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ROYAL COMMISSION ON LIQUOR LICENSING LAWS. 


WARRANT. 


VICTORIA R.I. 

Victoria, by tbe Grace of God of the United Kingdom of Great Britain, and 
Ireland Queen, Defender of tbe Faith. 

Co Our right trusty and ■well-beloved Cousin and Councillor Arthur Wellesley, 
Viscount Peel, Chairman ; Our right trusty and right well-beloved Cousin and 
Councillor Victor Albert George, Earl of Jersey, Knight Grand Cross of’ Our most 
Distinguished Order of Saint Michael and Saint George ; Our right trusty and well: 
beloved Cousin John Robert William, Viscount de Vesci; the Right Reverend Father 
in God, Our right trusty and well-beloved Councillor Frederick, Bishop of London ; 
Our right trusty and well-beloved Councillor Sir Algernon Edward West, Knight 
Commander of Our Most Honoiu’able Order of the Bath; Our trusty and well-beloved 
Sir William Henry Houldsworth, Baronet ; Our trusty and well-beloved Sir Frederick 
Seager Hunt, Baronet ; Our trusty and well-beloved Sir Charles Cameron, Baronet ; 
Our trusty and well-beloved Hercules Henry Dickinson, Doctor in Divinity, Dean of 
the Chapel Royal, Dublin Castle ; and Our trusty and well-beloved William Allen ; 
William Sproston Caine ; Alexander Morison Gordon ; William Graham ; Henry 
Grinling ; Samuel Hyslop ; Andrew Johnston ; John Herbert Roberts ; Henry Riley 
Smith ; Charlos Walker ; John Lloyd Wharton ; Thomas Palmer Whittaker; Alfred 
Money Wigram ; Samuel Young : and George Younger, Esquires, greeting. 

223ft Cl'fil# We have deemed it expedient that a Commission should forthwith issue 
to inquire into the operation and administration of the Laws relating to the Sale of 
Intoxicating Liquors, and to examine and report upon the proposals that may be made 
for amending the aforesaid Laws in the public interest, due regard being had to the 
rights of individuals. 

$,Oll) knob) pc, that We. reposing great trust and confidence in your knowledge 
and ability, have authorised and appointed, and do by these presents authorise and 
appoint you, the said Arthur Wellesley, Viscount Peel ; Victor Albert George, Earl of 
Jersey ; John Robert William, Viscount de Vesci; Frederick, Bishop of London ; Sir 
Algernon Edward West ; Sir William Henry Houldsworth ; Sir Frederiok Seager Hunt ; 
Sir Charles Cameron; Hercules Henry Dickinson ; William Allen ; William Sproston 
Caine ; Alexander Morison Gordon ; William Graham ; Henry Grinling ; Samuel 
Hyslop ; Andrew Johnston ; John Herbert Roberts ; Henry Riley Smith ; Charles 
Walker ; John Lloyd Wharton ; Thomas Palmer Whittaker ; Alfred Money Wigram ; 
Samuel Young ; and George Younger to be Our Commissioners for the purposes of 
the said inquiry. 

Shift for the better effecting the purposes of this Our Commission, We do by these 
presents give and grant unto you, or any six or more of you, full power to call before 
you such persons as you shall judge likely to afford you any information upon the 
subject of this Our Commission ; and also to call for, have access to, and examine all 
such books, documents, registers, and records as may afford you the fullest informa- 
tion on the subject ; and to inquire of and concerning the premises by all other lawful 
■ways and means whatsoever. 
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glib We do by these presents authorise and empower you, or any six or more of 
you, to visit and personally inspect such places as you may deem it expedient so to 
inspect for the more effectual carrying out of the purposes aforesaid. 

&ltb We do by these presents will and ordain that this Our Commission shall 
continue in full force and virtue, and that you Our said Commissioners, or any six or 
more of you, may from time to time proceed in the execution thereof and of every 
matter and thing therein contained, although the same be not continued from time to 
time by adjournment. 

We do further ordain that you, or any six or more of you, have liberty to 
report your proceedings under this Our Commission, from time to time, if you shall 
judge it expedient so to do. 

gltb Our further will and pleasure is, that you do, with as little delay as possible, 
report to Us under your hands and seals, or under the hands and seals of any six or 
more of you, your opinion upon the matters herein submitted for your consideration. 

Given at Our Court at St. James’s, the twenty-fourth day of April one 
thousand eight liuudrod and ninety-six, in the fifty-ninth year of 
Our Reign. 


By Her Majesty’s Command, 

(Signed) M. W. RIDLEY. 


Royal Commission to inquire into the 
Operation and Administration of the Laws 
relating to the Sale of Intoxicating Liquors. 
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WARRANT. 


VICTORIA R.I. 

(EHrtorta, by the Grace of God of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland Queon, Defender of the Faith. 

Co Our right trusty and well-beloved Councillor, Robert George, Baron Windsor, 
greeting. 

We did by Warrant under Our Royal Sign Manual, bearing date the 
Twenty-fourth day of April 1896, appoint Our right trusty and well-beloved Cousin 
and Councillor Arthur Wellesley, V iscount Peel, together with the several noblemen 
and gentlemen therein mentioned, or any six or more of them, to bo Our 
Commissioners to inquire into the administration and operation of the Laws relating 
to the Sale of Intoxicating Liquors. 

Shit! h)!)tt’£aS one of Our Commissioners so appointed, namely, Our right trusty 
and right well-beloved Cousin and Councillor Victor Albert George, Earl of Jersey, 
Knight Grand Cross of Our most Distinguished Order of Saint Michael and Saint 
George, hath humbly tendered unto Us his resignation of his appointment as one 
of Our said Commissioners. 

ItltOtu ))t, that We, reposing great confidence in you, do by these presents 
appoint you, the said Robert George, Baron Windsor, to be one of Our Commissioners 
for the purpose aforesaid in the room of the said Victor Albert George, Earl of 
Jersey, resigned, in addition to and together with the other Commissioners, whom 
We have already appointed. 


Given at Our Court of Sfc. James, the seventh day of May one 
thousand eight hundred and ninety-seven, in the sixtieth year of 
Our Reign. 


By Her Majesty’s Command, 

(Signed) M. W. RIDLEY. 
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WARRANT. 


VICTORIA R.I. 

Victoria, by the Grace of God of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland Queen, Defender of the Faith. 

Co Our trusty and well -beloved Edward North Buxton, Esquire, greeting. 

©MbCl'tag "We did by Warrant under Our Royal Sign Manual, bearing date the 
Twenty-fourth day of April one thousand eight hundred and ninety-six, appoint 
Our right trusty and well-beloved Cousin and Councillor Arthur Wellesley, Viscount 
Peel, together with the several noblemen and gentlemen therein mentioned, or any 
six or more of them, to be Our Commissioners to inquire into the operation and 
administration of the Laws relating to the Sale of Intoxicating Liquors : 

Slltb iobct'P<lS> one of Our Commissioners so appointed, namely, Our trusty and 
well-beloved Sir Frederick Seager Hunt, Baronet, hath humbly tendered unto Us 
his resignation of his appointment as one of Our said Commissioners : 

feltOtt) that We, reposing great confidence in you, do by these presents 
appoint you, the said Edward North Buxton, to be one of Our Commissioners for 
the purpose aforesaid, in the room of the said Sir Frederick Seager Hunt, and in 
addition to and together with the Commissioners whom We have already appointed. 


Given at Our Court at St. James’s, the sixteenth day of April one 
thousand eight hundred and ninety-eight, in the sixty-first year of 
Our Reign. 

By Her Majesty’s Command, 

(Signed) M. W. RIDLEY. 
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MINUTES OF EVIDENCE 


TAKEN BEFORE THE 

ROYAL COMMISSION 

ON 

liquor licensing laws. 


NINETY-FOURTH DAY. 


Queen’s Rowing' Room, House of Lords, Tuesday, March 22nd, 1898. 


Present : 

The Right Honourable the VISCOUNT PEEL in the Chaib. 


The Right Hon. the Viscount De Vesci. 

The Right Hon. the Lord Windsor. 

The Right Hon. Sir Algernon West, K.C.B. 
Sir Charles Cameron, Bart. 

The Very Rev. H. H. Dickinson, Dean. 
Alexander Mobison Gordon, Esq. 

William Graham, Esq. 

Henry Grinling, Esq. 

Samuel Hyslop, Esq. 


Andrew Johnston, Esq. 

John Herbert Roberts, Esq., M.P. 
Henry Riley Smith, Esq. 

John Lloyd Wharton, Esq., M.P. 
Thomas Palmer Whittaker, Esq., M.P. 
Alfred Money Wigram, Esq. 

Samuel Young, Esq., M.P. 

George Younger, Esq. 


Mr. Dunbar P. Barton, Q.C., M.P., called in and examined. 


Hr.D.P. 56,055. (Chairman.) Yon, as wo all know, are 
Baton. Solicitor-General for Ireland P — Yes. 


lie com- 56,056. Would you regard the licensing laws in 

fEetod Ireland os complicated P — Yes, they are a very complex 
dander code. I may say, in illustration of that, that the com- 
ofthe Irish plexity of the subject has not only been referred to by 
liwing all text writers, but has been on several occasions 
fMa mentioned by the judges, and if you will allow me, I 
will jest quote two passages from distinguished Irish 
judges, which will give you a judicial opinion on the 
subject. In 1877 Mr. Justice Fitzgerald, afterwards 
- Lord Fitzgerald, said in a judgment in a case in the 

Courts in Dublin : “ The provisions of the numerous 


(2.) 6 Geo. IV. c. 81. The Exciso Licenso Act of Mr. D. P. 
1825. Barton. 

(3.) 3 & 4 William IV. c. 68. Licensing (Ireland) 

Act of 1833. 22 Mar. ’98 

( 4 .) 5 & 6 William IV. o. 39. s. 7. The Excise Act, 


. 38. The Licensing 


(5.) 6 & 7 William IV. 

Ireland) Amendment Act, 1836. 

(6.) 8 & 9 Viet. o. 64. The Spirit (Ireland) Act, 
1845. 

(7.) 17 & 18 Viet. o. 89. The Spirit (Ireland) Act, 
1854. [Popularly called the Shcbeening Aot.] 

(8.) 18 & 19 Viet. c. G2. The Licensing (Ireland) 
Act, 1855. [As to renewals.] 

(9.) 18 & 19 Viet. c. 114. The Public House (Ireland) 
Act, 1855. [As to transfers.] 

(10.) 23 & 24 Viet. c. 35. Licensing (Ireland) Aot, 
I860 . [As to appeals from refusals of renewal.] 

(11.) 23 & 24 Viet. e. 107. The Refreshment Houses 
(Ireland) Art, 1860. 

(12.) 24 & 25 Viet. e. 91, s. 21. The Revenue Ho. 2 
Act, 1861. [As to appeals from refusals of renewal] 
(18.) 27 & 28 Viet. c. 35. The Beer Houses (Ireland) 
Act. 1864. 

(14.) 34 & 35 Viet. c. 111. The Beer Houses (Ireland) 
Amendment Act, 1871. 

(16.) 85 & 36 Viet. o. 94. The Licensing Aot of 1872. 
(16.) 37 & 38 Viet. c. 69. The Licensing (Ireland) 
Act of 1874. 

(17.) 87 & 38 Viet. c. 80, s. 7. The Constabulary 
(Ireland) Aot, 1874. [As to Constabulary Canteens.] 
(18.) 40 & 41 Viet. c. 4. The Beer License Regula- 
tion (Ireland) Act, 1877. (Meldon’s Aot.) 

, , , , , . (19.) 41 & 42 Viet. c. 72. The Sale of Liquors on 

)59. Perhaps you will ho good enough to hand m Sunday (Ireland) Act, 1878. 
tfmh.s » uu of the principal statutes dealing with the law in (20.) 44 & 45 Viet. c. 58, s. 174. The Army Act, 
tan. 4 ..” 6 ^'dand P — Yes. I may say that the list in the short jggu [As to military canteens.] 

> Titles Aot of 1896 is not, I think, complete enough . - • — 

for our purpose (handing in the following list) : — 

(1.) 58 Geo. HI. c. 57. The Licensed Grocers 
(Ireland) Act of 1818. [As to Spirit grocers.] 


statutes which regulate licenses for the use of in- 
toxicating liquors in Ireland are so complex, uncer- 
tain, and contradictory, that it is difficult to carry 
thorn into effect, or to reach the meaning and the 
•«annv. •• intention of the legislature." Ten years afterwards, 
. in 1687, Chief Justice Morris, in a judgment in Dublin, 
( .3jj described the licensing statutes as “ complicated, 

' ' “ puzzling, and rather incomprehensible.’’ I may say 

that nothing has been since done to make them more 
clear or simple. 


56,057. How many licenses would there be altoge- 
ther in Ireland P- — There nro more than 20 varieties of 
licenses. 


i fraepd 


56,058. And the statutes dealing with those ?— They 
are scattered over move than 30 statutes. Some of 
these licenses are varieties of others, and I need not 
tronbie you with them much in my evidence j and some 
of the statutes are statutes amending points. 


tehui 


v ,) 45 & 46 Viet. c. 34. Tho Beor Dealers’ Retail 

Licenses Amendment Act, 1882. 

(22.) 4!) & 50 Viet. c. 56. The Intoxicating Liquors 
Salo to Children Act, 1886. 
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ROYAL COMMISSION ON LIQUOR LICENSING LAWS: 


Mr. D. P. 56,080. Is it possible for you to classify, or to put 
Barton, into any kind of categories the different licenses in 

Ireland P — Yes, I think 1 can conveniently classify the 

22 Mar. ’9n licenses iu three classes. First, there are those 
1 ■ ■ licenses which can be obtained only after production of 

Classifies- u, magistrate’s certificate. Of these, there are six 


56,070. A locus standi as objectors? — Yes as \t 
objectors. The Act of 1874, sections 10 and 11, which g]/' : 
required the applicant to advertise the notice of ' ' 
application in the local newspapers. 


non of Ireland : first, tho publicans’ licenses, which comprise 
licenses in number of varieties ; secondly, the publican's oeca- 
1 1' eland in s j ona i liocuso ; and thirdly, the canteen license for the 


j . in-licenses. 

Fourthly, the spirit grocer’s license, a license peculiar 
to Ireland ; tifthly, the wholesale dealer’s license ; and 
sixthly, the beer retailer’s license. The latter three 
are on ; and those are tho six licenses in Ireland which 
require a magistrate’s certificate. 

56,061. Have the magistrates discretion in granting 


these? — I will deal with that very fully, if I may. i 
littlelator on, under tho heads of “ Grant,” “ Benewal.” 


and “Transfer." The second class comprises wine 
licensos, with referenco to which a magistrate’s corti- 
cate is not necessary, but the magistrates have a 
power of objection to it — that is the wine refreshment 
license. 


56.062. The wine refreshment house license ? — Yes : 
the wine refreshment honsc license. The third class 
comprises those licenses which maybe issued without 
any certificate or consent of the magistrates, and I 
would mention eight, whioh practically are all of those : 
first, tho wholesale spirit dealer’s license ; secoudly. 
tho foreign liqueur liconse ; thirdly, the wine dealer’s 
license; fourthly, the wine shop license; fifthly, the 
wholesale sweet dealer’s license : those five are off- 
licenses. And then the sixth, the sweets retail license j 
seventh, tho passenger vessel license ; and eighth, the 
theatre license. 


lublioan’R 
ieense ; its 
rigin anil 

0 & li 


56,063. Do I understand that in all those cases the 
magistrates’ consent, or certificate, is not required P — 
No, not required in all thoBe cases. 

56, 06-1. I suppose the publican’s license would be the 
most important in Ireland. What would be the general 
statute regulating that, or what is the history of the 
statutes which refer to it ? — I may as a matter of history 
mention that while in England tho common law right 
of sale of liquor was first restricted in the reign of 
Henry VII., 1 think in tho year 1496, in Ireland it was 
not restricted until tho 10th and 11th of Charles I. in 
1634, and that statute, of course, was repealed ; bnt it is 
interesting to mention that it contains and embodies 
almost all tho principles and provisions of subsequent 
legislation in Ireland, and of the Acts which arc now in 
force. 


Statutes 

regulating 

the grant of 

publicans’ 

licenses. 

3&4W1U.4. 


:. ce. 


56,065. The statute of 1634? — Yes, the statute of 
1634. It recites the mischiofs which then existed from 
the excessive number of bouses, from the inconvenient 
and dangerous places in which they were — bogs, and 
other places — and from the character of the people who 
kept them. 

56,086. Then you do not tako any credit to Ireland 
for having its restrictive legislation applied so muoh 
later than in England ? — No ; 1 merely mention it as a 
historical fact. It is only a matter of historical interest. 
I need not give, I think, that statute ; bnt it does, as 
a matter of fact, embody the main principles of the law 
at the present moment. 

56.067. But arc thero no groat governing statutes in 
force now of the present century ? — Yes. 

56.068. They embody tho principles contained in the 
Act of 1634? — Yes, they do roally embody the prin- 
ciples. The law has been changed from time to time, 
but the main principles of that old Act, hardly im- 
proved, are to he found in the present legislation. 

56.069. How is this publican’s liconse granted P— The 
leading statute for the publican’s license is the 
Licensing (Ireland) Act, 1883, and tho first six sections 
of that Act still regulate, subject to some amendment 
afterwards, the gran!, of a publican’s license in Ireland ; 
and I think it would be convenient, perhaps, if I just 
dealt with the grant separately, then with tho renewal, 
and then with the transfer. They arc three distinct 
subjects, and I think they con be best dealt with 
separately. The grant is regulated by that statute, tho 
Licensing Act, 1833. I may just mention the principal 
amending statutes. Thoy are only, I think, two — the 
Spirits (Ireland) Act, 1854, which in sections 9 and 10 

g ives the constabulary a locus standi to require notiae to 
e given to them with reference to these licenses. 


56,071. That is tho English Act ? — That is the Irish 
Act of 1874, which is different from the English Act ui ’ 
The English Act of 1872 in tho main applies to * CU ' 
Ireland, but tho Irish Act of 1874 is different from the 
English Act. It is under that old Act of 1833, amended 
by those two subsequent statutes, that really the grant 
of the license is regulated, and that particular part of 
the subject, therefore, is not very complicated. 


56,072. Did yon mention anything about the adver- 
tisement ?— Yes ; the advertisement is required by the 


56,073. Who is the licensing authority who grant The 
these licenses ?— The licensing authority for the grant licecc.- 
of publicans’ licenses is tho quarter sessions in Ireland ; aatborh 
and that, in five cities where thero are recorders, is the fot lie 
recorder sitting alono— he is the solo licensing authority. FWR 
That is in Dublin, Belfast, Oork, Londonderry, and P°hl'<ai:' 
Galway. !««». 


56.074. How has the recorder come to absorb all the 
authority of the quarter sessions P — Because he is the 
quarter sessions in those fivo places ; and be is invested 
with the quarter sessions jurisdiction, and it is by 
virtue of that that he is the sole licensing authority. 

56.075. But have none of the other justices the right 
of sitting with him ? — Practically not. I speak of my 
own knowledge of Dublin, as a justice of Dublin. It is 
a complete sinecure, the office of justice of the city of 
Dublin; bnt upon that, with reference to the other 
cities, perhaps the recorders will be able to tell you if 
they do anything. A3 a matter of fact, in licensing, 
the recorder is the sole judge with no appeal from him, 
and with nobody sitting with him, iu those five cities. 

56.076. Outside those five cities, then, the justices in 
quarter sessions are the authority ? — The justices in 
quarter sessions are the authority, and the county court 
judge is, by statute, the chairman of quarter sessions, 
and therefore presides over all licensing sessions. 


56.077. 80 that the recorder presides in both cases ? 

— He does. In the fivo citica the recorder is nlso a 
county court judge of the county in which the city is. 

That is by statute ; and, therefore, in the fivo cities the 
recorder sits as sole authority in tho city, and is chair- 
man of quarter sessions in tho county. In every 
other county in Ireland the county court judge sits 
ex officio as chairman of quarter sessions, and presides 
at these licensing sessions. 

56.078. Who is the clork of the licensing authority ? The claf 

— The clerk of tho licensing authority for these matters of the 
is the clerk of the peace. lieash| 


suthonr. 


56.079. Then as to licensing in counties?— As to ^ 

licensing iu counties, the districts for which these 
licensing sessions arc held, and the places at which C : 
thoy are held, are fixed by order of the Lord Lieutenant ^11 
in Oonnoil, ancl ho may alter them so as to adapt them boldicz 
to local convenience. liceuiii 

56.080. Are there many variations made by Orders in sessi0ti 
Council? — Thero are a considerable number. I have 
frequently seen these Orders in Council — they state the 
powers of the Lord Lieutenant to prescribe districts. 

Then they recite that the magistrates of the locality 
have represented to him thnt local convenience will 

be served by a certain arrangement, and then they 
prescribe a particular place for the particular district 
in which it is to be held. 


56.081. I suppose at tho annual licensing quarter 
session the new publicans' licenses arc granted P— Yes, at 
the annual licensing quarter session, which is also fixed 
by the Lord Lieutenant in Couuoil, and is the Michaelmas 
quarter sessions all over Ireland except in one curious 
place, Canickfergus, which is an oxception to all rules 
and to all laws, in which tho July quarter session is the 
annual licensing quarter session. 

56.082. Why is Carriokfergus in that exceptional 
position ? — It is owing to some historical reasons and 
local charters. It is of no great importance, because 
it is a town of between 9,000 and 10,000 inhabitants, but 
it is a curious “ fly in umber,” if I may so call it. In 
many matters in Irish law it differs from the other 
towns and places in Ireland. 


56,083. Are the annual quarter sessions tlie only 
time at which publicans’ licenses can bo granted r— 
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i \r. d. P. No ; special grants of publicans’ licenses can be made 
~ -:r‘ou. at any quarter sessions, bnt only on special grounds, 
an d an interim license of this kind only remains in 
force until the annual licensing sessions, and must bo 
confirmed by the annual licensing sessions. 

Vo " con- 56,084 There is no such thing as we call in England 
l-nsg a confirming committeo P — No, there is nothing ot the 

as- kind. The words “confirmation” in Ireland with 

reference to licenses and “ confirming ’’are only used to 
bind. express a confirming at annual sessions of an interim 
r.ioingof order made at anotnor session. We have nothing in 
■x the way of a confirming committee or a confirmation 
" c: ^ t *’in as t ^ 108e '" rorc * s are understood in the English law. 
sfasace 56,085. Still, confining ourselves to a publican’s 
n&eiises license, what notice of application must the applicant 
Ireland. give ? — The applicant for a new license must give 21 
Scare of days’ notice, first, to each of the two next local magis- 
--’laidon trates, secondly to the derlc of the peace, and thirdly 
pub- to the police. The notice must show the situation and 
■can's place of his house, and his own place of abode, and he 
cease must also advertise the same notice in some local news- 
paper not more than four nor less than two weeks 
beforehand. Then when the clerk of the peace receives 
this notice bo must send a copy of the list of applicants, 
with particulars as given in the notice to the clerk of 
every petty sessions in the county, and to every local 
magistrate. In that way all the magistrates get notice 
of these applications. 

Persons 56,086. Am I right in supposing that the magistrates, 
ifcohive as well as other people, have a right of objection to the 
I a-js grant of a new certificate P — Yes. People who have 
' Kidi as right of objection are practically three classes any 
rejectors, justice of the county, the police, and any inhabitant of 
the parish. Those three closes may object to the grant 
of any new license. 

56.087. Would the justice have the right of appearing 
before the court and stating his objection in court?— 
As a matter of fact, I think he might object from the 
Bench. Perhaps you had better ascertain the exact 
practice from some witness who is in the habit of sitting 
in these cases ; bnt I may say that that is my impression. 

56.088. Any justice or any inhabitant of the parish 
or any policeman may object P — Or any policeman ; that 
is, the local police. 

Itee 56,089. On what grounds may they object; their 
possible objections are restricted, I suppose? — Yes, and it is 
sounds of very important to bear in mind the three grounds, 
W because there is a variation with regard to another 
, class of licenso. The three grounds are, first, the 
nblican’s c ^ arftctcr > misconduct, or unlitness of the applicant; 
Ekca secondly, the unfitness of the house or place; and 
i " ' thirdly, the number of previously licensed houses in the 

neighbourhood. Those are the three grounds. 

56.090. Are there many objections taken before the 
courts on the ground of there being previously a 
sufficient number of licenses P — As to grants of licenses 
I should Bay invariably almost — at least in my experi- 
ence— that objection would almost always be raised by a 
parishioner, if by nobody else, and it is generally raised 
also by tho police. That is my experience in the 
county and city of Dublin, in which I have a great deal 
more experience than in other parts of Ireland. 

56.091. Wonld these objections under that head be 
generally, successful P — I should say in the majority of 
cases it is difficult to run the gauntlet and get a new 
license. 

56.092. Am I to argue from that that there are a 
sufficient number of licenses scattered about Ireland P 
— Well, I do not know. I wonld not like to express an 
opinion upon that. My own experience is only in the 
city and county of Dublin ; I daresay in some places a 
great many new licenses are granted, but certainly in 
the city of .Dublin, and, porhaps, to a less degree in the 
county, it is a difficult thing for any man to get a new 
license. That applies t,o the city certainly. 

56.093. Am I to infer from that that there is a 
sufficient supply in the city and county of Dublin P — I 
■would prefer that you wonld ask somebody better 

i V • • Tmlified than I am to give an opinion about that. 

1 56,094 The publican’s license varies, does not it; 

i'-rases t “ era ^ several varieties P — Yes, the license originally 
panted to publicans was the beer or ale lioense only.; 
hence, I believe, as in England, tho word “ alehouse ” 
£sed in the old statutes more commonly than “ public- 
house.” It is, I believe, still used, and the publican 
may still take out a license to sell beer, but a very few 
such licenses are taken out. I think it is a 32. 10s. 


licenso for beer only, bnt a publican may also take out Mr. D. P, 
a license to sell beer and wine only. I think that is a Barton. 

41. license, hut the usual publican's license is the full 

publican’s license — that i3, to sell spirits ; that covers 22 Mar- ’38 

everything. It is called a license to sell spirits, and it 

covers all the others. That is the full publican’s 
license, and it is the usual one which all tho publicans 
take out as a rule. The others are exceptional, but 
still they may be taken out. 

56.095. Then you have a six-day license ? — Yes, that Six-day 

is practically, I think, the same in Ireland as in and early- 
England. The six-day licenses in Ireland are governed closing 
by the 49th section of the Licensing Act of 1872. licenses. 

35 & 86 

56.096. Is any reduction made in the lioonse duty for Viet. c. 94, 

that P — Yes, one-seventh of the larger amount. s . 49. 

56.097. And there is a reduction for early closing P — 

Yes bnt that is regulated by the second section of the 

Act of 1874, and also by that Act a publican may apply 37 & 38 
for and take out a composite six-day and early olosmg Viet. c. 69. 
license. If he takes out a six-day licenso or an early s. 2. 
closing license he gets off one-seventh for either of 
them. If he takes ont a composite license, both the 
six- day and the early closing, he gets off two-sevenths 
of the duty. 

56.098. But is it a voluntary act on his part ? It 
must be .a condition imposed by the Bench? — It is done 
by application of the applicant. It is part of his 
application. 

56.099. Would it be contrary to law or not in accord- Can the 
ance with the law if the magistrates were to insert that licensing 
as a condition ? — The magistrates, as a matter of fact, authority 
frequently impose conditions on licenses, and it is, of insert con- 
course, a very vexed question what the force of those ditions in 
conditions is. As a matter of fact, I think I may have granting a 
to refer to it later on in another connection, but, of license ? 
course, it is understood by all lawyers that such con- 
ditions are quite void, ineffectual, and unenforceable 

by any strict legal methods, and the only way they 
would be enforced wonld be by some indirect way by 
which the licensing authority may take notice of the 
fact that there had been a breach of faith in a man not 
keeping the condition with them. 

56.100. But if the conditions were not complied 
with, would the magistrates object to the ronewal on 
the ground of a man’s character P — When I come to 
renewal, I think it would he more convenient to deal 
with this then. I will deal with it fully, because it 
has been considered, and it is still mb judice. 

56.101. Then as to tho register of these licenses P — As Registers 
to the register of licenses there are in Ireland practi- of licenses, 
cally three registers which ought to be kept. One is 

the register kept by tho clerk of the peace, which is 
required by the 10th, 11th, and 12th sections of the 
Licensing Act of 1833 and by the 15th and 16th 
sections of the Licensing Act of 1874. That is a very 
full register, containing very full particulars, and 
he is required also by the Licensing Act of 1874 
to send thoso particulars to the clerk of petty ses- 
sions, and they are supposed or required to keep 
a register in their petty sessional districts. 

Those two sets of registers ought to bo kept, and 
those registers should contain a history of thoso 
licenses — the certificates, forfeitures, exemption orders, 
records of convictions, and so forth. Then there is a 
♦ third register which, in Ireland, is kept by the super- 
visers or collectors of Excise, which iB only a register 
of refreshment house wine licenses. Those three 
registers ought to be kept. I am informed, and I 
beBeve, as a matter of fact, that tkoy are not universally 
kept, and probably that arises from the fact that this 
jurisdiction of the petty sessions in some cases, and the 
quarter sessions in other 1 cases, renders it rattier 
difficult for these different officers to keep these distinct 
registers. 

56.102. But I presume the register required to be 
kept by the supervisors of Excise would bo probably 
accurately kept P — It would, I think ; but then those 
are a very limited class of licenses — refreshment house 
wine licenses — I wonld say, a very few comparatively. 

56,108. They arc a very trifling number P — I should 
think so. I am not quite sure as to the number. 

56.104. I am told they are only 23 in Ireland P — Very 
likely, it is something like that. They are quite a 
limited number. 

56.105. Do you wish to say anything as to the dis- Disqnallfi- 

ualification of justices in Ireland P — As to the cation of 

^qualification of justices, the law is, I think, exactly justices. 

the same as it is in England. I am not aware of any 
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house- 
holders’ 
certificate. 
17 Ic 18 
Viet. c. 89. 


Mr. D. P. difference between tlio law in England and in Ireland 
Barton, in that respect. 

56,106. Then how long do these certificates endnre ? 
— They endure till the end of the current year, which 
ends for the purposes of licensing on October 10th, and 
then they can do renewed. Then we come to the 
subject of renewals. 

oiatuus 56,107. The statutory provisions with regard to 
regulating renewal are more complicated than those with regard 
the to the granting of the original licenses? — They are. 

reuewal of The statutory regulations about renewals are very 
publicans’ important, and they are more difficult to follow than 
licenses. the provisions as to grants, which are comparatively 
8&4WU1. 4. simple. I may say that before the Licensing Act of 
c. 88. 1833, I believe renewals were subject to all the for- 

malities of ordinary grants, and I think, as far as I 
know, it is only a matter of history, bnt I believe it to 
bo so, that uu to 1833 every licensee had to rnn the 
same gauntlet on the occasion of renewal that ho had to 
run on the occasion of the original grant. The Act of 
1832 recites the difficulties and hardships in which this 
involved the applicants for renewals, and the expe- 
diency of altering the system, and provided that the 
proper officer of Excise should grant licenses to persons 
licensed in the preceding year upon tho production of a 
certificate from six householders of good character, and 
I think that for the next 20 years after 1833 that 
certificate of six householders was the only certificate 
required in the caso of a renewal. Then by the 11th 
section of the Spirits (Ireland) Act of 1854, it was 
further provided that a renewal of a publican’s license 
should not bo granted without a certificate of two 
justices, or in Dublin of a divisional magistrate. 

56.108. Why were the six householders introduced 
in tho oase of a renewal, when they did not exist in the 
caso of the original grant? — Well, I could not say. 
That is a matter of history. I could not say why it 
was that they were particularly selected. 

56.109. They were introduced in the case of renewals 
under that statute P — Yes, under that statute. 

56.110. {Dean Dickinson.) To whom is that certifi- 
cate produced by the six householders P — That is pro- 
duced to the Excise. 

56.111. It is not directed to tho Excise. Is not it 
produced in the sessions record P — Well, these renewals 
arc done at petty sessions, and not at quarter sessions. 

56.112. {Chairman.) I am sorry to interrupt the 
thread of your evidence, but do I understand you to 
say that the six householders' consent or approbation 
takes the place bi renewals of the justices’ certificate ? 
— No, bnt by tho Act that I am coming to, of 1854. tho 
justices’ certificate was added. 

56.113. But before 1833? — How that was I am not 
sure, but you will find that it was, I should think, in 
addition to the justices’ certificate j but that is a matter 
of history. 

56.114. In the Act of 1833 it would be in lieu of, I 
should think, would not it P — Yes, probably in lion of. 
I think so. 

56.115. Then there was a fresh provision as to these 
renewals ? — Then in the Act of 1854, in addition to this 
householders’ certificate, there was required a certifi- 
cate of two justices, which was to be to the good 

for renewal character of the applicant, and to tho peaceable and 
orderly manner in wnich the house had been conducted 
in tho past year. 

56.116. Was that concurrent with the six house- 
holders' certificate P — Yes, in addition to the six house- 
holders’ certificate. 

56.117. Those two provisions which you havo men- 
tioned, then, regulate the certificates which are re- 
quired before a renewal can ho obtained P — Yes, the 
six householders under the Act of 1833, and the 
justices' certificate under the Act of 1854. The 
justices’ certificate of renewal is granted at petty 
sessions. That is at the annual petty sessions it 
ought to be granted, or, if it is granted at any other 
petty sessions, it must he confirmed at tho annual 
potty sessions. There is an appeal from tho petty 
sessions to the quarter sessions liy a publican, or by 
any person aggrieved, from a rofusal of the certificate 
by the justices at petty sessions. So that you see. if I 
may just stop to point out the mnbi distinction between 


Justices' 

certificate 

requisite 


publican’s 

license. 

17 & 18 
Viet. c. 88 


56,118. When are petty sessions held ?— The annual u 
petty sessions is fixed by the Order in Council as the for ' 
last petty sessions in the month of September. cr * 


56,119. (Dean Dickinson.) Just prior to the Michaelmas 
rarter sessions ? — Yes, iust prior to the Michaelmas 
June, also 


quarter sessions. At (Jarrickfergus it 
prior to tho Michaelmas quarter sessions. 


56.120. (Chairman.) Is the applicant for renewal p„.. 
obliged to attend at petty sessions? — Wo. The 14th „ ^ 
section of the Licensing Act of 1874 provides that the 
applicant for renewal need not attend in person at appfrit..' 
petty sessions in order to obtain tho certificate, unless farms* 
he is directed hy the justices or the police to do so for of 

a special cause personal to himself. pubUs:', 

56.121. _But if an objection is lodged, he must appear ? cert '^ ri 


the renewal unless notice has been served on the 
publican not later than seven days before the sessions. s ' "* j 

56.122. In the case of a new license that is not tlia 
same P — Ho, there need be no notice of objection with 
regard to a new license, and that is done,’ I suppose, 
partly for the convenience of the licensee, so that ho 
should not attend for the renewal if there was no 
necessity for it in tho ordinary course ; hut if anybody 
has any reason to object they havo to give a seven days' 
notice of objection. Then in order that no miscarriage 
should take place the justices might adjourn tho signing 
of the certificate to a future day, and require tho 
attendance of the publican. 

56.123. Having dealt with grants and renewals, and Cm 
with publicans’ licenses, we come, I suppose, legiti- justices 
matcly to transfers P — I think before that there is one grantee:- 
matter which I ought to interpolate here, that you tificaie tr 
asked me about, because now is the time for it. A raenld 
point has been recently discussed with reference to a dome 
renewols, and that is this : whether, where a license has license? 
been dormant, that is a publican’s license, during the 

past year, the licensing justices can give a certificate 
that the house has been conducted peaceably and 
orderly during the past year. That used to be done, 
and has been done in many cases, and is still being 
done. I have no doubt I may havo to explain after- 
wards the reason why some people took out publican’s 
licenses, and did not use them, but that I will explain 
in another connection. It is, however, a fact that in 
Ireland some people have good reason for taking out 
publican's licenses, whioh they do not really use, for 
soiling on tlie premises, and tho result of that is that 
the magistrates have at the time of the renewal given 
a certificate that the house has boon conducted in a 
peaceable and orderly way. That has been discussed 
m a recent case in Iroland. That case is Lamb's case. 

It is reported in the Irish Reports of 1897, vol. 2, R. (Lsot) j 
page 66, and the same point had also been discussed v. Josike ' 
before in Cox’s case,a woll-lcnown case reported, in 16 Law ofArasr. 
Reports, Ireland. Without troubling you with all tho 1- R- 1&; 
details of those cases, I may say that nobody oan read toLSiF 1 
the decisions of the judges '-without coming to the con- R. (ex- 
clusion that their opinion is, and I think the law now Reeof^j 
may be considered to bo, that tho justices have no Duiua 15 


jurisdiction to grant a certificate that a house has teen L- R-L 
peuceably and orderly oonductod, when as a matter of P- 4 - • 
fact it nas not been conducted at all. That cannot 
be said, I think, to have been actually decided 
judicially, although the judgments come very near to 
it ; but, having regard to the judgments, I cannot thiuk 
that anything else is the law. I may say that the 
Crown are takuig up the matter, and that they will 
bring the oase in a neat form before the superior oonrts, 
and it will be decided very shortly. The police have 
actually been instructed to oppose renewals, I think, m 
Belfast for the purpose of raising this important 
question, and having it decided finally by the superior 
courts. 


56,124. But that difficulty of tho magistrates refusing Cau lk' 

L ' e -*■ ' ’ ' - ’— ' the case where the publican's justices 


ce rtificates wonl d be only in the 

license was taken out and not acted on ? — Where the refas ; 
publican's license was taken out and not acted on. uk* 1 * 
Axid then there is another point that yon also asked gjjjV 
me about that I may here mention, namely, the esara™-. ! 
question whether on tho renewal the magistrates can ■ ' 1 
refuse a certificate ou tho ground of character, because condilio3 


certificate — — „ _ 

the publican has broken a condition which is not 
enforceable at law. That has been referred to once 

—j j r — — — or twice by the judges, and never actually decided, nUc lt 

a grant and a renewal, it is that the grant is given at • but as far as I oan judge what they intimated was this. 

quarter sessions with no appeal anywhero, and tho They did not decide whether that could or could not 

renewal is granted at petty sessions with an appoal to be done on renewal, but they said it certainly oould 

quarter sessions. not bo done on transfer. You could not say that a 
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Vr. D- P- transferee or an assignee — a new man coming in — was 
' jj'irtoa. of bad character because he did not keep a condition 
— which he had never mado, but they indicated that on a 
renewal of an old license it was a moot question 
whether the justices could or could not. As a matter 
of fact, I think the justices did so in frequent ooacs, 
and there is a pending case of the Dew Drop Inn at 
Dundrum, in the county of Dublin, whore the point 
has been raised, and where, I think, it may be very 
likely decided in the oonrse of the coming year. 


56.125. Speaking generally, wonld the infringement 
by a publican of conditions laid down by the magistrates 
not in accordance with the law, amount to » stain on 
that man’s character P— Well, I think, as a matter of 
practice now, the magistrates do regard it as a matter 
of character, and they wish, until it is decided to the 
contrary, to continue to do so. There is a good deal to 
be said for it. If a man deliberately asks for and 
accepts a license on certain terms and conditions, and. 
then, having got the license on those terms and 
conditions, relies on a technical law point to break 
them, I think there is a great deal to bo said from tins 
point of view of tho magistrates, that they may regard 
that as o matter which they will consider in connection 
with his character. 

50.126. Even though those terms wore not in accord- 
ance with the law ? — They were terms ot honour and 
not of law, but as a matter of fact I may say that this 
matter is of great importance. It is frequently done 
in Dublin. Tbs Recorder himself will tell you about 
it, and it is, in my opinion, a most salutary jurisdiction 
if it can be legally exorcised, because it enables the 
licenses to be given in cases in which sometimes tlioy 
would not bo given at all by the authority, so that it is 
far better for the licensees to get them on those terms 

lion not to get them at all, and in other cases it 
opera ton in the same way — for iustaaco, in tho coses of 
hotels. In Ireland there is no hotel license. Tho hotel- 
keeper con only keep un hotel under the publican’s 
license, and the same with a music hall — it enables 
the authority to prevent a license being refused in a 
case whore it onght not to be so refused, and, speaking 
generally, therefore, whether it is legal or not, it is not 
a bad thing for the licensees. 




Transfers 
of publi- 


56.136. But, of course, there are intermediate Mr. D. P 
transfers? — Yes, there are intermediate transfers Jiartoiu 

which are of two kinds. On the death of a licensee, or 

bankruptcy, or so forth, I believe, as in England, tho 22 Mar.’OS 
licensee may carry on business to the next petty - 
sessions. That is merely ft provision that he may carry Interim 
on. Then at the next petty sessions ho may obtain a transfers, 
temporary transfer which only is in force until tho 

annual quarter sessions. 

56.137. If the transfers nro granted at any other tirao 
than at quarter sessions, they must be confirmed at 
the annual iicensiuc sessions ? — Yes. thev must be 


the annual licensing sessions P — Yes, they mu9t be 
confirmed at the annual licensing sessions. Then tho 
occasions upon which transfers aro granted are, first, 
on the death of the publican ; secondly, on the removal 
from the business premises ; thirdly, npou the sale or 
assignment by him of his interest. Then, in addition 
to the statutes which 1 mentioned, there is an impor. 
tant atatnto which we sometimes call tho Transfer Act 18 & 19 
— a statute oE 1855. Viet. c.l 14. 


56,138. Supposing a transfer is not confirmed at tho 
annual licensing session P — Then the license cannot bo 
renewed. 


56,127. Supposing they had imposed a condition and 
the condition was broken, would they be obliged to 
state when they refused the renewal that it was in 
consequence of this condition not boing obsorred P 
— They might say that they refused tho renewal on the 

S ound of character. Thoy could cover themselves in 
at way. 

56,128. (Mr. WdtUiker.) I should like to ask if it is 
compulsory on the justices to give this certificate as to 
arbitrarily character. Is it tho law that unless objection is made 
cltrifical mid substantiated they must do it P — Certainly . 

0 f 56,129. Is there any provision of the law which 

character? requires them to given certificate? — Certainly, in the 
absence of legal grounds for refusal, there conld be a 
mandamus to compel them to do it. 


56,130. Has that been decided P — I do not know that 
it has been decided, but I do not think in my humble 
judgment it requires decision ; I think that they are 
bound to do it. They are bound to give a certificate of 
renewal ; unless a valid objection be raised and judicially 
decided on. 


56.131. The Excise grant the renewal, I understand, 
only on receipt of a certificate from the magistrates P — 
Certainly. 

56.132. 1 have not bceu clear ns to whether thoro is 
any provision in the law which demands that the 
magistrates shall give that certificate P — I think that is 
the effect of tho law. I speak on the matter without 
consideration, but I am confident that if tho magistrate 
refused a certificate of character, without evidence and 
without objection, there could be a mandamus to him 
to grant it. 

56.133. Bnt there has been no case, yon think? — I do 
nob think there has been any caso decided. 

56,134). (Chairman.) Thoro would be an appeal to 
quarter sessions in that cose P — Yes, there would bo an 
appeal to quarter sessions. If it was refused there 
would bo an appeal to the quartor sessions in tho first 
instance. 

56,135. Whore arc transfers granted ?— Tranfers nre 
granted, like grants, at quarter sessions, and in their 
main particulars thoy are regulated by tho same statutes 


56.139. The Excise liconso cannot bo renewed P — The 
Excise license cannot bo renewed without the certificate 
granted on transfer. 

56.140. What are tho valid objections against tho 'x'h e two 
grant of a license on transfer ? — This is the most objections 
important point, probably, in the whole of the Irish which may 
law, and one that excites most interest. Tho objections be offered" 
to the grant or transfer are only two, namely, tho to a trans- 
charnctcr, misconduct, or unfitness of the applicant; fcr. 

and secondly, the unfitness or inconvenience of tho 
houso or place. Those are the only two objections it. /qj. 
whicli can be mado on transfer, and it has been decided theroe) o. 
in a famous case, of which you will hear a great deal, Recorder 
I am sure, from other witnesses, called Clithcroe’s of Dublin, 
case, reported in the Irish Reports, 11 Common Law, I. K., 11 
page 412, that those aro the only two grounds upon C. I... 
whicli a tiausfer can be objected to, and that it cannot P- 412. 
be refused on the ground of ati excessive numlior of A transfer 
previously licensed houses in tho neighbourhood. cannot lie 

56.141. (Dean Diekituon.) That was supposed to he *° 

settled in the original grant? — Yes, in the original ° lnd of 
grant. Perhaps you would like mo to say something ,|, 0 num _ 
about that caso. her of 

56.142. (Chairman.) Yes, perhaps yon will givo us previously 
the pith of Clithcroo’s case P — Yes, I may say it iB licensed 
very important. Yon will find that other witnesses j!;’ usos - , 
will have to refer to it. It is the only case that CUthcroc s 
I may have to refer to at any length, bnt I will refer CB8C * 

to it as briefly as I can. Clitheroe’s caso was decided in 
1878, and all the judges who were engaged in is havo 
now passed away. It was a strong court, including 
Chief Justice May, who was a great authority on 
matters of construction of statutes or documents ; 

Judge Fitzgerald, who was afterwards Lord Fitzgerald ; 
and Mr. Justice Barry, who was afterwards Lord Justico 
Barry ; and also Mr. Justice O’Brien — not the present 
Mr. Justice O’Brien, but a Hr. Justico O’Brien who 
is now dead. It was conceded in tho judgment of that 
court that transfers of publicans’ licenses are regulated 
by the same sections of the Act of 1833 as grants of 
new licenses, and accordingly, as yon will at once see, 
it was contended as against the transfers that if thoy 
were rogulatcd by the same sections ob grants, there- 
fore the three objections which are made to grants 
ought also to be mado to transfers, and so primd facia 
it would be so. The court held, however, that this 
third objection, namely, the objection on the ground 
of the number of previously licensed Looses, was in its 
nature not applicable to a transfer, and that thereforo 
it could not apply to it. 

56.143. Will you forgive me for interrupting you. I 
understood you to Bay that in the case of the transfer 
there were only two conditions, whereas in the case of 
the original there wero three ? — Quite so. 

56.144. Bat when tho case came before the annual 
licensing sessions they went on the three conditions P — 

No, the two conditions only would apply at the annual 
licensing sessions on transfers. That is the distinction 
and tho important distinction, and you will find it 
canvassed, discnBsed, and criticised very much. It is 
the burning question of the licensing law in Ireland. 

56.145. Then tho three conditions only apply to the 
original grant P— Tho three conditions only apply to 
the origirialgrant, and the two conditions apply to the 
transfer. What tho ground of that decision is I have 

itioned. Thei-e were two main things running through 


aud by the same amending statutes as grants, namoly, 

“«■ * of SoalE^pt^LIfi^BIiifiiSIon- Un*", 
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Mr. D. P. that deoision; one, that in its nature it was not an 
Barton, objeotion applicable to a transfer, because, to illustrate 

it, they pointed out this, that, supposing the house was 

22 Mar.'98 originally licensed, we will say 20 years before, during 

the intermediate 20 years a number of new licenses are 

Ctitheroc’s granted. When the house canio up to be transferred 
case — eont. 20 years after the original license, they said it was not 
reasonable that the intermediate licenses should bo 
used as an argument against the transfer of a license 
which was older than any of them, and, in the next place, 
it was pointed out, by way of illustration, that at the 
annual licensing sessions there might be other licenses 


tion of the statutes— that on the construction of the Mr u p 
statutes this particular objection was not applicable. Bartm' 
56,151. (Chairman.) Will yon kindly pursue the ' — 

history of that case ? — There have been four cases since Sul>s<: ' 
Clitheroe’s case, in which it hr.s been discussed. They 3 u “- n: . a -‘u 
arc in the Queen's Bench Division, or the Court of 
Appeal, or both. I will just mention them. I need 


gnu’s case, which is The Queen v. The Justices of ^ 

Armagh, reported in 4 Law Reports, Ireland, pa^e 
there was O'Connor’s case, The Queen”. 


230. The: 


The Recorder of Dublin, 13 Irish Law Times, 


. ,ir the follow- 

ing morning the transfer would come on, and it would 
be ruled out, becauso of licenses granted perhaps five 
minutes before ; because all those houses would become 
previously licensed houses. Of course this is all redact io 
ad absurd u) i, but it was pointed out that hence the very 
house itself was a previously licensed house, and, 
therefore, it would bo an argument against its own 
transfer. That was one line of argumont in that ease, 
namely, that the number of previously licensed houses 
was not an objection in itsnaturo applicable to transfer, 
but only applicable to a r.cw grant. There was also, I 
am bound to mention, another line of argument referred 
to which undoubtedlv weighed with the court, and it has 
boon mentioned in subsequent cases that it weighed with 
theconrt. Ithadbeentnepracticoin Dublin apparently 
— and it was brought before the court that it was so — 
for 30 or 40 years under the former Recorder, a very emi- 
nent man, Sir Frederick Shaw, totrent transfers in this 
way — that ho always acted on this rnle, and the court 
were very much influenced by chat fact that properties 
had been transferred for this number of years upon this 
basis, and that tho courts ought to be vei-y slow to in- 
terfere with a practice upon wliich so much property 
had become practically a vested interest. That cer- 
tainly was an dement referred to in tho decision, and I 
do not think altogether absent from it. 

56.146. (Mr. Youmj.) This Clitbcvoo case was a caso 
that was heal'd after the decision of the House of 
Lords in Sharp t>. Wakefield P — No, it was 20 years 
before that. I am coining to that, and i will show 
you tho history of this Clitheroe case, because, like 
the applicant for n new license, its character has been 
impugned from time to time, and the best and the 
safest way is for mo just to tell you what has happened 
about it, and to show what the judges have said about 
it since. You will find by that that on the one hand 
it is a case of great authority, and on the other it is 
a ease which has been subjected to considerable 
criticism. 

56.147. (Jfr. Whittaker.) May I ask if I correctly 
understand you to indicate that the decision was 
arrived at on tho two grounds which are indicated, but 
that tho judges arriving at that ilociBion thought tho law 
unwise if appliod ? — No ; I think it is rather tho other 
way. I tli ink I would rather say this, that the judges, 
if they had any doubt on the construction, were rather 
influenced by the nmgnitudo of the property involved, 
and disinclined, as courts of justice always are, to give 
a construction to an Act of Parliament, where it is 
doubtful, which would involve, practically, tho confis- 
cation of a great deal of property. I think that 
influenced them, perhaps. 

56.148. That is my point. They doubted the wisdom 
of the application of it? — l do not think so. I 
think, on the contrary, they seemed to think that it 
would have been extremely inexpedient and unjust to 
have refused transfers upon tho ground of tho number 
of previously licensed houses for tho reasons I have 
indicated, namely, that it was not fair that an old house, 
when it came to be transferred, should be subject to tho 
samo rules as bouses which might liavo been licensed a 
day before, or even on that very day. 

56.149. Quite so, that is my point ; that if the law 
did provide that the magistrates could have the power 
to refuse this renewal the judges thought it would work 
hardly P — I think so. 

56.150. And, therefore, they decided it rather on the 
grounds that they thought the law would work harshly P 
—Well, I do not think I could sav quite that. I could 
not admit that quite. They decided it on the construc- 
tion of the stntuto, hut also I think it right to mention 
that in the judgment there appears this argument. It 
was mentioned that there haa been a great deal of pro- 
perty transferred from time to time on this role, and 
that, no doubt, inay have weighed with the court, but 


141. 


Justices of Tipperary, iu 6 Law Reports, Iroland, ] 


’ Justice! ,f 
'••The w 


Recorder of Dublin, 16 Law Reports, Ireland, page E.(0 , Cob. 
424. The two former of these cases were decisions of not) v. 
tho Queen’s Bench Division, the two latter went to the Recorder 
Court of Appeal, in all these cases the attempt on the of Dublia, 
part of the applicant was to bring his ease within 131. LI., 
Clitheroe’s case, and to escape from the jurisdiction of ?• Ml. 
the magistrates to take into consideration the number "n 
of previously licensed houses, end in all theso cases tho <0 Rnen) 
court distinguished them from Clitheroe’s case, aud , 
held that they were not really cases of transfer at all, ol 
although they wero very near it, hut that they were i 
cases of new liconscs really; and, in fact, I think the p . 127 *’ 
expressions are used that they were new licenses R. (Coi) 
masquerading as transfers, in order to bring themselves o.'kccoi- 
within Clithoroc's case, in all these cases the court derof 
bold that tho third requirement was necessary, and Dublin, 
that the magistrates were entitled to consider the 16L.R.L, 
number of previously licensed houses, because, in p. 424. 
truth and in fact, they wero applications for new 
licenses, and not really transfers. 

56,152. Otherwise, I suppose, if a grant had been 
given to a house, notwithstanding that the magistrates 
had taken into consideration tho number of previously 
oxisting licenses, if that license was onoo granted that 
would continue, and thoro would bo no possibility of 
refusing that house for all time, on the ground that the 
pre-existing numbor of houses was more than sufficient ? 

— That is Olitheroe's case, and that is the law still. 

Then, I think, it would bo convenient for the Com- 
mission if I were just to read a few of the judgments 
of the Court of Apponl with reference to this case, and 
then you will be able to judge what tho opinions of tho 
judges are, because a great deal is said about this in a 
loose way on the one side or tho other. Thoro arc a few 
passages only. I will only take the Court of Appeal, Extract! 
because tho Queen’s Bench Division is a court of co- from judg> 
ordinate jurisdiction with the court which decided mentsm 
Ciithcroe's case, and therefore tho other references arc *b« Irish 
not of so much importance, bnt the Court of Appeal is Co“ rt 01 
the important ono. In O’Brien's oase— that is, The 31 

Qucon v. The Justices of Tipperary — which I mentioned, 

Jiortl Chancellor Ball cited Olitheroe's case, and adopted 
it without comment. Chief Justice Morris, at pages 
134 and 135 of tho same volumo of reports which I chancellor 
citerl, made the following observation. Ho says : “The p a n . 

“ conclusion in Clitheroc’s case was arrived at by tho chief 
“ Court of Queen's Bench when the final tribunal in justice 
“ this country iu such eases.” At that time there Morris, 
was no appeal to the Court of Appeal in such g 
cases. “It has been acted on since, and where it (O'Brien) 
“ distinctly applies it ought to bo followed, but lam „.j n »tiec* 
“ not prepared to extend its operation.” Then Loi'd 0 f Tip- 
Justice Deasy, at page 135, says: “I thiak that gerarj.t 


• ‘ Olitheroe's case ought not to be extended, and that L. R. I, 
weought not to go further in interfering with thevery p. 127. 


“ beneficial jurisdiction of the magistrates in restricting j^rd 
“ the existing number of public-houses ou tho occasion Justice 
“ of applications for licenses. In Olitheroe’s case there Deasy. 
‘ ‘ was evidence before tho Queen’s Bench Division of 
“ a long- continued course of dealing extending some 
“ 40 or 50 years baok, during which the jmma far.ie 
“ right of a transferee to obtain a licenso without 
“ reference to the existing number of public-houses was 
“ recognised ; on the faith of that, a vast deal of pro- 
“ perty had beon dealt with, and to have suddenly 
“ terminated thnt rioht would have serionslv interfered 


‘ terminated that right would havo seriously interfered 
with vested interests. That may have had an in- 
‘ flnence upon the judges, and havo mode them decide 
11 r.lit.tierop s nnsn ns thev did : but. at anv rate. I con- 


Clitheroes oase ns they did ; but, at any rate, I ® 

“ sider that as a binding authority upon us.” That 
was Lord Justice Deasy’s comment, you see, and a very 
important one. Then Lord Justico Fits Gibbon, at Lord 
page 136, said : “ Both in the arguments and in the JuskJ? 

“ Judgments it has been assumed that we are not FltxGw* 
“ called on to consider the decision in Olitheroe’s case. bon. 
“lam glad that this is so, because that decision seems 


they distinctly did give tho decision on the construe- 
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“ in many ways a beneficial one, and it has probably 
•• been largely acted on.” Then in Cox’s case, the 
reference to which 1 have already given, the Lord 
Chancellor Nash said, about Clitlieroe’s case, at page 
43-2: ‘‘I think I am not misstating when I say tliat 
“ the decision in Clithcroe's case was at the time it was 
pronounced considered a strong decision, but it is u 
•• case of very great authority ; it has been acted on 
“ continuously since, and I have no doubt that a largo 
“ number of licensed houses have been sold, and large 
“ sums of money paid for thorn, in the belief that a 
“ license is a thing as much transferable as of right os 
“ the house itself. Still, tbe decision being a decision of 
“ a court of first instance, if an appcnlwere brought in 
“ a precisely similar case it would bo our duty in this 
11 court. ” (that is tho Court of Appeal) “ carefully to 
•* consider it, and, if satisfied that it was erroneous, to 
“ refuse to follow it j while at the same time I think it 
“ would also be our duty most carefully to weigh the 
“ arguments adduced, and, bearing in; mind the large 
11 interests involved, and the species of tacit aoqui- 
“ esceucc in tho decision which has existed siuce it 
“ was pronounced, not to reverse it unless clearly 
“ satisfied that it was erroneous.” Then Chief Justice 
Morris said, at page 435 : “ This case has been brought 
'• forward avowedly for the purpose of having Clithcroe’s 
“ case reviewed. In that cusc the decision was made 
“ with considerable doubt by at least two of the judges 
“ of the Queen’s Bench, namely, the Chief Justice and 
“ Mr. Justice Barry. The court, in my opinion, was 
“ influenced by tho magnitude of the property which 
“ it was stated would be jeopardised by a different 
" decision, and was astute to find a sufficient ground for 
•• tho decision. It was, however, the decision of a full 
“ court of four judges, one of whom now sits hero ” (that 
was Lord Justice Barry ; he was then in the Coart of 
Appeal) “and another in the House of Lords ; itwns made 
“ when their decision waa practically final. There was 
“ no appeal to any tribunal in Ireland, and any farther 
“ litigation should have been by the Recorder making 
“ a return to the writ of Mandamus Tor the purpose 
“ of the case going to the House of Lords. On the 
“ wholo I would scarcely feel justified, eight years after 
“ the decision, in now re-opening it.” Then Lord 
Justice FitzGibbon said, on page 437 : " When necessary 
“ Clitheroe’s cosc may be re-considered here, but until 
“ that necessity arises, those dealing with the licenses 
“ mast continue to act on its authority without any 
“ further sanction from this court; at the same time 
“ I do not presnmo to express any dissent from its high 
“ authority.” Thou Lord Justice Barry — and it is 
interesting to sec what he says because he was a judge 
in Clithcroe’s case— said: “ As to the decision in 
“ Clitheroe’s case, I was one of the judges who took 
“ part in it. and I arrived at the opinion with great 
“ doubt and difficulty, regarding tho question os ono 
“ of construction. But as the matter stands at pre- 
“ sent, I wish to express no manner of doubt, but that 
“ that decision ought now to be maintained as tho law 
“ of the land.” Now I hope the Commission will 
excuse mo for having read these extracts, but I do 
it with the knowledge that in the course of your 
subsequent inquiries this case will be very much 
referred to, and these decisions will be canvassed, and 
yon will be told by one set of persons that the decision 
is practically overruled, and by another that it has 
been said to be a decision of great authority, and I 
thought tho best plan was to read the individual 
statements of the judges. 

56.153. I suppose that if the court of first instance 
come to the conclusion that a transfer was really a new 
license masquerading, to use your own expression, 
under tho guise of a transfer, and thoy decided that tbe 
third condition should apply, that decision of theirs, I 
suppose, would probably be appealed against ? — I think 
not now. I think Cox's case has deoiaed that ; and I 
think now I may say this, that on every occasion when 
a transfer appears to bo really a new license masquerad- 
ing as a transfer, to use that expressive phrase, the 
court would be bound to apply the third condition. I 
think that is the law now. 

56.154. It would bo within the jurisdiction of the 
court of first instance to say so ? — Yes. 

56.155. (Dean Dickinson.) They do it ?— They do it 
now — they ought to do it. 

56.156. (Mr. Younger.) Will you kindly tell us under 
what circumstances a transfer wonld be regarded as a 
new license masquerading in the guise of a transfer ? 
—The most simple example was in Cox’s case, whero 
there had been a dormant license. As a matter of fact 
be was a dealer, and ho took out a publican’s license for 


used for six years. He got it renewed every year; then. Mr. D. B. 
you see, it was sold and transferred to somebody, and Barton. 

that person coming in wanted to use it as a publican's 

license — to have an open bar and to have people come 22 Mar. '98 

in and to sell liquor to them to be consumed on tho “*"* 

place. Then the Court of Appeal in effect said: “ Oh, 

“ no! this is not really a transfer ; this house was never 
“ used as a publican's house, and we must regard this 
“ as a new license, and the third condition must be 
“ applied”; and I think that is a reasonable distinction. 

56,157. ( Chairman .) That would be in tho case of a 
dormant license P — Yes. 


56,158. But would there be any other case in which it 
might be possible for a court of first instanco to exercise 
a discretion other than the case of a dormant license P 
— There have been such cases, and you can imagine a 
case arising on eviction. In one of those cases, I think, 
there was an eviction, and then, by what really was a 
mistake, the person wlio got another house got a license 
by what you would call in England removal, which does 
not exist in Ireland. There are no licenses on removal 
in Ireland. That was more or less at the time con- 
sidered to be a license in pursuance of tho old license, 
mid the party who succeeded to the evicted premises 
did not take out an interim transfer as he ought to have 
taken out immediately, and then in that case no tried to 
get a transfer of tho license which hod been in the honso 
in respect of which he was then coming, and when tho 
facts came to be looked into, they said : “ No ; there has 
“ been some mistake abont this ; you may have suffered 
“by it, but there has been no temporary transfer 
“ obtained, and really this is a new license, although, 
“ no donbt there has been a long time a license of tubs 
*• house.” You oan imagine that in many ways like 
that, where there has been an eviction or a bankruptcy, 
there may be some little hitch in the proceedings, and 
in all such cases I think the tendency of the court is 
to keep the rule in Clitheroe’s case within the narrowest 
limits of transfer in the strict sense of the term. 

56.159. Supposing a husband had been guilty of mis- 
conduct, should he be allowed to transfer his been so to 
his wife P — Well, I am not certain that that case has 
arisen, and I should not like to give an opinion. 

56.160. (Dean Dickinson.) Have you had cases of 
applications of that kind 1 — I would not like to say at 
tho moment. It would be a rare case. 

56.161. Thoy have been made and refused P — Possibly. 

56.162. Yon were referring to two cases of dormant 
licenses, one where they never operated, and I should 
describe those a e stillborn licenses. There are others 
which have fallen asleep, which tlio holders leave 


Those 

are properly dormant licenses P — Yes. 

56.163. The other two are what I would describe as 
stillborn licenses which never operated at all? — I think 
that wonld be perhaps more correct. 

56.164. (MV. Biley Smith.) In Cox’s case you say that 
the license was dormant. Had Cox been paying for 
that license year by yearP — Yes, and you will see a 
little later on a very good reason why people do take 
out these dormant licenses and keep them in Irolond. 

There is a good reason for it. 

56.165. (Chairman.) These dormant pnblioans’ 
licenses P— Yos ; which wo shall come to later on. 

56.166. (Dean Dickinson.) They are certified every The case 
year ? — Yes. Before I pass from that, the cases I hare of The 
mentioned are two oases in which the court dis- Queen v. 
tinguished the particular cases from Olithero’s cose The 

and held that they were different cases. One case has Justices of 
come before the Queen's Bench Division which, ad- Cavan, in 
mittedly, is on all fours with Clitheroe’s case, which which 
therefore, enabled Clitheroe's case to bo reconsidered by Clitheroe’s 
the Queen’s Bench Division, bat that was never taken °? s0 was , 
to the Court of Appeal. That case was Smith’s case— discussed 
the Queen and the justices of Cavan — which is tho only 'V? c lght 
case I need refer to in addition to what I have done. £ . 

It is often referred to, and it is reported in the 30th ‘ of ‘ 
Low Reports, Ireland, page 137. Sharp o. 

56.167. (Mr. Money Wigram.) Oan you give us tho Wakefield, 
dote of it P — It was the year after Sharp v. ’Wakefield, B. (Smith) 
1892 or 1893. The judgment was given in 1893, 1 think, v. Justices 
but the case came before the magistrates shortly after *f Cavan, 
the decision in Sharp v. Wakofield, and the magistrates 30 I*. B.I., 


, _ , .agistrates 

held that Sharp v. Wakefield had overruled Clitheroe’s P* 187, 
case, and they accordingly applied to an admitted 
transfer the third requirement which we have men- 
tioned so often; I mean tho number of previously 
licensed houses. Then a motion was instituted 


a certain purpose, and never used it. It had not been licensed houses. Then a motion was mutitui 
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Mr. D. P. behalf of Smith, the applicant, for a Mandamus to 
Barlon. compel n transfer to him, and the Queen’s Bench 

granted the Mandamus, holding that Sharp v. Wakefield 

22 Mar. ’98 being a case of a renewal, as, of course, we all know it 

was, and not a transfer, and having been decided on 

English statutes, which are quite different from the 
Irish statutes, did not warrant the re-opening of 
Clitheroe’s case, and further that Olitheroe’s case having 
been decided by the Queen’s Bench Division the Queen’s 
Bouch Division would not re-open it, being a court of 
co-ordinate jurisdiction, and if it was to be re-opeued 
it mast be reopened in the Court of Appeal, it is a 
. very strange thing, but that cuso was never taken to 
tho Court of Appeal. I do not know how it was. I 


Decision 
of the 
Queen's 


law and the personal representatives. The court in Jf r n p 
a subsequent case of Kelly «. Montagne, explained and Sara, 

distinguished the case of Bronnan v. Domey, and held . ' 

that there is no property in the license apart from the 
licensed premises. Brennan v. Domey was reported in 
21 L. R. L, p. 363, and Kelly v. Montague, in 29 L. R. I., 


Chief 

Justice 
O’Brien 
quotes Mr. 
Justice 
Wills’ 
dictum us 


difference 
between 
the Irish 


Division 
in the case 
of The 

Justices of very strange tWg. but that enso 
Cavan. m jjrht j u8 t ljefore leaving ii, iub»»uu vuu 

in the judgments. In the course of his judgment the 
Chief Justice quoted the following words of Mr. Justice 
Wills in Sharp v. Wakefield which say that the statutes 
; -\ the two countries differ, Mr. Justice Wills said: 
These statutes, though dealing with general questions, 
differ in particulars so important tnat the decisions 
“ on them given by one of the courts of the two 
“ islands afford no real gnido in tho case of questions 
“ arising in the sister island.” Mr. Justice Holmes, 
who is now Lord Justice Holmes, used the following 
words, which are significant. He said : “ If this were 
and “ the first occasion on whioh this question was to 

English “ lie decided, I would be prepared to hold that 

statutes. “ the justices had acted within their jurisdiction.” 
Mr. Justice In other words, he appears to differ from the deoision 
Holmes on in Clitheroe's lease in his own opinion, hut he pointed 
Clitlieroe’i out in the course of his judgment that the case of 
case. Sharp v. Wakefield did not touch the point being a 
deoision on the English Licensing Acts, which were 
•undoubtedly different from the Irish Acts in this all- 
essential particular, that while in England the licensing 
authority is given a complete discretion in the granting 
of licenses, and I believe in the renewing of licenses, it 
is clear that in Ireland tho discretion of the licensing 
authority is limited to some extent, and the question is 
only how far it is limited. This case was not taken to 
the Court of Appeal. I tried to inquire why it was, and 
somebody suggested that it was perhaps because there 
was nob money ; but howover it may be, the case has 
never been brenght to the Court of Appeal. It rests 
now as I have stated it, and I think it may be said to bo 
this : that many of the judges hove referred to Clitheroe's 
case with a certain amount of, at any rate, caution and 
reserve, and have expressed an opinion that they would 
not commit theinsolves to concur with it ; on the other 
hand, it has been pointed out by the judges that it is a 
case of great authority, nnd it is admitted that nobody 
but the Court of Appeal or the House of Lords can 
alter it. 

Sharp v. 56,168. ( Chairman . ) Should I be right in saying that 
Wakefield whatever the real state of tho law may be as elucidated 
has no in the Clltheroe cose and its successors, Sharp r. Wake- 
application field has not beon in any way affected or invalidated 
in Ireland, bv the decision in this case? — No. With regard to 
being dc- Sharp r. Wakefield, os tho Irish judges in that case of 
the justices of Cavan pointed out, even if they were to 
reverse Clitheroe’s case in the Court of Appeal, it would 
not be on account of Sharp v. Wakefield, because Sharp 
v. Wakefield is on a different set of statutes. It would 
bo only because the judges of the Court of Appeal might 
take a different view of the construction of the Irish 
Acts to what the former judges did. 

66.169. (Mr. Young.) The case of Sharp v. Wakefield 
has no application in Ireland P— No. 

56.170. And the deoision of Clitheroe's case establishes 
the principle of vested interests P — That may be said in 
a popular way. I would net, perhaps, use that phrase 
as a legal description of it, but certainly to an extent it 
does. 

56.171. It establishes the principle of the absolute 
right to have the license transferred P — Subject to the 
character of the applicant and to the suitability of the 
premises. 

56.172. (Mr. WhMalcor.) But has not Lord Justice 
Barry distinctly said that it did not establish any pro- 
perty in a license ?— ' Yes, that is so ; I think yon are 
referring to a Chancery suit in which a public-house 
and a license were concerned — I think it was Brennan 
v. Domey. I will tell you how tho question arose. 
The licensed premises wore freehold property, and they 
passed to the heir-at-law, and it was decided in this 
Chancery administration suit, by the Vice-Chancellor 
and the Court of Appeal, that the house should go to 
tho heir-at-law, hut the license should go to the personal 
representatives ; bnt tho case turned entirely upon its 
special facts, upon equities arising between tho heir-at- 


stntutes. 


Lord 
J ustioe 

dictum 
that there 


). 429. 


•,173. (Dean Dickinson.) No inheritance P — Yes, no 
inheritance and no property. Lord Justice Barry said 
in Brennan v. Dorney that ho mnst not be understood as 
over having decided, in Clitheroe’s case, that there was 
anything which could be called, in law, a property in the 
license, and you must remember, of course, that “ pro- 
perty ” may be used in a popular sense in many ways 
which are rather loose from a logoi point of view and, 
therefore, yon may say you cannot deny that a license 
renders a house much more valuable — renders it a 
more valuable property, and that a license with a 
house renders the people much better off than if they 
had not got a license. Therefore, in one sense — in the 
popular sense — it is a kind of property, but the courts 
nave decided that in a legal sense it is not a property, 
that is to say, it could not be severed from the house 
with which it is concerned and could not be regarded 
per se as property. 

56.174. (Mr. Whittalter.) May I ask you if these were 
Lord J usticc Barry’s words referring to the Clitheroe 
case. Did he say, “ although one or two of the judges 
“ had used the word property, he did not understand 
“ any of them to say that property in the license was 
“ created; he would have dissented had it been said, 

“ because he did not think there was any property 
“ whatever in the license”? — Yes; I have not the 
“ cose before me, but from my recollection, I have no 
doubt those were his words. 

56.175. (Dean Dickinson.) That would be called in 
logic a separable accident? — Yes, you will find very 
little logic in the licensing laws. 

56.176. (Chairman.) Is that all you feel disposed to 
say upon this part of the snbjeot? — Yes. I mnst 
apologise for going into it at length, but I thought it 
would ba useful to the Commission to have the judg- 
ments in these cases which bear on Clitheroe's case. 

56.177. We do not wish to curtail any of your remarks. Publicas' 
Now, as to occasional liconaes, how are occasional otcuioul 
licenses granted in Ireland? — Occasional licenses are licenses. 

g ranted in Ireland, I belive, in the same way as in 23 & 26 
ugland. They are granted under tho Inland Rovenue Viet c. 22 
Act of 1862, section 13, and tlio Inland Revenue Act «• 18. 
of 1863, section 20. 26 A 27 

56,178. That is to Bay, ono magistrate may gTant au , oj_ ’ 
occasional license ? — Exactly. 

56,179. He need not sit in court? — He need not sit 
in petty sessions. They may not lio granted for more 
than 8 lx consecutive days at ono time, and the justices 
arc to specify the hours of opening in writing, and 
unless the occasion is a public dinner or ball, those 
hours shall not be earlier than sunrise or later thun 
10 p.m. 

56,180. I suppose they are only granted to those who 
have a license to sell on the promises? — Quito so, only 
to those who have a license to sell on. I may mention 
that occasional licenses are granted to ■wine refreshment 
houses, but no certificate is necessary in that case. I 
merely mention it in passing, because it does not 
properly come at this time. 

56,181. For how long a time may they be granted ? 

— To wine refreshment houses ? 


56.182. No, to the publicans ? — For six days at a time. 

56.183. For six consecutive days? — Yes, for six 
consecutive days. 

56.184. And on each of those days the license may 
empower tho licensee to bo open for what houra?— Not 
earlier than Bunrise nor later than 10 p.m., except in 
the case of a public dinner or ball, when it may lie 
extended to a later hour. 

56.185. All night P — I do not know that there is any 
limit. 


56.186. Presumably, therefore, a single magistrate 
sitting in his own house may grant a license for a house 
to be open for six consecutive days and six consecutive 
nights ? — Yea, I think that is so. I could not say how 
it works, but the police will bo able to tell you how it 
works. 

56.187. Are there any other occasional licenses?— Otter 
Except the wine refreshment houso keepers — they can 

get an occasional license. 1 do not know it is much I'M"”' 
got, hut, as a matter of faot, there is statutory power. *L ‘ 1(i 
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, j, p 56,188. Is that with the condition precedent of a 
"Sartor, magistrate's certificate ? — No, not in the case of a wine 
refreshment bouse lioenso. 


56,189. The Excise would grant that? — Yes, they 
would under the Inland Revenue Act of 1864. I may 
mention this, that down to 1874 publicans in Ireland 


section 8 of the licensing Act, 187-1. The certificate ilfr. D. F. 
is to tho effect required by the original Beer Houses Barton. 

Act of 1864, which has been applied to these other 

cases. I may just mention what it is. . It should.be 22 Msr. ’98 
a certificate, signed by two or more justices presiding ■ ■- 
at potty sessions of the district in whioh tho appli- bcor re- 
cant resides, or if in tho Dublin metropolitan tailers. 


: ui . - ' — ’ : .rv ' - ™ . — : cant resides, or it m tno unonn mo . 

«,«• d “”'f “ district bv a divisional i»»tio., to tho oood ohmotor 37 1 SB 

,1 without ^ ooi^ional liceiiBa. Howetor, by tile 4th ,f „ a to tho mutability o" tho ‘ - 


section of the Licensing Act of 1874 this matter was 
dealt with, and no person can now sell intoxicating 
liquor elsewhere than upon his licensed premises 
without an occasional license, so that if a man wants to 
sell at fairs or races he must get an occasional license. 


Ir.bni 


56.190. He must have his house in the district where 
the fair is held? — Yes, I think I ought to mention 
there, as it is a matter which distinguishes it from the 
English law, that there aro no provisional licenses in 
Ireland pending building ; for example, in the case of 
on hotol, they do not get a license in future as they do 
in England. There must be a house. 

56.191. Then occasional licenses enable a man to sell 
liquor at a place not his own house P— Yes. 

Eicmptiou 56,192. Thero arc exemption orders, as they are 
onto. cnlled, iu Ireland ? — Yes, they are vorv similar to those 
3; £38 in England. Under section 11 of the Irish Act of 1874 
Vktc. 69 exemption orders may be mode ns in England, 
s- 56,193. To a man to open his own house till a later 

hour? — Yes. For example, in Dublin there is one 
restaurant where they keep open for the theatre-goers 
till 12 o’clock for supper. That is done on an exemption 
order. 

56.194. Are they granted by tho magistrates? — They 
are granted by the Commissioners of Police in Dublin, 
and elsewhere by two justices in petty sessions. 

56.195. ( Viscount de Vesci.) In tho city of Dublin P — 
In Dublin the Commissioner of Police, and elsewhere 
two justices can do it They must sit in petty sessions. 

56.196. ( Cluiirman .) Am I right in saying that an 
exemption order is for all Lime unless revoked, whereas 
an occasional license is only for a specified period ? — I 
think so; that is the distinction. 

So "ex- 56,197. Yon have no extensions in Ireland? — No, we 
lemions" have no extensions. Wo have only exemptions, and 
iu Ireland, occasional licenses. 

56.198. And the exemptions aro granted by tho 
police only ? — The oxomptious nre granted by the Com- 
missioners of Police only in Dublin, and by two 
justices in petty sessions elsewhere. 

56.199. (DeanDicTciniion.) Public notice must be given 
of that exemption order by its boing posted p — I was 
not aware of that. 


porsou, and to tho suitability 0 

for the purpose of such sale ; and it. 
renewal or transfer, a certificate to tho good character vici. e. 94 
of tho person, mid to the peaceable and orderly way in 
which tho premises have been conducted during the * ” 
past year. v ' 


56,201. Public notice stating the days aud hours for 
which the exemption order is to be applied for has to 
be publicly posted P — Yes, I think so. 


50,202. (Chairman.) I do not wish to refer to military 
canteens, but the Canteen Aots apply 10 the constabulary, 
and therefore that would come within our jurisdiction, 
. sot0 8peak? — Yes. Tho military canteens in Ireland 
aro the same as in Englaud under tho Act of 1881. 


56.203. And the Military Canteen Acte are applied 
to the constabulary ? — No, thero is a special Act — the 

3g Constabulary Act of 1874, which I believe is only 
c. 80. exercised by us in Dublin. 

56.204. (Ftseotmi do Void.) There are hardly any 
separate canteens at all, I believe? — Only one in tho 
dep6t in Dublin. It was for that purpose the Act was 
passed. That is hardly worth mentioning, but as a 
matter of fact it does require a magistrates’ certificate. 


56,205. The military canteens are the same as they 
are here in England r — Yes, tho same os they are in 
England. 


••ajcirc t 


speak 


later, but am I right in saying that ii 

retailers' lioonses that is the only case in Ireland i 
which the magistrates' certificate is final and absolute P 
—Yea. 


56,208. They have an absolute discretion in the case 




56,206. (Chairman.) Now you have dealt with the 
classes of on-licenses requiring tho magistrates’ certifi- 
cate. Let us now turn to the off-license ? — There are 
three classes of off-licenses which require a magistrates’ 
iotfi certificate, tho spirit grocors, the wholesale beer dealers, 
lining t , . tno beer retailers ; und I may just mention the 
spirit history of that. Tho beer retailers were first rendered 
pwers, subject to a magistrates’ certificate by tho Beer Houses 
xlolcmic (Ireland) Act, 1864, and this requirement was applied 
h*er deal- to the spirit grocers by scotion 82 of the Licensing 
"laud Act, 1872, aud to tho wholesalo beer dealers by 


of refusal P — Yes, Tho beer retailors under tho Aot of terial dis- 
1882 stand by themselves altogether. There is an cretion un- 
aljsolute discretion in the magistrates to reject them on qualified in 
any grounds ; but with tho othev two, the spirit grocers the case of 
and the wholesale beer dealers, the certificate which I beer re- 
havo just mentioned applies to them. The applicant toilers; not 
must gi vo 21 days’ notice in writing to the police stating *“* 
his intention to make the application, his place of resi- ot “ er 
dence, the situation and place of the house where he 
proposes to carry on business ; and if ho has previously , «, 

been a licensed person his last place of business, and 1 ' ‘ ' 


date at which he gave it up. Tho police are the 
only people authorised to object iu this case. 


56.209. Are the police in these cases in correspon- 
dence with the licensing authority? — The police get 
notice. Notice must be given to the police, and the 
police themselves are the only people authorised to 
object to these cases. 

50.210. Who gives notice to the police? — The 
applicant must give notice to the police. 

56.211. But the licensing authority are not brought 
in in any way P — No. The police, if they wish to 
object, will appear before tho licensing authority aud 
object. 

56.212. I thought these cases we aro upon were quite 
outside the magisterial discretion, and granted by the 
police P — Do you mean the beer dealers P 

56.213. I am not talking of them speoially? — Tho Magis- 
whole of these cases, the spirit grocers, tho wholesalo trntet oan- 
bcor dealers, and tho beer retailors— all three must get not refuse 
n certificate from the magistrates, and the curious spirit 
thing is that in this case it has been held that unless grocers or 
tho police object the Beach have no power to refuse wholesalo 
a license in the case of a spirit grocer or a wholesale beer 
beer dealer, and that, even though tho applicant's own dealers 
statement may show that his character is had or his license, 
place is unsuitable. Although that sounds very strange, ““I®* 5 
the Court of Appeal have made it clear that no real P?. 
miscarriage of justice can take place. The strict words ol> 3 cot- 

of the statute require that construction, but they point 
out that tho court, if they do aeo anything in the 
statement of the upplicant which shows that his 
diameter is bad or his premises unsuitable, can 
adjourn the cose and give notice to the police 
oE those facts, and then the police can appear, and 
object, on a subsequent occasion ; so that there is no 
fear of » man passing without inquiry. It is only that 
the words of the Act do not allow tho magistrates to 
act except after objection has beou taken by the police. 

56.214. Then what do you say as to tho spirit grocer ? >pj l0 ,_j r ^ 
— Tho spirit grocer's is a most diffioult subject. That grocer in 
is tlio only license that is confined bo Ireland. It is Ireland, 
limited to Ireland. I am afraid I must take a little 

time about this. 

56.215. You say it has no analogy to the grocer’s 
license in England or Scotland P — No, it is a different 
kind of license, and it has a peculiar history altogether. 

I believe it is the only Dish license that really lias no 

direct analogy either in England or Scotland. Tho rinS^irinn 


ipirit grocer” is defined by the Slst section of 


the Licensing Act of 1872 
selling 


of spirit 


V 98449. tr 
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_ meaning “any person Ktocet - 

“ dealing iu or selling tea, cocoa-nuts, chocolate, or . ' 

‘ pepper,” und having an Excise license “ to sell spirits v ic 7 * M 
" by retail in any quantity not exceeding two quarts nt . 8 . ' 

“ one time, to be consumed elsewhere than on the ' ’ 

“ premises.” So that practically, you see, it means 
this in its original meaning: it means the grocer who 
has n license to sell spirits off in quautities not 
oxoeodiug two quarts. 
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50.216. But there is rarely this analogy between the 
spirit grocer’s license in Ireland, and the grocer's 
license in England and Scotland, iliat they were 
granted because it was thought advisable that persons 
wishing to get liquor should not go to the public-house 
to get it p — Certainly. That was the policy of the 
liceuse. I may mention the history of it. It is stated 
to have been first introduced by tho Lush Parliament 
iu 1731, and it was believed that the reason for its intro- 
duction was that it was at that time thought desirablo 
that means should be provided for enabling persona pur- 
chasing spirits in small quantities to procure them 
without having to resort to a public-house. That was 
tho whole policy, I believe, of the license. 

56.217. But has that policy been indicated in any 
subsequent statute P— It has ; and, as a matter of fact, 
you will find it has been so far carried out through the 
whole law. I could illustrate this poiut from certain 
statutes which have been repealed, but perhaps it is 
liaidly necessary to trouble you with those ; bnt it has 
boon laid down, too, in cases by judges that it is con- 
trary to tho policy of tho law that the some mau should 
be a publican and spirit grocer. That follows out this 
original idea : that a spirit grocer should not soli to be 
consumed on — that it was supposed to be a means to 
enable people to get small quantities of spirits, and to 
sell off. 

56.218. (Mr. Whittaker.) Tho majority of tho grocers 
do soil on in Ireland ? — If they do they break the law. 
Perhaps you arc referring to' tho fact that frequently 

J rablicans in Ireland ore also grocers. As a matter of 
Act publicans are grocers in many parts of Ireland. 
You will find it is a custom which does not apply in 
England. Very often publicans are shopkeepers, but 
they are not to bo confounded with spirit grocers. The 
spirit grocer can only soil off, and i f he sells on, as I havo 
heard it suggested that he sometimos does, ho does so 
snhjoct to a serious series of penalties, and he would be 
prosecuted if discovered. 

56,219. (Chairman.) Why, out of all tlic multitude of 
trades, was tho grocer particularly selected as the 
person upon whom the grocer’s license should be 
conferred ? — I do not know how that is, bat it is very 
curious. 

56,220. I understand that it is so in Ireland ? — It is 
so. I was going to refer to a rccont decision, bnt that 
would bo rather confusing tho matter now. It is so, 
and it appears that tho Excise authorities ought not to 
grant this license to anybody who is not a grocer. 

56,221. Not.n blacksmith, say P — No ; in fact it lias 
been decided in a recent case, to which I may have to 
refer, that the magistrates have no authority to inquire 
whether a mau applying for a spirit grocer's certificate 
is a grocer or not. It is for tho Excise. I do not 
know whothcr they scrutinise that, mutter very closely, 
but it would appear to bo desirable that a magistrate 
should, if there is any use iu it. 

56,222. As a matter of fact, from your observations, 
nre spirits sold in Dublin, say, by any of the tradesman 
class other than grocers — not a regular publican ?— Iu 
larger quantities they ore sold by the spirit dealers. 

56,223. But in the small quantities that the grocer 
can sellP — I do not know; tho publican can sell iu 
small quantities. 

56,224. But otherwise nobody but a grocer ? — No j it 
runs through all the statutes that he must be a person 
soiling tea, cocoa-nuts, chocolato, or pepper, and in 
tho popular slang he is sometimes called tho “ cocoa- 
nut man.” 

56,225. ( Sir Algernon TEeet.) Drapers, I believe, 
sometimes sell on iu country places S’ — Yes ; that has 
nothing to do with the spirit grocer, but, as a matter 
of fact, tho trades of publican and draper, I believe, in 
some country places are united. 

56.22C. (Bean Diclcvnson.) And even an ironmonger P 
— Even an ironmonger. It is a matter of custom iu 
Ireland fox the trades to bn united. I cannot say how 
it has arisen. I do not think it is so much tho case in 
Dublin now. 

56,227. (Viscouni De Vcsci.) Is not it always the caso 
that they conduct some other business besides selling 
on ? — That is so generally in Irelnud ; in tho country 
the publican in very often a shopkeoper. 

56,228. (Mr. Grinling.) Practically all the publicans 
arc gi-ocers, with very few exceptions P — I would rather 
the police told you that, because I have not taken any 
personal observation as to that. 

56,229. But, as a matter of fact, they soil mostly 
drapery and hardware P — Yes, largely. 


56.230. They are general shops ? — Yes. f 

56.231. (Chairman.) Was there any certificate of the 
magistrate required for the issue of a spirit grocer’s ~ ‘ — 
license down to a recent period ? — It was not required Sbfc# ' ; 
until 1872. Without reforriug to their contents, I 
should just mention the Acts. The Spirit Grocers 
(Ireland) Act of 1818, tbo Licensing Act, 1825, and the 
Spirit Grocers Act of 1845 arc tho three Acts which - s r 
dealt with spirit grocers' licenses before 1872, and none fcS . ,3, 
of those required tho magistrates’ certificate, but in g . 

1872 that requirement was made for tho first time. c. si ’ ■ 

56.232. In the Act oil 1872 was there any definition 8 & ,J Hr. I 

given of the spirit grocer ? — Yes, there was. I have *• **. | 

given it practically. 

56.233. The “ cocoa-nut man”?— Yes. It was first Mass, 
required in the Act of 1872, in the case of certain grants uW\ Ci r- 
ancl renewals, that there should bo a certificate of good tificuch 
character, and as to tho peaceable and orderly way in tboca*"; 
which the '.business bad been conducted in the pro- the spin: 
coding year. Then in tho Act of 187-1, section 9, this peett. , 
was extended to all new applications for spirit grocers' ss & se 
licunses, and it was provided that in the case of now Viet. i-. si. ' 

1 iccnsos the certificate should be as to good character 37 & 33 ' 
and tho suitability of the promises, and, in the ense of Victe.tj, 
renewals and transfers, ns to good character and tho *• 9. 
peaceable and orderly conduct of the house. 

56,231-. Can a now grant be refused to a grocer 
to sell spirits ? — Yes, a now grant can bo refused on 
either of those two grounds, on either character or 
unsuitability. 

50.235. There is no difficulty which arises about the Why Jo 
transfer of spirit grocers' licenses such as you mentioned spirit 
in tho Clitheroe case ? — No, because the two grounds dealers '.0 
of objection are equally applicable — to grant renewal Irelnud 
or transfer. There hnve boon several decisions, and talieeu' 
perhaps it will be convenient to mention a matter 1 
which I said 1 would mention, namely, why it is that J;“' s . 
the spirit dealers in Ireland take out publicans’ licenses llteD ‘ < ' a 
and do not use them. A spirit dealer cannot sell less 

than 2 gallons ; a spirit grocer cannot sell more than 

2 quarts. You accordingly seo there is a hiatus, and 
supposing a man were a spirit denier ho could not sell less 
than 2 gallons, and, in fact, unless lio become a publican 
ho could not sell between 2 gallons and half a gallon. 

50.236. I think yon have a very remarkable case Marshal's 
which illustrates the law as to spirit grocers Y — Yos, it cases as to 
is Marshall’s case. It iH a very remarkable caso. spirit ^ 
Marshall, a grocer in tho village of Ballyfatton, in north P 0Nr J 
Tyrone, has been for 20 years trying to get a spirit 
grocer's license, and four times in tho course of that 

time has his case como before tho jndgos in Dublin, the 
Queen's Bench, or tho Court of Appeal, and different 
points have been decided in liis cases. On the first 
occasion, in the year 1877, it was contended, by those 
who objected to Marshall’s license, that the objection of 
tho number of previously licensed houses might apply 
to a grocer, and when that camo before the Queen's 
Bench on application for a Mandamus, that point was 
not fought, and it went by default. Ever since then The min- 
it has been assumed that tho objection as to the “ er ,. . 
number of previously liconsod houses docs not apply P rc ™“ f 
to a spirit grocer, and that may bo said to be the law. *J®“. 

The lost L>, which I think mm in 1802, IbM 
again tried to get his spirit grocer’s license, and on flt - c(io „ 
that occasion his application was lor a spirit grocers 
and a beer retailer’s licenso. Tho magistrates refused 
both. Ho appealed to tho Queen’s Bench only on the 
spirit grocer’s licenso ami tho Queen’s Bench and tho grocer's 
Court, of Appeal held that they could not upset the ficcnssr- 
magistrates’ order, because it was a composite ouo. 

They bad never been asked to giro Marshall a spirit Marshal' 
grocer’s license only ; they liod been asked to give him seewsl 
a spirit grocer’s and a beer retailer's liconso; they had ■PF"®"* 
refused that, and they would not compel them to po ream 
half of what they had been nslcod to do when they really ° . 

had been asked to give the two things. But Marshall £ 
was not dismayed and ho agoiu applied, I think in the 
following year, and on this occasion n very important , 

point was decided. Tho magistrates re fused his applioft- 1^“. 
tiou for a spirit grocer's license on tho following ground, mi 
They refused it on the ground of the unsuitability of the / ( i 
promises, from their locality being in the immediate # - u . 

neighbourhood of a public-liouso and close to a school and l 

place of worship. That came bofore tho petty sessions . 

nud they appealed to the quarter sessions, and tho magis- 
trates at quarter sessions affirmed that judgment. Then I 

lie appealed, or brought it by way of an application for R. ( J 
a Mandamus to the Queen’s Bench Division, and the 
Quocn’s Bench Division affirmed it, one of the judges, T C| 
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tho Chief Jastico, dissenting. The case is reported in 
the Irish Reports of 189-1-, vol. 2, p. 246. The other judges 
held there that suitability of premises did include envi- 
ronments, und did not merely refer to the construction 
of the house, and that it was open to the magistrates to 
say that promises were unsuitable because of such a 
thing as a school or church in the neighbourhood, and 
that therefore they considered it. was unsuitable in its 
environments. Chief Justice O’Brien differed from tho 
other judges, and ho held that “ the question arising 
“ on the expression ‘ suitability of premises ’ is whether 
“ the promises are suitable for the sale of spirituous 
“ liquors, not whether the sale of spirituous liquors is 
“ auitablo to the surroundings.” That ease went to 
tho Court of Appeal, and the Court of Appeal reversed 
the Queen’s Bench and uphold the judgment of Chief 
Justice O'Brien, aud they hold that suitability in con- 
nection with these liconses moaut suitability for tho 
purposes of sale, not suitability in respect of tho 
environment or neighbourhood. The judgments of tho 
Court of Appeal aro reported in the Irish Reports of 
1895, vol. 2, p. 173. 

56.237. (Dean Dickinson.) Intornal suitability P — 
Practically so. 

56.238. (Chairman.) According to that it might bo 
placed closed to a school P — A school, churoh, or 

56,239 And the magistrates would have no dis- 
cretion? — No, because they said it all turns on the 
question of construction. You must not suppose from 
that that by suitability throughout the licensing law is 
meant tho suitability for the purpose of sale, but in the 
Beer Houses Act of 1 864 the words are used : — “ Suita- 
“ bility for the purpose of sale,” and the judges held 
that those words govern tho whole of this Act, 
governing tho spirit grocers, and suitability with 
reference to spirit grocers only meant suitability for 
tho purpose of sale, and could not refor to matters 
connected with environment and local considerations 
such as a school or a church. 

56.240. So that in addition to that tho suitability oE 
the promises is hold to apply not to anything external 
to the premises but thoir internal arrangement? — 
Practically it comes to that. 

56.241. Have tho magistrates power to refuse a 
grocer’s application for a ccrtificato on tho ground of 
there boing a previous adequate supply of licenses ? — 
No, they cannot. That was decided in the first of 
Marshall's coses. They aro limited by those two deci- 
sions. It is only character and suitability for tho 
purpose of sale! That is thoir only discretion. Tho 
chnmctor of the man or tho suitability of the premises 
for the purposes of salo. 

56.242. (Mr. Grinling.) It is practically tho same as 
iu England? — I am not sure about the English law. 

5(5,243. There are four grounds in the Epglish, but 
practically it is the snmo F — Yes, practically the same. 
Then I may mention that Marshall again proceeded to 
apply for another Bpirit grocer’s license, and on that 
occasion tlio point raised mid decided was the point I 
mentioned to you, that the police must object in these 
cases ; that unless they objected tho magistrates had no 
jurisdiction to rofuBO tho certificate. Then in a case 
called Morgan’s *nso, in the same year, 1897, they 
pointed out what 1 havo mentioned, that the court can 
get rid of any inconvenience by adjourning the case, 
calling tho attention of the police to the matter, and in 
that way on a subsequent occasion the police might 
object and no difficulty would really arise. 

56.244. (Sir Algernon West.) Practically it depends 
on the police ? — Yes. 

56.245. (Dean Dickinson.) Prompting further inquiry P 
— Yes, that is to say under those circnmatanosa only. 
Supposing tlio applicant turns out to be a very bad 
character, thon tho Bench would say, We cannot refuse 
you beeauso tho police aro not objecting, but we feel it 
our duty to communicate with the police to lot them 
know what you have Btatod, and, if they think fit to 
object next time, we will consider their objection. 

56.246. (Chairman.) In no 0030 could tho decision as 
to tho suitability referring only to internal arrange- 
ments bo got over P — No ; that is to say, the police must 
object on tlio ground of suitability of premises. 

56.247. Tho police could not object to the unsuit- 
ability of promise* as regards environment? — They 
could not— that is just the distinction. They could not 
do go. 


56,218. (Mr. Whittaker.) However bad tlio character Mr. D. P. 
of a man, unless the police object, thoy cannot refuso Barton. 

the license P — That is so, and it is on the words of the 

section; but I think I ought to point out that though 22Mar.’08 

that is a technical point in tho Act, no real inconvc- 

nience arises from it, because the magistrates can do as 
I say. and the police wonld, you may take it, at once 
object. In fnct, I do not think there is likely to be any 
inconvenience from that practically. 

56,2-19. ( Dean Dickinson.) Do !yon think it would bo 
an improvement of the law to make suitability a matter 
of wider extent? — I would rath or not express an opinion 
upon that, because I think tho arguments on both sides 
are quite obvious. I am not an expert on public-house 
matters, and I am merely speaking of tlio condition of 
the law. 

56.250. What can you state was the result to 
Marshall of these frequent applications ? Has ho got 
a license ? — I am not certain about that, bnt he settled 
the law on a number of nice points, and be is veiy 
popular with the Bar. 

56.251. (Mr. Grinling.) In point of law is it un- The 

suitability or unfitness of the bouso or place P — In this decision 
partioulai' case it is unsuitability. as to the 

56.252. Just the same as in the transfer? — Un- 

suitability is tlio word here. bility of 

56.253. In the transfer it is unfitness? — I think in premises” 

the publican's license it is inconvenience of the house ,s hunted 
or place. t0 

56.254. (ilfr. Youno.) That moans the construction of grocers^ 

the premises P — With regard to spirit grocers it does, and has 
It has never been hold that it is limited to that in the not been 
case of publicans. applied to 

56.255. (Mr. Grinling.) Tho words aro “ nnfitnoss or thcsiafptrs 
ineonvenieneo of tne house or place ” ? — Yes, with re '?j. a in ? 
reference to a publican I do not think there is much ij censes 
difference unless you bring in the limiting words “ for 

the purposo of sale.” 

56.256. (Chairman.) Now turn to the wholesale beer Tho whole- 
dealers ? — The wholsesale beer dealer is the only oak hcer 
wholesale doaler in the kingdom who requires a dealer, 
certificate, and in Ireland tho wholesalo beer dealer 
requires a certificate. Ho is a person licensed to sell 

beer only in casks containing not less than gallons 

or not loss than two dozen quart bottles, of course to 

lio consumed -off. No certificate was accessory in liis 

caso till 1874. I t was under soctiou 8 of that Act that 87 & 38 

a certificate was required similar to tho one I havo Viet. c. C‘J. 

mentioned in tho caso of tho spirit grocer. s. 8. 

56.257. (Mr. Younger.) Doos not the brewer in 
Ireland require a license of that kind P — I do not think 
so. Ho requires only his ordinary brewer’s license. 

56.258. (Mr. Young.) But must tho bottles bo corkod? Must 

— I assume so. I do not know whether the word bottles bo 
“ corked ’’ is mentioned. In these caseB of wholesalo corked? 
dealers I should think so, but I do not know. That 
question of boor bottling arises very much, and I may 
mention it beoauso 1 have had letters on the subject 
with reference to tho beer retailers, to whom 1 am 
coming directly, and also with reference to the spirit 
grocers. There aro some people who think that they 
should be limited to soiling m bottles, which I presume 
means corked bottles, and that they should not bo 
allowed to sell in open vessels. I only mention it 
because several gentlemen of groat authority, and 
somo in my own profession, havo written to me on tho 
subject and have mentioned it as an unfortunate 
thing that these small retailers can sell iu open vessels. 

56.259. (Chairman.) Is tho wholesale beer dealer Tlio whole- 
subject to any hours of closing ? — No ; he must gob the salo beer 
same certificate I havo mentioned, and is practically dealer’s 
subject to tho same procodure with reference to getting hours of 

it ; but 1 do not think there is anything olso about him closing, 
that is worth observation. 

56.260. As to the hours of closing P — He is not sub- 
ject to hours of closing aa I understand. 

56.261. (Mr. Grinling.) Would you tell us why that Peculiarity 
special restriction exists in the case of tho wholesale of whole- 
beer dealer which doos not exist in the case of the wine sale beer 
and spirit dealer, that he must got a magistrates’ cer- dealer’s 
tificateP — I do not know why it was. It is rather position in 
curiims it jhoulxl ho so, bnt 1 do not know why it was Itvknd. 
done. 

56.262. (Chairman.) Then wo come to tho beer The beer 
retailer ? — Tlio beer retailors down to tho year 1882 retailer. 
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Mr. D. p. wore in the same nosition as the two classes I have just 
Barton, mentioned, namely, the spirit grocers and wholesale 

■ beer dealers, and they bad to get the same certificate 

22 Mar. '08 with the same limitations ; but, tho Act of 1882, the 

Beer Dealers Retail License Amendment Act, 45 & 46 

45 Sc 46 Viet. c. 34, has made a very important difference and 
Viet, c, 34. placed them on an altogether different footing from 
any other licenses in Ireland. The magistrates have 
an nnqnalified discretion to refuse tho beer dealer’s 
certificate on any grounds, as they may see fit. 

The wide 56,268. (Mr. Whittaker.) That is the first applica- 
discrctiou tion ? — Yes, or any application — grant, refusal, or 
of the transfer. It is the same as in England. It was on 

nsagis- English Act. It is said— but this is a mero matter, 
rrates i'i as I may say, of gossip — that the Act was not under- 
die case of stood, at tho time it passed, to apply to Ireland, and 
it is mentioned in the Act that it did not apply to 
retailers. Scotland, but as a matter of fact it does apply to 
Ireland, beo&nso every Act for the United Kingdom 
which does not exclude Ireland applies to it, and so 
that does apply to Ireland ; but I think it really 
passed as far as Ireland was concerned per ineuriam, 
and it was not noticed that it applied to Ireland. It 
was long before I was in Parliament, and I only speak 
from what I have heard. 


56.264. {Chairman.) Of all tho licenses you havo 
mentioned requiring, in some shape or other, tho 
magistrates’ certificate, the ouly one as to which tho 
magistrates’ discretion is absolute is in tho case of 
the beer retailer ? — Yes, the only one. 

66.265. Are the words used in the statute “ Free and 
unqualified ” ? — I think the words are “ Free and 
unqualified." 


Wine 

refresh- 

ment 

house 

licenses. 


When 

refresh- 
ment house 
have an 
Excise 
license. 
Tho wiuo 
license for 
a refresh- 

houso. 

23 & 24 
Viet. c. 107. 


56.266. Then we come to the wine refreshment house 
licenses P — The wine refreshment .house licenses come 
in to what I call the second class. I have now done 
with all the licenses that require a magistrates’ cer- 
tificate — six of them. Tho wine refreshment house 
license does not require any magistrates’ certificate ; 
but the magistrates arc given a power of objection to 
it. I may mention first whnt a refreshment honse is. 
A refreshment house is a house, room, or shop, kept by 
a confectioner or e&ting-honse keeper. 

56.267. He does not sell intoxicants and yet he is 
subject to an Excise liconae? — Yes, he must have an 
Excise license. That is in a town of over 10,000 inha- 
bitants he gets an Exciso lioonso as a refreshment 
house keeper, but not in any other place. 

56.268. That is tho sumo as in England P — Nearly. 

66.269. {Viscount do Vcsci.) Is he subject to the same 
hours ?— Yes. Under tho 6th section of the Refresh- 
ment Houses and Wine Licenses Act of 1860, it is 
provided that if a refreshment house keeper wishes to 
sell foreign wineB by retail, be must moke application 
to tho Excise of a very special k ind, stating his came, 
his place of abode, the description aud situation of his 
house, and the net annual value of his house according 
to the last valuation. 


56,270. {Chairman.) Then he has to have two Excise 
licenses ? — Yes. If in a town with over 10,000 inhabi- 
tants, he has to have, first, a refreshment house license, 
and then a wine license. Then the Excise officer serves 
notice of the application on the clerk of petty sessions 
and the police. If no objection is forwarded to the 
Excise officer signed by oither the justices in petty 
sessions, or the police, in 30 days the license is issued. 
Right of But objections may be made by either the police or 
the magis- the magistrates on eight different grounds. In tho 
trates or case 0 f renewal or transfer, any justice may object to 
police to the renewal or transfer, but if he does so ho must give 

object to three months’ notice before tlic expiration of the 

ment house 56,271. {Eir Charles Cameron.) Then under the 
license. refreshment house license itself ho has the right, to 
Boll beer and other things? — No. It is a sorb of con- 
fectioner’s shop. I think thero arc very few cases of it. 

56.272. A restaurant P — That kind of thing— of an 
attenuated kind — just a place for confectionery. 

56.273. (Chairman.) Thero is a condition in England 
that a person is not required to take out an Excise 
license unless he wishes to keep open after 10 o’clock. 
Does that condition apply to Ireland, do yon recollect P 
— I am not quite certain about that. The thing never 
comes before tho courts. I fancy tho law is practically 
the samo as in England. We very seldom hear of thoso 
oases in the courts. lean give you the eight objections 
that can be made. 


56.274. ( Bean Dickinson.) How are they to be made ? 
In what form ? The Act, so far as I know, says “ tho 
magistrates." Does it provido for a majority of 
magistrates or for one single magistrate ? — A justice 
might do it. 

57.275. One justice? — Yes. 

56.276. Supposing they did not agree P — Then it 
comes before petty sessions. 

56.277. There is a provision for that?— Yes, he comes 
before petty sessions after the objection is made. 

56.278. (Chairman.) Any jnstico may object as a 
citizen, not as a justice ? — As a justice. It is put 
justice. He is authorised to do so ; but he would not 
be sitting judicially in making tho objection. 

56.279. He might go before his own court and object? 
— Yes. 

56.280. Qua citizen bo may object ? — Not in this case. 
In this case it would bo only qua justice. I believe 
they arc the only peoplo authorised to object and the 
only peoplo who get notice. They arc given notice to 
enable them to object in ease they wish to do so. 

56.281. ( Dean Dickinson.) One would like to know 
how the Excise receive and entertain tho objection P— 
As I explained, the mattor comes before petty sessions, 
nnd it is decided there whether the objection should be 
entertained there, and I think thero is an appeal to 
quarter sessions, but the thing very rarely arises. 

56.282. Leaving the Excise to net on the decision of 
petty sessions? — Yes, I think so. 

56.283. (Chairman.) Then thero are licenses which 
in no sense require the certification by justices ? — Yes. 

60.284. What are those P — First there is the whole- 
sale spirit dealer’s licenso for tbo Bale of British or 
foreign spirits in any quantity not loss than two gallons 
of the same kind to the same person. I may just men- 
tion the statutes referring to these. They are the 
6 Geo. 4. c. 81., sections 2. 16, and 26. and the 23 & 24 
Viet. c. 114., section 168. You bco there that he may 
not sell less than two gallons, aud that is the reason 
why the wine and spirit dealers take out a publican’s 
license to cunblo them to sell smaller quantities than 
two gallons — between two gallons and half a gallon. 

56.285. That gives him tho right to sell on the pre- 
mises for consumption P — Not uulesB he took out tho 
publican’s license. 

56.286. Do they take it out for tho purpose of retail- 
ing less quantities ? — Yos, aud usually they do not use 
it aa a publican’s lioonso, but they take it out for tho 
purpose of retailing off, nnd it remains dormant for 
publican purposes. That is the solo reason why it 
sooms strange that a spirit dealer should go to the 
expense of taking out a publican’s license, as he very 
often docs. I think there are nearly 300 or 4)0 of them, 
hut I am not certain about tho number. It is simply to 
enable them to soil off quantities between two gallons 
and half a gallon. 

56.287. Do they ever tako advantage of having got 
tho publican's license for tho purposo of Belling off, and 
use it for the purpose of soiling on P — They do, and they 
tried to prove that tho other day in a case so as to 
make out that the license was nob a dormant ono. 
Evidence was given that some wino was taken on, or 
some beer or ale was taken on, and that was in order 
to try and prove it was not a dormant license. Latterly 
the question has become material, but as a matter of 
fact these spirit dealers do not bike the license out for 
the purpose of consuming on. They generally take it 
out in order to pursue their business in these small 
quantities which they could not lawfully execute orders 
for — loss than two gallons. 

56.288. (Mr. Grinling.) As a mattor of fact if they do 
not do so there is not a license in Ireland that would 
allow thorn to sell botweon half a gallon and two 
gallous ? — Yes. It is a perfectly logitimato thing for 
thorn to do, but there arises n doubt upon its 'legal 
effect. It is irregular because it is a publican’s license 
used for tho purpose of selling tho smaller quantity. 

56.289. (Dean Dickinson.) If thoy did use it as a 

S 'jlican’s license thero would be no illegality? 

ore would not, but as a matter of fact that is one 
of the questions that will bo shortly raised. The Crown 
are raising it. Tho Court, make a condition that they 
should notuBeitaeapublican’sliceDse. That condition 
is put on by the magistrates, and then tho xcxed 
quostion arises, is that enforceable in any way ; could 
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•r D P they turn round and rise it for publican’s purposes, or 
i s the condition of any effect ? In some cases the 
'1— magistrates have done it. 

56,290. {Chairman.) The question is what would be 
the dormant license? — Tcs, and the qnostion in the 
coarse of the nest three or four years will come before 
the courts in several shapes. 

56,291- One would think it would be very easy for a 
spirit dealer who had this publican’s license, if he 
wanted it for his own purposes, to revive tho dormant 
license, or keep the license awake P — Quite so, and thnt 
may bo a course he may toko ; but tho question is 
certainly coming, owing to the action I mentioned 
before, to be a question of considerable importance. 

56,292. {Mr. Money Wigram.) But the applicant for a 
publican's license is under a condition that he will 
regard it as a dormant license except for tho off sale ? 
__Yes, and sometimes lie asks to have it given him on 
condition that he does not uso it as a publican’s 
license ; but. as I say, the oases have come before tho 
courts in which he gob it on condition thnt ho would 
only ubo it for tho purpose for which ho wanted it, and 
the justices have made tho condition, bub that condition 
is nob binding in the eye of tho law, and tho qnostion 
is. how far oan it be infringed ? 

-• 56,29:1. {Mr. Youiuj.) Am I right iu saying the diffi- 

culty arises in Ireland because you have not got tho 
3-guinoa spirit dealer’s bottle lioonso P— I believe so. 
telle 56,294. That applies to England, but wo have not 
'ic-:iue in got it in I rcland r — I believe that is exactly tho thing. 
L-eUnd. q'hat is tho license tho absence of which makes the 
difficulty. 

56,295. And if wo had that in Ireland there would 
not be any necessity for this P — Quite so ; and that 
would appear to be the reasonable thing for a spirit 
dealer, because otherwise it must bo an anomaly. It 
is owing to the absence of that license ; and I 
remember in a judgment of Mr. Justice Holmes lie 
mentions that, and says that it is Owing to tho absouco 
of the 3-gninca license that this anomalous state of 
affairs arises in Ireland. 

Tbereirit 56,296. (Chairman.) "Will yon go on and exhaust the 
ialer, list of the licenses whioh do not require a justice’s 

mail certificate ? — The next ouo is tho spirit dealer’s retail 

bnign forcigu liqueur license, which can be taken ont by 

liqueur anyouo bolding a spirit dealer’s lioonso. That is for 

license. the sale of foreign liqueurs. 

The vino 56,297. {Mr. Grinling) As a matter of fact, I believe 
dealer's thcro aro only two in Iroland P — I bolievo so. I may 

Eeense. porhups mention the Acts relating to these liconsos. 

j5fc36 They are the Licensing Act of 1872, section 73, and 

Yict. c. 94. 23 & 24 Viot. c. 114. s. 169. Then tho next one is tho 

i. is. wine dealer’s foreign wine license for sale of wino in 


58,300. That covers river traffic P— Yes, and I may Mr. 1). P. 
mention that tho most recent example of it is in the Marlon. 
tourist development on the Shannon. I wrote as a — — ■ 
matter of curiosity and asked whnt they did on their - -Mar. 9 8 
steamers there, and they sent mo a form of license they 
got, whioh is a passenger boat lioense applied to the new 
steamers used for the tourist traffio there. 


YKte.114. 6 Goo.' 4. c. 86. sa. 216 and 226, and tho Licensing Act, 
!■ 169. 1872, section 73, sub-section 1. Then tho next is tho 

SGm. 4. shopkeeper’s retail foreign wine license for tho sale of 

*• ”• wine on retail, not to be consumed on tho premises, in 
Mitt* re P ntQ ^ quart or pint bottles, iu any loss quantity than 
Yu . two gallons or in less than one dozon reputed quart 
, ' ' bottlos at ouo time. Tho statute relating to that is tho 

33 j,'o 4 23 & 24 Viot. c. 109. ss. 3 and 4. Then, I only mention 

Victc'ioj). ^ ese because I think it right to mention them, but 
- - ' they aro .not of any interest. The next is tho sweet 
dealer’s license for the sale in any quantities of sweets 
or made wines. 


Tie (hop- 


56.301. The same ns in England? — Practically the 
same in England and Ireland. 

66.302. Issued by the Exciso ? — Yes. 

56.303. With no control whatover by the mngts- Tho 
tratesP — No control by tho magistrates whatever, theatre 
Then, ln«tly, there is tho theatre license, which is license for 
different in Ireland from England. That is under the paten umI 

5 & 6 Will. 4 c. 39. s. 7, and tho Licensing (Iroland) theatres in 
Act, 1874, seotion 7. That thoatro license only applies Uablliu 
to two theatres. In Dublin no theatre can be estab- 0SCWIII. 
lished except by Royal patent, and for such theatres 4. c. 39. 
this class of license can be obtained under those pro- «• 7. 
visions I have mentioned without tbo production of any 38 & 89 
certificate. It is granted on these conditions which Yict. e. 69. 
arc mentioned in the statute, namely, that tbc place of s. 7. 
sale must bo within the theatre, and tbo sale must only 
be to persons employed in or bamt fiflo attending per- 
formances, and that tho salo should be conducted only 
during tho performances or for half an hour before or 
after. That is tho theatre license. 

56.304. Am I right in my assumption that in Dublin 
theatres can only he set up by Royal Patent, but that in 
other towns in Ireland the municipal authorities uavo 
absolute control over tho creation and erection of 
thoatrosP — Yes. It is only in Dublin that this Royal 
Pateub is required, and, as a matter of fact, it is 
singular how few theatres there are in Ireland ; but in 
Belfast, Cork, Limerick, and Waterford, tho theatres 
aro, as a. matter of fact, under tho corporation. I 
bolievo in Waterford tho theatre is run by a committees 
of the corporation, and in ull the towns either more or 
less, under some local Acts, tho theatres aro under the 
control of the corporation. 

56.305. If tho municipal authorities in the other Other 
towns have the control over even tho erection of the theatre* 
theatres, have they not control over tho liconso to ho must get a 
granted to tho theatres for the salo of intoxicants P — publ'can’s 
No ; they must get an ordinary publican's licenso. liconso. 
Thcro is no license for a theatre (oxoopt those I have 
mentioned for the patented theatres iu Dublin) oxccpt 

tbo ordinary publican’s liccnso ; for example, in Dublin 
a publican's license is required for music nails. 

56.306. {Sir Algernon Went.) The application is board How does 
before tbo Attorney-General ? — The application for n theatre 
tho patent is hoard before tbo Attorney-Gcncral or obtain n 
Solicitor-General, and he makes his report to tho Lord patent ? 
Lioutcnant as to tbc patent: 

56.307. (Chairman.) Thon the theatres if they require 

to get a publican’s licenso would oome under tho 
magisterial control in that way ?— They would, but it 
would bo an ordinary publican’s licenso, and as a matter 
of fact I may mention — I do not know how it is in Belfast, 
but tbo Reoorder of Belfast will toll you how it is — in 
Dublin tho same rule applies to music halls. Tho Music 
music halls in Dublin must got an ordinary publican’s halls in 
license. They do not come under tho Patented Theatres Dublin 
Act, and when that license is granted it has hitherto and oIhu- 
been granted subject to conditions somewhat similar to where 
those I have mentioned in the Ant ai>out the theatres. * 


jwdwine 56,298. These licenses you are speaking of now are 
applicable to the United Kingdom and are not peculiar 
Dewceii to Ireland ? — Some of them aro applicable to the United 
jr** Kingdom, but there may ho a difference in some of 

ttase - them. I should not like to say whether any of them 

are the same. 


Dt nreeu 56,299. I believe they arc all tho same ? — I have not 
jjj™* compared them very carefully with tho English. Then 


control P — They are, and the Recorder when he gives ‘ L , u 
them tho license imposes these conditions. As a matter 
of fact there again arises tho question as to the power 
to do so, and that is one of the questions which, as I 
have said, cannot be said to be finally settled ; but ho 
does so, and they are faithfully observed by tho music 
halls. 


the next is the sweets retail licenso. I am not aware 
that anybody has taken ont that license. Then the 
next is the passenger boot license. No justices' cer- 
tificate is necessary for that. It is granted, as in 
England, to the master or commander of a vessol, or 
somo person nominated by the owner or directors upon 
a certificate or declaration from him or them con- 
firming such nomination, and it may be transferred 
in m ° ne k°lder to another master of tho same vessel. 
All vessels employed for the carriage or conveyance of 
passengers from ouo part, of the United Kingdom to the 
other aro deemed packet vessels for tho purpose of 
this license. 


56,309. I think at this point you wish to introduce A vnlue 
somo cvidonco as to the valuo and qualification of qualifica- 


premisoa ?— Yes ; there is no requirement in tho Irish Uon is n,.. 
law of any value qualification in tho onse of public- requisite in 


houses or spirit grocers. The license is paid for a full the ci 
public-house license on tho valuation, hat there is no publicans 
requirement- iu the Irish law, as far as I know, for any pr Tbit 
valuation of either a public-liouso or a spirit grocov’3 grocers, 
place of business ; but in the case of beer dealers, beer but c . c0us ‘ 
retailers, and wine refreshment houses, thcro is a value W ‘ r -V !" 
qualification required of 15f. in cities of more than cc . rtail1 
10,000 inhabitants, and 81. elsewhere. That, I think, is °"“ r 
somewhat smaller than tho qualification required' in cu> ' 0 *' 
England. 
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Mr. D. P. 56,310. When yen say the value of the house, is the 
Barton, valuation based on the fact that the license attaches to 

the house ? — No, 1 think not. It must be the valuation 

22Mar.’98 of tho house. I am not quite certain whether the 
' Excise make their own valuation or take the poor law 

valuation. It would be a matter that an Excise witness 
could tell you about ; hut the value of the house must be, 

1 am sure, upon its own value, because they havo to get 
that beforo they got the license in these cases. In fact 
the magistrates givo a certificate to that effect. I may, 

to & 41 perhaps, mention the statutes only for the purposes of 
Viet. c. 4. reference. So far as beerhouses and beer retailers aro 
s. 2. concerned, its is under the Beerhouses Regulation Act 
23 & 24 °f ib77, section 3, and as far os wine refreshment houses 
Viet, c.107. *wo concerned, under the Refreshment Houses aud Wine 
g. 8. Licenses Act of 1860, section 8. 

Hours of 56,311. It wonld be convenient if yon would here 
closing. state the conditions of the license as regards hours of 
85 fc 36 closing of licensed premises in Ireland? — Tlie main 
Viet. c. 94. statutory provisions regulating the hours of closing of 
s. 78. licensed premises in Ireland are tho Licensing Act of 
41 & 12 1872, section 78, and the Salo of Liquor on Sunday 

Viol. o. 7 2. (Ireland) Act, 1878, 41 & 42 Viet. c. 72. 

Summary 56,312. Could you summarise those? — I summarise 
of the law the law as follows : I take it in two ways to make it 
respecting clear. First, I take it by place. Within the Mctro- 
liours of politan Police District of Dublin, and within the cities 
closing. „f Belfast, Cork, Limerick, and Waterford, licensed 
houses may be opened ou Sundays between 2 p.m. and 
7 p.m. On Christmas Day, Good Friday, or other 
public fast or thanksgiving day, between 2 p.m. and 
0 p.m. ; on other day 3 between 7 a.m. and 11 p.m. 
That applies to tho five cities I have mentioned. Tlien, 
secondly, in all other cities or towns where the popu- 
lation exceeds 5,000 inhabitants, on Sunday to ho closed 
during the entire day; on Christmas Day, Good Friday, 
or other public fast or thanksgiving day they may do 
open between 2 p.m. and 9 pun., and on other days may 
be open between 7 a.m. and 11 p.m. Then, thirdly, in 
all other places, that is to say, in towns of less than 

5.000 inhabitants and in country districts tlioy are 
closed all day on Sunday; on Cmristraas Day, Good 
Friday, or other pnblic fast or thanksgiving day they 
may bo open between 2 p.m. and 7 p.m., and on other 
days may be open between 7 a.m. and 10 p.m. Now I 
will put it in tne other way, and instead of places I mil 
take it by days. First, on Sundays licensed promises 
aro olosed all day everywhere in Ireland except in the 
fivo oxemptod cities, and there they arc opoiicl from 

2 p.m. to 7 p.m. Secondly, on Christmas Day, Good 
Friday, or other public fast or thanksgiving day, 
licensed premises aro closed in cities and towns of over 

5.000 inhabitants except from 2 p.m. to 9 p.m., anil in 
other places except from 2 p.m. to 7 p.m. ; and thirdly, 
on all other days of the yoar licensed premises are 
closed, in cities and towns where tho population is over 
5,000, from 11 p.m. to 7 a.m., and other places from 
10 p.m. t# 7 a.m. 

56.313. When you mentioned that tho Sunday Act 
prevails all over Ireland except tho five exempted cities, 
may I ask you as a matter of experience whether you 
know of any movement in those exempted cities to havo 
discretion given to tho magistrates to close on Sundays, 
or to modify tho hours P — -There is no doubt about it 
from the point ol' view of tho associations who toko 
interest in that point, there is a strong movement to 
havo these cities eitlior altogether included with tho 
rest of the country or have the hours more restricted ; 
but, of course, there is an equally strong movemont on 
tho other side. I do not like to express an opinion horo 
as a witness upon it. 

56.314. (Dean Dickinson.) Not equally strong, I 
think ?— I dare sny not. I would not liko to express 
any opinion on that, but I got resolutions from both 
sides. 


60.315. (Sir Charles Cameron.) Ou tho matter of fact, 
the Ch airman asked yon if there was any movement to 
liave the discretionary power P — T am not contain that I 
have clearly in my mind any definite policy on that 
point, but you wifi have witnesses representing the 
associations who will toll you that. I know in my own 
constituency I frequently hear of these things. 

56.316. I understood that thoro was what you call a 
movement for tho restriction or for prohibition, but I 
wanted to know clearly whother you answered yes or 
no to the O hairnaan’s ; question as to discretion P— -No, 1 
could say nothing about magisterial control. 


56.317. (Dean Dickinson.) There is no movemont ou il 

that question? — I have not heard of it. j 

56.318. (Chairman.) Not as to magisterial discretion? 

— No, I do not think so. I think they go further than 
that. 

56.319. Then wo como to a question wo have had very fl 
much to deal with, and that is the bond fide traveller k 
question. I suppose he exists in largo numbers in tr 
Ireland ? — I think I may say that tho law in Ireland is 
exactly the same as in England, and there was a case in 
1896, reported in the Irish Reports for 1896, volume 2 
pago 404, a case of Parker, Appellant v. The Queen' 
Respondent, in which the recent English cases were 
approved and acted on, aud it was pointed out by the 
court Unit the justices must bo satisfied, where tho 
defendant sets up the defence that he was selling to 

a bond fide traveller, that the defendant really believed 
the customer wa3 a bond fitle traveller, and that he took 
all i-easouable care to ascertain so, and it was not 
sufficient that a person should have travelled three 
miles, but his purposo must ho to travel and not. 
to drink. In fact tho English dcoisions were accepted 
entirely and followed. .1 may mention that that 
was a cuiious case. These were tho circumstances, 
and there has been a somewhat similar case in 
England, at Southampton. Tho distance from Burrin 
to Oourbmashcrry is many miles by land, but much less 
than three miles by water, and tho question there aro6o 
whether that navigable arm of tho soa was a public 
thoroughfare within tho meaning of the Licensing Acts. 
The traveller suggested that it was not a public thorough- 
fare, and that the long circular route by land must bo 
taken to qualify him for his refreshment. 

56.320. Even though he made the short cut ?— Yes, 
but the court held tho opposite, aud they held that the 
navigable arm of the sea is a public thoroughfare, and 
that tho man woo not a bond Julo traveller. 

56.321. Whon you say that the purpose of the 
traveller must be to travel and not to drink, how is 
that purpose to bo inferred ? — Tho court ought to bo 
satisfied on these points. Tho onus is thrown on the 
licensed party to prove or to satisfy tho court that be 
really believed that the customer was bond fide and 
that he took all reasonable care to ascertain. That is 
the protection. 

56.322. Supposing ho asks the question direct. Is 
ho competent to ask tho question? — Yes; but I think 
if the magistrates did their duty they would not accept 
the mere asking nnd receiving ail answer to that 
question; but they would in some way gather from 
tno demeanour of tho witness and tho evidence ho gave 
that he really did boliovo it, and that it was a bond fids 
case. That is what they ought to do. I do not soy, of 
coarse, that it can always be done. I heard it suggested 
that the law works differently in tho throe countries. I 
am not aware that it is worse m Ireland thau in England. 
It may be. 

56.323. Then I think there aro a few minor jioints 
remaining yon would liko to draw the attention of the 
Commission to P — Yes ; about tho name of the publican 
being fixed in a conspicuous place upon tho premises. 
Tho law is the sarao in Ireland as iu England, Then 
as to tho salo of intoxicating liquor to children, the law 
is tho same in Ireland as in England. Then tho police 
power of entering is practically tho same. Then tho 
law as to tho indorsement of convictions is tho same. 

56.324. ( Sir Charles Cameron.) With regard to the 
police power of entry, does that oxtGnd to grocers ?— 
Yes. Thoro is powor of entry to grocers under tho 
special Acts. Tncu there is tho appeal from convic- 
tions. There is an appeal to quarter sessions against 
any convictions as well as against endorsement of con- 
victions. I have had it suggested that the police 
ought to have the powor of appeal as well as the 
defendant, bnt I only mention it as a suggestion that 
was written to mo by a person iu authority. They 
havo not got it at present. Thou I think that as to 
tho offences it woulc bo more convenient to leave that 
subject to ho dealt with by tho polico witnesses, who will 
go into it with personal experience. Thoro are only one 
or two mattevs I should like to mention. Prosecutions 
before the magistrates arc mainly under the Licensing 
Acts of 1872 and 1874. There aro a number of old Arts 
now uurepoalcd, but tho offences created by those Acts 
are in tho main covered by the Acts of 1872 aud 1874, so 
that, you may taho it that it is an cxcoption whon a 
prosecution is taken under tho older Acta. As a rule, 
it is taken under tho two modern Acts, but thoro nro 
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two points 1 inny montion. There is 'one important 
question, and that is the quostion of the right of nrre.st 
for mere drunkenness. As to the right of arrest for 
mere drunkenness, there is no power given in the Acts 
of 1872 and 1871- There is a power of arrest for being 
drunk when in charge of :i carriage, and a power of 
orvest for being drank nndcr certain circumstances, 
hut for mere drunkenness there is no power of arrest. 

It has always been. I thiuk, supposed — I always thought 
so. and I think it is acted on m Dublin — that there is 
a power of arrest under tho old Licensing Act of 183d, 
section 12, which gives a general power of arrest for 
mere drunkenness, but I may mention that one of tho 
county court judges has recontly decided the contrary, 
and has held that this old Act is repealed, and that 
there is no power of arrest for mere drunkenness any 
longer. 

50,325. Have you tho words of the Act of 1836 ? — I 
can give them to you. 

56.826. [Doan Dickinson.) No power of arrest for the 
purpose of prosecution, but it power of removal for the 
safety of tho person ; I bavo soon tho police constantly 
endeavour to do that? — In Dublin they act on it, and 
the Crown is taking up this matter, and is going to have 
the decision of this county court judge— a judge of 
great authority — tested in tho superior court, and the 
matter sottled. The soction is section 12 of the Act of 
1830. I will read the latter part of tho section: “And 
“ every person so found drnnk in any street, square. 

“ lane, road, way, or other public thoroughfare or 
“ place, shall and lawfully may bo apprehended by any 
“ justice, constable, peace olliccr, churchwarden, or 
“ overseer as aforesaid, and forthwith carried and con- 
'• veyed before any justice of tho peace within whose 
“ jurisdiction he .-hall be so found, to he dealt with 
" according to law.” 

56.827. “ So found ” does not mean drank and dis- 
orderly ? — If he shall he so found. 

56.328. (Mr. Grinling.) They do arrest for simple 
drunkenness, do they not P — They do, but they do it, 
not under the recent Acts, hut nnder this old section, 
nud I havo pointod out that the question has been 
raised now in au acute form by one of tho county court 
judges deciding that this former Act is repealed, and 
i lint there is no power of arrest for mere drunkenness. 
The Crown disputes tho proposition, and tho matter 
will bo brought before the superior courts and settled 
finally in the couvbc of the following year. 

50.329. (Doan Dickinson.) Do not tlio police distin- 
guish between arrest for tho purpose of bringing boforc 
a magistrate and arrest for tho nurposo of detaining 
until tho man is sobor P— Yes. Tnere is a distinction, 
but I would rather not go into that. I only mention 
ihc woll-known point bcoauso I know it as a law officer. 

56.330. (Chairman.) Tho Act of 183C has not been 
formally repealed P— No. 

56.331. It is a question of construction ?— Yes. I 
presume the county court judge considered that it had 
been repealed by implication. 

56.332. As to prosecutions. "Who prosecutes for 
offences against tho licensing laws ? — The police. 

56.333. The Chief Constable P — The details of pro- 
cedure I would rather you would get from the police 
witnesses, but, as a matter of fact, I think it would be 
the Chief Constable in the district. Then there is only 
one other matter I should mention, because it would 
not bo complete without. I havo said these Licensing 
Acta cover most of the offences, but it is right to 
mention ono Act. That is tho Shobeening Act. That 
is 17 & 18 Viet. c. 89. ss. 3 and 4. That is an Act for 
dealing with tippling, and the Act is frequently 
referred to. I should rather on these police matters 
that the police should give you tho details, because I 
never appear thero, and know nothing about the 
procedure thoro beyond theory. As a matter of fact, 
i think those two are the two Act3 in the old law 
which arc most resorted to. Tho right of aiTcst for 
more drunkenness is under the Act of 1836 and the 
tippling or tho Shobeening Act; but otherwise tho 
majority of prosecutions are conducted under the Acts 
of 1872 and 1874. 

Adjourned for a short time. 

56.334. (Sir Charles Cameron.) You mentioned that in 
Ireland there is magisterial control of tho wholesale 
beer licenses P— Yes. 


56.335. That is quite exceptional P— Quite excep- Mr.D.P. 

tional. I believe it is the only one in the kingdom. A Barton. 
wholesalo beer dealer in Ireland is subject to magisterial — 
control. * * 

56.336. You mentioned with regard to one class of pi(r etuB( . e 
licenses magisterial control baa been applied per j, ctween 
iiunriam, os you considered it, to Ireland. Was that t i le beer 
by Sir Henry Selwyn Ibbetson’s Table Beer Licenses retail 
Bill P — That was tho bocr retailers. The table beer is a license and 
different thing. I may mention that a table beer license the table 
also can be taken out in Ireland, but I did not mention beer 

it because it never has been applied for, and I did not license, 
waut to trouble you with that. It is tho beer retailor’s 
license for the retail of beer in small quantities. Tho 
wholesale beer dealci* nncl the beer retailers dovetail 
into one another. 

56.337. ?ou -a.v tho table beer license is not known 
in Ireland, though you say it is recognised by law ?— 

"Well, it is grautablc, but never granted. 

56.338. Do you happen to know whether tho condi- 
tions under which it was grautablc were altered by Sir 
Henry Solwyn Ibbetson’s Act? — I do not. I never 
took any intorest in it, because it never comes to us. 

56.339. I do not know whether I understood it Difference 

rightly, but, as I understood you, publican’s applioa- between 
tions lor new 1 iccnsos aro considered at quarter sessions F 6“-“ English 
— Yes, at quarter sessions. f n<l 1 . 

law as to 

56,3-10. That is totally different from the practice in au tho- 
England ?— Yes. rity For 

56.341. They are considered at petty sessions with an grouting ^ 

appeal in England ? — Yes, so I believe. Sccnse*" 8 

56.342. What is the machinery in Dublin? Are The 

there quarter sessions in Dublin P — In the city tho notice as 
Recorder of Dublin sits alone ns solo licensing authority to granting 
without any magistrates with him. He has absolute publicans’ 
authority. licenses in 

56.343. He grants all now licenses? — He usually Dublin, 
refuses them. 

56.344. He considers them P— He considers them. 

56.345. Is thoro any confirming, as is the case in 
England, of now licenses. A new certificate is not 
valid until confirmed. Is tliero any confirmation in 
Ireland P — None whatever. There is no appeal from 

the Recorder, and the only way ho can be controlled is No « cou . 
by a Prerogative Writ from the Queen’s Bench. nnnation ” 

56.346. The confirming is not an appeal. A new of licenses 
license granted in this country comes, as n matter of >“ thf 
coarse, before a confirming committee? — Quite so. English 
Thero is confirmation in Ireland of an interim license. of 
That is confirmod at tho annual sessions, but there is 

no such confirming oh you aro referring to. 

56.347. Tho confirmation of tho interim license is not interim 

by a confirming committee but by quarter sessions P — licenses in 
Yes, by the annual quarter sessions. Ireland. 

56.348. You explained tho reason why a wholesale The spirit 

spirit merchant required a publican’s license, and you dealer 
mentioned that that wns in conseqneneo of the absence and the ^ 
from the Irish licensing laws of the 8-guinea license publican s 
such as we have in England P— I believe so. license. 

56.349. In Scotland wa were told that the wholesale 
merchants take out grocers' licenses i — Yes, there is 
nothing of that kind in Ireland. 

56.350. Yon said there aro no sweets licenses known Sweets 
in Ireland P — Not tho sweets retail licenses. I have licenser, 
never heard of it ; but there may be some. There are 

a few sweet dealers’ licenses but they never come before 
the courts. I do not know much about them. Probably 
some of tho other witnesses will bo able to tell you. 

56.351. (Mr. Grinling.) There are seven according to 
the return ? — Yea, something liko that. I have never 
heard them mentioned in the superior courts of law. 

56.352. (Bir Charles Cameron.) About the passenger Passenger 
boat lioonsos. What is tho condition as to Sunday lioai 
trading specified in it ? — I am not quite certain about licenses, 
that. I nave never considered it. 

56,358. You mentioned that you had a copy of it. 

Would you mind putting it in ? — Certainly. (Fide 
Appendix.) I havo copies of all licenses granted in 
Ireland. 

56,354. Wo havo had the question arising in con- 
nection with the passenger- boat licenses in England as 
well as in Scotland P — I am not quite certain about 
Sunday with roferonee to a passenger boat. I do not 
think the question has arisen. 

B 4 
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Mr. D. P. 56,355. Thin form docs not give any of tho conditions 
Barton, of the license P — No. 

* 53,356. There is nothin" here to indicate about 

22 Mar. 98 Sunday trading P — There is not. 

50.357. You hod a case, I think, in Dublin where the 
“ Groat Eastern ” was on exhibition, and she had a 
license, and it was held by some people that she con- 
stituted a sort of floating infraction upon the licensing 
law? — I do not romomber that. 1 think there was 
such a case, but I cannot remember exactly the result 
of it. It would arise very rarely. 

56.358. You do not know whether the general 
licensing law makes any provision for the prohibition 
of salo from a vessel holding a license of this sort 
beyond the limits of the boat ? — I should not like to 
give au opinion on that without consideration. I have 
never heard it raised. 

Honrs of 56,359. As to the honrs of closing, you say that there 
closing. is no magisterial discretion in the matter ; that in all 
towns above 5,000 inhabitants the hour of closing is 
fixed compulsorily at 11 o’oloek, and in all towns below 
5,000 inhabitants it is fixed compulsorily at 10 o’clock ? 
— Yos. 

56.360. There '19 no variety of honr3 of closing as 
between grocers or any holders of licenses P — No. A3 
to wino refreshment house keopers there is a special 
section, and it is possible there might be some addi- 
tional restriction on them, but it arises so rarely that 
I do not know that it is worth mentioning. 

56.361. Can you tell whether tho holders of licenses 
in towns under 5,000 inhabitants, who must shut on 
Sundays altogether and must close at 10 o’clock on 
every week-day, get any privileges in the way of cheaper 
license dnty P — I believe not. 

56.362. Do tboy pay for early closing six-day 
licenses P — I beliovo not. That only applies to people 
who apply for and obtain a six-day or early closing 
license. 

5G,868. Yon mentioned that there had been a con- 
siderable agitation in favour of tho extension of Sunday 
closing to the five exempted towns P — Yes. 

56.364. Can you tell tho Commission whether thero 
has boon any agitation in favour of earlier hours of 
closing on Saturdays P — Yes, tliero has been. 

60.365. What support lias it had ? — Certainly, it has 
come to mo as n. member of Parliament. I have hoard 
of tho 9 o'clock closing on Saturday as a burning 
question in addition to Sunday closing. 

56.366. Has that agitation made a distinction between 
any classes of licenses ?— I never board any distinction 
drawn in connection with that. 

Bank fide 56,367. [Mr. Young.) I suppose that owing to your 
dubs— idea of not saying anything on matters of policy, you 
A recent omitted clubs P— No. I can tell you about the fond fide 

Dublin club. There has been a recent, case in Dublin about a 
case on fond fide dob of Lynam n. O’Reilly reported in this 

that sub- year’s reports, 1898, vol. 2, page 98, and that is a 
jeet. The docisiou which went at least as far. if not farther, than 
law prac- any English cose. It was a very strong decision. In 
tically ihe that particular case tho magistrate had hold that the 
same n* iu manager nndor the circumstances was not infringing 
England, tho law, and tho Court of Queen’s Bench hold that ho 
was. If you like, I will mention what tho circumstances 
were. The manager, who was the landlord of the club, 
had let tho premises to the club as tenants. The club 
fared ill financially, and handed over in 1894 the 
management and control to the manager, ho to pay all 
outgoings and to receive nil profits. Thenceforward 
he carried on tho club at his own risk, receiving all 
subscriptions and supplying drink at the club tariff 
fixed by tho committee, and receiving all the profits 
from the sale of liquor. The divisional magistrate of 
Dublin, hold that this was a bond fide club, but tho 
Queen’s Bench quashed that decision and liclu that 
according to the English decisions, the test being in 
whom was the property in tho exciscablo liquor, this 
man really getting all tho profits from the liquor, tho 
proparty lay in him, and they held it was not a bond 
fide club. It places the law on the same lines ns the 
English decisions, and it was n strong decision in the 
direction of controlling clubs. 

The regis- 56,368. Is it year opinion that clubs should bo regis- 
tration of torod? — I should not like to express any opinion on 
clubs. that. I have heard, even from a trade point of view, 
objections to it. I have hoard some people say it would 
legalise them, but I do not know really. It iu a con- 
troversial question, and I have not made up my mind 
about it. 


56,369. Is the mode of granting licenses a contro. Ifr r • 
versial question. Is the mode of granting licenses and Bm ' 
the mode of granting transfers of licenses iu your — I* 
opinion satisfactory, or onght, they to be simplified?— TlwU* 

I think they certainly ought to be simplified. It would fo'-V. 
be a great advantage if the law was codified; but as to !o C 
whether the mode is satisfactory, the question is rather 
a largo one, and I would rather not express an opinion. 

£6,370. Your evidence has been very elaborate, and Xbstr 
I wont to know whether I have got tho proper idea bmui". 
from it Ib this the fact, so far as pnblieons' licenses pitiij 
are concerned, that these licenses arc grunted in the public-, 
first instance by tho magistrates sitting in quarter Wcicki 
sessions ? — Yos. 

56.371. With the county court judge as chairman, 
except in certain cities? — Quite so. 

56.372. Those cities being Belfast, Cork, Derry, and 
Galway P — Yes. 

56.373. Whero tho recorder alone has jurisdiction? 

Certainly, in those fivo cities the recorder alono has 
jurisdiction. 

56.374. And is it correct that tho renewal of the TbeiH- 
licenses is iu tho hands of the magistrates sitting at the bumil- 
anuual licensing potty sessions ?— Yos ; renewals are nt ttotr.: 2 
petty sessions ; grants or transfers at quarter sessions, publicm' 

56.375. With an appeal to quarter sessions P— Yos. 1 

56.376. That is iu tho case of renewuls P — In tho case 
of renewals. 


5G,377. There is no appeal in tho case of grant and 
transfer P — In tho case of grant and transfer of pnb- 
licaua’ licenses there is no appeal. 

56,378. So far os transfers arc concerned, temporary Interim 
transfers are granted by tho magistrates at putty tnusfo. 
sessions, and what aro called interim transfers ?— Yes. 


56,379. And those remain in force till the ensuing 
quarter sessions P — Till the annual qnarter sessions. 


56.380. When tho magistrate or recorder, as the case , 
may be, has jurisdiction over them ? — Yes. 

56.381. And all applications fer transfers, no matter 
when or by whom granted, must come before the 
annual licensing sessions ? — Certainly. 

56.382. May I ask yon if that is not a very expensive 
mode of conducting that business P — I am not enre. I 
do not think so. 

66.383. Have not you a double expense in first coming 
before one court and then before another P — Unless the 
man got the interim transfer he coaid not carry ou at 
nlL A new man comes in who has no license, conse- 
quently the house must be shut up unless the transferee 
is entitled to get a temporary transfer, and conseqnently 
it is in his interest that the provision is made to fill np 
tho gap between that time and tho time the annual 
quarter sessions comes round. 

56.384. With reference to wholesale spirit liconsos, I Spirit' 
think I gather from you, at all events, that it is your dealer* 
opinion that the 3-guinea spirit dealer’s bottle license 
should be extended to Ireland? — I simply say that l 
cannot see any reason against it. It appears to me to 

be an anomaly, and they lead to the injustice I men- 
tioned, that these gentlemen havo to take out s 
publican's license when they do not want it for an 
indirect and small purpose. 

56.385. It would appear that the one license is only ThepnP- 
31. 8s. and tho other license may bo 60 guineas P— The can's a? 
publican’s might be. It is a very expensive lioonse. tea wit 


Us- 

E 


56,386. And in cases I have known that to bo so P— i; cen! ,. 
Certainly, because it is on the valuation of tho house, 
and probably it wonld be large in tho case of a 
merchant. 


56.387. With reference to the issue of spirit gr ocers Jutieei j 
licenses, wonld you give the justices discrotionaTy di« rtn “ 
power in regard to the requirements of the law P— That in the f 
is a matter of opinion. I think ib iB not quite a question “6“”, 
of law. I would rather leave it to the witnesses who 

know the localities, and can give you a view founded 
on their experience. 

56.388. Am I correct in saying that Lord Justice 
FitzGibbon was of the opinion that the justices might 
refuse, and am I correct in saying that that decision 
was overruled P — Iu one case I remember with referenco 
to Bpiric grocers’ licenses, Lord Justice FitzG-ibbon 
differed from tho rest of the court, but whether it was 
with reference! to that I cannot say. I think it was 
with reference to the suitability of tho promises. Lord 
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P Justice FitzGibbon was oE opinion that the suitability explanation of it that I do not know of ; but that is so ilr D JR. 
referred to would include environment, and that it was apparently. It is a curious thing with regard to the Barton. 
i-' 3 "' «n m ,ujtent for the magistrates to take into consideration beer retailer, that the law goes ngaiust him more than 


competent for the magistrates to take into consideration beer retailer, that the law goes against him more than 

a chapel, church, or school, nr other thing; but the anybody. 22 Mar. '98 

other members of the court were in the majority. He 56,406. Apart from any explanation there may be of 

was of that opinion, I think, m the third of Marshall a it, it is the fact ?— It seems to bo tho fact. 


i 56,389. I presume you are aware that publicans in 
• i ". 1 ^ Scotland may all sell intoxicating liquors and eatables 
■ at lawful lv established fairs without a license. I want 

to put this to you. That is quite an anomaly. Are you 
of opinion that that should be extended to Ireland ? — 
There, again, I should lack tho local experience, buo in 
Ireland a publican can get on occasional license for that 
purpose. 

56 390. Ho has to pay for that ? — An occasional 
license is a very cheap thing. I have no experience 


66,407. You say that firms take out publicans' licenses Practice of 
on the understanding that they will not make use of granting 
them ? — Quito so — that they will not use them as public- publicans’ 
houses. licenses 

. 56,408. In other words tho magistrates make condi- sub i ect to 
tions that have no legal force in tho eye of tho law ? — « nen '. < 
Quite so. foreenblo 

tui soo an. , .... T. , , ... restne- 


56.409. They do that in England at the present tions!' 
time F — I believe so. 

56.410. I do not think myself that it is an objection- 
able practice; do you?— 1 only speak for Dublin. I 


with reference to that except knowing the legal require- think it is a controversial question, but it strikes me 

meats. It seems to me an occasional license meets tho from what 1 have seen of the Recorder’* jurisdiction, it 


meats. It seems to me an occasional nceuse meets the trom what 1 nave seen of the Recorder’s jurisdiction, ic 

■ necessities of the case. is a salutary practice for two reasons. From the point 

" - tin 56 391. Might I ask you — you may or may not answer of view of the man applying for the license, he might 

it— are you of the opinion that beer and spirits should bo refused unless ho agreed to a limited license ; and 

f- /; „uu for duty bo reckoned according to alcoholic strength ? where people require a publicau a Uceuao for a legitimate 

;; "11. _r certainly do not feel qualified to give an opinion and limited purpose, it should be limited to their legiti- 

«' upon that. mate purposes aud should not he abused. I think there 


upon that. muse purposes auc 

r is a great deal to 

56.392. Ireland is under many disadvantages with doubtful how far 

reference to the matter, and I thought you would bo » . . , > , , . , . , 

State say something upon that P-I think that hardly a do 

comes within the Licensing Acts. I know it often ^ -hoi^lc trade ?-’rhat 

SS»»pi» a »Ho™ofcS«»o«.. E2 £ £ 

56.393. In England, persons who brew beer for their Recorder put the condition on the Metropole Hotel in 

vn use pay no license under a certain rating, say Hi., Dublin that they should not use their bar— I forget tho 


a great deal to be said for tho practice, but it is very 
inbtfal how far ic is legal and how it can be enforced. 


and then from 8J. to lOf. they only pay 4s., and from exact terms— as a public-house bar, but only for hotel 

10Z, to 15Z. they only pay 9a. for a lieonse ?— I never purposes. That was not only in the interests of 


heard of anybody in Ireland who browed beer for his temperance, but in the interests of the neighbouring 
own use. traders, who strongly objected to having a public-house 

i license P— I P 1,100,1 n . ear tbeir p'acea of business, aud therefore 


ao.o94. It is not a duty on beer, it is a nceuse r — j. • , , • • ■- , , , » — - — * - 

do not think it is the practice in Ireland to brew beer the rostnonon was for a double purpose ; but it was 
tor their own »«.. I do uot think »o. acquired m nd on, «nd those eond.t,on> »ro 

, . _ , , , , always observed faithfully, as fax as I know. 

56,395. It is not done now in Ireland, but the dis- n- i ■ , CT - • . , 

odtaimso tho* the Irish people hero i.thi.: for the 56 ' 41 . 2 - (&»» Ho mantel on ,t ot aw 

the,hnre » per . U™ lio.^ for Yen StJSfSn C3TKL2 


ional drink they hare to pay a large license for the . . 7s V , . . , r us PI c l 10 ° 

, Ot it I whereon in Englwnd tor & notional drink «*!»««»*» ?-Yo. It nos objooted to, bnt I boar. 
' - «... i o it was really adhered to. 


I thoypay a small license P— I have often heard that in lt w ° 3 roai 7 adhered to. 

the House of Commons, but I do not think it comes 56,413. ( Mr. Riley Smith.) When yoii say that, a 
under tho Licensing Acts. condition of that kind has no legal force, it has this 

lie spirit 56,396. (Mr. Grinling.) Tho grocers’ license is not a fol ' co f “ ct i because if the man comes the next yei 
l px-.r’i largo question in Ireland, because out of 18,751 licensed 1111,1 has not kept the conditions under which his licci 

jhssenot premises there are only about 600 or 700 grocers P — I Wiis granted, tho magistrates would say. Wo will i 

Uiaijea should think that was about tlio number. renew P— They do that on the ground of character, a 


forco in fact, because if the man comes the next year, 


whijea should think that was about tlio number. renew P— They do that on tho ground of character, and 

cuaion , , ... , . . that is a question of doubt whothor they can do so or 

5M97. Aid p h» s o mmher of thorn atooompmed That question will be, I think, rape to come 

[lam’s, with other licensee P Yes. before the courts shortly as to how far they are entitled 


o how far they are entitled 


56,398. Whereas in Scotland the grocers' licenses to do it, because it has never been ruled to be illegal to 
represent half? — That is a wholly different thing. It suy, when ho comes for a renewal, “ You ref used to keep 


is a very large question. “ your word, and we regard you ns a man of bnd eba- 

ISe&esb- 56,399. (Mr. Riley Smith.) Every refreshment house, “ rioter, and refuse to renew.” That is tho practice at 
diuboaic whether it sells alcoholic liquor or not, is bound to present. 

'«»«• have a license ?— I believe in a town of over 10,000 58,414. (Mr. Money Wigram.) Ia endeavouring to 

l inhabitants there is the requirement of a license for a um i el . B tnad the English and Irish law, thero are one or 

refreshment house, but in no other place. two questions I should like to have cleared up. First 


liavo a license ?— I believe in a town of over 10,000 56,411, (Mr. Money Wigram.) In endeavouring to Date of 

inhabitants there is the requirement of a license for a understand the English and Irish law, thero are oiie or annual 

refreshment house, but in no other place. tivc questions I should like to have cleared up. First licensing 

56,400. The law in Ireland is different from what it of all, am I right in understanding that tbo date of the sessions, 

is in England in that respect. In England an ordinary annual licensing meetings is under tho jurisdiction of 

temporary refreshment house requires no license unless the Lord Lieutenant P — Fixed by the Lord Lieutenant 


it keeps open after 10 o’clock at night P — I daresay, but by Order in Council. 
I think I am right about that. I do not think the pro- 56.415. Have yon 


V7 — -r. 7 fv 56,415. Have yon the s*m a provisions ior cue ais- uisquriiti 

vision is repealed that requirw a license for a refreBh- qualification of justices that wo havo P— Practically tho cation of 


> provisions for tho dis- Dutqualifi- 


ment house in towns of over 10,000 inhabitants. 

56,401. In towns with less than 10,000 they still 


_ • , , . . 56,416. Then with reference to a now neons 

reqmi. no Uconscf-Fo Ucn.e mtai they want to „ w object to the granting of 


r license. In Locus 


I . ‘ . 56,402. I see that licenses can be granted without a ,, T - .... . T , , .. 

magistrates’ certificate for the shopkeeper’s retail 56,417. Do I understand that m Ireland it Miuonly 
foroiqn wine Hconeo for Uu> s»l« In ripntod qnart or b ? ,» jnetice, or tho polioo, or » penslnoner ?— Ye. ; 
pst pint bottle, onlj in any lose quantity than two gallons, with reference to n renewal, I map mention ibnt the 
. U »nZi.a„tj;,r.p2..a,4r l bottle,^! on. 


time ?— Yes. 


56,403. So tliat a shopkeeper 


wiih reference to a renewal, I may mention that the 
opinion was expressed by a learned judge in a case — 
I think it was Lamb's case — that any member of the 
community could object to a renewal. 


winea in quart bottles or piat bottles, and cannot retail 56 ^?' author f i" a 

^ do a pint or a quart bottle of beer or stout P-Unless he reno'val. I mention that that was the opin.on of one 
u. also has a beer retailor's license. of the J“ d g e8 > ^ 16 ma y bo an J' member of tho 


also has a beer retailor's license. 


56,404. For which he has to get a magistrates’ 


certificate ? — Yes ; there is a great anomaly in that. 

56,405. That appears to me to allow the sale of 
foreign -wine as against Irish brewed stout or beerP — 


56.419. Not for a new license P— No ; the case had 
reference to a renewal. 

56.420. Thore are certain grounds of objection to a Grounds of 


foreign wine as against Irish brewed stout or beer?— 56,420. 'lbore are certain grounds of objection to a Grounds c 
So it would appear — to that extent. Thore may be some new license as regards a public-houso, and they have objection 
17 9 8449. ... C p licenses. 
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Mr. D. P. to bo either the unfitness of the premises or of the 
Barton, applicant or the number of existing licenses ? — Yes. 

~ , 50,421. Does the Inst nnmod of the above grounds 

i s Mar. 0 8 ^old good as regards spirit grocers’ licenses? — No, it 
does nos apply to them. 

56.422. Is there any appeal from a refusal to grant a 
now publican’s license? — None. 

Grant of 56,423. If granted, it has to be confirmed ? — Only if 
new granted at on interim sessions. Then it is conGrmed 

licenses by the annual licensing sessions. It may bo on special 

out ot ” grounds. Sometimes there are special grounds mado 
sunuul why a now liconso should bo granted at once without 

quarter waiting for the annual sessions ; and if that case can bo 

sessions. made for some special reason they do it, and then it 
has to he confirmed at the annual licensing sessions. 
That is only in aid of somebody who may liavo some 
special reasons. 

When is 56,424. (Mr. Whittaker.) There is an appeal against 
there nil the refusal to grant some now licenses ? — Yes. 

npponl Wherever a new license is granted at petty sessions to 

from the spirit grocer or beer retailor — nil licenses except 


56,441. On general grounds there is one very im. j» 
portant right which is protected in our English law hv d b T ' 
the 187-2 and 1874 Acts, namuly, the right of the owner ^ ' 
which you havo not mentioned P I did not mention it' v-iT" : 
because I think it is the same ns in England. The ofife ' 
owner has tiro same protection. He has notice on certain rights c 
occasions, and is given the opportunity of getting a »5sa«' 
transfer on certain occasions. 


55,442. May ho appeal against a disqualifying order ? 
—I rather think ho. Whatevor it is, it is the '"same as 
in England. I did not think it necessary to draw 
attention to that, but I do not think there is am- 
difference as fur as I know. 3 


prosecutor. They havo the power to give 
their discretion thoy might refuse to do s< 


56,443. As to these conditions that are imposed. In r ju I 
your judgment would it not he better that they should wAT 
be laid down by statute ? — I daresay it would. I do ontfcS | 


not like really to express an opinion on that subject at 
all, because 1 have never board it discussed on both 
sides, but it cortainly does seem to bo convenient, both 
for tho publican who wants a license and for everybody 
that thero should be some way of giving a license 


of new but with regard to the publicans’ licenses which uro 
licenses ? granted at quarter sessions thero is no appeal, bat there 
is an appeal from a refusal to ronew at petty sessions. 
Wherever it is at petty sessions there is always an appeal 
to quarter sessions. Wherever it is quarter sessions, that 
is to say, in the case of the grant or transfer of publicans’ 
licences, there is no appeal. 

Provisional 56,425. (Mr. Money Wigrtura.) Does tho question of 
licenses. granting a provisional license on plans ever como before 
you? — No, thero is no such thing in Ireland. Yon 
must have a house and you cannot get it in anti- 
cipation. 

licenses 56,426. (Sir Charles Oamevou.) Is the license to the 
personal man in respect of tho house ?— Certainly, 
to tho 56,427. To a certain man in respect of a certain house ? 

licensee. —Yes, it must be always to a certain man. 

56.428. It is personal ? — It is personal, certainly. 

56.429. (Mi-. Young.) It is transferable? — Yes, that 
illustrates it. Then it is another man and becomes 
persoual to him. 

Discretion 56,430. (Mr. Money Wigram.) With reference to 
of magis- renewals, if there is an objection taken to tho renewal 
ti-ntes as to of the justices' certiScate for a public-house it must be 
renewals on the ground of tho character of tho applicant, or tho 
rnore way in which the house is conducted? — Yes. 

Ireland 56.431. In other words, the jurisdiction of tho justices 

than in > B limited ? — Certainly, much more limited than in 
England England. 

56,432. They cannot enter upon general grounds, 
such as tho number of licensed houses in the district? 
— Certainly not. 

Appeals 56,433. In tho event of justices refusing to ronew, 
from must thoy state the grounds of their decision ? — Yes. 

refusals of 56,434. In writing P — Yos, I think so, and no ground 
renewals. fo r i.(jf UBa l can be entertained except those stated in 
the order when it comes on appeal. 

56.435. Would an appeal from a refusal to renew be 
to quarter sessions ? — Yes, certainly ; it always lies to 
quarter sessions. 

56.436. Who would the respondent be in such an 
appoal P— The respondent on the appeal would be tho 
person who made the objection in the court below, and 
ho further would have a right to bring a Mandamus. 
That has been decided. 


that thero should be some way of giving a license 
subject to certain qualifications suitable to the parti- 


cular wants of tho particular man. 

56,444. From your experience vou attach great value <ru_- | 
to the right of appeal in all those cases?— I attach 0 f,w7. • 
great value m all proceedings to the right of appeal, ofipr-T j 
I think it is always a powerful and useful check for any 
court to havo an appeal, and nobody appreciates it more 
than the judge over whom tho appeal is, if he is wise, I 


as he usually iB. Of course, one must remember there 
is a strong power by prerogative writ if they exceed 
jurisdiction or fall short of jurisdiction, but as a general 
proposition I think an appeal is always a useful thing 
in legal matters. 


56,445. (Mr. Younger.) Do you consider tlint under PauKs 
the Act qf 1872 the penalties for shobcening ure quite for £ t - 
severe enough P — Well, that is a matter that I tnink betas;, 
you would get better from the police magistrates and 
from tho police who have to prosecute every day in 
these cases. I have had a letter from one who tells mo 
the prosecutions are frequently under tho early Act— I 

tho Shebeening Act — very largely for tho reason you 
say, that the other Act is not sufficiently strict. 


56,446. Tho other Act imposes a ponalty of 501. tor 
the first offence, 1001. for tlio second, with imprison- 
ment up to three and six months with hard labour, 
which appear to mo to bo sovero ponaltios. I want to 
know whether yon are aware that in Dublin there is a 
largo number of prosecutions for sliebeoning?— A very 
large numbor ; a largo proportion of the cases are for 
shebeening. 


56,447. Are you aware that the punishment in tboss 


cases is extremely light — principally fines rangini 
from 10s. to 11. P — I am not aware of that; but you wil 


havo tho magistrate who imposes thorn here, and he 
will tell you about them. 


56,448. It is no part of your business as one of the 
law officers of tho Crown to havo supervision of that ? 
— No, thoy never come uear us. As a matter of fact, 


the Attornoy-Gencral is responsible for prosecutions, 
and I am not, but it would not come beforo him. 


because that is purely a police matter. 


56,449. Any question on tho subject should bo 
addressed to the police rather than to you ?— -Yes, and 


particularly to tho divisional magistrate, who is o most 
excellent magistrate, and who will be here. 


n he given. The Court of Appeal have decided that 


56,433. If the objection is considered frivolous P — I 
should say so. 

56,439. Would the justices who took part in the 
original decision be prohibited from sitting on the 
appeal? — I do not think so. I think thoy havo the 
jurisdiction to sit on tho appeal. I am not aware of 
the practice, but I do not see anything to prevent them 


56, -150. (Mr. Wlntlaker.) I think you told ns that Pul-*- 
many of tho public-houses in country districts in Ireland w®* 
are connected with shops ? — So I believe. 

56.451. Oan you tell us whether it is customary to 
sell drink for consumption in the shops? — I do not 
know exactly. I am ashamed to oonfess it, but I do 
not think I have been in any of them. I do uot know 
how far the shop and public-house are separated, but 
you will get that from local witnesses. 

56.452. (Dean Dickinson.) By a few inches .“—There 
is no doubt about it, tho sale of goods and the drinking 


No appeal 66,440. Thou in the case of a transfer, I did not gather 
in cocos of whethor, in tho event of a refusal, there was an appoal ? 
transfer. — No, because that is before quarter sessions ; thorc is 

no appoal. The transfer, like tho grant, is at quarter 
sessions. 


is no doubt about it, tho sale of goods and tne armsing 
both go on at the same time, ana of coarse it is opeu to 
that observation. 

■ 56,433. (Mr. Whittaker.) Did I understand you TmH 
correctly that the tendency of tho courts since tho 0‘C 
Clitheroo case has been to rcstriot that decision within 
tbe narrowest possible limits P — l should say so — to bone, cm 
fide transfers and nothing else, and they scrutuuM case. 
every case to seo it is a bonu. lido transfer. 
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Vr D- F- 56,454. The Act of 1877 raised the rateable value, by many that it ought to be universal ail over Ireland, 

pV.'ot. did it not, or beerhouses beforo they conld have a und that the county court judge would be a far better 

. — license ; that is. it raised the qualification P — I t h in k bo. authority than the justices at Quarter sessions, and X 

Vise ins' It fixed it, if I remember rightly, at 151. and 81. think the genera) feeling is that a responsible judge i 

- Jti,n 56,455. That was considerably higher than before, il wonld be a better tribunal than a number of magis- 

i: ' licr ' daresay. I do not remember what it was before trates; but I cannot say how far that view is felt all : 

•y large number of public-houses m Ireland?— It _ 1 a 

d if it raised the qualification. 06,472. If that were so would it not imply that it t 

a lnr.rn m.miwrS t ,i n .i * n , would be impossible to bring tho circumstances of the < 

fi Lm 1 bOU b ° at ’ particular locality to tho knowledge of tho judge P-I s 

t would appear ttdj. J 0 ^ lbo o ^ dm0 ,. 


56,457. A large number ?• 
but it would appear likely. 


I do not know about that, 


56,458. That Act provided no compensation for those ^d the judge is a county court judge in either ono or 

houses r hat were peremptorily closed in that way ? — I two counties. Ho goes four times'll year round bis 


i not aware about that. I never heard the subject jurisdiction. Ho has very fair knowledge of the place 


scussed. and has tho opportunity of taking the evidence from 

56,459. There is no provision in the Act for coinpon 1 d ° ao “ hi “ t tUat tbatwould be 

satiou?-Nnt that 1 remember. I have onlv treated f?® T , hore are other reasons I daresay 

the law as I find it. I was called to tho Bar in 1880, the J u . d S os the ,? 1SBlves would imt like it It would be 
and, therefore, I do not know the law as it stood before. ™P 011 tllem a ™y difficult and disagreeuble 


ana, increiorc, i. uo noi Know me law as u scooa Detore. , ; 
I am not aware whether thcro had been a smaller ^ 


qualification before that. 

56,460. Tho Act of 1882 gavo i 


56,473. As to tho state of tho licensing law in Ireland t 
os to the qualification of the premises; is that con- J 
[istrates a tull dis- sidered gouorally satisfactory ? — Tho only thing I have t 


crction over off-boerhouees P— A fall discretion over heard about that is that it ought to be further extended ' 


i;d Ae’ beer retailers’ houses. 


56,461. That put them under a risk or liability to lose ^hat ^®' oc * ; written to 


to publicans and spirit grocers. I have had letters to o 


their license which they were not under before? — 
Certainly. 

56,462. There was no compensation provided in that 
Act? — I do not think so. 


myself. It does not apply to publicans and spirit [ 
grocers, but only to the other coses I have mentioned. 


56,474. Is there any feeling that it should be raised? 
— I do not know. I never heard it expressed, but there 


56, M3. There i. eao petal o( rather p.seing tato.st. ™T 1 . h “J° follo ' rad *>“ 

Te» .hid yoh „or. not Swuio how il -hi th.t th.t Act “ lx "‘* ,h " “ « a - 


o apply to Ireland? — Yes. 


in that Bill when originally introduced Ireland was 
specially exempted from it P — I was not aware of that, 
i had file curiosity to look through Hansard to see. 


56,4/75. (Bean Dielcinson.) With reference to the case j 
of thfa that of Marshall, I remember that Mr. Campbell, our present c 
Ireland’ was “ember, was coansel in that case P — Yes. 


when I wns preparing to come beforo this Commission, present at tho argument, 
and I find that tho Act passed sub silenlio through _ . ’ , 

both Houses, and that only ono gentleman mado any 06, 477. What did ho ia 


both Houses, and that only ono gentleman made any «•«,»«*. >> uu« utu uu mtaiii by “ site ” if it did not 
observation during tho whole time ; in fact, Hansard P oslil0u - &«PI>osj»g tho public-house wore set 

throws no light whatever on tho policy of the Act. n P °‘? 8 ° 0 a pestilential swamp or a rifle range, would 


Tho original Bill you arc referring to I end not look at. n0B t “ afc 1,c “» oWeofaon ,n j ospoob to tho site ?-r do 

not lenow what Mr. Campbell meant. Whatever be 
56,465. As a matter of passing interest I might point saidwiiB in tho interests of his cliont. He ia a very 
out to yon how it was. The Act was brought in by the astute lawyer. 


present. Mr. Bitcliio, and it was blocked by one of the 
Irish mombore. During tlio early hours of the morn- 


56, 478. That was rather giviug away tho cose. 


ing he arrangod with &. Bitohie that if he struck out because tho objection of site was proximity to cithor a 

the word “ Iroland ” and made the Bill apply to Ireland public-house, or a sohool, or a plaoo of public 
. — u — :iu -u:.. >.i — i. . ... j s. i tv- worship. That comes under the head of site, as in 


ho would withdraw his block ; and ho did so, and the ™ship. That oomos under the head of “site, as in 
Bill passed u. apply to Ireland P— I never knew that cases I. put P_Wlmtcver he did say, Mr. Campbell 

before. That explains it. hlwl BOm ° 6 ood reason for saying it. 

I iMtrcs 56,466. (Mr. TlobnrU.) First of all ns to the absence 56,479. Iam quite sure ho had P— I was not present 
I ml of the necessity for a cortificato from the magistrates for ab the argument. I did not hear it. 

i theatre audp&ckotboat licousos. Do you keew whether ITUmmll, V«0 coder the taw. - 


there i, in Ireland mj .trong M» » the neee.uty ^ ^ „„ ^ lioo „, ; that an hotel ceold tap a .' 

ob “f'“.“ 1 tl»t «S*r d - Hm it been hrooght to tang bar if it chose P — Tho only licenaomlrelandforfto ] 
noboo m any way?— I have been oouusei in cases, , . hli r . >• 1 

nv clients alwavs take a stromr view on one side or hotel 18 a P ubUoan 8 Ilce,,Be - 


56,480. (Viscount dc Fosoi.) It is clear under the la w, 


your notaoo m any way ? — I have been oonnsei m cases, 
and my clients always take a strong view on one side or 
the other, but I never heard the question debated hi 
publio. 


public. It would, if unrestricted in any way, ana in many cases 

t-. • ct! tr , . , . . , T xl: i. «... it does enable them to keep an ordinary bar, and that is 

I 1U ?'° Ur /^ d ’ 1 tbxuk* that the reason why in some cases— I have known it in my 

£«., the Aot al lwt ranly contomod the mjra pmoaioiu on u,d praotioe-th. Heeu.tag tnthorita 

5f* S d v ta 1-—1! "7>“ m ot Ir8l »" a **“ b “ bn,lt iosista on o r.atriotion .o u to mnk. it an htaol lie.na, 
Litjarin, ieS ‘ as far as possible. 

in, as * 56,468. You also mentioned that that Act recited the „„ ian _ . . , , .. ...... 

to ii f evils which resulted from tho excessive number of .->6,482. To a certain extent they strain their powers 
tok, ,( liccnted promise. ?-Tes. m do “« “ 

55,469. So that at that time, at all events, that was 56,483. Will you state whether it is defined in law 


56.482. To a certain extent they strain their powers 
i doing so P — Certainly. 

56.483. Will you state whether it is defined in law 


considered to bo one of the principles which would rule what are tho special reasons for hearing applications t 

tho magistrates' discretion with referenoe to tho for grants of uuensos at other times than at the 


i. renewal of licenses P— It certainly was one of the Michaelmas Sessions ? — I think I can give an illustration 1 
grounds of tho policy of the Act, because it is the first from a reported case. I think it happened at a particular * 


thing recited in tho preamble. 


place that they did not hold the annual licensing sessions ‘ 




Principle laiddown “that foundation Act on that ^ 


I'oint P — That did not refer to transfers specially, and 
yon will remember tlio Olitheroo case was entirely con- 


might arise of special urgency, on account of a death, 
or on account of tho circumstances of a family, or 




quite be said ° ' B ° lU " but the point seldom occurs. As regards now licenses, 

SsUft Kcjrr, , ' , „ , . ra I would Bay it is very exceptional to giant a new 

• sm. “ e “6,471. As to the recorder being the granting license, except at those sessions. 

““bority in Dublin and othor cities, has any strong . __ . _ 

;«rtja4ge feehng boon expressed one way or the other as to that 56,484. Is it nowhouo laid down?— Ho, tho power is 
g state of tho law P— I havo hoard a strong view expressed very sparingly used. 
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56, ‘185. The constitution of the licensing sessions ia 
the justices resident in the licensing district ? — Yes, 
the same os at quarter sessions. 

1 50,480. Thu resident magistrate of the district sits 

on the Licensing Cencli ? — I believe so. He does not in 
the comity Dublin, but I have never practised before a 
Licensing Bench except ia county Dublin. . There the 
recorder sits with 20 or 30 magistrates round him, and 
I do not know, but I assume, the resident mogistrnto 
could sit if be wished. 

56.487. You are not able to state as a fact ? — No. 

56.488. 1 think you stated that any justice of tho 
county bus a right to object to a license being granted 
in any licensing district in that county? — Yes, I 
think so. 

50.489. A justice residing outside the bounds of tho 
licensing district P—In tho quarter sessions that would 
practically mean any justice of the county. 

56.490. Is not quarter sessions solely composed of 
nmgistratoB residing in tho district of quarter sessions? 
— This is a very dolioato subject which one has to 
bo very careful about ; how far the magistrates, who 
have a commission for the whole county, can bo 
restricted in their attendance in particular districts. 
In fact, I think it is chiofly regulated by the control o: 
tho Lord Chancellor. 

50.491. As far as criminal business is concerned, a 
justice may not servo outsido his own petty sessional 
district P — Because lio is appointed to serve at certain 
petty sessions. 


56,492. I am talking of the objection raised to a 
license being granted by a justice residing outside the 

licensing district or quarter sessions district? I think ® 5rt ' 

where it is a question of two justices doing a thing ' — 

then he must lie in that particular district, but wliercit 
is a general quarter sessions sitting, I do not see how 
you could turn off the Bench auy magistrate of the 
county. On the other hand, it is a very serious question 
for the Lord Chancellor, snpposing any magistrate of 
tho county goes out of his own district under circum- 
stances that become a public scandal, and the Lord 
Chancellor takes notice of the action of magistrates 
in Ireland from time to time with reference to that. 


56.493. 'Hie point is not whether ho can adjudicate 
but a quostion whother ho is to come off the Bench on 
objection before the Licensing Bench that he does not 
reside in the district. That is not laid down in the law? 
— I do not know that there is any limit to tho ohjection. 
I am not awaro that thoro is. At petty sessions it is more 
limited. A magistrate is always appointod on a written 
understanding that ho goos to certain districts only, or 
perhaps one only. 

56.494. I think it is in this way, thnt ho states in his 
form that he fills up that he proposes to attend certain 
potty sessions, nnd tho Lord Chancellor has the power 
to prevent him attending others ? — Yes. 

56.495. I am only roforring to a quarter sessions 
licensing district ? — lam not awaro that there is any 
restriction as to tho power of objection. Thoro may be, 


but I do not think there is. 


The witness withdrew. 


His Honour Judge FjtzGibbon called in and examined. 




Gibbon. 


56.496. {Chairman.) Year honour is tho Recorder of 
Belfast ?— Yes. 

56.497. And you have been so for some time ?-— Ton 
Position of Y 0ll,, 8. 

witness. 56,498. You are tho sole licensing authority for tho 
city cf Belfast? — Yes. 

50.4119. What is the population of Bolfast ? — Upwards 
of 300,000. Connected with Belfast it is very peculiar 
tlio way the court is situated. Bolfast is situated partly 
in tho comity of Antrim, and partly in tho county of 


ond of it. 1 took that view of it J«0 
itting as chairman of the quarter R» 


56,500. As far ns county Antrim is concerned, you 
are county court judge ? — I am county court judge of 
that. Sitting at quarter sessions, of course, I am the 
chairman oi the justices at quarter sessions, and sitting 
as recorder I am the sole judge in the recorder’s oourt. 


56,501. Dealing with licensing matters in Belfast, 
you act both ns recorder of Belfast and as county court 
judge in presiding over the magistrates of the county ? 
— Precisely. A curious state of things existed pre- 
viously to my appointment in Belfast. The recorder 
was in the habit of refusing licenses or granting them 
as tho case may be. He, of course, exercised his 
jndicial mind upon the case, and ho decided it as he 
thought right. When be refused the application the 
same application was brought forward before him 
sitting with the magistrates us county court judge of 
Antrim, where the magistrates had control, and tho 
magistrates were in the habit of granting licenses 
which he had refused as recorder. In like manner 
with reference to the judge of the county of Down 
sitting in that county, applications which liad been 
refused by tho recorder in respect of the portion of 
Down, within tho borough, were brought before tho 
county court judgo of Down, aud the magistrates there 
woro in tho habit of granting a license which had been 
refused by tho recorder. 


aud there was 
and I refused, w 
sessions, to entertain tho question at quarter sessions, 
and the matter was allowed to drop. 

55,503. Even in liceusiug cases which had arisen in 
thnt part of Bolfast that was within the county of 
Antrim ? — Yes, provided it was within tho borough. 
As to any oaso outsido tho borongh, of eourse I was 
tho chairman of tho quarter sessions, and tho magistrates 
were really tho authority. 

56,004. Hns that doeision of yonrs been questioned? 
— It has nover been questioned. They yielded to it 

56.505. {Mr. Young.) Ia tbero an appeal from your 
decision in the court of first instance in Belfast?— 
None ; there is no appeal nt all. 

66.506. {Chairman.) Did you Bay there were two 
recorders before your time p — Yes, there was Mr. Otway 
who was 25 years recorder. 

56.507. 'Were they both sitting at the same time?— 
No ; Mr. Otway was the first recorder and on his death 
Mr. Ross was appointed recorder ; and on Mr. Ross’ 
death I bocame recorder. Thero woro not two at tho 
same time. 


56,508. {Mr. Young.) In the case of the refusal of 
renewal by yon, thero would bo an appeal, would there 
not ? — No, tho rcnowal does not come before me at all. 


56,509. {Chairman.) When tho county of Antrim 
justices sit, you, as county court jndge, aro the ohair- j 


56,510. Therefore, yon arc chairman of that body, 
Mid recorder of tho body which sits in Belfast proper? 
—Precisely. 


56,502. Door that atato of things continue? — No, 
that wan tlio state of things that existed when I came 
to .Belfust during tho time of my predecessors, who 
woro two very capable and eminent men, and whoso 
decision no parson could question tho propriety of. 
Still thoso decisions of the recorder were invariably 
ro versed by tho magistrates. When I was appointed I 
thought it a very extraordinary thing that a matter 
which had been decided by a court of competent jnris- 
dictiou should be reoponed and decided the other way 
by another court. I thought that it was res judicata, 


56.511. What do yon think should be the licensing 
authority ? — Having regard to what went ou in Belfast, 
aud tho stato of things I have just described, it has 
occurred to mo that tho licensing authority should lie » 
responsible judge, and that ho should bo the sole licen- 
sing authority. In my opinion, tho licensing authority 
Bhould lie the rocordor or the county court judge, and. 
in my opinion, the magistrates should have nothing 
whatsoever to do with grunting licenses. 

56.512. In that case you would give an appeal, I 
suppose? — I would then give an appeal from the re- 
corder, and from the connty conrt judge, to the two 
going judges of assise. I think that ihc matter ia of 


Appi^i 
t*o pr- 
ofit** 
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too much consequence, it to befor allowed to rest on 
the opinion of a single judge, the recorder, or the 
county court judge. Of course we may go wrong, and 
niton, I hove no doubt, do. 


56,513. In granting or refusing a license, what aro 
the three considerations by which you are guided ? — 
■\Vo must he satisfied as to the fitness of the place, the 
fitness of the person, and we must have regard to the 
existing number of public-houBes. 


56.522. You would like to see an appeal from the Judgt 

recorder ? — Certainly. I am strongly of opinion there Fitz- 
shonld be an appeal. The interests involved are very Gibbon. 
large. 

S3 Mar. '98 

56.523. All the more so, as yon would make him the 

solo licensing authority ? — Yes. 


56,514. That is as regards publicans’ licenses? — Yes, 
and we have no right to grant them unless we are 
satisfied in those three particulars. 


56,515. Has it been your duty to grant many or few 
new licenses, since you have been recorder ? — I have 
granted very few, indeed, and that has arisen by reason 
of the way Belfast has boon crowded with licenses 
granted by the magistrates in the oases where the re- 
corder refused them. It has become so full of licenses 
now, that there is no room for granting new licenses. 


56,524. Do you think the spirit grocers' license should Spirit 
come within tho jurisdiction of the licensing authority grocer*' 
as well as the publican’s license ? — I would put them on licenses, 
the same ground exactly, and I would give the same 
right of appeal. The magistrates think they are 
obliged to grant them, provided the premises are fit, 
and provided the character of the person is fit. They 
grant the licenses, and they have not any regard at all 
to the existing number of houses. I should either give 
them to the same licensing authority as tho publicans’ 
license, or I would give them to the stipendiary 
magistrate. 


56,516. As that state of things has been altered by 
your decision, there is no danger of that clashing of 
authority P~ Ho, not so long as that lasts. 


Value and 
conduct of 
paWic- 


Jvticei 
and private 
ioterert. 


56,517. What has been the result of the cessation of 
the granting of new licenses within the limits of 
Belfast? — The licensed premises have increased enor- 
mously in value. The houses are much better conducted 
and the prosecutions aro fower. The reason of that 
appears to me to lie the danger of losing the licenses or 
the danger of having the licenses marked. The 
question is whether tho magistrates should have any 
power ovor them at all, and it appears to me they 
should not. When once I sac for the Recorder of 
Londonderry a curious case arose. There was an appeal 
from a bench cf magistrates to the quarter sessions. 
There wore four magistrates on the bench with me. The 
case was perfectly clear that the magistrates below were 
right, ana when it was heard I turned to the two magis- 
trates on my right hand and said : “ Of coarse we 
should confirm this decision,” to which they assented. 

I then turned to the magistrates on my left hand and 
one oE the magistrates objooted ; I began to remon- 
strate with him and point out how clear tho matter 
was, when ho said : “ 1 am entitled to my own opinion.” 
I then looked to tho next magistrate, and he said: “ I 
will do as Mr. So-and-So.” He was a man who had no 
opinion of his own, Thou tho magistrates wore equally 
divided, and I, having tho casting vote, confirmed the 
decision, but tho next day one of tho magistrates who 
had acted proparly told mo that tho magistrate who 
had actod in this way and refused to confirm the 
decision, said to him, “ Do yon know what yon have 
“ done by refusing to grant that license ? Yon have 
“ destroyed Mr. So-and-So's mortgage upon tho pro- 
“ perty ” ; showing, evidently, that the gentleman was 
considering tho private interests of his friends and not 
the public interest at all. 

56,518. You bave told us you sat as Recorder for 
Belfast, and as county court judge for that portion of 
Belfast in county Antrim. Do you ever sit in the 
country Antrim outside tho limits of Belfast altogether ? 
-Yes. 


56,525. May I ask, so as to be clear in my own mind, 
what you mean by the stipendiary magistrate? — Tho 
stipendiaiy magistrate is the person who is appointed 
by tho Government to discharge the duty at petty 
sessions. He iB not one of the magistrates appointed 
without salary. There are a great many magistrates 
appointed by the Lord Chancellor who have no salary, 
but there is one person appointed with a salary in 
Dublin of 1,0001. or 1,2001 a year. 


56,526. What would you do with him as regards the 
licensing authority? — If tho licensing authority, f- 


respect of the grocers, was not given to the county 
court judge and the recorder, I would give i 


. „ . „ to tho 

stipendiary magistrate, and I would give a right of 
appeal from the stipendiary magistrate to the recorder 
or to tho judge at quarter sessions. 


56.527. The stipendiary magistrate shonld take cog- 
nisance uf the three considerations mentioned in tho 
Act of William IV. ? — Precisely. I would extend to 
the grooers’ licenses the third clause, that he should 
have regard to the existing number of public-honscs 

56.528. Do you think that tho spirit grocers’ licenses 
are a good or an evil ? — They appear to me a very 
great evil. What happens very often is that the wife 
of the family gets drink in tho spirit grocers’ establish- 
ment. Ibis put down to tho account under the genoral 
head of " groceries ” and the husband knows nothing 
about it, and tho wifo often acquires tho habit of 
drinking. There is no doubt there is a great doal of 
surreptitious drinking in those grocers’ establishineuts. 


56,529. Do any of those cases come tip beforo you? 
—Not many of them. 


56,580. Have you known ol cases of goods having 
been ordered surreptitiously and put down as gro- 
ceries ? — Not many ; very few of them. I do not know 
that of my own experience judicially 


56,531. You know that as a matter of rumour ? — I 
know that is the general opinion about it. I think 
there are only one or two cases that ever came beforo 


56,519. Are you chairman ? — I am county court 
jndgo of the county of Antrim, and, of course, I sit ns 
county court judgo of Antrim outside the borough 
of Belfast. I have thcro the magistrates to deal with 
and my experience is that the magistrates do not regard 
muoh tho provisions of tho Act of Parliament which 
require them to take into consideration the number of 
public-houses. I find that the magistrates are brought 
from all parts of tho county to sit upon the Bench and 
to Toto on questions about which they know nothing, 
and in which they have no interest. They live in 
distant, parts of tho county and the license being asked 
for is iu a different plaoe. 


56.520. That is one of your governing reasons for 
abolishing the magistrates as tho licensing authority P 
—Precisely. 1't iii one of my reasons for saying they 
ought to liavo nothing to do with it, hceauso those 
private influences are brought to bear, and they eomo 
into districts not belonging to themselves at all to 
vote. 


56,521 . You have spoken of appeals under the existing 
kwj thcro is no appeal from tho recorder, is there ? 


56.532. Havo you ever known cases in which tho Drinking, 
law as to consumption on the premises with reference on spirit 
to these spirit grooers lias been violated ? — Yes, that grocers’ 
has often come before me, for the police have brought premises 
them up for selling drink on the premises, and in that 

way they como up for prosecution. 

56.533. What lias heen the consequence to the spirit 
grocer on a conviction P — He has been fined. 

56.534. Would any amount of convictions mnko him Endorse- 

forfeit tho license? — No, there is not the marking of meat of 
the grocer's licenses. licenses. 

56.535. Do yon think thero ought to be?— I think 
so. I think tho same law should apply to grocers’ 
licenses, as applies to a publican's license. 

56,530. Do yon think that, anybody lmb the actual 
owners of the promises should have a license ? — My 
opinion would bo that no person should have a 
publican’s license unless the person carrying on the 
business. Of coarse those licenses areheld by wholesale 
dealers. They, hold a vast number of those licenses, 
and they put perBonB in to manage the houses. Ofconrse pi ur ,ij tv . 
that tends to a monopoly. If that were not so, and if fr >| c ' f e , 
each individual was obliged to conduct the bouse which 
he held, it would remove very much of the objection, 
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and the houses being bo valuable they would be con- 
ducted properly. It would be the intores t of the persons 
to conduct them properly. 

56,537. Ton mentioned the word “monopoly,” lmt 
from the carlior part of your evidence I gathered, 
perhaps wrongly, you did not object to n monopoly — 
you thought it raised the character of the house P — 


56.538. I asked you what was the result of there not 
being fresh licenses grantod in Belfast, and you said it 
enormously increased tho valno of the houses and the 
character of the occupants, I think you said ? — Certainly 
it increased tho value of tho houses, and tho owners 
liccame more careful in the management of the houses, 
and the prosecutions have become very much less. 

56.539. Thou if monopoly is to exist in Belfast or 
any other town, why should not tho fact of the houses 
being in tho hands of a few people with managers 
increase the value of the houses and the character of 
tho occupants P — So it would increase the value of the 
houses no matter in whose bands they were, whether 
tho wholesale dealers had them or the retail persons 
had them. The number of the houses would he the 
same, and it would increase the value of the houses, no 
doubt. What I meant by monopoly is that a wholesale 
dealer may be the owner of, say, 30 licenses, avid he has 
thorn all in his own hands, but if you give those 30 licenses 
to 30 people they arc distributed, and it lessens the 
monopoly. That is what I meant by that. 

56.540. Tou object to the tied*house system P — Yes, 
that is what it amonnts to. 

56.541. You would object to a great company getting 
licenses for 30 houses, and putting in SO managers P — 
Certainly. I do not mean to say they are not properly 
oondneted — not at all. I have not heard of complaints of 
that kind about their not being conducted properly. 
It exists to a great extent in Bolfnst, the holding of 
those tied houses, but I have heard of no complaint of 
any improper conducting of those houses 

56.542. Yet I understand yon would give the license 
to the person actually carrying on tho business P — Yes, 
carrying on the ’cosiness. Of course when tho. whole- 
sale dealer 1ms the houses ho supplies his own goods to 
the retail houses, and of course he can supply whatever 
the public are willing to accept from him. wherona if 
they arc in tbn hands of 30 persons they would be all 
very active and careful to supply the best possible 
commodity to tho public. 

56.543. On the ground of social order and of ad- 
ministration of the law, do you or do you not think 
that a state of things whore a great corapauy owns 30 
houses with 30 respoctablo managers would be detri- 
mental to tho course of law and order P — Not at all. I 
am sure they arc quite os well managed. 

56.544. You would not give the license to the com- 
pany P — I think it would tend to do away with the 
tendency to monopoly j but I think tho houses would 
bo just as well conducted in one way as the other. 

56.545. In that case who would yon give the license 
to P — The individual. 

56.546. That is the individual manager ? — Yes. 

56.547. Would that bo with the object of making the 

E avnon responsible? — The person who is the liconae- 
older is responsible. There must be a householder 
who has the license, and the householder is responsible 
for every broach of the licensing law. If a manager 
is put in he must ho a householder. 

56,548. Would yon visit on the house tho sins of the 
publican? — No, it is on tho individual who is tho 
licensed party. He is tho person who is punished, not 
the house - 

56,549. I want to know how you would get — if you 
wish to get — at the great controlling company ?— Yon 
cannot get at them at all. The only person liable is 
the person in whose name the license has boen granted 
who must bo a honseholdor. He is the only person 
who can be punished. 

56,550. Thoveforc after a given number of convic- 
tions yon would take away the license from tho house, 
and not regard the foot tliat it was in the possession of 
a great monopolist company? — Oortainly, you would 
not look to the company at all, but regard the 
individual as if he wero tho owner of the whole 
concern. 


56.551. Hnvo you ever hail occasion, sitting as & J-.ir 

licensing authority, to overhaul the agreements made Fie. 
between the ostensible tenant and his landlord ?— No, 
never. — - 

56.552. You never ask for them P — No. 

56.553. Would yon see any objection to asking for 1»M1 »} 
the njn-eement to sec whether the tenant was tied in a audits-, 
way that would incapacitate him from discharging his 
dnties to the public P — I should have no right to ask 

that, because the Act of Parliament entitles the person 
who is a honBeholder, if he is a fit person, to the 
license. 

56.554. If you suspected there was a tied-houso 
system of a stringent character prevailing, would yon 
do that ? — I should nob interfere. Tho law allows thnt. 

It is quite settled that those tied houses may lie held. 

56.555. Some magistrates" benches iu England insist 
on seeing the agreement, and if the agreement is not 
satisfactory they cancel it? — I never do thnt. I ucver 
inquire at all into anything of that kind. 

56.556. Do many retailers iu Belfast hold several Plunge 
licenses for different houses in their own hands P — Yes, of lira?- 
there are several retailers who hold lioeuseB for several 
honscs in Belfast. 

56.557. Do you see any harm in that ? — Yes, because 
they put managers in to conduct them, and then they 
cannot exercise, it appears to mo, a proper control over 
the houses. 

56.558. I think an application was made to you, was Neelfo 
there not, by an individual for a transfer under rather dial* 
peculiar circumstances P — Y ea, there wes. That was retail 
for the transfer of a publican’s license. There was a spirit 
house in Belfast which had existed for nearly 100 years licenst 
as a wholesale wine and spirit establishment and .to 

that house there was attached a publican's license. It 
was necessary for him to have tho publican's license 
because otherwise he could not sell anything under 
two gallons, and he had the publican’s license all this 
time. The owner of tho bouse died, and a transfer lias 
been asked of the license. It has boon violently 
opposed liy the police ami several persons on the 
ground that the person who aska for the license is 
going to convert it into a public-house with a bar. 

The person applying for tho license is a gentleman 
from Scotland. In Scotland it was proved before 
nio that ho had 32 retail licenses, lie has got one 
in Belfast in another place, and ho paid for this 
license, as it was stated 4,0002., and he asked from me 
a transfer ot" the license. The police oppose it on 
tho ground that ho is going to opon a public-house. 

Tho place is most improper for a public-house, 
nothing oonld bo more ho. It is not improper 
so long as ho carries on tho business that has been 
carried on heretofore, namely, that of a wholesale dealer, 
and if ho does not opon a bar. The first application 
that was made lor tho transfer failed booauso ho was 
resident in Scotland. Ho then applied again in tho 
name of the manager, and that application also failed 
because the manager was not a honseholder in Belfast, 
and no douot it will come forward again. The position 
in which the Licensing Authority is in is this Is this 
man’s 4,0002. to bo confiscated, and is tho license not to 
be transferred lest he should convort the house into a 
public-honso. It occurred to mo that that showed that 
there should he another kind of license existing in Ire- 
land, and that it should be possible to grant a license to 
sell ouantilies under two gallons, but which would not 
enable tho licensee to convert thepromises into a public- 
house. That liconse does exist in England . It is tho three- 

g niaoa license thnt was referred to. They cam grant a 
ccuse for a particular purpose in England, hut it cannot 
bo granted in Ireland ; it must lie a publican’s license, 
and by moans of the publican's license ho may convert 
premises which are utterly unfitted for a public-house 
into a public-house. 

56,559. Even though ho has got the publican’s license 
simply for the sake of soiling in less quantities than 
two gallons, that qualifies him to sot up a bond juh 
public-house F— Yes it doos. That :i.ppoars to mo to he 
a great evil, and for tho purpose of preventing that 
some judges have been in tho habit of putting conditions 
upon the licensee restraining that. 

56,560. This gentleman from Scotland who owns 
them) retail licenses in Scotland applied for the transfer 
of this house to which this publican's license was 
attached P — Precisely. 
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Sij.aiJl. Ami Ko liad paid 4,0002. for it ? — Yes. 

56,2)1)2. You say ilic question arose as to whether ‘he 
should bo mulcted of the 4,0002.5* — Whether I should 
confiscate his 4,0002., or grant a transfer, lest he should 
convert it into n public-house. The police say he is 
going to do that. He has other premises w the 
neighbourhood. 

56.563. What did you do?— He will come up before 
me again. It is not decided. 


56,564. Tho difficulty still remains ? — Precisely ; hut 
it appeared to me that does .snow that there should bo 
an independent license — another license altogether 
different from a publican's license, or that the licensing 
authority should ho able to put restrictions on tho 
license. 


56,572. Do you sea much of tho bond fide traveller? — Judge 
Yes. at least tkero is nothing 6o»i-i fide in it. The bond p '. tz ‘ 
fide tra Teller is a mere password into the public-house lr,b0 °’ > - 
on Sunday. There have boon several appeals before me 00 ,, “, 9( , 
where the police have interfered, and they detected it, r ~ 

and my experience is thut it is a well understood T j, e 
saying between the person entering the public-house 4ond j- l( i e 
and tho public-house keeper, “ Are yon a bond fide traveller, 
traveller P " nud as a matter of course the doors are 
opened and in ho goes. The person who is the owner 
of the public-house, when there is a prosecution, is 
asked, “ Did yon inquire whether the ; 


‘ bond fi 


do traveller ? • — “ Yes,” he says, “ I asked him 
“ was he a boiu't Juhi traveller, and he said he was.” 
They never make any inquiiy, but simply ask the 
question, “ Aro yon a bowl fide traveller ? " 


. . 56,565. Then, I suppose, that same difficulty and 

Editions thai. samo risk of expansion of tho house, applies to an 
hotels, hotel or a restaurant? — Procisoly. The same thing 
occurred in respect of an hotel in Belfast. There was 
au hotel called tho Shaftesbury Hotol, in Belfast, aud 
several times applications were made to me to grant a 
license to this hotel, ft was opposed on the ground 
that a public-houso would eventually be opened. The 
situation wonld bo very improper for a public-house, 
but vory suitable for an hotel, and a difficulty arose as 
to whether it should be granted. It was granted, the 
man undertaking not to open a public-house ; hut, in 
my opinion, the undertaking was waste paper and 
worth nothing. It is not binding upon him at all. I 
think it would be very desirable that the licensing 
authority should be able to put restrictions on the 
license when granted, or a separate license as existing 
in England, should exist in Ireland, namely, that ic 
should be possible to grant a retail license to a wholesale 
dealer ; because it comes to this : Are all the wholesale 
dealers in Belfast who sell wine nud spirits to private 
individuals to be obliged to convert all tlieir establish- 
ments into pahlic-honses and have bars in them ? They 
do not wish to do so ; still that appears to be the law 
as it exists at present. 


56,678. What would you do with this so-called bond Sunday 
fid* traveller? — I would close the public-house from closing. 
Saturday until Monday morning, and I would not 
allow them to bo open upon a Sunday at all. 


56,574. You do not think that tho expansion of tours 
by cyclists mid so on entitle them to any opportunity 
of getting refreshment on Sunday? — So far as cyclists 
are concerned they have the means of carrying what- 
ever they require. Thoy can have baskets in front of 
them, and cau carry with them whatever they require. 
For the sake of the community I am <juite an advocate 
for closing the house from Saturday night to Monday 
morning. 


56.575. The licensing authority at present is obliged Objectors 
to confine his attention to tho objections raised before and 
him is he not ? — Yes. The licensing authority must licensing 
slate the ground upon which ho refuses the license, and authority, 
that is taken down by tho clerk of the peace who enters 
it in a book. 


56,566. (Jfr. Young.) This license you refer to is t 
three-guinea English license, I presume ? — Precisely. 


tho 


56.567. (Chairman.) If an hotol or a restaurant 
wished to take ont tho fuller license, wonld you give 
tho magistrates tho right of interfering in their dis- 
cretion and refusing it? — If it is proper to grant tho 
license for an hotol or a restaurant, of course it should 
be grouted, but grouted in such a way that they could 
not convert the hotel or restaurant into a public-house. 
It should bo granted subjoct to a condition that it should 
oidy bo used as au hotel or a restaurant. 

56.568. Supposing the proprietor of an hotel or 

restaurant said hu wanted to have a public-liouse license 
liy granting which he wonld be able to use his premises 
as a thoroughly constituted public-house, would you 
give the magistrates tho power of saying, “No; we 
“ think yon ought to be dependent upon the hotel 
“ license! and should not have the public-house license 
“ into the bargain” P — Certainly ; I think it should be au 
application for a s raallor liconsc to tho licensing autho- 
rity— to the recordor or the magistrate; "" ' 

be an application for one license. 

56,560. As to the hours of closing public-houses, when 
b would you close them ? — I certainly would close the 
■ public-houses at an early hour on Saturday. 


56,576. If a specific objection is made before the 
licensing authority must the case be decided upon that 
objectiou, or may tho magistrates introduce into their 
decision other considerations P — No, it must be decided 
on the objection raised, aud upon none other but it 
may turn out during the progress of the case that 
other grounds of objection do exist, and the licensing 
authority has no power to refuse the license on that 
ground, the objection uot having boeu made. 


56,577. Would nob that bo un fail- to tho applicant, 
that in tho course of tho case being heard, some other 
point should spring up, and the magistrates should say 
“ Wc think that is a good objection ” and without 
notion to the porson as to what tho specific objectiou 
was, the license should be taken away horn him? — No, 
because that could all be avoided in this way that when 
an objection was suddenly sprung on the applicant, it 
would be the duty of tho licensing authority to adjourn 
the case to givo the applicant an opportunity to rebut 
the objootdou. Several coses have been before me where 
an objection has boon mode, and where it transpired 
during tho hearing of the case that tho lioouso should 
not bo granted. Still, I was powerless in the absence 
of an objection, and bound to graut tho license. 


56,578. Is it your view that the licensing authority in 
There should- the absence of any opposition should be able to refuse a 
license on tho three statutable grounds ?— Certainly it 
should be on statutable grounds. I would not allow tho 
licensing authority to refuse it except upon tho 
statu tame grounds. 


56,570. Have you any hours in view? — I would olosc 
them at or about 4 o’clock. People got off from their 
work early on Saturday. They have sufficient time 
from tho time they leave their work to 4 o’clock. That 
would give them an opportunity of going to the public- 
house, but when they are allowed to remain longer in 
tho publio-house then tho result of it is that they go 
into the public-house aud they remain there until 10 or 
11 at night, and they spend all their wages, go home 
drunk, and their families arc without their wages, which 
they otherwise would have but for the public-ht 


56,579. Who would make the objection in that case 
that the statutable grounds had lwen infringed ? — If no 
objection has been made, and it is appears that the 
statutable ground does exist, I think that the licensing 
authority should havo power to deal with that matter, 
and it would be his duty, I think, to adjourn the 
case, iu order that tho appliouub might have an 
opportunity of removing the difficulty if he could. 


close 


56,580. (Mr. Hyslop.) There are one or two questions Recorder 
I should like to get to understand with reference to the sole 
. . question of the licensing authority in Belfast. Belfast, licensing 

56.571. On S»t«ri.y.,rWt tim. do th, -rework, “gjjg} ””■* l “ T0 * *'“* 


a rule — what time does work cease? — Between 


1 aud 2 o’clock. It would give them a couple of hours 
for them to frequent tho public-house. It appears to 


l tho hands of tho recorder? — It is 


ine tnat tuat would ue quite long cnougn, naving regain eg ego it lies i 
to^tho interests of themselves and their famines. It ali in my hands. 

56,583. You would consider that a better licensing 
authority than if a number were drawn from the magia- 
C 4 
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trates to sit on the licensing Bench, it ia usual iu 
this country to seleot a number of magistrates to sit on 
licensing questions, but you would prefer to put it in 
the hands of ono man, namely, the recorder, or the 
* county court judge ? — There is no such tiling in Ireland 
as selecting magistrates to sit along with the recorder. 
What I would do is this. I would make the recorder 
or the county court judge the sole licensing authority, 
hut I would also give a right of appeal against his 
decision to tho two going judges of assize. 


Appeal 

recorder. 


56.584. You advocate a right of appeal from the 
recorder’s court? — Certainly. I think it is a very 
serious thing where such large interests are involved. 

56.585. What court would that appeal be to ? — The 
judges go assizes twice a year. Two judges go to the 
assizes every year, and I would give a right of appeal 
from the recorder to those two judges and let them 
docide the case. 


Licensing 

justices 

unsatis- 

factory. 


56,580. May I ask if the people themselves are satis- 
fied with the present system P — I do not think the 
public arc satisriod with it at all. 


56,587. Would they prefer the justices to deal with 
the question? — I think the general feeling is that the 
magistrates should have nothing to do with it. 


56,588. Why so P — Because licenses have been granted 
that should not have beeu granted at all. As I men- 
tioned in the case of Belfast, where the recorder had 
refused all the licenses, the magistrates granted them 
all. Private influences are brought to bear, and magis- 
trates out of their own districts come np and vote on 
applications about which they know nothing, and in 
which they have no interest. 


56,589. Surely you would not say of the magistrate 
of Belfast, that they are men of no minds of theirown? 
— 1 do not say any such thing. I think they arc a very 
excellent set of men ; just as yon get in any other place. 


50,590. Then why not trust thorn with licensing 
questions?— Influences arc brought to bear, and men, 
when applied to, come up from remote districts. 


56,591. Why I press this question is, that the highost 
authorities wfio hnve given evidence before this Com - 
mission, as far os 1 remember, have all been of opinion 
that tho licenses ought to remain in the hands of the 
justices P — That is not my experience in the working of 
it in Belfast. 


56,592. With rofcrence to tho bond fide traveller, yon 
have a number of those to deal with ? — Certainly. 


56,593. Tho distauco, we have heard, i 
that in this country ? Yes. I think so. 


he taken with reference to the publican asking tho 
question P First, von say, that he asks if they are bond 
fide travellers, and they say “ Yes ” P — That is so. 


56,596. What further inquiry should they make then 
to ascertain from the traveller himself? — Probably he 
would give no othor answer than that he was a bond fide 
traveller. 


58,597. Then you assume that the men tell &i 
—So they do, constantly. 


56,604. Might I take it that is one of the reasons why 


yon object to any method of licensing which tends to y, 
grant licenses freely ?— No, J do not say that. g y ' 


grant licenses ireciy r — iso, j ao not say tnat. GiiU. 

56,605. I understood you objected to magistrates 


having the power of granting the licenses, because 
they granted them much too freely ? — Precisely. They 
grant them, in my opinion, where the Act of Parliament lloo ' ia u: 
provides they should not be granted. drunk*-. 


56,606. What I was following that np by wa3 asking 
yon if your objection to the ready granting of licenses 
is, that your experience has taught yon that it leads 
to public evils, one evil being that it loads to drinking, 
and crime follows P — I think it does. I remember the 
time when I was Crown prosecutor, it frequently 
occurred that people going along tho roads at night 
could not pass any public-house, and every public- 
house they came to they thought it necessaiy to go 
into to have a drink, and tho more public-houses the 
more driuk they had. 


56.607. Those frequent visits to the public-house, I 
suppose, uulminated frequently iu disorder and trouble ? 
— Certainly, and then the crime takes place. They 
get drink iu these publio-houscs going from one to 
another ns they come along tlie roads, and then at the 
final public-honBe, perhaps, tho crime for which the 
man was prosecuted takes place. 

56.608. Therefore it is only fair to trace to a con- 
siderable extent that crime to tho facilities that were 
provided for obtaining liquor ? — That is xny opinion. 

56.609. You are also tho County Court Judge for the 
county of Antrim, I gather? — Yes. 


56.610. In that capacity you will have bankruptcy 
cases before you, I presume P — That is another juris- 
diction altogether. 

56.611. Do they come before you? — Yes. The Local 
Bankruptcy Act mado me bankruptcy judge also. 


56,612. What I was going to ask you, was whether in 
that enpaoity you have noticed the undesirable results 
of drink ?— No, I have not. 


56,613. You hnve not noticed that it leads to bank- 
ruptcy ?— Certainly not. 

56,011'. (Mr. Younger.) In suggesting an alteration in Propesni 
the licensing authority, I observo that you do not in liccnsiig 
any way appear to think that a popularly elected board milbartj. 
would bo more desirable than tho present ono ?— I have 
never considcrod that question at all. 

66.615. Yon hnvo said that a judicial authority would 
be the better ono ? — Certainly. I would say a judicial 
authority and some rosponsiblo person, and the threat 
of a court of appeal. 

56.616. I rather lake it you would think it would be 
a rather worse system than the present one ? — I do not 
think it wonld bo a good ono at all. 

56.617. Then ns to the tied houses in Belfast. You Tied 
ought to know bettor than I do, but 1 am informod that louses as! 
there is uo system of tied houses there such as there is 
in England— that all tho publicans in Belfast a 


owners of their property, though they may hare 
“• s from ono person or nuothev P — I think there 


are a great many wholesale dealers who have a great 
many of tho honses. 


56,598. You cannot say that to them ? — No, you cannot 
say that to them. 


56,618. Is it not the fact that they simply lend 
probably a small amount of capital to a man?— 
Certainly. A great many of them are in tho hands of 
the mortgagees. 


56,599. (Mr. Whittalcer.) Are the bond fide travellers 
a difficulty on Sundays, especially in the vicinity of 
Belfast ?— -No, I do not think so. 


56,600. They do not go out much in order to get 
beyond the hounds P — I do not think so. 


56,619. is it not a fact that iu very much the larger 
proportiou of these cases the mortgagees are the bank, 
and not any brewer ? — In several cases that is so, but 
as to the number I do not know. All I know about 
them is what I have heard. 




Connection 56,601. They are not a serious difficulty P — It is not 
of drink a serions matter, 
and crime. 

66,602. May I ask you how long you have been 
Kccordor of Belfast P — 10 years. 


56,620. The point I wanted to bring out \ 

That those loans, such ns they are, when they exist oi 
the part of wholesale houses, are loaus which can he 
paid oft' at any moment by the party who borrows, and 


thoreforo he is perfectly free to change from them 
anybody elso if no is not 


50,603. During that time can you give us any indi- 
cation of the result of your experience as to tho effect 
that drinking and drunkenness has upon crime?— I 
was for 12 or 15 years Crown prosecutor, and the 
opinion I formed when I was Crown prosecutor was 
that three-fourths of the crime was the result of 
drinking. 


, , not satisfied P — Yes, but the way 

the thing is managed, as I understand it, is this : The 
wholesale dealer enables the retail man to buy tho 
property, and he thou gets a mortgage upon the bouse, 
lie has control over it, and of course it is part of his 
arrangement that his goods ore to be token. 


56,621. That may be bo, but the publican can pay 
off the mortgage if ho pleases, ana go to somebody 
elso P — I think so. 
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Judac 56,622. In that sense, lie is a free agent? — In that 
fit- sense, he is the owner of the lionsc. 

Gibbon- 56,623. That is a Tory distinctly important differ. 

enco between some systems of tying here, and tying in 

Ireland P — I know nothing of the tying here. 

56,62+. Where houses are actually owned by the 
brewer, and then let to a tenant, you see the differ- 
ence ? — I think it is, as you say, generally in Belfast 
that it is money that has been lent by the wholesale 
dealer. He, in fact, buys the houses, or gives the 
money to buy them, and takes a mortgage for his 
money. 

56.625. Assuming ho does so, is it not to the interest 
of the wholesale dealer to deal fairly and liberally by 
the man who borrows the money, so as to protect his 
own advance ?— I do not say ho does not deal fairly 
with him. 

56.626. In what respect is there any objection to this 
system P — -What I have mentioned about a monopoly. 

56.627. Ton know that drapers and people of that 
sort, get money in a similar way from the wholesale 
houses ? — No doubt they do. 

56.628. Whatover objection applies to the one applies 
to the other ? — I have no doubt it does. 

Early 50,629. You favour earlier closing on Saturday ? — I 

closing on do in tho interests of the working-classes. 

Saturdays. 55^30. Do not you think that if you close the houses 
as early as you suggest it would lead to a great deal of 
shebcening? — The police are able to take care of 
that. 

56.631. You have great confidence in the police ? — I 
have the greatest confidence in the police. They are 
quite on tile alert. 

56.632. You do not think it would be a serious inter- 
ference with the liberty of the subject if you would not 
let him get a glass of beer after 4 o’clock on Saturday P 
— As you know, all these men are coming from their 
employers in Belfast, and they have their week’s wages 
ana spend them in the public-house, and go home to 
their families without any of their wages. 

56.633. Yon do not suggost that that happens often P 
—I have no doubt it does "happen constantly. 

56,631. Is pay-day nlways on a Saturday ? — I do not 
know. 

56,635. That is a very important point in connection 
with it P — I suppose it is. Saturday is generally the day 
tho work-peoplo are paid. 

Licenses 56,636. (Mr. Johnston.) You told us that you had 
h return been rather restricted in the matter of granting new 
fniur- licenses because they had been granted too freely, in 
kmot. your opituon, by tho justices P — Precisely. 

56.637. Does not this case arise. I believe that 
Belfast is a very rapidly growing town and that new 
districts may require, in the ordinary opinion of 
mankind, a new license though somo of the old 
districts are very much congested with old licenses ? — 
Certainly, and in a cose of that kind the license should 
be granted. I am not one of those persons who say 
that licenses should not be granted. What I say 
is this : that it is the duty of the licensing authority 
to have regard to the Act of Parliament which provides 
that in {{ranting a license you shall have regard to 
the existing number of public-houses. If no public- 
house existed, and if the neighbourhood were suitable 
and proper for the public-house, it is the duty of the 
licensing authority to grant a license. 

56.638. Do you ever or does any licensing authority 
in Ireland to your knowledge nse the power of granting 
new licenses to thin out those in tho old districts 
whero in their opinion there are too many, by 
requiring what we call surrenders." — That is often 
done — surrendering a license in an improper place and 
granting one in lien of it in another place. 

56.639. That is ofton done in Ireland P— Yea. 

56.640. Is it done in Bolfast P — Yes. 


proper booking, I understood you, of spirits or wine, JuAg 

or beer for groceries. That was one of your objections 

to the spirit grocers' license P — Yes. ' Gibbon . 

56.643. And I understood you to say that you had 2 2 Mar. 98 
practically few cases ? — I cannot say that myself. It . 

is merely from hearsay. Liquor 

56.644. Have you any idea of tho number of cases charged 

during the last 10 years, which have come under your ns °j' ier 
notice of that kind P — Yery few — two or three. goods. 

56,6-1-5. In fact the opinion, I think, you said yourself 
was founded upon rumour ? — Certainly. 

56.646. May I put this to you. How do you regard 
a rumour when it comes up before you as a judge from 
the point of view of evidence. Do you attach value to 
itP— No. 

56.647. Then 1 shall not be wrong if I say you do not 
attach too much importance to rumour in this case P — 

Not the slightest. 

56.648. Then the other point was with reference to Quantities 
drinking “ on.” "Under these spirit grocers’ licenses I for sale, 
understand they can sell in the smallest sized bottle 

and in open vessels for off consumption ? — They can 
sell anything under two quarts. 

56.649. You think tho three-guinea spirit license as it 
exists in England would be an advantage in Ireland. 

You are aware under that license they cannot sell loss 
than a bottle, and cannot sell for consumption in open 
vessels P — I do not know that at all. 

56.650. If that were the case in Ireland, would it 
meet your difficulty with reference to driuking on the 
premises P — I am afraid I do not quite understand what 
you mean. 

56.651. If they could only sell under the tliree- 
guinoa spirit license, as they do in England, in quanti- 
ties of not less than a quart bottle, and not in open 
vessels, would it reduce the amount of drinking you 
say goes on under the spirit grocers’ license in Ireland ? 

— I do not see how it would affect it muoh one way or 
the other. 

56.652. You do not think the fact that you can go 
into a spirit grocer’s shop, and buy a small quantity in 
an open vessel is conducive to drinking P — la Ireland 
it is two quarts they can soil. 

56.653. The spirit grocer can sell in any sized bottle? 

— Anything under two quarts. 

56.654. In England you can only sell in a closed 
Vessel, and not less than a bottle. I ask you whether 
you think, as you suggest, that the English license 
would he an advantage because that would bo a pre- 
ventative to tho drinking on the premises ?• -That is 
not the English license I was referring t-o. There is a 
license in England that enables persons who are whole- 
sale dealers to have a license to retail. 

56.655. That is the license under which all grocers 
and wino merchants sell in England? — I do not know 
that. I was under tho impression there was that other 
license. 

56.656. The restriction is not less than a bottle and 
not iu an open vessel, and I ask yon whether you think 
if that was the practice in Ireland that would do away 
with drinking on the premises? — No. What I was 
referring to was that there ought to be a license given 
for the purposes of enabling the wholesale’ dealer to 
bo’ 1 small quantities. If you ordered a dozen of wine 
or a dozen of spirits that lie should have some license 
which would enable him to supply you with those 
articles. 

56,667. That is the point I want to put. That is the 
license under which the grocer and every trader for off 
consumption sells in England P — That does not exist in 
Ireland. 

56.658. But if it was the practice in Ireland P — If it 
had that effect, I say that would be sufficient. 

56.659. [Mr. Young.) Yon would recommend tho idea Eiuly 
of closing at 4 o'olook on Saturday till Monday P — Yes. Saturday 

56.660. Because the working man spends his wages ? clos,D S- 
—Yes. 


! . 56,641. You do it yourself? — Yes, certainly, a license 56,661. Are you aware that, in Belfast the day for 
is often given np. A man says I will give up this paying wages is Friday, and in many cases Thursday? 
license if you grant mo a license in another place and — Yes, but he is occupied on those days. Ho docs not 
if there is no objection to it. I should think it is tho get away from his work till Saturday, 
duty of tho licensing authority to accede to the 56,662. He is not occupied after half-past five. He 
ppiication. has plenty of time to spend his wages on the other days P 

56,642. (Mr. Grinling.) Yon have statod two objec- — I know ; but he is out on Saturday at 2 o’clock, and 
turns to the spirit grocers’, license. One was the im- then he goes to thqpublio-hquse.and. he commences the 
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Judge drinking, and haring commenced it he carries it on, 

Fitz- whereas on the other ilavs lie is kept to his work till 

Gibbon, nearly 6 o’clock, and then he is tired and goes home, and 

docs not go out to the public-house, and the wanes are 

2 a Mar. ’9 8 not spent. 

56,663. It is for the purpose of protecting the working 
man from drunkenness and from the immoral use of his 
wages that you reoommend this, is it not ? — Yes. 

56,664'. Might I ask you are you sufficiently logical in 
notwanting to close the public-houses altogether P — No, 

I do not think so, because we should not like our clubs 
closed. We like to have an opportunity of visiting 
them, and I think the working man should also have 
an opportunity of going to what is his club, namely, the 
public-house ; but I think he should not ho allowed to 
remain there such a loug time as to do such mischief 
to himself and his family. 

56.665. I presume you would close the olubs for 
gentlemen at 9 o’clock? — Well, is it not the same 
thing. When a working man goes into a public-house 
and commences to get the worse for drink he carries it 
on too far, and fcho consequences are very serious that 
result from it. I am uot at all one of those that say 
that the men frequenting the public-houses shonld not 
have an opportunity of doing so — nob at all. I think 
they shonld. 

56.666. Is it possible if you interfere with his liberty 
upon a Saturday, or unduly in anything, that it might 
not work well. Is there no way of escaping from that 

. restraint that yon propose P — I think wo all must be 

restrained, more or less, in several ways. We are all 
subject to restraints. 

56.667. With reference to tied houses, wo have had a 
number of witnesses before ns here, and most of them 
say, and I think yon say, that they are very well con- 
ducted P — Certainly. 

56.668. That, so far as the public weal is concerned, 
tied houses arc not a disadvantage ? — No. It was only 
on the ground of monopoly, I put it. 

j Tied 56,669. So far as the public weal is concerned ? — Isay 

I houses. ' it tonds to monopoly, when one person holds 30 licenses. 

They are confined to that one individual, whereas if 
distributed over 30 persons, 30 persons would have them. 

56.670. The license itself is a monopoly P — Certainly. 
That is a necessity. 

56.671. Yon may know that in Belfast houses are 
owned not by brewers but by largo wholesale spirit 
merchants and are well conducted P — Certainly. 

56,072. And that the articles supplied arc ns good as 
if they wore uot tied P — 1 cannot say anything about 
that. I havo never tried. 

56,673. I thought you mentioned that there is a 
danger of not the bo3t stuff being supplied ? — I do not 
say that they do not supply tho best, it is only an 
inference. 


56.674. May I nut it to you, that competition would JiuU. 
prevent bad smfi being sold ? — Yes, but if the houses Fit-. 
are all in the hands of one person, the competition is Giifc. i 

gone, and it is tho competition that secures the good 

article. That is tho way I intend to put it. 

56.675. You do not assume that there is any danger 
of all tho housos in Belfast getting into the hands of 
one man ? — I do not. 

56.676. The managers of the houses, T presume, have 
the licenses P — Yes. The manager must be a house- 
holder, and he has the license. 

56.677. You arc not only judge in the county, hut 
you are recorder in the city ? — Yes. 

56.678. Now, you recommend that tho tribunal for Proposed 

giving licenses ought to bo the judge of tho county aud Hcensm z 
the recorder of the city? — Yes. suthoriir. 

56.679. I may say that probnbly they could not bo in 
bettor hands than yours, but may I ask yon if the one 
man is in both places would you still allow him to have 
the right of giving licenses P — The recorder has the 
sole jurisdiction within the borough of Belfast, and as 
county court judge for the portions of Antrim outside 
that borough. I t is quite a distinct thing. He is thero 
os county court judge. 

56.680. The area of your jurisdiction ia very exten- 
sive ? — Certainly. It is first the borough of Belfast, 
which has a population of 300,000, and then the county 
court judge has the entire comity of Antrim. 

56.681. The question I want to put to you is that if 
there is one gentleman in those two high positions would 
you still allow him to exercise tho licensing authority 
in both places ? — They are quite distinct. 

56.682. But tho man is ono P — I would allow him to 
exercise the authority with a right of appeal against 
his decision to the judges of assize. 

56.683. If there is a danger of tho judge in the comity 
court being very strict and hypercritical in these 
matters, and his authority is not only boing exercised 
in tho county, but exercised in the borough, it might 
ho very injurious probably to the public weal ?— The 
two places where he would bo exercising the authority 
aro perfectly distinct tho one from the other. If he 
goes wrong, and decides erroneously, I would enable tho 
judges of assize to correct him. I think one individual 
should not have such a tremendous power as that with- 
ont any right of appeal, and I think the two judges of 
assi/.o would bo perfectly competent to correct his 
errors. 

66.684. Is thoro an appeal now from tho recorder’s 
court P — No. 

56.685. Is thoro an appeal from tho county court P — 

No. 

56.686. Then you rocommcnd an appeal ? — Certainly 


The witness withdrew. 

Adjourned to lo-mori'oW nt half-past 10 o’clock. 
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NINETY-FIFTH DAY. 


Queen’s Robing Room, House of Lords, Wednesday, March 23rd, 1898. 


The Bight Honourable the VISCOUNT PEEL in the Chaih. 


Tho Eight Hon. the Viscount de Vesci. 
The Very Rev. H. H. Dickinson, Deau, 
Alexander Moiiison Gordon, Esq. 
Henry Grinling, Esq. 

Samuel Hyslop, Esq. 

Andrew Johnston, Esq. 


John Herbert Roberts, Esq., M.P. 
Charles Walker. Esq. 

Thomas Palmer Whittaker, Esq., M.P. 
Samuel Young, Esq., M.P. 

George Younger, Esq. 


Sir Andrew Reed, K.O.B., called in and examined. 


Sir 56,687. (Chairman.) You are Inspector-General of the 
i. Seed, Boyal Irish Constabulary P — Yes. 

K.C.B. 56,688. You have been au officer of that corps for a 
p — j great number of years ? — Yes, for over 38 years, 
mtness. 56,689. You have been Inspector-General for over 12 
years ? — Yes. 

56,690. What is the extant of your jurisdiction P— I 
have police jurisdiction in every part of Ireland except 
the Dublin Metropolitan district. 

HJ.C. 56,691. What does your force consist of P — The present 
strength of the Royal Irish Oonstabnlary is 262 officers 
and 10,980 of all other ranks. 

56.692. Yon yourself, I think, have served in subor- 
dinate ranks P — Yes. I rose to my present position from 
a cadet, entering the constabulary in 1859. 

56.693. And you have served in different counties in 
Ireland ? — I have served in different counties, and in 
the city of Belfast. 

56.694. You gave evidence before a Select Committee, 
I think, on the Sale of Intoxicating Liquors on Sunday 
(Ireland) Bill, 1877, did you not P — Yes. 1 was in 1877 
examined, and also in 1888, 10 years ago next mouth. 
I wish to premise, bofore making any statement of 
evidence, that any remarks or opinions I express relate 
to my own police jurisdiction, and do not apply, except 

S ion the general principles of the law, to the Dublin 
etropolitnn district, of which I have no official know- 
ledge, and can only speak as a citizen and resident in 
the city of Dublin. 

56,695. If necessary you will speak as a citizen and 
resident of Dublin of the state of things in Dublin H 
— Certainly. 

■'Misties 56,696. I think you have been good enough to hand 
(»e Ap- in certain returns? — Yes; I have handed in certain 
P ai| iu I), returns which I have prepared, showing statistics 
bearing on the subject of the Royal Commission, and 
which! beg to submit for your consideration. Before 
going to that, I will hand in, if you will allow me, a 
small return which givesabird’s-eye view of the number 
of licenses. It is a return for all Ireland, including the 
Dublin Metropolitan Police district and cities of Dublin, 
Belfast, Cork, Limerick, and Waterford, of the number 
of bouses for which licenses were held on the 1st March 
1888 and 1st February 1898, for the sale by retail of in- 
toxicating liquors, under the headings given. I furnish 
this return in order that the Commission may see the 
progress that has been made in the reduction or 
increase in licensed houses in the whole of Ireland, and 
m those important places. 

56,697. Is it a summary ? — No, it is an addendum to 
the returns I have handed in [mete Appendix I.]. Then 
if yon will allow mo, I will touch very shortly on the 
returns which I have already submitted. First, take 
Table I. It shows the number of retail licensed 
premises throughout Ireland. It will he noticed that 
of the total number 93 per cent, hold the full public- 
house license, aiul that the groat majority of the spirit 
grocers hold the beer retail license also. When Dublin 


Metropolitan Police district i_s omitted, the number of Sir 
houses holding the beer retail liccnso only is insignifi cant. A. Reed, 
In Waterford city the proportion of licensed premises to K.C.R. 
the population is highest, Limerick oity aud Cork city ~ — f 

being second and third respectively. In Fermanagh 2 3 Mar - 98 
the proportion is lowest. Table II. shows tho different 
kinds of licenses held by publio-houses. Of the total 
number of houses 80 per cent, hold the seven-day 
license. In only two counties (Monaghan and Mayo) Six-day 
are the six-day licenses in excess of the seven-day license*, 
licenses. That is an important fact, beoause in Ireland 
in those counties the magistrates aimed at having 
entire Sunday closing as much as possible, and in that 
way they succeeded in increasing the number of six- 
day licenses, bo that thoy now exceed seven -day licenses. 

I asked for an explanation of why it was, and I 
was informed, as regards Monaghan, that it would In 
appear the large proportion of six-day licenses in tho Mouagbon. 
county is due to the notion of the county court judge 
and magistrates, who oppose the granting of seven- 
day licenses with the object of stopping Sunday 
drinking as far as possible. With reference to 
Mayo, I wrote to the County Inspector — he is the In Mays 
chief officer of police in the county — and I a3kcd him 
to let me know how it was that in Mayo tho six- 
day licenses exceeded the seven-day licenses aud 
ho wrote as follows : — “ It is, no doubt, singular 
“ that the number of six-day licenses should exceed the 
“ number of seven-day licenses, but, on analysing the 
“ figures, I find that the great preponderance of six-day 
“ licenses occurs in the police districts of Ballaghader- 
“ reen and Swinford, which is co-extensive with that 
“ part of the diocese of Achonry which extends into 
“ Mayo. In these two districts there are 50 seven-day 
“ licenses and 257 six-day licenses, while in the re- 
“ mainder of the county, including the other seven 
“ police districts, there are 294 seven-day and 255 six- 
“ day licenses. It appears that immediately after the 
“ passing of the 1874 Act, tho present Catholic bishop 
“ of Galway, Dr. McCormack, was appointed bishop of 
“ Achonry, and, seeing the amount of intemperance 
“ existing in that congested region and the disorder at 
“ markets, Sundays, &o., in consequence, he exerted 
“ his influence in tho cause of temperance, and induced 
“ the publicans to fall in with his views, and those who 
“ had seven-day licenses almost all had them changed 
“ to six-day licenses.” 

56.698. (Doan Dickinson.) May I ask you what is the 
use of a seven-day license with the .‘Sunday Closing 
Act in all those places ? — They cannot supply Iona fide 
travellers under a six-day license. 

56.699. Only for that purpose P — They cannot sell at 
all to anyonB on Sundays under a six-day license. 

56.700. (Chairman.) Was this _ reduction of the 
licenses owing to the voluntary action of the licensees, 
or was it owing to the action of tho magistrates P — It 
wus owing to tho action of the bishop, who, in fixet, 
induced by his great influence the publicans, I pre- 
sume, to apply, which they might do, for a six-day 
license instead of a seven-day license, otherwise it 
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Sir -would not have been done, because in that short time 56,717. {Mr. Grinling.) I think the point is this: If k 

A. Reed, they could not hare graraed now six-day licenses in a man goes up to ask for a seven-day license, and the A. Bui 

K.C.D. Bnch numbers. magistrates say, No, we will not give it yon, but we icfi' 

aa cr, 18 66,701. Th. lufMnta ooukl wot te, in.i.t.,1 on ? S “ “ — 

SSMmjm U,. rftei.n to .itd.y lioen,m?-No. t .m .nr.tay liat P-lf I "ore « mag.atralo I ilionld not do It » 
Si^T irerTf“o““bl. to itf hue tbsy would not lav. the if 1 "” S ■“£>' •™*ta 

Ii“a2 lemd power. In Gho case oE a publican "ho hold his Tlrnt the nan would .aj, If yon do not 

lirenso it was rolnntary wilh 'him to surrender the ("ant roo tho revou-duy ltoon.o .petals youwjU 

5$ s 1 woul,r “ j ' “ « 

* J™ b “L i 56.718. ira.i~n».)Th, T rofo»otho.«von.da,ll,.„.. 


refnae to JT, S^ij and They rolo.o tio ..ren-day 'io.™, 

£t.d ay F-JTo : th, magiatralo. had no legal pow.t in and then ‘ho man applies fm a am.day l.oonao, and th,n 
the mittor .t all unuf the pnblloan. ome Steward. >« th.w diaoretion they grant it F-I Aonld reytboti, 
- ! - --» * the way it is done. 1 liavo never sat at quarter sessions 


, now-comer, the magistrates at 


quarter sessions might have done so. They might “i* D V"? ‘Tv***!’ -f Olluttm 'i. 0 it, 

lane mid. Wo will not. giy, you a roron-da, licoa.o but Then 1 .hould Ita I to ^onolml. . ta hMj> route: 


istratos, but that is the way I should doit. 


we will give yon a six-day license ; and that is very 
often done. That is the way it was done in 
Monaghan. 

56.703. Is there a statute granting that power to the 
magistrates in Ireland P — Under statute they havo the 
power iu the c-ase cf a new license to exercise their dis- 
cretion, and they may say, Wo will not give you a 
seven-duy license but wo will givo yon a six-day license, 
and if you do not take that yon will get nono. 

56.704. Is that in accordance with the strict letter 
of the law? — They have absolute discretion in the 
matter in the case of a new license. I am speaking of 
a new license and not a transfer or renewal. 

56.705. Supposing a new license comes up and a man 


x-day license ; and that is very 


The justices too assisted, and the result was that 
whenever applications for new licenses came forwird 
they would not get seven-day licenses, and their only 
chance of getting licenses at all was on an under- 
standing tlint thoy sought a six-day license only. 


‘ The county court judge, Mr. Bichard, has since 
‘ followed this rule in the county, and unless very 


s you a <* special cause is shown for the absolute necessity of a 
license, *' seven-day licenso, no one can get it iu Mayo. His 
“ lordship wus equally determined in patting down 
it letter “ shebeening " — that is the bishop — " anti though there 

in the “ are so few scyen-day licenses comparatively in the j 

iking of “ two police districts, illicit traffic in drink is not 

“ carried on to a greater extent than in other portions 
I “ of the county. ’ Then I came to Table VIII. Pros«cs. 

•istrates Table VIII. shows that on an average only 60 per cent. *■« iod 

iiconse • ^ oen8<5 ^ persons prosecuted are convicted ; also 


says I want a soven-day license, and the magistrates tnal on aQ P« 

say. We will only grant It if you take a six-day license : * persons prosecuted are convicted s also 

would that b. within ta pown- to rota, ’ b ? “l r ,V> >” r ““‘i ? f . lb ” 

tb. been,, bemuse the mu did no. ^niesoo in th, S 1 ”?” 4 *, b " , L “T , .a “ * '“>■ 

mogistratt.' diaomtion F-I do not know Sow they m«y Tbo awnre. olearlj. indicate tho great obj.ction on tht 

do it. Thor may n Wo will not grant th, liin.o' t" 1 ” f •“g'-lratoo to lmtkin, endormunhj i on 
bntbomayi.tt6er.pl., Ton would |et it ii yon apply tense,. This feobng also probably preronta thin 

i: i 1 Vr- _.r _ i- ■, • if." from convictme. lor it is imnossible to believe that the 


the license because the man did not acquiesce in tho ‘ ou c . ao , uc ?“ Bes ' 18 a rainarmwo tact, 

magistrates’ discretion ?-I depot know Sow they may ^ 


for a six-day license. He may get a limit in ffiab fr0 ™ convicting, for it is impossible to believe that the 
J J ° entire 40 ner cent, ol the cases wore brought forward 


56,706. (lean Dickinson.) It is done every day ir 
Dublin ? — Of conrso it is, and it is done in Monaghan. 


entire 40 per cent, of tho cases woro brought forward 
by the police without sufficient evidence for conviction. 


56,707. (Chairman.) I only wonted to know whether 
it was done in strict accordance with the provisions of 


if 56,719. Those aro the remarks yon wish to make at 

® ' present on those tables ? — That is so. 

sions'of 66,720. Since you gave evidence in the year 1888, do Drank**- 
■iff you think there has been any olion go in the state of ncain 
1 drunkenness in Ireland ? Has it r. ! “~“ — — D o: — i~i~vi 


hove to consider the character of tho applicant, tho urnmeenneas n; inomna^ nos» r«en or louen r-B.n« 
luitebility ol hi. hou.e, end tho whole cf.ium.to.re J S»" ™ ™S, I tender l.u e nltneh.n 

of the on it, end th, number of uniting lioousod home, ^ i token pleen ,n wit tl.i etete of drmikon.™ 
in tho district „ to whether it i> retaed or not, end ” J"** I do not h.nk it ho. .or.on.ly mcroMed, 
Umy,, tight Bey. Wo do no, think . ..von-doy tenon 1. 

mass of the Irish people in the rural districts do not 


56.708. Bnt a six -day licenso is? — A six-day licenso take intoxicating liquor with their meals, or at other 

may be. times daily. Thoy drink when thoy go from home on 

56.709. (Mr. Roberts.) Is it not a fact that the magis- Sundays, holidays, at fairs, markets, races, sports, &c„ 

trates have absolute discretion with reference to the °ud people who aro perfectly Bober in their homes for 

Granting of new licenses ? — They practically have, weeks at a time, sometimes get drunlc on an occasion of 


granting of new licenses ? — They practically have, weeks at a time, sometimes get drunk on an occasion of 
there is no doubt of that. the kind mentioned. Artizans and workpeople in large 

,66. 710. ttmyn^ tenfMqpJ 

p -fj ,v , ' . :, 1 - tt ,§ Drunkenness among women is not very frequent in tho 

else ?-No; they may not suggest it to him. He would mral aistrictfl . hnt %. towllR th/vorv noor ..awn 


.. i. t>._ Jff ‘ rural distriota, hut m large towns tho very poor pawn 

know the feeling ot the Bench. the gnnday c]otheB of tho flimily 011 Monday, and when 

56,711. (Chairman.) The magistrates, of course, have they have monoy in hand, spend some of it on drink, 

jsolnte discretion in refusing tho license, but having and then release the clothes on Saturday night when 


absolute discretion in refusing tho lioense, but havin; 

r ed to grant a license may they say to the man 
will give you a curtailed license — a six-day am 


and then release the clothes on Saturday night when 
they get thoir husbands' wages. 




£ 5 ' on ™ n * M ,h " k tl “ ir 

p ' in the smaller towns; in some of the large towns,! 


56,712. (Mr. Whittaker.) It would come in this way, believe in Belfast, they pay sometimes on Friday. 


that thoy would refuse the lioense he asks for, and then 
they would give him another one, which he would then 
ask for, being a six-day license instead of a seven-day ? 
— -That is what I said. Thoy might refuse the license in 
general forms. 


56.722. And sometimes more than once a week ?— I 
am not aware of it. 

56.723. (Mr. Young.) In the shipyards it is on 
Thursday and Friday ? — Yes. 


56,713. Thoy would not give him a seven-day license 56,724. (Dean Dickinson.) Whore do the rural people 
and impose conditions ? — No, not at all. If they did, get drink on Sundays ? — They may got it by an evasion 
the condition would not bo worth the paper it was of tho Sunday Closing Act. 


written on. 56,725. But whnt about the constabulary P — Wo do 

56,714. (Chairman.) That is the case of the oxeroiso our best, considering the exoossivo number of public- 
of tho magisterial discretion. Itis not strictly according houses to be supervised. 


totbetermBoE^^ofPMltoientP-So. M,n». (Oteim.w.) Would jo» oo».id,r tat tk. J™*? 

.6,715. (Mr. Whittaker.) There is a six-day license, influence of tho clergy of nil denominations in Ireland " cw *- 


It is not like giving a seven-day license and saying has greatly contributed to a reduction -in drunkenness? 
you shall only uso it as a six-day license?— No; bnt the —No doubt of it whatever, bat drunkenness is not 
course adopted is perfectly legal, I think. considered by the masses a moral offence. , 

56,716. (Dean Diclnnm ».) Ir the exercise of the dis- 56,727. With regard to Sunday closing in Ireland, 
cretion is legal, then itis legal to impose that condition ? what do you consider tho effect of that has boon? — A c 
—I think it is quite legal by granting a six-day license. good effect ; an excellent effoct. 


course adopted is perfectly legal, I think. 

56,716. (Dean Dickinson.) If the exercise of the dis- 
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c,y 56,728. You think it has made the people mora 
i Rted, sober ? — J am quite satisfied of that. 

K.C.B. 56,729. Have yon observed, or have your officers 
— observed, any improvement in the towns where tho 
Sunday closing is in operation ?— Yes, and I have 
observed it myself whoa I was a subordinate police 
officer in the country. 

56,720. What effect do you think the increase of 
athletic sports and cycling has had on the young men 
in Ireland ? — As regards tho effect of Sunday closing 
in Ireland generally, it has tended to make the people 
more sober. 

56.731. Do you think that tho athletic sports and 
cycling in Ireland have tended to make tho young men 
more sober? — Certainly. On Sundays and holidays 
they go off lor long trips through the country aud 
join in sports. 

56.732. Supposing Iroland wore polled with regard to 
it, what do you think would bo the result uf that poll- 
ing, for or against Sunday closing ? — I think the publio 
opinion in Ireland, outsido tho five cities — I cannot 
speak for those — would be in favour of retaining tho 
Sunday Closing Act. 

56.733. In those cities that are exempted, do you 
think there is ns much drinking as there was ? — I do 
not think there is as much drinking in the exempted 
cities as there was. 


Sir 


Dfitre- 

SOOUJ 

SudiT 


56.734. What is that owing to ? — I attribute it in a 
great measure to the fact that all the young men and 
many of tho young women go to tho country on long 
excursions frequently on bicycles, and few of tho young 
men who would visit public-houses are to be found in 
the cities during Sunday. 

56.735. We have had a very important suggestion 
made to us from Scotland, aud it has also been made 
to us with regard to Ireland, that in the exempted 
towns tho authorities Bhould have discretion vestod in 
them to close the public-houses earlier on weok-days, 
and close entirely on Sundays? — I think that woald be 
an excellent provision if applied to Ireland. 


fd.C.and 

Sunday 


56.736. Not a hard and fast rule that they should do 
so, but that they should have discretion to no so if they 
liked?— I certainly would not allow them to further 
extend the hours. They might reduce the hours fixed 
by the Legislature. 

56.737. And, even in tho exempted cities, to close, if 
they pleased, according to tho feeling of tho people, 
the houses altogether? — Yes, I would fix the hours 
within which limits thoy might reduce those hours, bus 
I would not allow thorn to exboed tho limits. 

56.738. Would you allow them to go as far as to 
close public-houses altogether in tho exempted cities P 
— I should, because tho view of the people would bo 
expressed by their local representatives. 

56.739. (Dean Diekinaon .) Would yon rather that 
was done by tho discretion of the magistrates, or by 
statute ? — I do not think tho magistrates ought to havo 
to do with that. It is a question for the people. 

56.740. (Oliairman.) My question was, whether yon 
would be in favour of vesting statutory discretion in 
the magistrates further to reduce tho hours, or to close 
them altogether on Sunday in the exempted towns — 
discretion by statute ? — No ; but I would vest the dis- 
cretion in the corporation. There is an analogy to 
that in regard to tho Prevention of Cruelty to Children 
Act, 1894, which enables a local authority to alter the 
hours during which children may bo employed in 
public-houses, and tho local authority there would be the 
corporation in tho exempted towns ; and I think the 
corporation ought to have the power of reducing tbo 
hours on Sunday, or to close altogether on Sunday if 
they were satisfied the peoplo wished for it. 

56.741. Do you think that the bond fide traveller, of 
whom we have heard much, gives you any trouble. ? 
— Before going to tho quoBtion of the bond fide traveller, 
perhaps IT may make one remark, and it is this : that it 
is quite immaterial, so far as the Royal Irish Con- 
stabulary are concerned, whether the rule of limited 
closing, or closing altogether be adopted. We will 
carry out the law in either case, and we ' are quite 
prepared to do so. I make thnt romark because it is 
sometimes said that tho constabulary will not be able to 
OMi-y ont the law if you close the houses on Sunday, or 
limit tho honrs still further. We are quito prepared to 
do it and there is no difficulty about it, except that I 


Id be no difficulty in carrying A. Reed, 
JC.C.R. 

56.742. There might bo a little friction if tho will of ~ 

the peoplo wore greatly exceeded in tho matter of - 3 -'- ar - ° ° 
closing r — I ilesiro to show that wo do not wish to oppose 
the people. Wo want tho people to havo a voice iu this 
matter, and that it should be left to them, but if the 
people say they wish to have the houses closed the wholo 
day on Sunday, we are quite prepared to carry ont snch 
a law. We do not express any opinion or give any 
excuse or any reason why it should not be carried ont. 

But it night be said, bogus clubs would arise or 
disorder might arise by such a change. All that was 
predicted with regard to the Sunday Closing Act, and 
those prophecies were not verified. 

56.743. As a matter of administration you think it 
would be easy for the police, or not difficult to carry 
out any regulations that might bo made? — Certainly. 

56.744. Then returning to the question of the bond Tho 
fide traveller, is he a trouble to you ? — No doubt it is a bona, fide 
great trouble near tho largo towns — near tho five traveller, 
exempted cities. 

56.745. Thoy flock out from tho big towns to small 
villages ?— Yes. 

56.746. And get drink in those houses which are 
open for tho admission of tho bond fide traveller ? — 

Thoy do ; there is no doubt about that. 


56,747. How would you deal with that difficulty?—. 

It would help ns a little certainly if tho distance for 

the traveller were extended to six miles instead of 

three miles, that is that he shonld not get intoxicating 

liquor as a 6om2 fide traveller till hq had travelled six 

miles. At present the law is tlireo miles. Tor instance Difficulty 

under the new extension of boundaries a resident in in Belfast. 

Belfast might go from one end of the city to the other 

and get intoxicating liquor on Sunday as a bond 

fide traveller without going outside tho boundary of 

Belfast. Owing to its extension it is moro than three 

miles across. 


56.748. That would bo ono of your reasons for ex- 
tending the limit ? — Of course, that is on additional 
roason. 

56.749. Yon think it would ba possible to enforce the 
rule that a man, if ho travels four miles, should not get 
Honor, and if ho has travelled six miles ho should. 
Would not it bo difficult to distinguish between n four- 
tnilcs traveller and a six-miles traveller ? — It is as easy 
to fix six miles ns three miles. Tho difficulty is not 
increased by making it six, instead of throe, to tho 
publicans, or to the persons who administer the law. 

■56,750. I was pointing to the result of abolishing him 
altogether ? — Well, it is considered a cheok upon 
drinking. lam not prepared at this momont to offer 
an opinion on tbo important point as to abolishing the 
limit altogether, because I have not considered the 
matter. I certainly think it is some check upon 
excessive drinking to havo a distance fixed and to have 
the bond fide traveller even though there is a great 


evasion of tho law. Ifthero was indiscriminate drinking 
aud any man that dropped into a pnblie-honse might 
get drink and there was free drinking in that way, I 
Blink our difficulties would bo increased, and I think 
there would be an inevease of drunkenness, especially 
in the vicinity of large towns. 

56.751. Do you know many cases of convictions of 
people for representing that they have travelled the 
required number of miles in order to get drink P — Yes, 
we have had many cases of persons not being bond fide 
travellers certainly, anil the police are very sharp about 
that beoauso they very often know the man and whore 
he has come from when they see him outer tho public- 
house. 

56.752. Do you know any case iu which the publican 
has been punished for serving a man who has come 
from within tho required distriot ?— There have been 
many cases. 

56.753. (Dean Diekinaon.) And very lately P — I could 
not say just now, but I am sure there have been. It is 
an every-day matter. I hove the police rules with regard 
to the carrying ont of the Sunday Closing Act here, 
and the licensing laws in general, which I will read for 
the Commission if they wish it afterwards. 

56.754. (Chairman.) Should you say the opening Sunday 
hours on wock days generally suit tho requirements of and early 
the people? — I do consider they suit tho requirements cloring." 
of tno people, except that on Saturdays I chink the 


should ask for the police a little more power as I shall 
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licensed houses should be closed at 9 o’clock p.m. Before 
we go from that, perhaps I may say that in my opinion 
the hours for sale on Sundays in the five cities should 
bo reduced from 2 to 7 to 2 to 5 o'clock. I made those 
* two recommendations 10 years ago. 

56,755. Ton would not leave that to magisterial dis- 
cretion, of which we talked somo time ago, but you r ^ u 

wouldmukoiba statutory obligation ? — I would make Island, and in all the islands betweon that and Tory 
it a statutory obligation. Island, along the coast of Donegal county. 3 


islands where they UBed to carry it on very extensively 
to my own knowledge, and 1 was engaged in the sup. 
pression of it in those islands for nearly five years 
There is Owey Island and Tory Island. There is a 
lot of islands there. 


56,769. There is the island of Arran More?— They 
nnver made much potheen thcro, but they did in Owey 


tioniuy 

Sunday 

closing. 


a statutory 

56.756. (Afr. Whittalccr.} And give the magistrates 
power to reduce them if they wished ? — Not the magis- 
trates, the corporation ; I would not give the power to 
tko magistrates. It is a matter that concerns the 
people. I think the magistrates should not havo it. 

56.757. (Chairman.) You suggest the corporation 
should ho put in place of the magistrates for licensing ? 
— No. The corporation have not the power of inter- 
fering at present in respect to licensing. 

56.758. I thought you were contemplating a new 

licensing authority. I understand you would givo the 
municipality the power over the hours r — I think the 
curtailing still fnrther the closing hours 
that really concerns the people ' 


dong the coast of Donegal county. 

56,770. ( CliairiiMii .) Then you come to county Gal. Galm- 
way (West Riding) P — In this county the pmctice of 
illicit distillation is largely carried on, and is confined 
chiefly to the constabulary districts of Outerard, 
Roundstono and Spiddal, more particularly j u thei 
neighbourhood of Garrarol, where the inhabitants are 
most persistent in the making of illicit whisky. The 
locality, too, favours the making of it, as them ore a 
great many small islands, which are difficult of access 
and, in consequence, tho exortions of the police in 
their attempts to suppress tho practice is considerably 


56,771. Then county Mayo? — In the county Mayo Mayo, 
illicit distillation has boon gradually increasing for 


not think any magistrate ought to have tho power of somo years past, the practico being c’kiofiy confined to 
limiting their liberty in that important particular, tho constabulary districts of Bolmullet, Balliua and 


which is considered very essential by a large nnmbor of 
tho community, many of whom are respectable, law- 
abiding people, who oonsider they ought to have a 
oortaiu right which they possess hero in England. 

56.759. (Dean Dichinson.) Should you allow the 
members of tho corporation who were themselves 
engaged in the liquor traffic to give their vote on the 
matter ? — I do not think they ought to be allowed to 
vote. That is my view. 

56.760. (Chairman.) In these five exempted cities the 
recorder has the sole licensing authority, has he not P 
— Ho has. 

56.761. When you say you would givo tho munici- 
polity the power, do you mean you would givo the 
recorder the power P — No, I should give the munici- 
pality the power of limiting still further tho closing 
hours in the exempted citieB. 

66.762. (Afr. Younger.) On the ground that you think 
it would be too much power to give to one man P — That 
would be one of my reasons. 

56.763. (Chairman.) Do you think there is much 
illicit sale of spirits in Ireland or intoxicants P — There 
is not very much illicit solo of spirits in Ireland, but I 
consider the law ought to ho strengthened in that 
regard, and I shall submit a recommendation further 


Swinford. The chief reason for tho increase is that 
for some years past molasses and sugar have been sub- 
stituted For malt in the making of illicit whisky. 
"When molasses or sugar are used, the process takes a 
far shorter time than in the case of malt, the risk of 
detection being thereby considerably reduced. As a 
result a large number of people who heretofore would 
not run tho risk of making illicit whisky now engage 
largely in the proctioe. 

56,772. May I take it that molasses and sugar are 
almost exclusively used in tho production of whisky ; 
that is to say, whisky is mado almost exclusively of 
molasses and sugar in these illicit cases P — Yes, in thoso 
counties. 


56.764. Is there much illicit distillation P — No, not 
much, but I will toll you wliat tho state of tho cuso is 
as regards illicit distillation. 

56.765. Which arc tho worst counties for illicit 
distillation P — Tho worst counties for illicit distillation 
nrc the four countios of Donegal, Galway (West Riding), 
Mayo, and Sligo. 

56.766. Perhaps yon will deni with them in their 
order? — In tho county Donegal the practico of illicit 
distillation may now be said to bo carried on in two 
baronies only of this county, viz., the baronies of 
Inniskowen, East and West, that is the north-east part 
of tho county. Somo years ago the practic 


56,773. Then county Sligo P — In county Sligo illicit Sligo, 
distillation b&s in recent years been extensivoly carried 
on, and is chiefly confined to the constabulary districts 
of Easkey and Tubbercnrry. Somo years ago the 
practice was indulged in only to a very limited extent, 
and one of the chief reasons for tho very extensive 
increase is that a now lino of railway has recently been 
constructed in tho county. When the making of this 
railway commenced it induced largo numbers of men of 
tho labouring class to come to tho locality in search of 
employment; aiul having obtained tho employment, 
the making of illicit whisky in tho locality, for the 
accommodation of these labourers, immediately com- 
menced, and has since boon carried on. Illicit 
distillation is also carried on in the counties of 
Fermanagh, Londonderry and Tyrone, but only to a 
litnitod extent. 


56,776. Owing, I suppose, to tho difficulty of detection, 
and perhaps tho necessity for drinking whisky? — 

Yes, and of course they are wilder regions and leBS 
populous. 

56,776. Would tho wet and stormy and tempestuous 
weather they experience drive the people to drinking 

a t whisky? Would tho woathcr in these mountainous 

tensively -followed in almost tho entire county, but on districts be an inducement to tho pooplc to drink, and 
tho appointment of the present Roman Catholic bishop the wet boggy land P Would tho people bo more 
(Dr. O’Donnell) to tho diocese of Raphoo, ho iinme- inclined to drink whisky thore than in more favoured 
diatoly took np tho question of illieit distillation in that parts of tho county P — I think thero is no doubt of 
portion of the county included in his diocese. The that. 

dioooso of Raphoe includes tho .whole of the county 56,777. (Afr. Gordon.) Would not tho poverty of these 
Donegal, except the baronies of Innishowon, East and districts bo a great reason for this illict distillation P 
West, before alluded to. The result of the action of They got their whisky much cheaper P— No doubt. 

Bishop O’Donnell, which was first taken about eight r foam'd 

years ago, and trho was ably aa.i.ted by tko clergy, i, M fcR 1 W “, “ >»■»» g.iili 

•hat at the pro teat Brae illieit di.tillaSon i, .eXely " h “' dmUlPSm ™“ I"™ 1 * ,_I ° ““ ” 

heard of iu his dioccey, butit is very extensively carried " ptmeipitlly. 

" e other baronies which are not in his diocese. 56,779. What is tho reason why it prevails most in 


Innishowen float and WestF-B^se^o cXoBc JJ* 1 af ^toctious i made by the police stoadUy 
ecclesiastical' antlturity in that district did not exorciso 


his eoclosiostical authority in the same way that the 3’ eai 


Catholic bishop in the other diocese did. 

56,768. Would thoy ho two largo baronies P — They 
are very large baronies. 

56.768(1. (Via count do Fesci.) Arc any of tho islands 
in the Bishop of Raphoe’s district? — Thore are several 


— Another reason for the incroaso at this time of 
tho year is that a largo number of young men who 
were absent from home during the summer return in 
tho fall of tho year. A practice exists in Ireland for 
numbers of young mou (small farmers' sons) in moun- 
tainous localities to go to England and Sootland for 
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a » the purpose of seeking employment at harvesting 
j Rifd, operations. These .young men usually leave Ireland 
'" D about the month of June, and return in the end of 
October. In a good many instances, they manage to 
save a few pounds out of t-ho wages they received in 
England and Scotland, and a good portion of their 
savings undoubtedly is invested in the purchase of 
material and plant for making illicit whisky after 
their return to Ireland. 

50,780- Do you think the practice of making illicit 
whisky is a profitable oua P — It must be profitable, or 
they would not attempt it, because if they succeed in 
getting one out of three brewings it pays them. 

56.781. Another reason why it would bo advantageous 
would be that they should make it for their own con- 
sumption. Ik there much illicit distillation for the 
purjwse uf consumption in their own homes P — No, it is 
principally for sale. 

56.782. How do they dispose of this illicit whisky P — 
There ore a number of ways of disposing of illicit whisky, 
and the following may be said to embrace the principal : 
Illicit whisky is purchased by well-to-do farmers for 
their own use. It can be bought at about ono-half the 
cost of duty-paid spirits, and numbers of people hold 
that illicit whisky, if properly made, is good value for 
the money paid for it. These farmers usually get thorn 
supply from a distance, so that there would be no 
suspicion attached to them. Somo of the small 
publicans procure this whisky and mix it with Scotch 
whisky; they then sell it as imperial liquor. It is 
almost impossible to detect it ns illicit when so mixed. 
It. is a common custom in mountainous localities in the 
winter season to have “ dances,” “balls," “raffles," 
&c. iu the neighbourhood. These forms of amusement 


n a hole in the 


A. Real, 

56.792. Not necessarily in a house ? — Not nocessarily. K-C.B . 

It may bo in a house, but it is very seldom in a houso, 23 lIar , 9g 
because the householder then is responsible ; whereas if * 

it is on the side of a mountain, ho can escape and leave 
the materials behind him. It is a greater risk for any 
man to attempt to distil in a house because, as I say, 
the householder is responsible besides the person 
making it. 

56.793. (Chairman.) The appliances for an illicit still 
are not very great or expensive ? — No, they are not very 
expensive. 


tffflicit 

rtskr. 


56.794. Can yon say wliat would be the general Cost of _ 
expense of an outfit for an illicit still P— 31. would cover illicit still, 
the plant. 

56.795. What are the utensils used? I suppose there 
would be the worm P — The still, head, and worm, and 
of course they hnvo to have barrels and so on for 
containing the stuff. 


56,796. And the molasses and sugar? — Molasses and 
sugar or malt. Thoy have barley and make it into 


ir takes full advantage 
of those gatherings, and he attends, having a supply of 
illicit whisky with him. The market is a ready i 


X il to tho demand. In localities where illicit dis- 
tion is carried on there are always a number of 
shebeens, tho keepers of which buy largo quantities of 
illicit whisky and retail it. The persons engaged in 
making illicit whisky, with their families ana con- 
noxious, consumo a large quantity of it themselves. 

56,783. Whero shebeens exist, I suppose a largo 
quantity of the liquor must bo consumed on tho pre- 
mises themselves? — Of course; a shebeen is a house 
whore intoxicating liquor is sold by a person who is not 
licensed. 


56.797. Potatoes? — I do not know that they use 
potatoes. I have never seen them. When I was 
suppressing this distillation they always used malt. 

56.798. That is the best whisky that would bo made 
out of malt P — The best whisky would he made out of 
malt. There are three articles used in the manufacture. 

There is tho still, the still-head, and the worm. 

56.799. (Mr. Young.) You require about 16 per cent, 
of malt to produce any sort of whisky ? — Our work was 
considerably increased in that regard owing to the fact 
that they repealed the Act which prohibited the 
manufacture of malt or the keeping or malt, and any 
person can koop malt if they like, and unless they use 
it in the manufacture of whisky we cannot seize it. 

56.800. (Chairman.) I will reserve the question of Present 
spirit grocers and I will ask you now about the licensing 
licensing authority. Do you think that tho present authority, 
licensing authority is capable of properly administering 

the law, or doos administer the law properly P — I think 
great, improvement and radical change is necessary to 
improve the status of public -houses, and with regard 
to tho licensing authority I certainly think there ought 
to be somo alteration made. 

56.801. W culd you substitute for the present licensing Recorders 


56,784. Would you dofino a shebeen as a plac 
they mako illicit liquor as well as sell it ?— No 
called a still house. 


authority, as wo have hoard previous witnesses state, and county 
the recorders of the citios and boroughs ? — I wonld. judges * 


56,785. A shebeen is only where they sell it P — Only 
where they sell in. They may lie selling duty-paid 
whisky in a shebeen. 


56.786. As far as you arc conocrned, it does not 
matter whether it is an illicit still or an illicit shebeen? 
—Of course a shebeen may exist in any part of the 
country, either Scotland or England. According to 
our definition of a shebeen it is a house or place whero 
in fact intoxicating liquor is sold, whether the duty is 
paid or not. 


56,787. But both the still-house and the shebeen I am 
assuming are illicit ? — Certainly ; but the still-house is 
a different place from the shebeen. 


What would you do in the comities ? — 
would have the chairman of quarter sessions the sole 
licensing authority — the county court judge. 

56.803. Sitting alone P — Sitting alone. 

56.804. The recorders in cities? — The recorders in 
cities whero there are recorders, and the county court 
judge as chairman of quarter sessions in the counties. 

56.805. Would you have an appeal from either of Appeals, 
them to two judges ? — I would. 1 think it would ba 

right to grant an appeal. 

56.806. So that you would oust the magistrates alto- 
gather ? — I would. I think the authority should bo 
left entirely in the hands of the recorder or tho chairman 
of quarter sessions. 


the still-house or the shebeen ? — We have had trouble 
with both. There are shebeens in many places all ovor 


56,807. With an appeal t-o the judges of assize f— It 
would be only in the case of valuable licenses that there 


the country, but tho still-houses are principally confined 
to tho four counties I mentioned particularly. 


57,789. (Mr. Young.) Sbobeons are in villages and 
towns, not in rural districts P — They are to be found in 
the rural districts too. They arc all over Ireland, here 
and there, wherever they can be carried on. 

-vEt .66,790. (Chairman.) Why I asked you whether a 
t-iiUiion 8 *^'b° us e did not give you more trouble tlian a shebeen 
was that, 1 suppose, a still-houso could bo erected on 
the side of a mountain, or in difficult mountainous 
country, and it would be difficult for your officers to 
detect the existence of it, whereas in the case of a 
shebeen where the whisky is sold von could more easily 
trace the. sale to the house? — There is more labour 
certainly attached to the suppression of illicit distilla- 
tion, and that forms a special work for our men in thoso 


would likely be an appeal ; buc an appeal should be 
allowed, because the intereste involved might be of great 
magnitude in certain cases. 

56.808. You do not think the number of appeals 
would bo so great as to harass and encumber the judges 
of assize P — 1 think not, because the persons who would 
he aggrieved would not go to any useless expense, and 
ao before tbe judges of assize unless they had a most 
important and good case, and in most cases he would 
not be justified if he considered his own interests in 
doing so. 

56.809. The appeal would bo on a poiut of law for tbe 
judges of assize, not on questions of fact ?— W ith regard 
to that I should consider that the judges ought to decide 
both the facts and the law — the whole circumstances 
of the case. It would not bo a mere legal point. For 
instance, if the chairman of quarter sessions refused tho 
application for a transfer of a license or for a renewal 
of a license the reasons he might give for that might 
’ ialiy not just in tho opinion of tho aggrieved 


counties. 
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Sir person. It would be quite right, T think, that he 
A. Rod, should have the power— because be might be ruined in 
K.C.B. his interests — to have an appeal to a higher authority. 

” — 56,810. So that you would ra-open the whole ease 
8 3 ,Mnr . 98 ] )e f 01 . 0 judges of ussizo both on fact and law P — I 
”” would. 

56,811. Supposing the recorder or the county court 
judgo granted a new license, would you have any 
appeal against his decision on the part of the ratepayers 
or persons properly interested or the police P In tbo 
case of a license Doing granted that was objected to 


my own statement. In the rare instance where a t. 
license was needed, and the police recommended the -t V 
applicant, I have known the Bench to be packed lw Sr- 
interested traders to provent the license beiuir eivJ ~ C 
and it was refused. 3 6 


56,834. How was the Bonoh packed by traders? 
They influenced inngislrntOH to go forward to look after 
their interests. lean mention the facts if you liko Th 


iply this. In a watering villages in Ireland 
thoro wore two hotels, and they wore very well managed 


by responsible persons, would you allow the _ police or 
those responsible persons who might consider they 
were affected to appeal to the judge of assizo ? — No; I 


would not. I think it is the interest of tho aggrieved 
party that is the license-holder — that I should con- 

sider in appeal with reference to licenses. Tho appeal 
shonld go to tho judge of assize. 

56,812. I do not wish to put any opinion in your 
mouth, but would it nob bo safer to say that there 
should be an appeal only oil points of law to tile judges 
of assize, and leavo tho recorders and county court 
judges without appeal on questions of fact ? — As regards 
points of law, they hove an appeal at present. I do not 
think for such points an appeal is necessary at all, 
liecnuso if there was a point of law raised, as is done 


very often, the aggrievotf person might bring the case 
Onom’a TWinh if ho thonsrht that the cauntv 


before tho Queen's Bench if ho thought that the county 
court judge was administering law improperly. 

56,813. You think, therefore, that some other security 
is necessary than an appeal on a mere point of law, 
which exists at present, i f y ou 1 eave the recorder sole j udge 
and the county court judge solo judge P — I heard tno 
Recorder of Belfast give evidence, and I listened to bis 
evidence very attentively, and he said that an appeal 
Bhould lie from him to the judges of assize, and I con- 
sider that lie meant that tho whole caso shonld go 
before the judges of assizo. Of course the appeal, I 
think, ought bo lie only in cases of license-holders and 
not in the case of new licenses. 


and tlicso hotels wanted to have the monopoly to them- 
selves. A third person caino forward and built a house 
in which ho wished to establish an hotel which was 
needed in the place. It was a grout thoroughfare. The 

police did nob offer the slightest objeotiou. They eon- 
sidored it would be vory advisable to break down the 
monopoly of tlio other two hotels, which were kept in 
fact by parties relai.cd to oue another. This applicant 
went forward lor his licenso, and there were a large 
nnmbor of magistrates cmno down and in fact swamped 
bis interest in regard to tho magistrates who went to 
support him, and he was refused his lieouBe. He then 
in fact, had to canvass and get othor magistrates to bo 
forward, and he obtained the license eventually and 
has a very good house now, and it is very well conducted 
and his house certainly is of advantage to the com-’ 
mnnity and to travellers going that road. I know the 


56,816. Either from granting or refusing P — I would 
only grant tho appeal simply in tho interests or tho 
person who has invested his nionoy in an establishment, 
and whose whole property, and in fact fortune, depends 
on his holding that property. If the licensing judge 
on an application for a transfer or renewal refused that 
transfer or renewal of his licenso, then ho shonld havo 
tho power of protecting his property and going boforo 
tho judges of assizo and apjiealing to them. The stake 
being so valuable in bis case, that I think ho should 
have tho right to appeal to another tribnnal to protect 
his own interests. 


56.825. I suppose you would pay this tribute to the 
magistrates that they themselves would like to be 
roliovod of this invidious position in which they are 
placed ns being snbject to canvassing. They do not 
liko it, I suppose?— Well, I think a great many of 
thorn would be quite delighted to be relieved of it. I 
have evidence here which, if you Idee, I will read, 
being extracts from reports of officers, nnd also tho 
evidence of the gen oral public on the general can- 
vassing question, which 1 think most valuable. I do 
not like simply to confine myself to my own opinion, 
but I would like to bring beforo the Commission the 
important points with, roferonco to this canvassing 
quoatioii, which I think is really a most serious evil in 
Ireland at present os regards the licensing laws. 

56.826. Do yon think that tho magistrates are so 
impatient of this canvassing that thoy would liko to be 
relieved of their licensing duties altogether P— I would 
rather give the opinion of others, bocause it might be 
said I had no grounds for it. 


56.817. On the whole case? — On the whole case ; but 
I would not grant that to tho police because it docs not 
so much matter. I may say in 09 oases out of 100, so 
far ns tho police are concerned, tho county court judgo 
or the recorder would in fact do what is right. 

56.818. (Mr. Young.) That is on a new license P — 


56,819. Yon simply go for an appeal in the case of a 
transfer? — In the caso of a transfer or renewal, simply 
in tho interests of tho aggrieved person. 

Can- 56,820. (Chairman.) When the county justices meet, 

vanning as I understand they do at their Michaelmas sessions 
and _ for tho purpose of considering licenses and granting 
pucking of licenses, have you ever observed that there is a particu- 
jnslices. larly large attendance o f magistrates ou those occasions ? 

— There is a very largo attendance. 

56.821. Is tho attendance larger at licensing quarter 
sessions than at other mootings of the quarter sessions? 
— Yes, certainly. 

56.822. Do you infer from that that there has been 
auy pressure put on the magistrates to attend in favour 
of or against a particular license ? In short, is there 
canvassing ? — There is canvassing all through Ireland 
more or less. In some counties it is carried on very 
systematically, and in other counties it ia not carried 
on so systematically. Of course in some counties it is 
scar cely perceptible, but it may be done in some coses. 

56.823. Have you ovor known a Bench — it is a strong 
word to use— packed P — I havo evidence here which I 
will produce to show that tho Bench is packed, besides 


56,827. That will be brought out by one of the Com- j ol! | 
missionors. I should liko to ask you with regard to 
tho hotel licenso. Do you think that tho hotel liconsc 
is given to houses which nro virtually hotels for 
the accommodation of tho public with regard to food 
and drink? — Tho hotol licenso is n mere public-house 
license. The hotels throughout Ireland, ou the whole, 
are much improved, bnt thoro iaagrcatwiuit, especially 
in wayside public-houses, where tho keepers, in many 
cases, will not provide any food or light refreshment for 
respectable travellers of the lower class who cannotafford 
to go to the hotel. Such travellers often bitterly com- 
plniu that they.oan get nothing but intoxicating liquor 
at such houses. This neglect of tho wants of the people 
of small means, nnd in humble life, is a disgrace to 
Ireland. In no other civilized country in the world 
would Biich a state of things exist. It is all owing to 
the fact that no obligation whatever lies upon a pub- 
lican to supply a weary travellor with anything but 
intoxicating liquor. Tho wretched houses, sometimes 
licensed, have no accommodation for any decent person 
to sit for an hour and rest, and the licensed holders will 
liot furnish a simplo cup of tea and a little bread and 
butter to a weary traveller. Tho law should compel 
thorn to do so on pain of forfeiture of license at renewal 
sessions. 


56,828. (Dean Diahiiwon.) Yon would make them 
victualling houses in the old sense of the word P— Yes. 
I shonld not pronose to make mero public-houses vic- 
tualling houses, nut the licensing authorities shonld 
have the power of imposing that condition in licensing 
a house in any town or in any rural district, so that the 
public might be provided for. This is really a burning 

! uestion in my opinion with referenco to the future of 
relnnd and the prospects of tho country, because people 
of small means are prevontod from travelling through 
Ireland owing to the wretchoduess of those houses 
where they can be accommodated so far aB their 
purse can onable them. Tho wealthy people aro right 
well off. The hotels aro greatly improved for the 
wealthy classes, and thoro is a groat movementin Ireland 
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Sir for the improvement of hotels. The promoters have 
J. jje-rrf, uot considered the ■wants of men of the middle class or 
J.C-F. lower class of life who have to go to towns to attend 
j . — fairs and markets, or who wish to travel through. 

the country and see its beauties and scenery, at such an 
expense as their purse can afford. There is no 
provision for that class at all in Ireland. There is 

( revision in Scotland. If we had the Scotch law in. 
reland Ithink Ireland would be a mttoh richer country 
than at present, but owing to the laws in Scotland 
being so framed, giving certain privileges to hotels 
and encouraging hotels, the consequence is that in 
Scotland there is excellent provision for travellers of 
all classes, and certainly as good as iu any part of the 
world. 

EsitiD" 56,82ft. (Chairman.) In connection with that impov- 
tant point it may bo useful to ask you, what are the 
existing licenses, and what change you propose to mako 
in the licenses P What are the present licenses ? — 
There is (1) the public-house license — an on and off- 
license ; (2) tho spirit grocer's license — an off-license ; 
(3) the beer retail license — an off-license ; (4) the wine 
license granted to refreshment houses — an on and 
off-license; (5) tho occasional licenso granted to 
publicans and wine license holders — an ou and off- 
licenso. The great majority of spirit grocers hold also 
tho beer retail license. Tho magistrates’ certificate, 
granted iu annual licensing petty sessions, has to be 
obtained for these licenses. 

IMonn 56,830. When you say the great majority of spirit 
1 0 j. grocers hold also the beer retail license, is the beer 
L-tciM. retail license on or off ? — Off ; but they have to go 
through a separate procedure for each license. These 
two licenses (spirit grocer and beer retail) might bo 
amalgamated and upon one certificate granted Dy the 
magistrates, which might he called a grocer's certifi- 
cate, the holder would obtain from the Excise a license 
to sell spirits or beer or both by retail upon payment 
of the duty. This certificate should bo granted, not 
only to grocers proper as defined in the 4th section 
of 6 Geo. 4. o. 81, but also to wine and spirit merchants 
who are uot grocers. This grocer’s license should 
enable tho trader, grocer, or wine and spirit merchant 
to sell spirits iu any quantity less than 2 gallons and 
not less than 1 pint at one time for consumption off 
tho premises, and for tho sale of b8er in any quantity 
leas than 4J gallons or than two dozen quart bottles at 
one timo. All the spirit grocers and beer rotnilers at 
present licensed should receive this license. As the 
law stands now, a merchant who is a grocer cannot 
legally retail spirits, so as to carry on fully a rotail 
trade without having a publican’s license. 

Pabticans* 56,831. A publican’s license is taken out, as I under- 
toises stand, by the spirit grocers or tho beer retailer in order 
loraunt. to enable him to solL small quantities. Wo havo been 
told that they do take out that publican’s license when 
they have no intention whatever of turning their shop 
or their establishment into a public-house, but what is 
your view as to the law. Is a man who takes out a 
publican’s license obliged to turn his house into a 
public-house. We have heard of dormant licenses P — 
He is now, owing to a recent decision. I will explain 
that to you. If a trader or spirit merchant in Ireland 
wants to retail spirits, he has to take out a spirit 
dealer’s license, which is, in fact, also in force in 
England, which allows him to deal in spirits wholesale ; 
but to retail spirits he has to take out a spirit grocer’s 
license. The doaler’s license allows him to sell not less 
than two gallons ; the spirit grocer’s license allows him 
to sell two quarts and under, and there is no covering 
authority thore for the quantity between two gallons 
and half a gallon. The consequence is, in order to 
remedy that great defect in tho law as regards such 
license - holders in Ireland, he has to take out a 
public-house license, which enables him to sell spirits 
in any quantity he likes. There is no limit in the 
case of a publican’s license. A great many wealthy 
merchants in Ireland, who did not like to have a bar 
in their shops, held this licenso as publicans, but 
never set up a bar or never sold liquor for consumption 
on the premises, but about two years ago this point was 
brought under flic notice of the Queen’s Bench, and it 
was held that, inasmuch as this particular merchant 
who bud tlio public-house licenso nover used the 
license at all for sale for consumption ou the premises, 
but only held tho license lor consumption off the 
promises, he was not a man oE good character, that 
is under the terms of the Act ; that he did not, in fact, 
carry on. his business properly. The Queen’s Bench 
decided, in fact, that his licenso should not bo voncWcd, 


and that it would be just not to renew his license, inas- sir 
much as he did not carry out the requirements of tho A. Reed, 
license given to him. That wus a great blow to a great K.C.B. 

many merchants in Ireland, because they were carry- 

mg on their trade, as they thought, to their own 23 Mar. ’98 
satisfaction. They did not like to have a bar in their 1 
house, and at the same timo they carried on their 
business under the authority of this license that would 
enable them to sell any quantity of spirits. 

56,832. Is it the law now ? — It is the low. They have 
to set up a bar on their premises and go through tho 
form of selling on the premises. 

£6,833. Is it the law as established in the Quoen’s 
Bench in Ireland, that if a spirit grocer or beer retailer 
for the purpose of selling small quantities of liquor 
takes out a publican’s license for that object alone he 
is obliged by law to erect a bar and turn his establish- 
ment virtually into a public-house ? — Practically that 
is the effect of it. The Queen’s Bench, of course, con- 
sidered that the trader did not fulfil the requirements 
of the license when he did not sell for consumption 
on the premises. 

56.834. (Mr. Grinling.) If I went into a grocer's Lamb's 
premises I could compel him to supply me lor con- case, 
sumption on? — I will read you, if you like, tho sub- 
stanco of tho decision. It is Lamb’s case. 

56.835. If I go into the premises of a grocer who 
holds a publican’s license for the purpose of selling 
small quantities, I can compel him to serve me for 
consumption on tho premises, can I uot? — Certainly, I 
think you can. 

56.836. (Chairman.) It is a public-house ? — It is a 
public-house. . 

56.837. (Mr. Grinling.) He must? — He must. Tho 
public nover ask for it because they know it is not th6 
custom. 

56.838. It can be asked for ? — Certainly ; I think so. 

56.839. (Mr. Young.) notwithstanding the decision 
of the Queen's Bench, are not those publicans' licenses 
granted to those who hold wholesale licenses ? — They 
have been opposed, I know. 

56.840. They aro granted in Belfast? — The magis- 
trates may grant them, but at the same timo they have 
been opposed. The application has keen opposed on 
tho grounds I have mentioned. 

56.841. (Chairman.) Are we to understand that if a 
wholesale dealer in Belfast does take out a publican’s 
license ho is obliged to sell against his will for con- 
sumption on the promises ? — I will read you tho 
substance of Lamb’s case, whioh was referred to by 
the Solicitor-General yesterday. It is a very important 
case because it has revolutionised the trade more or 
less in Ireland in certain eases. It was a case decided 
on tho 10th Eebruary 1896. It is the case of Lamb v. 

Tho Justices of the County of Armagh, reported iu tho 
Irish Law Times Reports, vol. 30, page 47: “Where 
“ premises licensed under a publican’s licenso had not 
“ been in fact used for the consumption of wine and 
“ spirits thereon, in accordance with an undertaking 
“ given by the holder at tho time the license was 
“ originally granted, and in that respect the license 
“ had been allowed to lie dormant, it was held that the 
“ justices had no jurisdiction to grant a certificate to 
“ enable the license to be renewed, a condition pro- 
“ cedent to such certificate for renewal being that the 
“ premises had been peaceably and orderly conducted, 

“ and here there had been no user at all of the nature 
“ contemplated by the license." 

56.842. (Chairman.) I suppose yon would be in Need for 
favour of doing away with tho publican’s licenso that new retail 
has to be taken out by the grocer and the beer retailer ? license. 

— My proposal wonld enable a dealer or a merchant to 

retail spirits in any quantity less than two gallons, and 
not exceeding one pint on the premises. It is a similar 
license to the license in England called tho three- 
guinea licenso, which enables a dealer in spirits — and 
tho same licouso os regards a dealer is in existence in 
Scotland — to take out an ordinary lioense which 
authorises him to sell any quantity of spirits below tho 
two gallons, whioh the dealer’s license oovors, and not 
less than one quart — mark you — but I have proposed ono 
pint because 1 consider it more or less a hardship on 
the spirit grocer to reduce the license and curtail his 
right of selling, as he can now, iu small quantities 
le3s than ono pint, and require him to toko out this 
license. 
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56.843. In no ones would yon allow consumption on 
the premises?— No; fiat would satisfy the require- 
ments of those merchants who objected to have a 
public-honso bar on their promises. Iu fact it is owing 
to a defect in the low ns regards Ireland. That defect 
does not exist in England, because there is a retail spirit 
off liccnso ; in England dealers in spirits do sell any 
quantity less than two gallons and not less than one 
quart for consumption off the premises. 

56.844. Then I suppose you would pnt this new and 
reformed liceuso under the control of the recorder in 
cities and the county court judge in counties? — Yes, 
the retail liceuse. 


56.84-5 You would have the 3-guinea license, and the 
license should be subject to the discretion of the 
recorder in cities, and the county court judge in 
counties ? — Yos. 

Discretion 56,840. (Mr. Orinlinr/.) Do you mean the absolute 
over all discretion of tho recorder or the limited discretion, 
licenses. that is to say, that the nmn is suitable, and his premises 
arc suitable, or would you give the recorder exactly the 
same power as he has with reference to an on-licenso ? — 
No, 1 consider that the procedure for the grant, transfer 
and renewal of all liconses should ho under tho same 
authority. 

56.847. As they are now P— Not ns they are now, but 
the same authority as 1 propose. 

56.848. (Chairman.) That is the recorder and the 
county court judge, with an appeal ? — Yes. 

56.849. (Mr. Grinling.) They would have absolute 
power of refusal P — Yes. 

56.850. In England that is not so. There are four 
conditions under which they can refuse an off license. 
It is a limited control in England, which is distinct from 
the control of the on-licenso 7— Yes. I think the recorder 
or county court judge should have absolute power. I 
think all retail licenses ought to bo under one licensing 
authority ; that is the public-house license, the spirit 
grocers’ license, tho beer retail license, and the wine 
license. 

56.851. (Chairman.) With absolute power in the 
recorder or county court judge to refuse the grant, 
renewal, and transfer? — Exactly, with absolute power 
to grant or refuse a new license, and to renew a liceuso 
npon the conditions upon which at present a public- 
liouso license is renewed. 

Spirit 56,852. (Mr. Young.) Do I understand that you mean 

grocer’s that n grocer's I iconso ought to be pnt on tho same foot- 
liccnso. ing with a publican’s license in tho grant of it ? — In tho 
granting, transferring, or renewing. That is my pro- 
posal. The objection to tho spirit grocer’s license as it 
exists is that there are not many spirit grocers in 
Ireland. They ore principally in Belfast and Dublin. 
There are very few in tho country towns. The country 
traders prefer tho public-house license and there ore 
few outside Belfast and Dublin. In Belfast the spirit 
grocer is a great trouble to the police. He is the trader 
who is allowed to sell spirits in quantities of one quart, 
and less than that quantity. He may sell in open 
vessels and in the smallest quantities he wishes to sell. 
Tho consequence is, wo believo, and I know it to lie the 
case, that there is a great deal of illicit consumption on 
the premises in these Iioubos. and these houses are made 
a cloak for drinking illegally. The police tind it very 
difficult to detect it, because if they go in and find 
a man drinking vory often the trader will say “ This is a 
friend of mine and I gave him a glass.” That is one 
excuse. 


wise for granting the license— I am speaking of the 
public-house liceuso before we leave the procedure 
point — and that tho applicant should be able to 
show that he bus snfficiont capital, ns many traders are 
licensed and Btart without capital, iind in a short time 
become bankrupt. It would be necessary that the 
district inspector should be legally empowered to 
oppose a liceuso where necessary and conduct his case 
ol objection, otherwise ho might not be allowed to 
do more than giro evidenoo in court. The reason 
I mention this is, that tny proposal is to transfer the 
whole business to the quarter sessions court. That 
will come before tho chairman of quarter sessions or 
the recorder in certain cities, and the recorder or the 
chairman might object to the constabulary officer 
doing what he does now in tho potty sessions court 
before tho magistrates in certain cases, especially iu 
tho cases of some of those licensee, and condnctthe 
cases. 


56.855. Ab far as the police are concerned with Pni;.. . 
reference to opposing or consenting to those applica- quarts' 
tious, has tho chief constable or any officer of police and ~t- 
tho right of prosecuting P— They are the Crown prose, sessions' 
cutors iu all tho petty sessions courts in Ireland, ami 

they have a locus standi in the case of all indictable 
offences in the petty sessions courts — that is before the 
magistrates— but when we coma to tho county court 
some county court judges and chairmen of quarter 
sesnions will allow them to appear in cases concerning 
the police — for instance, in publicans’ cases — but others 
will not allow thorn. 

56.856. Who bears tho expenses incurred by the 

police. Are they a charge on the borough fund ? 

Tho expenses of the police are paid out of the Imperial 
funds by a vote from Parliament. 

56.857. The constabulary fundF — The vote of Parlia- 
ment for tho constabulary. We are not paid by local 
rates at all. We are paid by a vote of Parliament out 
of the Imperial funds. 

56.858. You consider it the business of a police officer 
to prosecute P — He does it, and has from time imme- 
morial in petty sessions courts. The reason I mention 
this, of course, was explained yesterday by the Solicitor- 
General. Tho spirit grocer’s license, and the beer 
retailor’s license is groutod at tho annual petty sessions 
by the magistrates aloue without the chairman of 
quarter sessions being present, and in that court tho 
district inspector of constabulary would have a locus 
shmtLi in conducting' tho onsc for tho police ; but if ho 
wont before tho chairman of quarter sessions he would 
not, as a matter of right, ana therefore he might not 
be able, in fact, to give tho opposition to an application 
which ho might feel it his duty to do owing to the fact 
that ho had nob tho power to spoak. 

_ 56,859. Now os to qualification. Is there a qualifies- Value 
tion for beer rotailers and wine sellers? — There is a qoalita- 
qualification for beer retailers and wino sellers, namely, bon of 
not less than 152. yoarly whore tho population is over P*™ 50 - 

10.000, and elsowhoro not loss than 81. yearly. 

56.860. Have publicans and grocers got a valuation? 

— Publicans and grocers have no valuation at all. 

56.861. Is there no minimum value required before 
a man can set up a public-hou.su ? — No, none whatever. 

I can mention to you that in a certain important assize 
town in Ireland there ace publicans whose houses are 
valued at 15*., others at 1?,, others at If. 10s., and 31., 

41., 5Z., and so on; wretched places quite unfit in fact 
to be licensed promises at all. 


Apnlicn- 
f lion for 
publican': 
liccnso. 


56.853. (Chairman.) To avoid misconception in some 
of our minds, would this ho properly summarising your 
view as to the renewal oC this Lcenso : You would hold 
that the procedure for tho grant, transfer, and renewal 
of tho grocer's license, the wine refreshment house 
license, and tho wholesale beer dealer’s license should 
bo tho same as is tho case with reference to the 
publican’s license P — You have expressed it exactly. 

56.854. Only that tho authority who should bo sub- 
stituted for the magistrates should bo the recorder in 
the cities and tho county court judge in the counties ? 
— Yes. Beforo I go on, with reference to the pro- 
cedure, 1 would say that I consider that the local 
district inspector or head constable of constabulary 
should examine the licoilsod premises — I am speaking 
now of a public-house license — and take a rough sketch 
of tho houso and apartments, and attend the quarter 
sessions, and givo tho fullest information of the 
applicant aud his honso, and the necessity or other- 


56.862. Why have the licensing authorities granted 
tho licenses to houses in that condition P — That is a 
qnestioa that I cuunot answer. It is because they like, 
1 suppose, to befriend tho applicants. They serve, as 
they would say, a good man and give him a small 
monopoly which might give him tho means of living. 
It is the interests of tho individual that are considered 
in most of those cases, and not the wants of the public. 

56.863. You would establish a minimum qualification 
for pnhlic-honsea and for grocers in the same way as is 
attached to tho beer retailors and wino grocers P — Yes. 
I would recommend this, that there should lie a sub- 
stantial minimum valuation of tlic pro in isos of publicaus 
and grocors as there is at present of beer retailors and 
wine sellers, namely, not loss than 15Z. yearly where tho 
population is over 10,000, and olsowhore not less than 
81. yearly. I have put it at a low figure because I 
should not like to moke it too hard for tho existing 
traders or new traders to carry on their trade. 
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g !f 56, Sol. That would sweep away a good many houses 
■ "filed that aro now licensed ? — Yes, I will come to that. In 
K.CM.' Belfast the valuation ought to lie 251. That is a very 
___ Urge plac e, ancl a wealthy place. I put 251. yearly in 
Belfast for publicans and grocers. I would also add 
another condition with reference to the renewal. At 
present the conditions of renewal nro the good character 
of the applicant during tho past yeur and the good 
management of the house during the paBt year. I 
would add also the continued suitability of premises, 
wldcb I consider should bo a third condition of renewal. 
Present traders whose houses aro under valuation should 
be compelled to improvo their bouses, or procure others, 
so as to have houses of proper valuation within throe 
years from the passing of tho Act. I would thus 
provide for the existing traders, and thereby give them 
three years' notice that they might either build new 
houses on tbs old areas or get other houses, or dispose of 
their interests. I think that would be fair. The reason 
I say that continued suitability of promises should be 
brought up on renewal is this : A man might commence 
when he applies for a liceuBB in a good house, m the 
course of time be might allow that house to get out of 
repair, and become a wretched establishment. The 
police, I think, should bring under the notice of the 
magistrates at renewal sessions the fact that, though 
this man is of good character, and though his house 
1ms been properly conducted through the post year, yet 
his promises are in such a disgraceful condition that tho 
public have no comfort in them. He should ho obliged 
to keep his house iu proper repair and order, so that 
the public might in fact enjoy comfort when they enter 
his house, and that his monopoly, which is a trust 
given him by the public, should not be abused. 


t'aesof 


56,868. Provided two magistrates sit together in 
open court P — Iu open court. 

56,860. You would not allow them to give tlieso 
occasional licenses in their own houses separately?— . 
No. 


56,870. Is that ever done ? — That can lie done now. 
It is done by one magistrate at present. He can do it 
at his own house. The old law was that two magis- 
trates were required, and then thcro was another statnio 
passed subsequently, which iu fact enabled one magis- 
trate to consent. That is tho law at present. 


56,871. He may do that legally sitting 
house ? — Yes. The license is only for six days. 


hi3 c 


■ Visional 56.865. Coming to the question of occasional licenses, 
'iaues. do yon consider the law is perfectly satisfactory now in 
respoct of those licenses P — It is not. I would recom- 
mend that an occasional license should not be granted 
except by the magistrates in potty sessions, and they 
Bhonld have power to grant sacn a license to a publican 
or holder of a wino refreshment license to keep his 
premises open during the night for the occasion of a 
dinner or ball. With reference to the first, at present 
the law is that one magistrate out of petty sessions may 
grant an occasional license, but tho law requires he 
should bo a magistrate acting where the place of sale is 
situated. That condition is constantly evaded. In 
fact it is frequently not complied with. 


56.872. Without any communication whatever with, 
or knowledge on, the part of tho police ? — The police 
know nothing about it till the whole tiling is done, and 
the license-holder, iu fact, sets up his establishment at 
tho fair or market, as the case might be, or at races. 

56.873. He is immediately challenged by the police, 
and then has to produce his authority ? — Exactly. 
They know nothing about it, and they ask for bis 
authority. The hours for sale aro entered in tho form. 
Tho authority is given in a certain form by tho magis- 
trate, and he enters in that the hours dnriiig which tho 
salo should take place. That is given to tho Excise, 
and the Excise enter these hours in giving their license. 
Then, of course, the hours of salo may lie more extensive 
than they ought to be. The police authorities have not 
been consulted, and when tho police authorities come 
and see the occasional license they find that the hours 
for sale are unnecessarily late, and such as they would 
have objected to if consulted. 

56.874. You would revert to the old law of two 


Ireland, tho consent of two magistrates was required. 

56,875. Why did they reduce the necessary consent 
1 magistrate ? — I do not know. 


56,86ii. If yon abolish, as T understand yon wish to 
do, tho petty sessional magisterial licensing authority, 
who would grant theso occasional licenses if your 
reform was carried ont? — I did not includo in my 
recommendations tho occasional license which can bo 
only enjoyed for six days. Two magistrates in petty 
sessions should have tho power of granting that license. 
At present a licensed trader is in a great difficulty. 
Supposing lie is a man having a splendid hotel, he 
cannot give a dinner or a ball in that hotel, but he 
must, in fact, close his bar for the sale of liquor at the 
usual hour. So the law stands, and, in fact, it is only 
by the Excise permitting it, that a bull can be given 
in an hotel which does not, iu fact, terminate at tho 
hour at which public-houses should bo closed. That is 
a great defect in the law, and a great want for respec- 
table traders, and the magistrates should have the power 
of giving this occasional license for use even on publicans’ 
premises, because an occasional license as the law stands, 
allows only sale in another place than the premises of 
the publican. Then there is tho case of emergency 
'w’jency. when a petty sessions might not be hold for a month 
and a case might arise where it might be necessary and 
desirable for the publican to have an occasional license 

S inted. I would recommend, in a case of emergency, 
it two magistrates ont of petty sessions might grant 
this license with the written consent of the district 
inspector of the district. Then they would consult the 
distriot inspector as to whether the license was necessary, 
and on his informing thorn, he having inquired into 
the case, that it ought to he granted, they would grant 
the occasional license. 


56,876. (Mr. Young.) Do not you very often have a 
difficulty in Ireland iu getting two justices to attend 
potty sessions P — Yoti can proposo, if you liko, tho 
stipendiary or paid magistrate. Ho ulways attends, 
and yon. can recommend that the paid magistrate do 
this. 


56,877. You would say two jnsticos < 
diary P — Yos. 


■ the stipen- 1 


66,879. The stipendiary may very often act by him- 
self when it requires two ordinary magistrates ? — Yes, 
in some cases. 


66,881. As to the next reform you advocate, I think ! 
we have already elicited that in your evidence os to the 1 
hours at which houses in which intoxicating liqucfr is 
sold should be closed. You have already said, I think, 
that they should be closed at 9 p.m. on Saturdays ; 
that thoy should keep olosed on Sundays except in 
the five exempted cities, hut in the five exempted 
cities they should keep open between 2 o’clock and 
5 o’clock p.m., and that was to be a statutory obliga- 
tion ? — Yes. That would relieve Parliament for ever 
of this disputed question iu relation to tho five cities, 


still further limit the hours, or to require complete 
Sunday closing there. 

56.882. Tho next reform you advocate applies to ' 
bond fide travellers, aud I understand you to say tho I 
reform you advocated iu his case was that the limit t 
should ho 6 miles instead of 3 miles ? — Yos. 

56.883. Then as to the renewal of certificates? — My i 
opinion with reference to that is that if the chairman 
or recorder is made the sole licensing authority, the 
cortificate of renewal should bo issued by the clerk of 
the peace on a certificate furnished to the chairman or 
recorder by the district inspector of the district in 
which the house is situated to tho good character of 
tho applicant, Mid to the peaceable and orderly manner 
in which the house has been conduoted in the past 
year. This certificate is required by 6 & 7 Will. IV., 
eap. 38, sec. 1, to be given to tho .‘Exoiso_ in case of a 
publican, but it has been for many years discontinued. 
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56,867. Why should you give this power to the 
justices in petty sessions if you aro going to do away 
with them in a great measure os tho licensing authority. 
Why should not you leave it to tlio police and tho 
recorder ? — I would not liko to ask for such authority for 
the police. I should ho quite content to leave it to the 
justices at potty sessions, because there there are the 
general public and tho district inspector present, and 
tho matter can bo discussed aud be can objoot, and 
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X cannot say why. The proposed certificate should also 
contain the condition of suitability of premises. That 
point I nave referred to already. 

. 56,884. Then as to the six householders’ certificate, 

what would yon do with that?— I would abolish it. It 
is perfectly useless. 

56.885. {Dean Dicltinson.) It is too easily got ? — Yon 
can easily get six householders to sign such a certificate. 

56.886. {Chairman.) As to the law relating to 
billiard rooms in public-houses, would you adopt the 
English law in tbut respect? — I would adopt the 
English law. It has a great effect in this way. The 
evil is this: there are some publicans have billiard 
rooms ; they close their bar at the usual hour, and 
keep the billiard rooms open all night. The pro- 
vision with reference to closing is that the house 
must bo closed for the sale of liquor, but it may be 
open for some other legitimate purpose. They close 
thoir houses for the sale of liquor, hut keep them open 
all night for tho playing of billiards. In some eases 
the publican will have a separate bar close to the 
billiard room, and though ho will ostensibly close that 


bar, there is reason to believe that billiard playors 
would not go on playing billiards all night without 


somo refreshment, and that this bar i 


occasionally to, in fact, supply tho billiard players 
with refreshment. The law is evaded in that way. 


56.897. Your last remark wont to this: that vou < 
would, speaking generally with «omo modification A P ■ 
in respect of the messeuger or tho fetching question kr p' 
like to see the age of 16 fixed, below which it should be - 
illegal to serve young persons ? — To sell for consump- 
tion on the premises ; and I certainly should not object 

to the law as regards limiting tho ago for fetching 
liquor. Tho difficulty I had in my mind was the case 
of a poor sick person warning a glass of brandy when he 
or she was ill. If a poor woman liad no messenger but 
her child — if she was sick she would not he able to seud 
the child for it; hut, on the other hand, it would be 
very seldom the case that that poor woman would not 
have a neighbour who would go and get this liquor for 
her, which she might require in her illness or necessity. 

That is only a difficulty I had in my mind about the 
fetchers, otherwise I should consider that the move 
young peoiile are kept out of tho public-houses the 
better for them. That is my opinion. 

56.898. You would not liko to fix the minimum ago 
below which a child should not fetch ? — That is a 
matter I do not like to offer an opinion upon. My bins 
would entirely be with tbnt view if it could be done 
without harm to a sick parent, who might have no 
messenger to send, except perhaps a child who might 
be under the age that might be fixed by the law if the 
law were framed in that way. 


56.887. {Dean DicJdnson.) It is not closed against the 
policoman ? — No ; but it would require a policeman to 
be always there to have the law carried out. 

56.888. They are liable to visits from the police ? — 
Certainly ; but it gives them an excuse, in fact, for 
keening open. The house is kept open for a largo num- 
ber of persons going in and out to this billiard room. 

56.889. [Chairman.) You would close the billiard 
Toom at the same time ns you close the public-house P 
— That is the law in England. 

56.890. That is tho reform you advocato ? — Yes, 
exactly. Then there are billiard rooms elsewhere 
which are not eonnoeted with public-houses, and I 
think the low in England ought to bo extended to those 
billiaTd rooms. They ought to bo closed at proper 
hours. 


56.891. 'Whore would they bo other than iu public- 
houses? — There are billiard rooms in separate estab- 
lishments which are not public-houses. 

56.892. ( Dean Dickinson.) Arc you sure no drinking 


goes on there on tho sly V — There is no doubt it must 
go on occasionally, ft is not in human nature to 
expect they would play all night at billiards without 


whether any great abuse arises in Ireland ont of this 
practice ? — -Not from my experience, but I have heard of 
it. I would not call it an extensive abuse, but there are 

f eople who have studied the question very closely, and 
have heard them say there is to an extent an injury 


done to the youth by frequenting public-houses for the 
purchase of liquor nnd taking tho liquor home. 


refreshment. I do not say it is not legitimate. They 
might purchaso the drink for thoinsclves. There might 
not be any illegal drinking. 

56.893. {Chairman.) As to penalties on shebeen 
keepers, would you make it a penal offence to keep 
liquor for sale on those premises ? — Yes. Tho keeping 
for sale should lie included as an offence in tho third 
section of the Licensing Act of 1872, so as to enable 
heavier penalties to be inflicted on shebeen keepers. 

56.894. Then as to the right of tho police to appeal, 
I think you have mentioned something about that 
already P — By section 52 of the Act of 1872, tho person 
aggrieved can only appeal in licensing cases. It has 
been ruled by the courts of law that tho police are not 


been ruled by the courts of law that tho police are not 
an aggrieved party, and, thoreforo, they cannot appeal, 
and they hove no remedy where the magistrate, in 


fact, does not conviot in a case where the police con- 
sider there is strong evidence warranting conviction. 
If they did appeal, it would sometimes be perfectly 
useless, in fact — I will nob say useless, hut it would not 
meet the case, to put it in the mildest language, if the 
appeal were only made to the magistrates in quarter 
sessions. It should bo left to a licensing iudgo only. 
Ho should have the decision of appeals in all licensing 


56.900. [Chairman.) Should yon like to see the Special 

licensing authority invested with the power of impos- randfe 
ing conditions on the licenses? — That is absolutely ippoali: 
necessary. license. 

56.901. Within a statutory limit, or how? — I will 
state my view. Tho licensing authority should havo 
power to attach reasonable conditions to a license 
granted by him, which if not complied with should 
warrant tho refusal of the annual renewal certificate. 

For example, it would be very advisable to require any 
publican whose house is situated in a town where such 
accommodation might bo needed, or at a distance of 
three milos from a town, t.o provido light refreshment 
for travellers on a journey (such os broad, butter, nnd 
tea), nnd to provido us least two beds for travellers. 

There are many other useful conditions which if now 
imposed have no legal effect whatovor, and cannot bo 
enforced. 

56.902. Is it an offcnco for a grocer to servo liquor Drinbns 

for consumption on tho promises now ?— -It is. on grace- 

56.903. Not if ho lias a publican’s license? — Not if P 1 *" 113 '' 
ho hns a publican's license — but what we call a spirit 
grocer. 

56.904. A spirit grocer, not having a publican's 
license, may not serve liquor for consumption on. Is 
there a penalty for that ? — Thera is for consumption 
on the premises. 

56.905. Would you make it an offonco on tho pnrt of 
the person drinking on the premises? — It should lie 
made an offence for a person to drink intoxicating 
liquor on a grocer’s premises. It is not so now. 

56.906. You would punish both parties P— Yes. 

56.907. Would you increase tho stringency of the law Iaw as # 
in respect of shebeens? — I would amend tho law as shebeens- 
regards shebeens by extending to Ireland the useful 
police provisions of seos. 13 and 19 and the definition 

of ‘ * shebeen ” and “ drinking ” in sec. 37 of the 25 and 
26 Victoria, cap. 35 — tho Scotch Act — which, if you 
will allow me, 1 will road. Section 13 of the Public- 


56, 895. Down to what age may liquor be sold to 
young children ?— The present law is, in tho case of 
spirits, the child must be 16. For consumption on tho 


houses Acte Amendment (Scotland) Act, 1862, is:— 
“ Dower to constables, fyc., to enter eating-houses, cfe-y 


“ if they believe eroiseable liquors arc trafficked in. 
“ Penalty Jor obstructing officers of police, < J - c.” 


but beer or porter cannot bo Bold to a child under 13. 
So that between 13 and 16 the child may drink beer 
and porter, but I would raise the age to 16 for all. 

56,896. What do you say about messengers, ns wo call 
them in England ? — That is a difficult question, and I 
should not liko to offer an opinion about that. There 
is a great deal to bo said for and against the question of 
“ fetching,” as it is called. 


“ Penalty for obstructing officers of police, < J - c.” 

" Itsliall be lawful for any chief constable, snperinton- 
“ dent, lieutenant, or inspector of police, at any timo 


‘ to outer and inspect any eating-house, toll-house, 
“ temperance hotel, shop, or other place, or any bout 
“ or vessel, where food or drink of any kind is sold to 
“ be consumed on tho premises, or in which he shall 
“ have reason to believe that exciseablc liquors of nnv 
“ kind are being unlawfully trafficked in: and it shall 
“ also be lawful for any constable of police having an 
“ authority in writing from any justice of the peace 
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.. •• or magistrate, or from any chief constable, snpcrin- 

( <• tendent, lieutenant, or inspector of police, in any 

KCB' “ county, district, or burgh, and which they are 

_ ’ ■* severally hereby authorised to grant, to enter and 

■« inspect any such eating-houses, toll-house3, tempei-- 
“ ance hotels, shops, or places, or any such boats or 
“ vessels within such county, district, or burgh 
•' respectively, at any time or times within eight days 
*« from the date of such writing, ns may he specially 
*• mentioned in such writing ; and any person who shall 
“ refuse to admit, or shall not admit such officer of police 
" or constable into any Bach eating-house, temperance 
“ hotel, shop, or other place, boat or vessel, or shall 
“ offer obstructionlto his admission thereto, shall thereby 
“ be guilty of an offence, and may be apprehended on a 
*• warrant to that effect, granted by the sheriff, or by 
“ any one juatico of the peace, or magistrate, and on. 

“ being convicted thereof shall forfeit and pay a 
“ penalty not exooediug 101., and failing immediate 
“ payment shall be imprisoned for a period nob 
“ exceeding 60 days ; ana it shall be lawrul for any 
“ officer of police or constable of any county, district, 

“ or burgh, without any written authority, at any time 
“ to enter and inspect any licensed inu, and hotel or 
“ public-house tlieroin situated, and also, where ho 
“ shall have reason to believe that a breach of certificate 
“ is being committed ” ns to the rest we have the 
power already, but the power in the part I have read I 
think should be extended to Ireland. Then, if yon 
will allow me, I will read the 19bh section, which I 
propose should be extended to Ireland: “Proof of 
“ trafficking in any shebeen. — Persons found in shebeens 
11 drunk or drinking may be taken into custody.” 

“ In ovder to warrant the conviction of auy person for 
“ trafficking in any spirits or other exciseable liquors i a 
" any place or premises without a certificate in that 
“ behalf, it sliall oe sufficient, in the absence of contrary 
“ evidence, to prove that some person other than the 
“ owner or occupant of such place or premises shall at 
“ the time charged have been found in such place 
“ or premises drunk or drinking, or having had drink 
“ supplied to him thoroin, atid that such place or 
“ premises is or are by repute kept as a shebeen, or at 
“ the time charged contained drinking utensils and 
“ fittings usually found in houses licensed for the sale 
“ of excisable liquors ; and ovory person found in any 
" shebeen drunk or drinking shall thereby be guilty of 
“ an offence, and may at the timo be taken into 
“ custody by any officer of polieo or constable, and 
“ detained in any poliou office or station house, or other 
“ convenient place, and not later than in the course of 
“ the first lawful day after ho shall be so taken into 
“ custody, shall bo brought before a justico of thopeaco 
“ or magistrate, or if not sotakon into custody, or if be 
“ shall have been liberated on bail or pledge, may be 
“ summoned to appear bo for o a justice of the peace or 
“ magistrate, and on being convicted of sack offence 
“ shall forfeit and pay a penalty not exceeding ten 
“ shillings, and in default of immediate payment 
“ thereof shall be imprisoned for a period not exceeding 
“ten days.” Then the definitions I would introduce 
aro in section 37. 

56,908. I do not think it is necessary to read them if 
yon specify the section. The provisions of that Scotch 
Act, you think, should be made applicable to Ireland ? — 
Yes. 

HwUiig 56,909. Then as to hawking liquor ; have you mnch 
“qaor. trouble in in dealing with hawkere of liquor ? — W e 
have some trouble. It should be made an offence to 
hawk any kind of intoxicating liquor for sale. The 
olioe are quite powerless to provent this evil at present, 
would extend section 16 of the Scotch Act of 1862 to 
Ireland — the Act I have already referred to. 
pdircTj- of 56,910. Then do you think it is necessary to restrict 
“toiicauts further the sale of intoxicating liquor on Sunday by any 
««nday. definition P— The delivery on Sunday, as well as the 
sale of intoxicating liquor on Sunday during closing 
hours should be made an offence. This would stop a 
common way of evading the law at present. The evil 
at present is this. Sometimes the constabulary find 
the delivery of liquor by a publican going on on Sunday. 
He is questioned ns to why he is sending out the liquor 
and he Bays : “ It was ordered yesterday, but I am only 
delivering it to-day.” That is the defence; and of 
course if he sei.s up that defence at present it sufficiently 
meets his onse, and the law wo believe is evaded in that 
way. 

56,911. (Viscount de Fesci.) Is that considered a valid 
defence?— If it is ordered on Saturday, and delivered 


on Sunday some magistrates would consider that a Sir 
valid defence. Rend, 

56.912. (Chairman.) You would make the delivery K.C.B. 
within the Sunday closing hours illegnl ? — Yes, as an TJ 
evasion of the law, oven though porehased the day Z 3Mar ‘ 8 
before. 

56.913. Should unmarried women have licenses ? — Licenses to 
No. I consider that new licenses should not be unmarried 
granted to unmarried women who are under 30 years women, 
of age. But this should not apply to the transfer of a 

license to the widow or daughter of a deceased retailer. 

We find in certain cases magistrates will grant a 
license to unmarried women of 20 or 21, who are not 
proper persons, and cannot possibly manage tho house 
or control it. 

56.914. Should any license be given to tho wife of a Licenses to 
police officer or constable ? — A license for the sale of wives of 
intoxicating liquor should not be granted, transferred, police 

or renewed to tho wife of any tnnn while serving in a officers, 
police force in Ireland. It is forbidden by section 13 
of tho 3rd and 4th Will. IV., cap. fitf, and also by 
6th and 7th Will. IV.. cap. 13, which is tho Act con- 
stituting the Royal Irish Constabulary, that a police, 
man should have a license to keep a pnblic-nou.se. 

That law is now evaded by tho wife taking out a license, 
owing to the change of law Togardiug married women, 
and enabling tho wife to set up a public-house. She 
would not set up the public-house in the particular 
place where the policeman was stationed, hut sbo 
might in nnothor part of the country, and the con- 
sequence is. the policemnn when lie goes home on 
leave manages tho public-house ; and again, the local 
polieo may bo tempted not to be hard on tho wife of 
a policeman who is carrying on a public-house in the 
locality. 

56.915. Aro there many cases in which tho wives of 
constables serving in the police force in Ireland have 
licenses? — There aro very few, but wo watch them 
very closely, and try to prevent it. 

56.916. (Fwcounf de Vesci.) Yon have very large 
powers by moving a mnn from ono station to another? 

— We do that. Wo move him to a distant county, but 
he must get leave, and must go homo to sec his wife 
occasionally, aud when ho goes home he manages tho 
pablic-houso, and tho local police have sympathy for 
the wife of a policeman carrying on a public-house, and 
may possibly show hor moro favour- than they ought. 

Of course, 1 do not say they do. I may mention taut 
in one case whoro I heard that tho wife of a policeman 
was applying for a license, I directed tho local polieo 
to oppose tho application, and they did oppose it, hut 
the magistrates granted the license. 

56.917. (Dean Dickinson.) What part of Ireland was 
that in ? — It would not be right for mo to say. 

56.918. (Chairman) Aro convictions now endorsed Penal 
upon licenses P — I have shown you alroady that about endorse- 
13 per cent, of convictions are endorsed on tho licenses. 

50.919. You would have all convictions endorsed ? — '“ us0< - 
My view on that subject is that all convictions should 

bo endorsed on the license, aud should remain thereon 
for fivo years ; but it should be left to the discretion of 
the licensing judge to decide, when application for 
renewal of licenses is made, whether tho license should 
be forfeited without regard to the number of convictions 
recorded thereon. 

56.920. (Dean Dickinson.) Or without regard to the 
circumstances under which the endorsement was put 
on ? — Of oourse the licensing authority should have 
full power, and should not be bonnd by the rule at 
present. Ike rule of law at present is that upon tho 
third conviction the license is forfeited. The magis- 
trate has no power to prevent the forfeiture. 

56.921. (Chairman.) You would give the magistrates 
discretion to seleot out of this list of offences which 
ore recorded on the license, and say, this is suck an 
array of offences os would justify ns in withdrawing 
the licenses P — I would say that the licensing judge that t 
propose should havo this matter in his own bauds should 
not oe tied down by any rule, becauso at present it is con- 
sidered a very Draconian regulation, by tho magistrates 
in Ireland, aud their sentiment is entirely against 

• recording convictions. In fact, tho statutory provision 
might as well nos be on the Statute Book at present in 
Ireland, because it is roally not observed, mid it is 
in general of little use. It is something like — and I do 
not make the comparison at all disrespectfully — when 
it wos a capital offence to stoal a sheep, and in tboso 
days tkcro were moro sheep stealers thou thoro arc at 
E 3 
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Sir present, simply because juries would not convict them, 
A, Reed, the penalty being so severe ; and the country then was 
K.C.3. full oE aheep-stealcia. lu licensing cases magistrates 

arc jurors as well as judges, and they decide as jurors, 

23 Mar. ’98 liu d they will not ruin a man and destroy him for over, 

as they wonkl say, simply because they are obliged to 

record a third conviction. The consequence is they 
will take good care not to have a second conviction 
recorded, lost there should bo a third, becansc in the 
case of tho third conviction, with two conviotions 
alroady recorded, if the third is a recordable one, the 
license is forfeited. Tho minimum penalty should be 
Sued for all offences. The reason is this, that the 
magistrates now will sometimes fine a publican for a 
serious offence 2s. 6d. or 5s., and of course such a small 
penalty has no effect, and that without .record on the 
license either. 

50,922. (Dean Dicldneon.) Would you fix the minimum 
and maximum P — The maximum is fixed. Let it be a 
reasonable minimum, but it ought to bo fixed. There 
should bo no discretion in the matter. They may 
convict or not. If they conviet, tho minimum ponalty 
should he inflicted. 

Form of 56,923. (Chairman.) When the license is granted to 
license. au applicant, whut is stated in the licouso ? Is ho warned 
as to tho offences it is possible for him to commit ? — 
There is no warning whatever. What I would propose 
is that tho license granted to all retailers should be 
drawn up in similar form to those granted to snoli 
traders in Scotland, sotting forth the prohibitions or 
offences the trader is liable for while exercising his 
license, uud the clerk of the peace should annually issue, 
for a small tee, a sheet printed in good type setting 
forth, up to date, all or the principal statutable clauses 
providing for offences committed by publicans and 
List of others in connection with licensed houses. And the 
offences. trader should be obliged, under a penalty to have this 
sheet pasted on a blackboard, or framed with glass (should 
he so prefer), and exhibited in a conspicuous public 
place in his shop or lair, in order tliat ho and all others 
might be constantly reminded of tho legal provisions 
regulating such houses. I regard this as a very 
important amendment, which, if adopted, would tend 
muuli to the hotter observance of the laws applicable to 
such houses. 

50,92- 1. The liocnso would hr a very lengthy docu- 
ment H — J. »lo nob think it would lie no lengthy for the 
principal statutable offences. Tho Scotch do not 
consider it to bo lengthy, hut enter on the back of the 
licenses tho prohibitory provisions, so as to enlighten 
tlio license-holder ns to his duties. 1 am quite satisfied 
many publicans, especially beginners, offend through 
ignorance j and, fnrthor, everyone requires to ho 
reminded occasionally of some of his professional 
duties, which, if not kept constantly before him, he 
might forget. It would be, nlso, a certain protection to 
an honest trader to have those laws at hand to refer to 
when dealing with tho public or the police. I look 
on that sis a very important provision, if it was intro- 
duced into law. There is a precedent for this proposal 
contained in section a of 26 nnd 27 Viet., cop. 41. which 
requires that — “ Every innkeeper shall cause at least 
“ one copy of the first section of this Act, printed in 
“ plain type, to be exhibited in a conspicuous part of 
“ the hall or entrance to his inn.” The renewal of 
the copy yearly would bo necessary to enable any 
additions or alterations of the law,. enacted by 
Parliament during the year, to be made in the sheet, 
so that it would be brought up to date, for tho 
information and guidance of the licensed person, his 
shop assistants, and of persons entering his premises. 
In the Factory Acts there is a very similar provision 
which obliges regulations with reference to the employ- 
ment of persons to bo posted up in tho factory. Then 
there is one more point I should like to mention. I 
•would recommend that section 21 of 3 & 4 Will. 4, 
c. 48, providing for the closing of licensed houses 
during a timo of disturbance, which applies only to 
public-houses, phould be extended to apply to all houses 
in which intoxicating liquor is sold, and the penalty 
Closing in should bo raised from 21. to lOt. That is an important 
case of provision in this way, that in the case of a riot or a 

rioC distnrlwineo at present the magistrates can only cIobo 

tho public-housos ; but tho spirit grocers and the beer 
retailers and wine sellers can all keep their houses open, 
and that is n defect in the law which has been for a 
long time considered as requiring amendment, and 
there has been no opportunity up to the present of 
remedying it, and I thought it right to mention it. 


56.925. (Mr. Gordon.) I think you spoke favourably 

in some cases of assimulating tho law of Ireland to «be a •! 

law of Scotland, and particularly as to hotels. You 1 

have no hotel license in Ireland as distinct from a _ _ 
publican's license P — No. 

56.926. You would approve of some alteration in the » 

law which would bring ui tho Scotch provision which I 

provides for a certain amount of lodging accommoda. 

tion in every hotel. Is that what yon desiderate?— 

Certainly; I think that would be most essential to the 
comfort of a large mnss of the people when travelling. 

56.927. Then there is one point I do not quite under- Cons 
stand in your evidence. Yon stated that the whole wosj-'. 
cost of tho police is paid from the Imperial funds. We lion W 
all know that is tho ease, but I think the Chairman police. 
asked you what happened in the case of the cost of a 
prosecution instituted by the police, and costs being 
given against them. Who would pay those? Would 
they also fall on the Imperial fund? — Well, of course, 

if the policeman acted correctly, his expenses would he 
paid by the Stuto. 

56.928. Tho State bears all those expenses in Ireland? 

— Certainly, nil the expenses of the prosecution on the 
part of the police are borne by the State. The ex- 
penses of prosecutions by the police arc really nothing, 
so far as the police are concerned. They conduct their 
own cases. They use certain stamps in tho cases which 
are free. They arc not charged with those stamps. 

56.929. There are conrt fees P — Thoro are court fees, 
but thoy are not paid by tho police. It is little or no 
cost to the country at all. 

56.930. Yon do not employ couubcI? — W hen the 
police prosecute they conduct then- own case. No 
solicitor is employed. It costs the country nothing 
whatever, so far as the conduct of tho case is concerned. 

In an exceptional cose, if the police are worsted, ex- 

K nses might be given against the police, bat that would 
a very exceptional case, and in that case the expenses 
of the policeman, if he were worsted and had performed 
his duty bond fule and properly, would lie paid out of 
tho constabulary vote, with Treasury sanction. 

56,931. (Mr. Whittaker.) What would ho the case with 
refcronce to an appeal ? That is where the costs come 
heavy. Who would pay tho costs in the case of an 
appeal? You would havo to oinplov counsel?— We 
should not employ counsel at all. Wo havo no right 
of appeal in licensing cases. 

66,932. When tho appeal is carried against you? — 

Wo get no costs. 

66,9:13. (Mr. Gordon.) If the costs arc givon against 
you in conrt. yon would have to pay the defendant’s 
costs. Ho would havo employed a solicitor or agent of 
some description. Who pays those costs P Would they 
nlso fall on tho Imperial fund P — It would fall on the 
Imperial fnnd. I should see that the policeman did 
not suffer. I should represent it to the Government 
in that ease, and if the policeman had acted bond fide, 
and. had faithfully performed his duty to the best of his 
ability — he might not have acted legally, perhaps— but 
if he had acted to tho host of his ability, and bond fide, 
and was not guilty of any improper conduct, I should 
certainly represoat it to the Government, and his 
exponscsjwould lie paid. 

56,934. You are confident of that — it would be paid 
out of the Imperial fund? — It could not come out of 
any other fond. 

56,935. In the English evidence wo have often had si 

this point brought np, that tho police did not prosecute 
the case, because they could not run the risk of costs 
being givon agaiust them P — Our mon do not suffer hi 
that way. 

56,936. (Mr. Grinling.) In the course of your ex- 
orienco, have you over known a case whore costs have 
een given against tho police P — Yes. 

66,937. Frequently P — Not very often. 

56,938. (Mr. Gordon.) Passing from this point, which 
I think you have explained, I wish to ask yon os to tee 
occasional licenses. Why are thoy given for such a r 

long timo as six daysP — A bazaar might he held for 
six days, or thero might bo a fancy fair, or there might 
be throe days’ races, but, it lias to apply to every case. i 

Thero might bo a show that would lost six days. 

50,939. In my country, Scotland — for tho laws of 
which yon have expressed admiration — they are only 
granted for ono day P — They would have to be renewed 
the next day. 
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Si, 56,910. They eon be renewed, but there must bo a 56,951. That is in the rural districts P— Derry is a large Sir 

•.Hied, fresh application for each day ? — I think that would be city, and Sligo and Galway nro large towns. In fact, A- Reed, 

$.C.B. very inconvenient, and I think the present arrange- there are no bogus clubs in Belfast at all, and we never K.C.D. 

— ment suits our country very well. hade prosecution for a bogus clnb that I can recollect — — 

-.teo- 56.941. (air. Young.) May I ask you this general If « had the power which I^hara naked for SSMnr'SS 

: rin nnestion. Is drnnkenneSB decreasing in Ireland?-! should bo able to meet that evd if it croppea up as 


meat suits our country very well. 

56.941. (31 r. Young.) May I ask you this general 
nnestion. Is drunkenness decreasing in Ireland?— I 


do not think then is much alteration. Tho people 6 At the same time it >» right forme to observe 

J„ 0 ,.,rimp« nor. money than they h«d 10 y.oST fjo “? 1 ““ J°“ 1“™ Irougl.t the point onto •: 

SkSuii [.orohose drink. I dt not think it hi, »**“■ tb f l f “»“»« ^ tome lan -ml 


with which to purohase drink. I do not think it has 
decreased. 

56,942. Considering the increase in population, in the 
large towns, I do not see by the criminal prosecutions, 
that there aro so many as in former years ? — I am 
considering the country in gUilw. 


reference to clubs in general extended to England, and 
I suppose you would extend the same law to Ireland. 
I think it should bo extended so that if you think there 
is any evil about clubs you would extend the law that 
you would recommend to be applied to England to 
Ireland. But even iu the present state of the law 


56,943. Now in regard to Sunday closing in those without that, and if you give us the additional power to 
parts of Iroland which are not exempted, you say that enable us to enter houses where wo suspect that illegal 


it has had a bcnoficial effect ? — I think it has had. drinking is carried on, wo would bo able to meet Sic 

56,944. But I think you observed that in the towns , . 

•not exempted tha voice of the people should ho deferred <*6,952. Now I think you mentioned 9 o clock as a Early 
to. I understood from your evidence in oliicf that you general hour for closing ?— On Saturday evening— that closing on 
would defer rather to the voice of the people with 13 w * ,a * ) I proposed. Saturday. 


would defer rather to the voice of the people with 
regard to closing the honsesP — Yes, I would. There 56,953. In Ireland there aro many places where they 
are threo parties apparently who are concerned in this not only sell whisky bnt groceries. Would not it lx* 


Sunday closing question. There aro tho persons who very inconvenient if grocers in the rural districts and 


nro opposed to Sunday closing, the pet sons who are in the small towns were to close at 9 o'clock. Their 
favour of Sunday closing, and the persons in fact who present hour is somewhere about half-past 10 or 

are indifforont. There is a large section of the people 10 o clock ?— In towns of under 5,000 population it is 


who are in different — people who do not use the public- 10 o’clock, and whore the population is that figure o 


house, and it does not matter to them whether the over it is 11 o’clock. 


•g open or closed. They aro the great bulk of 


1,954. Would not you be creating an inconvenience 


the people ; there are also three classes of persons who by closing at 9 o’clock ? — I do nc 
are in favour of opening public-houses on Sunday, and be any inconvenience. I think 9 


they are tho persons who in fact dine out on Sunday in veiy reasonable hour within which every family could 

hotels and dine out every day, in fact, in hotels in the make their market on Saturday. 




fresh liquor for their dimer from Iho public-honf. i “f.S 

o»d,l4 i. n~U-r.ta.in fhet, who Lyb. nbon. SS 


during the de, or out in tl . count r, who wcild like to 3^*7 '* “ “ 'n.idnm.nUl nutate under poor, 

net L Ik, tor to hiiro o drink niter their dinner. !*““**• 5™ ? r ,”f ' ?o m ” B r “ 1 P '‘" 

Tli one ere tho thre. clutata who n» tho onblichonsos. i 1 ? To" 1 " 1 ““I 


Those aro the three classes who use the public-honses. , • . .- . . ., . • — ■> 

1 can carry on a separate business in then - own name. 

objteteSota 4totelVmi~in’S ttoL^Znl™ T»n no fur on otU 

clntH — who do hot wont liquor sold ut all in.nvw.jf tt*.**^ 


3KS5KSS5S* 1 teS!S s**™ *« rZi'JT °°“i 1 T5 ir 

tho toototuler,. Thoro nro » grout muoy unteUuOt npolioemun 

clergymen not toototolor,, end other phUnnthropirt, .T X - g b .n . •>“?," 


clergymen not teototalers, and other philanthropists ' , ^ , ® t y’ , , I 

who huvo tho good of the people at l.e.rt, and who “““»>?7 "» «»» nnd.r.Wmg thut he will not 

tlnnk the peopS would be Uh bq.odted by hnri.g “ &££=*$£££* ta ** * 


tenses closed altogether, besides those total cur ^ ifc 011 “ auothw P arC of thc counCr >'- 


abstainers to whom yon refer. 


56,946. Am I correct in supposing that that other 
class except teetotalers aro willing to have the houses 
open ou Sundays from 2 o'clock to 5 o’olock, or from 
2 o’clock to 6 o’olook ? is it your opinion that tho 
general sense of the people is in that direction ? — I 


957. I was not thinking of tho law that regulates 


rtfiinr the polioo, but I was thinking of the public weal. 
'Cg *te “otS *JW“- *»“» P»Wi«™ S te n. lnrg b nutate f_ 


should not like to express what their opinion is, and it is is pensioned from tho force, and we never then interfere 
because 1 havo a doubt about it that I consider their with .him except for criminal offences. It is only while 


wishes ought to bo consulted, and I do not think it is serving in tho force, not when peusionod, the proposal 


the province of a police officer to express an opinion on would apply. When pensioned tho ex-police havo a 


question like that, which really does not concern us perfect right to do what they like, and they often set up 


so much, except as rogards tho peace and good order public-houses, and conduct very respectablo houses. 


of a place. As I said 


re, it is really immaterial to 


I understood your evidence : 


us whether the public-houses of the five cities are roganls tho rules of tho service, they ought not?— Only 
altogether closed every Sunday or not. when serving. 

56,947. How would you consult tho 


56,960. As regards the public, their wives would 
havo as good a right to havo a license as the wife of an 
ex-police officer? — No, because the ox-police officers 
have no duty to perform with reference to public- 


56.948. Would there be a plebiscite ?-They would do ? a ™ no in Ifni 

what they liked : they would consult the people if they Jl 0 ™® 8 ’ JP 1 **. 0X0 n . ot bron ? h . 1 1,1 « ratact P nb - 

uu-j mi ’ ... ■' . - „„ j licaus. They ho vo given up boing policemen; they can 

Idled. They aro the representatives of tho_ people _and . / th ‘ like * 17 wllilQ . UoliMnmn 


they would repreaeni all classes in their juri&iction, 
ini th.y would not b. teteleoted if thny wgd not £i “hUS? ' ™pt» of dn^. £ 

cm out thowno. of the people on nqne.tion hkethot brtto - 1 V_ th . pnl.lio nut the bettor for himself ae 


uc bno voioe oi tno peopie 9 better for the public and tho hotter for himself us 

so that they would have to consult them. I do not say . 


so unat tnoy woiua nave to consult tnem. a ho hoc say , , - 

how they would arrive at a decision, but it should bo 1 e " 
left to them, and, as I soid bofore, there is precedent 56,961. Then I want to ask you with regard to the illicit dis- 
for that. manufacture of potheen in the western parts of Ireland— tili&tion. 

u njn tt „ , ,, - o r Donegal and all round the wild west coast. Am I right 

v “if • H , ow do they come up for election ?-I in 6u ^ iug ^ there ig Bomo rcaBOn why tihafc 8ho ^ ld 

neneve yearly. 1>0 cajrried 0I1 . i do nofc know that it is a suirioicnt 


58,950. Is it not your opinion that if you do not allow reason, but tho reason it is carried on is that the people 


a an open way tho sale of liquor, you will create bogus 


would object to? — 1 do not boiiove we should. It is tho come home in tho winter they roally devote themselves 
opinion of some polico officers that such would ho tho to some extent— they must be employed in some way — 


resnlt ; but I do not consider it would be. We have had to manufacturing a little potheen which is sold, to tho 


no bogus clubs in the largo towns whero Sunday closing 
prevails — for instance, Deny. 


excursionists. It is a very ni 
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Sir bottle of noth ecu homo with him from the mountains 

A. Heed, of Donegal ? — I have no doubt of it. 

■ K-C-B - 56.062. That is how it comes about ?—T.t comes to 

■>3Mar ’98 London. I recollect it boing sent to London in the 

“ box of a lady of fashion, who brought it to her friends 

in Loudon. I have known eases when 1 was a police 
officer in the country. They used to tell a story of the 
time of George III. of the King’s yacht putting in at 
Burton Pori in Donegal, and taking off some kegs of 
illicit whisky, which were sent by a nobLeman as a 
present to England. That was the tale. The liquor 
i, is regarded as a curiosity. 

56.963. Bat more to the point, the manufacture of 
potheen is now very milch on the decrease. There is 
very little of it now manufactured ? — I would not say 
it is on the decrease, because it has increased a little 
latterly, I may say. "We have to watch it very closely to 
keep the manufacture down, and employ men specially 

l| ■ for the purpose. 

56.964. I am very glad that tho powov of the clergy 
is invoked for tho putting of it down, but may I ask 
you why it is that tno polico officers are not able to put 
it down P — Because the reason is that there is so much 
profit made by it. As I said before, if they succeed in 
one venture out of three they make a profit. I shonld 
like to make a correction with reference to the remark 
I made about the royal yacht. Of course, it was a 
tradition in Donegal, whero I was a police officer, that, 
in fact, a specimen of the liquor made in Donegal was 
sent over to high personages. I shonld put it iu that 
form. 

56.965. (Mr. Qrinliwj.) The royal yacht and tho 
royal family are not liable to pay duty, so that there 
would bo no object in smuggling spirits aboard P — 
This ocourred in the time of George III., some 90 
years ago. It was a tradition, and I was only speaking 
of what was supposed to have occurred in the past, 
and I shonld guard myself by making that correction ; 
if I made a wrong impression I should like that to 
bo roinoved. This tradition about tho present of a 
quantity of spirit to high personages is that it occurred 
90 veai's ago ; from time immemorial it hn3 been 
looked on os a curiosity. 

/ Appeals, 56,966. (Mr. Young) I think yon said you would 
allow no appeal in tho case of the refusal of a license. 
There is none at present. Anyone applying for a 
??! license and being rofusod has no appeal?— No. I refer 

to an application for a now license. 

56.967. Supposing that a license is granted next door 
to someone who is in possession of a license, he is 
aggrieved, is bo not f Would you not allow an appeal 
to tho holder of a licenso who is aggrieved by another 
license boing grantod next door to him P — No, 1 would 
not allow an appeal. That I am sure would be con- 

|. sidered very carefully by tho licensing judge, and if ho 

thought it would bo a benefit to tho community to 
establish a public-houso, oven though it might be next 
door to a householder, I think ho ought to have the 
power of granting it. 

56.968. There is an appeal in the case of a transfer 
being refused at present? — Yes, I would allow an 
appeal in the case of a transfer. 

5f>,969. You would not allow au appeal in the oaso of 
the application for a now license P — No, because there 
is no vested interest there. There is no property staked 
in the case of a new license, whereas in tno otticr case 
there may be a very large amount of property at stake, 
and the person whose property would bo lost or 
jeopardised by the refusal of the ronewal or transfer 
should have the opportunity allowed him to appeal to a 
higher authority. 

Hotels. 56,970. With reference to hotels, I think yon men- 
tioned that you would liavo some alteration in the way 
of beverages in hotels for the middle and lower classes ? 
— Yes, I would. 

56,971. Is it yonr opinion that in Ireland the middle 
and lower classes go to hotels, or wain to go to hotels, for 
any of their beverages. Tho country is poor, and I think 
— 1 do nob know whether you would ngreo with mo or not 
— that they would go perhaps to a bread shop for a hi. 
Worth of bread, or something of that kind P — I am spoalc- 
j. ingi.f travellers and people attending fairs and markets, 

pig Jobbers, cattle dealers, horse dealers, small farmers 
,i selling horses, cattle, &c., and tlioso people who cannot 

afford t.o put np at tho hotel, ought to be put up comfort- 
i k ably at somo inns in tho country at a cost which they can 

afford, und I can assnro yon that some of tho places 


those respectable people in that class of life h aYe 
to put up in arc most wretched, and I know from mv j *i r 
own knowledge that really it is a very shocking state of K.rJ' 
things in some of those houses. If a man has to sleep 
in one of those houses he would certainly never like to " 
sleep there again. 

56,972. Do yon refer to public-houses or to hotels? 

— I say that the so-called hotels of the country, where 
the houses are styled hotels, are very well managed, I 
think, and very well kept, and the people who can 
afford to go there are most comfortable, but I am 
speaking of small inns or small public-houses. In fact, 
where there is no bedding accommodation in some of 
them ; the proprietors of such public-houses should be 
obliged to put up travoLlors of the class which frequent 
their houses for tho night, and give them refreshment 
other than intoxicating liquor. 


56,973. I think T understood you to say there was no Bencmk 
necessity for the six householders’ certificate in the case 
of the renewal of the license P — I think, really, it is a 
very worthless certificate. You can in a large popula- 
tion get six householders to support an application. A 
publican is a man of great influence, and he can cer- 
tainly command more than six householders. 


56,974. You are in favour of abolishing that?— 
Because I think it is perfectly useless. 


56.975. (Mr. Grinling.) When yon said yon should Karij- 
recommend tho hour of closing on Saturdays to bo nine closing r. 
o’clock, of course, I take it you recognise that the Satunla 
proposal made by Judge Fitzgibbon to close at four 
o’clock, would bo an impracticable one P-^I should not 

like to offer any opinion with regard to Judge Fitz- 
gibbon’s recommendation. He knows a great deal 
about Belfast — perhaps more than I do, though I 
served in Belfast as a subordinate officer, but I think, 
speaking generally, that nine o’clock would be a 
reasonable hour, and I recommended the same hour 
10 years ago and I have not changed my opinion since, 
and tho same hours I recommended 10 years ago for tho 
opening on Sundays, namely from two to five. 

56.976. With regard to Sunday closing in the five Sunday 
cities, I understand, personally, you are not in favour clo;in:. 
of absolute Sunday closing P — I am very indifferent. 


56.977. Your suggestion was that the houses should 
bo opened for a specified time — for two hours ? — For 
three hours, for the convenience of people who frequent 
public-houses. 

56.978. Is it the fact that out of the ten Dublin wit- 
nesses who were examined before the 1888 Commission, 
seven were opposod to total Sunday closing? — I was 
opposed to it myself. My recommendation was against 
entire Sunday closing in those fivo cities. 


56,979. At that time tho majority of tho official wit- 
nesses weie against total Sunday closing, as far as 
Dublin was concerned P — I believe so. 


56.980. One other question with regard to Dublin. 

You said you did not wish to give evidence about 
Dublin, but you can probably answer this question. 

Why do the Dublin magistrates inflict very trivial 
fines for shebeeniug, and yet there are a large number 
of sbebcons in Dublin P — I do not know. I could not 
offer an opinion. 

56.981. It is certainly an anomaly when there arc a 
large number of shebeens, that the fine should bo such 
a trivial one that it has no deterrent effect P— ' There 
are divisional magistrates there. It is not the local 
justices at all, and L am sure they carry out the law to 
the best of their ability, and properly. 

56.982. I understand your refusal to recommend the P 1 ® 1 ' 
endorsement of all convictions upon the licenses arises “ ^ 
from tho fact that tho publican may be convicted in “ 
certain cases and really not bo personally responsible, 
and that would be very hard r — I recommend that all 
convictions Bhould bo endorsed, but that no number of 
convictions should imperatively forfeit the license, and 
that should be loft to tho discretion of the licensing 
judge. 

56.983. Tho ground of that is, that it is possible a 
publican may lm convicted for a thing ho is. not really 
ros|«)nsiblo for? — It is simply that I think if the 
existing licensing law regulating endorsements wero 
continued, aucl ff there was a now licensing authority 
appointed, it would deprive him of a discretion which 
I am sure ho would very properly exorcise in certain 
cases, even though there wore records on tho back oi 
the license, of renewing the license. Ho ought to view 
tlio whole of tho circumstances, and bo shonld not bo 
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fettered by any law which really is contrary to tlie 
i Herd sentiments of thn magistrates in Ireland, and which 
KCB. they will not oorry out. 

56.984. As a witness being able to give an important 

opinion upon the point, I should like to ask you 
whether your experience is that the license-holders as a 
body are ns respectable men as any other class of 
traders in the country? — Certainly; that is my long 
experience. 

56,985. And from yonr knowledge of Cork, Belfast, 
Limerick, and Waterlord generally, the oonduc.t of the 
people on Sundays is good ? — Yes. 

06,986 It compares favourably with thn conduct of 
the people in any other cities you know of equally large 
proportions? — I think so, and I have visited the 
exempted cities. 1 am occasionally there ou Sunday. 

56,987. As to your Table IV., does not it show a very 
remarkable decrease of convictions for drunkenness in 
Dublin. Taking the year 1878 it was 17,000, and in 
1887 13,000? — It may bo, bat I. cannot answer for 
Dublin. 

56,983. Still wo know that in Dublin a great deal has 
been done in the matter of improving the dwellings of 
the poor? — No doubt. 

56.989. And you wouldlook upon that as an important 
factor? — I should. No doubt a great deal lias been 
douo to make the poor more comfortable in Dublin, and 
a great deal is being done. 

HjUiiisI 56,990. Your Table VI. shows a very large number of 
drunkards, persons who might reasonably be classed as habitual 
drunkards, does it not? — Yes. 

56.991. Of coureo the habitual drunkard is a- nuisance 
to the police, and von may fairly say lie is an enemy to 
the licensed trade ? — Certainly he is not a good member 
of the community. 

56.992. I do not know whether you havo thought of 
it at all, hut could any special treatment in your 
opinion be resorted to with reference to that class of 
habitual drunkards ? Before you answer that I Bhoald 
like to say that it is stated that iu Dublin there are 
1,200 habitual drunkards, and that in oonsequence of 
that large number, it affects of course very .seriously 
the returns of drunkenness in Dublin. Seeing that 
large number, would you be prepared to make any 
suggestion for dealing with them? — Woll.it is hardly 
a question for a police officer to answer. There are 
homes for inebriates proposed, which is one solution of 
that difficulty. Then then* is binding to the peace ou 
the part of the drunkard, and making some person 
responsible for his good behaviour for a time certain. 
That is another romedy. Again, the justices, perhaps, 
might have tho power of longer imprisonment without 
hard labour, till tbero is a reformation. 

Additional 56,993. I waul, to ask yon two or threo questions with 
wiil spirit reference to that suggestion of yours as to the intro- 
tasse. duction of the additional three-guinea spirit license to 
Ireland, more particularly on the point of magisterial 
control. Tho license in England can bo held "by a 
dealer in spirits without any magisterial control at all, 
so long as he deals only in alcoholic liquors. Aro you 
aware of that ? — I am not. 

56.994. So that if your proposal were adopted to put 
thoso licenses under magisterial control, yon would 
have every wine and spirit merchant in Ireland under 
the absolute [rower of the magistrates ? — As they are at 
present. 

56.995. They are not in England P — They are at 
present in Ireland. The spirit grocers that retail 
spirits must be either spirit grocers or publicans. 

56.996. If yon introduce that license, the largest wine 
and spirit merchant in Ireland, if he takes that, would 
have to go to the magistrate, and the magistrate would 

I have absolute power of refusal ? — Certainly. 

56,997. Ho has not got it in England oxcopt on four 
conditions, that is : good character, that the place is not 
the resort of prostitutes and thieves, that there is no 
misconduct against him, and that the lioyse is suitable. 
Would not that be sufficient for the same purpose iu 

I Ireland ? I must point out that there is a distinction in 

selling for consumption on and off. One is a question oil 
trade and the other a question of public order ? — Tho 
■'dew I take of that is, that the licensing judge knows 
the circumstances of the county over which ho presides 
ns a judge. He knows the circumstances of every 
town, and he is constantly going there to quarter 


sessions and ho knows everything about it, and if he Sir 
considers that tho number of liquor establishments A. Ami, 
which exist at tho time ore quite sufficient, I think he K.C.1S. 

should have power to prevent any more liquor shops 

being set up in that particular town. It would bo a 23Mnr. Ds 

great advantage certainly that the whole power should 

be given to ouo responsible judge who would administer 
the law properly and with that discretion which every 
judge who holds n high position is presumed to possess. 

56.9JS. I quito agree he should have reasonable 
control, but supposing there is a large wiue and spirit 
merchant in Belfast, and lie takeB this additional license 
and has to go to tho magistrate, and 'lie magistrate is 
of 6trong teetotal principles opposed lo all licenses, you 
put him in the position to refuse shat niau a license who 
is simply carrying on a trade?— No judgo would do 
that I am quite satisfied. 

56,999. He could do so, could he not ? — Is that with 
refereuce to the renewal P 

57.000. This is the case of a new license, tho three- 
guinea license. The view generally is that it is 
desirable tho magistrates should have control of all 
licenses, but the control over a shop simply selling the 
article where it is not consumed need not necessarily 
he the same as where it is a place whore people resort, 
and public order may suffer ? — My opinion upon tho 
question is, as I have already expressed it, that the 
procedure applicable to all those licenses for obtaining 
them, or for renewing them, or in fact, to transfer them, 
should be one and the same, and subject to the sumo 
rales, and I do not think that any respectable trader 
would suffer in the slightest way if that rule was 
established if it was a reasonable application that ho 
made. 

57.001. (Mr Johnston.) As regards tho travellers who ti, p 
want refreshments they may be divided into two classes, bon&jlde 
may they not. tho one who goes out for the purpose of traveller, 
getting drink, which he could not got in liis own town 

or district, and the one who being out at a distance 
from his home really requires it for his sustenance ?— 

Yes. 

57.002. I suppose everybody would agree that the 
man who goes out for the purpose of getting it, and 
really for tire purpose of evading tho law, ought to have 
no mercy shown him. You do not want to keep tho 
oxemption for him ? — No. I think ns it stands it casts 
a certain responsibility on the lioenso-holdor and 1 
think that ib very useful, and I would not alter the law 
in that way. 1 do not propose any alteration in the 
law except as to the distanncc. 

57.003. Do not yon think that tho case of the bond 

fide traveller — I do not use the expression in its com- 
mon sense, but in the real meaning of the word — if he 
is a Iona fide traveller, who has not gone ont for the 
purpose of gettiug drink, would lie mot by the supply 
of non-intoxioaivfcs on one day in the week r Is it such 
an absolute need to bo always drinking that we should 
keep alive this sham and this ovasion of the law, which 
is constituted by the oxemption of the bona fide 
traveller ? — Then you wonld abolieli the bond fide 
traveller, and not allow a publican to soil intoxicating 
liquor at all on a Sunday 

57,004 Quito so P — I wonld not approve of that at 
all. I think there ore a great many men 

57,005. Who would die if they did not get it ? — No, 
but I think there would be a gross injustice to the 
general public. There are a nnmher of young men 
whom I am always delighted to see going out on a 
Sunday (instead of remaining in Dublin) on their 
bicycles, and going 20 or 30 miles into the country and 
enjoying themBelves. That is a groat improvement on 
the former condition of Ireland ; and to forbid that 
man to get his dinner 30 miles from Dublin, and sit 
down to smoko his pipe and take a glass of beer or a 
ginss of whisky and water, I think would bo very cruel. 

I think it would not bn just at all. I have strong 
respect and regard for total abstainers, and recom- 
mend total abstinence in every way I can ; but as tho 
6ame time I tliink it would be curtailing the man’s 
liberty. I should not care for it, and, in fact, it is my 
own custom, as a rule, never to take any intoxicating 
liqnor on Sunday, but at the same timo that is my 
practice simply, not us regards tho day, but just simply 
it has never been ray habit to take such liquor on a 
Sunday. It may be a fad of mine, nud at the same 
time I should be very sorry to impose that practice on 
others. 
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57.006. Now as to the six-day licenses. They are nob 
allowed to supply a bona fide traveller or anybody else 
on a Sunday r 1 — They are not. They cannot sell liquor 
to anyoue on Sunday. 

57.007. Do you think there is anything in an opinion 
I have heard expressed in England on high authority 
that they oould Ire compelled, in spito of their having 
no license for the Sunday, to supply the man, and 
lawfully, and therefore the provision of six-day licenses 
is in conflict with the common law obligation to supply 
travellers ? — No, it could not be, for the statute would 
override the common law. 


cannot be brought home to anyone. I will read for 
yon those extracts, which will show yon the enormity a r 
of the scandal that exists at present with reference to KCk' 
the canvassing of magistrates to support an applicant _ 
for a public-house license, or, in fact, to support a 
publican in case he is prosecuted. 


I think your strong expression of opinion 
would perhaps cover the ground ?— It may be put more 
strongly. I really cannot speak too strongly on the 
subject, and 1 should like to be permitted to bring out 
the point. 


57.008. Yon regard the objection as a bugbear ? — I 
think so. Tho statute law overrides the common law 
if it is clear and express. That is the previous common 
law. There may be .common law made on the statute 
law by the judges, but the previous common law would 
he certainly overridden by the statute law. 

57.009. (Mr. WhiHdl:er.) Is there any hawking of 
spirits in the rural districts of Ireland ? — There is. 

57.010. By women ? — Yes, occasionally. 

57.011. Am I correct in assuming that they buy a 
gallon or so and hawk it? — 1 could not say they buy so 
much as a gallon. They could not carry it with them. 
They may buy a small quantity and carry it about in 


57,024. Are the magistrates residing outside the 
immediate district cauviisscd, and thereby induced to 
come and take part in the proceedings ? — Yes ; there 
is canvassing all over tho county, and in fact it is 
carried on by a Rystem of strategy, something on the 
Napoleonic principle of bringing a largo number of 
forces to converge on one point to curry their view 
and their wishes with reference to having a license 
granted. 


57,025. You would probably remember the Act of Value 
1877, which raised the rating value of beerhouses ?— qualifies- 


Public- 
houses 
connected 
with shops 


57.012. That is illegal, of course P — It is illegal. 

57.013. Could you suggest any means of grappling 
with it ? — 1 have suggested it. We have power at 
present to arrest a person for hawking spirits, but 
owing to an omission that exists in the law there is no 
provision made for procedure after arrest. In repealing 
old Acts and introducing a danse in a new Act it makes 
it an offence to hawk spirits, and gives no authority 
whatever to the police to prosecute. It gives authority 
for arrest, but does not provide for procedure after 
arrest. Yon have no penally, and no power to bring 
before the magistrates, and the consequence is that the 

E revision lies on the statute book a dead letter; bntl 
ave suggested a remedy. 

57,014. Wo had an indication yesterday that a great 
many public-houses are connected with shops through- 
out Ireland ? — Y os. 

57,015. Would not it be an advantage, to disconnect 


57,026. Shall I be right in saying that that Act P remisei - 
abolished a very considerable number of beerhouses 
throughout Ireland, and in Dublin especially ? — 1 have 
no doubt it did. It muBt have done, certainly. The 
15?. rating must of 0001*88 cut out a large number of 
houses. 


57.027. There was no provision in that Act, which 
peremptorily closed a large number of beerhouses, for 
compensation ? — No. 

57.028. Then yon suggest a raising of the rating 
value of other licensed premises P — Of pnblic-honBes 
and spirit grocers. 

57.029. That wouia have the effect of wiping ont a 
groat many licensed houses ? — T give throe years to the 
present license holders to get better premises. I would 
regard a vested interest as far as that is concerned. 


the public-house entirely from tho shop ? — I. think it, 
would bo an advantage, but at tho same time I do not 


think it would bo possible to do it. it would rovolu- 
tiouiso the whole stato of things iu Ireland and I could 
not recommend it because it is a custom amongst tho 
people. If you have tho judge tho licensing authority 
and give him the power to impose certain conditions, 
ho could with reference to now licenses carry out that 
principle. 

57.016. Is it the fact that when a person goes to a 
grooer’s ora shoe-maker's shop it is very probable that 
liquor may be sold on another counter in that shop ? — 
It is constantly the case. 

57.017. Docs not that strike you as being a very groat 
temptation to drink ? — It may be to some, and it is, I 
believe, to some. It is the practice of the country. 


57,018. (Mr. Young.) Is there any such thing as 
hawking in the north of Ireland to your knowledge, or 
in which part of Ireland is there hawking of whisky P 
—It is done in a small way in every part of Ireland. 
The police occasionally catch a person hawking spirits 


57,019. (Loan IHcldnson.) What do they do P — Thoy 
connot do anything at present, except got the name, 
if thoy can, and report it to the Excise, and they may 
prosecute. The Excise may bring them under some 
Excise statute. 


57.030. You think there are too many licensed houses Er«esm 

in Ireland ? — There is no doubt of it whatever. numkerrf 

57.031. I suppose that has horn aggravated by the 
fact that you have a diminished population P — Not only 
that, bat wo have got, enough houses for a very muon 
larger population. My view of it is that if the 
licensing authorities, is far as applications for new 
licenses aro concerned, suspended the granting of 
licenses for live yoars I do not think Ireland would sailer 
any injury. Upon the question of tho small reduction 
that has been made by the licensing authorities in 
Dublin and Bolfast within the last 10 years which my 
table shows, I should like to explain that. The public- 
houses in tho Dublin Metropolitan District in 1SS8 
were 943, and the number now in 18il8 is 897. The 
licensing authorities did their very host to reduce the 
number, but this shows tho very small number by which 
they have been reduced. In tho city of Belfast the 
number in 1888 was 679. and the number is now 641) ; 
and I know the licensing authority, whom you had 
before you yesterday, did his very best to reduce the 
number of public-house licenses, but the reduction lias 
not been very largo, for the long period of 10 yenvs. 

57.032. Would you turn to Table V. of the statistics IfanbtfK 
yon have handed iu to na. At the end of tlmt tabic, in licensed 
the two last columns, you givo the ratio of licensed houies® 
promises to population, ancl tho ratio of prosecutions to liront®’ 
population in the five oitios of Dublin, Bolfast, Cork, BeS5, 
Limerick, and Waterford P — Yes. 


57.020. (Mr. Yount/.) Have you any record of hawk- 
ing whisky in your statistics P — I have not. 

57.021. I know the north of Ireland well and 1 never 
met with it in my life P — I have been in tho north of 
Ireland too, and spent many happy yoars there. 

57,022-. (Mr. Wlvittaker.) Is the question of canvassing 
the magistrates ono of the difficulties in Ireland ? — It 
is a great evil. I have here opinions I should be glad 
to submit, if it is permitted to me. What I propose to 
do is to give you opinions, not from my own experience, 
but tho experience of others, and I could give extracts 
from reports I havo here, omitting the names of the 
persons who write, and also the places, so that they 


57,038. What I wish to draw attention to is the fact 
that tho last column gives those towns in the order of 
tho proportion of liconscd premises to population, and 
that curiously enough tho prosecutions for drunkenness 
in those towns are precisely in proportion to the 
number of public-houses iu thoso towns. That is, that 
where yon have the largest number of public-houses iu 
proportion to population, that is, at Waterford yon 
have the largest numbor of convictions for drunkenness, 
and every town ranks precisely in tho same order ? 1 
believe that is the case. 


57,034. That is to say, iu Waterford you have three 
times as many public-houses in proportion to population 
as in Dublin ? — Yes. 


57,035. And yon have three times as many convictions 
for drunkenness in proportion to population P — I believe 
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o7,00(i. That shows iv very close connection ho tween 
the number of public-houses and convictions for drun- 
kenness in those towns, does it not? — Well, that would 
lie the inference. 


57,037. Then I come to one other point. Reference 
has been made to the decrease in the number of con- 
victions for drunkenness in Dublin. That is in your 
Table I V. The largest number was in 1878, 17,000. 
That was the year, was it not, in which the Sunday 
Closing Act was passed .“—Yes. 


It cainc into force at the end of that year ? — 


57.009. And the convictions after the passing of that 
Act fell very rapidly ? — Yes. 

57.010. I suppose I may take it you would feel that 
the passing of that Act, though not tbo sole cause for 
the diminution in the number of thoso convictions, was 
a considerable factor ? — Certainly. 

7.7,041. (ilfr. Young.) May I ask, inyour opinion does 
the number of conviotions depend upon the population. 
Is it not the character of the population. In working 
districts like Belfast and places of that kind, would 
you expect more convictions than in rural districts, or 
In cities like Cork ? — I would, because there is more 
temptation in those places. 

57,042. And therefore the figures which have been 
brought before you now have no I .earing on the Teal 
question ? — They have a certain hearing, but there may 
be other elements. 


57.043. A limited bearing P — I think a most important 
bearing, but at the same time there may be modifications 
with reference to the argument. 

57.044. (Mr. Whittaker.) I should like to put this to 
you, that the figures I have been patting before you 
are purely those for cities P — Yes. 

57.045. And therefore I am only comparing cities? — 
Yes, in the rural population as I have already stated 
it is not the practice of the people to frequent public- 
houses daily. In country districts a man might not 
go to a public-house more than once a month when 
attending a fair or market. 

57.046. (.Hr, Walker.) You have expressed the view 
that it would be in your judgmeut cruel to deprive a 
traveller whether on pleasure or business of reasonable 
refreshment? — Perhaps I might use a hotter word 
than “ oruol," but at the snmo time it is a word that 
arose in my mind at the time. I think certainly it 
would not lie just. 

57.047. If a law wero passed prohibiting his obtaining 
necessary refreshment would not that be calculated to 
bring the law into contempt P — Certainly a large num- 
ber of the public who, in fact, enjoy themselves under 
the existing law, and legitimately and properly eujoy 
themselves on a Sunday, would have their liberty 
curtailed, and would, I am sure, feel that the law was 
very unjust as regards them. 

57.048. Are you of opinion that they would take the 
first occasion to resent it ? — I do not think so. I think 
myself there would be a strong publio opinion agaiust 
it in Ireland, and I think very justly so, in my humble 
opinion, if that law were passed. As regards Iona fide 
travellers going a long wav in the country to amuse 
themselves on Sunday and enjoy tho country and fresh 
air, and take pleasant exercise, if they were denied the 
power of getting reasonable refreshments whioh they 
require on their journey to enable them to return home, 
they would feel the law was very unjust towards them, 
and a large number of persons who deserve every 
encouragement would feel themselves injured. 

57.049. (Dean Dickinson.) Yon would inolude food? 
—Certainly. 

57.050. You did not mean by refreshment drink 
without food ? — Of course I would expect those persons 
would take food and drink — would bo supplied with it. 

57.051. (Mr. Walker.) Naturally the demand would 
create the supply, whether for food or drink P — Cer- 
tainly ; hut I think that every small inn should provide 
them with food. I have had complaints, in fact, by 
English travellers who wrote to me that they called at 
a publie.housc — I recollect, a case in the north of Ire- 
land— and asked tho publican to give them some food, 
8ome bread and batter, or auything they could get in 
the way of food, and he Bttid : “ I cannot give you food, 


“ bub I will give you whisky if yon want it, or porter Stir 
“ or beer, but; I cannot give you food, I am not expected A. Herd, 

“ to supply yon with food.” In fact there are some of K.C.B. 
these men would reply in these words : ” Just take what 
“ others take going this road; you can hove a pint of 28 Mar. ’98 

“ whisky for your breakfast or for your dinner, and 

“ nothing else.” 

57.052. Is that your experience of the custom all ovor 
Ireland P — I say occasionally that is the case. They oro 
not obliged in small public-houses to supply food. 

There is no legal obligation iiud that is a great defect in 
the law. 

57.053. You previously stated that it is diflicult even 

in tho licensed house to get a cup of tea, or bread and 
butter if required ? — In rural districts it is sometimes 
difficult. * 

57.054. But is there any demand for it ? — There is a 
demand for it, and now more than ever when you have 
cyclists travelling all over the oountry, and penetrating 
into remote parts of the country, and excursionists of 
small means ought to be encouraged to como to Ireland 
as they arc to visit other countries, In fact, excursionists 
with small means go to other countries because they 
cannot, find any hotels in Ireland in which they can 
live at a cost they can afford for a day or for a night. 

57.055. Do von mean to state that from your own 
experience and knowledge of Ireland, there is a general 
custom in all licensed houses outside tho cities that 
the) - will not supply food or refreshment, but only 
supply whisky P— No, I never said that, hut I said in a 
great many of these houses they would not. It is not 
a general custom. In some places they will. 

57.056. Is it not contrary to business character or the 
business mind, that a man who supplies any refresh- 
ment should nob supply what is demanded? — There is 
no doubt of it. It would be wiser to do it, but these 
houses are so wretched — I am spenking of the wild 
districts of the country, and even some of the towns — 
that no decent person could sit down for a time or enjey 
himself for halt an hour, and they hare no food. The 
small publicans have not the money to provide it. 

Their trudo is so small owing to competition, and their 
condition so wretched, that they have not the means of 
providing for the requirements of the traveller. 

57.057. If there was a necessity for this accommoda- Specinl 
tion und they failed to supply lb, would not a reminder conditions 
from tho magistrates repair tho defect P— Not in the imposed on 
least. What influence have the magistrates over thorn? licenses. 
They have no control over them at all. If they are 
well-conducted and the police cannot show they have 
committed themselves, and they have not broken the 

law during the year, but have managed their houses 
such as they are, peaceably and orderly, the renewal of 
the licenses cannot be opposed. 

57.058. Is that why you have expressed your opinion 
that the discretionary power of the magistrates should 
be increased P — Yes. 

57.059. Is that one of the causes that led you to make 
that statement P — It is ; the licensing authority should 
have the power of attaching conditions to licenses to 
improve these houses, and make tlie.se license-holders 
perform tliqir duty towards tho public. They have a 
great monopoly, and it is for tho benefit of the publio 
and not for the benefit of tho publican that the license 
is established, and they should discharge their duty to 
the public, and not only towards the public who drink 
intoxicating liquor, but to those who merely require 
food without intoxicating liquor. 

57.060. Have the magistrates at the present time no 
discretionary powers?— Not upon that point — none 
whatever — where the license is established. 

57.061. Then has it ever been brought under their 
notice P— It would be no use bringing it under their 
notice, because they have no power. 

57.062. (Dean Dickinson.) It has been repeatedly 
brought under their notice by temperance organisations, 
and they have always got the same answer, that there 
is bo power ? — There is no doubt of that. Ic would be 
perfectly useless to go to tho magistrates. They have 
not the power. 

57.063. (Mr. Wallcer.) You express an opinion that it Sunday 
would be desirable to close the houses on Sunday after closing, 

5 o’olock instead of after 7 o’clock as now? — Open 

them from 2 to 5 instead of 2 to 7. 2 to 7 is the present 
limit, but 2 to 6 is wbat I propose. 
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Sir 57,064'. Have you any special object in that?— Simply 
A. Reed, that I think there is a large portion of the community 
K.C.B. w ^ 0 malco U B6 of the public-houses in these large cities 
, ~ — , in the afternoon of .Sunday, and that, they should bo 

23 Mar. 98 a p owe ,i to do so legitimately for dining purposes, or 
' " for refreshments. I would close the public-houses 

at 5 o’clock for another strong reason I have not 
mentioned already, and that is, 7 o’clock is a very 
inconvenient hour in those cities for the closing of 
public-houses. Ac that hour most people of all de- 
nominations go to their place of worship, and it is not 
agreeable when a mar. or woman is going to his or her 
lace of worship to meet people coming out of public- 
ouses. sometimes perhaps not. as steady as they ought 
to he, and in fact it would insure better order in those 
cities if the houses were closed at 5 o’clock, which 
would he two hours before Divine service commenced, 
eo as to have the streets cleared of any persons who 
might possibly frequent those public- bouses. 

57.065. Would you approve of their being opened 
after Divine service ? — No, certainly not. 

57.066. That is the only reason yon adduce lor the 
closing of public-houses two hours earlier on Sunday? — 

I have mentioned the principal reasons. 

57.067. Yon speak of closing tho public-houses on 
Saturday night at 9 o’clock ? — Yes. 

Billiards. 57,066. Previously you had referred to the billiard 
rooms, and stated that they can keep open billiard 
rooms, although on tho same premises, all night long P 
— Yes. 

57.069. Your opinion is that they should dose at the 
same time as the public-houses close ? — My opinion is 
that the law of England should extend to Ireland in 
that regard. 

57.070. All billiard rooms and all places of amuse- 
ment or recreation should be closed on Saturday night 
at 9 o’clock? — Not all places of amusemont. I was 
only referring to billiard rooms. I said that, the law 
ol England, which I suppose the people of England 
consider a very wise and good law, inasmuch as it has 
been in force from the eighth and ninth year of the 
Queen's reign , and has never been repealed, should be 
extended to Ireland. I fancy it must work well, and if 
applied to Ireland, I think it would be a benefit to our 
people. 

57.071. Yon are of opinion that she citizens of these 
cities would approve of that curtailment of tho hours P — 

I do not say that. I really do not know what their 
view on the question is. I certainly can quoto for you , 
if yon will allow me, tho opinions of loaders of thought 
and opinion iu Ireland upon these questions, and I 
have hero some papers from which, if you like to hear 
their opinions, I can read thorn. 

57.072. In favour of the curtailmont of two hours on 
SnnclnyP — In fact, of closing altogether — more curtail- 
ment than I propose. That is to show that I am a 
man of quite moderate views. 

57.073. You did not express an opinion as to closing 
every night P — I was speaking of closing Sunday and 
Satnrdoy only — those two points. 

57,074.. Ic was yonr opinion and not anyone else’s 
opinion ? — With reference to tho closing on Saturday 
night, I am not singular in my opinion' as regards 
closing at it o’clock. Some of the leading people in 
Ireland hold the same opinion. Those are persons who 
know as much about the question as I do. 

57.075. With reference _ to county magistrates as- 
sembling at licensing sessions, are they summoned ? — 
No, not at quarter sessions. 

57.076. How often do they meet ? — They are nob 
summoned. They know the day upon which the 
quarter sessions arc held, anti they attend voluntarily. 

Canvass- 57,077. Now you say on certain occasions where you 
iug. believe they ara importuned thej' appear in large 

numbers, fs it unusual for tbcm to appear iu large 
numbers ? — They appear iu large numbers, especially 
at tho licensing sessions. 

57.078. You have given an opinion that the magis- 
trates have been importuned for favours. Have you 
any proof of that? — I have very good proof, if I may he 
allowed to produce it. 

57.079. You distinctly say that tho magistrates are 
not summoned by their clerk?— I do not think it is the 
practice for magistrates to receive notification from the 


clerk of the pence that the quarter sessions will lie held v 
on such a day, or for the licensing magistrates in the A 'ft- 
September Sessions for the granting of beer retail K.Cli 
licenses to receive notice. They know the day on - 
which quarter cessions are held, and attend voluntarily. 

57.080. {Mr Johnston.) Whether summoned or not 
they come in greater numbers to the sessions for 
licensing than the sessions whore there is no licensin '* } 

— They do. 

57.081. (Mr. Young.) They get a circular showing the 
business of the court with all tho transfers, and all that 
is to take place? — There is a publication iu Thom’s 
directory, and in the clerk of the peace office of the 
dates on which quarter sessions are hold. 

57.082. ( Viscount de Tract.) An annual publication 
and advertisement ? — Yes. 

57.083. (Mr. Walker.) Does a magistrate receive any 
official communication ns to the day for his attendance 
as a magistrate on the Licensing Bench P— I am not 
aware that ho does. Every magistrate in tho county 
knows tho date on which tho Quarter sessions will he 
held, and if he wishes to attend he can attend, and does 
attend. 

57.084. May not that account for his irregularity of 
attendance. It may escape his mind for the moment? 

— I think that is impossible. 

57.085. (Mr. Johnston.) It never escapes his mind at 
tlio licensing sessions, does it ? — No. If he is interested, 
certainly not. 

57.086. (Mr. Walker.) Can you say, with reference to Propos-i 
tho transference of the licensing powers from the mngis- liceuiinj 
trates to the county court judge, that there has been authorii;. 
any expression of opinion or approval on the port of the 
trade of that change? — I do not know. I certainly 
never see their opinion. I only speak os a police officer, 

and it is the opinion of all police officers whoso opinion 
is of weight — -I have consulted a great many of them — 
that she change should be made, and I also say that I 
hnd an open mind on the question till I was asked to 
come here and give evidence, aiul T thought myself at 
first, when ic was mentioned to me that this change was 
necessary, that it would bo a groat change; hut when I 
read the reports placed before me — strong reports, with 
facts mentioned which I can recount if it lie your wigh 
1 should do so — and carefully considered the matter. 1 
was thoroughly satisfied and converted strongly to tho 
viow that it is absolutely necessary to make this change 
if yon want to have tho licensing laws of Ireland carried 
out with auy effect for the benefit of tho people. 

57.087. Then yon have no high opinion of tho admi- 
nistrative abilities of tho magistrates? — Well, with 
regard to that, I have a great rospect for the local 
magistrates in Ireland. I have boon 38 years a police 
officer dealing with thorn, and, as a rule, I always find 
them fair-minded gentlemen, anxious to do what is 
right, so far as mj' experience goes; but there are cir- 
cumstances attending the licensing question whioh in 
fact may have led them astray in their view with 
reference to their duty, and thorc are influences brought 
to bear which might have iui effect on perhaps the best- 
minded man if he were placed in the same position, and 
which might coerce him to act and do contrary to what 
he would do if perhaps he wore iu an independent 
position. 

57.088. If you have no confidence in the magistrates 
as licenses justices, why do you ask that their discre- 
tionary power .should be extended iu dealing with these 
licenses?— I proposo that the whole authority should 
ba placed in the hands of one judge, that is the county 
court judge or the chairman of quarter sessions, and in 
certain towns where tlicro is a recorder, in the recorder, 
and that is the low at present with regard to Belfast, 
and Dnbiu, and Galway, Cork, and Derry. It works 
well there to tho satisfaction of every one except those 
disappointed applicants for licenses. 

57.089. Yon testified to the fact that crowds of people 
on a Sunday leave these largo citios and go to suburban 
districts ? — Yes. 

57.090. For recreation ? — Yos. 

57.091. And they require refreshment ? — Yes. 

57.092. And a very largo trade is done by certain 
licensed houses ? — I have no clonht. That is a legitimate 
trade with tho bond Jule traveller. 
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«r 57.093. Doom not that present itself ns opposed to 
i if ltd, Sunday closing ? — I do not think so. Those are ex- 
ceptionnl cases and all travellers all through Ireland 
— in the districts where Sunday closing prevails have the 
privilege ol' getting refreshments as lion A fide travellers 
in licensed houses. 

57.094. In yonr judgmeut does Sunday closing en- 
courage total abstinence ? — People may have as much 
wine and liquor in their own private houses as they 
like and drink us much there ns they please. I do not 
want to make total abstainers of the people at all. 

57.095. You are not prepared yonrself to snggest any 
limit to the nge of a child as a messenger sent by its 
parents to a licensed honse ? — I am not prepared. I 
would rather leave that question to you. 

57,090. Is not it a question that affect3 the people 
more than any one else? — It does. It affects those ; but 
being an official I do not wish to express any opinion 
on it. As to my own private view, I have expressed it. 
already. 

itore- 57,097. (Dean Dickinson.) Yon would not contemplate 
•iaary with approval the placiug of the licensing authority in 
■oie/for the hands of corporations generally? — No. 

57.098. Why, may I ask, do you desire that in ono 
particular, namely, the hours of Sunday closing, the 
corporations should have control ? — Because the wishes 
of the people on a legitimate subject as regards the 
opening or closing of public-houses within those limited 
hours ought to be consulted, and the corporation is 
composed of the representatives of the ratepayers, and 
I presume that the ratepayers would make their -wishes 
known to the corporation, and the corporation conld 
consider what their wishes were with regard to those 
closing hours and would act accordingly. 

57.099. Do not you think that the corporations in 
Ireland have quite sufficient subjects of disagreement, 
not to say discord, amongst them without introducing 
another ? — I do not know that. 

57.100. Do not you know as a fact that there are a 
large number of persons interested in the liqnor trade 
who are members of the corporation, and frequently 
the mayor even is a prominent publican ? — I Uolievo 
that is the case. 

57.101. Do you think that that state of things would 
be favourable to the limitation of opportunities for 
refreshment? — 1 think that some rule should obtain 
with reference to thosu gentlemen who are connected 
with the liqnor trade in any corporation, which in fact 
is provided in tho Licensing Acts, to a certain extent, 
that they ought not to have votos on the question with 
reference to the limiting of the hours. 

57.102. Do not you think an undivided authority such 
as you advocate in general, subject to an appeal, would 
be a more satisfactory settlement of all those questions 
than having them to-sed to and fro aud made the 
subject of chance P — N i. I do not consider this point 
of such moment as regards peace and order to interfere 
with the wishes of the people in that regard ; I would 
not therefore placo that authority in the hands of one 
man ; if I were the judge, ancl had that power, I cer- 
tainly would mnch prefer that it should bo left in tho 
hands of the people, or the persons who represent the 
people, and who, perhaps, know more about their 
wishes and views regarding a question which must 
really affect very little the interests of peace and order 
in any of those cities. 

57.103. Would not yon give an opportunity for unli- 
mited canvassing of the members of the corporation 
which could not be so well tried upon a recorder or 
county court judge. I am afraid it would be as one of 
Dickens’ characters put it, “ a fruitful source of hot 
water ”P — It might be so; but, at the same time, I 
think it is a practical proposal. Edmund Burke says 
that all government is carried on by compromise, and 
that is a compromise that I have proposed. I recom- 
mended ten years ago the same hours both for Sunday 
and Saturday. The recommendation has not been put 
on the statute book up to the present time and yon 
may not be able to carry the other point. You might 

I bo able to carry tho proposal I make, aud I think it 

would be a fair compromise for Parliament to dismiss 
the subject for ever and say, “ We will hand it ovor 
“ now to the representatives of tho people in thoso 
“ localities and let them settlo the matter.” 


57.104. (Viscount de Vesri.) I think yon have with yon ■''‘ r , 

several reports from police officers as to tho packing yfly’ 
of the bench at licensing sessions? — Yes. A .C.H , 

57.105. You will be able to hand those into the Com- 23Mar. 88 

mission ? — I could not put them in, but I will read you 

the extracts from them if you will allow me. Caavnss- 

57.106. Could not they bo pnt in such a form that . 

they could be printed for tho consideration of the = 

Commission? — 1 could not do that, because really they J 

are the actual reports I have, bat I wonld read you the 
extracts from them. 

57.107. You stated that yon did not want to mention 
the names, but you might mention the names of the 
places. Could not you make a copy of them without 
mentioning the names, and pnt it before tho Commission 
iu the same way as it would go upon the notes if you 
read them ? — Yes. 

57.108. (Chairman.) I understand these reports come 
from police officers ? — Yes. 

57.109. And wo have your word for saying that they Vide Ap- 
do come from the police officers ? — They all come from penilix II. 
police officers. (Vide Appendix II.) 

57.110. [Viscount de Vesei.) With reference to the 
question of packing tho licensing sessions, from your 
experience and from the reports given to you, do 
justices come to the licensing sessions who do not 
reside within the quarter sessions districts? You are 
aware that a county may have three or lour districts? 

— les, they come from every part of the county. 

57.111. Outside those districts? — Outside those dis- 
tricts. 

57.112. Knowing probably uothing of the merits of 
tho case in any way ? — Yea. 

57.113. Is it solely on the ground of the packing of 
the bench at licensing sessions that you advocate that 
the licensing power should bo transferred to tho county 
court judges in rural districts ? — It is. 

57.114. You do not consider they treat these ques- 
tions in a judicial spirit ? — No — many of them, not all. 

With regard to that, if you will allow mo, I will read 
the opinions 1 have here of three county court judges 
upon that canvassing question which have been pub- 
lished in the press. 

57.115. I think those might be handed in to tho 
Secretary without reading them now? — I cannot put 
them in, because thoy are newspaper reports. 

57.116. Still, wo will take it from yon you have throe County 

strong opinions from throe separata county court *°“rt 
judges on that point? — Yes, and they are published in 3 u4 R e8 
tho press. 00 h 11 "' 

vassing. 

57.117. Will you stale the purport of those without 
reading them through ? Is it to the effect of what yon 
havo stated in yonr ovidenco to-day? — It is simply 
showing the extent of canvassing and the evils that 
arise therefrom in contemplation of the parties. 

57.118. (Chairman.) Who are the gentlemen yon 
refer to? — What is their office? — They are county 
court judges. 

57.119. Of what counties ?— I have a judgment of 
Judge Adams ; I have a judgment of Judge Nelignu, 
and 1 havo a jndgmeut oE Judge Ovorond as reported in 
iu tho press. If j r ou like I will road the judgment oE 
Judgo Adams. 

57.120. Is it a sa ilu of the whole P — It is perhaps tho Judge 
best. The subject of canvassing was brought before tho Adams 
judge, and his honour said: — “ Ho had no hesitation in on can- 
•* stating that he believed the magistrates of the county vassing. 
“ were under a great obligation to Mr. Barry for having 

“ brought forward this great scandal of canvassing the 
“ magistrates with reference to the discharge of their 
“ licensing duties at quarter sessions. The magisl rates 
“ at quarter sessions wero there as a bench of judges, 

“ aud their privileges iu connection with the discharge 
“ of tho licensing laws wore just tho same as the highest 
“ judge in tho laud. They were bound by the law to 
“ act upon the evidence and upon the evidence alone. 

“ They were bound to approach a licensing easo nntram- 
“ incited by any promise, or any other consideration. 

“ If a healthy spirit existed in this country upm this 
“ licensing question no ono would havo tho impudence 
“ to approach any magistrate to canvass him with 
“ reference to the performance of his duty. Ho was 
F 3 
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“ bound by bis oath to bis Queen and country to 
“ perform that duty without fear, favour, or affection, 

“ and find, as be would in any other case, upon the 
“ evidence and the evidence alone. No man would 
“ presume to approach his honour about a criminal 
“ easo thut was to be tried before that court, but ho 
“ regretted to say that even he himself had been 
“ canvassed by gentlemen wlio ought to know bettor 
“ in connoctiou with a licensing cure. No ono over 
“ came twice to him. In his honour’s opinion this 
“ system of canvassing magistrates, which existed 
“ throughout the length and breadlh of Ireland, was a 
" gross scandal, and ought to bo made penal by law. 
“ To approach any magistrate and seek to induce him, 
“ by any iniluonce, to voto in any way, was, in liis 
“ opinion, to offer to that magistrate a gross insult, 
“ and to offer to the law a great outrage. He know 
“ very well what was going on at these sessions and 
“ at every other sessions. To show the impudence of 
“ an applicant, the clerk of the Grown and pence 
“ had got a postcard from a person looking for 
“ a license, saying : ' Dear Sir,— -Kindly send mo a 
11 ‘ list of the magistrates of the county until I 
“ ■ proceed to canvass them with reference to this 
“ ‘ application.’ It struck his honour us a great 
“ piece of impertinence. In view cf this state of affairs 
“ it was a matter for sorious consideration whether 
“ it would not be well to entrust the deciding of 
“ such applications to the chairman of quarter sessions 
“ alone, as he -would ho disinterested as between the 
" parties, and the case would be decided on the 
“ evidence and according to law. The number of 
“ public-houses in the county were a disgrace in their 
“ extravagance, ns well as a public danger to tho peace 
“ of the community.’’ That is reported in the '• Cork 
“ Constitution ” of the 7th October 1896. 

57,121. (Mr. Young.) May I ask you if that is confined 
to one side. May 1 presume that both sides canvass 
the magistrates, those against and those for licenses ? 


—I really do not know. I only know, so far as I have 
observed, that tho canvassing is generally on the part a ' 
of those who apply for licenses. ‘ 

57 1 22. Is there no canvassing against thorn P— — 
Occasionally there may be. 

57,123. (Chairmm.) There is nothing in those opinions 
that would show it came from one party and not from 
both?— It may have come from both. The canvassing 
is there. I do not express any opinion as to what 
source it comes from. 


57,124. (Tmmml do Vosoi.) Tho opinion is solely on 
the question of canvassing on ono side or the other P— 
Yes. 


57,125. On the question of the police objections and 1’oliec 
the question of the site of a house, do they ever object 
on the score of the house being so situated that it is not 
sufficiently under the supervision of the police?— 
Frequently. 


57,126. Would they object to it liceuse being given to 
a honsa on a country road some miles away from a 
village or from a police barracks P — They would. 


57.127. Hhh their objection ever been upheld. Ir. 
your experience has it influenced tho magistrates ?— I 
do not know a ca6c. It may be so. 

57.128. What is the limit of the authority of the 
Metropolitan Dublin Police, does it extend over the 
townships outside? — The metropolitan police district 
includes Kingstown and the suburban townships. 


57,129. It extends to the township all round?— Yes, 
except Cloutarf. 


57,130. So that a bond fide traveller might travel 
across the metropolitan district to claim tobea/ionu 
fide traveller at a public-house in the constabulary 
district outside P — He might. 


57,131. Throe miles would carry him across ? — Yes. 


Tho witness withdrew. 


Adjourned to Tuesday next, March 29lb, at 1 1 o'clock. 
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MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. 


iNINETY-SIXTH DAY. 


Queen’s Robing; Room, House of Lords, Tuesday, March 29th, 1898. 


The Eight Honourable the Viscount PEEL in the (hum. 


The Right Hon. The Lord Windsor. 

The Eight Hon. Tho Viscount i*e Vesci. 

The Bight Hod. Sir Aloernon West, K.O.B. 

Sir William Henry Houldswoktii, Bart., M.P. 
The Very Reverend H. H. Dickinson, Doan. 
William Sproston Caine, Esq. 

William Graham, Esq. 

Henry Grinding, Esq. 


Samuel JivsLor, Ji; -;q . 

Andrew Johnston, Esq. 

John Herubrt Roberts, Esq. 

On arles Walker, Esq. 

John Lloyd Wharton, Esq.. M.P. 
Thomas Palmer Whittaker, Esq., M.P. 
Samuel Young. Esq., M.P. 

George Younger, Esq. 


Mr. Henry Morell called in and examined. 


Mr.H. 57,132. {Chairman.) I believe von are Chief District amongst wi 

Jltrrll. Inspector of the Royal Irish Constabulary stationed shall hand 


— where P — At present at Belfast. 


Chief Distriot amongst women is increasing. The statistics which I Mr. H. 
lary stationed shall hand in show that in the year 1894 there were Morel l . 

1,732 females prosecuted, in 1897 thoro were 1,955. In 

. _ . .u. fk. V : ... larw .1 1 aoM.r ’9S 


57.183. The borough of Belfast has been extended of the three years previous to 1894 there were a larger 29 Mar. ’98 
i.-.. -r. «... r. number than t.hnr. rwrinr From 9.900 in 2.000. hnr. in 


late years, has it not ?-It has. It now includes a number than that, varying from 2,200 to 2,000, but in 
large surburban area the last lonr years there has been au increase from the 

57,184. Wb* would be tb. total popuktion including 1891 '' ko 10 ^ 0 ‘ 

the extension? — Including the extension, 330,000. 57,147. I ask yon the same quest! 

57,135. Having risen therefore greatly since 1891 P— J »“? n as 1 diA , fch .® m “; r To w 
In 1891 it was 256 400 this increase, during the lust four ; 

‘ „ ., , of intemperance among women P—1 

57.186. And immediately before the extension ?— spirit groceries which exist to a ve 
800,000. Belfast. Tho women get credit in t 


57,147. I ask you the same question with reference to 
women as I did as to the men. To what do you attribnto 
this increase, during tho last four years, at all events, 
of intemperance among women P — hirst, I think, to the 

S iirit groceries which exist to a very large number in 
elfost. Tho women get credit in these spirit groceries 


57,137. Since the extension 30,000 have been added ? which they will not get in public-houses, and they get 
—Yes. treats there when they are getting groceries ; secondly, 

I believe that the larger wages that they a— — “* 


57,138. Should you say that in Belfast drunkenness 
is increasing, or stationary, or decreasing P — It is 
slightly decreasing. 


this ; and thirdly, the nature of the employment in mills 
and factories that these women are engaged in. They 


57,139. Judging by the number of prosecutions in live mostly on bread and tea, and I think a very small 
1891 P — In 1891 the number of prosecutions, which amount of stimulant affects them. I believe that tho 


57,141. To what do yon attribute tho decrease in amongst the v 
prosecutions ?— One cause is that the police, I think, 20— driukin" 
do not make as many arrests for drunkenness as they ^ 

did some years ago. If a man under the influence of 57,149. As 
drink is able to get home with safety to himself, or women, what 


In stimulant that they prefer is whisky, instead of beer 
or porter. 

.la- 57,148. In tho case of children below a certain ago, Juvenile 
is there any intemperance P — There is very little of intemper- 
that amongst what you might call juveniles, lam afraid ance. 

J* 1 amongst the vory young men — that is from 16 to 18 or 
20— drinking is on the increase. 

57,149. As to habitual drunkards, whether men or Hftbitun ] 

( or women, what have yon to say ? — Habitual drunkards lltunl{ . ird5 _ 


without annoyance to the public, he is allowed’ to “ rc increasing very much in Belfast, of recent years, 
do so. Statistics which I shall hand in show that 54 persons 

_ , ... ., . , . i • were convicted for drunkenness over 100 times, 44 of 

57,142. Before that, they e — — . • - - 


Statistics which 1 shall hand in show that 54 persons 
. , . were convicted for drunkenness over 100 times, 44 of 

i arrested tor being w jj 0al were Females. This return ombracea a period of 
eat many cases they three years, but of course io is not meant to convey 
that the persons had over 10 1 records inside the three 


three years, bnt of course n> is not meant to convey 
" ero- that the persons had over 10) rcoords inside the three 

57,148. Is there any other cause to which yon attri- years, (one Appendix HI.) Vide Ap- 

bute the decrease of drunkenness P— Tho decrease in ’ 57 150 . What is the highest record of conviction pendixlH. 
drunkenness itself, I think might be caused by three agftina6 a woman? — Olio woman I find had 206 
principal reasons. First, the growing uso that there 0 § UTic tions. 


is, I believe, of beer and porter in Belfast as compared ~ „~V " , , . ,, „. , t , 

with whisky; secondly, bne efforts of the clergy and 57,li>l. Over what period ? Sho arrived at her 2 
itai.. « e conviction inside the lust three vears. but I rin 


temperance societies ; knd thirdly, the non-granting of conviction inside the last three years, but I 
new nnlilirnnR’ lin-imes hv tbn F...enr f ler mean that she had been convicted 206 times in 


working classes spend a good portion of their wages 
drink? — They do; I should think a great deal s 


iw' publicans’ licenses by the Becorder. mean that she had been convicted 206 times inside the 

— , .. ...... three years. The last time she was released from mil 

57,144. I suppose you would still hold that the Bhe w ' s re .arrested tho same evening for being drunk. 

id think a 'great' 1 doaf^ooo 57,152. I do not know whether yon arc able to speak 
6 to this ; bnt do yon find that amongst persons who are 

convicted most often for repeated drunkenness, the 
Belfast, I suppose, are very women exceed the men ? — Oh, yes. In this return that 
shipbuilding yards are very jr have got there were 54 women and only 10 men. 
So‘wt e frf’.*£fti le y 5L153. Above ho„ m.uj- coimctiou. ?-AW» 100 
iomo of these yards, Bimply *' lines ’ 

ougli money in four or five 57,154. Above the 100 times was there a great 
ho whole wcok. majority of women ?— Yos. 

nee among women — what is 57,155. Where do the number of women bogin to 


high P— The wages in the shipbuilding yards are very 
high indeed, as oomparod with the wages in mills. I 


have heard, but I do not know it for a fact, that they 
do not work full tlmo in some of these yards, simply 
because they can earn enough money in four or hvo 
days to support them for tho whole wcok. 


57,146. As to intemperanco among women — what 


Ha,.* - the condition of that in Belfast? — Intemperance exceed the men in drunkenness? When people have 

F 4 
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Mr. H. been convicted 10 times or 20 times, to whom is the 
lilordl. had pre-eminence given, to men or women ? — I cannot 
1 speak to that 

29 Mar. 98 57 166 A t n p events . after 100 times you say the 

women greatly predominate over the men P — Yes. 

57,157. What is your suggestion with regard to 
confirmed drunkards? — I should suggest that after a 
certain nnmber of convictions embracing a number of 
years, or after a certain nnmbev of convictions inside 
10 or 12 months, they should be either committed to a 
home for inebriates, or bo liable to six months' imprison- 
ment with hard labour ; or. if bound over to keep the 
peace, tho magistrates should have the power, which 
they have not at present, to add hard labour in default 
of finding bail. 

Connexion 57,158. Do you trace any connexion between crime 
ot drink and drink? — 1 believe that a grout proportion of crime 
and crime. i 8 caused by drink, although 1 can obiain no statistics 
to corroborate this. I should think there would be 
over 75 or 80 per cent, of crime caused by drink or 
traceable to drink, either directly or indirectly. 

57,150. Could you say how many people who were 
arrested for other offences than mere drunkenness are 
found drunk when thoy arc arrested ? — I could not say. 
I have no return of that. 

57.160. Is there any one particular crime in yenr 
experience that is directly traceable to drink ? — I have 
obtained a return from the National Society for the 
Prevention of Cruelty to Children, and it shows 84'9 
per cent, of cases in which drink has been an element 

Vide. Ap- prosecuted by tho Society. (See Appendix III.) 

1K.I1 (llX III. 

57.161. Who could trace the amount of that element ? 
— Tho inspectors of this society, of whom we have four 
in Belfast, visit all these homos in every case in which 
they prosecute, so that they know the circumstances of 
tho families, and make their returns to the Society 
accordingly. 

57.162. I snpposo their testimony would only go to 
show that the parents nro of drunken habits, not that 
they were actually drunk when they visited the homes ? 
— Yes. That they were of drunken habits. 

Limited 57,16-i. I need hardly ask you the canso of this 
certificate habitual dvimkenucss. To wliafc liquor do yon attribute 
for beer. it ? — I consider it is due to spirits. 

57,104. Should you like to sec on any certificate or 
license or whatever - it is called being granted that the 
iriamstratiB slunld have power to limit the certificate, 
to beer and porter? — Yes. 1 should think that that 
would ho a very good license in the event of any new 
license being grunted in a country like Ireland, where 
the population is decreasing. 

Drinking 57,165. MTiat is the character <>t‘ tho public-houses in 
shops in Belfast, speaking generally P — Tho vast majority of the 
Belfast. public-houses themselves are nothing but drinking 
shops, that is, t here are no groceries or other goods sold 

57.166. Would yon advocate tho sale of groceries in 
public-houses? — Not m a large town, certainly not. 

57.167. When you say other articles should he sold 


there, you 


food should bo supplied ti 


well r 


drink in those public-houses ? — Yes. 1 think they 
should be euconraged, and in many cases compelled to 
supply tea, and soup, and cheese. 

57.168. Is tho supply of food not general in the 
public-honscB at Belfast? — In only three or four cases, 
I think, is anything of that kind sold in Belfast — that 
is, m the ordinary public-houses. Of course, there are 
restaurants. 

57.169. Not oven biscuits or sandwiches? — In some 
of them tliero are, but there are very few. 

57.170. You think the magistrates should have the 
power to attach as n condition to the license that they 
should sell in certain cases not only beer and porter, 
but whatever they did sell they should have food along 
with it?-- Yes, I should think that wonld be a good 
condition to attach. 

57.171. Is it the custom for the people of Belfast to 
remain long at a time in (l\c public house if — I nm 
afraid they stay a considerable time at the liars 
drinking. 

57.172. Is provision made in the town generally for 
reading-rooms and places of entertainment ? — There 
is hardly any case at all of that — only one or two. 


57,1711. So that theso public-houses arc the clubs w 
and places of entertainment of the population ?— Thev 3 f, 
arc, and they have no attraction in them except 
drinking. ^ 

57.174. You would restrict the sale of spirits, would 
you, to certain specified houses, according to the dis- 
cretion of the magistrates? — 1 was only talking 0 f in 
the event of new licenses being granted. 1 do not 
know that it would be possible to take from them tho 
license that they have to sell spirits in Ireland. 

57.175. Not when the annual revision cameupp— I 
do not think so. They have gob an interest in their 
license in Ireland, which I do not think they have in 
England. 

57.176. An interest extending for more than one Ren.mA 
yenr? — Yes. So long :is a licensed house is well con- tWu ’ 
ducted, and tho promises arc suitable, their license 
cannot be taken from them. 

57.177. Is that the law ? — I think that is the law in 
Ireland. 

57,173. [Mr. Grinling.) It is founded on the Clitheroo 
case, is it not P — Yes ; that a transfer of a license can- 
not be refused on tho ground of the number of public- 
houses. 

57.179. (Chairman.) Supposing a full license were 
granted, if the magistrates, in their discretion, thought 
that the state of the neighbourhood wanted a restric- 
tion of the license to beer and porter, or, at all events, 
not extending to the sale of spirits, do you think that 
wonld not be within the competence of the magistrates, 
under the existing law ? — 1 should think not in Ireland, 
bccanso tho only grounds on which the police have a 
right to oppose tlic renewal of a publican’s certificate, 
are tho unsuitability of tho premises and the manner 
in which they have been conducted within tho past 12 
months. 

57.180. But suppose one of your subordinate officers 
were to say, there is_au enormous deal of drunkenness 
in the neighbourhood of this house traceable to tlie use 
of spirits in that public-house, would it or would it not 
constitute a complaint before tho magistrates, which 
they eonhl take notice of in tho annual revision of tho 
license P— Yos, I daresay il would; but I am afraid . 
tho magistrates would not act on that unless you could 
prove that, the drunken uokh actually originated in that 
particular pul ilie-honse. 

57.181. What is tho opinion of tho constabulary force 

in Belfast as to Saturday curlier closing, or total dosief 
Sunday closing, or restriction of hours on Saturday or Salmi; • 
Sunday, or belli? — The opinion is that tho pnblic- 
hou.sos should be closed on Saturday at 10 o'clock, 
instead of 11, and that they should he opened on 
Sundays from 2 to 5, instead of from 2 to 7. 

57,1 S2. Is thcro much drunkonnoss then in Bolfnst j) rs nlei- 
ou the Saturday night P— There is more oil Saturday nes-oa 
night than on any other night, or perhaps two or three SiiutAi; 
nights. night. 

57.183. Are wages paid in Belfast on tho Saturday as 
a rule? — No, they are not. Tho wages are paid on 
other days besides Saturday. I thought that mightbe 
one of the reasons for drunkenness, but I find that tho 
wages in tho large shipbuilding yards are paid on 
Fridays, and in tho mills very often on other days in 
blio week. 

57.184. So trait, whatever may bo the causo, do I 
understand from you that tho amount of drunkenness 
on Saturday night is equal to that of two or three other 
nights in the week ? — Yea. 

57.185. Do you know that tho state of drnnkonness 
on Saturday night has caused any public inconvenience 
apart from its example p — I know that trains are very 
often late on Saturday, and that sometimes tho returns 
the guards send in as to the lateness of the trains say 
that thoy were late owing to the drunkonnoss amongst 
she passengers. 

57.186. Is that an official statement of guards of 
railway trains? — It, is an official statement that a 
manager of tho railway gave to me in Belfast accounting 
for tho lateness of tho arrival of the trains on Saturday. 

57.187. That they cannot get tho passengers on 
board P- — I suppose there must have been difficulty in 
collecting tickets too. 

57.188. As to tho pluc.es of amusement in Belfast, 
music halls and such things, would you put any 
restriction upon them in point of hours ? — I think some 
sort of exception ought tu bo made in the case of places 
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ji_ 0 f amusement, such as circuses and music halls. I 57,206. {Chairman.) What "would be the ner.eentage M r , ]{. 

'j think, if possible, they ought to be allowed to keep of drunkenness on a Sunday compnred to tnc week ? — &(„ rati. 

. open till 11 o’clock on Saturday. My reason for that is It would be double on a week day to what it is on a 

that I think people, and especially the working classes, Sunday. SO Mar. ’08 

ought to be encouraged to frequent a place of amuse- 57 307 . Do you think that any further restriction 1 

ment, where some other class of entertainment except than what you have mentioned in the hours would lead ShobceU3 " 

drinc is provided I thmk it possibly might keep them t0 shebeening P — I think it might possiblT lead to 

out of tho public-houses. shebeening. 

57.189. Haw long would yon allow them to be opened ? 57,208. What is the condition of shebeening now in 

— Until 11 o’clock. Belfast? — The number of known or suspected shebeens 

07.190. At what time do the people in Belfast go to ® e ^ asc ‘ 8 on 'y 60- 

bed, if you are able to speak on that question ? — On 57,209. When you say known cases, how is it that 


out of tho public-houses. 

57,189. How long would yon allow them to be opened 
— Until 11 o’clock. 


57,190. At what time do the people in Belfast go to 
bed, if you ore able to speak on that question ? — On 


Saturday night they aro very late, on other nights in they are not prosecuted and suppressed ? — We call 


57,191. They ’nave to work early the next morn- 
ing ? — They have to be up some of them at a 
quarter to sis. 


place that has been once prosecuted a known shebeen. 

57,210. But it does not continue I suppose? — Yon 
may have, and very often hove, a second conviction 
against it, but when wo call a place a suspected 
shebeen, it means that wc are not able to prove that it 


is the very day on which you proposo to close the rn on * „„„„ „<• • • . , 

MiadVa. public-houses at an earlier hour. Db you thiuk there ^,211 A known case of shebeening you might 
Cm b, no friction ccu.ed by eAr clo.ing c "S'W"" I ™,nmubl, 

o * j s r » • police, I suppose, do their duty, and a known shebeen 

Saturday So not tbmi tb. rrorfans ok.. * „ u .™li Ton minht orac 


tiaturaay nig ; t. x ao 1 t K t f 10 B a 8 would be suppressed? — It would. You might prac- 

•»« *>»» 11 .boteon.. 


there is no work to be done the following day, and 57,212. You would say that there were 60 suspec 
they get out of their work in Belfast by 1 o'clock on houses now in Belfast? — Yes. Of course, the 1 
Saturdays, and from 1 -to 10 ought to afford them majority of those are probably in houses of ill fame, 
reasonable facilities for obtaining plenty of refreshment. 57,213. On no particular night or day of the w 


57.193. Apart from the question of obtaining refresh- would they do their business more than others ?- 
coot, do yoS rapposu tho working clim rafld like to S»™rd»y night woold probably b« the worat. 


obtain their groceries from the public-house. They 57,214. Would any business be doing in the shebeen 


would pnt olf buying them until a late hour on Saturday on a Sunday as fur as drinking is concerned? — I do 


night, would they not P — In some cases they postpone not think there would be much on Sunday, 
the pnrehnse of groceries until tho public-houses are 57>2 i 5 . if yoll 0 Dened the houseR in Be 


the pnrehnse of groceries until tho public-houses are 57>215 . if you opeued the houseR iu Belfast only The 
closed - from 2 to 5 on o Sunday, what would you do with the 6»<«i fide 

57,194. They would get their groceries at houses traveller ?— The suggestion I intended to make about traveller, 
which were licensed for the sale of spirits ?— They the traveller would be that no traveller who had slept 


:ensed for the sale of spirits ?— They the traveller would be that no traveller wno had slept 
at the spirit groceries P tbe previous night inside the city oE Belfast should be 

able to get a drink, even although ho hod travelled 5 or 
matter of fact, they do P — I think they g miles. 


could get them at the spirit groceries P 

57.195. As a matter of fact, they do P— 
do generally. 

57.196. So that after the public-houses 


57,216. What would be the extreme radius of the 
closed, if city of Belfast? — The outskirts of Ligoniel, I should 


they liked they conid get what spirits they liked for think, Balmoral for instance, would ho over (! miles, 
consumption off the premises, at all events according r _ Id t 11 R >lf -t t 


10 hw, at the grocerte. P-Ot conns, I woald tn.fi . W? 7 - not allow any Belfast m. to got 

flint apply to spirit grocers ns well os publicans i tley . 0 , k ,“ d »‘« 1 >‘ ' k “° * I " > m * ht Mct0 

shoulJ go oWot 10 o’clock, certainly! .liould got » ilnnk inside tbit radius. 


57,197. Then you would drive tbe people togettheir 

roceries earlier ? — Uerbunlv. would wot it f-I think they ere pretty well known to 


groceries earlier ? — Certainly. 

57,198. You would close them all ? — I would. 


57,199. {Mr. Grinling.) The closing hours at present o7,219. You do not thmk s 
are the same for both branches of the trade, are they by the restrictions that you 
not? Yes. soy as to drinking clubs?— 


each other in Belfast — the people who frequent these 
public-houses. 

57,219. You do not think shebeens would he increased Clulis. 
by the restrictions that you suggest, hut what do you 
soy as to drinking clubs? — I ao not think drinking 
clubs would be established in Belfast on account of 


ib and 57,200. {Chairman.) What would you do with hotels the disposition of the people themselves. I think the 
nr or restaurants as to closing hours P — I think the hotels respectable part of tho working class in Belfast would 


or restaurants should lie opened for the convenience of no tlend themselves to form a more drinking club, and 


people who want suppers. 


57,201. Hotels with excise licenses P— Yes. I think 


restaurant and an hotel should have a separate license 
It should not be a publican's license. It should be 


if a club wore established by tho rowdy element I do 
not think it would last long without boing interfered 


ate license, with both by the neighbours and by the police. 


uuciiwj in which they would be compelled to supply on t |j Q p ar t; 0 f the workmen on Monday morning in unco on 

food and beds, and everything of that kind, and the Belfast? — From the enquiries I made and returns I Monday 

license should he apnarnte from the nuhlican’s license if. :n J r r.„ m 


57,220. Is there any marked abstention from work Attend- 


,rt of the workmen on Monday morning in s 


license should be separate from the publican’s license got from mills and factories and also from shipbuilding moraiugs. 
altosrBthpr. “.J.. 1 iT...fl ii „ii 1 f. 11 mr r. 


together. yards, I find that they attend fairly well 011 Monday 

57.202. If that were carried out, supposo the publican morning. Of course there aro a good many more 

came forward and said: “I will supply beds and people absent from their work on Monday morning than 
food ” ? I would raise the license. there are on other mornings of the week. The statistics 

obtained from one large shipbuilding yard in which 

57.203. With regard to closing public-houses entirely there were 8,000 or 9.U00 men employed, of the last 
1 Sunday, would you, or would you not, he in favour four months, show that the average absent nil day was 


of that P — The opinion of tho officers 


1 in favour four months, show that the average absent all day was 
Belfast at jq p er CO nt. ; that the average absent from 6 o’clock in 


present is_that the public-houses should be opened the morning until the breakfast hour was 1 6 per cent, 

from 2 to 5, instead of from 2 to 7. They consider that in nnother large shipbuilding yard the overage went so 


the total Sunday closing is not advisable. 


57,204. What is tho amount of Sunday drunkenness hour. 


in Belfast? — There is not much Sunday drunkenness. 57,221. Do you attribute that in anyway to their 


The return which 1 shall hand in shows that in 12 having taken too much on the Suuday P — I should 
months — from May 1898 to May 1897 — the total number think that would be one of the elements iu it, hut I 


of prosecutions for Sunday drunkenness was 442. think another reason would he that tlieir regular timo 
That would be 8 per day, and the arrests on an ordinary of getting up in the morniug was interrupted by the 


day of the week would be something like 19. 


57,205. (3fr. Hyslop.) To the population ?— Hot to 


intervening Sunday. 

57,222. It would bo the demoralizing effect or a 


the population, but 19 on a week-day compared to 8 on holiday ; perhaps demoralizing is too Btrong a word, I 


inday. That would bo double the number. 
U 98449. 


will say the disturbing ofl'eot of a holiday P— It has a 

..... G . 
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most disturbing effect in Belfast both on the attendance 
at work, and the number of arrests for drunkenness. 

57,222. In the suburbs of Belfast, I suppose, the 
houses would be open till 11 o'clock now? — That is in 
the extended urea, and front 2 o’clock to 7 o’clock ou 
Sundays. 

67.224. They are under the same conditions as. to 
closing ns the city itself P — Exactly. 

57.225. Their hours wore extended when they 
became part of the city P — Their hours were extended 
for one hour on Saturday night and allowing them to 
he open on Sunday from 2 tul 7. 

57.226. Is it possible for you to trace any effect of 
that extension of hours ? — Tho time has been rather too 
short to found any definite opinion on the subject. 
However, 1 find that in certain districts in the town 
wliero the public-houses aro now open — that is, the 
suburban districts — the number of arrests and prose- 
cutions for drunkenness havu not increased ; but m ouo 
particular place, where there arc a great many of tho 
working class living and where there aTe a certain 
number of mills — I mean Ligoniol — I find that the 
total number of cases of drunkenness in tho three 
month preceding the extension of the borough was 27, 
35 of wnich were on Saturdays and Sundays. In the 
three months after the extension the total number of 
cases of drunkenness were 46, which included 19 on 
Saturdays and Sundays. 

57.227. You have said, speaking of your own opinion, 
you would have advocated total Sunday closing. So far 
as you are able to gauge public opinion in Belfast, in 
what way would public opinion he trending towards 
total closing or restriction, or to leaving it alone ? — I 
think the majority of the people in Belfast would be 
in favour of Sunday closing. 

57.228. (Dean Dickinson.) You are aware there was a 

f ilebisoite taken, and an enormous majority were in 
avour of total Sunday closing two or three years ago ? 
— 1 believe there was. 


57,229. {Chairman.) Would your opinion be formed 
by the recollection of that plebiscite? — I do not think 
so. I think, however, if you leave out the other people 
who are not the working class, the enormous majority 
of those people would he in favour of total Sunday 
closing. 

67,280. They would not be the people who would 
suffer ? — They would not be the people who would use 
tho public-houses. 

57.231. Therefore they would not suffer by tho closing 
if there was any suffering ?— No, I think the majority 
of tho poople of tho working class would ho slightly in 
favour of the public-houses being left open. 

57.232. Iu favour of houses being kept open for some 
time? — Yes. 


57.233. Not necessarily from 2 o’clock to 7 o’clock P 
— No, I do not think they would resent the closing of 
tho public-houses at 5 o’clock on Sundays. 

57.234. Would you inoludo among those who are not 
in favour of total Sunday dosing, the Sabbatarian 
element ? — Yes, I would ; it is pretty strong in Belfast. 
In fact, in some cases they go so far as to advocate 
the putting down of trams and trains on Sunday. 

Good con- 57,285. What aro the number of licenses in Belfast P 
duct of — The number of publicans’ licenses is 649 at present, 

publicans. 57 23 6 . What were they in 1891 ?— In 1891 they were 
652, and at present they are 649. 

67,237; So that there has been a decrease in tho 
number of licenses, notwithstanding the large exten- 
sion of the population, and of tho area of the city ? — 
There is. That is probably caused by hotels having 
collapsed, and public-houses having been knooked 
down when they were bnildiug new streets, and things 
of that kind : various reasons. 

57.238. Is any of that diminution traceable to the 
publicans having been prosecuted for breach of certifi- 
cate P — No ; no licenses have been taken from them in 
that period. 

57.239. No licenses have boon taken from anybody in 
possession of a license P — Not of tho publicans — not 
inside that period. 

57.240. Then, shortly, tho groat body of publicans in 
Belfast would be a rospcotable body of men and well 
conducted? — The public-houses aro very well con. 
ducted, and their construction and position aro good, 


and we have no difficulty whatever in supervising v 
existing licenses of puhlioans. 6 

57.241. I suppose the licenses in Belfast are very . 

valuable property ? — They are increasing in value every 
year. 

57.242. Increasing in value from their diminution in 
numbor?— They are increasing in value mainly on 
account of no new licenses being granted. The recorder 
has refused to grant, and has not granted, any new 
licenses for a considerable time. 

57.243. What can a licensed house be got for in 

Belfast?— One license I hoard was sold recently for mint of 
6,0001. public- 

57,241. What is the rateable value of tho public- 
houses ?— It is, generally speaking, high, except in some 
of the older houses along tho docks and in back 
streets. 

57.245. Supposing no new licenses are granted, as is 
the practice with the recoi'dcv now, and if it is a fact 
that the owners of these public -houses are spending 
large sums of money upon them, do yon consider that 
tho public-houses in Belfast compare favourably with 
tho public-houses in any other part of Ireland?— I do; 
and 1 think if tho present practice is continued of 
refusing to grant new ones, they will be the most 
commodious and tho best conducted that there are in 
Ireland. 

57.246. When yon say there are 649 licenses in the 
city of Belfast that includes all licenses P — No, that is 
publicans alone. There are a great many more. 

57.247. What would bo the number of spirit grocers' Spirit 

licenses P — 445. That is spirit grocers and beer dealers grocers e! 
oombined. beer 

67.248. Are they increasing in number ? — They aro. 

In the year 1891 there were only 265 ; at present there 
are 4-15. 

57.249. Spirit grocers’ licenses? — Yes, and beer 
dealers’. 

57.250. Could you split that up into spirit off and 
beer off, or do they hold both? — I include "them in one 
because 90 per cent, of them have the beer dealer's 
Uoense as well as the spirit grocer’s. 

57.251. We have been tnlkiag of the grocers that 
have the spirit license and the beer license off. How 
many publicans sell groceries ?— I do not think it is 
worth taking into consideration. It would not be more 
chan 6 or perhaps 7. 

57.252. Turning to the quality of the drink sold in Qnalitycf 
Belfast, should you say that it was generally good, or is liquor, 
it aria Iterated? — It is good, and it is not adulterated 

as far as wo can ascertain. 

67.253. I think yon have some suggestions to offer Permhi 
which you think might improve tho condition of .things Create 
even in Belfast? — Yes. I have made one suggestion cess, 
already about the supply of tea and food for consumption 

on the promises. Tho second one I had was that in 
case a man was found on licensed premises, or on that 
of a spirit grocer, drunk, I think tho onus of the proof 
that the person did not get tho drink which made him 
drunk should lio on the licensed person. 

57.254. Where does it lio now ? — It lies on the police. 

Wo havo to prove that the pnblican knew that the mau 
was drunk when he supplied him with drink, or that 
ho supplied him with drink when he was in a drunken 
state. 

57.255. The publican should have to prove the con- 
trary ? — Yes ; the idea we have js that if a man is fonml 
drunk on a man's licensed premisos it should be ipso 
faoto an offence on the part of the publican. 

57.256. Unless ho can prove extenuating or rebutting 
circumstances P— Yes. 

57.257. Who would exercise supervision ovor the Allwa* 
structure of public- houses in Belfast P — The magic- 
trates, I believe, could. It has been decided that a P r0DBC ' 
publican lias a right to make a reasonable extension of 

his premises. I think thiB i3 a very vague expression to 
use, “ reasonable extension." It might include tlie 
opening of a new door iu a sido street. 

57.258. The recorder would take no cognisance of 
that ? — If brought before tho recorder, the recorder 
would refuse permission. 

67.259. Supposing a license had been granted, awl 
beforo the next annual licensing sessions, the police 
informed the recorder that a side door had been opened 
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into a back alloy, would the recorder refuse the license P 

It would not come before the recorder again, except 

on the occasion of a confirmation of a transfer. It 
would come before the magistrates at tho renewal 
sessions, which are held every year, and possibly the 
magistrates might grant such a renewal, even although 
the applicant had altorod his original licensed premises 
so as to practically turn them into two public-houses. 

57.260. You have the recorder and the city magis- 
trates going on together as a licensing authority? — 
Yes. 

57.261. The recorder alone grants the licenses? — 
Yes. 

57.262. And the magistrates of the city renew ? — 
Yes. My idea is that if there is any extension of the 
premises to bo made or an alteration by opening of 
new doors or anything of that kind, it should be 
brought before the recorder in the shape of a new 
license, and not be brought before the magistrates in 
the shape of a renewal of an old license. 

57.263. Yon would like to Bee one authority substi- 
tuted for the two? — Yes, I should like to see the 
recorder substituted. 

57.264. And that he should have solely to deal with 
all licensing matters P — Solely. I think in the first 
place the decisions that were given would be uniform. 
As it is at present, the decisions are quite the reverse. 
One Bench of magistrates may graut one man his 
license, and two or three days afterwards they may 
refuse a license in which there was probably no 
difference. 

57.265. You think it would not be too much power 
to give to one man to regulate the licensing trade over 
a population of 300,000 ? — It did strike me that it 
wouta be a very great responsibility for one man to 
have. The only alternative idea that I have would be the 
substitution of some sort of local authority in the shape 
of. perhaps, tho Lord Mayor of- Belfast, the two resident 
magistrates, and, perhaps, two or three of the local 
magistrates selected by themselves to act as a sort of 
licensing committee to deal with renewals of licenses 
only. 

57.266. Leaving the granting to tho reoordorP — Yes. 

57.267. Why should not the court you have suggested 
lie competent to graut licenses as well F— According to 
tho present law tho only person who can grant, a new 
license in Belfast is tho rocordor sitting alono. 

57.268. I am aware of that. I was supposing we bad 
power to. deal with the law aud make any changes; 
would you suggest that this court, which yon have 
sketched, should have power to deal not only with the 
original giant but with transfers and renewals? — I 
should prefer that they only deal with the transfer and 
renewals. 

57.269. Leaving the grant in the hands of the 
recorder P— Yes. 

57.270. Any alteration in premises you think should 
be brought to the notice of the recorder, or, if you had 
this newly constituted court, boforo that court? — I 
shoulcT be quite satisfied with it being brought before 
that court, except that, as I said already, it should be 
dealt with as a now license, and that license is only to 
be granted by the recorder, according to my ideas. 

57.271. It depends on what alterations would amount 
to a new license. Would not there be some difficulty 
in saying whnt amonnt of alteration constituted a new 
license? — There would be some difficulty in that. I 
think when a man gets a lioense. for a corner house be 
should not bo allowed to open a new bar perhaps 100 
feet up in another street. 

57.272. Does he do that now P — There is nothing to 
prevent him doing it. 

57,273 Are there aiy of these cases in Belfast ? — 
One ease of that kind, I believe, oconrred, but I think 
the police opposed it, as far as I recollect, at the 
renewal sessions, and I think it was only granted to 
him on the condition that he should shut the door up. 

57,274. You would have to define by statute, would 
yon not, what was a reasonable extension; or how 
could you define it? — I should think that if any exten- 
sion of a license is granted by the recorder, and a man 
chose to alter that he Bhould bring the application before 
the person who originally granted it. 

57,275’. Supposing ho kept the outside walls, and 
made an entire rc-eonstructaon of the interior ? — I do 


not think that that would be necessary to be brought Mr. U. 
under the recorder's notice. It is the external facilities Motell 
for getting drink. 

57.276. The re-construction would be brought before 2 9 9 6 

the court at renewal or transfer P — Yes. 

57.277. Continuing your list of suggestions yon did. The 

I think, touch upon the bonii fide traveller ? — Yes. bond fide 

57.278. Biavo you any special recommendation to 
make apart, from the six-mile limit, and, I think you 
said, nobody who slept in Belfast the night before 
should obtain refreshment on Sunday as a bond fide 
traveller within tho limits of the city? — Yes. In 
Belfast on Sundays a great number of the working class, 
that is the clerks and artizans and working men, go 
with their wives and families to Bangor and other 
seaside resorts. These people, in my opinion, are bond 
fide travellers in tho meaning of the Act, but it is a 
question whether they should be allowed to remain in 
a public-house longer than would enable them to get 
reasonable refreshment, unless they were having 
luncheon or dinner, or something of that kind. It 
seems, however, a difficult thing to deal with. 

57.279. Is it competent for a bond fide traveller to go 
into a bouso during closing hours and demand spirits 
to carry off with him P — There is no reason why he 
should not get them. I think that should be put a 
stop to. Any sale to a bond fide traveller should be for 
consumption on the premises. 

57.280. You think the three-mile limit should he 
raised to six ? — Yes. 

57.281. What exceptions would you make for railway Railway 
travellers P — I do not think railway travellers should travellers, 
be entitled to drink at a railway station where they 

begin .their journey unless they are already bond fide 
travellers. 1 do not think it is right that a man should 
go to a railway station, purchase a ticket, perhaps for 
2d., to an adjoining station, and constitute himself a 
bond fide traveller by so doing. 

57.282. ( Dean Dickinson.) Is the same ticket used 
over and over again F — I do not know that. However, 
as far as Belfast is concerned, I do not think that it is 
very frequently done. We have found ont some 
instances of it, and ns soon ob it was brought under the 
notice of the railway pcoplo they put a stop to it. 

57.283. (Chairman.) I suppose, as a matter of fact, 
the public-lionses in tho contro of tho city are not 
troubled with tho bond fide traveller P — Ho; in tho 
contro of tho oity there nro none of the public -houses, 
you may say, open for the convenience of bond fide 
travellers. Of coni-se in the outskirts a very largo trade 
indeed is done on Sunday in supplying drink to people 
who come from the centre of the town for the mere 
purpose of getting drink. 

57.284. They are not country people who come into 
Belfast, but Belfast people who go to the ontskirts to 
get it? — Yes, a shifting population from Belfast, who, 
on Sunday, go to the outskirts. These people, of 
course, are not bond fido travellers, hut the publican 
very often cannot distinguish between them. 

57.285. You advocate the extension of the limit from 
8 to 6 miles, and the prohibition of the Belfast men 
getting drink ? — Yes. 

57,28oa. What are the number of prosecutions now 
for maid fide travellers ? — They are practically , nil. It 
is impossible to prove tho objeot with which a man 
went on the top of a tramcar to the outskirts of the 
town. We could not prove whether ho went there for 
business or pleasnre. ■ 

57.286. If your suggestions were carried out, do you 
think it would be the easier of proof P Apart from tho 
Belfast people, do you think it would be possible to 
prove a violation of your new regulations P-r-I think I 
would make the publican bo more strict than he is at 
present as to bond fide travellers. I think it is not 
merely sufficient that he should ask a man who comes 
whether ho is a bond fide traveller, and then servo 
drink. I think ho should perhaps make him sign a 
book in which he should certify that he was a bona fide 
traveller, and had travelled the distance. 

57.287. (Dean Dickinson.) With the name and resi- 
dence P — Yes. 

57.288. So that he can be searched out and identified P 
— He can be proseouted by the police, if his statement 
is nutrue, for obtaining this drink by falsely vcDrcaenb 
ing himself to be a bond fide traveller. 
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57,269. (Chairman.) Would you hove separata licenses 
for hotels and restaurants, as Sir Andrew Reed sug- 
gested P — I agree with what Sir Andrew Reed stated 
at the lass sitting of the Commission, that a condition 
of the renewal of a license to an hotel or restaurant 
should bo that a bond fide hotel or restaurant business 
was carried on daring the year. I make this sugges- 
tion with tho object that a license which is originally 
granted by the recorder to a person for the purpose of 
carrying on an hotol or restaurant, should not be per- 
mitted to lie turned into an ordinary public-house, as 
has been done in Belfast within the last couple of 
years. 

57.290. Is it common for the hotels in Belfast to 
hare doors in a Bide streot, through which people can 
como in and drink as at on ordinary public-house bar ? 
— Yes, a large number of hotels have a door, and per- 
haps two, and somo of thorn have an entrance through 
a side street. This practically means that where an 
hotol gets a lioenso, a new public-house is started. 
Bars in hotels, 1 think, should not be for the con- 
venience of the outside public, but for tho convenience 
of the people who are staying in tho hotels. 

57.291. A separate hotel license, therefore P — Yes. 

57.292. Distinct from a publio-house ? — Yes, and 
also a restaurant license. 


he has reasonable ground to suspect that illicit sale is v 
again being earned on ; and we think also that a itor'Ji 
shebeouing warrant should last for three months. We W ' 
also think that the offence of keeping for sale should 
be included in tho third section of the Licensing Act of 
1872. 

57.306. As to steamer licenses, what have you to say ? >• 

— The steamer licenses and railway refreshment licenses {!?£!'■ 

we find arc not abused. The steamer licenses, of course 

are granted by the Excise. ’ ° * ' 

57.307. Yon would not wish to see any other authority 
introduced except the Excise, or an authority co-ordinate 
with the Excise, in the case of steamers P — If there 
were any abases in selling liquor on board a steamer, 

I do not see why they should not either be nuder the 
same local jurisdiction, or why their license should not 
be liable to be forfeited by the recorder in the case of 
anything occurring. 

57,808. By the authorities having jurisdiction at the 
point of departure or arrival P-- -Tho point of departure, 

I should think, would be tho place wbero their license 
would be obtained. 

57,309. The drunkenness might occur on the voyage? 

— It might. Most of the people would probably be 
returning by the same boats. 


Extension 57,293. Have you anything to say on the subject of 
of hours. occasional licenses P— We think that in the country the 
magistrates in petty sessions, or perhaps, in Belfast, the 
Commissioner of Police, should have the power to grant 
to hotel and restaurant keepers, and perhaps also to 
large publicans, an occasional license which would 
enable them to keep open their premises for the con- 
venience of guests on the occasion of large, not neces- 
sarily public, dinners, or balls, after closing hours, notice 
having been served on the police by the applicant. 

57.294. Are they not able to get occasional licenses 
of that kind now ? — A pnblican cannot get an occasional 
license for his own premises. 

57.295. There are no exemption licenses in Ireland, 
are there F — No exemption orders in Belfast. 

57.296. What is an exemption order? — That is to 
enable a pnblican to practically keep his house open all 
night, except between tho hours of 1 and 2, for the 
convenience of people going to fairs and markets. 

57.297. That license docs not exist in Ireland?— It 
exists. I bolioYe, in Dublin a great deal, but it is not 
used in Belfast at all. 

57.298. You would not like to soe them introduced 
into BolfastP— No, I should not. 

Occasional 57,299. Do you know instances whoro an occasional 
llcca: cs. lioenso has boon granted in Belfast by a justice of the 
peace?— Yes j I know of one instance in which an 
occasional liconso was granted out of petty sessions to a 
circus, and the police knew nothing about the occasional 
license having been granted for nearly a fortnight. 

57.300. It would be competent for him to grant it ? 
— Yes, under tho present low. 

57.301. Would yon restrict occasional licenses to 
being granted by two magistrates sitting in open 
court ar. petty sessions P — I shonld think that occasional 
licenses should not be granted out of potty sessions, if 
they are to bo granted by magistrates at all, and the 
applicants certainly should bo compelled to serve a 
notice on the police, so that they can give grounds of 
objection os to granting of tho licenses if necessary. 

57.302. You think the police might be entrusted with 
tho granting of occasional licenses ? — I think in a largo 
town like Belfast the commissioner of police is the 
proper person to grant occasional licenses. 

57.303. Only the chief ? — Only the chief. I do not 
know how it could be worked in country districts. It 
might possibly be granted there by a resident magis- 
trate. I think the Commissioner of Police in Dublin 
grants those occasional licenses, as far as I recollect. 

Clubs. 57,304. I think you have no bogus clubs in Belfast ? 

— No, we have none at all. 

Shebeens. 57,305. Shebeens I think yon. have dealt with. Is 
thoro any suggestion in point of law which you w Id 
Iiko to make with regard to making the law more 
stringent P— Wo consider that in the case of shebeening 
tho district inspector of police shonld have the power 
to grant an authority to search any premises which are 
occupied by a person once convicted of shebeening when 


57.310. Where would these steamers in Belfast ply P 
— They ply from Belfast to Bangor and back. 

57.311. Would that be an easy distance within a day ? 

—Yes. they are daily steamers; at present they are 
managed by the railway company and are well 
conducted. 

57.312. It would not be an unreasonable thing that 
the magistrates, or the recorder, or whoever it may be, 
should have jurisdiction over the licenses? — Yes, I 
think he should. 

57.313. As to the publicans' licenses, of which wo PabWi 
have heard a good deal, which are granted to the license 
wholesale spirit dealers, you would like to see the darnart. 
English custom introduced — tho English trader's 
license substituted for that publican’s license ? — Yes, I 
think the English trader’s license would probably meet 

our wishes. 

57.314. That is the three-gninea license P — Yea. I 
think the traders are very much alivo to this Question 
on account of thoir licenses having been opposeu at the 
last annual licensing sessions on iho ground that they 
were nob carrying on the ordinary business of a publican. 

The matter is now being argued, or will bo argued before 
the Court of Queen’s Bench. The coso has not finally 
been decided yet. 

57.315. Would it bo a fact that in those large 
establishments (and you have some very large ones in 
Belfast I understand) thore ia no consumption on the 
premises P — I think there is prnoticallv none at all. If 
yon take tho largest place in Belfast, that is Danville’s, 
it is nothing but, a large office like a bank. The 
license that he holds is a license for consumption of 
drink on and off the premises. 

57.316. He is obliged to take out a publican’s license ? 

—He is. He pays something like 43Z. a year for that. 

57.317. Is it not 601. P — I think it is 4SZ., I am not 
quite sure, something like that. 

57.318. Why does ho take out a publican’s license ? 

— He takes it out because he cannot Bupply between 
two quarts and two gallons without it. The spirit 
grocer's license allows him to sell np to two quarts ; 
tho wholesale license only allows him so sell two 
gallons ; so that ho cannot sell between two quarts and 
two gallons. 

57.319. He cannot sell between two quarts and two 
gallons for consumption off? — Yes. 

57.320. Would a great establishment like Danville’s 
care to sell quantities between two quarts and two 
gallons P — I should think one gallon would be very often 
sold. I may mention that the objection that the police 
have to a publican's license being granted to a whole- 
sale man is this : that there is nothing to prevent the 
wholesale man at any time turning his premises into 
an ordinary public-house, whereas it has not been 
granted for that purpose at all, bnt for the purpose of 
carrying on a legitimate wholesale trade. 

57.321. There is a legal question, I believe, pending 
as to whether he would not be obliged to take full 
advantage of the publican’s license P— Yes, 
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„ 57,322. Turning again to tho spirit grocers, I think 

v-rAl you Hiisl number in Belfast was 265 in 1891, and it 

_ ' had increased to 445 in 1897 ? — That is so. 

-.■% of 57,328. TV bat is the opinion of the officers of the 

. Belfast force with reference to thorn F— The unanimous 
l^cu, opinion of the officers and men, and in fact I may say 
I believe the unanimous opinion of the general public, 
except those who are interested in these spirit grocers’ 
licenses, is that they are the greatest curse that any 
license could be. They tend to demoralise the women, 
and I believe that they lead to carrying on an illegal 
trade which it is almost impossible for us to put a stop 
.-•voted to. We suggest that the license for spirit grocers and 
' ~fj c . beer doalers should be subject to the same conditions 
! ;s _ as to grant as the publicans’ licenses aTe. In Belfast 
the publicans’ licenses are only, of course, granted by 
the Recorder. 

57.324. Is there any qualification as to valuation ? — 
There is no qualification for a spirit grocer. A. man 
is of good character, and he has got a bouse. The 
magistrates cannot prevent him getting his license. 
They are bound to grant it. 

57.325. If he lias a house and is of good character P — 
Yes, that is, the premises, do not require to be of any 
valuation, and the magistrates cannot take into con- 
sideration the number of licensed houses already existing 
as the recorder can in publicans’ licenses. 

57.326. Nor the locality in which it is proposed to 
be taken out P — The unsuitability of the premises, the 
character of the applicant, and the number of the 
public-houses are the three objections that we can 
make in the case of applications for publicans’ licenses. 

57.327. It is a moot poiut, is it not, as to whether 
suitability should apply to external suitability or 
internal arrangements ?— I think it has been decided 
by the Court of Appeal in Ireland that “ suitability ” 
does not mean suitability of position. 

Abolition 57,328. You have expressed tho opinion of the force 
>; spirit generally. What is your own opinion, if I may ask it ? 
grow. — My own opinion is exactly the opinion of the officers, 

( and I also go further, and 1 say that no groceries should 
be allowed to be sold in any place where spirits or 
beer is sold. I do not think that these licenses should 
bo grantod to people who are living on the premises ; 
that is, a spirit grocer's bouse, if it is necessary at all 
should bo a house in which spirits aro sold by retail 
for consumption off tho premises, aud the house should 
be shut up when the trade is done. There would then 
be no danger of the great ovil that there is going on at 
present of selling drink to women os “treat” and 
putting it down in the bill, as they often do, as 
groceries. 

57,329. I will suppose that your suggestion was 
carried out, and that tho spirit grocer’s license wns 
abolished altogether, you would then allow spirit shops, 
only selling spirits, to be set up in different parts of 
Belfast, would you ? — I prefer that to what they call a 
spirit grocer. 

57,330. You prefer that to a mixed trading ? — Yea, I 
would. 

57,331. But looking to tho number of licenses now 
in Belfast, if spirit grocers' licenses wero abolished 
to-morrow, should you say it would be necessary, for 
the convenience of the public, to set up any shops 
where beer or spirits were sold exclusively ? — If tho 
spirit grocer’s license were abolished now, I do not 
tnink it would do any harm at all. I think I should 
make an exception in the case of very largo houses in 
tho centre of the town, where the spirit grocery trade 
and the grocery trade is carried on in a good way : that 
is in the large houses in which they pay sometimes 
1001. and 2001. a year rent. 

f«!oe q U . 57,83.2. You would establish a money qualification, 
•‘- a ™n. before a man should deal in the two articles ?— -I should 
raiso the qualification, if tho present law is going to bo 
oarried out, to 25Z. or 30Z. 

57,333. If the spirit grocer’s license were kept as at 
■***• present P— Yes. 

57,334. What would yon do in tho case of great 
stores, which sell haberdashery, cutlery, and drink? — 

I * Such a thing is not known in Belfast. 

57,335. Is it not known elsewhere in Ireland? — I 
think the publican does a certain amount of that 
business, but I think you will find that the spirit 
grocer exists nearly altogether in Belfast, and Dublin 
alone. As far os I can make out, in the whole of Ireland 


there are 900 spirit grocers, and there are -145 of those Mr. H. 
in Belfast. I presume the rest of them are in Dublin. Marti! . 

57,386. In the agricultural country districts of 49 Mar '98 

Ireland, would it be convenient for the people to have ' 1_‘ 

a mixed trade carried on in a small store ? — I think in 
the country districts it certainly would, I think the 
ublican in a country village is tho general merchant ; 
e supplies everything; and I do not think it does tho 
harm in a email country Tillage that it would do in a 
large town like Belfast. 

57.337. (Viteounl tie Vesci.) It is very prevalent in 
country villages now, is it not ?— Yes. 

57 .338. But it does not exist in Belfast at all ? — Except 
for tho sale of groceries. 

57.339. ( Dean Dickinson.) Hare you no co-operative 
stores in Belfast ? — No. 

57.340. (Chairman.) Can you give us any actual Evasions of 
evidence of the evasion of the law by tho spirit grocers law by 

in Belfast? — Yes. A case occurred actually last week, spirit 
in which a man admitted that ho had put down the grocers, 
porter that was sold on this spirit grocer's premises as 
tea ; and 1 know of another inatauce of the same sort. I do 
not know of it myself, but I have been told by a magistrate 
of a case of the same kind which was reported to him. 

57.341. In recent years? — Within the last two years. 

57.342. Do you argue from these comparatively few 
cases which you can cite, that it is probable that tho 
practice exists ? — It is notfrom that entirely. Evidence 
on this point is almost impossible to obtain, for this 
reason : there ate only two people who can give it, cue 
is the Bpirit grocer, who naturally will not tell the 
police such a state of affairs, fearing his license may bo 
opposed ; tho other is the woman who buys it. She will 
not toll, because she will be afraid her husband will 
hear it. 

57,843. There being no legal evidence, how is the 
impression produced on your mind that there is a great 
deal of evasion on the part of the spirit grocer? — I 
thick the defence that is raised by a Bpirit grocer in 
court when he is asked why this liquor was sold for 
consumption on the promises is invariably that it was a 
treat. 

57,344, (Dean Dickinson.) Does the husband ever 
give information? — Ido not think the husband ever 
gota any information to supply. I do not think tho 
wife would tell the husband Buck a state of affairs. 

57,346. (Chairman.) Iu the ease you arc putting the 
wife and tho grocer would be in a sort of partnership 
or in collusion against the husband ? — Yes. 

57.346. What would be the view of tho working Abolition 
classes of Belfast, if you are able to speak to it, as to of spirit 
the suppression of the spirit grocer's license ? — I think grocers, 
tho almost unanimous opinion of tho working men of 
Belfast is in favour of tho suppression of them. 

I have never yet heard any man, except a man who 
is interested in the spirit grocer’s trade, say any- 
thing but that spirit grocers’ licenses were a curse. 

In the return which I sent to a good many of the 
mills and factories in Belfast I pat down this query, 

“Your opinion as to tho Buppressiou of the spirit 
grocer's license ? " Almost the unanimous answer was 
“We consider thatthey should be supprossedultogether.” 

57.347. The magistrates have very little discretion, Magistrates 
have they, in granting their part of the certificate to and spirit 
the grocer ? — Tho magistrates have no option in the grocers, 
matter as far os the spirit grocers are concerned if the 
premises are suitable and tho man is of good 
character. 

57.348. Therefore you cannot blame the magistrates, 
can you, for the great increase of theso spirit grocers 
in Belfast ?— Well, I do. I think the magistrates 
conld have mado the licenses almost valueless if they 
refusod to add it to the boor dealer’s license. They 
can refuse to grant a man a beer dealer's license at tho 
annual licensing sessions on the ground cf the number. 

They have that option. They have not done that. 

Tho consequence is that nearly every spirit dealer kas 
a beer dealer’s license, and that license, as I said 
before, is valuable on account of the magistrates having 
power to refuse to grant it. 

57.349. It is the beer license which brings in tho 
profit to the grocer, aud not the spirit license? — It is 
the boor license which is the valuable portion. 

57.350. You would give power to the magistrate to 
separate the beer license off from (he spirits off F— Yes, 
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Mr. H. tut I should add to the qualification to the spirit 
Morel!, grocer's license the number of houses. I would, allow 

them to take into consideration the number of licensed 

29 Mar. '98 houses already existing. 

* 57,351. Therefore the course to which you object on 

the part of the magistrates is that in grauting their 
certificate to the spirit grocer they give him also 
permission to take out the beer license? — Yes. I think 
the magistrates should not have increased the facilities 
when it was within their power to diminish them. 

57.352. (Dean Dickinson.) You think they do not do 
what they might do ? — Yes. 

57.353. (Chairman.) Have they power to refuse the 
sale of spirits? — No; but I do not think a spirit 
grocer’s license would last for 24 hours if they had not 
tho beer license with it. 

57.354. What is the practice? A grocer wants to 
get these licenses from the Excise, lioes he take out 
two licenses, one for spirits ancl one for beer P— Yes, ho 
takes them out when he gets the certificate signed by 
the magistrates ; but as a rule he does not take oat the 
spirit license until he gets the beer license; that is, he 
opeus them both together. 

57.355. You think the magistrates might act more 
strictly than they do in refusing their certificate for 
tho beer license P — Yes, I think they might have backed 
the recorder up, who has refused to increase tho 
facilities for drinking. 

Situation 57,358. Where are these licensed places mostly 
of spirit situated in Belfast ? — They are situated in the working 

grocers. class districts. I had a map prepared, which I shall 
hand in. In this map, in one district off the Balls Road 
in Belfast there are two what wo call beats. The 
radius of this map from the centre to the extreme of 
the map is about 360 yards. Tn this limit I find there 
are 20 public-houses and 23 spirit grocers, which 
makes 43, dotted all through back streets. I liave 
gone through these streets myself. Some of the houses 
that these licenses are granted to axe scarcely fit po 
live in, let alone to carry on the business of a spirit 


merchant. Some of them do not pay. I should think, 
more than tha'oe shillings, or at tho outside four 


shillings, a week rent. Other portions of the town are 
ns hail as those. (Sec Appendix III.) 


57,358. Conspicuously? — Yes. 


57,366. (Dean Dickinson.) Is he the county court 
judge?— The Recorder of Belfast is the county court 
judge for the county of Antrim, in which the greater 
portion of Belfast is. 


>7,367. (Chairman.) Is this the state of things? A Ha ' - 
magistrate is helpless in refusing a spirit license’ to a disenf- 
grocer, hut he may refuse a beer license to him ?.. -Ho 
has got tho discretion as regards beer. 


57,368. He is bound os to spirits ? — Yes. 


' 57,35 7. (Mr. Whorl on.) Has a man who bolds the 

spirit grocer’s license to advertise that fact over his 
door ? — Yes. 


57,359. I did not know whether he only kept his 
house as a small grocer's, and then by virtue of the fact 
that ho got a license sold without advertising the fact ? 
— Ho is obliged to put over his door tho faot. 


57,361. Most of their business is done in beer? — Yes. 
The other portion of the city I wish to refer to is just 
the opposite side of tho town, a place called Ballpnac- 


enrratt. In this place the spirit grocers and beer 
dealers increased in eight yeoxB from 24 to 115, while 
the publicans’ licenses, which were granted by tho 
Recorder sitting aloue, only increased from 48 bo 50. 
Licensing 57,362. Then is there a clashing of authority betweon 
authority the Recorder and tho magistrates ? — There is not a 
in Belfast, clashing of authority, because tho Recorder has nothing 
to do with the granting of spirit grocers' licenses, and 
the magistrates have nothing to do with tho granting of 
the publicans' licenses. 

57.363. There is a clashing of jurisdiction, so to 

speak, between one bench of magistrates and another ? 
— Yes. Tlio magistrates are increasing tho spirit 

grocers’ licenses, while the Recorder is doing the reverse 
with the publicans’. 

57.364. Is one bench of magistrates encouraging 
grocers' licenses, and another bench of magistrates 
discouraging them P — -It is not exactly different benches 
of magistrates, but it is one authority. The magistrates 
of the county do not sit with the Recorder. Tho- 
Recorder sitting alone grants the publican’s license, and 
the magistrates sitting in licensing sessions grant the 
other. 


57,305. Who presides over the magistrates sitting in 
'Esi-:us, Hie county court judge? — No, the senior 


57,370. While tlio Recorder has somewhat reduced 
the publicans’ lioonses in Bolfast, tho magistrates give 
their certificates to tho spirit grocer to sell spirits and 
beer throughout tho city ? — They do. 


57,371. And they arc increasing the number of them 
of late years to a great extent P — They are. There is 
no doubt of that. 


57,372. Is it your opinion that the good which I 
suppose you would say the Recorder was doing is 
nullified by the action of tho magistrates ? — I consider 
that is a fact. I consider that the action of the magis- 
trates in attaching a valuable license like the lieer 


have refused it, has demoralised the women in Belfast, 
and has been the oause of more drunkenness than all 
the public-houses iu Bolfast put together — home drink- 
ing, I should say, not drunkenness. 

57,373. Besides subjecting the grocers’ license to 
restrictions in the point of suitability of their houses, 
and raising their qualification, you would do more, and 
you would givo tho magistrates full power over the 
spirit branch as well as over the beer branch ? — Yes ; I 
would add the other condition as to the number of 
licensed houses already existing. 


57,374. Coaid you point us to the statute where the 
magistrates have power to refuse the beer liccnso to a 
spirit grocer, and cunnot in tho case of a spirit license? 
— I think it is the Beer Houses (Ireland) Act, tho 1882 
Act. 


57,375. By the Act of 1882, 45 & -46 Viet. c. 34, 
it is enacted that “The licensing justices shall beat 


57,360. (Chairman.) What is thoir turnover with 
regard to groceries in those small houses ?— I should 
think it is very small indeed. I think it is very small 
on account of the size of the house. They have not 
room for much. 


“ liborl.y, . . . in their free and unqualified discretion, 
“ cither to refuse the certificate to any liceuso for salo 
“ of beer by retail to be consumed olf, oil any ground 
“ appearing to thorn to bo sufficient, or to grant the 
“ same to bucIi personas they, in the execution of their 
“ statutory powers and tho exercise of their discretion, 
“ deem fit and proper ” P — Yes. 


57,376. They do not exercise that unqualified dis- 
cretion in Belfast ? — I am afraid they only exeroi.su it 


valuable, because I understood you to say that in 
Belfast the people wore taking more to beer and to 
porter than they were to spirits ? — That is so. Of 
course, the other point of its being valuable is because 
the magistrates have the power to refuse it, so that it 
creates an interest in their license which a spirit grocer 
has nob got. There is no property in a spirit grocer’s 
license at all. 


57,378. (Mr. Young.) You would take away from tho 
magistrates of the city thoir licensing authority so far 
as grocers’ licenses are concerned ? — As to spirit grocers 
and beor dealers, I would. 


57,379. And yon would have the tribunal the county 
court judge or the recorder P — In Belfast tho Recorder. 


57,380. (Chairman.) Yon say tho magistrates have Disereli* 
not power to refuse the spirit license to a grocer — the asto*F c 


certificate by which they grant the excise liceuse for g™* 1 ** 
the sale of spirits ; they have not power to refuse that 


57.381. Is that a statatablo provision? — Yos. 

57.382. Couid you refer to it P — I should have men- 
tioned that that is at the annual licensing sessions. 
During tho interval between the annual licensing 
sessions the magistrates have a power to refuse this 
spirit grocers’ license ; but when it comes to tho annual 
licensing sessions a man serves a notice, and his 
character is good, and ho has got a house, and the 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 

Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 


MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. 


55 


magistrates havo no option in the matter but to grant because I believe that the banks aro advancing r 
him the license. now for tho same purpose. 

57,383. If it has been granted in a sort of inter- 57,398. Cannot tho magistrates open up those 
modiste state in the meantime ? — Oh, no; they cannot actions, which are, so to speak, behind the scei 


sessions they hare absolutely no option in the matter. 
They most, grant it. 

57,384. (Sir William Houldsmurth.) Could you give 
ns the statutory provision which says they hare no 
power to refuse the license ? — 1 cannot refer to it. 


uiuuiu— — j • — -i . e scenes ? — ' 

grant it in tho intervening time unless it is a case of The only thing the magistrates could do in case a spirit 
urgency— exceptional circumstances. But at licensing grocer did not produce his license would be to tine him 
sessions they nave absolutely no option in the matter, for not producing it. He is obliged to do so when hi 


_ 57,399. You would impose a fine for tho non-produc- 
tion of the license when ho is required to do so? — Yes. 


£7,385. I am taking it as a fact, but I want to know the magistrates have that power already. 


what the authority is?— I will look it up. .1. cannot 57,400. (Hr. Younger.) There would bo no difficulty, 


recollect the section of tho Act at present. The reason would there, even supposing die loan existed, in the 
I know that they have not the power is that the Tr «. — i„ i .u,. 


-- - . , , producing the license if it were only known that 

grounds of objection that tho police can make to the the justices demanded it ?— There might be difficulty or 

grant of a grocer s license are tho unsuitability of the the day on which he was summoned, 

premises and the character of the applicant alone. It 


premises nnci tne cuaracter oi tne applicant aione. 

fs 27 & 28 Viet. o. 35. s. 3. - . ,-~- r r 

, ... t • l. * a -it t. q no difficulty about that if wo were known to be a 

or, 388.1s it on Irish Aofc ?— Yes. It is suction 3. Moeaity P-I sioald think tkov wmU not, but in 

57,387. (Mr. Young.) This question has been argued some eases there may be sumo difficulty, 
in the Dublin Courts, and it has been decided that they . , . . 

have no power to refuge?— It has. It went to the . (Wurman.) Is there any practice of adjourn- Three 

tha Tiinn ■M'nio mg the magistrates court iu favour of tho applicant for months' 


Court of Queen's Bench in' the case 'of the Zion Mills, in $ the “agistrntos’ court in favour of tho applicant for months' 

I think. In fact, a mandamus was issued compelling ,7 0a , t ^ k f n Moeption ?— The oaragtiM 

them to grant this license. 


u several occasions done so when a 


application was made at the annual licensing sessions license. 


57,388. (Chairman.) That goes to show that they f or a new beer dealer's lioense. The police have 
have no power to refuso a spirit license at the annual opposed on the ground that the man was not three 


'licensing sessions, but at the interim sessions they have mouths in occupation. This is u condition attached to 

power to refuse, because the interim application is only the granting of a beer dealer’s license, which prohibits 

made upon special grounds P — Yes. M,;. n™.. —»:i i.~ »>.. s- 


the granting of this license until lie is three months in 


J9. If tho special grounds are not proved to the exclusive occupation of the premises. 


satisfaction of the magistrates they have the discretion 
of refusing ? — Yes, if it seems fit to them. 


57,403. That would apply to u grocer ? — No, to a 
beer dealer only. 


M,Ge 57,390. Continuing your suggestions, we have dealt w , .. , . . . . 

Sr 55: as:; 


beer dealer, and of course to a spirit grocer who wishes 


SS5 1 « in ..ccZfS “ becomcboth. Th.r, i, thi. oottffifcn, 

prosecution for breach of the law almost impossible. *?.“® f ”p W 

Packages and boxes of goods arc erected in the shop iu ob J e ®‘ whlob 1 ™ a ™ ludod “ th . e Act ® f Parl ¥^ 
such a way that the public can go in behind them, and bel . u S * hre « moufcb , 8 111 P^sion. The magis- 

can drink there. The police mmnot see anything of ad J uar ^ d 

this kind going on from the street, and consequently heBr ®S of this case for a month in order to enable the 
it is almost impossible to get a conviction agiinst a *° J 18 bls “f jouemaan. This of 


this kind going on from the street, and oonsoqncntly DBarm S “ «« <*“ t , or a , moM . n U1 ora « “ « 

it is almost impossible to get a conviction against a ™" to 1x5 ^is regular time m possession. Thu 
spirit grocer in Belfast. They lmve also scouts outside °°? r8e «**“ tbat * 10 “J™ 1 . ^censing sessions 
tEo dew To watch the approach of men whom we detail ’ w ^rn” 

s , • i ‘ 1* _* fbio only be granted then. We think that that condition 

n. plain elotl os to might possibly be taken away ; that is, that ho should 

The prosecutions are very often unsuccessful. be ^ mont 4 exclusively in occupation. 

57.391. (Mr. Young.) Have the police tho right of . . . ... 

entry P— Yes 57,405. The magistrates give liun time, so to sp« 

, , . . . . . .. . to qualify?— 'Che magistrates say that it is hard c 

57.392. (Chaipnan.) The scouts give information of nmn who happens to bo only two months in o< 


57,405. The magistrates give him time, so to speak, 
to qualify? — 'Che magistrates say that it is hard on a 


57.392. (Ohaimwin.) The scouts give information of nmn who happens to be only two months in occu- 

• tb® approach of the police P— Yes. We think the fines pat ion, when tho annual licensing session comes, that 

; lOBuctioD. which are inflicted when a conviction is obtained with fc e cunnot gec tliiB ii oon30j aad consequently they 

a great deal of troublo axe not m proportion to the adjourn the hearing of the ease until he has been a 

j offenco. certain time in possession. 

57.393. "Would you therefore raise the minimum fine ? 57,406. Is it an offence for a man to be found drinking Drinking 

— I would raiso the fine on the spirit grocer and beer : n a spirit grocer's shop ? — No, it is not. We consider on spirit 
dealer to 40«. that it ought to be mode an offence. grocers’ 

57.394. What is tho fine imposed now? — I think they 57,407. It is an offoneo for the man who servos, but P rcnlisea> 

can fine anything they like. not for the mau who drinks. You would impose a 

57.395. There is no minimum P— No. penalty on the man who drinks os well as on the man 

err onr . tr -, r s -nr who serveB P — I think on both. I do not think that tho 

67, 3». (Mr. r«mj.) Would it not uaiat to onro thi. nim „ ho se „, , konia fte ouly pE „ m , hould 


— I would raiso the fine on the spirit grocer and beer ; n a spirit gr 
dealer to 40«. that it ought 

57.394. What is the fine imposed now? — I think they 57,407. It : 

can fine anything they like. not for the 

57.395. There is no minimum P — No. penalty on tl 

57.396. (3fr. Young.) Would it not assist to cure this ” ^ whoTell 

matter if the spirit grocer were bound to sell only in punished 
corked vessels ? — A spirit grocer can sell in whatever p ' 

way he likes, so long as it is consumed off the . 57,408. Ini 
premises. licensing sea 


57,408. Finally, I would ask you as to the annual Canvassing 
licensing sessions. Do you observe that there is a very of magis- 


it ii . , r ,, . , , . ... ... large attendance of magistrates at the annual licensing trates. 

| Wtarf 67.397 A. to thae rant gioors „ J( on , J_ Tra , I uolij. that ut th« mrnhl Ii<um»4 

?w licenses, in whose hands are they ? Are they in the ; „„ i i. 


Uceuses in whose hands are they ? Are they in the se8 . ion8 nitrates attend and sit on the bench whom 
hands of largo traders and spirit dealers P-I think j y0ry Beldom Bea th(jre at any other t5mo of the ycar . 


^ the great m$rity of to licenses are in the hands of 1 T* ™ “ 7 °? er ° f T y 'T 

tho wholesalo mon in Belfast, not in the sense of their 57,409. Havo you any reason to suppose that these 

being exactly what is known in England as a tied magistrates are canvassed to vote for a particular 

house, but owing to the monoy for the purchase of house ? — I should think that it is extremely probable, 
those houses having been advanced by the wholesale 57,410. Can you speak of your own knowledge, or 
men with some sort of understanding — I do not know from what you are credibly informed, as to the practice 
whether it is a condition or not, attached — that tho 0 f canvassing the magistrates in Belfast,? — I really 
liquor shall bo bought from that particular wholesale believe that they arc canvassed on both sides. 

SS »Mil fl» “ p? 14 "P- 57,411. 1. U» Kocord.r and ?_Nc , T m „,r. 

I that I think something of that kind occurs is that very , . . ’ _ 

often a spirit grocer is proseonted in court, and asked ' 

to bring liis licoime, and ho is not able to produce it, 57,412. Are the mnmstratQ3 ? — I should thiuk the 

his license havintr been in all probability deposited as magistrates are. on both sides. That is, both for and 

.1.1, .v?. r r _i. ...O Tn fact, one of the mairist.raf.Aa triM Aft.l,. 


from whom the money was against. In fact, ono of the magistrates told 


borrowed. Of course I do not say the licenses are 
altogether in the hands of those wholesale men, 


district inspectors that he had been asked to vote for a 
particular license. I think in connection with that, I 
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Mr. II. would recommend that the fact of doiug such o thing 
Morell. should disqualify au applicant altogether, 
ri , 57,413. (Mr. Younger.) What would you do if his 

ar ' friends canvassed?— I would disqualify him also. 

Canvass- 57,414. It would he rather hard on him, would it 
tug. not ? Because a man might go and pretend to ho a 

friend of his, wheu he really did not want him to get a 
license? — I presume he could be prosecuted in the 
civil court, if he did such & thing as that. 

57.415. (Mr. Grinling) Is it not a matter of fact that 
when a Bill affecting the liquor traffic comes before tho 
House of Commons, the members are canvassed on hoth 
sides, by parties antagonistic to the trade and parties 
in favour of the trade ? — I do not think that in that 
ease, though, there is any criminal proceeding pending, 
or anything of that kind. The granting of a public- 
house liccnso is a different thing from a Bill before 
Parliament. 

57.416. But it may affect the trade just os seriously ? 
—Yes. 

57.417. (Mr. Younger.) If you disqualified the trader 
who applied for a license, you would have in some way 
to puuiah the man who canvassed against that license — 
ho would lose nothing unless you punished him in souio 
other way? — I do not think the magistrates should he 
canvassed by any one. 

57.418. Tho publican who is canvassing, or his friend, 
has something to lose ; the other man has nothing to 
lose? — A publican has nothing to lose. He has not 
got anything. 

57.419. Ho has tho prospect of getting that which 
might be very valuable? — well, yes. 

57.420. (Chairman.) I suppose you would say there 
was a difference between a legislator and a magis- 
trate ? — I should think there is. 

57.421. 1 really donolwantto argue it, but would not 
yon also say, as the question has been asked you, that a 
legislator does not deal with a particular c&so in the 
same way that it would be dealt with in the case of a 
magistrate? — I should think that if the practice of 
canvassing were continued in Ireland, and that if tho 
people got to know that if Mr. So-and-so nsed his 
influence, a man would get a license, it wonld destroy 
nil confidence in the administration of the law. 

67.422. (Mr. Voting.) The magistrates ure placed in 
an administrative position, whereas members of the 
House of Commons are iu a legislative position, and 
there is no parity between the two ? — It does not seem 
to mo that there is much. 

57.423. It is the business of the magistrates simply 
to administer tho law ? — Yes. 

57.424. It is the business of tho others to create or 

j make the law P — Yes. 

57.425. So that canvassing is a different thing in the 
two positions P — No doubt of it. 

56.426. (Mr. Grinling.) It is desirable in the one, and 
not desirable in the other P — I am not familiar with the 
House of Commons proeodure. 

0 mating 57.427. (Chairman.) Assuming that the spirit grocers’ 
of off- and the beer dealers’ licenses are to remain under the 
licensis. present system, do you think that as an improvement 
of the law, t hose licenses should be granted in a di ffereut 
way to what they are at present, and at a different 
time to what they are at present ? Do yon think, for 
instance, they should be grunted at the annual licensing 
sessions exclusively P — Certainly ; I think they should, 
and of courao, as I am suggesting, by the recorder. 
Notice of 57,428. Should the petty sessions have notice of what 
applies- are granted ? — Assuming that the law is to remain as it 

liema. is at present, I think that a notice should be served on 
the petty sessions olerks, so that not only the petty 
sessions clerks but the magistrates cun have the whole 
particulars as to the size of the house, &c., before them 
on a printed form, the same as is done in the cases that, 
go before the recorder. I have brought a form of that 
kind here, in case you may wish to aco it. 

57,429. Do you hold that it would bo more difficult 
for them to orr or make a mistake us to the bouse ? — I 
think if they were all before the magistrates they could 
consider all thcBO cases together: midiC they wore going 
to grant any exceptional beer dealers' licenses of any 
kind, having tho wholo of the facts before them, the 
names of the applicants, and the size of the house, and tho 
situation of tho street, they could then select whatever 


they considered wonld be tho best one or two licenses to tr 
grunt out of these. Mire' 

57.430. Could they not do that now ? — I do not think 

that under the present law there is anything compelling 
the applicant to serve suoli a notice. b 

57.431. ( Sir Algernon West.) Yon gave us some rather Habhul ' 
startling statistics about habitual drunkenness, and the drnekjri. 
number of convictions ; and I think you said that tou 
considered tho present law perfectly inadequate to deal 

with it ? — I do. 

57.432. Then you suggested that powers should be 
giveu to the magistrates after a certain number of con- 
victions within a certain time to sentence to six months' 
imprisonment P — Yes. 

67.433. Are you of opinion that six months imprison- 
ment is sufficient to cure un habitual drunkard P 1 do 

not think it would cure him, but I do not think an 
habitual drunkard is a man who likes six months hard 
labour ; and if he is a man who has not been much in 
prison but has been able to pay fines, he would find that 
the six months imprisonment with hard labour is not 
pleasant. 

57.434. Six months imprisonment would hnve no 
deterrent effect or curative effect afterwards, would it? 

—That is a thing upon which I really could not offer un 
opinion. 

57.435. You have not studied the question of foreign 
countries ns regards habitual drunkards ? — I have 
not. 

57.436. But you say tho present law is perfectly in- 
adequate? — Perfectly inadequate. OF course, the 
magistrates might have the power of adding a condition 
binding the man to the peace at the expiration of the - l 
time, and if he was not able to find sureties, he should 

get an additional six months in default of bail. 

57.437. (Viscount dc Vesci.) Would you be iu favour Black lut I 
of putting restrictions in the way of habitual drunkards ofdrrni : 
obtaining liquor in any way? It has been recom- anh 
mended and suggested here that a list of habitual 
drunkards might be furnished to license holders, and 

that the lioenso holders should he prohibited, as far as 
posable, from selling liquor to them. Would that be 
feasible in a place like Belfast? — I think in a place 
like Belfast it might work for some time, but as the 
town gradually became larger — supposing it got to the 
size of Glasgow — I think it would havo very little 
offeet. I think at present it is a good idea. 

57.438. The town is on tho incroaso and likely to 
absorb all the suburbs ? — It has done so already. 

57.439. And probably will in tbo future ? — Yes. 

67.440. Would you be in favour of a condition which Licensed 
has been exacted by the magistrates in Scotland, pro- premise 
venting any interior communication between the 
private premises of the license holder and tho public- dweUinj- 
house? — I do not think that would work in Ireland, boMS *' 
especially iu the country districts. I do not see how a 

man could bo compelled in a poor clasB of house to 
separate his dwelling-house from the place in which he 
carries on his ordinary trade. 

57.441. I understand that it works this way in 
Scotland. At the time for closing, he locks the door; 
he has to go round to another entry to get to his own 
part of the house, and he is not allowed to bo on the 
premises during closing hours?— I have already sug- 
gested aB regards spirit grocers’ and beer dealers’ 
premises that they should bo absolutely and entirely 
separate from the dwelling premises, and I do not see 
why it should not work as regards publicans in large 
towns. 

57.442. You think it might bo enforced with regard 
to public-houses? — I think it might. I did not 
consider tho question before, but I think it might. 

57.443. (Bean Bickinaon.) Do you know that it is Sund»j 
20 years ago since tho Irish Sunday Closing Act was closing, 
passed as a tentative measure for four years P — I 
believe so. 

57.444. And it has been renewed under a Continuance 
Act since P — Yes. 

57.445. You aro aware also that there was a house-to- Plebisci“ 
house canvass taken in 1882 ? — I believe there was. ia l 88J - 

57.446. In Belfast the voting was this : “ Aro you 
“ in favour of the entire closing of public-houses and 
" beer shops and spirit groceries on Sunday ? Yes, 

“ 23,958 ; No, 2,912” — the majority iu favour of 
total Sundav closing being 21,046 P — Yes. 
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jj 57.447. This was a house to lion se canvass; that is, 
j i'll of ratepayers. I do not intend to trouble yon with 

statistics as to other places, as to which witnesses will 

ngju. be called. With respect to working men’s clubs, you 
think that there would not be much demand on tho 
part of the working men of Belfast for the establishment 
of these clubs ? — I do not think the working men of 
Belfast are of the class who would desire them. 

57.448. Do you think working men's clubs ought to 
bit licensed, registered, and open to inspection P — That 
is a question which I have not gone into, bat, speaking 
at present, I should think that they should not. I do 
not sec why the working men’s clubs should be pnt on 
a different footing. 

57.449. I am not proposing that. I hold that there 
should bo equal law for rich and poor. Do you think 
that all clubs, what we call in Loudon West find clnbs, 
should be licensed, registered, and liable to inspection, 
and that there shonld be perfect equality on that point ? 

In that point of view, do you not think it might bo 
some safeguard that working men's clubs should be 
registered, licensed, and open to inspection? — If it 
were done in one case, I should support its being dono 
in all. but, as far as Belfast is concerned, there are no 
such things as bogus olubs. 

Licenses 57,450. With respect to licenses for drinking on 
for steamers, who should be held responsible for allowing 

picsenger drunkenness or the giving of urink to intoxicated 
tk«c's. persons on board a steamer ? — The owner of tho steamer, 

I should think. 

57.451. The company ? — They hove tho license. 

57.452. It is very difficult for a company to control 

i it. I suppose they should be held responsible for tho 

mismanagement? — Any prosecution that might be 

I instituted would be instituted against tho person who 

had the license. 

57,453. Is the license held in the name of the company 
or of the secretary ? — Of the secretary of the company. 

57,454. Then be is tho person who would be 
responsible ? — Certainly he would bo. 

Public 57,455. One does see drunken people sometimes on 
improve- steamers. When those public-houses were taken down 
units and for the benefit of tho town and for the construction of 
eompoosa- new streets, did the publicans receive compensation in 
>»»• respect of the property — the houses themselves ?— 1 They 

did. 

57,45(1. Did they receive any compensation in respect 
of the licenses? — In some cases they did. They got 
another license. 

57,457. Were they allowed by the magistrates to 
I transfer their licenses to somo other part of tho town ? 

— Not exactly somo other uurt of the town, but they 
were allowed by the Recorder to transfer the license to 
a placo convenient to tho district in which tho old 
house had been pulled down. 

57,458. Was that done in all eases P — -I think it was. 
No, I think, perhaps, there wore one or two cases in 
which the license lapsed, but I am not quite sure about 
that. 

57,459. You cannot recollect any instance in which 
compensation was given by the corporation in respect 
of the license? — Tho corporation dia not give compen- 
sation for licenses. 

57,460. But, in respect of the houses, who gavo 
compensation P — The corporation. Tho license is not 
taken into consideration in the compensation that is 
given. 

57,461. Not taken into consideration at allP — No. 

57,462. They either lapsed ’or were transferred? — 
Yes. 

57,463. Yon said you did not know of any instance 
‘ l0 ° - of adulteration of whislcy in Belfast. Have you heard 
of any adulteration of whisky in the more rural neigh- 
bourhoods? — No; 1 do not believe the adulteration of 
whisky would pay. 

57,464. The adulteration of something that pretends 
to be whisky ? — I do not think they could pnt any 
it . cheaper stuff into it at present than they are doing ; 

so that I do not think there would be any advantage in 
mixing vitriol, or anything of that sort. 

57,465. I did not say vitriol P — Well, anything of the 
kind. They can buy whisky so cheaply now. 

57,466. I handed a letter to tho analyst at Somerset 
House from a gentleman in Belfast who was left 
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executor for a publican, and who found recipes amongst, Mr. h. 
tho assets for the manufacture of this stuff, and nlso Moreli. 

specimens of tho stuff itself, which ho said ns regards 1 

the odour of it might have beeu taken from a sewer. 29 Mar. ’98 

Have you heard of any instance of that ? — I have 

not hoard of auv iustance of liquor being adulterated; 
in fact, 1 think that tho liquor that they sell in Belfast 
is better than it is in other places. 

57,4*17. I am not talking of liquor manufactured by 
distillers, but of liquor made up in an illicit way ? — 

You are speaking of spirits. 

57.468. {Mr. Walh'r.) Yon are prepared to testify to Sources of 
tbe general respectability of the licensed victualler in drunkeu- 
Bell'ost ? — Yes, I can give a very high character to the ness* 
way in which they conduct their houses. 

67.469. You do not for one moment say that drunken- 
ness proceeds from the licensed victuallers' houses of 
Belfast? — I wonld not go so fur as that. I say that the 
main drunkenness is caused by the spirit groceries. 

57.470. Do you charge the licensed victuallers with 
the drunkenness of Belfast ? — I would not charge them 
altogether with it, but I think they have something to 
do with it, because if there were no pnblic-honses open 
and no facilities for getting drink I do not suppose there 
could be any drunkenness. 

57.471. I understood the tenor of your evidence to be 
that the drunkenness was caused by the increased and 
increasing number of beer licenses attached to grocers' 
shops ? — Yes, that is one of the reasons. 

57.472. Ib not that the chief P — It is, I think, because 
the drunken habits are acquired tbou. 

57.473. I take it from you, ns an experienced officer, 
that the public-house licensees in Belfast are as re- 
spectable os it is possible to find any class of men ?— I 
think so. 

57.474. In the table of drunkennoss that number is 
swollen very considerably in consequence of persons 
charged having boen convicted an immense number of 
times ? — Yes, I should think that would have something 
to do with it. 

57.475. Have yon thought it worth whilo to comparo 
Belfast with any other city, say Glasgow, us to the 
relative causes of drunkenness? Are not the police in 
Belfast almost double the number to the population 
that they are in Glasgow P — The police in Belfast 
number 940. 

57.476. And in Glasgow? — I cannot speak officially. 

57.477. 1,320 P — I have a return here, and I presume 
it is light. 

57.478. With a little more than double tho population? 

— Yes. 

57.479. In answer to his Lordship, you said the police Arrests for 
did not make ao many arrests for drankonness. Did drunken- 
that imply that the police neglected that port of their uess. 
duty ? — No, but I think that the police have now taken 

a more sensible view of their duty than they did before. 

We do not consider it necessary that becanso a man ia 
slightly under the influence of drink he shonld he locked 
up. If he is able to get home without danger to 
himself or without annoying the public, we think he 
should be allowed to do so. 

57.480. The decrease of drunkenness is due to that ? 

— That is one of the reasons. It is the decrease in tho 
arrests for drunkenness, I should say. 

57.481. When we speak of drunkenness, we speak of 
the arrests for drunkenness. Do you mean to imply 
that there is a great deal of drunkenness that is not 
noticed officially P — There is a great deal of drinking 
that we cannot interfere with. 

57.482. Is not there a better state of things naturally 
arising from a higher appreciation of life altogether 
than there was 10 or 20 years ago? — As far os my 
experience of Belfast goes, there is a great improvement 
in that respect to what tlaero was when I came there 11 
years ago. I believe that the people now think it would 
be more of a disgrace to be seen drunk. Tho people 
nro a well-dressed and hard-working lot, and I think 
they are certainly improving in that respect in Belfast. 

57.483. You stated your opinion that chink was the Connexion 
cause of crime. What is tho class of crime you refer of drink 
to ? I understood you to speak of cruelty to children, and crime. 
Was that the only crime ? — I tried to get statistics as 

to that ; but it was impossible to do so. My opinion 
on that subject is formed from mv attendance at police 
courts and recorders' courts, and I also consulted the 
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Mr. H. head constable in charge of the polioo station, beforo 
Mordl. whom these prisoners are always brought when they 
arc drunk. 

29 Mar. 98 57,434. y on are no t prepared to charge ordinary 

~ drunkenness with the fanlts of the serious crimes of the 
country, such as arson and murder ?— I think myself 
that in very many coses drunkenness is certainly the 
cause of some of tne3e offences which you have named. 

57,455. Would it bo your opinion that a man often 
gets drunk or takes more than is necessary in order to 
give him courage to perpetrate what he intends to do ? 

— No, I should not say so. 

57,486. That is not your opinion ? — No. 

Supply of 57,487. With respect to the public-houses termed by 
food with yon drinking shops, has it come under your experience 
drink. that when the Bodegas were established in London 
the magistrates imposed a condition that they should 
not supply liquor without certain food ; so that, when 
a customer entered, they forcod upon him a small 
biscuit before they would supply him with drink. 
Would not that be the case in Bolfosb if that wero 
enforced P — Do you mean on the publicans ? 

57.488. Yes. Would not there be subterfuges 
adopted to evade any law of that kind ? — I dare say 
there would. 

57.489. (Doan Dickinson.) Not if they are the respec- 
table men you say they are? — Well, they are a 
respectable body. 

Restaur- 57,490. (Mr. Walker.) Supposing the public-housos 
ant". suddenly offered facilities for the consumption of food, 
would they not claim to he as much restaurants ns tho 
other Louses that receive that name P — Certainly they 
would. 

57.491. They would all become rcstaui-ants ? — Yes ; 
but I would raise the license. 1 would not allow a 
restaurant proper to get a license on tho same terms as 
I would a public-house. 

57.492. A witness here, speaking from experience, 
said that a customer may enter a restaurant, sit down 
and sake something trifling to eat. and have 40 glasses 
of whisky, if he thought proper ? — I do not suppose 
there is anything to prevent lum. 

57.493. Thou, as far as the consumption of liquor is 
concerned, there is no difference between the two 
establishments P — I should think in any case such ns 
you mention, of a man going into a restaurant and 
drinking a considerable quantity of whisky, if that 
fact were brought to tho notice of the magistrates who 
granted tho license they could refuse to renew it at 
the next sessions, on the ground that it was a drinking 
shop. 

57.494. I am not assuming that it is a case to bo 
found fault with. You do not deny that there is a 
groat deal of consumption of spirits and beer in 
restaurants P — There is a great deal. 

57.495. Why do they seek for the license if there is 
no trade ? — They hold tho publican's license at present 
in Belfast. 

57.496. Have not licenses been granted very freely 
to restaurants in Belfast P — No ; I should say not very 
freely. I only know of one additional license having 
been granted to a restaurant in five years. 

57.497. You aro willing to admit that there is really 
no difference between the two houses, if they both 
supply food ? — Both should supply food. 

57.498. Very often the restaurant drops the furnish- 
ing of food and becomes an ordinary public-house P — 
Yes. My reason for thinking that a supply of food 
should be given both iu restaurants and public-houses 
is that if a man takes food and a certain quantity of 
drink with it, it does not affect him so much as if bo 
takes it without having had anything to eat with it. 

Early 57,499. You spoke of closing licensed houses on 

closing on Saturday night at 10 o’clock. Would you be favourable 
Saturdays, to the closing of all shops of every description at that 
hour ? — I should think it would be a very good thing 
if they were closed at that hour. I would not be in 
favour of making it obligatory on them by law to close, 
but I think it would be a very good thing if they were 
all closed much before 10. 

57,500. Yon have admitted that there is little or no 
difference between the restaurant and tho public-house. 
Why should the restaurant, in your opinion, have the 
benefit of keoping open later than the public-house on 
a Satmday night P — My reason for that is this ; that it 
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would encourage people to go to a place where there Mr w 
was some other attraction besides drink. If a man goes Moult 
to tho theatre bo comes out at 10 o’clock at night and — ~ 

finds all the public-houses closed : I think there should 
be some pluce to which be could go and at which he 
could get supper, and, if necessary, drink with it. 

57.501. Of course, that is an assumption that it is not 
possible to get anything to eat in 11 public-house ?— A 
public-house would be closed according to my proposal 
at 10 o’clook. 

57.502. But still a restaurant which supplied liquor 
just as freely as a public-house should be allowed to 
keep open longer P — Yes. 

57.503. Have you any objection to give the reason of Sunday 
your suggestion that the public-houses should be open dosing, 
on Sunday only from 2 to 5 P — I consider that the public- 
houses being open from 2 to 5 on a Sunday, gives the 
people a reasonable time to obtain refreshments. 

57.504. Do you think they can drink sufficient during 
those three •hours to last them the whole day? — Yes. 

We also consider that it does not seem right that public- 
houses should be putting their customers out at the 
very same time that people arc going in to Divine 
service. 

57.505. Under tho present condition of things, you 
admit that thoro are 60 suspected houses in Belfast as 
shebeens or illicit places for the sale of drink ?— 

Yes. 

57.506. If the hours were curtailed to 2 till 5, would 
it not be calculated to increase those illicit establish- 
ments P — I should think that it would probably in- 
crease the illegal sale at spirit grocers’ establishments 
and at shebeens. 

57.507. That shows at once that it is a necessity 
rather to lengthen the hours than to curtail them?— I 
do not know that it would increase it to any very great 
extent. 

57.508. You have expressed your opinion that the 
respectable class of workmen would not encourage or 
connive at establishing, or purchasing, or dealing with, 
or visiting any of these illicit places ; and yet you arc 
afraid to trust them with legitimate established houses ? 

— No ; I do not think I am afraid to trust them. I do 
not believe that thu majority of working moil of Belfast 
are in Belfast at nil on Sunday. 

57,609. You do not think that tho respectable class 
of working men require those refreshments ? — I think 
where thoy got them is outside Belfast altogether, iu 
Bangor, and Larne and other seaside places on the 
Sunday. 

57.510. Do you not admit that curtailing tho hours 
is calculated to increase the establishment of those 
illicit places P Yon say that respectable workiug men 
would not encourage illicit establishments. Then ore 
they to be deprived because thoy are more or less of a 
higher standard? Aro they to submit to self-denial 
more than the class who would readily take advantage 
of any opportunity ? — As a matter of fact, the public- 
houscs are very little used on Sunday in Belfast, and I 
think we should give the people who arc in tho public- 
houses, the barmen and the owners, and everybody 
else, a couple more hours to themselves on Sundays. 

That is another reason for it. 

57.511. Do you say, as believing it, that holidays are 
tho cause of drunkenuess? — 1 am curtain of it’. On 
the occasion of tho 12th of July in Belfast, which is a 
general holiday there, there would be more drunkenness 
on that day and tho next day than there would be on 
any other two days in the week. 

57.512. In that case you would have to keep people 
always employed P— I think it would be a good thing if 
they were employed. I do net say on Saturdays, but 
I think these general holidays aro the cause of 
drunkenness. 

57.513. Tho very reverend dean spoke of the plebiscite 
that was taken in 1882. Can you tell me in what 
manner that canvass was made P — No, 1 cannot. 

57.514. Was it made by personal visits to houses and 
asking orally, and then putting the number down?— I 
understand tho peoplo who managed the plebiscite will 
give evidence. I am not sure about it. I did not 
inquire into it. 

57.515. Had it anything to do with the police ? — I do 
not think we had anything to do with it. 
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57.516. It had no official standard P— No, I do not 57,538. (Mr. By slop.) I have a few questions to put 

think so. to you arising out of the evidence you nave given to ns 

57.517. {Dean Dickinson.) There were formal returns to-day which I should he obliged if yon would answer, 

to the House of Commons r — Yea. ' T> - ,c — * - — 1 ejn — 


57.518. (Mr. Walker.) You have also given it as 
your opinion that public-houses increase in value very 
considerably. What do you really think that is due 
to ? Is it due to a stronger feeling of scourity ? — Yes. 

57.519. A better order of things ; more respect for 
law and order? — No, I think mainly on occonnt of the 
non-granting of other public-house licenses. 


I notice that in Belfast you have 649 publicans’ licenses ' 
granted f — Yes. 


_ 57,539. In addition to those you have 4-15 grocers’ 
licenses ? — Yes, that is so. 

57,540. That would make a total of licenses granted 
of 1.094 ?— Yes. 


57.520. We have evidence that restaurant licenses 
have been granted freely ? — Oh, no ; I did not say 
that. I said there was only one restaurant license 
granted in the last five years. It is the spirit grocer9 
I am speaking of. 

57.521. One kind of liconso has been increased very 
considerably, and yet the pnlilic-houso licenses have 
increased in value?— The public-house license is, of 
course, different from the spirit grocer’s. 

57.522. Does not that exhibit tbe fact that there is 
a stronger feeling of security in the mind of the trade 
as to the value, and their right of possession ? — They 
always had that feeling in Ireland. The low there is 
different from what it is in England. 


57,541. In your experience of Belfast, do you find 
this number in excess of the requirements of the 
people P— We consider it is greatly in excess as regards 
the spirit grocers. 


57,542. Would you show us in what way you consider 
the 649 publicans’ licenses nre in excess of the require- 
ments of the people F — The 649 publicans’ licenses we 
do not consider excessive. 


57,543. It is the 445 spirit grocers’ lioenses P — That 
is what we object to. 


57,544. I notice you have spoken most favourably oE 
tbe publicans as to the way they have conducted their 
business in your city ? — Yes. 


the 


57,523. It was never demonstrated so dearly until 
of The Queen v. Clitheroe P — Yes. 


remitting 57,524. You gave your opinion that n drunken mail 


being found on licensed premises, ipso facto the pub- 
lican was guilty of an offence P — It is only a suggestion. 

57,525. How far nre you prepared to enforce thatP 
A man may come from the street suddenly into a house, 
seat himself before anybody can possibly notice him ; a 
constable comes in and discovers him — is that to bo 
treated as a serious offence P — A public-house is a place 
meant for tbe convenience of tbe public, and I do not 
think it ought to be made the resort of drunken people 
coming in. from the streets. I think any publican who 
wished to conduct his place properly would have a 
person at the door to see that these sort of people did 


57,54.0. May I take it that you could not suggest any 
alteration with regard to the licensing laws in that 
respect ; that these houses ore well conducted, and that 
yon cannot suggest any improvement ?— No. Except 
tho suggestions I have already made, I have nothing 
further to add as to how the public-houses could be 
better conducted than they are at present. 


57.546. With regard to the other 445 licenses you 
have spoken of, you thought they were a great evil in 
many respects ? — We do in every respect. 

57.547. There seems to be a disreputable system of 
selling spirits and beer as groceries? — There is no 
doubt that that exists. 


57,526. Yon wonld attach a condition that the pub- 


lican should have a s|>ccially appointed person to geo may call it an offence— tho spirit grocer, will naturally 


57,548. I notice that you have only given ns two 
cases out of the whole of that number that could be 
oharged with suoh an offence P — I havo given a reason 
why I can only give those instances. I consider I am 
very fortunate in being able to give those coses, on 
account of the difficulty of procuring evidoncc on such 
a subject. The party who commits the offence — if I 


that no drunken person catered P — IE ho wished to 
conduct his place pvoporly, I should think bo ought to 


do that. 


57.527. Do any of the large commercial establish- 
ments of Belfast supply refreshments to their boys, in 
tbe shape of spirits, beer, and wine P — Do yon mean 
licensed persons ? 

57.528. No; large commercial establishments ? — 
Where there are employes who live on the premises P 

57.529. Yes ; are there any ? — I could not say. The 
only ones that I know do not, I think. 

57,580. There are lai-go liuen establishments at Bel- 
fast, are there not P — Yes. 

57.531. You know of no instance P — Tho only instances 
I can speak of from momory at present are the Bauk 
Buildings and Amott’s, which are two large drapery 
establishments. 

57.532. Do they supply drink or give drink to their 
customers? — Ithonghtyousaid employes. The employes 
do not got anything. 

57,583. Have they established a counter or a bar on 
their premises for tuo supplying of their boys and their 
customers? — I do not know of any such case. It 
wonld not be allowed in Belfast. 

57,534. It is prevalent in Loudon — If they supplied 
their customers with tlrink, I should think it would be 
a shebeen. 


give no information to the police. The woman who 
receives the goodB as groceries will certainly not tell 
her husband and she will not tell the police, so that wo 
have no possible means of getting at it except from 
some prosecution that takes place. 


57,549. May I ask if the husband does not pay for 
these groceries P — He does, I presume. 

which he 


57,550. Is not that a very likely v 


He would inquire what ho had to pay for if ho founc 
in his book ? — He sees it put down in groceries 
total amount. 


tho 


57.551. There is where yon see the deception ?— Yes, 
it is a deception. 

57.552. Would it be fair, considering there are 445 
grocers’ licenses, on account of those two instances to 
brand the other 443 P — Certainly. I think the spirit 
grocers deserve no word of praise from mo because we 
know from our returns that they evade the law in every 
other respect, and if they do so in these other respects 
we havo no reason to arrive at any other conclusion 
than that they are evading tho law in this rospect. 

57.553. One pleasing part of your evidence is that 
you consider there is a slight decrease in drunkenness 
in the city of Belfast P — Yes, we do. 

57.554. You have ascribed that to three reasons I 
think ? — Yes. 


57,555. The first would be tbat they consume more 
57,535. They may give it to their customers ?— It beer and less sprits P— We think so. 
would bo practically selling it, because they would not _ „ ... . 

fit i 57,556. The next reason you say is the temperance 


give it to them for nothing. 

57.536. (Mr. Caino.) Have Arnott’s got a restaurant 
for the uao of their customers P— No, but they have a 
dining-room. 

57.537. For tho use of their customers? — No; for 
tliu use of tlieir employes. Kobinson and Cleaver have 


a restaurant for the use of their customers, bat there is 
no license attached, to it — no wine selling. 


societies? — Yes, and to the efforts of tbe clergy, and 
I may aay the Salvation Army very greatly. 

57,557. The last is that there is no chance of getting 
a new license — that no new licenses are to be obtained 
in the city, or very few P — I think there arc none; but I 
do not think that has anything to do with the action of 
the temporance societies, though they took part in 
opposing them. I think it ia solely on account of tho 
Recorder having put his foot down and said that he 
will grant no more licenses. 


Adjourned for a short time. 
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57.558. I think there is another groat factor that is 
bringing about temperance, and that is the spread of 
education P — Yos. 

57.559. Do you believe that that has an effect in 
your city P — I do believe it has. 

57.560. There is rather a confusing statement to me, 
and that is, you have attributed crime as the direct 
outcome of drink, and you have put it that 75 per cent, 
of the crimes committed in Belfast arc due to driuk ? — 
What I mean by crime is, of course, offences. You 
cannot class the offence of drunkenness itself as a 
crime, but it is still an offence for which tho police arc 
bound to arrest. 

57.561. I should like to know what test you apply to 
ascertain whether a crime or an offence that lrns been 
committed is the direct outcome of drink ?— As I said 
in my direct evidence there are no statistics available 
for the purpose. It is almost impossible to obtain any 
roliable statistics, and tho only evidence I can give is 
derived from the opinions of others. 

57.562. May I sum it up us guess-work ?— A good 
deal of it is. 

57.563. (Mr. Caino). Would you not rather infer, if a 
great number of criminals were drunk when arrested, 
that drink was tho cause of tho crimo ?— If drunk when 
arrested they would be prevented from committing an 
offence. 


57.578. (Mr. Hyalop.) Belfast is one of the exempted 
cities from Sunday closing P — Yes. 

57.579. You would suggest an alteration, that the 
houses of these publicans should be totally closed tne 
whole of Sunday? — No; we do not suggest that. 

57,589 Then you are not in favour of the Bill that is 
before Parliament at tho present timo to close them 
altogether P— No. Wo arc in favour of restricted hours 
from 2 o’clock to 5. 


Mr. H. 
Jlorii'. 


57.581. In your figures you have given for Sunday Slight 

drunkenness, charged with that offonco on that day, drank a,. 
412 cases ?— Yes, 1 think that is so. ’ near. 

57.582. Have you any knowledge of how theso 442 
cases, where tho houses were open, would compare in 
proportion to population with some other lame towns 
where tho houses are closed P — I have not ; but! should 
think a witness who comes after me will bo able to give 
you information as to a city in Ireland, Londonderry, 
where the public-houses arc closed, and a comparison 
could be arrived at. 

57.583. if we are to believe in tho good effect that 
this Act of 1870 has produced, we must believe that 
if you had Sunday Closing in Belfast you would got rid 
of the wholo of theso 442 cases P — L do not think you 
would. If yon closed them the whole week, I am sure 
wc should have plenty of work to do in arresting 
drunken people. 


57.564. (Dean Diohinson.) You do not find any 
temperance people amongst the criminals? — There 
have been. 

57.565. (Mr. Hyalop.) If the father of a family has 
been convicted for being drunk and afterwards the son 
commits an offonco, will he be charged with having 
committed that offence through tho direct outcome of 
drink because the father happened to have a conviction 
against, him for being drunk ? — I do not think the sins of 
tho fathers are visited on the children in that way. 

57.566. Have you soma experience of the general 
licensing system throughout the whole of Ireland?— 
~M~y experience is more in Belfast. 1 have served five 
years in the county of Kilkenny. 

57.567. Tho law is pretty similar throughout Ireland P 
— It is. 


57.584. I find from tho statistics that it had in 
Galway the curious effect that the closing of public- 
houses increased nearly double the number of drunken 
cases on n Sunday. Then the other question I have to 
put to you is this: There was evidence given by a 
witness last week that in the counties of Donegal, 
Galway, Mayo, and Sligo, illicit distillation was very 
prevalent ? — Yes. 

57.585. Would you explain the prevalence of theso 
illicit stills when thero is a plentiful supply in the 
houses in the neighbourhood P — I really do not know 
much about tho counties alluded to. I have only been 
travelling through them, not ou duty but on plonsnre 
occasionally. The only reason I could suggest is that 
the people in those places are so poor that they are 
very glad to raise money in any possible way they 


57.568. A proviou9 witness from Ireland gavo ns some 
figures with reference to tho total number of publicans’ 
licenses as boing 17,432 ; 14,074 holding Boven-day 
licenses? — Those aro,I presume, tho publicans altogether. 

57.569. Yes. I should like to ask you what can be 
tho reason for 14,074 out. of tliiB 17,432 holding seven- 
day licenses while thero uro only five cities exempted 
from tho Sunday Closing Act?— I could not answer 
that question. 

57.570. (Mr. Whittalcer.) They could not servo a bond 
fide traveller on Sunday if they had not a sevon-day 
license ? — They could not. Unless that is the reason, I 
do not think thoro is any othor reason. 

57.571. (Mr. Hyalop.) They contribute in some places 
a good dual to the revenue of tho town P — They have to 
pay more for tho soven-day license. 

57.572. With reference to Sunday closing, we havo 
had a good deal of evidence this morning, and 1 think 
you say it would havo a good effect P — Yos, I think it 
would. 

57.573. That is in Belfast?— Yes. 

57.574. You think the majority of tho people would 
ho against. itP — I should think iu Belfast tho majority 
would be in favour. 

57.575. Would a plebiscite of 21,000 out of 330,000 
inhabitants justify an alteration in the law with refo- 
renco to Sunday closing ? — Tho figures hero wore taken 
in 1882. 

57.576. Tho population would not bo so largo then as 
it is now ; but yon havo it that the population of 
Belfast is 330,000, wbilu I find the names recorded in 
favour of Sunday closing wore only 21,000 out of that 
number P — That was the point I whs going to mention. 
Before tho extension of the borough of Belfast there 
wore 56,376 houses iu it. 1 do not know whether this 
plebiscite was only taken of the householder, or taken 
of his family or not. 

57.577. (Dean Dickinson.) Householders P — If it was 
taken of tho householders it would bo, 1 suppose, about 
ono third of the number of the householders in tho 
city. 


57,588. Might I suggest to you that, tho restriction 
of closing these houses absolutely during tho Sunday 
has brought theso illicit stills into existence ? — I really 
could not offer nn opinion that would bo worth much. 

My own opinion would l>o that it; docs not occur 
through that. I should think it is for tho reason I say, 
that tho people aro so poor that thoy arc drivon in 
their extremity to mnko a few ponce. 

57.587. They aro so poor that they ore drivon to 
evade tho duty on the spirits P — It is for the purpose 
of selling, I believe, that they make this whisky, and 
not for drinking themselves. 

57.588. It must he either from tho restrictions or for 
evading the duty. You made a statement with 
reference to tho trains on Saturday, that the trains 
were frequently 'delayed by drunken passengers P— 

Yos. 

57.589. Is - that a frequent occurrence? — Yes. lam 
sure it is, especially with tho seaside trains. 

57.590. I thought the trains wero not allowod to 
carry drunken people — thnt the sober people would not 
have them?— I think it would be hard lines if they 
brought them down sober, and they came to the railway 
station by the last train to got homo that thoy should 
refuse to take thorn in, if they hod taken a little too 
much drink. 

57.591. That is a consideration for tho traveller. The 
How does the Loud fide traveller get on? — I think the bmdfi" 
bond fide traveller gets on remarkably well. I do not traveller, 
think anybody is hotter treated than ho is. 

57.502. Do you think it would bo n good thing to 
impose on the publican an increased obligation to put 
to him test questions with roforenoo to where he is 
going, and where he has been, aud bow far he has 
travelled ? — I think if ho wants to got a drink the bond 
fula traveller will gob a drink no matter what questions 
arc put to him. 

57,598. The question no doubt is put to him. . Do 
you not consider that sufficient ? — I do not think it is 
enough to ask a man where ho slept tho night before 
and then say Puss in. 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 

Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 


MINUTES OF EVIDENCE, 


61 


ft. 57,594 You think it would be quite enough to ask 
Verdi’ him to put his name in a hook — to write it, instead of 

' telling the landlord of the house ? — I think a man 

would hesitate before he wrote down an answer to a 
question which, if found out to be a false answer, would 
make him liable to a penalty of 10?. I think 10?. is 
the fine for falsely representing himself to be a bond 
fide traveller. 

57,595. In that way you think it is more difficult to 
write a lie than to toll ono ? — I think people hesitate 
in putting their name in writing if there is a pecuniary 
penalty attached to it. 

Ciabi. 57,596. Witli roferenco to clubs, have you many 
clubs in Belfast? — "you may say there are practically 
no clubs, except the better class clubs. 

57.597. The better class or residential clubs ? — Some 
of them are residential and some are not. 

57.598. Have you any of what aro commonly called 
bogus clubs ? — No bogus clubs. 

57.599. And yon have no desire or wish to put them 
under any restrictions whatever, as far as the present 
state of affairs is concerned P — We do not thiuK it is 
necessary to advise an alteration. 

57.600. Are the clubs allowed to sell spirits, wine, 
and beer to the subscribers ? — Yes. 

57.601. Do you think it fair to handicap the pub- 
lican in that way, to allow them to supply wine, beer, 
and spirits, and charge a very heavy duty and a heavy 
license on the publican?— I do not see why a club 
should not have to pay a license as well as a public- 
house. I should make it a reasonable license ; but I 
think they should have to pay something. It would 
put a stop, perhaps, to the formation of some bogus 
clubs. 

Hotels and 57,602. (Mr. Caine.) Would you he in favour of the 
restsor- law creating a special license for restaurants and hotels 
■ “><■ preventing their having a drinking bar, and providing 
that they should only supply liquor with meals P— I 
should be in favour of having a separate restaurant 
license, that is, with a condition attached to it that 
they should carry on their business as a restaurant or 
hotel as the case may bo. 

57,603. And prohibiting thorn from having open bars 
for the sale of drink only' ? — I think that that porhaps 
would be going rather too for. I should certainly not 
let them have a bar with a separate entrance. , 

57,604 In the same room with the restaurant ? — Yon 
must have it in a room somowhere. 

57.605. Where would the advantage be of creating a 
separate license unless you prohibited tlio bar, treating 
it in some way differently from an ordinary public- 
house? — The advantage is this, that if a man comes 
and applies for a restaurant license he may get it and 
may bond fide intend to cany on that business as far as 
ho is concerned. Then ho may transfer it to someone 
else, who shuts up the restaurant portion and turns it 
into an ordinary public-house. 

57.606. Would not it be a simpler thing to create ^ a 
special license prohibiting thoir doing so? — That is 
what T want a separate license made for the restaurant 
people for. 

57.607. Prohibiting them having an open barP — I 
would mako a eeparato entrance. 

Special 57,608. Do you think it would be a good thing if the 
'‘•editions licensing authority of Belfast had powers conferred on 
““chid them by law to make terms witli the licensee to be 
“censes, endorsed on the license ? — Conditions as to how they 
are to carry on their business ? 

57,609. Yes? — Such a condition under the present 
law has been held to be illegal. 

b 57,610. That is what I mean. Wo are here to con- 

r. sider amendments of the law, and I want to ask yon 

whether yon think it would be an improvement of the 
law if an Act were passed enabling the licensing 
authorities to endorse conditions on the license. The 
conditions might be scheduled to the Act, and we need 
not go into the details, but I want to ask you about 
the principle? — I should like to ask would those be 
conditions binding on evory person ? 

I 57,611. Certainly ? — Supposing the license were 

I transferred to somebody else. 

57.612. Certainly P— I think such conditions ought 
to bo in some some cases attached. 

57.613. Are yon aware that there is a Bill before the 
House just now, applied to Iroland, enacting the 


suspension of the issue cf all spirit grocers’ and beer Mr. H. 
dealers' licenses until this Commission has reported ? Morell. 
— Yes, I believe there is. 

57,614 Do yon think it would bo a good Act to pass ? Jtar^Oi 
— I think the sooner that Act is passed the better. We 
do not want a place like Belfast to be more honey- 
combed with this wretched class of licenses than it is at 
present. 

57.615. You think that considering there is so much 
talk of legislation in the air from this Commission or 
other sources that it would be wise to pass a general 
suspensory Act in Ireland of all licenses? — I certainly 
would go the length of saying it should be passed 
as to spirit grocers’ licenses. 

57.616. (Mr. Whiltalcer.) With reference to the can- Canvass- 
vassing of magistrates by applicants for licenses, may 1 ing- 
ask you if anyone has gone to the extent of canvassing 

you as chief of the police ? — I have been canvassed. 

57.617. That is carrying it pretty far, is not it ?•— I 
was rather surprised myself when the caso occurrod. 

67.618. (Mr. Caine.) How did yon meet it? — Well, 
the gentleman did not get his license. 

57.619. (Mr. Whittalcer.) Yon have expressed yourself Early 
in favour of the closing of public-houses at 10 o’clock on rinsing. 
Saturday ? — Yes. 

57.620. Would yon bo in favour of closing them at 
10 o'clock every night iu tlio weekP — Personally I 
should, but 1 may say that is not the opinion of the 
majority of the. officers in Belfast. 

57.621. That is your own personal opinion? — Yes, 
that is my own personal opinion. 

57.622. Yon referred to the unsatisfactory character Spirit 
of the places in which some of the spirit grocers’ grocers, 
licenses are held. How is it that the magistrates come 

to permit those licenses if the premises are so un- 
suitable ? — It seems to me that the magistrates do not 
take that into consideration as they ought to. They 
have got the idea that if a house has got a certain 
valuation, it is a suitable house, and they seem to think 
it is not necessary that a house to which a spirit 
grocer’s license iB attached should be a very largo or 
commodious one. 

57.623. You do not think they attach due importance 
to the question of suitability? — I do not think they do; 
bnt at the same time I must say I think it would bo a 
dangerous thing to refuse a license on that ground, 
becauso if they were able io prove that they had got 
the valuatiou of the house increased to, say, over 15?., 
tho magistrates would be compelled to grant the 
license. 

57,624 (Mr. Grinling.) Before I ask you any ques- 
tions with regard to tho spirit grocer's license in 
Ireland, may 1 ask you do you know the conditions 
under which the grocer trades in England? — The 
spirit grocer. 

57.625. There is not a grocer’s license in England ?— 

There is not a grocer’s license in Ireland. 

57.626. Your view with regard to the spirit grocer’s 
license may reflect on other descriptions of licenses. 

In England there is no such thing as a grocer's license P 
— We havo no such thing either. 

57.627. You havo a spirit grocor’B license ? — Yes, I 
am sorry to say we have. 

57.628. We have uot got it in England ? — Then so 
lunch the better for England. 

57.629. The conditions of the licenses in the two 
countries are altogether different? — Yes. 

57.630. As I understand, you suggest that one means 
of meeting the evil yon think exists would bo an 
increase in the valuation of the shops, that the valua- 
tion of the class of shop is now too low ?— Yes. 

57.631. You would like to see the premises of a 
higher class ? — I would. 

57.632. The.ro are a largo number of premises in 
Belfast which, practically, arc scarcely shops at all, in 
which spirits are sold P— They are shops, bnt drinking 
shops. 

57.633. You would like to wipe away that class of 
shops by means of an increase in the valuation of 
them P — I think that would bo one effect this would 
have. 

57.634. And you would like to see them closed on 
Sundays ? — Spirit grocers should not be open a t all on 
Sundays. 
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Mr. H. 57,635. In England, of course, they are not. Then, I 
Morcll. understand further, you think that it would be an 

improvement if spirits were only allowed to bo sold on 

29 Mar. ’SB off-lieoused promises ill closed bottles? — I do not 

advocate that, because, as I said before, I think in 

Ireland certainly tho use of beer and porter should bo 
encouraged. 

57.636. I was going to except beer — so far as regards 
spirits and wine ? — t think it certainly should be sold 
in sealed bottles. 

57.637. There is an object with regard to beer, 
because it is an article of less value and has not the 
same keeping qualities ns wine? — It does not keep so 
long. 

57.638. I understand that your contention is that the 
spirit grocer's liconso in Ireland has done a great 
amount of harm P — 1 speak altogether as regards 
Belfast. I hnvo no experience of it iu other parts of 
Ireland. 

57.639. What would lie tho reason why Belfast should 
have gone so particularly wrong in this respect, because 
Belfast holds more than one half of the wholo spirit 
grocers’ licenses iu Ireland? — I think the reason it has 

•j done so much harm is that it has encouraged drinking 

habits amongst females. 

57.640. On that point may I ask you did yon rend 
tho ovidenoe of Judge Fitzgibbon last week ? — I did. 

57,04.1. I am sure you would like to guard yourself, 
as ho did. When pressed on the question as to grocers 
entering spirits os groceries, ho said he had no 
positive evidence —that it was rumour ? — Yes ; I hoard 
that he said so. 

57,642. Rumour is rather a dangerous thing in these 
cases, is not it, to support a statement upon P — Rumour 
does a groat deal of harm in Belfast. 

57,843. I understand you would bo in favour of trans- 
ferring tho granting of all licenses in Belfast to tho 
Recorder ? — Yes. 


57.656. You are in favour of giving the magistrates 
absolute discretion over all licenses P— Yes ; I wish to 
transfer it to the recorder altogether. 

57.657. You think there is the same necessity for 
absolute discretion on tbo part of the magistrates in 
the case of selling an article simply for consumption 
away as there is whore tho article is consumed in a 
place of public resort ? — Yes, I think so. 


57,658. May I nsk you whether yon havo ever heard of 
similar circumstances abroad. For instance, in France 
every man can sell wino and spirits for consumption 
away from the premises, and it is not recognised as 
doing any great harm in France ?— The only country 
which I have any experience of except Ireland is 
Norway. T have been there, and 1 made so mo inquiries 
when 1 was there, and I found that tho sale of spirits 
was restricted to four or five houses in the whole of 
Norway, and there is no crime. 


57,659. We all regard tho ooudition of things in 
Norway ns rather abnormal? — I think if we had fewer 
spirit shops hero wu should bo approaching Norway in 
tlio matter. 


if 


57,660. As to tho conviction of license-holders for permir- 

E arsons being found drank on their promises, I should dnukl 
ko to know iu your opinion if the word “ knowingly " nee. 
were inserted with reference to that offence would it 
help tho polico ? — I do not know how it would help us 
if tho publican was not there himself. He conld not be 
held to bo knowingly supplying if it was supplied by 
his assistant. 


57.661. Would it not bo a protection to the license- 
holder ns well as an assistance to tho police that 
should bo made a condition ? — I am afraid it would not 
be of much use. 

57.662. Should I bo correct in saving that drunken* 
noss on licensed premises is practically unknown in 
Belfast, and that thorn have boon no convictions fora 
number of years ? — There hnvo been very few at any 
rate. 


57.644. Yon think in that way yon would concentrate 
the working of the licensing system in strong hands ? 
— I think, in addition to that, it would add to the 
uniformity of decision. 

57.645. On tho point of canvassing the magisti-ntcs, 
it docs not do to aim at a too high state of purity in 
tlioso things, boonane there is a certain quantity of 
canvassing that exists almost all over the world. 
You admit yourself you havo been canvassed P — I do. 

57.646. And you wore surprised at it p — I was 
surprised at the man being such a fool. 

57.647. You nro quite aware it is a common thing 
where people's interests aro at stake that canvassing 
will go on P — I thought tho man a fool to canvass a 
man whom he knew was going to oppose his license. 

57.648. You think you could frame a law to prevent 
it P — I would. 

57.649. With reference to female drunkenness, one 
elomont you consider is tho poor food the lower classes 
got, and yon woro speaking more particularly of 
Belfast P — I think one of tlio reasons, as I said, for 


drnnkennoss amongst women is a great deal to do with 
the food that they have. Most of these women live on 


57,663. Olio question on that plebiscite, to get the Plefe- 
thing perfectly straight. I understand that the teetotal on S<-i 
advocates succeeded in getting by canvassing -23,000 clothe, 
votes. Is that correct P — I havo heard it is. 


57,664. I n,m told that tho publicans in three days, 
without canvassing, obtained voluntarily from tho sho|H 
and shopkeepers 30,000 signatures. Aro you aware of 
that? — No. I was not in lielfnst at that time, lam 
Bure both thoso liguros could bo collectod with somo 
trouble. 


57.665. Under tho cii-cnmstanocs tho 30,000 are 
outitloil to some consideration, aro they not, looking 
at tho means by which thoso signatures were obtained? 
— I am sure thoro arc more than 30,000 poople in Belfast 
who uso public-houses. 

57.666. It rather shows tho danger of this argument 
from plebiscites, does it not? — I really do not know 
anything about that. 

57.667. (Ifr. Young.} I am suro you attach no 
importance to this plebiscite suggestion. Somo 30,000 
or 40,000 people out of 300,000 recorded their views?— 
I think it is very difficult to get definite opinions from 
tho peonlo in Belfast on any subject. I understood they 


57.650. You recogniso the importance of anything 
that would go to improve their condition in that 
respect, as well as their social surroundings P — I do. 

57.651. You look on that as a very important elomoat 
in the question ? — Yes. 

57.652. You liavo mentioned tho largo number of 
women inebriates in Belfast. If yoa hud a means of 
shutting up or sending to homes all that class of women 
inobriutos, would it make a very large reduction in 
your statistics of female intemperance? — I should 
think it would. 

57.653. A most important one, I think I may say p — 
It would make a very large difference. 

57.654. ’With reference) to tho Clitheroo case, I would 
like to ask you— I do not ask you as a lawyer, but as 
an nllioor of police who bus had largo experience — am I 
right in assuming that the ruling in that caso was that 
licenses aro in practice hold permanently, so long as 
they aro not forfeited by misconduct ? — That is what 
1 understood. 

57.655. That is tho state of the law in Ireland at the 
present time P — Yes. 


had a piebiseite of tho same kind about the erection of 
the town hall, and I do not think more than 20,000 or 
25,000 poople voted for it. I cannot be accurate about 
that, but that is my impression. 

57.668. So that roally you do not attach any im- 
portance to that ? — I do not. 

57.669. Now tho questions in the catechism are 
nearly exhausted, and I havo only one or two to ask 
you. Do you approvo of these six householders giving 
a certificate before a renewal can bo obtained ? — I think 
that is quite unnecessary. 

57.670. Do yon consider publie-honBes on the whole 
in Belfast well conducted P — I do. 

57.671. There ai-e tied houses in Belfast in the sense Tirf_ 
that wholesale houses have lent money to licensees r 

I boliovo they liavo. 

57,072. Do you find llioso tied houses ns well managed 
as wliot we may call froo houses 7 — In some cases they 
are; in other cases it is rather a drawback, ns far as 
tho polico are concerned, because if a man is tl» 
manngor of a tied house, and lie misconducts himself 
and manages to get two offences put on the house 
during 12 monthB, the wholesale man, who practically 


botsa- 
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,f, n _ owns the license, puts him ont ana supplies a new 
lien!!- manager. and the police are not able to get the license 
forfeited. 

57.673. There is a transfer of license in that case ? 

There is a transfer. If there was another conviction 
during the year there would be probably a forfeiture. 

57.674. Is it not nn advantage to get rid of the bad 
manager and to pot in a new good mauager ? — It is 
a good thing, but it would not lie so good a3 if we 
could close a spirit grocer altogether. 

57.675. I am not speaking of the spirit grocer’s, lint 
a publican's license V — I do net think there are many 
publicans’ licenses in the hands of the wholesale man ; 
not any great proportion of thorn. They are most of 
them owned by the people who live there. 

57.676. I nm requested to ask you this : Have you 
anything to say against, the well-conducted spirit 
grocers in Belfast?— -No, I have not. There are a cer- 
tain number of the larger houses that arc undoubtedly 
very well conducted. 

57.677. I presume it is the system yon object to p— 

It is the system of granting these as they have been 
granted in localities and back streets where, in the 
first place, no supervision can be had over them, by the 
police, and where this illegal trade can be carried on 
without interruption, 

57.678. Are there too many pnblic-housos in Belfast ? 
—No, I do not think there are, considering the popu- 
lation, but I think there are enough. 

Arrests 57,G79. I think yon said there was an increase of cou- 
In drank- rictions in Belfast? — I think it is a decrease. 
toaS ' 57,680. What I want to draw attention to is this, 
that for very many years tho total arrests in Belfast 
have been decreasing ? — Yes. 

57.681. In 1887 when there were only 247,000 in- 
habitants you had 10,286 arrests P — Yes. 

57.682. That continued very much the same uutil 
1891 P— Yes. 

57.683. When they decreased to 7,583? — Yes. 

57,084. And then they kept rather steadily decreasing 

until in 1897 there were 6,434 P — Yes. 

57.685. Therefore you agree with me, I prosumo, that 
there is a decrease of arrests and a decrease of crime? — 
There is certainly n decrease since 1801 in tho 
number of prosecutions for drunkenness and arrests for 
drunkenness. 

57.686. I suppose, ao far as the public-houses are con- 
cerned, they are very much tho same as they were in 
1891. Tho number thon was 654, and in 1897 there 
were 649 notwithstanding the increase of the popula- 
tion? — Yes, practically the same. 

57.687. So that 1 presume you are of the opinion 
■ that the trade is well conducted in Belfast, and that it 

has not added latterly to the crime of the place P — The 
publican’s business is carried on as well as it oould 
possibly be. 

57.688. Your suggestion is that on Sunday the houses 
should be open from 5 o’clock to 7 ? — From 2 to 5 in 
place of 2 to 7. 

57.689. You suggest that on Saturday nights they 
should be closed at 10 o’olockP — Yes. 

57.690. Now in regard to the licensing authority, 

® onty whether it bo for grocers’ or publicans’ licenses, you 
iirifast. confine it to tho county court judge in counties 

and to the recorder in boroaghs, and you would, I 
presume, exclude all authority on the part of tho 
magistrates P — Well, 1 should not like to give a definite 
opinion ns regards counties, but as regards Belfast it is 
my owu opinion, and that of all the other officers, that 
there should he only one licensing authority for all 
classes of licenses in Belfast. In a county it might he 
advisable that some sort of licensing committee should 
be appointed, such as I suggested as an alternative in 
Belfast, consisting of the resident magistrates and a 
certain number of the magistrates of the county selected 
The witne 


ont of the whole of them to adjudicate on these .Mr. //. 
licenses. Mordl. 

57.691. {Dean Dickinson.) With an appeal to the ~ 
assize going judge ? — Yes. I think that would be fair. 3 JMaf- 8 8 

57.692. (Mr. Young.) I presume it is not a reflection 
upon tho magistrates, but it is in this way, I prosumo 
that the magistrates in a borough are chiefly 
merchants ?— They are. 

57.693. And supposing a wholesale tea dealer sits to Canrass- 
grant or refuse licenses, he probably has a onnection mg. 
with the person who is seeking the license ? — I should 

think in the case of the spirit grocer he has not only a 
connection but has a very large interest. 1 do not 
think a man of that kind should sit. 

57.694. So that without being canvassed al. all, I 
presnmo he is influenced by the ramifications of trade P 
— I am afraid that that would affect a great many of 
them. 

57.695. So that you are distinctly of the opinion that 
the licensing should bo withdrawn from the magistrates 
of the borough ? — 1 am strongly of that opmion. 

57.696. And you are of opinion also that the licensing 
authority, whether in the borough or in tho connty, 
should have tho same discretionary power in regard to 
a grocer’B license as they have now with refereucc to a 
publican’s license? — Yes j that the grounds should be 
the samo for a spirit grocer and beer dealer as they are 
for a publican. 

57.697. I)othe8o large grocers who hold retail licenses Dormant 
como under the class of what is called dormant licenses, licenses, 
if there be Buch P I think we have had them referred 

to here — onused licenses? — I think that refers not so 
much to grocers as to wholesale whisky merchants. 

There are only on© or two of those grocers that 1 can 
recollect at present who hold such a license and do not 
use it, and they hold this license in order to sell tho 
small quantity. 

57.698. Is it your opinion that the three- guinea license, 
which is known in England but net in Ireland, would 
be a sufficient substitute for those large grocers who 
hold this license, and for the large spirit merchants ? — 

There is another way of meeting tho difficulty, which 
would bo that a license should bo granted for tho 
consumption of any kind of drink, no matter what 
quantity, off the promises alone. That would be 
practically raising the limit that spirit grocers are 
allowed at present from two quarts to two gallons, and 
make the two licenses coterminous. That sorb of 
license wonld also moot their wishes. 

57.699. (.Mr. Grinling.) They would also bo able to 
sell less than two quarts down to any quantity P — 

Yes. That is a matter for tho traders themselves, 
and really I am nob sure what conclusion they havo 
arrived at. I understand they are nolding some meeting 
on the subject themselves. 

57.700. (Mr. Young.) The three-guinea lioonse will 
not allow less than a quart bottle to be sold? — Then 
the license that I suggest would allow anything. I 
would suggest simply giving a license for consumption 
off the premises in any quantity. 

67.701. (Mr. Grinling.) And in open or closed vessels P 
—I should think it ought to bo in closed vessels. 

57.702. It would come down to such a small quantity 
that it would be difficult to put it in a closed vessel P — 

I think they would be able to carry it away in some 
way or other. 

57.703. (Mr. Young.) You were asked about Bills 
before the House with reference to the suspension of 
licenses. Do you think that Sunday Closing Bills 
should be susponded until after the report of this 
Commission? There are Bills before the House for 
Sunday closing, and, in your opinion, should they also 
ho suspended? — I think, perhaps, it would be as well 
if they waited till the Commission arrived at their 
report. Of course that is a point I could not give any 
opinion about. 

is withdrew. 


I*, a 


L,m 57,704. (Oh airman.) You are tho County . 

of the Royal Irish Constabulary for Londonderry?— 


Mu. Charles W. Leatbam called in and examined. 

Inspector 67,706. You first of all desire, I think, to hand i: 


Londonderry P — Yes. London- 

57,707. "What do Tables I. and II. show ? — They show derrv city 
the population and the number of licensed houses in *“'1 
the city. county. 


57,705. And a justice of the peace for tho city of tho 
county of Londonderry P— Yes. 
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Mr. C. W. 57,708. Tlio population has of course increased since 
Lcntham. 1881 ?— Tho population lias increased but the number 
of licensed houses lias somewhat decreased. 

29 Mar. '0 8 The number of six-day licenses bears a very 

large proportion does it not to the whole number of 
publicans’ licenses ? — Nearly two-thirds of the whole 
number of publicans’ licenses. 

57.710. Then >n Tables VIII. and IX-you show the 
corresponding figures for the county ? — Yes. 

57.711. Has tho population increased or decreased P 
The population of the county has decreased. Tho 
number of licenses has increased. 


57,712. In what direction ?— Especially in spirit 
grooors. 

Six-iUv 57,713. What proportion doe3 the number of six-day 
licenses licenses bear to tho whole? — Less than one-third of 
the whole in the county of Londonderry. 


Before and 
after 
Sooituy 
closing. 


57.714. Going back to Table III., wliat does that 
table show ?— It shows the arrests for drunkenness and 
shebeening for periods of fivo years immediately hefove 
and after the Sunday Closing Act in the city. 

57.715. What has been tho effect on Sunday drunken- 
ness in the city, of that Closing Act? — It has 
decreased. 


57.732. That is the important figure P — Yea. Then if r - 

on Saturday the arrests arc more. There are 285 from 
midnight to 8 p.m., and from 8 p.m. to midnight, 256. - ’ 

57.733. Therefore, comparing the arrests for drunk- 
enness in those tables on the Sunday and the week- S** 15 : 
days, you give the figure for Sunday as what?— Hi. 

57.734. Against what figure on tho week days, taking 
them in order ? — 307 on Monday, 300 on Tuesday, 1144 
on Wednesday, 257 on Thursday, 271 on Friday, and 
541 on Saturday. 

57.735. Tho arrests on the Sunday in the other table 
are from 8 a.m. on Sunday morning to 8 a.m. on 
Monday morning ? — Yos. 

57.736. Now turning from statistics to general Deera- 
results, causes and effects, what should you say was indrui 
the cause of tho decrease in drunkenness in the city «iim. 
and county of Londonderry ? — I should say that 
Sunday closing iH one cause; secondly, the Licensing 
Act3 of J 872 and 1874; thirdly, temperance missions; 
fourthly, improvement in general education; and, 
fifthly, increased popularity of athletic sports and 
bicycling. 

57.737. Now dealing with Sunday closing. London- 
derry is the largest town in Ireland to which the 
Sunday closing Act applies ? — That is so. 


57.71G- Has there been a uniform decrease ? — There 
has. 

57.717. And week-day drunkenness; what lias been 
the effect on that? — The week-day drunkenness has 
decreased 25 per cent, during tho first fivo years after 
the Sunday dosing Act, and the Sunday 63 per cent. 

57.718. Has there nob been a great increase in the 
week-day drunkenness of late ? — In the years 1895, 
1896, ana 1897 there was a slight increase. 

57.719. What is the condition of shebeening ? — There 
was a slight increase after the Sunday Closing Act ; 
but that has gone down to vanishing point latterly. 

57.720. Then having given us in Table III. tlie 
arrests for drunkenness and shebeoning for periods of 
five years in the city, yon give, do you not, in Table X. 
the corresponding figures for the county? — Yes. 

57.721. Oau you summarise those in the way you 
have dons the others ? Wlmfc about week-day drunken- 
ness ? — Tho week-day drunkenness decreased in tho 
connty of Londonderry 14 per cent, during tho fivo 
yoars after tho Sunday closing. 

57.722. Had it increased after tho Sunday Closing 
Act — immediately after P — Very slightly. 

57.723. {Dean Dickinson.) Had it been increasing 
before ? — It had been pretty much tho same before. 


57.738. It is larger than Waterford, which is one of 
tho exempted towns? — Yea. 

57.739. Very much larger, is it not ?— V ery much 
larger, and comes up to being nearly as large as 
Limerick. 

57.740. Do you infer from that that it would be wise Sani- 
to apply the Sunday closing which is applicable to doci 
Londonderry to the _ city of Waterford ? — Sunday 
closing has been working very satisfactorily in London- 
derry. 

57.741. Do yon infer from tho figures you have Etrtj 
handed in, that it would be advisable to close the closin':: 
houses at an earlier hour ou Saturday, say 9 o’clock ? Simdr, 
—I should recommend 9 o'cloc k on Saturday. 

57.742. Havo you any figures to show that it would 
bo advisable ? — Table XVI. shows that — giving the 
arrests for drunkenness for tho year ending :51st 
December on each day of the wook before and after 
8 p.m. 

57.743. You think that the majority of Saturday 
drunkenness avisos at tho later hour ? — Yos, it is nearly 
doublo that of any other evening. 

57.744. It is double on tho day, but is it double at the 
particular hour, during which you wish to seo tho 
houses closed? — On Friday night the arrests from 
8 p.m. to midnight wore 95, and on Saturday 256. 


Shobccn- 

ing. 


Effect of 
■Sunday 
closing. 


57.724. (Chairman.) Shebeening increased there too 
slightly after the Sunday Closing ActP — There was 
more shebeening in the county of Londonderry. 

57.725. What is tho oondition of shebeening now in 
the county ? — The sheboening cases for tho five yoars 
after the Sunday Closing Act wore 68. For tlie fivo 
years ending December 1.897 there were eight cases. 

57.726. Would you say as the result of the Sunday 
Closing Act in oounty and city that a very immediate 
and marked effect has been produced ? — There has been 
a marked decrease in both city and county. 

57.727. Then in Tablo XVI. I think you give tho 
results applicable both to the oity and the county, do 
you not? — Yes. 

57.728. Arrests for drunkenness for tho year ending 
31st Decembor 1897, on each day of the week before 
and after 8 p.m ? — Yos. 

57.729. That is applicable to the city and the county P 


57.745. During the same hours ? — Yes. 

57.746. (Mr. Orinling.) Seeing that Londonderry has 
a larger population than Waterford, and Waterford is 
exempt, and Londonderry is not, do you know tho 
reason whv Londonderry was not treated in the same 
way ? — I do not know, unless thero was some agitation 
in Waterford to make it exempt. 

57.747. (Chairman.) What are the licensing bodies Leac: 
now in Londonderry? — The licensing bodies in tho suiwv 
city, are the Bccordcr for tho publicans, aud the 
magistrates for the beer retailers and spirit grocers; 

and then in tho county it is the cotin ty court judge and 
the magistrates. 

57.748. Therefore in the oity yon have got the 
ltecorder alone at the annual licensing quarter 
sessions, and also tho magistrates at bne annual 
licensing petty sessions ? — Yes. 

57.749. To turn to the connty, you have the county 
court judge. He is ex-officio chairman of tho magis- 
trates P — He sits as ohairman of tho magistrates. 


i 

1 

{ 

} 
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57.730. What I want to know is whether I am 
justified in inferring from that that those figures show 
similar results to those which the two previous tables 
you have quoted show as to the effect of Sunday 
closing P — Exaotly. They show the arrests on each day 
in the week from midnight to 8 p.m., and from 8 p.m. 
to midnight. 

57.731. What are tho figures ? — The Sunday arrests 
ore 120 from midnight to 8 p.m., and from 8 p.m. on 
Sunday to midnight 21. 


57.750. At the annual licensing quarter sessions?— 
Yos. 

57.751. Then besides that, you have tho magistrates 
at tho annual licensing sessions and the petty sessions r 
— Yes. 

57.752. What Hocuses are thero under the control of 
tho police P — The publicans ; tho refreshment room 
wine license ; the spirit grocers ; the beer retailers, cud 
the wholesale beer dealers. 
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, fr c.W. 57.753. When you any that the police control them, 

' luti.ar*. what is the extent of their control P — The police 

supervise them aad see that they do not infringe the 

law. 

57.754. Then as to granting them, who grants them ? 
— In the city, the recorder at quarter sessions grants 
the publican’s license; then at the annual licensing 
petty sessions the magistrates grant the other four 
licenses. 

57.755. Is the principle different in granting these 
licenses. For instance, ns to the publican’s license, 
what is the principle that guides the Recorder? — The 
publican is the only man who can sell for consumption 
on the promises. 

57.756. What does the Recorder consider when he 
grants a publican's license. Does ho consider- the 
character of the applicant ? — He considers the character 
of the applicant and suitability of the premises and the 
number of existing houses. 

57.757. And the fitness of the applicant? — Yes. 



57.758. Then ho takes three conditions into con- 
sideration P — Yes ; character, conduct, and fitness oE 
the applicant, fitness and convenience of house or place, 
and the number of previously licensed houses in the 
neighbourhood. 

57.759. I see in your precis you lay stress on the 
word “ locality ” ? — Locality would meet the case of 
Marshall v. The Tyrone Justices. 

57.760. Is that the rule now? — It is not the role now. 
Tt is house or place. 

57.761. These are your suggestions of reform ?— 
“ Locality ” is. 

57.762. That is the only introduction you would 
make P — Yes. 

57.763. The only new condition you introduce is that 
you think “ locality " ought to he introduced so as to 
meet the case wo had referred to the other day of 
Marshall v. The Tyrone Justices P— Yes. 

57.764. Do yon think that a rateable qualification 
should attach to all licenses ? — It should. It is a rate- 
able qualification for the beer retailer. The same 
rateable qualification should exist for tho publican and 
the spirit grocer. 

57.765. The beer retailor has a qualification and the 
wholesale beer dealer has a qualification P — Yes. 

57.766. And also the refreshment house? — The re- 
freshment house wine license has a qualification of 81. 
under 10,000 population, and 151. for over 10,000 
population. 

57.767. To wlioso character does the certificate of 
those six householders that we have hoard of apply P — 
When a publican comes for renewal at the September 
j>etty session he brings a certificate from six kouac- 

57.768. Do you attach much importance to tho 
certificate from the six householders P — Very little. 
They would bo six of his neighbours, in the same 
street very likely. 

57.769. Supposing the six neighbours were to enter 
into recognisances ? — That would make them he more 
careful about giving the character. 

57.770. Would you bo in favour of that? — Yes. 

57.771. Or would you do away with tho six house- 
holders altogether P — I would require two householders 
to enter into a bond of recognisauce that the publican 
should observe tho licensing laws for the ensuing 
year. 

57.772. That would enlist more people than one in 
the good conduct of the house P— Yes. 

57.773. (Dean Dickinson.) Could not the publican 
enter into another bond with thoso two people that ho 
would not let them suffer for his behaviour ? — He 
might. 


57,774. He would P — He might. 

1 57,775. ( Ohavnnan .) There would be a fine imposed 

on some person 1 — Some person would have to pay the 
fine. 

P»Tisj- 57,776. Are the magistrates of Londonderry much 
I troubled by canvassing P— The magistrates have com- 

V 984 - 19 . 


plained of canvassing and tho county cortrt judge spoke Mr. C. IF. 
cf it at lnat quarter sessions. Leatham. 

57.777. Could you tell ns what ho said if it is 29 Mar '98 

reported ? — There vras a Mr. Lyle who came forward 

and complained of being canvassed, and then the 

county court judge spoko up and said it would defeat 
its oivu object. I will road you his words. Mr. 

Acheson Lylo said — “ What had brought him to the 
“ court that day was tho fact that one of the applicants 
“ had had what he must call the extreme impudence 
“ to come to him and ask him to vote for his appli- 
“ cation.” Then Judge Overend, the county court Judge 
judge, said — “That as this matter had been broached Overend’s 
“ ho wished the public would thoroughly understand opiniou. 

“ that the whole magistrates iu Derry without ex- 
“ ception had set their faces against being asked to 
“ come to quarter sessions or petty sessions to do any 
” particular thing.” 

57.778. Referring to the tables you have handed in Prosecu- 
will you turn to Table No. IV. and Tn bio No. XI. which tion of 

I think bLow the number of prosecutions of license licensees, 
holders both in the city and in the county of London- 
derry together with the number of convictions and 
acquittals for a period of seven years ? — That is right. 

57.779. What is the great majority of those offences P 
— Selling at prohibited hours. 

57.780. There is a large proportion in the city, but 
more in tho county I suppose P — No, more in the city. 

There were 62 cases of convictions in the city and 28 
dismissals. 

57.781. What was the total number of acquittals? — 

There wore 80 convictions and 34 acquittals in tho 
city. 

£7,782. What would bo the percentage of acquittals 
in the city as compared with tho county P — 25 per cent, 
in the city and 50 per cent, in the county. 

57.783. 50 per cent of acquittals on charges of keeping 
open for sale during prohibited hours P— Yes. 

57.784. Does it meau all offences or only selling 
during prohibited hours ? — It means nil offences in- 
cluding selling drink at prohibited hours. 

57.785. In fact it includes all offences against the 
licensing laws ? — It docs. 

57.786. Then we have it that with reference to all 
offences against the licensing laws 25 per cent, of 
acquittals take place in the city, and 50 per cent, in 
the county ? — That is it. 

57.787. There is tho same police force, is there not P 
— Two different police forces. 

57,783. It is the samo body, it is the constabulary f 
— The samo body. 

57.789. Acting under the same general orders?— Yes. 

57.790. How do yon account for that great discrepancy 
between the city and the county ? — I think the magis- 
trates are more particular iu the city, and offences 
como more immediately under their own notice. 

57.791. Then two other tables deal with adulteration Adultem- 
which we need not dwell long upon, because I under- tioc. 
stand you to say there is no aidulteratiou ? — There is no 
adulteration except with water. 

57.792. Then two other Tables VI. and XIII. ileal Habitual 
with habitual drunkards. Will you turn to those, drunkards. 
They show the number of habitual drunkards in the 

city, and in the county of Londonderry in 1897 P — 

Yes. 

57.793. They include males and females P — Yes. We 
have them a number of times before the court. There 
were 52 males twice, and 17 females. 

57.794. You are taking tho habitual drunkards for 
the year ending the 31st December 1897, in the city ?— 

Yes; that is Table VI. It gives the number of times 
before the oourt. 

57.795. Will you run over the numborof oonviotions? 

— There wore 52 males and 17 females twice before the 
court during the year— 18 males and 8 females, 3 
times ; 7 males and four females, 4 times ; 10 males and 

7 females, 5 limes ; 3 males and 5 females, 6 times ; 2 
males and four females, 7 times ; 2 males and 2 females, 

8 times ; 1 male and 2 females, 9 times ; and then 10 
times and upwards, no males and four females. 
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Mr. C. W. 57,796. Am I right in inferring ns I ventured to infer 
Lent ham. from the evidence of the previous witness, that when 

■ yon come to the higher singes, so to speak, it is the 

29 Mar. ’98 -\vomen that uro convicted, and not the men P — That is 
so. 


57.797. Hero we have 10 timeB and upwards no 
males but four females ? — Yea. 

57.798. Conld you give us any above 10 P — I have 
not got any above 10 in the city. 

57.799. Now will you turn to the county ? — The 
county shows a different thing. The women do not 
drink in tho county so much. In the county, Table 
XIII., twice convicted 41 males and six femaleB. 

57.800. From that table it appears as if the women 
did not attain that bad pre-eminence hut the men ? — In 
the county the men drink and tho woman do not. 

57.801. In the county it is tho men who are tho 
habitual drunkards rather than tho woman P — That is 
right. 

_ 57,802. When yon get to tho higher grades of con- 
victions those who arc convicted five times, six times, 
seven times, eight times, nine times and 10 times, in 
the county are all men and not a single women ?— That 
is right. 

57,803. Whereas in tho city we have nino and 10 
convictions exclusively women I think ? — Quite right. 

_ 57,804. (Mr. Cains.) Is not that in consequence of 
living in tno city, and not in tho county P — In London- 
derry we have a very peculiar state of things. There 
are several shirt factories, and there are some 7,000 
women making shirts. 

57.805. The habitual drunkards amongst women arc 
mostly prostitutes, if not all P— I do not know that 
there are many prostitutes in Dewy. Those convicted 
six times and upwards were homeloss prostitutes. 

57.806. (Doan Dickinson.) Tho men in tho oounty 
go to markets and fairs? — They go to markets and 
fairs without their breakfasts and go into public-houses 
where they can get nothing to eat. 

57.807. More than the women go to market P — That 
is it. 

Clubs. 57,808. (Chairman.) Have you anything to say about 
clubs which aro referred to in Table XVII. P — wo liavo 
only throe clubs, two in the city and one in Colerniuo, 
social clubs and well conducted. We liavo no bogus 
clubs. 

57.809. Do you think it is necessary to deal with 
clubs P — I would suggest that tho committee of manage- 
ment, being householders and responsible persons, 
should enter into a bond of rccognisanco holding them- 
selves responsible that tho rules of the clnb should be 
observed. Upon conviction for an infringement of the 
rules the recognisance could be estreated. 

57.810. Yon would not license these clubs ? — No. 

57.811. You would register them ? — I would register 
them. The clerk to the magistrates conld register the 
bond. 

57.812. ( Dean Dickinson.) And you would open them 
for inspection ? — I would open them to inspection in a 
limited way. The chief officer of police should have 
statutory power to issue an order to a subordinate to go 
into the club if he was satisfied of the necessity for it. 

Illicit 57,813. (Chairman.) As to illicit distillation. There 

distillation, is a part of South Derry that is particularlv distin- 
guished for illicit distillation P — South Derrv Las been 
always more or less affected with that evil of illicit 
distillation. 

57,814. _ Why is it there particularly. Arc there 
geographical facilities for it ? — It is very mountainous, 
and it has existed very extonsively up to the yoar 1857, 
whea tho constabulary were given the power of 
revenue officers, and they partly suppressed it thon. 
Reason for 57 ,815. I think yon give a return, do yon not, ont of the 

incrcusc. number of seizures during the last year ? — The soiznros 
have increased very much for tho last two years. Tho 
harvest of 1896 was badly saved and they need the 
grain .for making potheen. There was a Catholic priest 
had an injunction against it for 10 years, that expired 
in 1896, and thon the seiznres went up like mcrcurv in 
1897. ’ 


1894 and 1895? — Because of this injunction of tho hath' 
Catholic priest against it. That was one reason. _ 


57.817. Is the injunction not still on? — No. DJim 

57.818. (Chairman) The injunction of the priest 
ended in 1896? — Yes. 


57.819. When you say malt was used for potheen, tho 
grain that was spoilt in the harvest was available ?— So 
I am told, in 1896. It was badly saved. Then they 
make molasses and cheap sugar into potheen. 

57.820. To revert to that question we have had once 
before, I understand, it is necessary to have some 
amount of grain in the manufacture of whisky ?— No. 
I have somo potheen hero that was made soiely from 
molasses [producin'/ abottt o], 

57.821. (Mr. Young.) Do you mean there was no 
malt used in tho production of this ? — So I am told. 

57.822. (Dean Dickinson.) Would it keep P— I believe 
it does not keep more than a fow months. 

57.823. (Mr. Grinling.) You can make spirit from 
molasses, but you cannot mako whisky from molasses? 
— I am told that that is made from molasses. 

57.824. (Chairman) I suppose when the polico make 
a raid on the promises whero this illicit distillation is 
going on, and where this whiskey is hoing manu- 
factured, they seize all the materials ? — They seizo all 
the kegs uud barrels, and I have seen the distillers 
making a square hole in the bog to put the wash into 
for fear of the police seizing tho barrels. 

57.825. Is the wash a palatablo liquid? — The wash is 
the liquid before distillation. 

57.826. Has it intoxicating properties?— Very slight. 
It is something like the hop hitters they sell. 


57,827. Is it sold as such? — No, it is not sold. 


57.828. IF they suppose tho police are going to mako 
a raid, 1 thought they might bottle it off and abstract, 
it, but that would not be saleable ? — It is not saleable. 
They could sell the refuse after distillation. 

57.829. (Mr. Young.) May I ask what the strength of 
this is ? — I conld not say. 

57.830. I havo tasted it and it is simply spirit : it is 
not whisky P — It was seizod by tho polico iu South 
Deny. 

57.831. (Chairman.) According to tho polico it is 
whisky manufactured illicitly P — Yes. 


57.832. Is there any other kind of drnnkonness than Elbe 
that arising from alcohol in Derry ? — There is a good drinfcx 
deal of drunkenness arising from other drinking. 

57.833. I think yon have a sample of ether here?— I 
have. That is methylated other [ producing a sample 
hotUd]. 

57.834. That is tho choapor form P— Thoy get this at 
about 3s. 6c2. a gallon, I understand. 

57.835. What would pure ether bo a gallon P— Pore 
ether is Is. 6 d. a pound. It would be about 24*. a 
gallon. 

57.836. (Mr. Young.) Cannot you bny whisky for 
3s. a gallon when there is no duty paid ? — Tho people 
charge tho farmers 8s. for that potheen. 

57.837. There is no duty. Thoy can produce this for 
about Is. a gallon ? — I am told they get 8s. a gallon 
for it. 

67.838. (Chairman.) Comparing tho methylated ether 
with pure other yon say pure ether is so much a ponud ? 

— It is 7s. 6d. a pound. 

57.839. In what shape is it P — Pnro other is a pure 
liquid, very volatile. It evaporates without leaving 
any residue. 

57.840. Tho pound weight of liquid yon are speaking 
of? — Yes. 

57.841. I did not know whether it was sold in 

crystals ?— No. . 

57.842. When did Father Matthew perambulate “V* 
Ireland ? — Father Matthew created an abnormal state 

of tomporanoe in Ireland about the year 1840. Pre 710 '*? 
to that a quack doctor in South Derry had introduced 
the knowledge of ether as a specific for cholera, and 
arising ont of the abnormal state of temperance created 
by Fathor Matthew tho people took to drinking eiber 
instead of whisky. 
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57,8J& It was^held that getting drank by ether was 
—Yes.. 


- Action 57,814. Did the constabulary make a raid against 
ale of the Sale of this other ? — In September 1890 there was a 
stir. return taken in the county of Derry and it was found 
there wore 65 gallons a month being sold of ether, and 


then the Government applied the Poisons Act to it. 
It can only bo sold now by chemists. The chemists 
must label the bottle “poison," and put his name and 
address. 


57,845. The poison is ojily a labol on the bottle ?— 
That is all. Any person can go in and buy fivo gallons 
of it. 


57,850. I suppose the people find out that it was not 
what from the label it purported to be ? — Yes. 


of 57,851. (Dean Dichinson.) This takes place all within 
an area of some 30 miles ? — In an area about 30 miles 
I linking, square extending down as far as Cookstown. 


57,855. You would register tbe transaction? — Yea. 


Meets of 

ether 

dinting. 


it from the chemists retail itP — So I am 
57,857. (Chairman.) Have you ever known ether 


57.867. I do not wish to pass over without notice the Mr. C. IV. 
tables yon have been kind enough to hand in of the Leatham. 

statutes. I suppose I might conclude from them that 

there is great neod for consolidation of the law ? — Yos, 29 Mar. ’98 
that is why I sent thorn in really.; 

Consolida- 

57.868. Codification or consolidation, I suppose? — tion. 

Yes. 


57,869. Turning to the points in the licensing law “ Kept for 
which you think show woakucss, and which you think sale." 


might bo strengthened, what do you say about illicit 
sales ? — The worda “ kept for sale ” should be added to 
the offences in section 3 of the Act of 1872. 


57.846. And it will not poison him? — It will not 
poison him unless he takes too mnoli. 

57.847. It is not poison in the sense in which arsenic 
and strychnine are poisons P — No. 

57.848. (Mr. Caine.) Poison in tho sense of alcohol, 
I suppose ? — It makes them very stupid. 

57.849. (Chairman.) Did labelling tho jars or vessels 
with the word “poison ” restrict tho sale of ether at 
all ? — For a lew years it did, but latterly they have 
been buying it in large quantities, and baking it home 
and retailing it. 


57,871. As to the sale to children what would Sale of 
you advocate ? — It should be illegal to sell to any drink to 
person under 16 any intoxicating liquor for consump- children, 
tion on the premises. This would repeal an Act of 
Parliament that makes beer saloable to a child under 
13 for consumption on. 


57,872. Then as to the plaoe whore the sale to Occasional 
children takes place you would oxteud that definition licenses, 
to placeB wbicn had. occasional licenses granted to 
them ? — Yos. 


57.852. (Chairman.) A person can buy ether, take it 
home, and retail it without a license ? — Yes. There is 
no power of search by the police. 

57.853. It is not recognised as on intoxicant by 
Statute P — Not in the Licensing Acts. 


67,854. Would yon advise that any steps should be 
taken upon it, or is it important enough to form the 
subject of a statute? — I tnink the best thing to do 
would bo to treat it os strychnine or arsenic. It could 
be then sold only by chemists to persons be knew. He 
keeps a book, and the purchaser signs his name for tho 
quantity and tho purpose for which it is to be purchased. 


57.873. That you would look upon as important ? — 

Very important. 

57.874. It docs not apply now P — It docs not apply. 

57.875. When an occasional license is in operation 
any child may be served P — Any child at a regatta might 
go in and get drink. 

57.876. Without subjecting the server to a penalty? 

— Yes. 

57.877. Then I think perhaps yon have heard the Arrests for 
evidence of the previous witness on the question of the simple 
power given to the police to arrest for simple drunken- drunken- 
ness. You would increase the power of the police ?— Des *- 
Yes. The county court judge of Donegal holds that 

we have no power to arrest for simple drunkenness. 

57.878. It must be what you style compound 
drunkenness? — Yes, being guilty while drunk of 
disorderly behaviour. 


57,879. Do you agree thut where a person is found Permitting 
drunk on licensed premises the presumption should be drunken- 
against the publican ? — Yes. nes8> 


57,880. And tho onus of proof should be upon him 
to show he did not permit that drunkenness, or causo 
it P — Yes. 


used for tho purposes of intoxication to have had a 
fatal effect? — Yes. Thcro was a case in Maghera in 
county Derry where a woman diod on tho 28th of 
January last, and the coroner’s verdict was that she 
died from poisoning by ether accelerated by the position 
of the body causing suffocation. 


. Then you are in favour of six-day licenses ? Six-day 
licenses. 


57.858. Was that pure cthor or methylated ether ? — 
Methylated ether. 

57.859. Would that be more deleterious to the human 
constitution than pure ether?— I believe they get 
speedily drunk. They can get drunk three or four 
times a day with it. 

57.860. Which is tho worst to imbibe, methylated 
ether or pure ether P — I expect tho pure ether would 
be the worst. 

57.861. Piu-e ether would ho a moro expensive article 
than whisky itself? — It would. 

57.862. And theroforo tlioro is no temptation to drink 

pur p other apart from.ite effects'? — No. ^ 

57.863. I- supposfc. .4ha effects of qthqr. drifting, are 
traii8iontP — There have been cases in tho county Derry 
of a man's, whiskers gotting burnt after taking a doso 
of eliber and going to light his' pfpe. 


57.882. You would like to see t.hem further increased ? 

— Further encouraged by increasing tho amount of the 
seven-day license duty. 

57.883. Then with rogard to the queetion of legal Besident 
proceedings P — The words “ or of a resident magistrate ” magia- 
should be mserLed so that he would constitute a court trate. 

of summary jurisdiction sitting alone, or with others. 

The expression " stipendiary magistrate ” does not 
include a resident magistrate. 

57.884. You would add to the stipendiary magistrate 
the resident magistrate P — Yes. 


57,886. In fact all the suggestions you have made 
refer to tbe various sections of the Act of 1872 ? — Yea. 


57,887. Turning to section 82 of the same Act which Spirit 
deals with .spirit, grocers, can an application for a grocers, 
spirit grocor’sliocnso bo rofused? — It cannot be refused 
if his ohafaqter is good ,and his promises suitable. 


57,864. How long do tho effects of this fiery liquid 
last ?— It does not last. 


57,866. (Cluiirman.) I will not trouble you to give us 
a summary of the licensing Htatutos inasmuch as that 
has been given us already by the law officer, unless 
you wish to insist on any portion of the evidence you 
nave been kind enough to supply to us with regard to 
them? — No. 


57.888. Have you any difficulty in Derry as to the 
evasion of the law P — I sent a copy o£ a letter I had 
from the priest at Donoiven, and he tells me of a caso 
there where a man applies for a spirit grocer’s license. 
He has a good house and the man’s character is 
excellent, but his house is 10 yards from tbe Roman 
Catholio Church door, and tho priest objects. 

57.889. What happened to the license — was it 
refused?— He has applied for it. 

57.890. It has not come before tho magistrates ?— No, 
but in that case if the magistrates refused the license 
he could take them to the Queen’s Bench. 
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57,891. It is a question whether they have power to 
refuse on those grounds? — It seems they hare no 
power arising out of the Marshall case at Tyrone. 


57,892. Do you hold that in the case of a spirit 
grocer's license the same objections should hold good 
which prevail in the case of the publican’s license ? — 
Exactly. 


57.912. Which are increasing most in Londonderry w r r 
relatively, the publican’s license, or the grocer’s license ? Lta* " ' 
— The grocer’s license is increasing, but as soon as they ^ 
get a grocer’s license then they apply for a publican's 
license. The magistrates cannot refuse the grocer's 


57.893. Would you state them just shortly ? — 
Character of the applicant-; fitness ana convenience of 
the house or place, and number of previously licensed 
houses in the neighbourhood. 

57. 894. Then I think yon would propose to insert the 
words “or locality" would you not? — Yes, “or 
locality." 

57.895. And in the case of a spirit gvocer's license, 
could yon give the same power of objection as exists 
in the case of the publican’s liconsc ?— Yes. At present 
only the police ca,n oppose. Any inhabitant of the 
parish should be able to oppose the same as in the ease 
of a publican’s license. 

57.896. He Bbould have power to object and to state 
the reason of his objection which the magistrates 
should consider ? — Yes. 


magistrates cannot refuse the grocer's 
license if the character is good and the house suitable. 
Then the man comes up for the publican's license, and 
the county court judge says. We will give you this 
because it is a less evil than the spirit grocer’s. 


57,913. That in fact forces tho hands of the magis. 
trates with reference to the publican’s license ?— Yes. 


57,914. You would think that tho magistrates were 
exceeding their duty in granting the publican's license 
to a man who had the spirit grocer’s license?— He 
ceases paying for the spirit grocer’s license. 


57.915. It -rives him a kind of claim for the publican’s 
license ? — It does. 

57.916. And you think that the magistrates ought to 
discourage that idea? — The magistrates cannot refuse 
the spirit grocer's license. 


57,897. You would agree with the previous witness 
that you would like to seo a qualification applicable to 
the wholesale and to the off-spirit retailers r— Yes. 


57,917. But they can refuse to transfer a spirit 
grocer's into, a pnblican’B? — Yes, they can. Then 
seeing tho evil of tho spirit grocer's they would rather 
see the man with an ordinary license. 


57.898. The beer retailer, the wholesale beer dealer, 
and the refreshment-house wine license, must havo a 
qualification ?— Yes. 

57.899. Yon would like to see those qualifications 
applied, or Borne qualification applied, to the spirit 
grocer’s license ?— Yes. 

57.900. Have you Formed any idea of what the 
qualification Bbould be ? — The statute at present states 
that it should be 87.. under 10,000 population, and 157. 
over 10,000 population. 

57.901. I suppose it is the poorer class of spirit 
grocers that need your attention ? — The poorer class of 
house give ns most trouble. 

57.902. Do you agree with the former witness that it 
is the beer license which brings in the profit and not 
the spirit ? — Yes. 


57,919. I will not trouble you about occasional Oetask- 
licenses unloss you think you ought to insist on any licenas. 
point in connection with them. Do you agree with 
other witnesses that two magistrates should grant them 
in open court ? — They shou Id be granted by two mugis- ■ 
trates with the knowledge of the police ana tho consent 
of the committee or the person responsible for the 


57,920. Does not the person who is responsible for 
the occasion necessarily have notice now ? — He may 
not. There was a case at Coleraine where a publican 
sold under an occasional license at some horse-races 
and the people getting up the horse-races did not want 
the license. 


57,903. You think the magistrates ought to separate 
tho spirit license from the other license r — I think they 


57,921. A temperance meeting might be held and a 
publican might apply for an occasional license there ? — 
That was the case here. The horse-races were got up 
by temperance people. 


57.904. What is the situation of Drapcrstown ? — It 
is in tho centre of the county Derry. 

57.905. There was a caso, I think, that you wbh to 
call attention to which occurred there at tho petty 
sessions ? — -Yes, in connexion with a spirit grocer. A 
man applied there iu September for a spirit grocer’s 
license. He had been convioted some years ago of 
shebeening, and his house was rated to tho poor at 
10s. a j’ear. The magistrates refused the license. He 
appealed then to the quarter sessions at Maghornfelt 
ana got the license. 

i 57,906. Do I understand he got the license at quarter 
sessions, though he had been convicted of shebeening 
1 in his house, and it was under 10*. rateable value ? — 
Yes. 

57,307. Is there any other case you can cite? — There 
are several cases where men have come up and got a 
spirit grocer's license, and then next year applied for 
an ordinary publican’s license, and the county court 
judge gives it to them because he considers it a less 
evil than tho spirit grocer. 

57.908. The publican’s license would allow him to 
sell spirits P — The publican can sell beer and spirits. 

57.909. What was tho principle on which a person 
who was granted a spirit, grocer’s license in London- 
derry, and then applied for a publican’s license, had 
the publican s license granted to him. Was his former 
license taken away? — He gives up the spirit grocer’s 
license and gets an ordinary publican’s license. 

57.910. The magistrates thought that the publican’s 
license was lees detrimental than the spirit grooers in 
that caso P — Yea, that was it. 


57,911. That would seem to point in the direction of 
the increase of the publicans’ licenses ? — That has been 


tho cause of some of tho increase in the county Derry. 
People get the spirit grocer’s license first, and then 
apply for tho publican’s. 


57,922. And for these horso-races this license was 
granted by the magistrates P — It was. 

57,928. Was the license in tho caso of the temper- 
ance lioree-racing meeting ro fused by the magistrates 
in tho first instance ? — It was rofased at petty sessions, 
and then tho applicant went to a magistrate out of 
petty sessions and got it. 

57.924. That of course is a legal proceeding P— It is 
irregular. 

57.925. But not illegal P — Not illegal. 

57.926. Then supposing a person gets up sports and 
a man takes out on occasional license, though he is not 
allowed to enter on the ground, he can go to the side of 
the road and sell the liquor there. Would that be 
legal P — It would be irregular. The constabulary got 
up sports at Deny, and a man ogoinst their wish had 
an occasional license and sola outside the sports 
ground iu a public road. 

57.927. Have yon anything to soy as to the entry of Wjjjj 
premises by the police P — It should be an offence to 
delay a constable demanding to enter in pursuance of P®*' 
the Act. Constables are delayed admission until 
evidence of drinking, &c., may havo been removed. 

57.928. Iu tho case of gambling houses, they take 
care to hide the dice and tho cards before the police 
enter P — Yes. 

57.929. I think yon. have touched on the six-day 
licenses and you would enoourago the six-day licenses by 
an increase in the charge for seven -day licenses ?— Yes. 

57.930. I suppose by that moans the number of 
houseB which would supply lonii fide travellers ana 
others would bo lessened r— That would be the object 
of it. 

57.931. You have reforrod to somo of the letter* 
which you havo in your hands. I do not know whether 
there is any letter you wish specially to put in evidence r 
— I think not. I havo roterred to tho letter from 
Father Loughrey, of Dungiven. 
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r V 57.9-32- (Mr. Young.) Du you think that the cou- 
"• Jfr- c ; 11 ' sumption of ether has anything to do with the 
«. ua'natn. rsgtriot j OJ ]g that were placed upon the people by 
" Father Matthew, and by the teetotal societies P — It is 
®??L- said that the state of temperance that existed in the 
y ear iy40 gave rise to the u«o of ether. 

57,933. And it was to evade the pledge? — That is 
what lam told. 

Arrests tor 57,934. (Mr. Johnston.) You say that arrests for 
liaple simple drunkenness are not legal, but you can summon 
jronken- always for an offence against the law ? — We may detain 
sets. when a person, is so drunk as to bo incapable of 
taking care of himself. 

57.935. That is the only source of the power to arrest 
really, the power to detain a man for his own pro- 
tection ? — That is all. 

57.936. Yon can follow a man who is manifestly 
drunk, and ascertain his name and address, and 
summon him for the offence of drunkenness? — We can. 

Sumter of 57,937. (Mr. Whittaker.) I should like to ask you one 
public- question on your table X VI. On the Saturday night 
houses and from 8 p.m. to 12 midnight, there were 256 arrests for 
drunken- drunkenness P — That is right. 

EtS ' 57,938. On the Sunday night from 8 p.m. to 
12 o’clock there were only 21 arrests ?— Yes. 

57.939. On the Monday night 134 P — Yes. 

57.940. The public-houses are closed on Sunday 
night ? — They are closed all day on Sunday except to 
bond fide travellers. 

57.941. They are closed during those hours from 
8 p.m. to 12 P — Yes. 

57.942. When they are open on Saturday night you 
have 12 times as many arrests for drunkenness as when 


they arc closed on Sunday P — Yes, exactly, a little Mr. C. IV. 
more. Leaiham. 

57.943. Then it would be absurd to suggest, would it 29 ^TT, flg 

not, that the public-houses arc not responsible for 

drunkenness ? — It seems it would be advisable to close 

the public-houses earlier on Saturday night. 

57.944. It is clear that the drunkenness arises from 
the public-houses, is it not, because when they are open 
t-liere is drunkenness, and when they are closed there , is 
not ? — From that table you would appear to be quite 
right. 

57.945. (Mr. Hyslop.) In table XYI. I sco that the 
arrests for drunkenness are 120 on Sunday ? — 141 is tho 
total in the outside column. 

57.946. — Then as they do not get the supply of drink 
from the public-honses, how does that happen P The 
public-houses are closed on Sunday P — We suppose 
there have been bond fide travellers who havo got tho 
liquor. 

57.947. See that number p — It may have been so. 

57,94-8. (Mr. Whittaker.) 120 of those axe between 

midnight on Saturday and eight on Sunday evening, 
and therefore it would be the overflow from the Satur- 
day night's drinking ? — Some of them may be. 

57.949. Between midnight and eight the next morning 
they are clearly the people who got their drink on the 
Saturday night, is not that so ? — That is very likely so. 

57.950. (MV. Walker.) Did Father Matthew's Crusade 
have any lasting beneficial effect? — I do not know 
personally. 

57.951. You cannot answer that question P — I have 
read a good deal about it. It was very general. It did 
not only apply to South Derry, it was all over the 
country. 

57.952. It gave rise to an illicit form of drinking 
that had not hitherto existed P — In South Derry, I 
am told, it gave rise to ether drinking. 


The witness withdrew. 
Adjourned till to-morrow at 10.30. 


I 3 
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ROYAL COMMISSION ON LIQUOR LICENSING LAWS ; 


NINETY-SEVENTH DAY. 


Queen s Robing Room, House of Lords, Wednesday, March 30th, 1898. 


PRESENT : 

The Eight Honourable the VISCOUNT DE VESOI in the Chair. 

Sir Charles Cameron, Bart., M.P. John Herbert Roberts, Esq., M.P. 

Tho Vory Reverend H. H. Dickinson, Dean. Charles Walker, Esq. 

William Sproston Caine, Esq. Thomas Palmer Wiuttakbr, Esq., M.P. 

Henry Grinling, Esq. Samuel Young, Esq., M.P. 

Samuel Hyslop, Esq. George Younger, Esq. 

Andrew Johnston, Esq. 

Mr. Alexander Oambell called in and examined. 


Mr. A. 57,953. (Viscount ic Vcsci.) Yon arc Conntj- Inspector 
Cambell, of Cork ? — Yes. 

, no 57,951. Yon bavo boon County Inspector of Cork city 

J 8 and East Riding, since tho 1st April 1895 P — Yes. 

Position of 57,955. What is yonr previous experience os an officer 
witness. of the Royal Constabulary P — I have had 29 years and 
11 months’ service. 

57,956. In what parts of Ireland have you boon sta- 
tioned P — In Armagh, Galway, Dublin, Antrim, Kerry, 
Louth, North Tipperary, Waterford, and Cork, East 
Riding. 

East 57,957. Can you state of your own knowledge, how 

Hiding many licensing districts there are in tho East Riding of 
of Cork. Cork, how many quarter sessions districts ? — Three 
I thiuk, as well as I remember. 

57,958. Is there a Recorder of Cork ? — 'The Recorder 
is the licensing authority for tho city of Cork. 

57,959 Is ho tho county court judge outside P — Ho 
is tho county court judge. Ho and tho magistrates 
constitute tho licensing authority in tho East Riding. 

57,960. Is ho the county court judgo of tho othor 
Riding as well P — No, there is no county court in tho 
Wost Riding. 

Cork city 57,901. Will you give tho population of tho city in 
1891 P— In 1891 it was 75.345. 

57.962. And of tho East Riding F — 211,159. 

57.963. What is tho acreage of tho city P — 2,685. 

57.964. What is the police force of the city ? — Two 
officers and 181 mon of all ranks; and in tho East 
Riding 11 officors and 000 men of all ranks. 

57.965. Will you toll us the number of licensed 
houses of all kinds in tho city P — 576, of which 524 are 
fully licensed. 

57.966. And in tho East Riding P — 1,180, of which 
1,144 avo fully licensed. 

57.967. Will you giro tho number of seven-day 
licenses in the city— 489. 

57.968. And only nine Bix-day licenses? — Nine six- 
day licenses. 

57.969. How many spirit grocers are there ?— Seven ; 
wholesale beer dealers, 12 ; wholesale wine and spirit 
dealers, 16. There are two theatres, eight wiue retailors, 
four bcor and wine retailors, and ono six-day wholesale 
and retail wiuolioense. There are one six-day wholesale 
and retail beer and spirit license, and one seven-day 
wholesale and retail lioense. 

57.970. Will you give ns the figures for tho East 
Riding? — Seven-day licenses, 1,057; six-day licenses, 
32 ; seveu-dav and early closing licenses, 12 ; six-day 
and early closing licenses, 43 ; spirit grocers, 2 ; whole- 
sale beer doalers, 26 ; beor retailors, 3 ; wholesale and 
retail beer dealers combined, 5. 

57.971. Making in all 1,180 P— Yes. 

Excessive 57,972. Will you state your own opinion and that of 
number of your officors as to the requirements of the public? — 
licensed That there arc far too many lioonsed houses. 


57.973. What is the proportion in Cork city ? — One ,, . 
to 130 inhabitants. 

57.974. And in the East Riding P — The average is — 
ono to 71 in towns and villages. It varies. In Queens- 
town, it is one to 123 ; Fermoy, one to 78; Mallow, ono 

to 58 ; Charleville, one to 42 ; Mitchelstown, ono to 35 ; 
Kantuik, one to 27 ; Knocknagrco, one to 16. The last 
two are extreme cases. 

57.975. Can you give any particular reason from 
your own knowledge why there is such a discrepancy 
ni tho proportions in these towns P — I really cannot, 
except as regards Enocknagrec. Tho only reason, 1 
think, why there can be so many licensed houses there 
is that there are 10 lather large cattle fairs in the year. 

It is a small village ; I believe tberc are 38 houses. 

57.976. There are no other causes except that of the 
action of the licensing authority. It has nothing to do 
with tho proprietors or tho owners ?— I am not aware, 
Fermoy, for instance, is n largo military station. 

57.977. There is a garrison thore P — Yes. 

57.978. (Mr. Whittaker.) Do oh tho population you 
have given include tho garrison P — I do not think it 
does; 1 am not quite snro about that. 

57.979. (Viscount do Vcsci.) Can you give us tho 
average number of troops quartered at Fermoy through 
tho year ? — No, I could not. 

57.980. There is muro than one regiment there, I 
think P — Yes ; there are artillery as well as infantry. 

57.981. Can you give tho valuation of the public- Lownfc- 
houses in Cork P — In n few instnucos 1 can. Some of aiion d 
the houses are valued at a low valuation. In Cork public- 
thore are 13 at a valuation of 5Z. and under, 130 at a nonies. 
valuation of 10Z. and under, 164 at a valuation of 15Z. 

and under. In Fermoy there are 13 valued at 1.0Z. and 
under, and 23 at 15Z. and under. In Mallow 3 valued 
at 5Z. aud under, 19 at 1(JZ. and under, 26 at 15Z. and 
nndcr. In Charlevillo thore are two at 5Z. and under, 

11 at 10Z. and under, 11 at 15Z. and under. 

57.982. Those arc tho four principal towns in tho 
East Riding P — Well, no, not tho principal towns ; I take 
them os instances. 

57.983. (Mr. Whittaker.) Avo those public-houses or 
all kinds of licenses P — I think they are public-houses. 

57.984. (Viscount da Fcsci.) Public-houses only?— 

Yes. I got tho figures from the Inland Revenue and 
I asked them for particulars of publio-liouse3. 

57.985. Will you give us your opinion as to what Stnehnl 

class of housos they are? — As a rule they are fairly coodicoc-*. 
good, but some of them aro badly adapted owing to 
scanty accommodation, badly enclosed yards, and back 
exits. ‘ 

57,936. Aro tho back exits very prevalent? — Not 
very. 

57,987. Iu the city I mean? — Not so very, I think. 

One hoars of them, though, from time to time. I can 
give you the proportion of good, fair, and bad houses if 
you wish. 
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I 57,988. Will you give it us shortly? — In the East 
Riding, according to returns furnished to me. the houses 
_ _ ' os regards accommodation generally arc 40 per cent, 
good, 47 per cent, fair, 13 per cent. bad. In the city 
73 per cent, good, 24 per cent, fair, and 3 per cent, 
bad. 




is 


Mce 

risaa. 


57.989. (Mr. Young.) What is meant by “bad As 
regards structural accommodation generally. I am 
speaking of the house and its structure aud general 
fitness as licensed premises. 

57.990. (Fiscounf de Vesci.) Then I think you state 
generally that the result of the excessive number of 
licenses is the creation of a number of needy publicans 
who are obliged to take up other occupations ? — Yes. 

57.991. Is it a common thing in the agricultural dis- 
tricts in the East Riding for the publican to carry on 
other business on tbe same premises, besides selling 
drink? — It is, and in the city too, very much indeed. 
There are 10 per cent, of tho public-houses in the city 
let out in tenements, for ono thing. There are also 
some of the publicans who aro artisans, car drivers, 
and other occupations. 

57.992. What I menu is, do they carry on other 
trades in tho snme shop where they Roll liquor ? — They 
do very much in tho East Riding. I can give you tho 
figures. N ine per cent, in tho city and 63 per cent, in 
the East Riding combine thesalc of provisions, groceries, 
and general goods with that of drink. 

57.993. General goods means that a m&u may be a 
bootmaker in fact ? — Not so much as selling meal, flour, 
and general provioions. 

57.994. Do you know of any whr» carry on a drapery 
business in tho same premises ? — I do not know of one, 
there may be. 

57,695. You have net gone into that?— I have not. 
It is generally provisions. 

57,996. I believe you state that it is very difficult to 
oarry on an effective polir.e supervision with such a 
number of houses ? — It is oxtromoly difficult indeed, 
especially as regards the country public-houses. Some 
of these public-houses are six miles from a police station, 
and I know of two instances where they aro seven mile9 
away. 


57.997. As a matter of fact, I suppose, your own men 
are watched P — They aro watched by a largo proportion 
of the publicans ; some of thorn I, boliovo, keep regular 
scouts for watching the polico on Sunday during 
closing hours. 

57.998. It iB exceedingly difficult, I suppose, in that 
case for your men to pay a surprise visit?— Extremely 
difficult. All sorts of devices have to l>c adopted. 

57.999. Do you employ plain-clothes men at allP — 
Yes, and men on bicycles ; sometimes men on cars. 
Various devices are resorted to. 


purchase of provisions, and in that way it makes the Mr. A. 
enforcement of tho Act difficult. Cambtll. 

58.006. That would be their defence in case of , 7. 

prosecution? — Yes. People who may hesitate about 

going into a public-house will go without any hesitation 

into these houses. 

58.007. Your next paragraph is a general statement Conduct of 
about the way in which the licensed traders keep their licensed 
houses ?— Yes, in general they beep their houses very houses, 
fairly, hut a large proportion of them arc inclined to 

sell on Sunday in contravention of tho Act, if they can 
do so with impunity. 

58.008. If it were not for police supervision ? — Yes. 

58.009. You speak more particularly, I suppose, with 
regard to the public-houses in the city ?— They are all 
the same, oity aud county. 

58.010. Will you toll us the facts ns to the question of A4 u i tern . 
adulterating liquor ?— My experience is that there is no ,j on- 
adulteration of liquor other than patting water inio it. 

58.011. (Dean Dioltinson.) That is dilution, rather? — 

Yes. Oue often hears the idea expressed that liquor is 
adulterated, but my experience, and that of others whom 
I have consulted, is thut it is not. 

58.012. (Viscount de Vcscl.) Wc havo heard that 
already. Will you state the number of cases of Into 
years which have occurred in your district ? — 22 cases 
of dilution of whisky by water. 

53.013. Have you prosecuted ? — Yes. These were 
prosecatod coses. 

58.014. Successfully? — Yes. 

58.015. With regard to tho tied houses, what do 

you say P — There are 80 per cent, of tho city public- houses, 
houses tied, and about 17 per cent, in the East Riding. 

58.016. I think you go further into detail on the 
question of tied houses later on P — I do. The system is 
spreading rather in the country. 

58.017. With regard to the drunkenness in Cork city j) run ken- 
what do you say P — I have prepared some returns on DCM Jq 
the subject which I have handed in. There is a good Cork. 

' deal of systematic heavy drinking, and a considerable 
amount of actual drunkenness among artisans and the 
labouring classes of both sexes in the city. 

53.018. Will you give your figures for Cork city, 
first for three years, 1895, 1896, and 1897 P — In 1895 the 
convicted casus were : mule, 1516 ; female, 825 ; total, 

2,341. In 1896 : male, 1,452 j foinalc, 836; total 2,288. 

In 1897: male, 1,560 j female, 766 ; total 2,320. 

58.019. Thera is no great variation in those three 
years then ? — Hardly any. 

58.020. Will yon take the East Riding of Cork for j- , 
tho same years? — In 1895: male, 2,730; female, 157; t>- _ 
total 2,887. In 189G : male, 2,989 female, 214 ; total 
3,203. In 1897' ; male, 2,896 : female, 279 ; total 3,175. 


Hind 

trades. 


58.000. Havo yon formed any opinion with regard to 
the site of a public-house whether any condition should 
be made as to proximity to a police post? — It would be 
very desirable indeed ii it could be done. 

58.001. It could bo limited? — Decidedly. 

58.002. Can you state what distance you would, in 
your opinion, prefer? — The nearer the bettor. If 
possible, within a mile, I should say. 

58.003. I have already asked yon about combining 
the sale of provisions with drink : 63 per cent, of those 
in the East Riding combine the sale of provisions and 
groceries P — Yes. 

58.004. I think your officer's havo reported to you 
strongly against those houses P— Yos. They roportod 
strongly against these houses as tending to tbe spread 
of drunkenness, especially among women, and render- 
ing a Btriot enforcement of the Sunday Closing Act 
very difficult. 

58.005. In what way, with regard to the Sunday 
Closing Act? Do thoy find the people on the premises 
ostensibly with the view of purchasing goods on 
Sunday P — Yes. People go into those shops ; the 
counter is on one side for the sale of liquor, and perhaps 
that for tho salo of provisions and goods is on tne other 
side. In somo instances there is a wooden partition 
which is movable, and is lockod on Sunday, but in 
some instances thoro is no such partition, and even 
where thore is, it can be easily opened at a moment’s 
notice, and when the police go into the house, tho 
people found there can say that thoy ore there for tho 


58.021. You furnish another table of tho number of Habitual 
persons convicted threo times and upwards as drunk drunkards, 
and disorderly. This is only for tho year 1897, I think ? 

— Yes. In Cork city the number convicted 3 times 
and less than 5 during the year 1897 was 31 men, 

45 women ; the number convicted 5 times aud less than 
10 was 3 men, 3 women ; none were convicted oftener. 

In Cork, East Riding, men convicted 3 times and less 
than 5, 85; women, 12. Convicted 5 times and less 
than 10, men, 6 ; women, 1. None were mors frequently 
convicted. 

58.022. You have a table of arrests for drunkenness. 

Do you wish to put that in now ? It is rather long ? — 

I do not know that it is very material. 

58.023. Will you state generally where is the drinking 
mostly carried on P — In public-houses. There is little, 
if any, home drinking. 

58.024. What are the worst days for drunkenness P — 

Saturday and Monday. 

58.025. On what days of the week ore the wages 
paid P — On Fridays ana Saturdays. 

58.026. Are thoro any large shipbuilding yards, or 
onything like that in Cork ?— No, there is no shipbuild- 
ing. There is a largo flax factory, a manure works, 
four breweries, two distilleries, and large saw yards. 

Those are tho principal things. 

58.027. What is the favourite drink of both sexes P— Favourite 

Porter. liquor. 

58.028. Not much whisky is drunk? — Not much in 
the city, there is in the East Riding. Porter and 
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whisky are the favourite drinks in the East Riding, I 
understand. 

58.029. With regard to Monday, what have you to 
say? — It is locally called the women's day. They 
drink chiefly on Monday, and the men on Saturday. 
The women have more money on Monday ; they pawn 
the ciothes then. 

58.030. They pawn the husbands’ clothes ? — Yes, and 
redeem the clothes on Saturday night when the 
husbands' wages are received. 

58,081. What do you state as to the way in which 
some of the publicans tempt tlie women to drink ? — 
There is what is called the “ small pint ” in Cork, and 
that is an ordinary pint of porter, with a very little 
poured out of it. and given for three- fourths the 
ordinary prico of a pint. 

58,032. They chaTge l$d., the cost of a pint toll 
being 2d. ? — Yes. I might mention that 35 per cent, 
of the persons convictod for drunkenness the lost three 
years in tho city were womon ; in the East Riding only 
seven per cent. 

58,083. (Bean Bicldnson) Through tho greater 
facilities for drink ? — I really cannot account for it : 
perhaps so ; they have pretty good facilities, I think, in 
the countTy as well. 

58.034. ( Viscount de Vesci.) With regard to sho- 
beening, what do you say? — There is very little 
shebeening indoed. There are 11 prosecutions in three 
years ; at present there are only five suspected shebeens 
in the city. 

58.035. Out of the 11 there were six convictions, and 
five dismissals? — Yes. 

58.036. Can you give any reason for those dismis- 
sals? — I cannot. I do not know tho facts of the cases. 
There are five suspected shebeens at present, and no 
known shebeens in the city. 

58.037. What is the difference between a suspected 
shebeen and a known one ? It was stated yesterday, by 
a witness from Belfast, that a known shebeen was one 
in which there had been one conviction ? — I think that 
is what is understood by it — where there is almost 
proof that it is a shebeen. The other is where wo have 
never actually had a conviction or a prosecution. 

58.038. Then these shebeens have disappeared alto- 
gether P — Yes. 

58.039. And the houses arc kept properly now?— 
Yes. 


8,040. (Mr. Young.) Aro these shebeens brothels P— 


58.041. (Viscount de Vesci.) Aro any of them ? — No. 

58.042. You state hero that there are no bogus clubs ? 
— None. 

58.043. You go moro fully into the question of clubs 
later on P — Yes. 

58.044. What do you say as to the question of 
drunkenness in the East Riding ? — Country people do 
not drink except on special occasions, snch as fair and 
market days and holidays, at funerals, &c. 

58.045. And at wakes ? — Yen. 

58.046. You say whisky and porter are the favourite 
drinks P — Yos, and in tho country Monday and Saturday 
soom to bo the days which furnish most of the cases of 
drunkenness. There is also a considerable amount of 
drunkenness on Sundays. 

58.047. How do you account for that ? — It is attribut- 
able chiefly, I think, to funerals — they are held very 
much on Sunday — to football and hurling tournaments, 
which gather together large numbers ot people. 

58.048. How do they procure the drink for those 
Sunday funerals and Sunday meetings ? — They got it 
in the public-houses. 

58.049. On the previous dayP — No; I should think 
they get it that day, on Sunday. That is one instance 
of the bad effects of these combined huuses, if I may 
use tho term, which sell drink as well as ptovisions. 

58.050. In yonr opinion, they are able to go in and 
carry out drink from there unknown to tho police P— 
Yes ; or drink there when the backs of tho police are 
turned. Wo cannot be everywhere. There is a certain 
amount of evasion of the Sunday Closing Act, in spite 
of all our efforts. There is uo doubt about it. 

58.051. Do they drink much at these athletic meet- 
ings ? — They do. 


58.052. It has been stated here, I think, that athletic jr 
meeting are the cause of the gradual diminution of Oa ‘" 
drunkenness P — There is no doubt about it that in my 
district those largo gatherings aro responsible for i 
groat amount of drinking. 

58.053. (Bean Bicldnson.) Not on the part of the 
athletes themBelves, but the people who come ?— Yes 
tho people who como to a great extent from different 
directions. There aro also what are called hiring 
markets, which gather together large numbers of the 
labouring classes, and these people are entitled to 
drink, being bond Jule travellers. 

58.054. (Viscount de Yeses. ) Aro those hiring markets rr ■ 

held on Sundays P— Yes. * JSX,- 

58.055. Is that very prevalent iu the East Riding?— Sumbj*. 
Not very prevalent, but there aro some of them ; I haTo 
heard of them. 

58.056. Does that happen in other parts of Ireland of 
which you have knowledge ? — Yes. It is very common 
in Kerry whero I have been. 

58.057. Take the north of Ireland, the remoter parts 
of Ireland. I think you said von were in Armagh and 
Louth ; do they have these hiring markets there on 
Sunday ? — No. 

58.058. It is more prevalent in the south South 
and south-west. 

58.059. You state here with regard to the athletic 
meetings that when tho sports aro ouded then is the 
time the drinking commences P — Yos. 

58.060. They then go into the public-houses whero 
they can get in without being noticed by the polioe ?— 

Yes. 

58.061. A great many of them, I suppose, claim to 
come as bond fide travellers P — They go openly because 
a great number of them are bond fide travellers. 

58.062. Thoy come from a distance to attend those 
meetings ? — Yos, they go from town to town. One 
town will challeugo another town. 

58.063. With regard to the shebeens in the East Shitum | 
Riding. The shebeens I have referred to before are iu in Easi I 
the city? — Yes. Thero are 30 wliut I may call suspected Biding | 
shebeens altogether in the East Riding. I combine the 
known and tho suspected. 

58.064. How many prosecutions were there?— 
Twenby-ono prosecutions in throo years, out of which 
there wore 17 convictions. Thero are no bogus clubs 
in tlie East Riding. Drunkenness is, it anything, slightly 
on the increase in the East Riding, but it is very slight. 

58.065. Do you consider that in crimes classed as Qmd: 
outrages a certain percentage is attributable to drink? 0 f drtxi 
— Yes. I have had tho register in my office examined, undo*- 
and I find that about 17 per cent, of the serious crimes 
classed as outrages aro traceable to or conneotod in 
some way with drink. 

58.066. With regard to tho cases of convictions of 
cruelty to children, what have you to say p — According 
to tlie returns furnished to me, out of 115 convicted 
cases iu throo years, 105 aro traceable to drink. In 
this I do not include 49 dismissed coses, which are also 
said to have boon traceable to drink. Of snob cases as 
assaults, affrays, and disorderly conduct, I should soy 
60 or 70 per cent are traceable to drink. 

58.067. That is as distinct from the class of crimes 
called outrages? — Yes. 

58.068. With regard to tho Tvuok Act you have, I Truck!* 
think, something to say? — Stops have been taken 
recently to put a stop to the practice of paying labourers 

in public-houses, which, until lately, waB carried on in 
a few instances in Cork city. 

58.069. That is nothing of great importance, I 
8 oppose P — No, it is not. 

58.070. Will you bo good enough to tell us the dete- 
nu mber of clubs in Cork city? — There are 12 clubs in 

tho city in which exciseable liquors are kept for 
membois’ use. 

58.071. Are they the proporty of the members of the 
club? — They aro. Thero is one club of a peculiar 
nature. One is incorporated as a limited liability 
company. About half the members are shareholders, 
but having no privileges over tho other members except 
in one particular, that is of voting at the annual 
general meeting. The profits, if any, are applied to the 
maintaining of the premises and furniture, and the 
annual subscriptions are the same in each case. 
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59,072. The other members have no right of voting P — 
Tea. 

58)073. It is procticolly a proprietary club, under the 
name of a limited liability company ? — I think it is, but 
I am not very clear about the subject. That is the 
only one that differs from the others, which are ordin- 
ary members’ clubs. 

58.074. Of the 12, 1 believe 11 are social, and one is 
political? — Yes. All are properly organised bond fide 
clubs. 

58.075. The social clubs are of persons of all 
olasses P — Yes. 

58.076. Does that include working men’s clubs P— 

I think there is about one only, which can be called a 
working man’s club, the others are of a different social 
grade. 

58.077. You can give an instance of one club which 
was immediately dissolved? — Yes, there was one club 
lately dissolved, and a new one formed in its place. 

I understand that this new club is tied to a publican, the 
owner of the house in whioh the club meets, which is 
not on licensed premises. 

58,077a. It is on distinct premises? — Yes. 

58.078. Are they near each other, or in the same 
street for instance P— They are in the same street. 
They arc rather near each other. 

58.079. You stated with regard to the clubs that 
some of thorn are what yon call doubtful. Do you 
believe that a great deal of drinking is carried on in 
those clubs on Saturday nights ? — Yes, there is reason 
to know that there is. An idea has got abroad that 
habits contracted in these doubtful clubs have in- 
juriously affected some of the members. 

58.080. How nre the rules observed about admitting 
outsiders ? — I am told rather laxly. 

58.081. Do they come in as friends of the members ? 
—I think so. 

58.082. Have you been able to prove any case where 
they paid for their own drink P — No, I have nothing 
very definite to go upon in connexion with those clubs. 

58.083. Have tho men under you come across frequent 
cases of intoxication in the case of people going homo 
from those clnbs P — Yes, on Saturday nights they have. 
Polioe interference has not been found necessary iu 
those oases. 

58,084'. That is becauso, I suppose, they were going 
home quietly ? — Yes, the other members took them 
home. 1 think those doubtful clubs have not called for 
police interfcronco, but still I think they do some haim 
to some of the members. 

58.085. What is the opinion of the licensed traders 
with regard to those clubs? — They complain about 
them. They complain of the injury to their business, 
from the facilities for drinking during closing hours 
enjoyed by those clubs. 

58.086. Are those clubs opon on a SnndayP— Yes. 

58.087. During prohibited hours ? — Yes, and some of 
them are open late at night. 

58.088. (Dean Dickinson.) Till early in the morning ? 
— Yes. 

58.089. (Viscount da Vetci.) Do you know at all what 
aro ns a rule thoir opening and closing hours?— I 
furnished a returu, but I have not quite got the 
numbers here. 

58.090. Will you give it us generally ? — In a few 
instances they 'keep open till 1 or 2, or perhaps 
half-past 2 iu tho morning. 

58.091. What time would they bo open again? — I 
should think about 10 or 11 the next day. 

58.092. What hours do they koop open on Sunday ? — 
I should think from about 11 all the day through. 

58.093. It is the same as on week days P — Very much 
tho same. 

58.094. What do yon say with regard to clubs in the 
East Hiding ? — Thero aro eight clubs in the East 
Hiding, but none of them call for special notice. 

58.095. Will yon give ns any information yon cun 
about bogus clubs ; that is in the city P — Yes. During 
the post year two bogus clubs were started in Cork, but 
wero soon suppressed by the exertions of the Excise and 
constabidury. They were regular drinking clubs, 
shebeens in fact, without the usual elements of secrecy. 
They wero hold in the same house, a tenement house. 


58.096. Both clubs in the same house ? — Yes. Mr. A. 

58.097. On different floors? — On different floors; Gambell. 

and they were rather squalid in their general character. 

The members, 206 in tuo one case and 126 in the other 3° Mar. '08 

case, wero of the labouring class. An Excise officer 

succeeded in buying drink in one clob. A prosecution 
followed resulting in one conviction. Later on the 

police secured nine convictions. As a result both 
clubs were broken up, nncl have not since been 
re-formed. 

58.098. Those nine convictions wero all at one time P 
-No. 

58.099. Nine different persons convicted on one 
night? — Nino convictions ou throe prosecutions. 

58.100. Brought on at different sossious ? — Yes. If 
any further details aro thought necessary I can give 
them. 

58.101. The result is there are no bogus clubs now in 
the city? — None whatever. 

58.102. With regard to the administration of the Lax ailmi- 
licensing laws, what is your opinion as to the way in nistrnlion 
whioh the ordinary justices administer the law? — I by justices, 
mast say that I think' some of tho ordinary jusiices do 

not give the police sufficient support in carrying out 
the provisions of the Licensing Acts. A large propor- 
tion of tho prosecutions against publicans are dismissed. 

It cannot well be alleged that the police bring weak 
cases into court, as the district officers alwayB investi- 
gate tho facts, and order prosecutions only when they 
believe thero is sufficient evidence. 

58.103. Are these cases ever submitted to you by 
your district officers ? — Very rarely. 

58.104. Not often before they begin the prosecution ? 

—No. 

58.105. Would you givo the totals of tho convictions Dismissal 
and dismissals first of all for offences against the of cases 
Sunday Closing Act ; tho totals will lie sufficient ? — in East 
The total number of convictions of all kinds in three Siding, 
years in tho East Hiding were 600, and 325 dismissals. 

58.106. Taking oaoli offence separately, will you givo 
the total of the offences against the Sunday Closing Act? 

This is spread over tho three years, I think? — Yes. 

58.107. (Mr. Young.) Aro these prosecutions all for 
drunkenness? — No, they aro prosecutions of publicans 
for breaches of tho Licensing Acts. 

58.108. ( Viscount de Vasci.) First of all offences 
agaiust the Sunday Closing Act ? — In tho East Hiding 
479 convictions and 249 dismissals. 

58.109. Selling drink to drunken persons, or 
permitting drunkenness P — 29 convictions and 24 
dismissals. 

58.110. Other offences agaiust the Licensing Act? — 

92 convictions and 52 dismissals. 

58.111. Tho other offences would cover dilntion, and 
what else ? — Selling ou week days in prohibited hours, 
refusing to admit the polico, permitting gaming, and 
various other offences of that kiud. 

58.112. Will you give the same totals for the city of Cork city. 
Cork? First Of all, the gross total of convictions and 

of dismissals?— 112 convictions and 59 dismissals. 

53.113. Now tako the Sunday Closing Act ? — 89 con- 
victions, 45 dismissals; selling driuk to drunken 
persons or permitting drunkenness, 18 convictions, 4 
dismissals j other offences, 10 convictions, 10 dismis- 
sals. Then there were iu the East Hiding 181 cases in 
three years in which the district officers ordered no 
prosecutions owing to insufficient evidence. 

58.114. So that all tho cases you brought your dis- 
trict officers wore satisfied were good cases ? — Yes. 

58.116. And they ought, iu their opinion, to have got 
convictions P — Yes, perhaps not in every case ; we 
thought wo had a strong primd facie case. 

68,110. To what do you attribute the action of the Cunvnas- 
magistrates in this respect : is it owing to canvassing? ing. 

—I havo grounds to believe that some of them aro 
canvassed. There is no doubt of it. 

58.117. There are a very large number of dismissals 
in the Biding; 600 convictions and 325 dismissals — 
that is a very largo proportion? — Yes, I have good 
reason to believe that canvassing is carried on ou 
behalf of publicans who are prosecuted by the police. 

58.118. Do you attribute it solely to canvassing, or 
are thero any other causes whioh in your belief account 
for it ? —I do not know of any other cause. 
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Mr. A. 58,119. ( Dean Dickinson.) A.ro tho magistrates eon- 
Gambcll. neoted by relationship with tho liqaor trade P — Yes, 

30 M — ’ thoy are, in Bomo instances. 

, ar ' 58,120. In several instancoa? — Yes, they are, 
decidedly. 

58.121. (Viscount tie Ytsci) Do yon consider that 
these cases whore the dismissals are most frequent are 
in one portion of tho East Riding more than in another, 
or is it spread over the whole of tho East Riding? — It 
is pretty well spread over it. 

58.122. I take it the force under you havo very little 
confidence in the oxerciso of jnstioo ? — Not very much. 

I should sny I do not mean to apply that to all magis- 
trates ; I apply it only to some. 

Small 58,129. With regard to whore convictions nro 

penalties, obtained, will you give ns auy facts as to the penalties 
that are enforced? — Yes; it would seem that tho 
penalties enforced nro very small. I have had returns 
prepared of tho average fines imposed for penalties, 
and they arc as follows: — For offences against tho 
Sunday Closing Act : for the first offence, 12s. 6d . ; for 
the second offence, 13. 2s. 6(3. ; for the third offence, 

1 1. 12s. 3d. For permitting drunkenness, or selliug to 
drunken persons : for the first offence, 13.2s.; for the 
second offence, 13. 5*. ; for the third offence, 13. 2s. Oil. 
For other offences : first offence, 12s. 4-d. ; second 
offence, 18s. 4*3. ; third offence, 13. 6s. 

58.124. Will you state the penalties provided by the 
Act ? I suppose these are maximum P — Tho maximum 
penalties provided by the Act for breaches of tho 
Sunday Closing Act are, for the first offence, 103., and 
for the second 203. The samo as rogards permitting 
drunkenness, and selling to drunken persons. In some 
instances fines of 5s. or 2s. 6d. are imposed. 

58.125. Such as ior selling during prohibited hours P 
— yes, or selling on Sunday. 

58.126. You further slate that the police havo no 
power of appeal ? — They havo no power of appeal. 

Endorse- 58,127. Witii regard to endorsements P — As regards 
meat of endorsements, out of 600 convictions in the Hast 

licenses. Riding in throe years only 91 wore recorded, that is 

15 per cent. In the city out of 112 convictions in 
three years, only two were recorded. I was struck by 
that, and inquired into it. 

58,123. A very large number of these are in your 
opinion, and in tho opinion of your officers, very serious 
offences ? — Thoy arc. Tho records of tho city nro 
practically nil. 

58.129. Will you state generally yonr view with 
regard to the administration of the licensing laws by 
the constabulary? — It imposes a great deal of hard 
work on tho police. 

58.130. That is tho same all over Ireland, I suppose ? 

. — It is. 

Tied 58,131. Will you state tho facts in tho city as to tiod 

houses. houses?— There are 80 per oent. of the fully licensed 

; houses in tho city which are tied, and about 17 per 

cent, of those in the East Riding. 

58.132. In what way does the Irish system differ 
from the English with regard to tied houses ? — In Cork 
tho publican is tied only, as a rule, for porter, stout, 
and ale. Ho may buy everything elso where he pleases. 

51.133. Not spirits P — With few exceptions. 

58.134. The brewers, then, own the tied houses in 
those cases P — Yes, none of tho Cork publicans arc tied 
to distillers. Tho brewers hold all the tied houses, 
except a few. 

58.135. And they do not. make any arrangement with 
regard to other goods that may bo required, in the way 
of spirits, or other things? — No, 1. understand not. A 
few are tiod to wholesale spirit dealers. 

Systems of 58,136. Will you state tho classifications of tho tiod 
| tying- houses P — There are three methods of tying : first, where 
tho brewer has acquired both house and license ; 
secondly, whoro ho has acquired tho liceuso only ; 
thirdly, houses temporarily tied by a mortgage. 

58,137. Will you explain tho second qualification, 
where he has acquired tho license only. I do not 
understand how it is ho holds tho license, but not tho 
house ? — I have a fow notes given to mo very kindly l»y 
tho manager of u brewer. Perhaps that might explain 
it. 

58,1:58. (Doan Dickinson.) Is he a tenant? — This may 
throw some light on the subject. It is a memorandum 


given to me by tho manager of a brewing firm : “ The .. 

* ‘ tied-house trade first arose through publicans lodging q' u, 

“ their leases or licenses with the brewer ns security ‘ 

“ for money due, or advanced at time of deposit.” ~~ 

58.139. (Ftseoiuit Pc Fran.) That docs not come under 
the head of your third one, “ temporarily tied by 
mortgage,” docs it ?— No. They acquire the license, 
buy it up simply ; the publican assigns it in some way. 

I am not quite olear about it, to tell tho truth. 

58.140. (Mr. Qrinling.) Butin this case tho brewer 
does not actually hold the license ; it is merely lodged 
with him ? — He does nob hold it. It is in his name, 
bnt tho brewer holds it. 

58.141. (Viscount do Fetei.) Por a temporary advance 
of money ? — I should think so. 

58.142. (Mr. Grinling.) The brewer docs not actually 
hold the license ? — No, but ho considers it his property, 

I understand, and it is handed on from one tenant to 
another. 

58.143. (Mr. Younger.) Is it endorsed to him?— No, 
the brewer does not appear in the mattor at all. 

58.144. (Viscount dc Vesri.) That does not come under 
tho head of “ mortgage ” then ? — No, is is a different 
thing. The publican is bound to buy his liquor from 
the brewer. 

58.145. During the time that ho has deposited his 
license with that particular brewer for a temporary 
advance P — Certainly. 

58.146. (MV. Young.) That is not a tied house in the 
ordinary acceptation of tho term P — The brewers in 
Cork consider it a tied house. 

58.147. (Mr. Younger.) Exactly in the same way that 
if you have an advance from a bank, you are expected 
to give them nil your business ?— 1 suppose it is the 
same thing. At all events, the brewers consider the 
houso tied to tbom, and the publioua must buy all his 
liquor of them. 

58.148. [Mr. Young.) In nil trades there is some sort 
of tying ? — I cannot say ; I suppose there is. 1 am 
sure there is if you say so. These particulars were 
furnished to mo by tho manager of a brewing firm, but 
I confess I do not myself understand the system very 
clearly. It is a very difficult one. 

58.149. ( Viscount <3« Vrsci.) Arc there auy houses 
conducted by managors P — Nono. 

58.150. You sny tho tied system is spreading ? — Tho 
system is spreading, decidedly. 

58.151. Can you give us tho number and increase of 
tied houses ? You say 80 por cout. in the city? — Yes. 

58.152. Dp to when is that return ? — Within a week 
or two ago. 

58.153. To what extant has it increased or spread 
during the time you havo boon at Cork ? — I am sorry 
to say I cannot givo tlxo figures for that, hut I have 
been informed that it is spreading in tho country, and I 
should think in tho city, hut the greater number of 
them are taken up and tied already — 80 per cent, are 
tied already. 

58.154. What is your opinion as to tho way in which Coailoct 
free houses conduct tlicir business os compared with of**® 
tied houses? — There is not very much differeuoo, bouses, 
os far as I enn understand, but tho free houses are, I 
think, rather bettor conducted than the tied bouses. 

48.155. Can you give any reason for tliat ? — I think 
the free publican perliaps takes more interest, or pride, 
or has more proprietary interest in his house. Perhaps 
in that way it may lie accounted for. 

58.156. Do you know whether there is any difference 
made in tho prices that ho has to give for the liquors 
supplied to liim ? — There is a conflict of testimony on 
that point, as far as 1 can see. I have copies of some of 
the agreements hero, and in most of them tliero is a 
clause binding tho brewer to snpplythc tied publican 
with liquor at the same price. 

58.157. Or rather binding the publican to buy from 
the brewer ? — Yes, and binding the brewer to give him 
liquor at tho same price and quality as to ordinary 
customers. 

58.158. As free houses? — As free houses. I havo had 
some inquiries made among tied men, and they say they 
do not get as good terms os tho other customers. 

58.159. In what way is that clause evaded then? — I 
cannot say ; nor can I say for certain that it is evaded. 

I simply give the statement on both sides. 
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Vr.A. 58. ICO. la there anything in the system of conducting 

tied houses which would lead men to dilute, or supply 
— worse goods ? — Mo ; I have never heard that beer, or 
porter, or stout, are diluted. Mo case of that kind has 
ever come under my notieo, nor have I hpard of any. 

58,161. It is part of the duties of the constabulary, 
i? it not, to inspect public-houses with regard to 
dilution ? — It is. 

..potion -VS, 102. Humpies arc periodically taken?— They arc. 

: ic: They tire inspectors under the Food and Drugs Act, and 

. ..,1 ,.nd {hey take samples Cor all kinds of food and drink. 

•''’s 5 '' ’ 58,1 63. The men of your force are inspectors ? — Yes. 

•58,161. Do they do it in plain clothos ? — As a rule 
not : but I have tried it recently in one district. I have 
not heard the result. It was suggested to me as a good 
idea, and I tried it. 

gMNof 58,165. Will you state what -was the result of an 
doiing. inquiry you hold as to tho drift of public opinion as to 
closing hours ? — I interviewed 23 representative persons, 
chiefly persons of education and position. 

58,166. Any of them connected with the trade? — No. 
-jidiy 58,167. All independent? — All independent. Of 
v ies- these as regards Sunday closing 13 were in favour 
of total closing on Sunday — that is in tho city 
of Cork — 7 were in favour of closing at 5 or 6 on 
Sunday, instead of the present hour, which is 7. 

58.168. Shortening it by one hour?— Yes; and throe 
were in favour of tho present system, 2 to 7. 

59.169. (Jfr. Younger.) Are not those exactly the 
class of people who do not care whether the public- 
houses are open or closed ? — Yes, but I shall be able to 
give you the other side also. 

58.170. (Viscount de Vesi'i.) These would he persons 
to be classed as large ratepayers? — Quite so. As 
regards Saturday closing, of these 23, 22 are in favour 
of closing at hours varying from 6 up to 10, 12 of 
them named 9 as tho hour, and one was in favour of the 
present hour of 11. 

58.171. Will you give us the opinion of the class who 
use pnblio-houses — artisans, labourers, and factory 
hands? — I interviewed 230 artisans, labourers, and 
factory hands ; 51 per cent, were in favour of opening 
on Sunday as at present iYorn 2 to 7 ; 29 per cent, were 
in favour of total closing, and 20 per cent, were in 
favour of closing at hours varying from 4 to 6 — 
chiefly 6 o’clock on Sunday, or in favour of the English 
system of opening twice on Sunday. As regards 
Saturday night, 78 per cent, advocated closing at hours 
ringing from 6 to 10. What I mean by that is, that 
some are in favour of closing at 6, some at 7, some at 
8, 9, and 10. The great majority are in favour of 
closing at 9, the presont hour beiug 11 ; 22 per cent, 
arc in favour of closing as at present at 11. 

58.172. Have you taken the opinion of the clergy of 
tho city of Cork of all denominations P — Yes. 1 have 
aikon tho opinion of the three bishops (two Roman 
Catholic, one Protestant) of one member of Parliament, 
of the Mayor of Cork, of tho Prcsideut of the Chamber 
of Commerce, of tho president of the United Trades of 
Ireland, of the Chairman of the Board of Guardians, 
and some employers of labour, and other representative 
persons. They are included in the 23. 

58.173. What is the opinion of the majority with 
regard. to the present hour of closing on Sundays in 
Cork city P — Every one, almost, thinks that it is a bad 
hour, for this reason, tbnt 7 o’clock is the hour- when all 
the churches of various denominations wo opened, and 
the people geing to service are liable to moot those 
leaving the public-houses. 

rifo' 4 ' 58,174. Before wo leave tho city will yon give us 
* "• y°ur opinion with regal'd to closing hours P — I think 
opening from 2 to 5 on Sunday would be suitable, 
and closing at 9 on Saturday night ; that is my own 
opinion. 

>4nrday 58,175. That is on account of the drunkenness at late 
‘■ISob- hours on Saturday night? — On Saturday night from 
->?4nmk- 9 to 12 the drunken cases are about double, and in 
' ' a(Mi ' some instances treble, what they are on any other 
week-day except Monday. 

1 58,176. I suppose afLor the hour of closing at 11 

there are a vast numbor of people seen drunk in the 
city between 1 1 and 12 P — Yes. 

58,177. I think this is a convenient time to take tho 
return of arrests for drunkenness in Cork city from 
» to 12 on Sundays and week days for the years 1895, 


1896, and 1897. Will you give us Sunday from 6 to Jfr. A. 
12 p.m.? — In 1895,40; iu 1896,19; in 1897,55; on Uamlell. 
Mondays for these three years, 155, 136, 115. 

58.178. Then I think wo may pass to Saturday? — 80 Mar. ’98 

259, 238, 205. 

58.179. Will yon take anyone (lay you like, Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday, or Friday, and give ns the 
figures for that day? — On Tuesday 130, 96, 89. On 
Wednesday, 76, 85, 82. 

58.180. Now wo will go to the country districts, tho 
East Riding ? — I did not prepare a return for that. 

58.181. You give ns your general figures here as Early 
regards tho country districts, about tho early closing closing on 
on Saturday. What we have just had is entirely in Saturdays, 
the city ? — I es. I think as regards tho country dis- 
tricts, early closing on Sntnrday night, say at 9 o'clock, 

would meet with general approval. Nearly all my 
officers ore iu favour of it, and report that the clergy 
and other representative persons strongly approve of it. 

There seems to me to he a practical consensus of 
opinion on nil sides that closing at 9 o’clock on Saturday 
night would be advisable. I may mention in connection 
with that that there is no section of the community that 
seems to be so anxious for it as the labouring men and 
the artisans, from what I have seen in Cork city. I 
asked several of thorn would it be an inconvenience, 
and their reply was, No, but a great benefit, and a 
blessing. I was very much struck by it. 

58.182. As to the forfeiture of licenses, will you tell Evasion of 
tho Commission how it is evaded ? — The section with forfeiture 
regard to the forfeiture of licenses is sometimes evaded, of license. 
I will give you a couple of instances of how it is 
occasionally evaded. Tno police opposed the renewal 

of a publican's license owing to repeated convictions. 

The renewal was granted. The pnblican then assigned 
the premises to ms wife, who obtained a transfer, 
alleging that her husband had left tho country. The 
husband returned directly the transfer was obtained. 

Another case is this. A pnblican lost his license 
through convictions. Ho got it back as a now licenro 
immediately on the expiration of the statutory term of 
disability. Some years later he again forfeited it, and 
again got it back as a new license for his wife, without 
being under any disability in the interval. 

. 58,183. Are these instances in the city of Cork P— 

No, in the East Riding. 

58.184. In your experience of other parts of Ireland, 
have yon over known any instances of this kind ? — 1 
cannot remember any. 

58.185. Do you think it is at all customary, or 
prevalent, to attempt to transfer to a wife ? — Not to any 
great extent I have known some instances of it. I 
have two others here. It is done occasionally. 

58.186. In other parts of Ireland ?— I really cannot 
answer for thorn. 

58.187. Now I think wo may go to tho suggestions Licensing 
which you wish to make. The first is as to the granting, by county 
renewing, and transferring of licenses ? — I think tho court 
power to grant, renew, and transfer licenses might judge or 
well be vested solely in the hands of tho county court recorder, 
judges and recorders. 

58.188. The whole business with regard to tho 
granting of licenses ?— Yes. 

58.189. Will you state the reasons why you think so ? 

— From inquiries which I have made, both personally 
and through my officers, I must say that I think the 
system as at present administered is not regarded with 
full confidence by largo sections of the public. 

58.190. Why not P— For one thing a fooling seems to 
prevail that public-houses have been multiplied to an 
inordinate extent. 

58.191. Will you first of all confine yourself to Cork 
city. Do you complain of an inordinate number of 
public-housos in the city of Cork? — There are an 
inordinate number no doubt. 

58.192. Granted by the Recorder ? — Not, I should 
think, by the present Recorder at all events. 

58.193. Then they are old licenses granted by his 
predecessors ? — The licenses are slightly reducing in 
the city. There has been a reduction of two in the 
last three years — that, be it rememberod, being in a 
place whero the tied-houso system is in existence and 
practically prevents the forfeiture of a license. 

58.194. Bocause of the transfer by the brewer P— A 
fresh tenant is got, and yon never con got rid of a 
tied house. 
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58.195. With regard to tho country districts in the 
West Biding, what do you my? — The licenses arc 
increasing etui, slightly. 

58.196. Wlm t infiuoncos the magistrates to grant 
more licenses in the country districts ? — Thu applicants, 
I have reason to believe, cauvass some of the magistrates. 
Some of the magistrates have latterly complained of 
that, and the Recorder of Cork has made use of some 
strong expressions of disapproval in connection with 
that system. 

58.197. Speaking as county court judge ? — Yes. 

58.198. And presiding over the quarter sessions? — 
Yes. 

58.199. The magistrates themselves compiain of being 
cauvussod ? — In a fow instances latterly they have 
complained. 

58.200. Yon are satisfied with the way in which, in 
the city of Cork, tho present Recorder administers the 
law, are you not ? — I nave no doubt that he administers 
it properly. 

58.201. Does tho Recorder as a matter of fact live in 
or near GorkP — Ho, his residence is in Kerry. 

58.202. But ho hns a kuowlodge of tho wants of the 
town P — Yes. 

68.203. And thoroughly knows the city of Cork ? — 
Yes, he lives a grant part of his time in Cork and in 
tho East Biding — within his district. 

58. 204. Does ho live near enough to have a fnll local 
knowledge of tho circumstances of the case in the 
East Riding? — X think he does; considering the 
length of time he spends going round his district, I am 
quite sure ho does. 

58.205. Going from one quarter sessions to another ? 
— Yes. 

58,203. What is your second suggestion? — I would 
suggest that the prosecutions against publicans bo 
triable only by resident magistrates, or, failing that, 
that a rosident magistrate should be constituted a 
stipendiary magistrate, so tbab lie may be empowered 
to near cases whon sitting alone. 

58.207. (Dean Dickinson.) With an appeal ? — YeB. 

58.208. (Vierowit de Vesei.) Arc you in favour of an 
appeal on both sides? — Under the present system I 
certainly think tho police ought to have an appeal, 
considering tho number of dismissals. 

53.209. Generally you recommend that tho whole of 
tho business of prosecutions against publicans should 
he tried by resident magistrates on the ground you 
stated before with regard to granting licenses, that 
magistrates aro liable to bo canvassed P — Yes. 

58.210. Thoy tiro liable to be brought in and canvassed 
for a particular case? — There is no doubt of it. 

58.211. Would you bo in favour of granting a power 
of appeal to tho police, or to the prosecution, in cases 
where they- arc only tried by a resident magistrate 
alone, ns yon recommend ? — No, I hardly think so. 

58.212. You mean that there should be a power of appeal 
given to the police if the jiresent system continues ? — 
Yes, should the present system he continued. 

58.213. What is your third suggestion? — Justices 
should he debarred, I think, from voting at licensing 
quarter sessions outside the division in which aro 
situated the petty sessions thoy usually attend. 

58.214. That is to say, you suggest that only the 
magistrates who live in a particular petty sessions 
should deal with the cases arising out of that petty 
sessional district P — That was not exactly what 1 meant. 

53.215. That would bo too few P — Yes. 

53.216. You might not have a magistrate living in a 
particular district P — If yon could be sure of having 
sufficient magistrates, I think that would be tho best 
system, because they alone kuow best the require- 
ments of the place ; but it might not work practically, 
for the reason you have stated : that there would not 
be enough magistrates. What I jnean is this, some- 
times justices attend annual licensing quarter sessions 
iu different divisions, tho result being that they vote 
not only on applications brought from their own 
individual districts, but upon those from districts about 
which they may know very little, or perhaps nothing. 

58.217. It has been statod here by other witnesses 
that it is in tho power of the justices of a whole 


county to go and vote, and ait on any quarter sessions 
bench at tho other end of the county ? — Yes. 

58.218. They cun do it now? — I understand so. 

58.219. And you wish to debar them from doine 
that?— Yes. * 


58.220. Yon think that only the magistrates who lire 
within the quarter sessions jurisdiction shonld Tote on 
the question of grunting licenses in that district ?— That 
is my meaning. 

58.221. I think you said that in the East Riding, you 
believe they aro three licensing districts P— Yes, as well 
as I remember there aro. 

58.222. Tho East Riding being about half the countv 
of Cork, I suppose ? — Yes. 

58.223. Then it is clear that only the magistrates 
who live within tho licensing district, should be^entitled 
to attend and vote as to the granting of licenses, or 
licensing business generally P — Yes. 

58.224. What is tho fourth suggestion : it is as to Endow, 
endorsements, is it not? --Yes. I think in view of the mem of 
present system that records ou licenses should bs convic- 
compulsory for a second and subsequent conviction. tioos. 

58.225. That the licensee should be allowed what is 
called a first fault ? — Yes. 

58.226. Yon think every other conviction should be 
recorded P — I think so. 

58.227. Would you he iu favour of retaining the 
present system of tho third endorsement entailing a 
forfeiture?— Yes, I would certainly. 

58.228. Some of the endorsements might be for 
comparatively trifling offences? — Perhaps in view of 
that there might be some relaxation. If the endorse- 
ment were made compulsory possibly there might be a 
necessity for some relaxation. 

58.229. In other words you would be in favour of a 
discretion being exercised as to the forfeiture when it 
came to the third endorsement P — Either that, or extend 
it, and make the forfeiture liable after three records, 
and ail offence of a recordable nature, instead of as at 
present, two records, and a conviction of a recordable 
nature. 


58.230. (Dean Didclnsou.) Or that the magistrates 
should have regard to the circumstances of the endorse- 
ment, as well as the 1'aotP — Yes, perhaps sa. 

58.231. (Viscount tie Fcsei.) Tho presont system is: 
tho magistrates oxorcise their discretion as to whether 
they will ondorso— ns to whether they think the oft'cr.ce 
is serious enough for endorsement P — They do. 

58.232. And the third endorsement entails forfeiture P 
— Yes, tho third conviction of a recordable nature. As 
well as I remember the law it is tliis, that two recorded 
offences followed by a conviction of a recordable nature 
entail forfeiture. 

58.233. (Dean Dickinson.) The third offence must be of 
a recordable nature ?— It must he of a recordable nature, 
but whether it is recorded or not does not matter. 

58,2:14. The record in that case is the conviction?— 

Yes, three records are not necessary. 

58.235. Three endorsements are not necessary ?— 

Yes. 

58.236. The conviction is virtually a third endorse- 
ment P — Yes. 

58.237. (Viscount de Vesci.) What is your fifth sue* Occ*- 
gesbion P — Certificates for occasional licenses to be »k>mi 
granted only in potty sessions, or should that be found 

to entail inconvenience, I would suggest that they » F' • 
should bo only granted on tho certificate and recom- 
mendation of the district officer of police. 

58.238. With regard to the first part of your sug- 
gestion, how often do tho petty sossions in Ireland sit, 
on an averugo P — Fortnightly, and monthly. 

58.239. Never weekly P— Very rarely, except in large 
towns. It might bo inconvenient. 

58.240. Because of the time that elapses between?— 

Yes. It might bo mot in one or two ways either that 
two magistrates instead of one, ns at present, should 
grant tho certificate on tho recommendation of <v 
district inspector j or, ono magistrate might grant it 
on the recommendation of ft distinct inspector. 

58.241. At present, it can be heard by a magistrate 
in his own bouse P— Yes. 
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Ur. A. 68,2+2. Ac present the police need know nothing 
(.asiWi. about it" — Nothing ■whatever ; the result being that 

one magistrate dees not know how many occasional 

licenses may be granted by others, and it may be lead 
to a multiplicity of theso occasional licenses. As a 
matter of fact, • under the present Bystcm occasional 
licenses are sometimes granted to people who have no 
licenses at all. I have known two cases. An unlicensed 




publican, borrows nis license, and brings it to the 
magistrate, and gets a certificate in the name of the 
publican. This unlicensed person then sends the 
certificate to the excise officer, and gets back the 
occasional license and trades on it. 

68.243. Would not that be on indictable offence P — 
He could be prosecuted under the Licensing Act. X 
have had a conviction on it in my district, within the 
last three years. The defence generally is that the 
person who is trading is acting as the manager of the 
publican. 

68.244. (Mr. Younger.) I suppose you have two sorts 
of occasional licenses, have you not P One in order to 
sell on the premises already licensed, and another to sell 
elsewhere ?— No. There is really no license, I under- 
stand, to enable a trader to sell on his own premises, 
and that really is an omission on the part of the law. 
There is none, aud I think there ought to bo such a 
license. There is practically no way it an hotel-keeper 
wants an extension of his hours for a dinner, or any- 
thing of the kind. He really cannot get it. That has 
been brought under my notice ; I am glad you men- 
tioned it. I think the law should be amended in that 
respect. It is not fair to the license-holder. 

58,246. (Viecount de Veeci.) Do yon suggest that in 
any case a certificate should be produced from the 
constabulary officer of the district P — I do. 

58,246. Whether the application is heard, as at 
present, in the magistrate s private residence, or at 
petty sessions P — It would nob be necessary in a case 
at petty sessions, for the police get notice, and we are 
enabled to attend. 


68. 257. Your next suggestion, I think, is ns to Air. ,i. 

amending the Act of 1874, with regard to the enter- OninMl. 
taining of private friends? — Yes. JoiliuTu-j 

58.258. Do you find that a prevalent thing? — It is 

sometimes given as an excuse. My suggestion would Treating 
be to debar publicans from entertaining their friends at tiieuds. 
their bars. 1 think it should be restricted to persons 
entertained by them in their own private premises. I 

think it might help us to some extent. 

58.259. Still that also would be liable to abuse, 
would it notP — It would. I do not attach very much 
importance to the suggestion, but I throw it oot. 

58.260. With regard to closing hours, I think jou Hours of 
have given us your opinion P — Yes. I think 9 o’clock closing, 
on Saturday night would be a good closing hour, nud 

that in tho city on Sunday they should be open from 
2 to 5, instead of from 2 to 7, as at present. 

58.261. You would curtail the time by two hours ? — 

Yes. Then, should total closing be applied to the city, 
it might be well to make the offence of keeping for sale 
punishable under the 3rd section of the Act of 1872, 

which carries a penalty of 50 1. for tho first offence. At Keeping 
present the offence is punishable under the 17 & 18 for sale. 
Viet. c. 89, under which the penalty is only 21. I think 
that might be useful in the event of bogus clubs or 
shebeens being established to auy extent. 

58.262. (Dean Dickinton.) Yon were not connected Sunday 

with Cork in the year 1882, I suppose P — No. closing. 

58.263. You have heard of the house to house 
visitation there, and a vote being taken with respect to 
the total closing on Sunday P — I have heard something 
of it. 


58,247. As a rule, I believe the district inspector or 
the head constable is always in attendance throughout 
the sessions, is lie not P — Yes. 

58,2-18. It is an invariable rale that one or the other 
should be there ? — Yes. 


Sale of 
took to 
diltlfeu. 


58.264. The voting Btood thus : In favour of total 
Snnday closing, 9,605 ; against, total Sunday closing, 
1,870; so that there was a majority of 7,735 in favour 
of total Sunday closing? — I was not aware of the 
figures. 

58.265. You think that if Sunday closing were 
carried, the action of the polico would prevent the 
consequences of Bhebecns and bogus clubs ? — I think it 
would in the long run. We should get them under in 
the long ran, but there might be some difficulty at 
first. 


58.249. And they would then be able, hearing the 
application in open court, to state whether they 
approved or not ? — They would. 

58.250. What is your sixth suggestion ? — I think it 
would be well that a minimum rateable value should be 
fixed for public-houses in towns. At present, under 
the Beer Lioouse Regulation Act, 1877, there is a 
minimum rateable value for public-houses of 81., where 
the population is under 10,000, and 151. where it is over 
10,000. 

58.251. Yon have already dealt with the seventh 
suggestion, which is, that the police should have the 
power of appeal?— That district inspectors or head 
constables acting for them, should be granted a right 
of appeal in licensing cases. 

58.252. That would be whichever officer brought the 
prosecution in the first court P — Yes. 1 wonld restrict 
it to district inspectors and head constables acting for 
them. 

58.253. What is your eighth suggestion? — I think 
that the sale of liqnor to children under 14 certainly, 
or possibly 16, for consumption on or off tho premises 
should bo prohibited. I must say, though, that juvenile 
drunkenness does not prevail in Cork. It is a matter 
that has been brought under my notice, that sending 
these young people to pnblic-houses exposes them to 
temptation which possibly ought to be avoided. 

58.254. I think your ninth suggestion is with regard 
to the bond fide traveller H— Yes. I think the distance 
in the bond fide traveller class shonld be extended to 
five or six miles. 

58.255. Have yon had much difficulty in proving 
oases under tho bond fide traveller section P— Yes, it is a 
section which gives rise to a great deal of difficulty, and 
I think it is abused to some extent. 

58.256. When your officers find a man in a public- 
house on Sunday, do they verv much have to go by 
what he chooses himself to tell them P — They hove. Tbo 
olause is used as an excuse, to a very great extent, to 
excuse tho presence of people on the promises. 


58.266. With respect to the maximum penalties, there Small 

is nothing to quarrel with in the maximum penalty, penalties, 
but the minimum penalty is left optional with the 
magistrate ? — For what offence ? 

68.267. For breaches of the licensing laws —keeping 
open at prohibited hours, and so forth — the magistrate 
has the power of infiicting a very small fine if ho 
pleases ? — Yes, for the first offence, but there is a 
minimum penalty of 11. fixed for every second and 
subsequent offence. 

58.268. I have seen notices in the newspapers of 
half - a - crown being imposed ? — T am speaking of 
prosecutions of publicans. 

58.269. In those coses the fines are often very small? 

—Yes. 


58,270. And t hey aro accounted as port of the natural 
trade outgoings, like the taxes P — Those small fines 
have no repressive effect. 


58,271. Would you he in favour of establishing a 
minimum penalty in these coses P — No, I wonld not for 
the first offence. I think for the first offence it does 
not matter very much how a man is punished, but for 
tho Becond and subsequent offences I have recommended 
that the conviction should bo recorded compulsorily on 
his license. 


58.272. Yon are not opposed, in the abstract, to the Clubs, 
formation of working men’s clubs, supposing they aro 
well-conducted P — Certainly not. 

58.273. Do you think that if working men’s clubs 
were established, they onght to be registered P — As far 
as Cork is concerned, 1 see no necessity for legislation 
in the direction of clubs at all j but, if you register 
one, you should register all. 

68.274. All dubs and of all classes ? — Yea. 

58.275. Would you approve not only of registering, 
hut of licensing ; so that dubs which deni in the salo 
of intoxicating liquors should pay license fees just ns 
pnblicans are obliged to do ? — No ; I think I should be 
rather in favour of registering alone. 

58.276. Without lioensing P — Yes. 
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ROYAL COMMISSION ON LIQUOR LICENSING LAWS: 


Mr. A. 58,277. How would the mere registering bring them 
(Jam hell, under tlio purview of the police, and make them open 

to inspection ? — I do not go the length of recommcud- 

> Mai'. '98 iug police inspection. 

58.278. I do not menu inspection by any chance 
policeman off the streot, but inspection on the part of 
authorised inspectors — such inspectors as arc employed 
for the inspection of factories and workplaces — a com- 
petent band of authorised inspectors not necessarily 
in uniform P — 1 think that all inspection of the kind 
should be avoided, if possible. 

58.279. How are the breaches of the law to ho ascer- 
tained except by inspection or liability to inspection ? 
— I think the effect of registering the club wonlil be a 
certain amount of chock upon the formation of clnbs of 
a questionable nature. 

58.280. Would not the police require a Ecareli 
warrant, in the case of inspection, unless it were 
authorised ? — They would. 

58.281. Then, in oinler to justify tlio issue of a search 
warrant, there must he suspicion ? — There must. 

58.282. Yet, there may not be sufficiently well- 
grounded suspicion to authorise a magistrate to issao a 
search warrant ? — Quite so. There is a difficulty. 

58.283. I think we have been told that what ore 
called West End clnbs would not object to the liability 
to inspection and registration, and oven to licensing P — 
Of course it would strengthen the hands of the police 
if we had the power of inspection ; but, speaking from 
my own experience in Cork city, I do not think we want 
that quite yet. 

58.284. If there were more strictness with regard to 
Sunday closing and as to hours, there would probably 
arise the establishment of tlioso working men’s clubs, 
and then it might be too late to introduce legislation, 
which is wanted in some cases, if not now in Cork P — 
That is true. In view of that, it might bo well to 
have that power of inspection by the police, limited or 
safeguarded in some way. 

58.285. I do not mean the authorising of a policeman 
in uniform to walk in at his discretion or indiscretion 
off the street, but an authorised body of inspectors 
who would be told off for that special purpose!- 1 — Yes ; 
or that the inspection should ho done only under the 
order of the chief officer of the district. No donbt that 
would be useful. 

touduot of 58,286. (Mr. Walker.) Are you prepared to acknow- 
censes. ledge that the licensed houses in your district over 
which you have jurisdiction arc collectively woll 
conducted P — Yes, on tho whole they aro well 
conducted. 

58.287. And the licensees are, on the whole, respect- 
able men P — They are, on the whole. 

58.288. May I oak you what class of licenses yon 
referred to when, in answer to his Lordship, yon said 
there was in the city of Cork one six-day wholesale and 
retail beer license P "What class of license was that? — 
I really cannot give you accurate information about it. 

58.289. Is it a license to a brewer to sell beer in 
small quantities? — I am sorry I cannot give you 
information on the subject. 


of houses ? I think I understood you to say there were 
markets and fairs P— There is generally a weekly market 
in a country town, und sometimes a monthly or a 
quarterly fair: but really, apart from that, I donotseo 
any necessity whatever. Take, for instance, Kaniurk. 
That is a small town of about 1,700 people. There are 
63 licensed promisee iu that town. That is, one 
licensed promises to every 27 people. There are no 
manufactures whatever; nor aro there any large 
industries there. The ouly thing iu tho nature of an 
industry is a creamery, which may perhaps employ 30 
people; but, in other respoots, tlioro is nothing going 
on, except an ordinary market ovory week, ami an 
occasional fair. 


58,297. There must be a demand for tho articles they 
sell, otherwise they conkl not keep the shop open ?— A 
good number of them, 1 fancy, have land as well. At 
all events, some have. 


58,298. Yon have an objection to any other business 
being conducted on the sumo promises with the stile of tmd<s 
liquor? — Yes; I am inclined to think that it is not a 
good system. 


58.299. If it wore forbidden to conduct any other 
business in the same premises that wine, and spirits, 
and beer were sold on, that would necessitate in itself 
a lesser number of houses ? — My idea is that there aro 
fully double too many public-houses already. 

58.300. True, but you admit that many of them are 
assisted in gaining a livelihood in them by the sale of 
ocher articles than wiuos, spirits, and beer? — Yes, I 
should think so. 


58,301. If that sale is removed, would it not lessen 
their receipts, and naturally close the houses ? — Yes. 


58.302. Your view is that houses for the sale of 
intoxicating liquors should sell nothing else ; that they 
should bo established for that purpose and nothing 
olse ? — Except, as has already been given in evidence 
by some witness, that they provide certainly some food, 
or something besides liquor. 

58.303. Ordinnry refreshments P — Ordinary refresh- 


58.304. That would be a matter of course, would it 
not ? — Ah a rule, it is very hard to get anything to eat 
in some of tho public-houses. 

58.305. Can yon give any just reason for the altera- 
tion of the present system, or why is it in any way 
dangerous to the public ? — 1 think i havo said already 
that it leads to an ovasion of tho Act on the Sunday. 

58.306. Tliut is only with regard to the Sunday 
Closing Act? — Yes; and I think it also spreads tho 
taste for drink unduly. People who may go into these 
houses to buy groceries and other things without any 
intention of drinking, nrc, there is reason to suppose, 
very often induced to drink when they seo tho liquor 
before their eyes, or they are asked to drink by their 
neighbours who aro there — they aro treated. I think 
that, perhaps, especially applies to the case of women 
— so I have been informed. 

58.307. May it not, on the other hand, he a source of 
great convenience? — Possibly it may prevent them 
going into two shops instead of one. 


Excessive 58,290. Yon shy there aro far too many houses. Do 
number of tho houses which arc existing. in your opinion, pay 
public- their way? — lam told that it is a subject of wonder 

Houses. bow a considerable number of them aro able to pay 

their way ot all ; and, except that they supplement the 
proceeds of their trade by other occupations, I am told 
that they really conld not get on, aud could not live. 

58.291. I auk yon as to their present condition — 
whether they pay their way. They arc always open ; 
thoy are not shut up at one period, and open at another 
period P — No, they are always open. 

58.292. They meet all their just demands as to rates 
and taxes P — Yes. 

58.293. You have not heard anything to the con- 
trary? — No. 

58.294. Then, although in your judgment there aro 
too many, you acknowledge that they aro prosperous P 
— No ; I will not go as far as that. Some of them, I 
am told, are very wretched looking. 

58.295. They manage to get a livelihood? — Yes; but 
not altogether from the licensed business. 

58.296. Aro there any known causes that necessitate 
and that havo called into existence this large number 


58.308. It, is a custom of tho country whioli has 
grown up for yoars, is it not ? — It has been so for many 
years. 

58.309. It is not a recent system ? — By no means. 

58.310. You stated that some of tlio pnblicans E*** 

employed regular scouts on a Sunday — was that on» ■ 
Sunday only P — Yes ; on Sunday only, I think. 61 - 

58.311. Whitt do thoy employ those scouts for P— To 
watch for tlio approach of the police, and give warning 
to those people who may bo drinking. 

58.312. Tho houses are opon iu Cork from 2 to 7, ore 
they not? — They are, bat then tho rest of the day they 
are shut, luid iu tho country they are shut en Sunday. 

58.313. That applies not only to the licensees of Cork, 
but to tho licensees of the country districts P — Yes, 
very uinoh indeed to tho country districts. 

58.314. Far moro to tho country districts than to the 
towns ? — 1 would say so. I have statistics on the 
subject. It applies generally to both. I may say equally. 

58,:il5. Yon, 113 the head of the police, have reason to 
believe that there are men employed to watch when an 
officer approaches, and in the meanwhile they txt 
carrying 011 an illicit or contraband trade ? — Yes. 
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53;316. Does not that indicate thnt there is a very 


68,330. Then yonr remedy tor that wonld he to 

inlet ' - _ " ’ . " ~ 

* -- - - 

I hud au application 30 Mar. ’98 


„„ • ; ..1 c n.: - " oo.oju. Luen yonr remedy ror tnas woma no to Mr. A. 

prohibit those_abliletio meetings on Sunday. ?~Oh, no ; a M 


not at all. When necessary, 1 would close the public- — ■ 

58,31". Ton will admit that there must be a demand houses. 1 did it on that occasion. I lmd an application *"* T ' 
or otherwise they would not incur this risk? — Of course made to the magistrates, because we feared a riot. An 
there is a demand. I think it is not a legitimate demand, application was made to them and they closed all tho Closing 
1 do not see why a man cannot get a few bottles of beer public-houses in the adjoining villages, and we had c . ase of 
r whatever he wants to get on Saturday and keep it perfect quietness. not - 

in official 


for Sunday. 

58,318. You think that there is such a demand for 
the purchase and consumption of these articles as 
incites men to try to evade the law to tho extent 
which you have stated?— 1 do not take quite tho same 
view that you do, because I think that those brooches of 
of the Licensing Acts on tho Sunday aro caimed very 
much by over-competition, and the pnblicans are afraid 
■ ) refuse their customers. In my opinion it really 
' ’ ’ " that 


58,331. That was upon what may lie termed at 
and legitimate representation to the authorities as to 
what was anticipated? — Yes. 


arises a great deal more from that than from any 
legitimate demand for drink. I do not believe that 
there is that pressing legitimate demnnd for drink on 
Sunday at all. I do not quite see it in the same light 
that you do. 

58,319. Tho customer requires to drink? — They are 
very often young fellows who would be very much 
better without it who are found in these public- 


58, 320. You gave yonr opinion that there was very little 
borne drinking. Have you any statistics or any proof 
of that ? — I made inquiries about it. It is contrary to 
the temperament of the Irishman to drink at home. 
He drinks more for sociability. 


58.332. Bufcyoa do notalwaysanticipatc a riotsimply 
from the gathering together of young men for athletic 
exercises ? — No ; it was only done on ono occasion in 
three years.- They are very quiet gatherings as a rule. 

58.333. Yon say there are 12 clubs in Cork P — Yes. ( 

58.334. And they are open on Sunday? — They are. 

58.335. All day P — All day, or the greater part. 

58.336. Is gambling permitted ? — I have no reason to 
think that gambling, at all events snoh as the police 
could interfere with, is carried on. 

58.337. It may not be gambling in a club, but it 
would be in a public-house — playing at cards or 
dominoes P — I understand that oard-playing is general 
among the clubs. 

ipply drink in any [quantity ? — 


58.321. Wonld it not bo preferable to preserve that 
state of things ; to purify the homo, if it is so dangerous 
to morals to consume these articles, and to give public 
convenience for the consumption of them P— Thnt is a 
view which may be entertained, but I hardly think 
that the closing of public-houses wonld lead to home 
drinking. 

58.322. You said from your official knowledge that 
there was very little sheboening ?— ' Very little. 

58.323. Is not that another testimony to the advau- 
4 togu of having a reasonable number of houses legiti- 
mately for the sale of those articles ? — I do not think 
so, bocauso the fewness of shebeens applios to the 
country where tho Sunday Closing Act is in force, 
just as much as it does to tho city whore it is not in 
force. 


53,339. May not that be a great factor in increasing 
these statistics in tho returns of drunkenness ? — I mado 
close inquiries as to that, and I ascertained that the 
drunken cases are not traceablo to any appreciable 
extent to drinking in clubs ; but I may say that drinking 
as a vice is traceable, I believo, to some of them. 


53,340. In answer to a question put to you, you 
acknowledged that tho rnle3 or those clubs were very 
loosely observed P — In a few of them, I should say ulwut 
four. Ou general information, I have reason to believe 
that the rule as regards the introduction or members is 
rather laxly observed, but I have no definite or positive 
information on the subjec 


58,341. When the public-houses or the legitimate 
sources of supply are closed, the privileged can enter 
the clubs ana get anything and everything they re- 
quire? — Yes. There is no doubt that on Saturday 


58,324. You aro of opinion that if you were in yonr 
district to restrict, the privilege of Balo, it would not 
create more illicit drinking ? — -1 am inclined to think 
that at first Sunday closing in the city might, lead to 
shelieens and bogus clubs, but I think that eventually 
the police would succeed in weeding them out. It 
wonld, however, bo very troublesome. Of course wo 
are quite prepared to do it when the law is changed. 

1 58,325. Did you intend to convey the meaning that 

athletics encouraged drunkenness ? — I am afraid they 
do, in some instances. I am told by my officers that 
those large hurling and football tournaments, which 
gather young men in from different parts of the 
country, are attended by a very considerable amount 
of drinking when the game is over. Of course I quite 
hold that athletics, and especially cycling and healthy 
sports, are very good for the young men of the country ; 
but, as managed at present, those meetings arc rather 
productive of drunkenness. I understand that they 
are organised to some extent and assisted by pnb- 
licans. 

53,826. The meetings are ? — So I understand. 

58,327. Do I understand you to convey the meaning 
that all these outdoor gatherings for atliletio exercises 
aro promoted by publicans simply for the sale of drink ? 
—I understand that they are promoted to n great extent 
by publicans, and no doubt with a view to the sale of 
drink. 


nights, after closing hours, there is a great deal of 
drinking in these duos, that is, in the doubtful clubs. 




53,328. These sports must be held to some extent on 
laud outside the city. Do the publicans have the 
privilege of supplying these articles ? — No ; but when 
the gameB aro over, their houses aro open to all those 
who are bond fide traveller’s, and there is a considerable 
number of them. 


3,342. You have spokou of tho large number of 
offences against Sunday closing. Do I understand 
that they were offences by licensees ? — -All of them. 

*58,343. Aro there any prosecutions of the public for 
partaking of drink ? — There are, decidedly. 

58.344. Are there many ? — In every instance iu which 
there is a prosecution for a violation of the Sunday 
Closing Act there must of necessity, I think, bo a 
prosecution oE persons for being found drinking on the 
premises. 

51.345. Are the police as strict in prosecuting those 
who frequent as they are in prosecuting those who 
supply ?— Quite. 

58.346. You spoke of tho laxity or indifference of the j,ax ndrai- 
mngistrates in dismissing so many of the oases prosented nistration 
to them ; may I ask, have yon a very high respect for by justice 
the magistrates ? — Yes ; I have. 

58.347. They are gentlemen appointed by tlie Crown, 
arc they not ? — Yes. Apart from the action of some of 
them in connection with the Licensing Acts, I have a 
very high opinion of them. 

58.348. I take it that so far as the administration of 
tho Licensing Acts goes, you have no faith in them ?— 

In some of them I have not very much. 

58.349. Still, they are gentlemen appointed by the 
Crown ? — No doubt. 


58,350. And they are gentlemen of unquestionable 
position ? — They hnvo the position of magistrates, 
certainly, which is a respectable and a very responsible 
one. 


58,851. Why should not they he as honest in adminis- 
tering the licensing laws as any other body P — I do not 
knows except thnt they allow themselves to be 
influenced, ns I believe some of them do. by tho 
publicans, either through local influence or being 
connected by interest with pnblicans. 

K 4 
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58,329. Then these athletic meetings are held on 
enndays ? — Yes ; I may tell you that 1 have been at 
ouc which was attended by 10,000 people. That will 
give you an idea of tho size of tlie gatherings. Some 
of them come from a distance of seven miles or so. 
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58.352. Wo have been tolil here that the magistrates 
are approached and canvassed, and I think yon have 
led us to believe that, this is practised ill your district 
in Cork, and in the country ? — Yea. 

58.353. And that, canvassing ha9 its effect. Yon 
have only to ask the magistrates not to punish, and 
they do not punish. Do I -understand that? — In some 
instances they are open to influences of that kiud. I 
do not for a moment mean to say that the whole 
magistracy is ; but, unquestionably, from what I am 
told, some are. If you will allow me, I will read a 
county magistrate's remarks on the subject, at 
Midleton Quarter Sessions on the 5th November 1897, 

“ Mr. T. W. M. Fuge, J.P., Youghnl, said that he 
*' would wish to mention that in connection with the 
“ first, caso on the list two days ago, a sister-in-law 
“ of the applicant wuited on him, and asked him to pnt 
“ forward the case when it come on in every possible 
“ way he could. lie had every possible objection to 
•* being canvassed- Me considered it his duty to men- 
" tion that fact in public, and let them have their own 
“ opinion ou it. ana to allow of his Honour giving his 
“ opinion on the matter.” Then: — “ His Honour said 
“ both on public aud private grounds he felt grateful 
“ to Mr. Fuge for having mentioned that matter. Ho 
“ was bound to say he was spoken to by others in 
“ private, but Mr. Fugo was the first gentleman who 
“ had given him the opportunity of speaking in a 
“ public court on this matter. Unfortunately he was 
“ aware that the practice of intimidating magistrates 
” was a prevalent one, and it was his (his Honour's) 
“ duty to speak very strongly upon tbo subject. Any- 
“ thing more infamous than this practice of ap- 
“ proiiching magistrates for the purpose of influencing 
“ them while in the discharge of their business could 
“ not be conceived. What would he thought of himself 
" us County Court Judge if he were to allow himself 
” to be spoken to l»y his friends or others outside 
“ the court with regard to the cases that were to be 
“ tried by him ? What would be said of conduct like 
“ that? He did not know, but suspected something 
“ very severe, hut nothing more severe than he would 
“ (lesorvo if he toloi-ated it. A magistrate coming 
“ there to sit and hear licensing applications was as 
" much a judge ns ho (his Honour) himself was, and if 
*' ho allowed himself to bo swayed by the interests of 
“ llio applicants in any case he was unlit to hold a 
“ commission of the peace. That such canvassing goes 
“ on as Mint roforroil to by Mr. Fuge is, lie was afraid, 
“ too trno. It was an illegal custom that ho was afraid 
“ was growing tip. but if a caso over came boforo him 
“ in wliioli it was proved such canvassing was snccossl'ul, 
“ then ho would consider it his duty to at once report 
“ tho matter to the Lord Chancellor and gettlio persist 
* J who allowed himself to bn thus influenced dismissed 
“ from his position of jnstico of the peace.” 

58,: 154. Are some of these magistrates in a very 
humble social position ? Do they come under the term 
of working-men magistrates P — I do not think so. I 
know of none. 

58.355. Aro there any that come under the term of 
illiterate magistrates ? — I do not think thorn arc. 

58.356. So thnt I may take it these jnstioes arc 
gentlemen of position, education, and recognised 
authority ? — Home or them, I am informed — I do not 
know them personally — arc of tho same social standing 
as tho publicans themselves, a fow of them. 

58.357. You jnst now said they were not, that they 
were nil of good social position P — I do not think the 
quostion of social position was introduced. If I con- 
voyed that idea I did not intend to. 

58.358. I only want to ascertain from you why it is 
chat these justices ns magistrates cannot administer 
tho licensing laws with ns much fairness and impar- 
tiality os they can administer any other law P — Because 
they will not. That I suppose is the reason of it 
really. 

58.359. Yon simply say they do not? — They do not. 
Certainly the Recorder does not seem io think it. Some 
magistrates do it. 

58.360. As to tied houses, yon wero pleased to say 
that free houses were better conducted than the tied 
bouses P — Rather better. 

58.361. {Viscount da Vesci.) That there was not very 
much difference? — No. 

58.362. (Mr. Walker.) In what way is the free house 
bettor conducted? — As regards fewer breaches of the 


Licensing Acts, chiefly of the Sunday Closine Art „ 
That is really the offence. ' ' £ ' 

58.363. The tied-house licensee is move careless than — - 
the free-house licensee ? — He is rather more. I reallv 
think there is very littlo difference, hut apparent'^ ha 

is rather more inclined to evade the law as regards 
closing on Sunday. 

58.364. Then speaking as an official, are you opposed 
to the tied-house system? — I fiud it difficult to form 
an opiuion on tho subject, but on the whole I think the 
independent house system is rather better. 

58.365. You would prefer it of the two ?— I would. 

58.366. Do you see any vicious results from the tied- p-j 
house system ? — For one thing the tied-house system w 
completely sets aside tho section of the Act which’ deals 
witli the forfeiture of licenses, and for this reason : that ^ ~ 
directly a tied publican gets a record on his license, 

ho is got rid of, mid another man is put in. That is 
why a number of licensed houses arc kept in existence 
which otherwise would possibly be got rid of. 

58.367. There is no difficulty in transfers?— No, none. 
58,308. None whatever ? — No, there seems to bo no 

difficulty whatever in transfers. 

58.369. Still, the brewer, if he entrusted his money 
and property to a manager, would be careful to see he 
was a man of good character ? — He would, and it would 
be his interest to see to I hat. 

58.370. That would be to the public interest, would 
not it ? — It would, but there seems to be an impression, 
not alone in the force, but outside it, that the respon- 
sibility of tho brewers should be greater than it is. It 
seems to me thnt the tied publican is a sort of buffer 
betweon the brewer and the law. 

58.371. He incurs a very groat responsibility? — The 
tied publican gives security for about 1501. or from that 

to 2001. 

58.372. As to tho hours of closing on Saturday night h #3 
and .Sunday, I understand you have taken the trouble (Set- 
to interview a largo number of persons with a view to 
obtaining their opinions. You stated you had inter- 
viewed 23 specially selected highly educated gentlemen 

in prominent positions. What were those 23 gentlemen? 

I .think you mentioned bishops? — There were two 
bishops of tho Roman Catholic Church, one bishop of 
the Protestant Church ; one of the Members of 
Parliament for tho city of Cork; tho Mayor of Cork; 
the President of tho Olmmbor of Commerce, the President 
of the United Trades Association; the Chairman of 
tho Board of Guardians, anil some employers of labour. 

58.373. And their views wore for shortening the 
hours ? — They wore. 

58.374. Was there any one of those that you inter- 
viewed that in any way required the convenience of a 
public-house ? — I do not think there was one — uot oac. 

58,376. If tho pnblic-houses or the licensed houses 
closed on Saturday night at 9 o'clock, would you close 
all other shops at tlio same time ? — No, I would not. 

I think really that 9 o’clock is a reasonable hour for 
peoplo to purchase anything they want. 

58.376. That may be your opinion. I am asking, 
would you close all the other shops at tho same hour? 

— No, certainly not. 

58.377. Would it not be ratber dangerous with tho 
streets ornwdod with pooplo visiting shops and all tho 
licensed houses closed ? Would they not find an outlet 
to satisfy tlicir appotito for these articles ? — No. ihe 
fact which chiefly weighs with me in advocating the 
closing of public hoimes at 9 o'clock is the undoubted 
fact, from what I eon see of the labouring classes aud 
tho artisan classes, that they aro all most anxious to 
have them closed. T pressed them on that point. lasted 
them would it be any inoouvonicnco to tho working 
man to close tho public-houses on Saturday night at 
9 o’clock. 

08.378. These respectable artisans aro members 01 
clubs, are they licit ? — No, none of them at all hardly 

68.379. Aro there no working men’s clubs ?— There 
is only ono I know of in Cork city, and it is quits* 
newly formed ono. 

58.380. What is the class of people that constitute 
and support tho 11 other clubs? — They arc various 
classes, from the nobility downwards. The#***® 
bulk cE the members are composed of merchants, sn g- 
keepers, their assistants, and various clerks. Tm 
the bulk of them. 
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58,381. The clerks may be looked upon or a class of 
working men. They are not very high-waged people 
are they ?— No, not very. 


58,382. May I ask you one question on endorsement ? 
Is it not possible, and is it not. very often the case, that 
an offence is committed in a licensed house which the 


down on liconsed premises ? — No, it is not. 


58,384. Ie it recognised by yon, as an official, that if 
a drunken man is discovered on licensed promises, and 
the licensed victualler can provo that he was not served 
there, the licensed victualler is exonerated — That is 
the law. It is no offence whatever for a publican to 
have a drunken mail on his premises. 


58,385. Would you order proceedings to he taken 
against a licensed victualler, if a man was found drunk 
and asleep on his premises ? — Certainly not. The man 
himself would he prosecuted for being drunk on licensed 
premises, bub the publican would not be prosecuted. 


. (Hfr. Younger.) Have there not been two or 

three cases of prosecutions of that kind in Cork? — 
There have been cases of prosecutions of publicans for 
supplying drink to drunken men on their premises, hut 
not for having drunken men on the premises. 

58,387. (Mr. Johnston.) Have not you the offence 
which we have in England of permitting drunkenness P 
— Yes, that is the offence, ana by permitting drunken- 
ness we understand it is making a sober man drank on 
the premises — a man goes in sober and becomes drnnk 
on the promises. It entails a prosecution of the 
publican if a drunken man goes into a public-houBe 
and is supplied with drink while in that state. 


.«iie of 


68.396. (Mr. WJdfidker.) With reference to the car- Mr. A. 
vassing of magistrates, may I ask you if you remember Gambell. 

about a year and a half ago, Judge’ Adams at Limcriok 

saying. “ That in his opinion this system Of canvassing 3oMar.’98 

“ magistrates that existed throughout the length and 

breadth of Ireland is a gross scandal, and ought to Judge 
“ be made penal bylaw”:- — Yes, I have the extract Adamson 
from his speech here. canvass- 


58,383. Not harbouring ?— It is not an offenco in 
Ireland. It has been suggested hero by one of the 
witnesses yesterday, that if a drunken man is found in 
a public-honso, the onus of proof should be on thepub- 
lican that ho did not sot him drunk. It is no offence 
for a publican to have a drunken man on his premises, 
provided that it cannot bo shown that ho oitnor made 
him drunk, or that he provided him with liquor while 


58,398. That bears out the opinion that, tbo canvassing 
s very prevalent and very objectionable ? — It is. 


53.399. (Mr. Younger.) Was that speech made in 
connexion with licensing matters only P — It was made 
at licensing quarter sessions. 


n connexion with licensingmattcrs ? 


53,401. (Mr. Whittaker.) With reference to these Conduct of 
scouts : you have told us the publicans send scouts out licensees, 
to look out for the police, and that breaches of the law 
take place when they can evade the police. What I 
want to ask is this : Docs not that rather suggest that 
the publicans do not conduct these houses quite in the 
best way possible ? — I certainly think it is a very bad 
sign as regards the conduct of the house. It seems to 
indicate a deliberate intention to evade the law. 


58,402. Therefore, when you say that the licensed 
houses in your district are, on the whole, well conducted, 
you do mean us to put some limitations on that general 
good character P — 1 do not know whether I stated it in 
evidence, but I have it in my notes to say they are 
generally well conducted, with the exception of breaking 
the conditions of the Sunday Closing Act, which the 
great majority of them nro willing to ao if they can do 
it with impunity. I may also state that I am afraid 
there is to some extent a giving of drink to drunken 
men, or else we should not nave so much public 
drunkenness. 


58,388. (Mr. Walker.) With reference to supply to 
children, you have given your opinion that no child 
should be supplied for consumption off the promises 
under 14 years of age P — I think perhaps it would be 
well. I think it subjects young people to a very great 
temptation sending them for drink, and I think the 
parents might fairly go themselves, but I do not press 
that. 


58,403. Then really the houses are not so well con- 
ducted as you would liko to see them P — Apart from 
that they really are very fairly conducted; there is uo 
riotous conduct in public-houses, nor ore they dis- 
orderly houses or anything of that kind. It is chiefly 
the sale during prohibited honrs, which is very muen 
duo to the over-competition consequent on the enormous 
number of public-houses. 


58,404. Do you remember some remarks made by 
* the judge whose address I 


—That, i 


58.389. You supplemented that evidence with this 
remark, thnt you hod not paid attention to it yourself, 
but it was brought under your notice. It has been a 
recent matter with you ? — Yob. It was brought under 
my notice in one instance. 

58.390. Wns this ago suggested by somebody ?— Yes, 
it was, but I should say, I think myself personally, 
that it is a suggestion that might possibly be entertained 
by the members of the Commission. 

58.391. But they want evidence that there is neces- 
sity for it. From your official personal observation 
and. knowledge while in your office, are there many 
ohildron employed to go to public-honses to fetch beer 
or spirits or wines for their parents P — As a matter of 
fact there are. I can give you the statistics if you 
like. 

58.392. No, I do not want them. I merely wanted 
to ask the question, is not this a matter that affects the 
parents of these young children more than the licensees P 
—It is a question certainly that is more of a sooial 
question than a police matter. 

58.393. It is not ouo that affoots the licensees, and it 
is not to bo decided by the licensees. They have no 
right to be called on to adopt a hard-and-fast lino of 
this description -as traders. It is the statute law That 
should decide this matter ?— Certainly. 

58.394. Then with regard to private friends, yon 
have a great objection to a licensee entertaining private 
friends in the business part of his premises ?— I think 
it might assist us a little in enforcing the law if it was 
forbidden. 

58.395. You would offer no objection to th e lic ensee 
entertaining private friends in his private apartments ? 
—None whatever. 

U 98449 . 


58,4i05. Do you remember that in October 1896, he 
said this: “There were a great many houses in the 
" city as respectable as any in the kingdom, and ho 
“ regretted to say there were a great many as dis- 
“ respectable ”P — I do not quite romember that. 

58,406. " He thought it a blot on their licensing laws 
“ that such houses could continue to exist. As the 
“ Act of Parliament goes, certificates were required to 
“ be produced from year to year as to their good 
“ conduct; it was perfectly manifest that there was 
“ no difficulty in getting them, and until there was a 
“ radical change in the licensing laws they could not 
“ cope with the evils arising from the liquor traffic”? 
— I do not romember to have ever read thoso remarks. 


58,407. Would you agree with them generally us 
being correct P — He has a much better opportunity of 
knowing these cases than I have. 1 do not attend the 
Court j it is uotuny business to attend the Court. 


58,408. You told us' that the greater portion of tha Sunday 
drinking takes place in public-houses, and not in private closing and 
houses r— Yes. shebeens. 


58,409. And also that there is extremely little 
shehoening P— Yes. 


58.410. Then I may take it from your oxporienco in 
Ireland, that Sunday closing does not necessarily lead 
to shoheening beyond what the police can cope with P— 

Certainly it does not. Thnt is my oxperiencc. 

58.411. Yon informed ns that about 13 per cent, of Unsuitable 
the houses in the county were, as you doscribod them, premises, 
had— that is, unsuitable in regard to promises P— They 

have been returned to mo as such. 

58.412. How is it these licenses are annually renewed 
if the promises are so unsuitable ? — You know tlio 
lioenseB are renewed on a certificate as to the good 

L 
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conduct of tlie applicants, and os to the manner in 
which the house has been conducted the previous year. 

58.413. The suitability of the promises also? — That 
is not considered at all at the renewal sessions. 

58.414. Do yon think it desirable that that should bo 
made one of tne conditions? — I think it is, because the 
premises may lapse into a bad condition. 

58.415. The premises may he suitable at the time 
when they get the license, bnt afterwards they may 
become very unsatisfactory ? — I think it would be a 
very good iaca. 

58.416. May I take it from what you have stated 
that there is a very large amount of drinking and 
drunkenness on Saturday nights in your area, but on 
Sunday nights it is comparatively small ? — Yes. It is 
small, but yon must remember the public-houses are 
closed — wo are talking of the city now — at 7 o’clock on 
Sunday. 

58.417. Did this promote much greater sobriety on 
tho Sunday night than on Saturday ?— Yes. 

58.418. Showing clearly that tho drunkenness comes 
from tho publio-bousos P — Yes, I should say so, 
decidedly. 

58.419. Is it the fact that in a considerable number 
of iho houses they have back doors leading into yards 
and gardeus to which tho surrounding people have 
access, making supervision by the police much more 
difficult ? — Yes. Tnere are a number of houses of that 
kind, but 1 cannot give you the actual numbers. I 
hear of them from time to time, and in case of transfer 
or wherever the opportunity occurs the police bring 
tho matter before tne notice of the magistrates or the 
Recorder, and try to get those things remedied. 

58.420. It would bo a great advantage to the police 
in supervising the houses, if these back doors were 
closed for trade purposes ?— Yes, and I think it would 
be n groat matter ii the whole question of the suit- 
ability of tho promises, and the needs of the promises, 
and the sanitary arrangements and lavatories and things 
of that kind, were looked to. I think the matter is not 
looked sufficiently into perhaps when the origiual 
licenses are being granted. 

58.421. You gave us one or two instances of licenses 
being transferred to wives after convictions. Do you 
romembor a case a year ago, of Mrs. Catherine Kayos, 
of South Main Street, in Cork, where there were two 
convictions recorded on tho liconse. and it had been 
traiisforrod to tho wife P — 1 do not know of that case, 
and I cannot speak of that cose from experience, but I 
have given you two other cases somewhat similar. 

58.422. In Cork P — No, in the Riding. 

58.423. This was in CorkP — Yes. It looks as if in 
this instance tho independent publicans were following 
tho load of tho tied-nouse system, in transferring in 
that way when the liconse is in danger. 

58.424. I think you told us that a considerable 
number of publicans in Cork, let out portions of their 
houses or premises to working people — 10 per cent. P — 
I understand it is 10 per cent. 

58.425. Is it the fact that in some of them the people 
living in tho house, have access to the bar, without 
Laving to come out into the public street to get to it V 
— I cannot say, hut I should think it is likely. 

58,420. That must bo a serious evil, calculated to 
promote drinking? — It does, to some extent, render 
tho enforcement of the Act rather difficult, but not to a 
very great extent. I have mado inquiries about that, 
but 1 think it is a bad system. 

58,427. You have said that large gatherings for 
athletic sports — hurling, and that sort of thing— lead 
to drunkenness. May I ask you if some three years ago, 
when there was a largo hurling demonstration, and you 
had grounds for fearing there might he rioting, the 
public-houses wore closed; an enormous number of 

f ieople attended, and great bcuofit was experienced 
rom having the public-houses closed? — There was 
perfect qnietmde, though there was a very large 
gathering there. 

58,428. And no drunkenness resulted from that? — 
No disorder, or drunkenness, or an angry word 
apparently. 

58,429. Then that indicates that these athlotic gather- 
ings might bo carried on with perfect sobriety and 


good order, if the public-houses were not open ?— I am 
hound to say, in loirness, that serious disorder as a r*"' 
rule, does not arise from the gatherings. There is a 
certaiu amount of drinking and drunkenness, end 
sometimes quarrels aud fights. 

58.430. That drunkenness was not present on this 
occasion when tho public-houses were closed?— No 
there wa3 a complete absence of it. 

58.431. Have you any difficulty in the courts with cv 
reference to the hard swearing of witnesses when a d‘ ’ 
charge is bronght against a publican by jxilice officers 11 
—Yes, I understand there is a great deal of contra- in mo? I 
dictorv swearing in those cases, chiefly by the bond fide 
traveller. 

58.432. Is it the case that when the police officers go ■ 

into the court and swear to seeing what they have dis- 
tinctly seen themselves, they are sometimes rebutted 

by a large number of witnesses, and the magistrates 
feel compelled to give the case againBt them '-—They 
arc. For instance, especially in the case of a charge of 
selling drink to a drunken man. That is a case about 
which there is always a considerable amount of conflict 
of testimony. Tho testimony of the police is generally 
met by a direct negative by the publican and his family 
and assistants. 

58.433. That would suggest that somebody on one 
side or the other is swearing falsely ?— I am afraid there 
is something like it. 

58.434. (Mr. Younger.) One question with regard to Snob 

tho 23 people yon communicated with on the subject of dosnj. 
the alteration of the Sunday closing hours. Were they .1 

in any way talking officially or was it their mere 
private opinion in each case you elicited ? — I went to 

them officially. 

58.435. Was the opinion you elicited from these 
gentlemen merely their own private opinion on the 
subject ? — Their own opinion. 

58.436. Take the President of the Trades Council. 

Was he speaking for his council or himself ?— I can 
tell you exactly about bis opinion, because I took his 
statement down. He told mo as well as I remember 
that he thought it was also tho opinion of the members 
of the Trades Association. 

58.437. Ho thought it was? — Yes. I asked him, ns 
the representative of tho Trades Association, what hiB 
opinion was, and he gave it to me. He advocated no 
change on Sunday, and closing at 9 o’clock on 
Saturday. Ho said the working classes got into a 
publio-houuo on Saturday night, and left their money 
there, and sometimes did not go homo at all. 

58.438. Are we to as sumo that was tho opinion of y, 

the Trades Council P — I think so as regards tho 
hoars. 

58.439. Or did he merely speak from what he thought 
would be thoir opiniou P— Only from what he thought. 

He had not taken thoir opinion. 

58.440. He had not put your questions before them ? 

— He had not. I think I may say it was his own 
opinion. 

58.441. Before the passing of the Sunday Closing Act 

in 1878 tho statistics given before the Select Committee Suilif 
on Sunday Drunkenness appear to have averaged in closer 
tho four years immediately preceding 396 per day, and 
in the four yeurs immediately subsequent to the passing 
of the Aot, 422, which is a considerable increase. It 
would not appear from that that tho restriction of the 
hours had nny good effect. Of course, when we coma 
to Sir Andrew Reed's figures in his Table 10, we see a 
vast improvement. The average there is 253 for the 
ten years he gave us, but it would not appear from that, 
aa far as I can judge, that the passing of the Act itself 
immediately effected an improvement— in faot, the 
rererso ? — May I ask you where those figures apply to ? 

58 442. Cork City. You oannet explain it, perhaps? 

— There was not so rnuoli difference made. The hours 
of opening then were 2 to 9, aa well as I remember, and 
they were only shortened by two hours. 

58,443. May we assume then from that that the 
improvement we undoubtedly have now, as appears 
from this table of Sir Andrew Reed’s, has arisen more 
from tho fact that people are more sensible and do net 
drink so much as they nsed to, and behave themselves 
better P — I have made personal inquiries, through mj 
officers, as to what the opinion of representative people 
is ou tho subject of tho good results, or otherwise, or 
the Sunday Closing Act, and I may say thero is ® 
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, unanimity of opinion that the Sunday Closing Act lias 
acted well, and has reduced drunkenness and improved 
C at ” ' matters generally. 

58.444. It took a long time to do it in Cork. It was 
many years before it bad any effect?— That is the 
opinion generally. Will yon permit me to correct a 
mistake I have made as regards the president of the 
United Trades Association r I have in my notes here 
that he says that he thinks the majority of the working 
men in Cork are of his opinion on the subject, that is, 
as regards the subject of closing on Saturday night, 
and I have also another statement from an ex-delegate 
of the Trades Association. 

58.445. (Mr. Johnston.) Ton were asked as to why 
justices should be open to private influences in the 
matter of licensing, and not with reference to other 
things. The difference is iD the large pecuniary 
interest involved, is it not P — I think not so much 
that as very often social or local interests perhaps. 

58, '140. That is just my point, that men who would 
not dream of approaching a justice about some police 
case, or some minor offence, do so when hundreds or 
even thousands of pounds may be involved in the 
decision of the justices P— Possibly that may be one 
reason, and it would seem as if some justices do not 
attach very much importance to these iicensing ques- 
tions, and they do not think that these offences 
apparently aro of great importance one way or the 
other. 

' e Adaltera- 58,447. (Mr. Grinling.) You have told us you have 
tin. met with no cases of adulteration in Ireland, but they 
have all been cases of dilution ? — Tea. 

58.448. In those cases where you prosecuted and were 
successful, what was the nature of the proseention P — 
The reduoing the strength of spirits. 

58.449. Beyond the strength specified in the Act P— 
Yes. 



58,450. They were not grocers, were theyP — No. 
There is an impression I have met with in many parts 
of Ireland that licensed traders adulterate their liquor, 
but I am bound to say that my experience and that of 
others I have consulted is quite the opposite — that they 
do not. 

58,451. 1 do not know whether you were present yester- 
day when a sample of wliat is supposed to be whisky, 
and was called potheen, ’was produced, but I presume you 
would bo of opinion that cases like that are nardly cases 
that require the attention of the Commission ? — They 
are very much confined to particular localities. 

'Vmle 58,452. You said that the women were the majority 
'•'Aig. of the Monday drinkers, I understood, and that they 
went so far as to go to the pawnshop to pawn articles to 
get drink. I suppose there is no doubt that those 
women are women of the very lowest class. You would 
not fairly represent them as respectable artisans’ wives ? 
—Chiefly labourers’ wives. Labourers and their wives 
form, I think, the greater proportion of the people who 
carry on this drinking. I had some experiments mode 
with regard to that, and I found that the labourers are 
the more numerous persons in publjc-houses. 

58,453. You have told ns in Cork connty that the 
consumption at the present time runs more on beer than 
on whiasy. Is not that a change in the taste of Ireland ? 
—It is unusual. Porter is the drink in Cork. 


is keen competition amongst the traders themselves 
and also amongst the brewers. 

58.458. Your view ns to Sunday' closing is to have 
partial closing on Sunday P — I, personally, on principle, 
would advocate total closing, but on the whole I thunk 
it would be better to restrict the hours. I hardly think 
there is a sufficient body of public opinion amongst, 
tho labouring and working olosscs to justify the total 
dosing at present. 

58.459. The result of your inquiries, taking the users 
of puhlio-honses. was that 71 per oent. were not favour- 
able to total Sunday closing? — 51 per cent, are in 
favour of keeping the houses ns nt present from 2 to 7; 
29 per cent, in favour of total closing, and 20 per cent, 
in favour of closing at hours varying from 4 to 6 p.m. 

58.460. That makes 71 per cent, users of public- 
bouses not favourable to totnl Sunday closing ? — Yes. 

58.461. According to tho statistics we have had, you 
havo 162 off-liconscs in Cork county. Have y ou any 
complaint to make aguiust tho manner in which those 
licenses are carried on ? — W e have heard no complaints. 

58.462. In an order yon issued recently on the subject 
of the supervision of public-houses, I see you say that 
bad ly-cond noted public-houses should be closely looked 
after, but you wind up by saying that the police have 
their orders to carry out, and, of course, well-conducted 
houses should not be unnecessarily interfered with. I 
understand that is the principle you desire to work tho 
police on, not to harass the well-conducted houses, but 
to look after the ill-conducted houses i — That is the 
general principle I try to carry out. 

58.463. (Mr. Young.) First of all as to the licensing 
authority. Is yonr county court judge the sole autho- 
rity in tho county for licensing ? — No. He is associated 
with the magistrates in the county. 

58.464. And they have an equal authority with him 
in the granting of licenses P — They have. 

58.465. But in the borough ho is the sole authority P 
— He is, exoept as regards those exceptional liccnsos. 

58.466. I am now speaking of the granting of 
licenses. Is it your opinion that the county court 
judge and the reoordcr shonld have tho sole powor 
without the interference of the magistrates to giant 
licenses ? — Yes, it is. 

58.467. Is it your opinion that tho connty court 
judge and the reoordcr should lmvo the solo power of 
transfer, and of renewal ? — Yes. 

58.468. And yon would entirely wipe out the magis- 
trates’ jurisdiction as at present P — I would. 

58.469. Yon say you have too many licensed houses P 
— I think bo. 

58.470. What is being done for the reduction of those 
houses P — I really do not know that there is anything 
particular being done. 

58.471. Yon are not issuing now licenses? — Very 
few. They are slightly on the increase in the Hiding 
within tho last three years, but not to any very great 
extent. There is a slight redaction in tho city. 

58.472. Is there much increase of population iu 
Cork? — Quite the contrary. In tho 10 years before 
1891 there was a reduction of about 4,700 iu the city, 
and in the Riding there was a reduction of 32,000. 
There is a steadily decreasing population. 


58,454. A glass of beerP — Yes. I say it is rather 
unusual because whisky in other parts of Ireland is 
decidedly the national drink, but in Cork porter, aud 
to a great extent through Cork East Riding. I do not 
know why. 


8,455. One question with regard to clubs. I think 


yon said there are 10 or 12 clubs and they 
respectable— that they were principally members and 


social clubs. Do any supply for consumption off P- 
I do not think so. There may he exceptional cases but 
not as a rule. 


58,473. I was rather surprised at the account you 
gave of female drunkenness in yonr county, and I think 
m your city. Can yon account for it in auy way P — I 
ready cannot account for it, except that it is a habit that 
has grown up, aud perhaps has become hereditary now, 
and becomes the habit of the people. The women go 
to these public-houses and drink. They go there in 
considerable numbers and drink, and spend thoir 
evenings there. One night I went out myself, and I 
saw them drinking there. 


„-,474. These are the wives of the artisans, I pro- 
sumo p — Chiefly labourers, but also artisans. 


58,475. With regard to tied houses, I presume you 
call tied houses only those houses to the liceusees of 
which money has been lent? — No, my idea of a tied 
house is a house tho licensee of which from any cause 


58,456. As to tied-houses, of which according to your 
evidence, there appears to be a large number in your 
district, in your view would not excessive restriction of 

K blio-houses rather encourage the tied-house system? 

' not von think the tied-house system has to a certain — , • ... . , . , - ,, 

extent grown up out of that difficulty P-I think the whatever binds himselt to a brewer to only sell Ins 

tied-house system in Ireland has spring up through liquor. That is tho idea I have formed of a tied 
competition. house. 

58,457. And that competition is favoured bv the 58,476. Bnt practically almost every publican it 
houses getting into » few Lands ?-I suppose so. 'There Ireland is moro or loss bound to the m. -ohnnt whe 
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Mr. A. supplies him -with Ms liquors P — Pardon me, I do 
Gambeil. not think so at all. I think they are perfectly free 
— - to buy -wherever they like, and they do not consider 

SO Mar. '98 themselves bound to any person. 

58,477. It is only a man of independent ineaus that 

can be free in your estimation P — I do not quite see 
that either. I am sure there are a number of indepen- 
dent publicans not particularly well off but who are 
still able to get along. I certainly think that the tied- 
house system is to a certain extent an indication that 
the trade is not in a very healthy state, because I do 
not suppose any independent publican would become 
tied if be was not going down tne hill. 

58.478. You have got in recent years a large quantity 
of brewers which you had not before P — I do not know 
that any of these four breweries are of recent origin. I 
fancy they have been in existence a considerable time. 

58.479. I think that the late Sir John Arnott only 
commenced his large business recently? — Possibly in 
that instance ho may have, but I cannot say because I 
really do not know, I arn only three years in Cork. 

58.480. I want to say — possibly you may agree with 
me — that the tied-houso system, as conducted in 
Ireland, is very different from the tied-house system in 
England P — No doubt. I gather that distinctly — it is. 
It seems to me a less pronounced system, and it differs 
considerably. 


58,481. With reference to the opinions which you „ 
have got from a few people out of a large population r i- 
do yon attach any importance to those opinions?— T 
must say that I think I do, speaking of the case of the 
labourers and artisans that I consulted, for this reason elotjL 
that I went to the factories and places where they ' 
work, and I took them as they were. They did not 
know I was coming. They had no means of making up 
their opinion before, or being eavwigged in any way 
and they gave me it apparently from their own ideas 
without any interference on my part, and I think it 
may be taken as a very fair indication of the feelings 
of the labouring and artizan class in Cork. I may 
perhaps, add this that it was taken under conditions 
that wore not at all favourable to the temperance 

a uestion, because I avoided that part of the city where 
ae temperance cause flourishes most. 

58,482. Yon, ah all events, found out that the work- 
ing classes and those most requiring public-houses are 
of opinion that those houses should he closed at 
9 o’clock on Saturday night P — Yes. 

58,483. And open from 2 to 5 on Sundays P— Yes, at Suate 
different horns, varying, I think, from 4 to 6. Some elosiaj 
said 2 to 4, others 2 to 5, others 2 to 6. 

58,484.. May I take it that that is your opinion ?— 

My opinion is 'from 2 to 5. 


The witness withdrew. 
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58.485. ( Viscount de Vesei.) I believe yon were ap- 
pointed a resident magistrate in September 1887?— Yes. 

58.486. You were stationed in Donegal for five years, 
in Bray in the county Wicklow for five years, ana you 
have been IV years at Waterford? — Yes. 

58.487. Previously to being appointed a resident 
magistrate yon were five years, I believe, a legal assistant 
commissioner under the Land Act, and previously to 
that ten years at the Irish Bar?— Yos. 

58.488. You have been good enough to furnish several 
paragraphs of suggestions to the Commission, and I 
will take No. 1. Will you give us your opinion as to 
early closing all over Ireland on Saturdays?— I am in 
favour of early closing on Saturdays from 8 or 9 
o’clock. 

58.489. Then will you give ns your view with 
reference to Sunday closing? — I think as to Sunday 
closing that the hours aro bad hours for closing, they 
arc too late. The houses should bo opaned from 2 
o'clock to 5. 

58.490. That is in the five exempted towns P — Yes. 

58.491. You say from 2 to 5. That is a different hour 
to what yon have given in this precis P — Yes. 

58.492. That is after hearing the evidence that has 
been given here to-day ? — -Yes, I wish to correct that. 

58.493. Then with reference . to the endorsement on 
licenses of convictions P — I would endorse every convic- 
tion on. tho license. 

58.494. Bub you are in favour of giving a power of 
appeal P — I would give a power of appeal to tho 
chairman of quarter sessions to take off the endorse- 
ment, chough there should he no appeal against the 
conviction itself. At the present moment there is a 
great dislike among magistrates to endorse a liconBe. 
I personally do not believe that they object to con- 
victing, but they do not like the penalty of endorsing, 
beoause it is such a heavy penalty if there' are two 
endorsements on the license, and another conviction. 

58.495. At the present moment what is tho nature of 
the appeal to quarter sessions : is it against the wholo 
conviction ? — It would be against the conviction. 

. 58,496. You would not only give an appeal against 
tho endorsement, but against tho conviction itsolf? — 
Yes. I would still leave the appeal in the ordinary 
way to quarter sessions, hut as regards taking off tho 
endorsement, I would give an appeal to the chairman 
of quarter sessions alone, because in some cases there 
may be only a technical breach, for which it would not 
ho necessary to endorse the license. 

58,497. You. would allow the appellant to admit the 
justice of the conviction, but get the endorsement 
taken off P-— Yos. 


58.498. You are in favour of giving the power of JUr.f, 
appeal to the chairman of quarter sessions sitting Bet 
alone? — The chairman sitting alone to have power to — 
take off tho endorsements. 

58.499. Than portion of it P — Yes. 

58.500. And yon would allow the appeal against the 
conviction to the general body of quarter sessions ?— 

Yes. 

58.501. Will you kindly state yonr -reason for making 
tho distinction between the two appeals P — Because 1 
think there is a great disinclination amongst all 
magistrates to endorse the liconse. 

58.502. You think tho chairman's opinion would he 
to take off the endorsement on appeal solely fi-om that? 

— Except in grave cases. 

58.503. Would yon state your view as to the constabu- poliw 
lary having tho power of appeal in cases where tie powt : 
decision of the magistrates was against the prosecu- epped 
tion ? — At the present moment tho constabulary appear 

to have no power of appealing against a dismissal under 
tho licensing laws. A considerable number of cases 
have been given in. which magistrates have not 
convicted and I think that one of their grievances is 
that there is no appeal from that. As magisb-ates we 
find that though the police may have a very strong 
case, whether it is true or is not, as presented to us on 
behalf of the police, there is as strong a case made ou be- 
half of the defendant, and we are bound to give him the 
benofitof the doubt, and there are therefore a considerable 
number of dismissals To prevent tho idea that there is 
unfairness amongst the magistrates, I would give the 
constabulary powpr to appeal. They have tho power 
under the Beer House Act of 1864, but no power under 
the Licensing Act. 

58.504. Do you agree with the previous witness that 
there are a great many dismissals in oases that are 
improper ? You have heard tho statistics given by the 
previous witness ns to the number of convictions and 
the number of dismissals P — 1 think there are some 
dismissals which arc obtained by magistrates being 
canvassed ; but as to the groat quantity of cases, I am 
afraid ho was looking at it from tho prosecutor’s point 
of view merely, aud therefore if the police had a power 
of appeal, and the magistrates had gone wrong in then 
dismissal, it could be corrected by the county court judge. 

58.505. Do you agree with tho previous witness that 
the magistrates are lax in the administration of the 
licensing laws, and too easily given to dismissing 
cases P — I think that there arc some benches of 
magistrates who are in my experience very ta 
Others aro quite the reverse. 

58.506. Now take your next suggestion.. Will you Ik**- 
give your view as to tho granting of now licenses ana »« 
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the constitution of the licensing bodyP — There is no 
doubt that with the present form of licensing there is 
a great doal of canvassing amougst magistrates who 
are going to sit at quarter sessions. The magistrates 
who were appointed some time ago can all sit as long 
os they sit in their counties, but the magistrates lately 
appointed are limited to Bitting in certain petty sessions 
districts by the Lord Chancellor. 

58.507. That is for ordinary criminal business, not 
for the granting of licenses P — It is the licensing as well 
as criminal business they are limited to. They can 
only sit at certain petty sessions. 

58.508. That is iu the case of prosecutions under the 
Licensing Acts P — Yes. 

68.509. The question I am asking you is as to the 
granting of licenses, aud what would be the constitu- 
tion of the licensing body ? — I would have the magis- 
trates who usually sit for the petty sessions district in 
which the house is situated, and the chairman of quarter 
sessions. 

58.510. The quarter sessions district may be made up 
of several petty sessions districts ? — Yes, at present, and 
the conseqnencos are that magistrates from other 
districts, perhaps miles away, vote on the licensing 
questions of which they know nothing aud care very 
little about. 

58.511. I would put this to you. There may be very 
few magistrates living in a petty sessions district? — 
There would always be two magistrates sitting, beomiac 
there would be the resident magistrate nnd tne county 
court judge, and if the other magistrates did not 
attend at quarter sessions there would be still two 
magistrates to adjudicate. 

58.512. It would work out in this way, that the 
applicants would como up at a quarter sessions district, 
and the various petty sessions districts would be com- 
prised in that quarter sessions district, but only those 
magistrates would have a voice who lived in the 
particular petty sessions district P — Yes, that is my 
opinion, and, as a rale. I have found the men living in 
the petty sessions district really inquire into the case 
and Know the merits. 

58.513. You do not agree with what has been given 
in evidence before us up to now, that the county court 
judge should be the only licensing authority ? — 1 would 
sooner have the county court judge than the present 
system— than the entire body of county magistrates. 

53.514. As compared with what you find now?— .1 
think the more looal knowledge is brought in the 
better. 

58.515. As a matter of fact, in a great many counties 
in Ireland the county court judge does not reside 
anywhere within the county? — Most of them. 

58.516. They will probably live in Dublin ? — Yes. 


58.523. Does ho restrict himself very much to a cast- 
ing vote in case of an equal division? — Oar chairman 
does not give a casting vote. If it was ovenly divided 
he would give a vote cither one way or the other. 

53.524. You suggest here that if the magistrate- arc 
equally divided the chairman should liave a second 
vote ? — Yes. 

58.525. With reference to the bond jido traveller, you 
would wish to have him more thoroughly defined ? — At 
present there aro cortaia decisions uu it, but ill rural T In- 
districts at petty sessions it is extremely hard to get luma Jldc 
magistrates to follow these decisions, anil I think that traveller, 
there ought to be some more definite definition given 

in the Act as to what is a bond full traveller. For 
instance, it should not apply to persons travelling for 
drink. 

58.526. How would you define that? How are yon 
to distingnish a person who travels for pleasure and a 

¥ erson travelling for the purposo of getting drink ? — 
here are many cases in which it is alleged by tbo 
police that certain people went out from a town solely 
for the purposes of drink. There will bo reasons given 
by the detendants as to why they went out, and it 
should be left pretty much to tho magistrates to decide 
whether those people went out to get drink at- went 
out on the legitimate business for which they say they 
did. 

58,527. Do tho police find any difficulty iu establish- 
ing their case on that particular poiut P — Very often 
they find a good deal, but very often the dcfence’brenks 
down entirely. Sometimes the defence is that the man 
went out to purchase something, aud it is proved lie 
did not. 

53,528. Then what is yonr second suggestion? — That 
people are not to stay in public houses. Bo, id fido 
travellers are very much accustomed to sitting iu 
public-houses for two or three hours of an afternoon, 
and the ordinary publio-house in Irolaud supplies no 
refreshment, bat it is simply for the purpose of driuk. 

58,529. 5fou would give the police power if they saw 
a man going iu, to take the time, anil prosecute him if 
he was there unduly long ? — Yes, longer than ho ought 
to be there simply for the purpose of refreshment. 

58,530. Then what is your third suggestion ? — That 
the clause exempting railway stations should be limited 
so us not to apply to a person drinking at a departure 
station if lie resides within the distance constituting 
a bond fide traveller from the station. When I was 
stationed at Eray it was a common habit for a man 
to purchase a 2d. ticket by an early train in the 
morning at the station, and use that ticket for going 
in to the refreshment room. The people at the refresh- 
ment room did the best they ooulil, but this ticket 
was used daring tho whole day, going in and out of tho 
refreshment room. I am not talking of any individual 
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58. 517. And come down only for the sitting of the 
quarter sessions. They would drive straight to the 
town or come by train straight to the particular town 
where the quarter sessions are held? — That is tho 
reason that I should like to have the magistrates of the 
actual petty sessions district associated with him. 
They could give him the actual views of people really 
interested in the question of whother there should be 
a public-house or not. 

58.518. The object of my question about the county 
court judge was this. Do you consider he would havo 
local knowledge of the circumstances of the case ? — I 
think he has very little looal knowlodge and would have 
very little. In some districts, of course, it would ba 
different. The recorder would be different. 

58.519. I am only talking of tho rural districts ? — I 
think he has very little knowledge, and that is tho 
reason I suggostea the other magistrates. 

58.520. From yonr experience does the county court 
judge at present take any active part in discussing 
these licensing applications ? — The county court judge 
goes carefully through the caso, then states any law 
that there is in it, and then simply leaves it to the vote 
of the magistrates. 

58.521. Docs he now appeal to the local knowledge of 
the men sitting with himP — In my experience tho 
county court judge simply leaves it to their vote. 


58.531. In your experience] you have known it? — 

Yes. 

58.532. The mau was never a traveller at all, but 
stayed at the station drinking? — Yes, os long U3 ho 
had the ticket. 

58.533. Then what would be your fourth suggestion ? 

— That bond fide travellers should not be people guiug 
in the same town from one public-house to another for 
the purpose of drinking. 

58.534. That would throw the onus on the police of 
following a man and watching him in tho town? — 

Certainly. 

58.535. They would bo entitled to go in anil say: 

“Yon caunot serve this mau; he has beau already 
“ served iu another house in this town ” ? — Yes. 

58.536. Then with regard to tho suitability of houses Suitability 
generally? — At the present moment, sometimes iu of pre- 
granting new lioeases wc put ou conditions — I would iniaes. 
hardly call them absolute conditions — bat the publiaan 

agrees that certain exits and entrances should be 
closed. Thoro is really no power to enforce that 
afterwards at all. 

58.537. You would give power to enforce it? — I 
would give powor to the magistrate to enforce that, aud 
that oould bo brought up when tho certificate is sigueil 
by the magistrates. 


58,522. After having stated any log&l points that 58,538. Would you give powor to reject an applioa- 
may arise?— Yes, and nEtcr having gone through, the tion for a renewal if exits were made iu contravention 
evidence. subsequently of the condition?— Yes, subsequently. 
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Mr. V. 58,530. Next •with regard to tho certificates? — The 
Bourke. certificate nt tho present moment that we have to sign 

is simply of good character and that tho house has been 

30 Mar. ’98 conducted peaceably and orderly during the past 12 
— ■ ■■ months. Very often tha police say that the house has 
not been conducted peaceably and orderly, and the 
magistrates consider that though the cases that are 
brought forward are right, it is not a sufficiently strong 
case to take a man’s certificate away and deprive him 
of his pnblie-houso altogether. 

The six 58,540. I will take the details of your suggestions as 
house- yon put them before ub. First of all, would you say 

holders’ that it would be unnecessary to have the certificate 

certificate, signed by six householders P — That has roally come to 
be a perfect farce. Sometimes they are all in tho same 
handwriting. 

58.541. Your next detail is that the certificate should 
he granted on the application of the publican ; docs that 
mean that he should appear in court P — No, if he sends 
in a written application. 

58.542. He has to do that now. and advertise? — He 
has to send it in for bis renewal certificate, but he also 
has to send in the certificate signed by six house- 
holders. I would leave the certificate the same as he 
>ow Bends in, and simply take off the six householders. 

rnrti'fln fa 58,543. Then the next is : — Form of certificate to be 
of conduct a ' tere “ 80 as to it a true certificate? — If we con- 
on re- eider tho house has not been conducted well, but that 
newal. ^ as not been conducted sufficiently badly to refuse 

the certificate, I think we should be able so to state on 
the certificate. At present we know there arc charges 
against tbo house, but wo do not thiuk the man should 
be refused altogether, yet we have to sign the certificate 
that it is of good character and has been peaceably and 
quietly conducted. 

58.544. Yon want a more correct description P — We 
should have a description of that. 

58.545. Then the next suggestion is practically what 
you have just said ? — Yes. 

I Structural 58,546. Then the next suggestion is as to the pre- 
' condition, miscs becoming unsuitable ? — If premises which have 
been licensed become unsuitable the justices, if it isleft 
in their hands, on the application for renewal, at the 
same timo as they take into account good character 
and the peaceable and orderly conduct, should take into 
account whether promises have become unsuitable. I 
am not alluding to an excess of public-houses, but 
only to the condition of the structure. 

Transfers. 58.547. Then with reference to transfers? — With 
reference to transfers I only allude to a transfer 
on sale, where a man has sold a public-house the 
justices should not ho bound to grant a transfer if in 
their opinion the promises have become unsuitable. 
Thore are some wretched little public-houses that are 
sold. For instance there was an interest in a public- 
house that I know that was sold the other day for 81., 
and the money was not to bo paid till they saw whether 
they got the transfer or not. 

58.548. In the caso you mentioned, from the begin- 
ning the premises could not have been suitable? 

Thej- may have been unsuitable, but the mutability 
should ho considered when they come up for transfer. 

58.549. You do not think that would causo injustice 
in any way to the persons who have paid for the 
transfer ? — The reason I say on sale is this, that it would 

i be possible for tlic man to improve the premises and 

make them suitable. I am not taking tho number of 
publio-houscs into account in that. 

58.550. You would give him an opportunity to put 
the premises in repair and then let him renew his 
application for the transfer ? — Yes. 

Itcsponsi- 58,551. Then the next is as to tho knowledge of the 
| liility for aots of servants F — Yes. To be considered the acts or 

j acts of knowledge of the publican. At the present moment 

I servants. the sections are worded differently. There is "know- 

ingly ” and " suffering ” and “permitting.” They are 
all worded in different ways. 

58,552. Does the licensing law of Ireland differ from 
that of England in that respect? Jb the holder of a 

license not responsible for the acts of his servants P 

Iu some cases they are, but the question I wanted to 
bring forward is this. A licensed person has a house 
with a servant in possession or a full manager of the 
business, bnt does not live on the promises; if tho 
servant or manager harbours constables, for instance 
the word “ knowingly ” is in the section, and it is’ 


doubtful if tbe publican can be convicted; virtually 
leaving tho public-house owner exempt, if a nan r - 
takes it under these conditions. There is another case ’ 
in Ireland where a railway manager is licensed all ~~ 
down the line whether ho is bound' by the acts of his 
servants or not, and if he is not you could not get, a 
conviction at all. I do not mean by this an under 
servant or anything of that kind, but I mean the 
responsible servant and manager in the place. 

58.553. With regard to the license to be held by spirit Spin! 
rocers and tho quantity they aro permitted to sell?— pop., 
f the spirit grocer's license is continued, I think they 

ought to be allowed to sell more than the limit now. 

They aro limited now to two quarts and it ought to be 
more. There are many of tbe spirit grocers with very 
substantial bouses who have to take out a publican's 
license to bo allowed to sell the intermediate quantity. 

58.554. Aro you in favour of tho continuation of the 
spirit grocer P — No. 

58.555. Can you give any reason to tho Commission 
for that view ? — My impression is, if you cake first 
a rural district, that tho magistrates at the present 
moment have no power to refuse a spirit grocer’s 
license if tho house is suitable, and the applicant's 
character is good. A spirit grocer’s license is in a rural 
district, to my mind, a much grantor danger than a 
public- house. 

58.556. One of the reasons that you object to it is 
that you find they arc very often remote from police 
supervision P — Yes. 

58.557. They cannot bo properly supervised?— They 
cannot be properly supervised. Of course, if the spirit 
grocer’s license remains, I should put them under the 
same terms as to hours as the publicans. 

58.558. Then with reference to tho premises?— They iforf 
should be quite separate. It may be very difficult in trade:: 
some of these establishments to arrange it, but there puhlic- 
ehould be no difficulty in tho case of fiiture licenses, hoisu. 
I think there is a great deal of harm in having a pnblic- 
bouse with a drapery counter on the other side. A 
woman comes in to buy draperies, and Irish people are 
hospitable, and they offer a treat, and it encourages 
drink. 

58.559. The temptation to drink exists P — It increases 
it very muoh. 

58.560. If tho public-houses wero given a limit of 
time in whioh to discontinue any other business on 
their premises, do you think that would automatically 
act to diminish the number of public-houses in Ireland, 
assuming that a limit of timo was given, so as not to 
be brought in peremptorily at ouoe P — There would be 
a difficulty in altering somo of tho premises. I think 
if you were to say there was to be no other business on 
the premises except a pnblic-honso, in most eases of 
a respectable sized public-house the business could be 
mode absolutely separate. 

58.561. Different shops ? — Yes, and with a dividing 
partition down, and two different doors. They would 
practically become two shops. 

58.562. I am talking of the large number of small 
public-houses where they eke out a business wiih a 
license. Do yon find that exists a good deal in small 
villages ? — Yes, I think they would keep to the public- 
house. 

58.563. They would give up the othor business P — Thor 
would give up the othor business in those very small 
places and stick to tho public-house. 

58.564. What have you to say with regard to the Ratejth 
valuation of licensed premises ? — At present licensed »•**■ 
premises are not subjeot to any valuation, and I think 
they ought to be under the same valuation as beer- P rem ' 
houses, I should say 8Z. or 10Z. in tho rural districts, 

and 15Z. in towns. 

58.565. Then with reference to the habitual drunkard? 

— We find a great deal of difficulty in fining habitual 
drunkards. They are fined, and they collect from 
their relations the money at once, so that tho family 
are really punished. By habitual drunkards I am 
not alluding to a man with one or two convictions, but 
a man with five or six convictions in 12 months, and I 
think that the magistrates in petty sessions ought to 
have the power to imprison in the same way as if a 
man is drunk and disorderly. 

58.566. Without the option of a fine ? — Without the 
option of a fine. 
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y U 58,567. What number of convictions in 12 mouths 
g'rke, would you consider ought to constitute an habitual 

_ drunkard — in a rough way P — Say four convictions in 

the year. 

58,568- Would you see any difficulty in rural districts 
in regal'd to the facilities for obtaining drink by habitual 
drunkards— I suggest by sending notice to the license- 
holders that a certain man should not be served with 
drink? — I could not give an answer on that. 

58,569. Yon have not considered that? — No. I do 
not think it could do any harm, bnt I think they would 
be served with drink. 

Occasional 58,570. Then with regard to granting occasional 
li lenses. lioenses ?— At the present moment they can be granted 
by a single justice even if refused by the magistrates 
at petty sessions. One justice, sitting in his house, can 

S ant an occasional license, and it has been done where 
a bench have refused an occasional license. My 
idea is that two justices should be appointed at every 
annual licensing sessions, who should be the two 
justices to grant the occasional licenses in a district 
whenever wanted. 

58,571. Two for each petty sessions district ?— Yes. 
58,572. They only should be empowered to grant an 
occasional license P — Yea, the only two. 

58,573. ( Lean Dicleinson.) Together or separate ? — 
Together. Very often a person wants an occasional 
license for some time before the next petty sessions, and 
perhaps petty sessions will fall through in consequence 
of non-attendance, or the assizes coming on. 

58,574. ( Viscount de VescL ) How often are petty 
sessions hold on the average in yonr district P — In 
Waterford they are held weekly, and three petty 
sessions aro held monthly, and three held fortnightly, 
i 58,5/5. (Mr. Young) In the county? — Yes, and in 

Kilkenny. I have half of Kilkenny — the southern 
^ portion of Kilkenny. 

58,576. ( Viscount de Vesni.) Then with reference to 
notice to the police of these occasional licenses, have 
you any view to express ? — They should certainly let 
the police know. They should bring the sanction of 
the police to the magistrates when they aro getting it 
signed. 

58,577. I am assuming two magistrates should he 
allowed to sit acting together in any place ? — Yes, not 
in court at all, so long as you get the signatures of two 
magistrates. 

58,578. They would have to meet together and sit 
together ? — They would have to meet for the purpose. 
Ktcmptiou 58,579. Have you any permanent exemptions allowed 
ciders. in Waterford ? — Yes. 

58,580. In the city P — It is in the county Kilkenny. 
It is a fowl market, and the house is opened at 5 o’clock 
in the morning. I know there was an application 
before us the other day to allow it to be opened at 
2 o’clock in the morning, and we refused. 

58,581. That is the only one you know of? — Yes. 
In the county Wicklow, when I was there, there were 
one or two. 

58,582. Pig fairs begin early in the morning ? — Yes. 
I do not think they are exemptions there. I could 
not give a certain answer for the towa of Waterford, 
licensing 58,583. (Mr. Young.) Is it your opinioa that oa the 
“ihoritjr. whole it would be better to leave all licensing matters 
in the hands of the county court judge and recorder, 
and abolish entirely the present authority exercised by 
the magistrates P— No, it is not my view. I thought I 
had explained that I would abolish the present system, 
the whole of the county magistrates coming in and voting 
ou a license, but I should keep it to the magistrates of 
the petty sessions districts in which the pnblie-heuse is 
situated, who are people who know most about it, and 
the county court judge. 

58,584. Waterford is a city which has its public- 
houses olosad on Sundays ? — Yes. 

58,585. With reference to the arrests, they have 
rather increased since this Closing Act was passed P 
Can you follow mo in these figures P — I am afraid I 
have no figures at all. I have no returns. That is 
entirely a police matter. 

58,586. Would it he out of place to give you these 
figures ? — I have prepared no statistics. 

^k#n* 58,587. I am asking you this general question. Is 

6455 °t there a decrease of drunkenness in your city of Water* 


ford? — I have only been there a year and a half, and I Mr. U. 
really could not say. My impression is that there is a Eaurko. 

decrease in Sunday drunkenness, but I think that the 

evil is the Saturday night much more than the Siunluy. 30 Mar. '98 
I think there is much more drunkenness then. This fuct — — — 

I know from my magisterial knowledge, that there are Saturday 
more cases of drunkenness on Saturday night than on Suu ' 
Sunday, and more eases of great hardship, becauso day ' 
they are the bread-winners who spend the whole of 
their money. 

58,588. Statistics do not bear that outP — You will 
remomber, first of all, I have only been in Waterford a 
year and a half; and secondly, I keep no statistics, of 
course. 1 should only have to get them from the 
police. 

58,689. In 1874, four years previous to the passing 
of the Act, convictions for Sunday drunkenness were 
103, and in the year 1889, 10 years after, 150 ; and in 
1897, 119 P — That is getting better. 

58.590. So that it seems to he an increase since the 
Act passed P — It is a decrease now for the last few 
years. 

58.591. I presume the public-houses aro well con- Conduct of 
ducted in your opinion P — I think somo houses are licensed 
very well conducted indeed, and some very badly con- houses, 
dnoted. 

58.592. You have got no tied houses there ? — No, not 
that I am aware of. 

58.593. (Mr. Grinling.) Your objection to the spirit Spirit 
grocer’s license, I understand, is that in rural places it grocers, 
is difficult of police supervision P — Yes. 

58.594. Thnfc would apply to all licensed premises, 
would not it P — No, in this way, that magistrates when 
granting the certificate for a licensed public-house 
can take into account whether it is wanted in the 
district. As regards a spirit grocer they cannot take 
anything into consideration, but are simply obliged to 
give it, if character of applicant is good and premises 
suitable. 

58.595. Subject to good character and suitability of 
the premises P — Good character and a desirable house. 

58.596. Do not yon think for carrying oa a shop that 

is sufficient power to the magistrates P — I think not. / 

58.597. No question of publio order can come in ?— If 
it were used solely as a trade, but there is no doubt at 
all, if once they get the spirit grocer's license, there is 
an enormous quantity of drinking goes on on the 
premises. 

58.598. I understand the difficulty is the form of the 
license as it exists in Ireland. It allows the salo of 
small quantities in an open vessel P — Yes. 

58.599. You think that creates a difficulty ? — Yes. 

58.600. Would it got over it if tho principle were 
adopted that applies in England, that is a license under 
which all traders come, limiting the quantity and not 
allowing the sale in open vessels P The quantity in 
England is a quart bottle for spirits and a pint bottle 
for ivines, and it cannot he sold for consumption on ? — 

I think it would improve the license that we call the 
spirit grocer’s license veiy much. 

58.601. Would your view os to total magisterial 
control still hold good under those circumstances P Do 
not you think, then, that seeing that the premises were 
good and the parties were of suitable character would 
he sufficient for that license P — Personally, I think that 
whatever the licensing body is, they should have tho 
supervision as to whether they should grant the license 
or not. Of course, granting the spirit grocer's license 
at present is the thin end of the wedge to get a public- 
house license after. 

58.602. In England we do not know this thing. Your - 
difficulty in Ireland arises from the fact that your- 
license is such an arbitrary one, that a man is obligod to 
get a publican’s license to do his trade. With regard 
to Waterford, do yon know the number of spirit grocers, 
there are in the whole county of Waterford?— No. 

58.603. I think you will be suprised if I tell you that 
with a population for the county of nearly 100,000- 
there are only three spirit grocers’ licenses, so that they 
cannot be answerable for very much intemperance in 
the county of Water fox'd P — No. I was alluding to 
two licenses I am aware of. 

58.604. In Waterford city P — Two in Waterford city. 

There was one the other day. 

L 4 
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Mr. U. 58,605. Thors aro only three in the whole county of 
Btmrke. ‘Waterford with a population of 100,000. I was going 

to put that toyou.hecauso the grocer comes in for such 

SOMiiv.’SiR a largo amount of obloquy in connoetion with drunken- 

licss that one is a little glad when one can find 

something to say that is favourable ? — The worst aspect 
of the spirit grocer's license I do not think is in a hig 
town . He is more under supervision thei’O, if neecssary, 
lint I think tlio harm it does is where you get a spirit 
grocer’s license in a little outlying place, because there 
the drink i3 on. the premisos and there the temptation 
to sell to anybody is' great. 

Endorse- 58,606. ( Mr. Walker.) One question on the endorse- 
ment of ment question. Aro yon prepared to acknowledge that 
licenses. many offences may occnr that would not justify 
endorsement ? — Certainly. 

58.607. You expressed an opinion that all offences 
should he endorsed on the liconse ? — Yes. 

58.608. But recognising that many of them are of 
a trivial character and also recognising the great 
injury that would he occasioned to valuable property, 
you would give them an opportunity to appoal ? — Yes. 

58.609. Can you tell me what purpose is answered by 
having the license endorsed and then telling the appli- 
cants, “I do not believe it is just, so l give yon an 
“ opportunity of going to the court of appeal.” 
Wlial, putposo is answered by that?— The greater 
number of convictions would he cases which would be 
recorded, but a trivial case might arise, as I have 
known a trivial case to arise in which the man was 

' hound to be convicted, having broken the law, hut for 
some reason or auothor it might appear to the magis- 
trates that it was a very slight breach of the law by 
accident or in some way or another, and all I wanted 
to do then was this, that there should not be an 
arbitrary power to take away this man’s property for 
what you might call an accidental breach or the law for 
which he had no appeal. 

58.610. The court of appeal would not he the same 
authority that had previously endorsed the license ? — 
You cannot have an appeal to the same magistrates 
who have heard the case. If you do not send it to a 
higher court you would be asking the other magis- 
trates to reverse their brother magistrates. 

58.611. The court of appoal might not remove the 
endorsement, although it was a case in which those who 
endorsed it considered it ought not to he tliorc. That 
is quite possible, is it not?— It is quite possible in any 
ease that the court of appeal might act wrongly. If 
tho legislature gavo them tho power to take oil’ the 
endorsement if tho offence was only a trivial ono, I do 


not like to presume the county court judge would nnf 
act on that and take it off. b U not 


1L.U u* yummuu-seusc men, it it was placed 
bclore these judges in a manner to appeal to them as 
being an unnecessary nnd unwarrantable endorsement 
they would immediately- remove it ?— It would only be 
the one man sitting. He is sitting there as a lawyer. 

58,613. Does not that exhibit the weakness of the 
power of the magistrates to endorse under such 
circumstances as that ? — I am in favour of an appeal in 
every case. I think it is a groat blessing to magistrates 
to have an appeal if they go wrong, and if they put this 
on in a case in which it ought not to be done, I do not 
see why the county court judge should not take it off 
on appeal. 


58,614 Did I understand you to say that vou thought 
the magistrates generally were averse to endorsement 
in consequence of tho very serious consequences 
attaching to it P — Yea. 


58,615. In face of that you would advise that 
offences be endorsed ? — Yes. 


all 


i>8, 616. Would you accept a medium course that, if 
that were so, they should have no effect so tar ’as 
injuring the permanency of the license P— I think that 
there should be an alteration iu the law as to the two 
endorsements, and the one conviction breaking the 
license. 


58,617. We have had men holding high positions— 
men eminent as judges— here before this Commission 
who have acknowledged the same as you have to-day, 
that though it may he a trivial oase, they would Imre 
all offences endorsed, hut it should only be for the 
purpose of record, aud there should be a discretionary 
power on the part of the authority as to whether they 
renewed the license P— That is ydiat I intended to say 
if I did not say it in my answer to you, that I would 
alter the present power of forfeiture and give a power 
not to forfeit the license on tho three convictions, but 
leave a discretionary power with tho licensing body 
when they came to give the certificate whether they 
would refuse or not. 


58,618. You would not make it absolute to refuse?— 


58.619. You would not make two (indorsements 
absolute to destroy the license ? — No. 

58.620. You would give a power of appeal on a first 
endorsement P — I would give a power of appeal ou any 
endorsement. 

58.621. (Bean Dickinson.) You would simply have a 
record of the circumstances as well as of tho faetP— 
Yes. 


The witness withdrew. 

Adjourned to Tuesday, April 5th, at 11 o’clock. 
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NINETY-EIGHTH DAY. 


Queen’s Robing Room, House of Lords, Tuesday, April 5th, 1898. 


PRESENT : 

The Right Honourable the VISCOUNT PEEL is the Ciiaib. 


Tlio Right Hon. the Viscount De Vesci. 

Tho Right Hon. Sir Algernon West, K.C.B. 
William Axles, Esq., M.P. 

William Sproston Caine, Esq. 

William Graham, Esq. 

Henry Grinling, Esq. 


Samuel Hyslop, Esq. 

•Tons Herbert Roberts, Esq., M.P 
Hi'.Nur Riley Smith, Esq. 

Chaui.es Walker, Esq. 

Samuel Young, Esq., M.P. 


Mr. John Mather - Galwbt Foley colled in and examined. 


Vr J. 31 ■ 58,622. (Chairman.) You are, I think. County In- 

g! F olig- spector of County Clare ? — I am. 

— 58,023. What is your opinion of tho licensing 

authority P — I consider that the licenses should only 
LtusiBj | )e gmuteil by the county court judge, 
j.thwii). 5 g_g- 24 # Do you think the county court judge should 
sit alone or with tho jnsticcs of the pence for the 
comity ? — Alone, in the same way as the recorder in 
Dublin, Bolfast, and Londonderry. 

58.025. Do yon think that when the county court 
judge sits with the comity magistrates os nt present ho 
lms his proper share of influence:* — I know iu some 
instances lie has no influence whatever. They quite 
ignore his instructions as to tho law of tho eases that 
come before them. 

58.026. Are the magistrates attached to that particular 
petty sessional division, or do they come Irora other 
parts of tho comity ? — They come from all jiarts of tho 
county. 

58.627. If the magistrates act iu tho manner you 
state, do yon think tho power Bhonld remain in their 
hands of voting at all ?— I do not think they should 
have votes. 

58.628. You would take away from the magistrates 
all power of voting on licensing questions P — Yes. 

58.629. And have the solo jurisdiction in the hands of 
the recorder iu towns, and of the county court judge in 
the country P — Yes. 

58.630. What would you • do with renewals ; would 
they be under the same jurisdiction ?— Yes, and uuder 
the county court judge also. 

58.631. You would have the county court judge and 
recorder dealing, in fact, with tho whole licensing 
question P — Unless at petty sessions. Of course I do 
not mean in prosecution cuseB. 

Rafail 58,632. What would you leave to the magistrates in 
-gistnto petty sessions P — The resident magistrate only should 
K t*y have power to deal with cases nt petty’ sessions, in 
**>1005. a n oagoSi except under section 12 of course, of mere 
drunkenness. 

58,633. Therefore you would have three, the resident 
magistrate, the comity court judge, and the recorder, 
who would be tho authorities in different parts P — Yes. 

53,634-. You wonld give to the resident magistrate, 
as I understand, the power of prosecuting in cases of 
breaches of certificate or breaches of license ? — Tho 
power of adjudicating in all cases as to publicans, and 
spirit grocers, and beer retailers. 

58.635. Who wonld he the prosecutor P — Tho con- 
stabulary. 

58.636. In all threo cases ? — In all three cases. 

1 58,637. What would you leave tho justices of the 

peace to do in regal'd to licensing in the petty sessional 
division P— Nothing. 

58,638. You would oust them altogether from having 
anythiug to do with the licensing question P— Yes. 

V 98449. 


58.639. Assuming that the resident magistrate of the j \lr. J. 3t. 
district was sittiug in petty sessions, would you let him G. Foley. 

deal with occasional licenses, for instance ? — Yes, with 

occasional licenses also, nnd there shonld be the power 5 April '91 
of appeal from his decision to the county court jndgo. ; — 

' Occasional 

58.640. Shonld there be any appeal Jroiu ihc county licenses, 

court judge to any court P — 1 think it would bo hardly A 
necessary. * p 

58.641. Nor from the recorder ? — Ido not think there 
would on any objection to it. 

53,942. Assuming it was thought advisable, to whom 
should an appeal lie P — From the resident magistrate 
to tho county court judge. 

58,643. And from the recorder, if such a thing wore 
contemplated P — From tho recorder to the judge of 
assize. 

58,0-14. And fiom tho county court judge to the court 
of assize P — Yes. 

58.645. Spirit grocers' licenses you would put. I Spirit 
suppose, under the jurisdiction of those three gentlemen grocers, 
iu their respective localities, the county court judge, the 
recorder, and the resident magistrate, would you '( — 

Yea. 

58.646. At present aro ycu of opinion that they are 
granted laxly P — There is too much facility for obtaining 
spirit grocers' licenses now, in fact; they can be obtained 
without the wish of the magistrates. 

58.647. It is not the fault of tho magistrates, but the 
fault of the law in yoir opinion ? — It is the fault of the 
low as regards spirit grocers. 

58.648. The only requirements being, as we know, 
good character and suitability of the premises P — Yes; 
of course tho latter is a more myth. No opposition 
could bo made on that ground hardly, because I do 
not see wlint would be the requirements of the promises. 

58.649. Would you submit the spirit grocer to the 
same jurisdiction as the publican? — I really do not see 
why there should be spirit grocers at all. 

58.650. You would abolish the spirit grocers P — I do 
not see what use they are. 

58.651. I suppose there arc not a great many in your 
pnrtP — There is one in Ennis; and I believe he con- 
siders it a grievance that if a customer sent for a gallon 
of spirits he could not give it to him without getting it 
on two different occasions. He could only sell two 
quarts at a time. The grievance is that they cannot 
sell enough. I have heard that he considers tbut a 
grievance. 

58.652. You have, I suppose, very few in your 
county ?— I think there is hut one in Ennis. I am not 
aware of any others. 

58.653. In the county Clare generally, are there 
many spirit grocers ? — 1 think that is the only one iu 
the county. I am not aware of any others. 

58.654. ( Mr . Orinling .) And that one is in Ennis, is 
it notP — Yes. 

M 
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58.655. (Chairman.) Do yon think that illicit traffic 
goes ou in that gentleman's shop ? — Oh, no. It is a 
most respectable shop. 

58.656. Exempting that gentleman from all blnme, 

in your view, and speaking generally, have yon any 
experience of the spirit grocer's business in other parts 
of Ireland? — Yes; when a man has been refused a 
publican’s license time after time, he often applies for 
a spirit grocer’s liconco, and that enables him to cany 
ua an illicit traffic. \ 


58,657. Have you reason to think that that illicit 
traffic goes on in the spirit grocer’s case? — In 
country places, I am quite sure they get it for no other 
purpose . 

Public- 58,658. What do you say ns to the number of public 
bouses in hotiacs in Glare ? — In county Clare, there are probably 
co. Clare, nearly ten times as many as are required. 

58,659. Are they very numerous in the villages or in 
tho towns ? — In the town of Ennis there arc upwards 
of 100. 


Ennis. 58,660. To a population of what? — I think somewhere 

between 5,000 ana 6,000. 

58,601. In the villages, are they pretty thick P — Yes. 

58,G62. (jlfr. Grinling.) Tlio population 'of Ennis is, 
I think, between 15.000 and 16,000? — I do not know 
from memory what it is. I am sure it is nothing like 
that. 


58.663. (Chairman.) You think the population of 
Ennis is not 15,000 ? — Oh, no ! Nothing like it. 

58.664. You said 5,000 P — It is nearly 6,000, I should 
say, as well as I can remember. 

58.665. (Mr. Young.) Is tho population getting less 
every year? — The population of tho whole country is 
decreasing. 

58.666. But of Ennis ? — Yos, it has decreased there 
also. 


58.667. (Chairman.) You are spoaking only of the 
town of Ennis ? — Yes. 

58.668. Not the potty sessional district ?— No j only 
tlie town. 


58,669. (Mr. Grinling.) There arc not 100 publicans’ 
licenses in Ennis town, are there? — There aro more 
than 100. 


58,670. There arc only 115 in the whole of the 16,000 
district? — J3nt then, of course, they are nearly all in 
tho town. There aro only odd ones hero and thero 
outside. 

.‘>8,671. (Chairman.) You say, as I understand, that, 
there are 100 public-houses in Ennis to a population of 
6,000 at the utmost ? — Roughly. But that is not at all 
as remarkable as tho ratio in the small villages. 
Mullnugli, 58,672. Can you give us any particulars ns to them P 
Kilmihill, — There is a village called Mu Hough. There aro 30 
Re. houses in it, and there are 179 souls including children. 

There are 10 public-houses, so that every third house 
is a public-house. Thou there is Kilmihill, the number 
of houses tliere is 27 ; the number of inhabitants, 175} 
and the number of public-houses in that village is 8. 

58.673. Arc they all full publican's licenses? — Some 
are, it may be, six-day licenses. I am not sure about 
that. 

58.674. What is tho qualification of these houses, do 
you suppose ? Are they qualified in point of rateable 
valuo P— Oh, no 1 There is no rateable value. I may 
say that the rateable value of the 10 houses in Mnllough 
is 39Z. 10*. altogether. It is less than 41. each. 

58.675. I supposo they aro very inferior tenements 
altogether? — Oh, wretched. Thero aro some ia tho 
county as low as 18». 

New 58,670. Arc any of the houses which aro licensed in 

licenses. Clare within tho inn go of any police supervision ? — 
Thero are some of them quite too far to bo under 
proper supervision, and, unfortunately, these aro being 
added to every licensing session. 

58.077. Arc they being added to now by tho 
magistrates ? — At tho last October sessions they were 
added to. In one case tho new house licensed is nearly 
5 miles from tho nearest polico barracks. 

No publ : o- 58,678. Arc there any districts in Clare where there 
houses, no aro no public-houses at all ? — There was ono polico 
police. district where I was able to withdraw the polico from 
it altogether, and give up the barracks to the landlord. 
I have done that in another county also, in Meath, it 


was quite unnecessary to have a polico barracks where u 
there, were no public-houses. „ 

G.Fi 

58.679. You hare made some charges against tho 

administration of tho law. Is it your opinion that the Casta., 
justices ot Comity Clare aro subject to canvassing ?■— kg. 
Oh, yes. The}- are canvassed. They are brought lout! 
distances to preside at tho petty sessions. b 

58.680. Brought by their canvassers, do you mean? 

— Brought by the publican who is being prosecuted. 

58,631. I want to elicit tho full meaning of tho word 
“brought.’' Do they come of their own freewill?— 

Well, they ai-c canvassed by him. and then 1 suppose 
there is a certain amount of moral persuasion used. I 
am afraid I should say immoral persuasion. 

58.682. Is there anything olso bnt moral persuasion? 

— 1 think some of the magistrates living in out-of-the- 
way parts of tho country, and perhaps under some 
obligation to llicso publicans, will not refuse them. 

They have not tho moral courago to refuse them. 

58.683. There is no such thing, is there, as inducing Justin 
tho magistrates to vote by treating them ?— 1 have iraw- 
licard of a caso whore, lioforo the case was heard, the public, 
magistrate was in the pnblie-hnnso having a drink, and 
when the case was over he was supplied with more 
drink. In fact, I may say ho was sent home drunk. 

58.684. Wa3 that within recent years? — It was within 
recent years, but I may say that the magistrate is 
dead. I know of several othor cases. I know of a case 
where two magistrates wore brought from another 
county. They happened to bo magistrates of county 
Clare. One of them sat ou the oar with the publican 
and his solicitor going to tlio petty sessions, and he 
and this other magistrate who did not reside in county 
Clare sat on the bench with two other local magistrates. 

The case was clearly proved, but of course was 
dismissed. 

58.685. Have you any reason to suppose that the 
particular magistrate who sat on the car took a view 
favourable to the man with whom he was travelling ?— 

He never attended those petty sessions except when 
this publican sent for him. 

68.686. Supposing the present system maintained and Mb 
tho magistrates “ dismiss’’ — I think you call it — if the “PP^ ; 
magistrates grant a ‘ * dismiss,’' do you think tho con- 
stabulavy should have power to appeal against the 
magistrates ? — Tf the prosont system is allowed to exist 
they certainly should hum tlio right c.f appeal. 

58.687. That would put the police, then, in direct 
antagonism with them, or it would bo a direct check on 
the magistrates? — Tho police aro only acting in the 
discharge of their dnty, and I would umko it a part of 
their paramount doty to appeal. 

58.688. It would pub the police and the magistracy in 
rather an awkward relationship tho one to tho other, 
woidd it not ? — I cun see that that, is so. I have done it 
myself, I may say. 1 have appealed on several occasions 
and succeeded, bub it is some years ago. I am aware 
now that tho luspecto r-Genoval does not approve of 
appeals from tho decisions of magistrates, and also that 
some county court judges have held than tho police have 
no power of appeal, not boing aggrieved parties. 

53.6S9. When you book that courso had you no legal 
power to appeal against the decision of the magistrates. 

— I considered I lind, and tlio county court judge held 
with me, and reversed the decision of the magistrates. 

58.690. Who was it found fault with your action in 
that case ? — No ono found fault with my action, bnt I 
am aware that, the Inspector-General does not wish, the 
constabulary do it, as it would bring them into 
antagonism with tho magistrates. 

58.691. Have you many so-called bona fulo travellers TW 
in Clare or Ennis? — Yes; tho place is overrun with i« £ 
them. 

68.692. Where do they go; do they go from Enins 
or come into Ennis ? — I do not know that Ennis is par- 
ticularly unfortunate in that way. but I know there is 
a village called Ardnacrnsha within three miles « 
Limerick, andl have been told the people flock into tfl#» 
village on Sundays. Of courso Limerick is exempt m>« 
tho Sunday closing during certain hours, but still Cue) 
do come tliero in large numbers from Limerick. 

58.693. Is there any reason why they should sett 
down upon that particular village ?— There is no w* 
duccment thero that 1 can see, except the drink. 

58.694. Aro nob there other villages in the neig • 
bonrhood where they could got equal faculties 
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j y drink ? — There may lie.' Probnbl) they are freijneuted should not be allowed into the licensed premises at all Mr. j, .if. 


■' plil,/ also in other directions, liut that would be on the county 

J% Limerick side. That is tho village in the county of 

Clare which scams to be mostly patronised. 


58,090. It is within the limits of Clare ? — Yes. I 
have been informed as many us 1 50 people have been 
, standing there outside one public-house on a Sunday. 
53.696. (Mr. young.) Are not these bouses closed on 


us assistants. G. Foley. 

58.716. I am not tulking of those who come for . — - 
liquor, but those in the actual servico ? — That is what I J Apnl9S 
mean. I think it is very demoralizing and degrading 

to have children serving people in a half-drunken state 
in public-houses. 

58.717. Under what age would you not allow any 


Sundays iu Limerick? — No, Limerick is one of the person to bean assistant to a public-house?— I would 
towns "that is exempt, but then they can only soil from say 18. 


. 58,718. And as to serving them, would you leave that 

58,097. (Mr. Grinling.) You say they go to a village at 16 ? — I do not think they should he supplied uuder 

where the bond fide travellers go. Does not Sunday 16 with drink of any land to be consumed * 1 '" 

closing exist thore ? — Sunday closing does exist there. promises. 


58.098. Then how does the Load fide traveller get 58,719. As to convictions, would you have them all Endorsing 

served ? — Because he comes the 3 miles. recordod on tho license ? — I might draw a distinction con- 

58.099. (Ur. Yo,t, V .) Do they open their houccs for f “'““r " U , s “°“ 1 ™““- 

tbcm p y e3 convictions and subsequent convictions recorded. 


convictions and subsequent convictions recorded. 
58,720. You would allow a sorb of first fault as thoy 


58,700. Do they keep their doors opon for them ?- would allow a sort ol first tauit as tnoy 

They generally have this excuse: The houses oro so ^y?— I should not mind thefirat. I think it should bo 


They generally have this oxcuse : The houses aro so , JJ,, T • . ?. 

bad Licit they have but the one door, and tho publican 0 P UouaL Tllcro “ ll 7 be mitigating cucumstance*. 

will lull tho policeman that he cannot shut the door, 58,721. Every offenco for which thoy wove convic 


that it is the only door he has. 

58,701. (Uhairvum.) There is a collection of 150 
people in tho course of the day, or at one time, do you 
mean P — At one time. 


58.721. Every offence for which thoy wove convicted 
should be recorded ? — All after the first. 

58.722. And that record should be taken into 


people in tho course of the day, or at one time, do you consideration at the annual sessions and on renewals 
mean P — At one time. and transfers. Would that bo your viow ? — Yes, 

(jaiifjing 58,702. AVhat would you do with the Itm-i fule oerta ^ tl 'l‘ 

1 inacc. traveller, then? — I would ’increase tho distance, so 5S,723. What do you say ns to adulteration of liquor ? 


58,703. You think it is necessary to provide some 
facilities for the bond fule traveller, if he is such, 


th. m fit. 

ho distance, so 5S,723. What do you say ns to adulteration of liquor ? Adultera- 
>y to go for the — It is well known that adulteration does exist, bub tiou. 

still wo have very few convictions. 

o provide some 58,724. Hus it cotno under your notice that the liquor 
if he is such, complained of has been analysed? — Yea, we liuvu 


obtaining a drink P — I would exclude the words bu-.ui frequently had cases analysod. 


fide from tho Act of Parliament altogether, for I think 


, T - ,. , , ° ■ 00,1 aa. -mere w a public analyst, is there 5 — uivn 

,t is a sham._ I think probably there aro not 1 per cent. are public arLa ,ly B ba. We were instruoted to use very 
of them bona fide travellers. great discretion in sending up samples to bo analysed, 


58,704. If yon call him the 10-mile traveller, be may 
equally represent that he was a 10-miler when he was 


l S-miler ? — Yes ; hut I would have it that a quantities. 


great discretion in sending up samples to bo analysed, 
because out of a large number that hail been sent none 
were found adulterated, unless with water in small 


traveller going a cortain distance might get a drink. 58,726. (Viscount do Vesei.) There is no cost to the 

fafefac 58.705. Do you often got convictions for permitting l? blio “ sending un these specimens, is there P-I think 

dranlwa- drunkenness mi licensed premises?— It is very hard to t ie alm ? 8t 13 1 ,01( * “I tbe g lan ^ j ur J • 

it'i. obtain convictions. I bavo of course obtained them, 58,727. He is paid n salary, I think P — Yes. 

but they oro very difficult. 58,728. (Chairman.) If you found nothing but water 

58,706. Have you any remedy to suggost ? — I would in these samples what reason have you for saying that 


58,728. (Chairman.) If yon found nothing hut water 


suggest tliat it should be an offence against pnblio there is adulteration 


order to allow a drunken person, to enter uud remain on 
licensed premises. 

55.707. That is to say, the publican should exorcise 
tho power ha lias of turning him out at once if he is 
drunk?— Quito so. 

58.708. And if ho does not turn him out and lot him 
remain there, what then? — Ho should lie liable to 
conviction. 


these samples what reason have you for saying that 
:ro is adulteration of a more serious character P — I do 


i8,709. (Mr. Young.) Is not that tho law now ? — No, 


| Watur- unfortunately it is not. There was a case of Hope v. 

Warburlon. decided about five years ago, I think, where 
it was held that the publican was liable, but then in 
that case tho man was drinking, although he was not 


not understand chomisLry well, but I fnuoy that there 
must be some ingredient used which, perhaps, iu the 
course of time dissolves, or is lost. 

58.729. Speaking from your experience of what yon 
have Been at fairs, ancl so on? — That is why I come to 
that conclusion, because when I havu been told of a 
case in a little village where a fair was being held, tho 
district inspeotor woe taking samples iu a tent, and 
when it beeamo known iu the other tents, they threw 
the whisky all about the fair green. 

58.730. Presumably from foar of detection ? — Yes. 

58.731 . Or was it for the reason that it was of such 


thut case tho loan was drinking, although he was not inferior quality that they did not care about taking it 
supplied by tho publican I understand. I think it home again P — No ; thoy do that also, bul on tliis occa- 

snould bo an offenco to allow a drunken person to s ion it was for fear that samples would bo taken of 

remain at all on licensed premises. ..... ’ ’ ’ ‘ ' - 


58,710. (Chairman.) Would yon make it a jrrimd facie analysis. 


sion it was for fear that samples would bo taken of 
their whisky also, and that they would bo sent for 


easo against the publican that there was a drunkeu 58,732. What is tho prevailing drink in Clare; in it Beer and 

man on his premises? — I Bhould say that should bo whisky? I think latterly tho people are driuking beer whisky 

quito sufficient to convict the publican, allowing tho very in rich more, and I think it has a very beneficial drinking. 


man to remain on tho premises. 

58,711. He should be hold to have served him unless 


effect. There is not so much drunkenness. 


58,733. Would beer be coming into fashion in Ennis 


ho conld show the contrary p — Yes. At present it itself P— I think so, as for as I can understand, 
must be shown thut he served him. T ., diof-vinta whiskv 


58,734. In the country districts is whisky boing 


58,712. (Mr. Young.) There hnvo been convictions gradually excluded or vice versA ? — I think there will 
obtained for allowing parsons in a drunken state to bo less whisky drank, and probably more beer. 

58,731,. f M Porter, i. i, net ?- 


j think it must be 15 years ago, in Dublin. In that case ( PC ° ae vcm > ' 

1 I was surprised that thore was no appeal. ro tei . 

I I'eao, tan* , r ... 5o,7G6. (Chairman.) Have yon any complaint, speak- Civilians 

iClMvman.) la it a practice m the public- ; an n county inspector, to rauke nbont the frequeuto- drinking in 
'iffi S;? “ ItooiipeaiionM . of Oliiro to her. TOiaen or tion of canteens by the ordiimry l.y population ? — \os ; I cuni.cn.. 

I An nonld suggost that no imiple, unless soiaiera, or 

1, 1 think, all over the country. policemen in uniform, should be allowed to outer 

58,714. Down to what age would children be allowed canteens at hours during which public-houses were 
to assist a publican V — I can hardly tell you that. closed. 

58,715. Speakiug generally, should you say very 58,737. Where are the military stationed in Clare ? — 
young persons were employed ?— Yes, I nay that they They are iu Ennis. I do not know much about it— 


58,715. Speakiug generally, should you say very 58,1 
young persons wore employed ?— Yes, I nay that they Thoy 


closed. 

58,737. Whore a 
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Mr. J. M. whether they have a canteen or not. 

G. Foley, place. 

, 58,788. la there a canteen in any other part of Glare 

J bnt Ennis P — None ; it is in Londonderry Lhnt I have 

“ had experience. I found there that people were seen 
drunk about the military barracks ou Sundays, and 
when the jmliee were spoken to about it they said they 
could not help it, that it was not the publicans who 
were giving them drink. They were getting it in the 
canteen. 1 think tho plan they adopt is that the 
soldier gots tho money from the civilian who wants to 


It is a very small 58,781. Have you any mams of knowing what would Hr j u 
be the feeling of the working classes, for instance ?— I G F u 
think the better and well-conducted ones would be '** 
very glad if the houses were closed earlier. 


Fee] ic- 


CS, 7 62. ( Viscount do Voaoi.) You said just now that ° f 
people were given facilities to get drink through the 
military canteens in Londonderry ? — Yes. 'hssa. 

58,768. Do you know nt what hour those cantccus 
wore opened P — No, I cannot say. 


58,764. Were you tho district inspector of London. 


drink, and probably gets enough for a drink lor both, derry at that time P I was. 

Ho brings in tho civilian then as his guest, and calls 58,765. Do yon know of any representations made to 

tho military authorities at the time ? — I faucy I uiude 


Mixed 

vnblic- 


o brings 
for the drinks. 

58,789. Yon would wish that nobody but soldiers 
should bo allowed to enter the canteen P — Soldiers, or 
policemen in uniform. None but soldiers or policemen 
should be allowed to enter the canteen at tho bouts 
when pnhlic-honses are closed. 

58.740. They should be allowed to enter it, but not 
for the purposes of refreshment P — It would be im- 
possible, 1 think, to draw a line. 1 would not allow 
them to outer at all. 

58.741. Is it the raise that in Ennis, and in Ireland 
generally, Sunday is a great shopping day? — Not in 
Ennis, 1 think, but in other small towns that I have 
had some experience of. 

58.7- 12. Tho shopping goes on in the public-house, 
does not it? — Quito so. 

58,748. That is to sny tho publican soils other things 
besides liquor P — Yes. 

58.7- 44. Does he soli flour ? — Yes, some of them do. 

58.7- 15. I thought tho sale of flour was very prevalent 
iu public-houses? — It is in some places, but not as a 
rule, 1 think. 

58.746. Therefore, when the police see a mau or 
woman entering within prohibited hours, is it t-lie 
defence that ho or she came to buy flour? — Yes, or to 
buy something else. 

58.747. Would yon prohibit a publican from soiling 


a representation myself, bub I am not quite s 


58,766. Do you know if any action was taken by the 
military authorities in couseqnonco ? — I cannot say. I 
know it lessened considembly. The cause of complaint 
was lessened before I left. 




58.769. Ostensibly being treated by soldiers ? — Yes. 

58.770. With regard to tho question nf distance in 
rural districts of public-houses from tlio police barracks, 
you say that has been u great abuse ? — Yes, I consider 
it a groat evil. 


58.771. Cuu you form any opinion as to what distance PuUit- 
a public-house should bo from a police barracks P— Oh, hou<«;- 
no, but I should say in general it is a groat mistake to remote 
license bouses in remote places. It merely brings on pkai 
drunken habits. 

58.772. If a police barracks were within a certain 
distance you would not bo opposed to a license being 
grunted on that accoanb. sim ply because it is in a remote 
district, would yon ? — If the people require it. 

58.773. I am talking more of tho question of police 
supervision : the facilities for the police to supervise 
the public-house? — Of course if the locality required - 


anything else but drink and victuals ? — I think it would public-house I do not 1 think it should bo any argument 


be a great advantage if that could bo done. 

58,748. I suppose it would disturb the habits of the 
people very much if it were done suddenly p — Yes, I 
do not think it could bo done suddenly ou account of 
tho existing rights. 

58,7-19. I understand you to bo in favour of Sunday 
closing? — Yes. 

58.750. With opening hows ?— No, altogether. 

58.751. In town and country P — Iu town and country. 

58.752. With the exception of tbo 10-milc traveller. 
Ho should be enabled to enter a honsop — Only for tho 
purpose of admitting that traveller, .and the publican 
should shut tho door when the traveller enters and not 
allow tho door to remain open. 

58.753. If 1 50 people como at once it is hard on the 
publican to say "shut the door” P — Yes, that would ho 
u difficulty, of course. 

.j 58,754. As to Saturday early closing, would you close 

closing on earlier than at present? What are your hours for 
Saturdays, closing in Ennis now ? — Tho legal hour is 11, but aa a 
rule they shut much earlier. 

58,755. Should you like to see an earlier hour fixed 
by statute? — I think nt 9 for a largo town, and 8 for 
country places. 


Early 


Opinion of 
the clergy. 


58,757. Do you wish to record any opini 
clergy in your district have supplied yo 
called on tho Catholic Bishop. J-lo 


. . that tho 
died you withP — I 
, -lo did not seem to 
coro to have his opinions put forward, but ho did speak 
on tho subject. He said there was a vast improvement 
in tho habits of tbo people of Glare for the last 20 
years ; that is since the Sunday closing. 

58.758. Should you say generally that tho clergy in 
Clare were in favour of maintaining Sunday closing ? 
— 1 have not epokon to tho clergy in general ; I merely 
spoke to tho bishop aud clergymen in Ennis. 

58.759. They would bo in favour of Sunday dosing? 
— They would he in favour of Sunday closing and early 
Saturday dosing. 


against it that there was no police barracks thero ; bnt 
those public-houses arc merely required by the men who 
apply for them, and not in tho interests of tho public. 

58.774. Yon spoke of one piiblio-house being five 
miles away from any police post? — Yes. 

58.775. la that on a mountain, or where is it? — No, 
tliorc are two or three raises ; it is ou a lino botwoen 
Loughgmncy and CJort. 

58.776. Is there a considerable population round that Licoiij 
district P — There is not. I might say that that public- antbowj 
house was granted entirely in opposition to tho wish of 

the local magistrates, by magistrates who flocked to 
tho qanrtov sessions, perfectly regardless of tho wishes 
of tho peoplo. 

58.777. They wore magistrates who oamo from other 
parts of the country? — Yes. 

58.778. Who did not reside in tho licensing district? 

— No, nor near it ; not in that part of the county at all. 

58.779. Would you be in favour of tho licensing being 
solely confined to magistrates residing within the 
licensing district ? — No, I would have it solely confined 
to the resident magistrate. 

58.780. Or the county court judge ? — I mean hearing 
prosecutions. 

58.781. I urn taking first of all the granting of 
licenses P — To the county court judge solely. 

58.782. You are not in favour of continuing in that 

way : that only magistrates residing within that 

particular liconsing district should aotP — Certainly not. 

58.783. Do you consider it is a very large proportion Canon- 
of magistrates iu your county who are canvassed?— ing. 
Oh yes, tho vast majority. 

58.784. What is the number of magistrates in the 
county ? — I cannot tell. 

58.785. Could you form any idea of the numbers of 
magistrates residing in any particular licensing dis- 
trict P — I could not. 


58,786. How many licensing quarter sessions districts l£**j®* 
arc there in the county of Clare ? — That is a 1 


58,760. What would lie tho feelings of the publicans 
themselves P — I did not ask thorn. 


do not think tho magistrates themsolvcs know. I heard 
it stated lately that u license was granted nt Emna- 
tymon, aud that it was not legally a licensing session. 
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•V j y 1 may say that the magistrates do not take the law 
from the county court jndgo at all. 

58.787. In this case you say a license was granted at 
Ennistymon, and it was doubtful whether it was a 
licensing distriot at all? — That is what I have been 
told. 

58.788. The county court judge was presiding there ? 
Yes, bat the magistrates do not mind him. 

58,78!). I understand you to say that the magistrates 
do not care for the opinion of the county court- judge ? 

The county court judge has told me that himself j 

that they will not listen to his ruling. 

58.790. What was the oonnty court judge doing at 
Ennistymon? Is it a place for quarter sessions?— It 
is; but it is doubtful whether they haTe power to hold 
licensing sessions there. 

58.791. Did he at the time lay down tlio law and say, 
" This is not a place to give a license ” ? — I cannot tell, 
for I was not there, but I heard it spoken of. I have 
known cases where he told mo himself that the magis- 
trates were acting illegally, and that they did not mind. 

58.792. He told them they were acting illegally ? — Yes. 
They granted licenses indiscriminately, without allow- 
ing the evidence of the police opposing the license to 
he heal'd. 

58.793. Surely when a man wishes to apply for a 
license it has to he advertised in tho local papers P — It 
has. 

58.794. On those occasions was it advertised that 
they wero going to apply at Ennistymon quarter 
sessions for licenses ? — I do not think they ever fail in 
that part of their duty. They always employ a solicitor, 
and he does that part of the work. 

58.795. Did they name Ennistymon as the place 
where they were going to apply ? — I cannot tell ; hub 
of course they would ; otherwise they could not apply. 


JSS- 


58.796. You are in favour, you say, of the county 
court judge being the solo licensing authority ?— Yes. 

58.797. Does the county court judge of Glare reside 
within the county ? — I think not. 

58.798. Do you know where he resides ? — I think he 
resides in Dublin. 

58.799. Ho comes down by train from Dublin four 
times a year to preside at quarter sessions, I assume ? 
— Yes, he does. 

58.800. Ho goes straight to his court, and after tho 
business is over he returns, I suppose ? — He does. 

58.801. Do you consider that he has the proper 
amount of local knowledge which would guide him, 
apart from tho evidence given him. to form an opinion 
as to tho necessity for tho increase or decrease of 
licenses in any particular district? — Yes; I think 
Judge Kelly knows the couuty Clare perfectly. 

58.802. He has been a long time county court judge? 
— Yes. 

58.803. Do you consider that ho has as much local 
knowledge as any of the resident magistrates ? — I 
should say he has more than nine-tenths of them. 
There are a lot of these who have only been appointed 
within recent years. 

58.804. (Mr. Walker.) That knowledge of Judge 
Kelly would be entirely confined to himself? It is 
rather special in his case, you think ? — From the long 
experience he has had now iu hearing civil and criminal 
cases at the constantly recurring sessions, of course he 
has a very good knowledge of the place and people. 

58.805. Would it apply to every justice living in 
Dublin, and travelling four times a year to a distant 
part of Ireland to administer justice P — Ho ; but he 
would he empowered to hear evidence for and against 
the license. 

58.806. The county court jndgo could not possess 
that local knowledge which is very necessary ? — I do 
not think that it is necessary. 

58.807. You do not think local knowledge is abso- 
lutely necessary for the county court jndge ? — I do not 
think so, becauso he can hear evidence for and against. 

58.808. You do not think local requirements, or the 
local habits of the people, or local knowledge, geo- 
graphical or otherwise, is necessary for anyone to 
administer ju3tico in your locality ? — Do you moan as 
regards tho county court judge ? 


58.809. Yos? — I do nob. I think it is an advantage, Mr.J.M. 

hut I do not think it is necessary. G. Foley. 

58.810. Yon admit it is an advantage? — I do; I — E", 

think it is an advantage to know the habits and 5 n-P'd ’98 
customs of the people. •" 

58.811. If it is an advantage, is it not necessary?— 

No, I do not think so. 

58.812. In what way is it an advantage ? — First, in 
knowing the probabilities as to the evidence being true 
or untrne. 

58.813. As to whether the licenso is required or not 
required?— -Yes, of course the evidenco will be there, 
for or against the requirement. 

58.814. You have intimate knowledge, I presume, of 
all the licensees in the county of Glare, generally 
speaking ? — I have a general knowledge. 

58.815. Are they a respectable class of men? — The 
publicans P 

58.816. Yes? — They are a law-abidiug, respectable 
people, as a rule. 

58.817. Equally as much as any other class of Her 
Majesty’s subjects ? — Yos, in the same rank of life. 

58.818. Does rank of life make a difference P — Well, 
it should. 

58.819. Yon are of opinion that tho court of appeal Appeals, 
should be constituted simply by the judge of assise p — 

Yes, and governed in the same way a3 appeals from 
magistrates' decisions and other questions. 

58.820. You would remove from all licensing courts, 
either in the first or second or third instance, all 
magistrates? — All justices of the poaco. I do not 
mean resident magistrates, of course. 

58.821. The justices of the peace are gentlemen Canvas a- 

appointed by the Crown ? — They arc. ing of 

58.822. And they are presumably men of good .’" at ’ cee- 
position and unquestionable character ? — I cannot tell. 

58.823. Yon will not admit that they are? — I should 
not caro to give an opinion. Generally, I should say 
they are. 

58.824. But they nre gentlemen appointed by tho 
Crown to hold a judicial office. You are not prepared 
to admit that they are respectable men of good social 
position ? — They are respectable men., but I cannot soy 
that they are of good social position. 

58.825. What, may I ask you, do you mean by saying 
that they are under some obligation to tho applicant 
for a license : what character of obligation ? — It is very 
hard to tell. 

58.826. Why do you make the charge that they are 
probably under some obligation if you have no founda- 
tion for it ? — Well, they are neighbours, and sometimes 
of the same rank of life, and farmers probably. 

58.827. That is all the explanation yon can give of 
it ? — There may be other reasons too, but I cannot tell 
of my own knowledge. 

58.828. Then it is from hearsay when you soy that 
the magistrates are under Borne obligation to the 
applicant for a license ? — It is what I have been told. 

58.829. You have no knowledge of your own, or 
foundation for a statement of that kind ? — No, I cannot 
say of my own knowledge that they are under any 
obligations. 

58.830. You, personally, are in favour of tho con- Police 
stnbulary having a right of appeal against the decision appeal in 
of the magistrates if the present system is to he dismissals, 
continued ? — Yes. 

58.831. But you al3o said that the Inspector-General 
is opposod to that P — He is opposed, to it at present. 

I may say that in addition to that it has been held by 
tho county conrt judge that tho constabulary have no 
right of appeal. It is very doubtful. 

58.832. Is the Inspector-General the head of the 
constabulary ? — Yes ; he doe3 not wish anything to be 
done which would put tho constabulary in antagonism, 
with the magistrates. 

58.833. And yet the constabulary feel that he is 
wrong ? — No, I do not say that. 

68.834. You do not imply that ? — No, certainly not. 

58.835. You speak of the bona fide traveller as being The 

a nuisance ? — Indeed he is a nuisance. bom t fide 

58.836. And also you know of instances where as lTare - Ucr - 
many as 150 have been standing outside tho door, 

M 3 
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Mr. J. M. Does nob that in itself prove the necessity for the 
G. Foley '. establishment of houses, for the convenience of these 
— men ? — I do not thinlc so. 

S April ’98 58,8.77. Yon think that large crowds of men wanting 

refreshment should he told they cannot have it P — I 
think those people go there merely for the purpose of 
drinking. 

58,833. True, but they require it 5 thoy wish to 
purchase it P — I do not see why there should be any 
roqniromont about it. 

58.839. Are you in favour of prohibition — entire 
prohibition of the sale of those articles? — Certainly 
not. 

58.840. You are in favour of prohibition on Sunday P 
• —I am, on Sunday. 

58.841. Country and town? — Country and town. 
Permitting 58,842. With respect to drunkenness ou licensed 
drunken- premises, you say the simple fact of a drunken person 
neBs. being discovered on tho promises is jirinut facia ovidenoo 

of permitting drnnkenuoss ? — I do. 

58,843. How would von deal with the ease where a 
drunken person entered the premises, and before there 
was time for discovery, a constable stepped in and saw 
that person P — I think that would be a fair defence for 
the publicun. 

58,841. Yonr primti facie case of a person being found 
there would fall to the ground ? — Ido not consider so. 

58,8-15. It is a circumstance that is often occurring — a 
very common occurrence for a drunken person to walk 
into a house, and. until he is discovered he cannot bo 
vemovod P — It may he. If tho house were crowded it 
would he easier for a drunken person to get in without 
being seen. 

58,84(5. Do yon admit that that would not be n proper 
case for a prosecution P — If it wore clearly proved that 
the publican was not cognisant of tbe man being there 
I consider that that would bo a good defence. 

Children 58,847. As to service in public-houses, I did not 
employed catch tho age you suggested ?— I think 18. 
houses' 0 " 58,848. Of course you arc aware that for years, and 
hundreds of years, young pcoplo have always served ? — 
They have in some places. 

58.849. Have they not in nil the United Ivingdoiu P— 
Thoro has been no prohibition. 

48.850. Can you point, to any instances where wrong 
has been the result of it P— No. I cannot. 

58.851. It is a new idou altogether, is it not? — Well, 
it may lie. 

58.852. Yon have no reason to suppose, and no proof 
to show, with regard to the young people, the children 
of the licensee, grown up under has roof, running about 
his bouse to sei-ve customers, that any immorality or 
any thiug really wrong lias boen done to those children ? 
—I have no proof. 

Adultern- 53,853. As to adulteration, you say, “ I believe there 
tion, “ must bo some ingredient which dissolves, and is lost, 

" used to adulterate.” What proof is there of that? 
— i liavo none. 

58.854. Is it hearsay P — No, but large numbers of 
samples have been taken of whisky where it was 
notorious there was adulteration, and comparatively 
very few samples were proved to lie adulterated. Of 
course it might bo that tho very new whisky might bo 
tho cause of people becoming suddenly stupefied from 
tho small quantities they take. 

58.855. Will you express an opinion that it is possible 
for an ingredient of sugh a dangerous character 11 s this 
to bo continually, used , ancl yet,, notwithstanding, all 
the food inspectors and analysts fail to discover it P — I 
have been told of certain publicans who have boasted 
of how thoy could make whisky, and it is well known 
that ou tlie eve of a fair they do something at any 
rate with whisky, with regard to the quantity that 
thoy expect to sell on tho following day. 

58.856. You say it is well known. To whom is it 
known P — Well, it is tho common rumour. 

58.857. Yet all analysts have failed to discover any- 
thing of tho kind ? — Oh, no ; there have been numbers 
of cases found. 

58.858. Wc have bad ovidonce here that they failed 
10 discover any thing of the kind? — In avast number 

of eases. 


58,859. Can yon mention any ease where a aamnla 
has been taken and this ingredient discovered «i.T 
cannot say the ingredient, but where there was adul- 
teration, in the majority of casts I understand the 
adulteration was simply water. 


58,860. Can you mention a case where 
has been discovered ? — -No, I cannot. 


anything else 


'58,861. You had some conversation with the Roman 
Catholic Bishop, aud ho gave it os liis opinion that a 
great improvement in tho hnbits and morals and 
general conduct of tho people hod been gradually 
taking place P — Yes. 1 

58,862. {Mr. Hysh>p.) I should like to have your 
opinion with regard to this. With regard to premises 
that are licensed yon have stnteil that the suitability of 
those premises is a myth ? — Yes. That is as regards 
spirit grocers. Of course where the liquor is taken off 
the premises for consumption it is immaterial as to the 
premises. 

58,36:1. That remark was confined to spirit grocers ? 


58.864. It did not apply to tho innkeeper P— No, nor to 
the publican. 

58.865. What do you mean by saying that the ratcablo 
value of those premises, in some cases, would not amount 
to more than 18s. ? Is that so with regard to spirit 
grocers ?— Yes, I have no doubt it is. I do not know of 
a case. The only place I spoke of was a very good 
house that I know of in Ennis. 


58.866. With regard to the fully licensed house, what 
is the qualification ? Is it a rateable one ? — It is not. 

58.867. Thou the suitability aud the fitness of tho 
place lias no meaning at all? — The magistrates quite 
ignore that when tho police oppose. 

58.868. With regard to tho magistrates, arc tho 
licenses granted or renewed by the resident justico of 
tho peace, or by the county court judge f — They are 
granted by tlie county court judge and magistrates. 

58,809. (Chairman .) Hr. Hyslop asks yon as to whether 
when you spoke of qualifications you were not speaking 
of spirit grocers. Thoro is only one spirit grocer in 
Emus, and that is tho only 0110 in the whole of Clare, I 
understand. My question was directed to what »ro 
tho qualifications of tho public-houses P — Thoro is no 
quuli ncubiou required. 

68,870. You gave us an instance of a grout number 
Of public-houses tho united qualifications of which 
amounted to 301. ? — Yes, I gave 10 public-houses, and 
the total Poor Law valuation was 3lM. Ills. 


58,871. (Mr. Ilyslop.) Willi regard to thoso public- 
houses, I thiuk tho Act of 1872, amended in 1874, mode 
it imperative that all licensed property should be of 
certain structural dimensions, otherwise tho liceuso 
could not be renewed P— -That :a entirely now in tho 
hands of tho county court judge and tho magistrates. 

58.S72. Can you toll uh how the Irish people have 
evaded that law ? — I do nob thiuk that that is tlio law. 
I do not think there is any regular qualification as to 
the premises. 

58.873. It is perfectly plain that tho Act meant at 
that time thot all licensed property should be put into 
repair, and contain certain accommodation provided for 
customers and travolloi-s, and thnt it should bo of 
certain structural dimensions approved of before tho 
license could bo renewed ? — Well, it is never acted on. 

58.874. I thiuk in the county of Clare there arc 661 
public-houses ? Thai is the figure given here?— I nut 
not sure of the number. 

58.875. Does that 661 include iunkoepers in public- 
houses, and grocers’ licenses ? — I think there is but one 
grocer’s license in tho county. The hotel-keepers 
would bo included in that. 

58.876. You think they are much in excess of the 
requirements of the people ? — Quite so. 

58.877. Has tho people’s opinion been obtained on that 
point ? — No, it has not. 

58.878. I think you stifted thot in Ennis, which is an 
important town in your district, the legal hoars to keep 
opeu were till 11 o'clrok? — Yes. 

58.879. You also added that they are closed much 
earlier than that ? — I believe that is so. 

58.880. Thou why is tho olumour for earlier closing? 
— Ennis has a population just enough to enable it to 
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r \j fceep open till 11. They are to 17 early people in Clare. 
''•'fdey As a rale the poor people go to bed very early. 

58,881. It appeai-s that the publicans* there are doing 

esactlr what you wish ; they arc cloning before the time 
allotted to them by the Act of Parliament P— ' Yes, so 1 
am told. 

58.882. I tliink you said to one of the Commissioners 
that you did not study the requirements of tho people 

Vith regard to Sunday closing P — No, I do not think I 
said that. 

58.883. The words were these t believe: that with 
regard to closing houses altogether on Sunday, and 
dnving people to become bond fulo travellers, yon did 
hoc think the requirements of the people ought; to be 
studied P — Oh, so, I do not. think I aaid that. 

58.884. That is precisely the nnswoT you gave to ono 
of the Commissioners that you would uot study their 
requirements; you did not think they required any. 
thing ? — I said that I did not think because a person 
travels threo miles ho requires to get a drink. 

58.8S5. You have also said you think they require 
something during six days of tho woek? — 1 ditt not Bar 
I think they required it, but I think thoy have a right 
to get it if they wish. 

58,886’. If they require it six days a week, is not it 
rather strange that they should hunger and thirst 
during six days, and neither hunger nor thirst on the 
seventh ? — Sunday, of course, is an idle day, and if the 
• people have nothing to do, and the public-houses are 
open, they will probably go there and drink. On week 
days they do not frequeut tho public-houses unless thoy 
happen to bo at fairs, or markets, or something liko 
that, and even then they have improved wonderfully 
in that respect. They generally go home earlier from 
fairs and markets. 

58.887. I wish this question to apply specially to the 
innkeeper. How arc tho houses generally conducted 
in your district? — Throughout tho whole county the 
more respectable houses are very well kept. Of epurse 
the. poorer classes, particularly .when thoy get a chance, 
will sell on Sundays. 

58.888. But there are very few convictions for in- 
fringement of the law? — That would not be material, 
liecauso many cases that are clearly proved are dis- 
missed. 



58.889. (Mr. Roberts.) In roferenco to what you said 
about the district in tho county of Clare, where there 
is no public-house, and where you did away with tho 
police liurraoks, do you trace a direct connection 
between tho necessity" for the police and the facilities 
for drinking P — Yes. 

58.890. That has been your experience os a police 
officer ? — It has. 

58.891. Not only in Clare, but elsewhere ? — Yes. 

58.892. As to spirit grocers' licenses, of courso in 
Claro, as has been brought out, there ore not very many 
of thot kind of license existing P — No. 

58.893. But you have had experience, I take it, of the 
working of that license in other parts of Ireland ?— I 
knew of a case where I opposed a publican, and the 
magistrates refused to grant him a license, and then ho 
got a spirit grocer’s license. 

58.894. That practically enabled him to carry on the 
same trade ?— It did. 

58.895. Would you be iu favour of some restrictions 
of this kind being placed upon these licenses, that they 
should only be granted iu towns say of a certain 
population, of 5,000 or 10,000 inhabitants? — Yes, 1 
think that would bo very good. I may say the opinion 
generally, as far as I can understand, is rather against 
spirit grocers. 

58.896. Because of tho known evil 8 resulting from 
the license P — Quito so. 

58.897. (Mr. Caine.) Would you bo in favour of 
abolishing them altogether? — I would. I do not soe 
what use they are. 

58.898. (Mr. Roberts.) You are in favour of Sunday 
closing P— Yes. 

58.899. One or two questions as to the hours of 
closing. Take Saturday, for instance. Would you be 
iu favour of an earlier closing horn 1 on Saturday ?— 
Yes. 

58.900. What hour would you think ? — I think in 
Ennis it might be nine, and in towns of that size, say 


over 5,000, aud in other towns 8. That is the opinion Mr. J. M. 
of the bishop, the rector, and the Presbyterian clergyman G. Foley. 
to whom I have spoken on tho subject. — — 

58.901. In the country districts 8 o’clock is the hour 5 Apr|1^98 
you favour for closing on Saturday, and, iu towns of 
considerable population, 9 ? — Yos. 

58.902. As to Ennis, it has beeu brought out in your 
evidence that some of the licensed premises close before 
11 o’clock?— I have never observed it myself, but I 
believe they close about 10. 

58.903. With regard to the other days of the week, 

Monday to Saturday, would you be in favour of closing 
all through the country earlier than 11 ? — They do close 
at present at 10. 

58.904. Would yon be in favour of having au earlier 
closing hour than 10 o’clock ? — l never thought of it. 

I do not think it would be necessary. 

58.905. As to the question of granting now licenses, County 

it has been put to yon that the county court judge has court 
no local knowledge P — That he might have no local judge a* 
knowledge. licensing 

58.906. That coming from Dublin four times a year autllor ' t ^‘ 
he has not the necessary local knowledge?— Yes. 

58.907. Is it not a fact that after some years of 
experience he must gain practical local knowledge as 
to tho circumstances of each district? — Yes. I might 
say with regard to that, that of course where a county 
court judge has no experience of the county he could 
easily have the assistance of the resident magistrates. 

58.908. As a matter of fact ho hears the local evidence 
from the police on tlie one side, and from the applicant, 
tho publican, on tlie other P — Yes. 

58.909. And if he were not satisfied he could adjourn 
the case, I suppose ? — He could. 

58.910. And make personal inquiries ? — Yes. 

58.911. Is that ever done ? — I have heard of it being 
done, but it is many years ago. 

58.912. At all events there is no practical difficulty 
iu the way of his acquiring the necessary local 
knowledge ? — No, I do not see how there eon be any. 

58.913. As to the bond fide traveller, you have been The 
asked as to the difficulty in regard to opening aud bonOfide 
shutting the door whou thoro are a largo number oE traveller, 
supposed bond fide travellers wanting to get into a 
public-house, say 150 ? — Yes, it is quite impossible. 

58.914. If your suggestion as to tho 10-milc limit 
wore carried out, is it at all likely that there would bo 
that number often congregated at tho door of a public- 
house P — No, but now that bicycles are so much in 
vogue I fancy that thoso who would walk threo miles 
heretofore would ride ou bicycles. 

58.915. There is one point I should like to have your 
’ opinion upon. Is it the case in Ireland that so-called 

bond fide travellers take liquor away with them from 
public-houses ? — I know of one case recently which was 
reported by the district inspector, where two so-called 
bona fide travellers knocked a man up at one o'clock in 
the morning, and they got drinks from him and then 
took away half-o-pint of whisky. A short time after- 
wards the patrol coming up found tho two drunk a short 
distance from the public-house. 

58.916. Were they proceeded against P — They were. 

58.917. And convicted? — No, tho magistrates dis- 
missed the case. 

58.918. Would you be in favour of a suggestion which 
has been made more. than once boforo tho commission, 
that is that the publican should have a book and enter 
tho name of the so-called bond fide travellers ? — I think 
it would be a very good plan— the name and address. 

58.919. (Mr. Caine.) On this question of bond fide 
traveller, do not you think it would be much simpler 
to repeal the clause altogether and get rid of the bond 
fide traveller P— If a man had to travel on Sunday a 
long distance I do not see why he should be deprived of 
having a drink if he was accustomed to take it. I 
daresay he wonld find it a groat hardship to do without 
it. 

58.920. (Mr. Roberta.) I tliink you said you were in 
favour of abolishing the term P — Yes, because it is a 
fraud. 

58.921. Again, on Sunday closing, I think you gave 
evidence in 1888 before a Select Committee of the 
House of Commons ? — I did. 

M 4 
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58.92- 2. Yon then gave your experience of Sunday 
closing in Londonderry ? — I did. 

58,923. What was that experience ; was it favourable 
in 1888 ? — Yes, very much so. 

58.92- 1. Londonderry is a large town? — It is a tine 
city. 

58.925. Is Londonderry larger than some of the 
exempted towns — Waterford, for instance ?— Yes. The 

K lat ion of Londonderry is much more than Water- 
Londonderry is about 30.000. It varies a little 
on account of the shipbuilding. There was a ship- 
building yard there, and I think the man who had it 
became bankrupt. I think probably it is not there 
now. 

58.926. Londonderry is not an exempted town? — It 


58,!>27. Frmn your own personal experience of a town 
considerably larger than Waterford, where the exemp- 
tion is enforced, absolute Sunday closing works for the 
benefit of the inhabitants f — Oh, entirely. 

58.928. Take one more case, as to Limerick. I think 
you referred to u village 3 miles outside Limerick P — 

58.929. And, although Limerick is an exempted 
town, and open on Sunday, still the population do not 
drink in Limerick, hut go out and drink in the villnge P 
— Probably they do, but of course the hours are 
limited in Limerick and in all the exempted towns, 
and they are practically unlimited when they go the 
3 miles.' 

58.930. Do you think, if Limerick had absolute 

Sunday closing, it would make any practical difference 
to the drinking outside Liraeriok ? — I do not think it 
would make any difference. i 

58.931. (Jfr. Or Ming.) Seeing that yon have only 
one spirit grocer's license in county Clare to a popula- 
tion of 100,000, it would be almost better, would it not, 
to get an expression of opinion with regard to that 
license from districts where they arc more in use ?— 
Yes ; 1 think others could tell more about them. Of 
course I have experience of spirit grocers’ licenses. 

55.932. This one spirit grocer’s license to which you 
refer is in Ennis, is it not P— It is. 


58,933. Can you toll me the character of tho holder 
of the licenso P — Ho is a very respectable man. 

58,931. It is a large and substantial firm ? — Yes. In 
fact he is a wholesale grocer. 

58.935. Practically, I take it, the objection to tho 
spirit grocer’s license is not when it is held by 
respectable and responsible people, but when it gets 
into tho ImndB of small jieoplo at a very low rental 
qualification, and, in fact, whero it should not exist? — 
That is so. 

58.936. As to the spirit grocer's license itself, there is 
no objection to it, if it is properly held ? — No. 

58.937. And it meets the requirements of people in 
Ireland ? — In large places j but I cannot understand 
how it can be required in country places. 

58.938. With reference to bond Jldc travellers, I 
understand they go out in largo numbers to some 
village. What is the name of that village P — Ardno- 
Crusha. 

58.939. Sunday closing prevails in that village? — It 
doc-s. 

68.940. The publican is obliged to open his shop to 
supply the bond fide traveller, although he closes it to 
everybody else ? — Yes. 

58.941. Is not that an extraordinary state of things ? 
— I think it is. 

58.942. Even tho holder of a six-day licenso is pro- 
hibited from selling any intoxicating liquor on n 
Sunday P — Yes. 

58.943. It really amounts to this: that the houses 
arc kept open for the bond fule traveller ? — Yes; they 
aro practically kept open for the bond fide traveller. 

58.944. Excluding all other residents and ordinary 
consumers?— Yes; and that is tho difficulty the police 
have to contend with. 

58.945. Are yon quite clear that in a village like that 
where Sunday closing prevails, a man must servo a 

bond fide traveller— that he must open his premises ? 

That is my opinion. 


58.946. (J/r. llilcy. Smith.) Is he bound hi do it bv 

law ? — He is bound to do it by law. I believe, if the 
man has a l ight to claim drink 

58.947. (J/r. Grinling.) It is nn anomalous state of 

things thnt tho house should bo closed to peoplo living 
in the neighbourhood and actually requiring the 
articles ; but that if a bond j'uLi traveller comes bv, the 
publican should be obliged to open his house- Yes. 

58.948. It is not like one of those laws of which yotf 
lmve told u«, which they seem to make in Ireland for 
themselves ? — It is not. 


58.949. Yon have told ns that the magistrate* in 
defiance of tho recorder, made their own law. Is this 
a law that they make in Ireland for themselves P— Yes. 
The recorder has told xne thnt the magistrates have 
given new licenses in opposition to the evidence of the 
police. 

58.950. Did they make this law about supplying a 
bond Jide traveller? — An innkeeper by law is obliged to 
supply a bon d fide traveller. 

58.951. In England the law is that an liotel-kcoper is 
bound to supply u bond fide traveller; but a publican 
is not if be has u six-day license ? — I was not aware of 
that. 


58.952. (Mr. Young.) Arc you quite sure that thnt is 
not tho law of Ireland: that a publican cannot, hut 
that an hotel-ke eper can ? — I know that there is no 
necessity for obliging tho publican to supply, for ho is 
only too anxious to supply tho liquor. 

58.953. The question is, is ho doing illegally ?— That 
is a legal question. I know that daring the land 
league, where a publican refused to supply drink, there 
was a good deal of discussion as to whether he wag 
liable to an action at civil law ; and I believe it was 
held that he was. 

58.954. If you are sure of that, I should like to see 
tho Act. You do not know tho Act. Iu my opinion it 
is only the hotel-keepers who can supply bond fule 
travellers in Ireland. Perhaps you know hotter?— I 
cannot say. 

58.955. IIow long have you boon county inspector in 
Clai c ? — A little more than a year. 

58.956. Yon hove only had a knowledge of Clave for 
one year ? — For otic year. 

58.957. You say that there is not bo much drunken- 
ness there ns there used to ho? — That is what I have 
been told — nothing like it — that thorc is a greet 
improvement in tho people all over tho country. 

58.958. Arc there any breweries in Clare?— There 
arc not, none that I nm aware of. 

58.959. But you think there is an increase of beer- 
drinking there ? — So I have boon informed. 

58.960. Do you disagree with tho majority — in fact, f-umlsv 
almost the whole — of the county inspectors who linvo closing, 
come hero to speak with regard to Sunday closing? 

They are of opinion that tho public -houses should bo 
open from 2 to 5. Are you of that opinion, or aro you 
not? — I urn not. 


58.961. That arises only from one year’s experience 
there ?— No; it arises from 27 years' experience. 

58.962. But not in Clare P— No. 


58.963. There is a large number of small towns in 
Claro ? — There are — little villages. 

58.964. Aro petty sessions held in every town?— In 
every town there is a petty session. 

58.965. Dave you any borough in which you have 

town councils P — We have not local government yet in 7* 

Ireland. We have town commissioners. fc 

58.966. You have no boroughs governed by town 
councils, like Dublin or Belfast P — We have not, with a 
corporation. 

58.967. In those small towns. I presume it is » Liceew? 
resident magistrate who deals with tho local business ? authonq 
— There are but three resident magistrates in county 
Clare. 

58.968. Yon have no recorders at all ? — No ; we have 
a county court judge. 

58.969. With regard to tho licensing tribunal, do 
you not think that a county court judge is sufficient 
lor the granting of licenses, mid for the transfer of 
licenses, and for renewals ?— I do. 1 think he is quite 
sufficient. 
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58,970. I thought I understood you to nav that a 
‘ resident magistrate probably should be employed in 
that way? — No; but I said that where a county court 
judge has no experience of the county, it would he 
quite easy to have the resident magistrate sitting with 
him on the bench, and he might consult him on any 
question he wished. 


position which the local magistrates now have in the 
county ? — Tea ; unless under section 12 of tho Licensing 
Act. 

58.972. With regard to the adulteration of spirits, 
yon do not know of your own knowledge that there is 
any adulteration P — No ; it is only tho complaints that 
t have heard, and remarks that I have heard about it. 
I know nothing about it. 

58.973. You aro aware that there is what I will oall 
a common notion or a vulgar notion in the country, 


58.982. Proseoutions for what P — For illicit traffic. Mr. J. M. 

Almost all these cases are for broaches of the Sunday O. Fclty. 
Closing Act. • — — 

58.983. What were the penalties enforced ? — I cannot 6 April _ 98 
tell you. Most extraordinary efforts have to bo made 

by the police in order to get into the houses without 
being seen. It is generally a strange policeman, if ho 
can be got, a policeman from another part of the 
district, and in plain olotbes. 

58.984. Tbe same man who lias been twice couvicted 
in this house still keeps the license ? — Ho does. Then 
there is Mary O'Shaughnessy, of Moore Street. She 
has a house the frontage ot' which is 14 feet. Tho 
entrance to the yard is also through the shop; that 
yard is common to three houses. 

58.985. The shop is now the bar? — Yes; that iB tho 
only room. That house, I am told, is closed at present, 
in order to evade the creditors. 


that persons getting drunk must really take something 
besides whisky. There is a common notion that there 


is ada Iteration going on, but you do not know that of 
your own knowledge ? — I do not. 

58.974. You are aware that there are very cheap 
whiskies ? — There are. I think that these new whiskies 
ore very injurious. 

58.975. You have not analysed them, and you do not 
know the quality of tho whiskies? — No; I know 
uothing about it. 


58,986. Have you any other instance? — There is a 
very bad case in Kilkee also. A man named John 
Hickey had a licensed house there. He is a prise- 
fighter. 


58,976. It is simply hearsay ? — Yes ; there are a few 


other matters that perhaps the Commission would wish 
to hear me upon. There is the description of the houses 
that are licensed at present. 


58.978. Is this in Ennis ? — I will take Kilrush. 

58.979. Where do these particulars come from, or are 
they official statistics P — Yes ; they are from the 
district inspector. In Kilrush tho population is 3,159. 
There arc 62 public-houses in it. 

58.980. What is the character of these houses? — 
There is one held by a man named John Oikill, of 
Vandelenr Street. This man was a cooper by trade, 
the house consisting of a workshop 21 feet by 17 feet, 
and a kitchen 14 feet by 12 feet, on the ground floor. 
There were three bedrooms on tho second floor 10 foot 
by 14 feet 6 inches, 17 foot by 10 feet 6 inches, and 
10 feet by 9 feet 6 inches. There wns a yard 17 feet by 
20 foet in which there was a piggery, and a wall round 
it 2 feet high. The entrance to the yard was through 
what was the workshop, and what is now the public- 
house. That license was granted at the quarter sessions 
in October. Tho yard is practically open to the adjoin- 
ing houses. 

58.981. That is to say, it is only separated by a 2-foot 
wall ? — That is all ; and it is impossible in consequence 
to exercise any police supervision. There have been 
two successful prosecutions there since the license was 
granted in October. 


58.987. A prize-fighter in practice ? — Well, he gives 
exhibitions. He baa been prosecuted on several occa- 
sions, and he became bankrupt. He then got tbe 
license transferred to bis wife, and she succeeded in 
disposing of the house. Last October she procured 0 
small dilapidated house in the same village, and she 
applied for a publican’s license. 

58.988. She disposed of the first house?— She did; 
and then she got the other. She became the tenant 

58.989. The license did not continue to the first houBe, 
I suppose ? — It did, I presume so. 

58.990. She sold it with tho license attached P — Yes. 
She then applied for a license for this house, and she 
whs beaten only by tho casting vote of the chairman, 
the county court judge. He remarked that it never 
gave him so mnch pleasure ; os to give the vote for the 
licensing of suoh a house would have boon a disgrace. 
In January, at the next quarter sessions, she again 
applied for a license for this house. It was still in a 
dilapidated state, and tho license was opposed by the 
constabulary. The judge Baid that it was unusual, if 
not illegal, to grant a licenso at all, and that ic would 
be a scandal to grant it. Nevertheless, the license was 
granted by a majority of tho magistrates, many of whom 
never attend the quarter sessions unless for purposes of 
the kind. 


58,991. (MV. Walker .) In the ease you first mentioned 
of tho cooper's house, was that liccnso obtained simply 


58.992. Do I understand you to say that since it 
obtained the license last October, two prosecutions have 
token place for Sunday trading ? — Yes. 

58.993. Do I understand from that, that the principal 
source of revenue was derived from Sunday trading ? — 
The principal revenue, in the majority of these wretohea 
low public-houses, is derived from Sunday trading. 


Mr. Hbn&t Blunts called in ond examined. 


58,994. (Chairman) You are, I believe, a resident 
magistrate iu tho county of Tipperary ? — Yes. 


58,995. You have some suggestions which you are 
willing to offer us as to the present licensing system. 
First of all, 1 suppose, yon would be of opinion that it 
is necessary to codify the existing Acts P— Yes. They 
are rather complicated. 


58,996. There aro many English Acts, are there not, 
which apply to Ireland P — Practically. I do not think 
they are identical. They differ, I believe, in some 
small instances. 


58,997. Those small discrepancies betwoen tho two 
Acts cause great confusion and difficulty, do they? — 
ies, a certain amount. 


58,999. As to the preseut licensing authority in Mr. H. 
Ireland, aTe you satisfied with it P — No, I do not think Brueu. 
it is at all satisfactory in its results. — - 

59.000. .-You ore speaking now of the country, I Dicansing 

understand ? — Teg. “““"V- 

59.001. We know that in the country it is the county 
court judge sitting with the magistrates? — Yes, iu 
quarter sessions. 

59.002. Who are tho petty sessional magistrates, and 
what concern hove they with the licensing question P — 

Not with the actual granting of licenses except in the 
ease of beer licenses and grocers’ licenses, but os 


58,998. I suppose there is tho usual confusion in the 
wav of later Acts nmending ond supplementing pre- 
ceding Acts which applies not only specially to Ireland 
but aluo to the United Kingdom ? — Yes. 

V 98449 . 


regards spirit, licenses they have not anything to eav t< 
the grouting of new licenses ; only to the renewal a: 
the annual licensing day. 


by magistrates at tho annual quarter sessions? — Yes, 
practically that is the only time ; they can apply at tho 
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Mr. H. intermediate sessions and get an ad interim license, but 
Briieiu that has to be confirmed at the licensing sessions. 

— ~ 59,004. It is a delicate matter to speak of, but if you 

5 April ’98 are ft b] e fc 0 S p 0 ak to it wo shall be very glad of your 

opinion. Is it your opinion that the status of the uiagia- 

Cauvass- trates at quarter sessions is not such as to lift them 
ing and altogether above the atmosphere of being tempted by 
packing personal canvass ? — 1 am afraid they are not quite 
bench. independent — soino of them. 

59.005. Are yon of opinion that the status of the 
magistrates at quarter sessions is such that they are 
liable to Ire tempted and constrained in their opinion 
by canvassers, publicans and others ? — I think Mat is 
tlic only conclusion that can be come to from the way 
licenses ore granted. 

59.006. You think thoy arc not only liable but that 
they yiold to outside influence? — I do not know, 
llagistrates appear at the quarter sessions who do not 
attend petty sessions, and wno come from very different 
parts of the county — long distances. 

Licensed 59,007. I will not press yon for your personal 
bouses opinion. Has the population of county Tipperary been 
ami popu- decreasing very much of late ? — I think thore has boon 
latiou. a regular decrease. There lias not been, of course, a 
census since 1891, but I think there has been a 
decrease. 

59.008. In the eight years you have been in the 
county of Tipporary as a resident magistrate, has the 
population greatly decreased ? — I fancy it has. A good 
many people emigrate from them 

59.009. Has the number of public-houses increased or 
decreased ? — It has largely increased. I have a list here 
of new licenses that were granted in the year 1890. 
Those arc the only new licenses that wore granted — 
they are not old ones rouewed. There are 21 in the 
year 1890 ; in 1891 there wore 35 ; in 1892, 37 5 in 1893, 
13; in 1894, 15; in 1895. 28; in 1896, 26; and last 
year, 1897, there were 36 new licenses granted. 

59.010. (Svr Algernon West.) Is that only in Tip- 
perary ? — In the county of Tipperary. 

59.011. (Cluiirman.) Were they publicans’ licenses P 
—They were. 

59.012. Ho grooors’ licenses are included in that 
number P — Hu. Those are the ordinary publicans’ 
licenses. 

59.013. The population of the oonnty of Tipporary in 
the year 1891 is stated hero to be 173,000 odd P — Yes. 

69.014. You do not know what it is estimated at now P 
— Ho. In 10 years before it was 199,000, that is in 1881. 
It was nearly 26,000 more. 

59.015. It has been as many as 400,000 odd P — Yes, 
40 years or 50 years ago. I may flay that perhaps that 
return may be slightly misleading. Those licenses, 
though they are called now liconses, in a few instances, 
only amount to renewals or transfers. There are 
cortain circumstances under which publicans have to 
get a new license instead of a transfer, bat that would 
only amount to a very small percentage of them. 1 
should think 10 per cent, would be a large estimate 
of it. 

59.016. Ton per cent, would be a large deduction to 
make for those which are technically new licenses, bnt 
really transfers ? — Yea 

Number of 59,017. You say that the public-houses are excessive. 

You came eight years ago, but perhaps you can speak 
to 10 years ago. Do you consider that 10 years ago 
there was a sufficient number of public-nouses in 
Tipperary to servo tho public P — I am sure there was. 
It is tho universal opinion. I never met anybody who 
was not of the same opinion. 

59,018. What body would you substitute ""for the 

f resent licensing authority P — It would be hard to say, 
think. Probably tho oounty oourb judge, or perhaps 
with him there might bo one or more resident magistrates 
associated. 

59,019. Am I right in interring that yon would do 
away with tho jurisdiction of tho magistrates, both nt 
potty sessions and at quarter sessions P — I did not mean 
m petty sessions altogether. At quarter sessions 1 was 
referring to specially. 

59,020. What are tho duties now of the magistrates 
in potty sessions as regards licensing jurisdiction ; 
what do they do ? — As to the granting of licenses ? 

59,021. I want to know what they have to do with 
1 iocnsing at all in petty sessions. What is tliefr businoss P 


licensed 

bouses. 


Proposed 

licensing 

authority. 


Business 
of potty 
sessions. 


— They have various duties. Thoy have to deal with 
offences against tho Licensing Acts’. At ordinary nettv »" i: 
sessions they have the granting of certain licensee like Br ’ 
spirit grocers' licenses and beer dealers’ licenses, and 
again they have once a. year what are called the annaal 
licensing petty sessions, in which there a, re certificates 
of the pul ilioans lor roue wal , certificates of good condnct 
must lie signed by a majority of the magistrates before 
the publicans can get their licenses from the Excise. 

59.022. So that, roughly speaking, besides iWii, ,,. 
with oilences against the licensing laws, they grant 
spirit grocers’ licenses and beer retailers’ licenses ?— 

I think so. 

59.023. And at their annual meeting they grant 
those certificates without which the renewal cannot be 
obtained ? — That is so. 

59.024. With regard to yonr view of what it is IW 
necessary to reform, what would you do with the litetfc 
petty sessions? Would you leave them as they are?— Mtk: 
There iB an apperl bo tho quarter sessions from them, 

so that 1 do not know that thoro is much harm done 
now. 

59.025. Supposing wo abolished the quarter sessions 
us far as licensing is concerned P — If the appeal were 
to the amended licensing body I think it would sen e 
the occasion. IE tho new licensing body were cou- 
stituted of, say, the county court judge alouo, or 
perhaps with the resident magistrates, and if tho 
appeal from petty sessions was to that body I think it 
would be sufficient. 

59.026. Therefore you would retain the petty ses- 
sional jurisdiction, and do away with tho quarter 
sessional jurisdiction P — Yes, I think so. 

59.027. That would express your view ?— Yes. 

59.028. Keeping the recorder in town, and the 
county conrb judge cither alone or with a resident 
magistrate in the country districts ? — Yes. 

59.029. We have heard from the last witness of the Cad- 
unsuitable character of public-houses. Can yon speak of pc.', 
of any instances of inferior structural capacity in tho baa*, 
public-houses of Tipporary ? — There are a very large 
number that are quite unsuitable. They are practically 
cottages with only two or three moms. I have a return 

of the public-houses in tho town of Tlmrles, which is 
almost a typical town. It appears that iu tho year 
1896, out of 77 public-houses in tho town 38 were uuder 
102. yearly valuation, and some wore as low as 32. 10*. 
anti 32. 


59.030. Would thuso houses bo connected with any JD»! 
other business than liquor P — Nearly all of them are— tnuba 
at least a very largo majority. That is tho groat fault pot-- 
with them, that very often thoy arc bakors and drapery «»*• 
establishments, so that people who come iu to buy 
have great temptation to spend their money in drink 
also. 

59.031. So that as wo boar of grocers’ shops being 
turned into publioaun this is the case of publicans 
being turned into ordinary doalors P — In fact the great 
majority of tho shops have licenses attached to them, 
and tho drink is served in the same room as the other 
things are sold in. 

59.032. These shops, I suppose, are open on Sundays, 
and do their businoss at all hours of the day as shops ? 

— A few of them do. 

59.033. How is it possible for the police to superin- 
tend them iu such a way that while draperies and flour 
and broad are being sold thoro shall not be a salo of 
liquor also P — Thoy do meet with great difficulties. I 
have had several cases in which the excuse has been 
raised that people who; havo boon found there during 
closing hours have como in for other things oxccpt 
drink. 

59.034. Wonld you like to soo an entire separation 
made between grocers and drapers and other shop 
business on tho one hand, and the liquor salo on the 
other baud?— I am suro it would be a very good thing 
indeed for the country, bnt, at tho same time, it would 
bn n rather strong measure. 

59.035. You think it wonld bo a strong measure, 
looking to tlic habits of the people ? — More as to win 
nature of the houses, whioli do not admit of the sejiaro- 
tion of the two departments. 

59.036. At all evonts, it might apply to new liconses 
which might bo granted in tho 1'ntnre P — Iu the future, 

I should certainly be in favour of much more stringont 
conditions as to suitability of promisos, and also ta*t> 
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If?. ;; a there should lie uo trade carried on at all in connection 
Bn- •?' ' w ith it, in the same room at any rate. 


liW 



tot- 


59,087. Ton would let the present houses which carry 
on this duplicate trade gradually die out, or would 
yon name a certain number of years after which they 
nmst adapt themselves to your now reform ? — It would 
be rather a strong measure, I think, but it would bo a 
good thing in tho end. 

59,036. It would bo a good thing if it oonld be fairly 
done without injury P — Yes. 

59.039. There is no qualification, ns we know, for a 
pnblic-house in Ireland P — No. 

59.040. Do you think u qualification should be affixed P 
—I think so, certainly. 

59.041. What would, in your view, he tho minimum 
qualification ? — It is hard to put it at a sum. I think 
there is a limit now for spirit grocers' licenses. I 
think it is 81. or 151. 

59.042. Some qualification like 101. or 151. would be, 
you thiuk, a reasonable limit to impose as the minimum 
qualification for a public-house ? — I think so. 

59.043. Thero, again, as to those houses wliieli yon 
say combine the sale of liquor and tho sale of groceries, 
you think it would be a hardship to almlieli them; but 
‘it would he a hardship, I suppose, to raiso the qualifi- 
cation in these instances up to 101. or 151. How should 
we get out of tho difficulty ? — There are a sufficient 
number of public-houses already in tho country, and 
1 think, that being the caso, if any more licenses 
are granted, they should be under much more strict 
conditions. 

59.044. You would leave the present unqualified 
houses to die out? — Yes, I think so. I think it would 
I* a rather largo order to abolish them. Thero are 
such a very largo number of unsuitable ones. If 1 hey 
received compensation it would bo a heavy tax. 

59.045. "What hope of reform is thore if those low- 
claas houses ore to uu allowed to continue for all time? 
—I think a great many of the badly-conductcd ones 
might be extinguished by hiving compulsory recording 
of the convictions on the liccnso which would, after 
throe convictions, extinguish a license. 


,i a g 59,046. You think they have rendered thomsolves 
liable nudor tho present law, though not under tho 
present administration of tho law, to lmvo their licenses 
withdrawn ? — I think a great many of thorn would bo 
extinguished. 


Jffol h 60,047. In tho case of appeals, would the magistrate 
iaisflk mark “dismissed " on the case, or nay “the case is 
dismissed"? Thoy use the word “ dismiss " P — Yes. 

59.048. In tho case of a “ dismiss ," should you thiuk 
there should bo a right of appeal on the part of the 
complainant? — Yes. I think it woidd be a good thing, 
because sometimes I think a miscarriage of justice 
might occur. Thera are oases, 3 am afraid, which are 
dismissed owing to the constitution of the bench. 

59.049. And you think that a person who lias a 
grievance against tho grouting should have the right of 
appeal? — I think tho complainant should haTe the right 
to appeal. 


prejudice — thore may not be witnesses in attendance. Mr. IJ. 
Other things may occur wh ieh may' prevent it going on, Bnun. 

and instead of adjourning it, it is very often dismissed — — 

without prejudice. It does not prevent a man being 5 April ’98 

tried again for it if it is dismissed without prejudice, 

only if it is dismissed on the merits. 

59.056. Do you thiuk the resident magistrate might Resident 
be substituted in many cases for tho* two justices magistrate 
whose presence is required before a certain act for two 
can be done ? — I think it would be very useful in many justices, 
cases. In a good many instances tiicre arc rases that 

require two magistrates, nud very often there is no 
second -magistrate there, and there is a good deal of 
inconvenience caused to the parties who come thero to 
have their cases heard, which cannot bo heard if there 
is only one magistrate, whereas a resident magistrate 
is obliged to attend, nud he is always there. 

59.057. I suppose tho reason for requiring two 

E rices was that it was thought the discretion could 
dly properly be vested in one. but you would not 
hesitate to give that discretion to one resident magis- 
trate ? — I do not thiuk so. The Licensing Act says 
one stipendiary or two justices, so that it is vested in 
one in a good many instances, only a resident magis- 
trate in Ireland is not what they call a stipendiary 
magistrate. 

59,058. One stipendiary is equal to two magistrates ? 

—Yes. 

59,059. At all events, yon woidd give one resident 
magistrate the power of doing that for which two 
magistrates are required now? — I think it would savo 
a great deal of inconvenience. 

59,060. As to tho han't fide traveller, of which we The 
have heard a great deal, what would you do with him ? bond fide 
Would you abolish or restrict him ?— I should be in traveller, 
favour of enlarging the limit to five or six miles 
instead of three, othorwise I think the present law 
would catch any infringement. 

59,061. Yon think ho should insist opening a houso 
after prohibited hours ns a bond fitle traveller?— I 
think if he is a bond, fide traveller he should bo entitled 
to get refreshment. 

59,062. Notwithstanding that the houso at that hour 
is closod to the public P — Yes. 

59,063. Do you think it would bo a hardship that 
a bond fide traveller should bo made to accommodate 
himself to tho samo hours as the ordinary public are 
confined to on Sunday? — I think so. Ou Sundays 
the public-houses are not open at all in the country, 
and if he were confined to the samo hours as thc- 
pnblic ho would not be able to get any thing on Sundays 
at all. I think it is only in the cities that public- 
houses are open for certain hours. In the country they 
aro not open at all. 

59,064. Ho should have a right to get refreshment 
at any house iu the country ? — At any house that was 
licensed. 

59,065. Any house that had a seven-day license?— 

Yes, of course. 

59,066. He has a right to obtain his refreshment now 
at any house that has a seven-day license, has he not P 


59,050. Who would be the complainant ? — The police 
prosecute in nearly all offences under tho Licensing 
Acts. Thore is an appeal given to tho complainant 
under a good many Acts — Fishery Acts, and Acts of 
that sort; and I do not see why it should not be so iu 
this case. 


59.051. What is a “ dismiss ” ? That tho case is not 
proved, or what? — There aro two sorts iu the Petty 
Sessions Act. It may be dismissed without prejudice, 
or it may be dismissed on the merits. If it is dismissed 
without prejudice, of course it can bo brought on again. 
It amounts to tho Scotch verdict of “Not proven.” 

59.052. That is, tho person is applying for what, for 
a transfer P — No : that is in the caso of offences against 
the Act. 

59.053. It is only in tho case of offonccs that the word 

dismiss ” applies?— Yos. 

59.054. If it is dismissed simply, what happens? — 
It must he dismissed on the morion or without prejudice. 
3° it is dismissed without prejudice, there is nothing lo 
prevent it boing brought on again, but if it is dismissed 
on the merits thero is no remedy. 

_J*M 55 . Can a man he tried twice for the same 

'—The first case may bo dismissed without 


59,067. Apart from the question as to whether a - 
publican is under an obligation to serve any enstomor 
at all, the bond fide traveller has a right as regards 
Sundays to be served when other customers have no 
right ? — Yes, at any time he con bo served as long as 
the license is in force. 


59,068. It would not meet with your view, I under- 
stand, that public-houses in the country should lie 
open during those hours when most people require, or 
supposed to require, refreshment; namely, the 


middle of the day for two hours say, you^ do not think 
that would meet your view ? — For the bond j'ule traveller 


I think it would he very hard if there were only two 
hours in the day in which he could get refreshment. I 
think there would bo hardship if he could nob get it at 
any time. 


59.069. Yon aro, I understand, resident magistrate not Queen’s 
only in county Tipperary, hut in Queen's couutyp— couuiy. 
Part of my district is in Queen's county. 

59.070. Is there any comparison which you would 
like to draw between those parts of Queen’s county 
with which you aro acquainted and Tipperary in the 
wa v of the bond fide traveller P — No, I do not think 
there is. I think they aro very much tho same. 

i ' . . . . Hg . 
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59,071. Do I understand that in Ireland no public - 
house is open on Sundays throughout the county 
districts exoopt to the Iona fide traveller? — That is ho. 

59,0/2. (VieUKMide Vesoi.) No resident in a country 
district can get a supply ? — No. There ore certain 
exemptions which apply only to certain cities. 

59.073. {Chairman.) In England, as you know, the 
pnblic-hotiBes nre open on Sundays during certain 
hours without reference to the bond fide traveller ?— 
Yes. 

59.074. In Ireland outside tho exempted towns all 
houses in the country districts are closed except to the 
bond fide traveller ? — Yes. 

59.075. Does not that make it a still greater hardship 
upon tho publican if he cannot serve an ordinary cus- 
tomer during any hour on the Sunday ? He is obliged to 
wait on his premises till the chance bond fide traveller 
turns up; or is that his principal trade? Does beget 
his greatest profits on that day P — I do not know. 
Different localities differ very much, of course, in a 
great many places there are practically no bond fide 
travellers. 

59,0/5. Yon could not say what would be the feeling 
of the publicans, as to whether it is a hardship to be 
kept on their premises ? — No, I do not suppose they 
would object if they could sell. 

59.077. In the case of selling intoxicating liquor 
without a license, a person who is found on the premises 
and presumably drinking cannot be had up, can ho P — I 
think under certain circumstances he cannot. If there 
is an information sworn and a search warrant issued, 
and then people are found on the premises, that would 
be different. 

59.078. It is only in the case of a search warrant 
being issued, and persons being found on the premises 
where unlicensed sale is going on, that they can be 
apprehended ? — Yes, or at least made liable. 

59.079. Do you think any change should be made 
under these circumstances ? Do you think it desirable 
that persons found on unlicensed premises and appre- 
hended should be liable to a penalty ? — They should be 
liable. It seems to be an omission in the Licensing 
Acts. It is provided for under the Shebeeniug Acts. 

59.080. You think it has cropt in per incunam, as 
they say — tlmt it is a hit of negligence P— I should 
think so ; I think it would bo a good thing to bavo 
such a provision. 

59.081. You think it would be advisable that, in the 
case of an illegal sale where the honse is not licensed, 
everybody found on the premises should be appre- 
hended whether there is a search warrant or not, and 
should bo liable, on being found guilty, to a penalty P — 
Yes. 

59.082. {Mr. Young.) May I take is that there has 
been a tromendous decrease in the population of 
Tipperary ? — A very large decrease. 

59.083. paring how many years P — I have the accounts 
of the various ccnsnses here since 1841. In 1841 there 
were over 400,000, and shey decreased regularly every 
10 years to 173,000, which was the last census. 

59.084. I think these figures are pretty nearly cor- 
rect during the last 10 years. There are 167,300 at tho 
present time, against 188,000 10 years ago P — 199,000, 
1 think it probably is. Practically, that is so. 

59.085. You admit that this is a very extraordinary 
diminution in the population P — It has been going on 
ever since 1841, which is as far hack as I have taken 
the figures. I think it is pretty general in most parts 
of Ireland. 

59.086. In the face of this decrease of population, 
you have an increase of public-houses in the last eight 
years, about 173? — At least — more, I think — I have 
not added it up, but I think it amounts to moTe than 
that ; I think it is over 200. 

59.087. I have taken it roughly from your evidence. 
Have you any way of accounting for such an abnormal 
state of things ? — No, except that people find that 
licenses are very profitable things to hold, and they 
mako great efforts to obtain them. 


59.089. 1 suppose there are no manufactures going « 
on in the county. Probably it is in consequence of ij S 
there being no manufactures that the people take to r '" 
public-houses os a means of living? — There may be ' ! 
something in that. No doubt it is very profitable. 

59.090. As to tho remedy for that state of things, do Lk» •• 
you think there is any fault with the licensing tribunal? awwij 
—Yes, I think it is unsatisfactory. 

59.091. If you changed the lioonsing authority, would 
you diminish the number of houses that are not suitable ? 

— It would bo a very big thing to do to reduce the 
numbers, and if they had to bo compensated, the rate- 
payers would have to pay a great deal of money, but it 
would be a good thing for the country if they were 
diminished. 

59.092. At all ovents, you are of opinion that this 
iucrease should not have taken place? — Certainly, 

I am. * 

59.093. And you are of opinion that it is in consa- 

qnence of the leniency of the magistrates ? — Certainly. ! 

59.094. You are of opinion that the tribunals for 
granting licenses, and for renewals and transfers of 
licenses, should be changed ? — I think there has not 
been much fault to be found as far as the renewal of 
licenses goes, bnt as to the granting of new licenses I 
think it decidedly calls for reform ; that there should 
be a new lioensing authority. 

59.095. And that is owing to tho magistrates sitting 
with the county court judge P — If the county court 
judge had been sitting alone there would practically 
not have been any new licenses granted. There is no 
demand for them in the country. 

59.096. With regard to petty sessions, does a resident 
magistrate sit in every court ? — Practically in cvciy 
court. Ho has to attend every petty sessions in his 
district. 

59.097. Would you allow him any power to grant 
licenses, or would you not oonfino it entirely to the 
county court judge? — The reason that I propose a 
resident magistrate as well, is that of course it is possible 
that if there was only one man to grant the licenses he 
might be a man of very deoided views on one side or 
the other, and there might bo some difficulties in tho 
way. 

59.098. You would allow an appeal ? — If there is an Props* 

appeal given, of course that would obviate that liceodu 
difficulty. au’Jwtir 

59.099. Would you recommond an appeal? — Well, I 
do not know. If there was a larger body than the 
county court judge, if the licensing body consisted of 
more than ono man, I do not know that I should 
recommond an appeal, 

59.100. I do not think I have got it clearly from you 
that you would abolish the power of the resident 
magistrate in petty sessions P— The potty sessions have 
no power to grant publicans’ licenses. 

59.101 . But they have the power of renewing ?—Y es. 

I think I would leave it as it is, with an appeal to the 
new quarter sessions licensing body. If tho now 
licensing body at quarter sessions were changed, I 
think tho appeal to that body would be sufficient to 
obviate any miscarriage of justice which might oocur 
at tho petty sessions. 

59.102. That is presided ovor entirely by the county 
court judge ? — At present it is presided over by him, 
but it consists of all the local magistrates as well. 

59.103. Would you continue that system ?— No. 

59.104. At the present time, there are six house- The w* 
holders’ certificates' required for the renewal of a house- 
license. Do you recommend tho continuance of that ? W"? 
— Yes, it does not amount to very much. These six certaiu- 
signatures are, I think, very easily obtained ; but, at 

the same time, I do not think any great mistakes occur 
in the present system. 

59.105. Do you not think that it is. a very useless 
formality? — It is only a formality, I think. 

59.106. Do you think it is useless P — As far as the 
householders go, I think it is ; I think it is a mere 
matter of form. 


59,088. la there any increase in drunkenness P — I 59,107. One word only about the bond fide traveller. 

could not say that. I have not the figures for that. I Are you not of opinion that if the houses were opened eioc^' 

do not think there is ; I think it remains very much a portion of the day on Sunday, openly and above 

the same. board, say from two to six, or two to five, it would be 
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better for the people, and conduce to good order ? — I 
do not think so. I would rather Bee them closed 
altogether. 

59.108. Do you not find that in consequence of their 
being closed altogether, the people resort to back-door 
work P — They do, no doubt, but I think they would in 
any case. 

59.109. If they were publicly open, they would be 
open to the cognizance of the police, and subject to 
pnblio opinion j but now the people drink in a stealthy 
way. Are you not of that opinion P — I think the 
drinking that is pointed at, which they want to stop on 
Sundays, is excessive drinking, and I think they would 
not have time for excessive drinking in the two or 
three hours allowed by law. 


59.122. It acts rather Unfairly on the residential Mr. H. 

shopkeeper, does it not P — I do not quite understand in Brum. 
what way. A~ T’98 

59.123. (Mr. Hyalop.) I understand you to say you ^ 
would suggest a new licensing authority, and that 
probably would be Che county court judge r— Yi “ 


Proposed 
licensing 

59,124. Would that be for all license purposes ? — Yes, authority, 
for all sorts of licenses. 


59.110. (Mr. Grinling.) I gather from one of the 
replies which you havo just made, that your view is 
that any forcible reduction of licenses must be accom- 
panied by compensation ? — That is only my own view. 

59.111. And that that compensation would come out 
of the ratepayers’ pockets ? — 1 suppose so. 

59.112. You think, perhaps, that the money of the 
ratepayers might be spent in a great many worse ways 
than thatP — Well, I do not know. That is rather a 
large question. I think it would be a good thing for 
the country, hut I do not think it would be very 
popular. 


59.125. For the granting of a now license P— ' Yes. 

59.126. And the renewal of old licenses P — When I 
said all licenses I meant beer-dealers’ licenses and 
spirit grocers’ licenses, and those things which arc 
sometimes granted at petty sessions ; but, as to renewals, 
1 think the present way of giving a certificate of renewal 
acts fairly well. 

59.127. That i9, by the justices in petty sessions ? — 


59,113. On the question of the qualification of 
premises, I chink I understand that in Ireland there is 
only one class of license where the question of qualifi- 
cation of promises comes in, and that is the off-license 
to retail beer ? — I think in the ease of the spirit grocer's 
license there is a limit to the qualification, too; buC I 
am not certain whether that is all. 


59.114. In the case of the off-license to retail beer, 
the qualification is 152. in cities with more than 10,000 
inhabitants, and 82. elsewhere. Do yon think that acts 
to a certain extent as a check upon an inferior class of 
houses P — I think it would do so, but practically there 
are very few beer dealers licensed in Ireland. 

59.115. Ie the rating qualification a better guide than 
the rental qualification in that respect? — I have not 
considered that question. 

59.116. At any rate, if there were a rating or a rental 
qualification of a reasonable amount, it would practi- 
cally shut up these small houses that we have heard of, 
some of which arc described os unfit for human 
habitation? — Yes. 

59.117. Would not that do away with a great deal of 
the complaint whioh at the present time oxists against 
such olass of licensed holder ? It would be a means of 

r the character of the houses? — 1 think so. 


59.128. Then you agree to that? — I think so; with 
a final appeal to tho newly constituted licensing body at 
quarter sessions. 

59.129. You would liko an appeal from tho potty 
sessions to the quarter sessions? — Yes. 

59.130. I understood you to say that that appeal 
should only be for the complainant; that he only would 
have tho right to appeal P — On the question of appeal 
by the oomplainant I was referring more to cases of 
offences against tho Act at petty sessions. 

59.131. Even that being so, would it not be fair to 
allow the defendant also to have a right of appeal ? — 

The defendant has it now always in every case, bat at 
present the complainant has not. 

59,182. In the case of all licensing questions being 
delegated to the county court judge, how wonld that 
act with regard to the question of temporary transfers? 

— I think that might be left to the petty sessions, as at 
present. 

59.133. Temporary transfers P — Yes. 

59.134. (Mr. Graham.) A.3 far as I can understand. Value 

there is no statutory rateable value required for public- nualificu- 
honses in Ireland, is there P — Not at present. tion of 

59.135. Nor apparently for grocers' licenses ? — I P r *mises. 
think thero is for grocers' licenses. I am nearly euro 

there is. 


59,136. I find by tho 40 Yict. o. 4. s. 2 tlioro is a 
statutory rateable value for beer retailers’ licenses ? — 


improving the character of tho horn 
That ie why 1 should recommend it. 


lumber of 59,118. With regard to Tipperary and this question 
Homed of the large decrease of the population , the number of 
Homes and houses has rather increased. What iB your opinion as 
drauken- to the state of temperance in county Tipperary, taking 
the ten years from 1886 to 1896 ? Would you say that 
the residents in Tipperary ore more temperate than 
they were ten years ago ? — I really have no statistics 
to go upon ; but, merely from my own observation, I 
should say there is perhaps a little less intemperance 
now. 


59,119. That rather goes to show that the question 
of the number of houses, after all, has not a great deal 
to do with tho question of intemperance ?— Not directly, 
perhaps. 


59,137. Where a grocer holds a beer retailer’s license 
the same statutory limit of value applies P— Yes ; I am 
nearly rare that the spirit grocer's premises havo to be 
of a certain valuation, os well as* those of tho beer 
dealer, but I am not quite sure. 

59,188. I do not think it is so. In the case of a 
public-house and in the cose of a spirit grocer, the 
magistrate is required to consider, amongst other 
things, the fitness and convenience of the houBe ? — 
Yes. 

59.139. But no particular value is specified? — No. 

59.140. As a matter of fact, many public-houses are 
rated much lower than tho limits for retail beer- 
houses, are they not ? — They are. 

59.141. The limit for retail beerhouses whero tho 
population is less than 10,000 is 82. a year, and over 
10,000 152. a year H — Yes. There is a list here of the 
valuations of the public-houses in the town of Thurlea, 
and there are 38 under 102., but I havo not got them 
made out tinder 82. 


rhcW I 

will* I 

>oU« I 


59,120. On the point of these very small and inferior 
premises, and the fact that in Ireland other trades, such 
as havdware, drapery, and all classes of trades, are 
carried on with the sale of liquors ; taking the very 
large number of licensed premises in Ireland at present, 
I suppose a great many of them would not be able to 
exist if they were precluded from selling these articles ? 
—I do nob think so. I think the public-house is the 
prinoipal part. 


59,142. I see from the returns supplied to us that, 
with tho exception of the great cities like Dublin and 
Belfast, thero oro very few and in many cases no beer 
retailers’ licenses or spirit grocers’ licenses. Take 
Tipperary. In one Riding there is no spirit grocer’s 
license, and in the other only one ? — Yes. They do 
not occur much in the rural districts. 


59,121. Then, whon you got out into the sparsely 
populated districts and villages, how would the people 
get their supplies of these articles? Is it not almost 
a necessity that there should be a general store or 
business in a large number of_ districts ?— They 
generally got them from some distance — from the 
towns. There are not many outlying shops in the 
country. 


59.143. In tho one Riding thero are three beer retailers’ 
licenses, and in the other none? — Yes, there are 
very few. 

59.144. The publicans’ licenses are 476 in the one 
Riding, and 599 in tho other Riding ? — I do not know 
the totals. 


59,145. Do you think that is a desirable state of things ? 
— I do not think there is much use for spirit grocers' 
licenses in the country. 
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59.146. Do yon think it is a desirable state to things 
that publicans should continue to be licensed without 
requiring u fixed rateable value?-— No. I think in 
future any now promises that aro licensed should bo 
above a certain valuation. 

59.147. (Mr. Walker.) In respect to the county 
magistrates, ns at pvesent, it is seated that they grant 
licenses and. aro very lenient to offenders. You are not 
prepared to deny that they act conscientiously in the 
discharge of their magisterial duties, aro you P — I do 
not quite understand the question. 

5i),148. It has been implied here that the licensing 
magistrates have been, to use a mild term, somewhat 
lax in discharge ol' their duties. Are you prepared to 
say that they are not conscientious in the discharge of 
those duties? — I think they allow themselves to he 
canvassed before coses come on. They very often hear 
the cases ont of court. 

60.149. And that influences tboir judgment on the 
Bench ? — I do not think anybody could approach a case 
quite unbiassed if he had heard all the facts outside, on 
one side. 

59.150. Cun they prevent themselves from being 
canvassed H — I should think it rested with themselves. 

59.151. Does it necessarily follow that if they aro 
canvassed, that would guide their deliberations and 
decisions? — Of course it depends upon each particular 
man ; but I should not think it a desirable thing that 
anybody in a judicial position should hear a case beforo 
it came before him in court. 

59.152. Yon are not prepared to say that you believe 
them to act conscientiously in the discharge of their 
licensing functions P— I think they give licenses very 
often when they are not required 

59.153. You will not say ves or no to the quostionP 
— I do not quite understand the question. Do yon ask 
me whether I consider they always act conscientiously ? 

59.154. Yes ? — Well, I do not know. As faros their 
lights go, I suppose they do. 

69.155. (Titcou)il ile Fcsci.) You act in Queen's 
County as well as in Tipperary, I think ? — Yes. 

59,166. Speaking from a comparison of tlio two 
counties, aro thu licenses as oxcossive in Queen’s 
(Jmmty as they are in Tipperary P — There is not the 
number of magistrates in Queen’s County to grant the 
licenses that there is in Tipperary. 

59.157. Is the number of licenses oxcossive in Queen’s 
County in tho same proportion as in Tipperary ? — I do 
not think so. I have not the statistics for Queen’s 
County. There has not been tho same number of new 
licenses granted lately that was formerly tho case in 
Tipperary. I did not get the statistics; but I am sure 
there are quite enough. 

59.158. With regard to tho mixed trade being carried 
on in a licensed house, do yon think it would bo 
possible without great hardship to roquiro the holders 
of existing licenses to do away with those trades, on 
condition that thoy had a limited time, say three years, 
given them ? — I have no doubt that they would consider 
it a great hardship. 

59.159. In your opinion, would it bo a great hard- 
ship? — It would interfere very much with their busi- 
nesses, I chink. 

59.160. With their profits ? — With their profits. 

59.161. Do you think it would automatically act in 
tho reduction of the number of licenses ? — I nave no 
doubt it would. It would have tho effect, no doubt, 
of reducing them very much. 

59.162. Which do you think thoy would give up by 
preference, the license or the ordinary business p In 
other words, which is the more profitable P — Tho 
license, no doubt ; bnt still it is a question whothor 
they should not be compensated for it. 

59.163. You stated that yon aro in favour of tho 
count}’ court judge and two resident, magistrates being 
tho licensing authority P— YeB ; I think two. 

Tho witau 


59.164. Do you think the county court judges would v 
have sufficient knowledge of the requirements of the dis- j/' 
trict, living as they do in many cases away from the dis- 

triet ? — At present in Ireland it does not make very much ' 

difference. It is not like England, where the population 
is increasing and more public-houses arc required. As 
far as it goes at present, I tliiuk they know enough 
about the requirements of the district. In Tipperary, 
and in those parts, they do. I cannot speak as to other 
parts where the conditions are altering. 

59.165. Do you not think it would bo possible to 
devise some other means by which local unpaid magis- 
trates should have some authority, either by confining 
it to magistrates residing within tho licensing district 
or by having committees of magistrates? — I do not 
think it would work in that way. I think there would 
he the same objections to confining it to local magistrates 
that there arc now. 

59.166. In fact, you think tho number of magistrates 
who are likely to be influenced are the majority of the 
magistrates of tho county in which you have experience ? 

— Of the magistrates who attend, certainly. 

59.167. Thore aro a great number who do not attend 
at all? — Yes. 

59.168. (Sir Algernon West.) I think your evidence 
and that of tho witness who preceded you was very 
condemnatory of the presont licensing authority in 
Ireland ? — Yea. 

59.169. You both recommended that that authority 
should be transferred from the magistrates to tho 
recorder or to the county court judge i — Yes. 

59.170. Would that be a practical suggestion to 
make ; because the very moment that you are giving 
local government to Ireland you aro taking away the 
authority of tho magistrates? — That is a question of 
policy. 

59.171. I only wanted to lead np to this question: 

Is there no other suggestion you can make as to some- 
body being ndded who would represent tho people 
of the country ? — You mean a moro popular body P 

59.172. YcsP — You could not have a more popular 
body, I think, than the presont ono ; and it lias not 
been found to work very satisfactorily. 

59,17.‘», You cannot suggest anything hotter than tho 
existing ono? — No, I do not think so. I think it is 
quite in a very small part of Ireland that thore is this 
unsatisfactory state of things. I (lo not think it is 
general over the whole of Ireland. 

59,17-1. You think tliat Cflaro and Tipperary are 
rather peculiar in that way? — I bolievo so. At the 
same tunc, no doubt, it shows a weakness in tho 
system. 

59.175. I want to clear up one matter about the bond The 
fide traveller. Tho bond fule traveller, as I understand, banijit 
has a right to domaud refreshment from a publican ?— traveller. 
Yes ; at any time. 

59.176. Supposing the public-house is closed when tho 
traveller arrives, may he not knock up tho landlord and 
insist on having rolioshmont P — I suppose ho may. I 
do not know his common law rights exactly. 

59.177. What remedy would he have against a 
publican whoso premises are closed ? Would he have 
any P — That is a question of common law. I am not 
a lawyer, and I am afraid I could not answer that. I 
do not suppose that the publican would offer any 
objection to supplying him. 

59.178. Of courso he would not, in many cases. In 
remote villages, where thore is a chance of a bond fide 
traveller, tho poor publican is bound to stay at homo 
all day, on the ohanoo of a bond fido traveller coming 
and demanding refreshment? — Well, ho has tho 
privilege of selling drink under his license, and I sup- 

S >se there aro certain disadvantages too. I believe m 
ngland an innkoeper is obliged to supply anybody 
who comes ; and I do not know that that does nob apply 
to tho case of a public-house in Ireland. I do not know 
of a decided case in which tho question has been tried. 

sa withdrew. 


Adjourned for a short time. 

Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 

Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 


MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. 


103 


Mr. John It. Wnraui called in and examined. 


fiit 

In. 


Ur.J-R- 

\figham. 

Po-idon of 
witness. 


59.179. (Chairman.) You are a justice of tho peace 
for the county of Dublin P — Yes. 

59.180. You have been engaged in trade in that city 
for many years ? — Yes. 

59.181. You are the ex-president of tho Chamber of 
Commerce of Dublin ?— Yes. 


59.182. And, ns some of us know already, you are 
a director of several large companies in Dublin em- 
ploying a large number of men ? — Yes. 

59.183. Have you any connection with the townships 
in the neighbourhood of Dublin P — I am chairman of the 
Blackrock Township, which is a township very close 
to Dublin. 


59.184. So tlint what with those engagements to 
which you have referred, and the fivet that you have 
been a member of tho council of the Royal Dublin 
Society, you arc able to spouk with very considerable 
experience of the state of public opinion in Dublin, and 
perhaps, too, in Ireland, ns to the effoct of the Sunday 
Closing ActP — Yes, I think I know tho minds of a 
great many pooplo upon that subject. 

59.185. Would you say that opinion trended in favour 
of tho maintenance of the provisions of that Act? — I 
think so. I can say without the slightest hesitation 
that the balance of opinion is in favour of tho main- 
tenance of that Act and of including the exempted 
cities within it. 

59.186. Yon think publio opinion goes in the direc- 
tion of including tho exempted cities within, tho 
provisions of tho Act? — To extend tho Sunday Closing 
Act to all Ireland as it extends to Scotland. 


jj,). 59,187. Then would you close public-houses oa 

(isnjron Saturday at an earlier hour than at present? — Yes, 
vijjdajs. there is a very strong opinion on that subject that 
public-houses on Saturday nights in Ireland should be 
closed much earlier than they are, in order that the 
working men may have their wages given to thair 
families without having tho tomptation to spend them 


PMascile 59,188. There was a so- called plebiscite taken in 
a Dublin. Dublin, was thoro not, in tho year 1882 with reference to 
this question of Sunday closing? — Yos, there was, and 
thero was a very largo majority in its favour. 

59.189. Yon think that that majority would be 
maintained? — I do, if there was a poll taken in Dublin. 
The figures tlion were 3-1,600 for, and 8,117 against. 

59.190. Have there boon public meetings in tho city 
with reference to tho extension of tho Sunday Closing 
ActP — Yes, many public meetings have been held. I 
have attended many of them, and I think ou some 
occasions I have boon in tbo chair, and those meetings 
were enthusiastically in favour of the continuation of 
tho Sunday Closing Act and of early Saturday night 
closing. 

59.191. So far as you arc able to speak for the man ia 
your employment in the works with which you are 
acquainted, should you say their foelings would bo in 
favour of tho extension of the Act? — I think so, not 
only the people I have spoken of, who belong to what 
may be called the richer classes of society, hut the 
working pooplo with whom I am acquainted, some 2,000 
of whom aro omployed by the companies with which I 
am conneoted, and I think if they were polled also they 
would be of the same mind. 

lie 59,192. Holding to those views with reference to 
*fidc Sunday closing, do you think that the provisions for 
Wkr. tho horui fido traveller impair the operation of thoso 
Acts? — I think that the hand fid* traveller is a mere 
myth, a more sham. He comes and invades our 
township to a most uncomfortable oxtont and creates 
great disorder. In tlio township of which I am 
chairman they oomo on a Sunday tnore to the number 
of 1,000 or 2,000. and sometimes it is computed ns 
many as 3,000, and thoy aro so numerous and so 
boisterously unpleasant, that ladies cannot go about 
without fear of insult ; and so great is tho crowd there 
sometimes that tho public-house doors cannot be shut, 
and the drink is handed over tho people's heads and 
taken ia tho upon air. 1 have not myself seen that, 
bnt I can testify to tho great disorder which I myself 


have seen on a Sunday evening owing to the so-called JHr. J. R. 
bond fide travellers, who are roallv not boiuijulo travellers, Wigkum. 
but people who come there four miles from the city to ; — ~ 

get drink. 5 ApnlhiS 

59.193. You do think that the provisions for the 
supposod convenience of the bond fide travellers do 
interfere with the due operation and full effect of the 
Sunday Closing Act? — Yes. 

59.194. Yon speak of the effect in Black Itock. What 
do you say as to the other township in the neighbour- 
hood of Dublin ? — Black Rook is the one I know most 
of, but in Kingston, which is a very large township, I 
have seen also ou Sunday evenings, perhaps in a minor 
degree, what I have seen in Black Rock and in Dalkej- 
too ; but it is a singular thing that the townships on 
the north side of Dublin are not included in tho 
exemption of Dnblin. It seems a very strange anomaly 
that on the north side there is no such thing, and on 
tho other side these townships are exempted in the 
same way as in Dnblin. 

59.195. How was it that tbo suburbs of Dublin came 
to bo so unequally treated us compared with the suburbs 
of other towns ? — I think that has to do with tho fnct 
that tho south ora townships aro in what is called tho 
Metropolitan Police District j tho northern townships 
arc not so, but aro in charge of the constabulary. There- 
fore I think perhaps that is tho cause of tho difference ; 
but I feel it to ho n very strange thing that whereas the 
other exempted oities besides Dublin ore exempted 
simply as cities, and the exemption extends to them 
as oities, yot in Dublin tho exemption extends not only 
to the city of Dublin, but to these townships on tho 
south side of it which havo a very largo population and 
which are tho very places that the Act should extend to. 

59.196. Was there any public agitation in favour of 
thoir being included in tho exemption? — I do not 
romomber myself ; but I have heard that tbo thing was 
done through a mistake ; that instead of saying “ tho 
Municipality of Dnblin," it was put “ the Metropolitan 
Police District,” which means a very different thing. 

59.197. That extends, I suppose, 10 or 12 miles out ? 

— Ton miles outside the city. 

59.198. In the southern direotion ? — In tho southern 
direction, and not at all in tho northern direotion. 

59.199. The whole of this great area was exempted, 
therefore, from the operation of the Sunday Closing 
Acts P— Yos. 

59.200. Speaking generally of Ireland, if you are oblo Number 
to speak so widoly, should you say that the public- of public- 
houses were in front of, or behind, tho requirements of houses in 
the public? — So far as I have seen, and so fur as I have Ireland, 
heard, I should think the public-houses wore in excess 

of the requirements of the people in most places. For 
instance, thero is a little town I have had to go through, 
sometimes, called Cahircivoen, down in Kerry, and every 
house, I think, certainly every other house, is a public- 
house, and we find, wherever we travel, that very much 
tho same thing is the case, perhaps not to the same 
glaring extent as in Cahircivoen. 

59.201. The licensing authority, which now has to Clitheroe’s 
consider applications, aro not able to take into account case. 

the necessity for a public-house in any district? — They 
are not. The somo law that applies to England dons 
not apply to Ireland in that regard. In England, I 
understand, and I snppose it is so, that the licensing 
authority are at liberty to consider tho needs of the 
neighbourhood when they establish public-houses, 
whether another public-house is really wanted ; but in 
Ireland, on account of a case called the Clitheroe ease, 
in whioh the Courts ruled that the magistrates had no 
such jurisdiction, they are restricted from considering 
the needs of the district at all. They must consider the 
character of the applicant, and the suitability of the 
premises, but they are not allowed to consider whether ' 

there ore any more public-houses wanted there. 

59.202. So that in the case of renewals and transfers 
of lioensB3 you would like to see full discretion given to 
the magistrates to refuse to renew or to refuse to 
transfer in conBcqueuco of the already sufficient or 
more than sufficient number of licenses in tho district P 
— Yes, we would desire that. 

N 4 
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R0VAL COMMISSION ON LIQUOR LICENSING LAWS : 


Mr. J. R. 
Wigkajn. 


59,203. Was there ever a law in Ireland which 
required the magistrates, before they granted a renewal 
or transfer, to consider the supply of public-houses in 
the neighbourhood already existing? — There was a law 
the time of George III. 


Spirit 

grocers. 


59,204. The reference you have given is the 45th 
George III., cap. 50, section 7? — I believe that is so. 
That was a lav,- which, if it were in existence now, and 
iu practice, wonld give the mngistrates discretion as to 
whether any new public- house should be put in addition 
to those at present in a particular district. 


liquor may he bought on the premises, but has to be Mt.j n 
taken out of the house before it can be consumed, Winh am . 

otherwise it is an offence against the law ? — I remember 

one case at this moment, of a very respectable family 
grocer’s shop in one of the largo streets of Dublin, and 
I was there talking to the proprietor, and I found in the 
back shop a kind of bar, and the people getting drink 
there — whisky mostly. 


59,205. That was repealed by implication, I suppose, 
was not formally repealed, was it ? — I am not sure. 


59,206. Then do you think that the magistrates now 
are influenced in their decisions by the mercantile value 
which is attached to the house in consequence of its 
|K3sscssing a license ?— No, I do not know that I would 
go that far ; but I have found on the bench of magis- 
trates a good deal of discussion and consideration given 
to the fact of how much a man may have spent on his 
premises and whether it would not be very unfair to 
deprive him of a license considering how much money 
he had spent. I do not say they put thnt in their pro- 


59.220. (Mr. Grinling,) I think I can explain that. 
There are many spirit grocers who hold a publican’s 
licenso combined with that other license. Do you know 
the circumstances of the licenses ? — I know very little 
about thorn ; I did not come to speak on that so much as 
my own experience. 

59.221. (Mr Young.) In fact what you said cannot be 
the case except against the law? — They may have 
publicans’ licenses. Perhaps that would be the explana- 
tion of it. 


) dings as a 

and it has a large consideration. 

59,207. I never meant to hint anything more than 
thnt. In considering whether a license should be 


59.222. (Mr. Grinling.) Your charge is against the 
spirit grocer's license ? — What I meant was that 
respectable servants go into what appear to be grocors’ 
shops, and are able to get drink there, no matter what 
kind of license it is, which is a bad thing. 

59.223. To consume on the promises? — Yes. 


forfeited or not they^ake into consideration the 
cantile value, and think it would be a severe punish- 
inent if that mercantile value were forfeited. That is 
what I mean? — Yes; that has passed through their 
minds and entered into their discussion. 


69,208. Do you think that a grocer should have power 
to sell spirits P — I think not. I have seen very great 
evils arising from what wo call spirit grocers’ liocnscs, 
chiefly with reforence to women servants who go in to 


habits probably iu consequence. 


>9,209. If you obieot to a grocer selling liquor, do 
' ' ' ‘ i publican selling groceries? — I do not 


you object to a 

lcnow that. That is a different tiling . A respectable 
grocer’s shop is one into which anybody can go, and 
these women go in there not feeling ut all ashamed, and 
then when they are there under tho plea of buying 
groceries they perhaps get drink. In tho other cases 
of public-houses, if a person goes into a public- 
honso ho is supposed to go iu for all it contains, drink 
and everything else. 


59.224. Then that is consumption under a public- 
house license, otherwise it is against the law?— 

Probably that may be so. 

59.225. (Chairman.) Iu the case of penalties for Penalties 
drunkenness, do you think tho existing penalties are for drunk- 
sufficient? — We have seen — those of us who havo enness. 
looked into that matter — thnt the wives who have to 

pay the fines when their husbands are fined are put to 
great difficulty in doing so. They have to pawn their 
own and their children’s clothes, and a state of things 
worse than the absence of tho father of the family, if he 
were confined by imprisonment for his drunkenness, 
arises to these poor people. I think it would be better 
to imprison him than to fine him. A fiuo is sure to be 
paid, and paid at the expense of those who could not 
afford it. 


Mixed . 

public- 

houses. 


59,210. I understood from tho previous witness that 
it was tho prooticc of publicans to soil goods of all 
Muds, draperies, groceries, and everything else? — 
I believe they do in many parts of Ireland. 


59,227. As to clubs. Havo you formed any distinct Gluts, 
view as to any abuses of clubs and tho necessity for 
reforming tbeni, or do you think abuses exist ? — I do 
not know much about clubs ; but I should have thought 
there was no difficulty iu liaviug them registered and 
under the care of the police, and if disorder arose in any 
of these clnbs or iu any club, that the police should 
interfere and prosecute tho proprietor or tho manager. 


59,212. It was to these oases I was referring when I 
asked yon, if you would object to the grocers selling 
liquor, would you object to tho publicans selling 
groceries? — I think there is hardly such a thing in 
Dublin as the publicans selling groceries. 


59,228. If you were to give the police power to enter 
any club if they had reasonable ground for supposing 
that irregularities were proceeding within it, what 
would be the necessity for registration P — If it appliod 
to overy club there need be no registration. 


. Turning lastly to the licensing authority, did 
• the evidence of Sir Andrew Reed, the Inspcctor- 


you hear the ev , r 

General of Constabulary P — I was not here, but I read 
his evidence. 


59.213. You think that no grocer should have a 
license to sell liquor on the premises ? — I do I am 
strongly of that opinion. 

59.214. Do you menu for consumption on tho pre- 
mises ?— Yes, consumption on the premises. 

59.215. (Mr. Grinlino.) There is no Buch thing. 
There is not a grocer's license to sell for consumption 
ou ? — A spirit grocer’s license which enables the people 
to get the drink on the premises. 

59.216. It is against the law. They may not drink 
it on the premises P — If I have made a mistake I am 
sorry for it. I never myself wout into a grocer’s shop 
for the purpose of getting drink; but I have under- 
stood that in these cases of servant women, they went 
in there, and it was not to take away liquor but to 
drink it. 

59.217. That would bo an offence against the law, 
and would forfeit the license? — I do non think so. I 
think tho spirit grocer’s license enables the grocer to 


59,230. "What do yon think about his suggestion of Propose! 
tho new licensing authority P — I very much agreed with licensing 
what he said about having bnt one iiconsing authority, authority* 
Though I am on the bench of magistrates myself, I have 
seen so much of what 1 call a packing of the bench, and 
have suffered so much canvassing and annoyance, that 
I do not think it is a good system. I should much 
rather that a man above all reproach, a man who could 
not be approached in any way, were put in possession 
of tho necessary power, such as the recordor. 


59,231. That the recordor should sit alone and be Appeal to 
sole judge of tho licensing law P — Yes, I would give an judge of 
appeal mom his decision certainly. assise. 


sell il 


59.218. (Chairman.) I think you aro misinformed P — 
I am only saying what I believe. 

69.219. No liberty is given to a grocer or to a spirit 
dealer to sell for consumption on the premises. The 


59,233. To the judge of assize ?— Yes. 

59.284. With reference to the country districts, should 
you like to see the county court judge empowered to 
deal with licensing matters, instead of tho magistrates ? 
— Yes, that the county court judge in the country and 
the recorder in cities should sit without the assistance 
of tho bench of magistrates. 

59,235. In petty sessions what would you do ? — I do 
not know much about them. They do not apply to us 
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iff. 


lio 


j R in Dublin. The magistrates ore paid magistrates 
\yim. there. 

— ■ 59,286. [Sir Algernon West.) Tour opinion is that 

; :3 pw there are too nnuiy public-houses, I think, in Ireland 
4s*. f 0 r tho requirements of the people ? — Yes, speaking 
generally, 1 think so. 

59.237. You -would like tho power now given to 
EDglish magistrates extended to tie licensing authority 
of Ireland P— With reference to the suppression of 
public-houses I should. 

59.238. Have you formed any idea as to how you 
would deal with the publicans who were suppressed 
for the benefit of tho public, as to compensation P — I 
do not know that I have. thought very much about that, 

I think that compensation perhaps ought to be given, 
or something of the kind should be taken into con- 
sideration; or they should be given some reasonable 
time to clear out, or something of that kind. 

59.239. You have not gone into the question ? — No, 

I have not. thought mnch about that, except that 
one does think that they owe some compensation to 
the poor ratepayers who have suffered by the driuking 
usages they promote. 

H, 59.240. (Viscount do Yeses.) You state that you are 
fj, much troubled at Black Bock township with the bond 
n«Ber. fide travellers on Sundays P — Very much. 

59.241. I think you also stated that the southern 
townships of Black: Bock and Kingstown are within 
the area of Dublin for the purpose of being exempted ? 
—They are. 

59.242. Then how do those land fide travellers come 
in, before 2 o’clock and after 7? — The houses are 
shut in Dublin and shut in these townships also, 
because they como under the same rule as Dublin, but 
the people come in from the surroaudiug parts on the 
Sunday to got drink when they cannot get it in tho 
county. The public-houses in the county are closed 
altogether under the Sunday CloBiug Act, and those 
houses arc open, and thou besides that the people call 
themselves travellers. The houses are shut both in 
Dublin and in Black Bock by tho law at 7 o’clock, but 
these people como down in scandalously large numbers, 
call themselves travellers becauso they Lave come four 
miles by railway at a cost of Ad. for a return ticket, 
and demand drink and get drink and make a perfect 
pandemonium in tho streets. 

59.243. Practically thoy extend tho hours on Sunday ? 
— Practically it comes to that. 

59.244. Is tho Recorder of Dublin the licensing 
authority in tho townships P — No. Tho townships arc 
in the county, and therefore the county bench of magis- 
trates are tho people who regulate licenses for the 
county ; but tho recorder is our chairman. 

59.245. As a county court judge? — Yes, as a county 
court judge. 

59.246. That is for the southern townships of Black 
Bock and Kingstown P— For the whole county, but in 
Dublin city the recorder alone sits. 

59.247. Do you consider that in the townships the 
liconsed premises are increasing or diminishing? — I 
am not quite suro about that. I think they must be 
increasing, judging from tho number one sees. 

59.248. You have not gone into it ? — No, I have not. 

59.249. [Mr. Wulher.) I understand yon to say you 
iac n- would close, if you had the power, all licensed houses 

on Sunday, both in town and country ? — I do not know 
that I said that ; but I think it is certainly my view 
that they ought to be shut in Ireland as they are in 
Scotland. 

59.250. Arc you yourself a total abstainer ?— Yes. 

59.251. You testified, in faot, that so great is the 
crowd oF bond fulo travellers that they cannot get 
served at the licensed houses P — I spoke about handing 
the drink out over their heads, but I said I had not 
seen it. I believe it to bo tho fact from what I have 
been told ; but I have seen such crowds that you can 
hardly get through. 

59.252. You would not submit that as evidence if 
you did not believo it?— The crowds I speak of (I 
myself havo seen. 

U 9844 #. 


59.253. The statement you made was that the crowd Mr. J. II. 

was so great that they could not serve the liquor but Wiyham. 
handed it over their beads? — You will find I — — 

immediately added that I had not seen it myself. 5 • A I ,ril ’ 9B 

59.254. Do you personally believe it ?— I do, because 
I am credibly informed of it. 

59.255. Is not that evidence that a necessity exists 
for houses to be opened for the supply of this want ?— 

No, I do not think so. 

59.256. The mere fact of crowds at great incon- 
venience to theraselvoe jostling each other in order to 
get the drink is no indication that necessity compels 
them to obtain it P — The crowds I speak of are a groat 
public evil and ought not to be allowed to take place. 

59.257. If the houses were closed in Dubliu the same 
as in the country, would not that crowd be likely to 
increase ? — They are closed in Dublin. 

59.258. Are they not open from 5 to 7 P— They are Sunday 

olosed at 7 o'clock. closing 

59.259. If they wore closed altogether would not the 
crowd be likely to increase ? — I ao not know that it 
would. If the houses iu the country are shut as woll 
as in Dublin, I think there would be no place for the 
crowds to go to drink. 

59.260. Would you deprive the traveller of refresh- 
ment ? — I would let tho traveller, if necessary, get such 
refreshment as tho traveller wants, including Ids bed 
and his rest aud his food; but I think it is a very 
different thing having places open for drinking only. 

59.261. I understood you to say these crowds were 
bond fide travellers? — They call themselves bond fide 
travellers. 

59.262. I ask you again, if you had your wish and 
all the houses were closed, whether that crowd of 
bond fide travellers would not be likely to increase? — 

No, I think not at all. They come there to driuk. 

59.263. Are you of opinion that closing the houses 
would stop the desire for indulging in wines, spirits, or 
beer ? — I think that if the houses wore closed by law, 
whether the desire existed or not, peoplo could not get 
the drink, and therefore would not como aud creuto 
that kind of nuisance that I have just been describing. 

59.264. You admit the right of the bond fide travellers 
would remain P — I think, certainly, the people should 
get food and every refreshment that is necessary ; but 
that is a different thing from drinking only. 

59.265. Have the public-houses iu Dublin externally 
and internally very much improved during tho last 20 
years ? — I do not know, 1 never go into them. 

59.266. You have no experience of licensed houses ? 

—No, I have not. 

59.267. Save you ever visited a licensed house ? — 1 
do not think I was ever in one in my life. 

59.268. You know really nothing about them ? — I 
know this, that it is not so much what is in them ns 
what they turn out I object to — the disorderly drunken 
people that come out of them so frequently. 

59.269. Do I understand you to say you would inflict 
the penalty of imprisonment for the first act of 
drunkenness P — I did not say the first act. I think, 
perhaps, that is a matter of detail ; but I do think that 
imprisonment would be a more merciful punishment to 
drunken persons than the option of a fine, for the 
reasons I gave, that it falls heavily upon the family. 

59.270. Are you in favour of the establishment of Clubs, 
clubs ?— I think not. 

59.271. Do you approve of clubs P — What kind of 
clubs ? because if you mean thoso clubs that are called 
bogus clubs I certainly do not, hut people will club 
together and it is right they should. 

59.272. There ore a number of clubs iu Dublin, are 
there not? — Yes. 

59.273. 8ocial clubs P — Certainly. 

59.274. Whoro driuk is supplied ?— Where the 
members can get what they choose to pay for. 

59.275. At any time of the day or night ?— I suppose 
bo ; the same as in London. 

59.276. On Sundays and weekdays •?— I suppose so. 

O 
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ROYAL COMMISSION UN LIQUOR LICENSING LAWS: 


Mr. J. II. 59,277. [Mr. Uytlop.) On certain occasions yon 
Wigham. complain of the packing of the bench ? — Yes. I have 
— 7- seen it myself. 

5 ApcU 59,278. In answer to a question which was put to you 
n by a Commissioner I think you said you arc a total 

packing r, o,-279. "Was the bench packed by a majority of total 

bench. abstainers or the oiher side ?— In the cases that I have 
in my mind now tho bench seemed to be packed for the 
purpose of granting a license, and the complaint was 
■made on those occasions by magistrates who did not 
incline to grant the license, that they had been troubled 
and persecuted by people praying them to come there 
and vote for this particular license. 

59, -280. If it hud been packed with magistrates that 
were not inclined to grant tho license, would you then 
hare considered it a grievance P — I do not think there 
should lie canvassing either way, and canvassing leads 
to packing. No Inter than Tuesday, if you happen to 
have read our papers, you would have seen that our 
Recorder, who is a man very much respected, was so 
much annoyed at what he considered the canvassing, 
that he would not go on — I was not present on that 
occasion, but it appears in the newspaper — be considered 
the canvassing was so glaring that ho adjourned the 
case, and was apparently very much annoyed, about it. 
Ho adjourned the cuso till Jnno, and said he would let 
this Commission. know about it; so that you see your 
Commission is known as a useful body to appeal to. 

.19,281. (3fr. Yotuig.) On that bench would you 
personally have contended for a license, whether it was 
proved it was needed or not ? — I could not say that 
till I know the circumstances of the case. 

59,282. You wore 011 tho bench and heard the 
circumstances stated there by the advocates for and 
against '■ — In this particular costs that I mentioned I 
was not present. 


59.283. It was at Kilmainham, was it not?— Y m 1, . 

on Tuesday last. ° 9 ’ 

59.284. If you had found there was a necessity for — - 

that public- honBe would yon have voted for it? If J 

thought there was a necessity, certainly. 

59.285. But if you thought there was no necessity? 

If I thought there wusno necessity I should have voted 
against it. 

59.28(3. You are, I understand, a total abstainer from 
choice ? — I supposo it is from choice ; my real reason is 
for an example. 

59.287. Would you interfere with another man’s choice 

if he desired to buve wine, beer, or ale ? — Certainly not. 

I would interfere with nobody. 

59.288. Would you provide public-houses in which he 
could get those commodities? — I would not provide 
them. 

59.289. Thou you would interfere with his rights P— 

Not at all. Other people navy provide for him, but I 
would not. You asked me if I would. 

59.290. Would you promote a Bill to interfere with 
them rights ?— I do not exactly understand the bearing 
of that question, would I promote a Bill P 

59.291. Yes, for interference with their rights?— I 
think whatevor their rights are they should not he 
interfered with. I would not interfere with any man's 
rights. 

59.292. You admit that all those persons who want 
ale or beer have a perfect right to drink ale or beer, 
and they have a perfect right to be afforded facility 
for drinking ale or beer. Would you promote a Bill 
which would interfere with their rights, I want to ask 
you P — I would promote any Act of Parliament or 
any Bill, or I would do anything I could, that would 
prevent the public from being injured by these people 
exercising wnat they consider their rights. 


Tho witness withdrew. 


Adjourned to to-morrow at half-past ton. 
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NINETY-NINTH DAY. 


Queen’s Robing Room, House of Lords, Wednesday, April 6th, 1898. 


Present : 

Tire Night Honourable the VISCOUNT PEEL, is the Chair. 


Tho Eight Hoii. tho Loud Windsor. 

Tlio Bight Hon. Sir Algernon West, K.C.B. 
William Si hoston Caine, Esq. 

William Graham, Esq. 

Henry Grinling, Esq. 


Samuel Hyslot, Esq. 
Ciuui.es Walkrh, Esq. 
Thomas Palmer Wmitiakku, 
Samuel Young, Esq., M.P. 


Mr. Frederic James Ball called in and examined. 

59,293. (Chairman.) I believe you aro district in- 
, g. specter of the Koyal Irish Constabulary, und are now 
. ’ stationed at Tralee ? — Yes. 

i of 59,291. You have had experience, I think, in various 
countios of Ireland ? — Yes, for about 20 years. 

59.295. Have you had much experience specially in 
connexion with tho trade in liquor? — I have had a 
general acquaintance all my service, and for the last 
10 or 11 years I have given special attention to it in 
consequence of things that came under my notice 
affecting the pence of the district. 

59.296. You are good enough to hand in returns 
relative to she Tralee district P — Yes. 


The population of tho villago is 174. That mnke3 1 to Mr. 

4.3 porsons. Then there is Causeway. The strength F.J.Ball. 

of that is a sergeant and five constables. The pen ml a- 

* •' * - ™ ulv lloanws 6 AlIRl ’I»8 


59.297. Perhaps before handing them in you will 
explain them as far as they need explanation. They 
are very clear, hut will you summarise thorn P — I have 
here a return relating to the Tralee district. Its 
approximate extent is 16 miles by 12 miles. There are 
in the district oiglit ordinary stations, uud also two 
hut stations for the special protection of individuals. 
Tho strength of tlio district forco isa district inspector, 
myscli, a head oimstubic, 20 sergeants and acting 
sergeant*, und G8 constables. The strength of Tralee 
station is, a head constable, 11 sergeants and acting 
sergoauts, SI coustablos. Tho population of the sub- 
district attachod to that station is 22,677. In the 
sab-district tlicro nro 51 six-day licenses, and 66 seven- 
day licenses, making a total of 117. 

59.298. One hundred and seventeen to a population 
of vrhatP — The population of the town of Tralee is 
9.367, and the whole of those 117 honses are in Tralee. 
That makes an average of about 1 to 80 persons. 
Thou there is the sub-district of Abbeydomey, a Binall 
village. The strength of that is a sergeant and four 
constables. Tho population of the sub-district is 2,245. 
There are in the sub-district four licensed honses — 

x-day licenses and two seven-day licenses. Two 


tion of the sub-district is 2,568. There arc six license . 
all in the village, one six-day and five seven-days. The 
population of the village is 181. That leaves a public- 
house to every 30 persons. Then there is Fenit, which 
is more or less a small fishing village near a pier. Tho 
strength there is a sergeant and four constables. Tlio 
population of the sub.aistriot is 955. There are two 
pnblic-houso seven-dny licenses. One of those is nt 
Fenit, and one is at a small fishing village about a mile 
away. Tha population of Fenit itself is 59, so there is 
one public-house to 59 people there. The next is 
Killahnu Hut. That is :i protection hut. Tlicro is no 
public-house in that sub-district. Then there is Spa. 
The strength there is a sergeant mid fonr constables . 
As a mile there are only a sergeant and thvoe constables 
there. Tho population of tho sub-district is 915. There 
are throe seven-day licenses in tlio sub-district, and 
one of those is in tho country about a mile nud a half 
from Spa. 

59.299. There arc only two questions which muse iu 
my mind npou those figures. When yon give tho 
population, us compared with licenses, you only in- 
clude tho town or village in which they arc situate P — 
Yes. 


59.300. But tho town or village, as I understand 
from those figures, snpplios at largo district round ? — 
To a certain extent, but in most coses the people living 
in tho sub-distriots get their supplies in tho largo 
town 8, such as Tralee. 

59.301. You have included Tralee P — Yer.. 


59,302. There are very few pnblio-houses, or licensed 
houses in the country districts , are there P — Thoro nro 
three of them, I think, altogether. 


of those licenses aro in the villago of Abbeydomey, and 
two othors are in the villago of Kilflyn, which is about 


e village . 

2 nules away. Thu population of Abbeydomey is 107, 
and there being two houses there it leaves an average 
of 1 to 53. The next snb-distriot is Ahabeg Hut. It is a 
protection post for the protection of an individual who 
took a farm and gave evidence in a murder case. There 
is no public-house in that sub-district. Then there is 
Ardfert. The strength thore is a sergeant and fonr 
constables. Tho population of the sub-district is 2,782. 
There aro in the sub-district five pnblio-houses— ono 


59.303. I think you put down four ; one in tho 
country? — In the Abbeydorney sub-district thore aro 
two in tho country. In the Fenit sub-diswict there is 
one in the country, and in the Spa there is ono in tfao 
conntry. That is four altogether. 

59.304. There are four in the country ? — Yea. 

59.305. And those fonr supply n considerable popula- 
tion, do not they P— They supply the people living more 
or less all round them. There are small shops attached 
in all cases.. 


and four seven -day licenses. Tho population of tho 
village is 125. The five public-houses aro iu the villago. 
That leaves 1 to every 25 porsons. Then thoro is 
Ballyhuigiio, Tho sub-district strength is a sergeant 
and four constables. The population of the sub-district 
18 3,154. There are three soveu-day licenses. The 
population of the village is 109, ana, all the pnblio- 
houses being in the village, that, is an nvorngc of 1 to 
"6. ,ln Blennorvillo tho strength is one sergeant and 
fonr constables: tho population of tho sub-distriot is 
1,465 ; three six-day licenses, ono seven-day license, 
making a total of four. All four are in tho villago. 


59,306. Therefore, when yon give ns the proportion 
of licenses to the population, yon onghb to toko into 
account, ought you not, the whole of tho counti-y district 
us woil ? — 1 went ou the prinoiple of some evidence 
which l had seen bad boon given here, of giving the 
proportion as regards the population of the town, 
because in large cities, of course, the houses supply 
peoplo from a distance who may come in, and I went on 
the samo priuciplo. 


59,307. But in those small towns or villages with a 
population, say. of 107, 181, 59, and 33 presumably, 
those licenses that exist in those villages are for tho 

O 2 
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Mr. supply not only or tho village but of a considerable 59,316. Is Sunday a market day in Tralee P— It is jf r . 
F.J.Ball. country district around? — As a matter of fact they do not exactly a market day, but there is a market fair F. J.ihli 


supply people around. 


59,308. What is the drink mostly, whisky or porter ? "T’*'* * J • "* — ' 

-In some parts of the country porter is the main parts of the country servants and workmen are engaged ! 

rink, and in other parts they 'drink a good deal of for the year— usually about the spring. omumj,. 


held — the hiring fair. ' 

59,317. Every Sunday P — Every Sunday. In other I 


whisky. I have bad a good deal of experience of the 59.318. Is it true that the pnblic-houses are open ns 


working of the Act in tlie Fermoy district in Cork, and shops in Tralee on Sunday, as we have heard they are 

in the Tralee district in Kerry ; and I should say in j n some other parts of Ireland, and that the shopping 


both those districts porter is the 
village in the Fermoy district Iw 


itaple drink. In one i s done in those public-houRes, and that, of course, a 


a told by the sergeant may suppose, drinking goes on at the same time 


not a singlo plnss of whisky to be got in any gome of tho houses, in fact, nearly all the public- 


S ublic-houso in tho village— that none oE the people honses in Tralee, nnd nearly all the average class of 
rank anything but porter. In one place they only public-houses, and lower classes of public-houses, carry 
drink one brewer’s porter. on a mixed business. Sunday is used both in Tralee 


59,309. Would that preference for porter be in consc- 
quenoe of any adulteration of the whisky, or tho shopping day ; people buy their groceries and then- 
inferior qrality of Il,e whisky? — No. I should soy it floor , ond »£ea getting an, tones ondaonr, if Cbs can 
is from an soqnted tssto. They itas » distinction » olonr. nnd » eonstshli i is not within vie thsy can 


on a mixed business. Sunday is used both in Tralee 
and in the villages, lmt especially in the villages, as a 


is from an acquired taste. They draw a distinct 
between one porter and another, and they acquir 
taste for a particular one. 


get a drink, and conceal the traces of it. 

59,319. {Mr. Young.) Is Sunday closing in force 


59,310. Speaking generally of the Tralee district, and t !' ere ?— It is i but on account of the construction and 
Kerry generally, Las any adulterated whisky como si tuat, on of the premises, in many cases Sunday closing 

under your notice P— Not in the county Kerry. As a rule, 18 a tarce t * lere ’ <*° what the police can. 


under your notice?— Not in the county 
there are very few prosecutions for adulteration of 59,320. (Chairman.) Should I be exceeding the truth Mired 
whisky, bcoause the samples sent up very seldom show by saying that in Tralee public-houses are open all day trades it 
any ndnlteration on which a prosecution could be on Sunday ?— That would not exactly describe it. They public- 
had. I have had a couple. In any case that I had are practically open all day. There are so many people boom, 
acquaintance with it was adulteration with water about who can claim to be travellers that the doors are 
only. practically kept open. As regards the sale in places 

,, „ , , , where a mixed business is carried on, that matter was 

59,311. It the samples sent up prove absence of rererre d to Mr. Butt, Q.C., a good many years ago, and 
adulteration, what are we to conclude as to the general the have been to a great extent bound by the 

character of the wln.-kv so soldP — Notvnthstandme — i... u .1 uAi 


adulteration, what a: 


character of the whisky so sold P— Notwithstanding actio ^ wken by fcho magirt&tes on the opinion he then 
tke atarach of aaj odoltorauoo a. rianra by analysis, gave, that tk. mere foot of having the Soor open will 
except by water, I nm firmly eonmnesd that other „ Wffy eouTiction. Yon mast satisfy the rnagis- 
adulteration IS used, for this reason : I have frequently tratoa that there was n. sale nr in intended Qole Tn 


, ,r : ' , . “ , . J rv , not juBtiiy conviction, xou must satisfy the rnagis- 

adulteration is iised, for this reason : I have frequently tvate3 that thcro wa8 a sft i u or M1 intended sale. In 

seen men alter fairs and markets in a slate of intoxi- pritct i ce it is very hard to satisfy the magistrates of 

cation approaching madness which I do not believe that, and the result is that we cannot get convictions, 

could over have been caused by ordinary intoxication ,, , . . , 

by liquor. I haro been told by them in the morning, 59,821. Should yon hko to see the separation of the 

whon they wore in custody after committing a serious ordinary business from the public-house proper? 

assault, that they hud nob the vaguest recollection of —Certainly; there should be no connexion between the 
what had taken place the night before. No mon wore licensed part and any portion in which other business 
more astonished than those men were, and no men w carried on, especially on Sundays. 

more regretted their action. They seemed for the 59,322. They might be on tho sumo premises then ? Wiiuenl 

time to bo absolutely unaccountable for their actions. — I should have no objection to tlioir being on the samo aetiots' 

I ascribe that to some adulteration; and I know by premises if one was distinct from tho othor, so that you premia 

general repute it is ascribed to some adulteration could, at closing hours and on Sundays, entirely shut 


which has not as yet been detected. oft' the licensed promises. I have endeavoured to get 

t i , , , , . that carried out wherever I had a conviction against 

59,312. I think you arc erabl.fi to giv. «. a voc.po , icmoJ premise.. lopnmed the remwitl of the if™ 

fov Ute adulteration of _ whisky ? Yea, I oan give a waloattfiey entirely .Cut off tho bar from tlio other 


recipe which was obtained under peculiar 


ive a nnlest they entirely shut oft' the bar from tlie other 
■cum- p ar t 0 f the premises, so that on Sundays, in particular. 


, - - ‘r . ; . pari. OI toe premises, so laac on canunys, in mrucDiar, 

stances. A very large far „ aunnally hold la a certain ; ho „ w „ ald to „ ntitB | slm J t ^ 

eonmy. If necaBary, I oan give the name of the c0 „, £ wae qnito oxporad to view. 


connty and tbe place. It is attended by people from 
all the counties around, and the fair day is looked upon 


.ses it was quite exposed to view. 

59,323. You think that change could be effected 


. the counties around, ana the toir flay is looked upon -»uu uuiuk cuwigi, “ # iu m uiaiui 

a sort of holiday for servants and workpeople. The without too violent an interference with the habits or 
owner of a public-house at that place was in jail wait- ^ ,e people ?— I think it might in many cases, hut in 


charge of manslaughter. He had some others it could not. 


got a son who worked a farm, but took no part in the 
management of the licensed premises, and while the 
father was in jail on remand, the sou rame there to see wherever I had a conviction, 
him. and, in the presence of the governor, got from the on a transfer on tho quest 
father the recipe for preporing the whisky for the fair premises, and I got it carried, 
which was about to be held. That recipe was this: ,,, , _ .. 

two gallons of new whisky, one gallon of rum, half a . ■A 325. (Mr. Young.) Is the 

n° _«• \ c Act not m force m Ireland 


the 59,324. "Were you successful in the appeals that yon 
the made? — I was indirectly. I opposed the renewal 

see wherever I had a conviction. I always raised the point 

the on a transfer on tho question of unsuitability of 


59,325. (Mr. Young.) Is the Sabbath Day Observance 


gnllmi of finish (methylated spirits of wine), four Act .not in force in Ireland?— It is, or rather it is 

gallons of water, and one drachm of sulphate of nominally in force ; that is all I can say of it. 


59,326. These persons could be prosecuted, could they 


59,313. Do you consider that a harmful compound P " ot P ~ Th « Sunday Observance Act is an Act which we 
-I do not know what would bo the effect of that whole ha 7. e " ot th ®. enforcement of. It is an Act which the 


composition, especially tlie sulphate of copper. P° ,ic0 ar<1 directed not to enforce except under some 

oiroumstanoes : for instance, carrying on games which 
59,314. At all events, you would not like to drink it P may lead to disordor or riot, but as to selling things 


—Certainly I would not drink it knowingly. I believe 
mlphnto of copper is more or less a poison. 


on tho Sabbath we have nothing to do with the 
enforcement of that. 


59,315. Are thcro many offences against the Sunday 59,327 (Chairman.) You were in the middle of an 
Closing Act? — I should say that the greater number answer when you were interrupted. Will you please 
of the offences in any part of the country that I have proceed with it P — I have always raised the suitability 
had acquaintance with have been offences against the of promises on a transfer, so as to get the bar always 
Sunday Closing Act, because it is only in large towns, shut off, because I found that in practice tbe bar was 
as a rnle, that sales take place on week-days after quite exposed to view, both on Sunday and after hours, 
hours. In the smaller towns in the country most The magistrates in every case where shutters could be 


hours. I n the smaller towns in the country most The magistrates in every case where shutters could be 

people get homo lieforo 10 or 11, as the case may be, or put up, acceded to my request, and they made that a 

say half-past 11; so there is not much demand for condition upon granting the transfer. I raised the 

liquor after closing . hours on a week-day. The main questions on renewal wherever I had one conviction. I 

pore of the offences is on Sunday. opposed the renewal of the license, and npon their 
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Vr . promising to put up shutters or slides shutting off the 
r J Ball . bar, I withdrew the opposition. At first when I Med 
that, I was opposed on it; it was insisted I had no law 
for it, but I carried my point, and I hare ever since 
worked on that. 

„ . Sc of 59,328. Seeing that so much business is done on 
Sunday in Tralee, should I he wrong in saying that 
^ijjv Sunday is one of the most profitable days for the pnbli. 
rfog- can P— It is, on account of the illicit traffic. It is not 

necessarily so; the ordinary shop business done on 
Sunday would not lead to much profit to the publican. 
It iB the illicit traffic that does. 

59.329. Illicit traffic under the gniee of shopping ? — 
Yes, aud under no gnis6 at all, simply slipping in and 
getting a drink. The illicit traffic done under the 
guise of shopping in Tralee itself is comparatively 
small, in the villages it is a good deal. 

59.330. You made an attempt, did you not, to 
ascertain the state of the facts in a certain town?— 
Yes, in the town of Fermcy. 

Condition 59,331. What is the population? — It is 6,4,21, and 
ofpablic- the number of public-houses is 83. 
houses in 59,332. Do those houses do a largo business on 
tamoy. Sunday? — Like every other town I have known. 

59.333. I suppose they are very small houses ? — Some 
of them, others are good sized houses ; some are very 
fine establishments, and those are well-conducted. 

59.334. They would do comparatively little business 
on the week-day ? — On the week-day I visited every 
single house there, and examined the premises, and iii 
many cases when I required some alterations to be 
made the publicans complained of the expense on the 
ground that they were making next to nothing on the 
premises ; that there was so little business going on. 

59.335. Thoro being very little business going on 
in the week-day I suppose no new licenses have been 
granted P — On the contrary, frequently applications 
were made, and I had great difficulty in keeping down 
the licenses. I got some rejected, but others were 
occasionally granted. 

59.336. Were those honses to which the new licenses 
were granted structurally or sanitarily fit fora license ? 
— As far as I recollect, not. None of them was what I 
call suitable considering the size of the town, but a 
great number of those already licensed were in an 
infinitely worse position. Some were so bad that 
when visitin g them I could not stand in the yard to 
make my notes. I had simply to glance round and 
run into the house, I could not stand the stench. In 
some of thorn I had to pick my way through liquid 
pig filth floating all about the yard. I do not know 
how people live in them. I was two days on the duty, 
and after I came away from the houses on each day I 
had a headache. 

Eett of 59,387. Then there is great competition for business, 
mete _ I suppose, among these small houses which are con- 
ernpeti- gestea together in these comparatively small towns ? — 
***• Great competition. 

59,338. What effect has that on the quality of the 
liquor or the amount of the traffic P — I should say the 
effect is that the quality of the liquor supplied is 
inferior, and as they cannot compete with the better 
class of public-houses during open hours, most of their 
business, and the business which makes it profitable 
for them to remain open, is done after hours and on 
Sundays. 

; frMj« 59,339. Coming to ihe general state of public opinion 
pinion in in Tralee, should you say it was adverse or favourable 
lraIec - to the publican P — I should say that general opinion 
there, except amongst the very much more respectable 
and some of those who are strongly opposed to 
drinking, is that they do not much care one way or 
the other, others who wish to get a drink would be 
very strongly in favour of things being left as they 
are. 


Uagis- 59,340. If you arc willing to give us your impression 
^fejand of the magistrates’ bench, what should you say was 
PWcang. their attitude towards the publicans ?— From wlmt I 
have oliserved and the facts which I can quote, the 
general attitude of the Bench there is extremely 
favourable to tho publicans, and the police are nob at 
all supported in their action. 

59,341. Does canvassing prevail there as we have 
heard it does in other parts?— Yes, canvassing ex- 
tensively prevails there, 


59.342. Has it ever been noticed by the magistrates Mr. 

themselves or by the clergy? — I am aware that one F. J. Bali. 
magistrate there took very strong action about it. He — — 

was a resident magistrate. Ho openly commented on 6 April '98 

the Bench about what he saw going on when lie saw 

the way cases were dealt with, and the action of certain Cauvass- 
magistrates. He openly, in the presence of the court, mg. 
asked several magistrates when they came in, “ Well 

“ So-and-So, what is the job to-day?" There was 
one particular magistrate — two of them were present — 
who openly would tell the sergeant to go out and get 
another magistrate “ because Mr. So-and-So aud I can 
never agree." I saw published some time ago. aud I 
have got here a copy of a very strong letter written by 
the Most Reverend Dr. O’Dwyer, Bishop of Limerick. 

It deals with a licensing ease in Limerick. I also have 
a copy of a letter written in connexion with that 
written by Dr. O’Shaughnessy, one of the magistrates 
present on the hearing of the ease. 

59.343. Protesting against canvassing? — Ho dealt 
first with a ease that lmtl been tried at potty sessions. 

59,34*1'. Who did P — The Most Rovorcud Dr. O'Dwyer, Letter 
in which it appeared to him the evidence was con- from 
clusively strong, and which was dismissed. He dealt bishop of 
with the evidence for the prosecution and with the Limerick, 
evidence for the defence, and gave his opinion very 
strongly about the defence. He thou went on and 
dealt with canvassing. He said : '• If it were a mere 
“ mistake of judgment in a difficult case I conld 
“ understand it; but I know of my own personal 
“ knowledge that, as a vale, the magistrates are 
“ canvassed, and the Bench is packed for the trying 
“ of such cases. As soon as ever a publican is detected 
“ he and his friends can be seen, for days before the 
“ petty sessions, going around the houses of the magis- 
“ trates to influence their judgment, and get them co 
“ sit on the Bench tho following Friday as partisans 

instead of jndges. 'That is a scandalous and shocking 
“ state of things, and it raises the question, if we are 
“ to have any hope of dealing successfully witli what 
“ is the most colossal evil amongst us. whether the 
“ right thing would nos be so have every such case 
“ taken out of the hands of the unpaid magistrates, 

“ and confined to officials such as the magistrates of 
“ Dublin, who would deal independently in the ud- 
“ ministration of the law. Recently this abuse of 
“ Sunday drinking has gone so far that the Director of 
“ the Confraternity of the Holy Family felt it his duty 
“ to go before tho magistrates and appeal to them to 
“ put it down. There was then for some time a display 
“ of zeal on all sides, hut already they have flagged, 

“ with the result to which I have called your attention 
11 this evening. A publican was recently fined 5Z., and 
“ with an independence that was most delightful, the 
“ magistrates acrowed up their courage to mark tho 
“ penalty on the back of his license. They further- 
“ more, with great uprightness, refused a certificate 
“ for the renewal of this license at petty sessions. All 
11 this gave us great hope that a new era was going to 
“ begin, but imagine our feelings when we learned that 
“ that same license, which was so justly forfeited, had 
“ been transferred by the same magistrates to the 
“ son-in-law of the man convicted, and that the trade 
“ is being carried on by the same family, who must 
“ have laughed very heartily at the very profitable 
“ farce in which they and the magistrates had played 
“ so remarkable a part.’’ 

59.345. What was the date of that letter ? — 11th 
October 1893. It was written to the “ Munster Nows,” 
iu Limerick. 

59.346. Do you think any reform has taken place Letter 
since then P — I have not had personal acquaintance from Dr. 
with Limerick, but judgiug by some of the reports I O’Shaugh- 
have seen in the paper, I should think it has had some nessy. 
elfoct. There is a letter from Dr. O’Shaughnessy, one 

of the magistrates, dealing with the same case, in reply 
to the bishop’s letter. 

59.347. Is it to the same effect?— It is dated the 
14th October 1893, aud is written to the “ Limerick 
Uhronicle.” 

59.348. Can you give us tho purport of it? — He 
says he was there, and that he quite agreed with his 
lordship about the case being clearly proved. He said 
he was one of the magistrates who voted for a convic- 
tion, and he then goes on to speak strongly about the 
misery and demoralization resulting from excessive 
drinking in Limerick. He says: “I am in a position 
“ to. state that if the children of such parents were 
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3 f r “ removed from our jails, reformatories, industrial 
F, J. Ball, “ schools, and penitentiary, those institutions in a 

“ very short time would be all emptied, and as a 

5 April ’98 “ consequence tho overtaxed ratepayers of Limerick 

“ would be m.'tarially benefited.” 

Packing 59,349. Speaking from your own personal observation, 

ind can- have you over soon cases in Tralee which would warrant 
vassing yon in coming to the belief that the magistrates wore 
the bench, acting, I will say in a singular manner P — I have. If 
the Commission wishes, 1 can give actual facts. I can 
state what evidenoo wns putin in certain cases, and 
what was the result of those cases. 

59,350. I do not warn, yon to re-try the cases, bnt do 
you know any instance of anything taking place which 
was palpably irregular? — I can stato certain facts that 
were proved, and I can state the action taken ky the 
magistrate. I can also state something observed by a 
conxtnblo as regards, 1 might call it, packing the bench. 
Thero was a trader in Tralee who carries on a very 
respectable business and occupies a good position there. 
Ho supplios liquor to a good many of the smaller 
publicans. When cases against publicans were for 
bearing he was frequently seen to corno into court and 
hand up notes to certain magistrates who were on the 
bench. A magistrate in Tralee told mo that he had 
given np attendiug the sessions on account of the way 
in which he was so constantly canvassed by publicans 
beforehand when a ease was Coming on. Another 
magistrate told tho same tiling to a constable. I think 
that during tho last year and nine months or so I have 
seen that magistrate on the bench only twice, ana I do 
not believe he has ever acted in a public-house case. 
Justices Then on another occasion there was a public- house 
brought in -»sa up for hearing which had to be brought on four 
by pnbli- times before a definite order could be got. This was 

cans. what was observed by tho police. The owner of the 

public-house let cars for hire. A certain magistrate 
lived not very far outside the town. The day was very 
wet. A covered car belonging to the publican went out 
anil brought this magistrate in, and dropped him at tho 
court. It then drove dowu to the houses of two other 
magistrates j the constable was watching ; it went to 
four magistrates ; the constable was watching, and some 
of these magistrates woro brought np to the court. 

59,851. That only goes to show tluit he gave the 
magistrates n. lift, on a wet day ? — Yes. He wont and 
liroiiglit I In an in iqieoinlly ; that is the view I take of it. 
Facts of h 59,852. What wus the action of those magistrates P — I 
particular con tell you wliut the result of the case was. I can tell 
■use. you, if it. is required, what tho facts were winch were 
put before tho magistrate.':. Tho result of tho case was 
this : On tho first occasion there were six magistrates 
present ; tho case was marked “ No rule.” It was 
then brought on again; there were eight magistrates 
present and it was marked “ No rule.” It was brought 
on a third time ; there were nine magistrates present 
mid it wns marked “ D.W.P.,” that is: Dismissed 
Vide without prejudice. (Sec Appendix VII.) 

Appendix 59,853. W era those four magistrates who were brought 
up present on ouch ocoasiou? — I believe they were. 
One of them was present ouce ; one of them was pre- 
sent on each of the four hearings ; one was present tnreo 
times, and one was present three times. 

59,854 What wns the nltimato result of the case P — 
On the fourth hearing thero wero seven magistrates 
present, mid it was dismissed on the merits. 


of the premises, although a man who drank a good deal 
and paid no attention to his business, was a very in- r V „ 
fluential man. We found it very difficult to get con- ’ D ‘‘ 
victions, but still, on the 5th October 1891, he was fined 
31. and recorded. I am now dealing with cases that 
occurred within five years before these proceedings. 

On the 2nd October 1893 ho was fined 21., and on the 
12th April 1896 he was fined 2/. and the ca.^e was re- 
corded. These men used to remain nlxrat the premises, 
and they were frequently seen going away in the even- 
ing more or less under the influence of drink and all 
hilarious. The police visited the premises on Sunday 
26tl» July 1896 at 9.45 p.m. ‘ 

59,356. Is this tho Foresters’ meeting caseP Yes. 

Mrs. Brosnan was in the bur. There were some 
persons standing at tho counter, tho back door was 
open, and there were three men standing in the tap- 
room, quite close to tho bar. One of the men lived iu 
Tralee, another lived some distance beyond the three- 
mile limit from Tralee, and tho third lived somu 
distance from Tralee. Thoro woro also three men with 
tho publican. Ho said ho hail iuvitod them in — three 
men living about tho place and tlio publican was 
drunk. 

59,857. Wns that proved before the court P — Yes. 

The constable asked Mrs. Brosnan, tho publican’s 
wife who came out, what tho men wore doing there, 
and she said her husband hud invited Doo'lan, and 
that tho two Ryles wero travellers. The constable told 
Mrs. Brosnan that William Ryle was not a traveller, 
and she said that he was. 

59.358. How was this connected with tho meeting of 
the Foresters — were these men Foresters? — No. bnt 
this is dealing with the case which was brought on four 
times, and I thought yon wished to get tho facts proved 
before the magistrates ? 

59.359. This is a previous case P — It is the caso which 
was brought on four times and was finally dismissed on 
the merits. I was about to give tho facts. 

59.360. 1 thought the gravamen of the charge agauist 
this house was that thero wns a Foresters’ meeting 
taking plaoe there on a Sunday? — That is a master to 
which I will refer Inter on on tho question of not 
allowing any societies to meet in licensed premises. 

59.361. Then ire ivro not dealing wil.lt that Foresters’ 
raise now P — No, not at all. Well, the constable told 
Ryle that ho was not a traveller ; that lie did not live 
three miles from Tralee. I.tylo said ho thought lie was 
a traveller ; the publican’s wilo put tho liquor into his 
hand, alter that statement was inn do and told him to 
drink it, anil ho d-anlc it. Kyle was examined for the 
defence on one of these occasions, ami he was asked 
whether Mrs. lirosnau hiul asked I him any question 
before she wont to get the drink, and hi: said, she hail 
nob asked him any question, that nobody hail asked 
him whether lio was a traveller nin.il tlio constable 
came in and said he was not a traveller. Under the 
28th section of the Act of 1874, if it were proved that 
the publican tixik reasonable precautions and honestly 
believed that the man was a traveller he was entitled to 
sell him liqnor without being held responsible. It was 
proved in this caso, on the evidence of tho woman’s own 
witness, that she asked no question before supiilvingtho 
drink, and that oven after the: constable said that die 
man was not a traveller she put tho drink into his hand 
and insisted on his drinking it. 


59,355. What was tho charge ? — The charge was — 
being open for sain, and for soiling on Sunday. I can, 
if required, give yon what tho facts proved were. I 
have tho police roporb here. The facts proved were 
these. 'Phis was a house where tho Society of Foresters 
had a room upstairs ; they used tho place as a club. 
During tho whole of Sunday there were men — members 
or alleged nu mbers of tho society — hanging about tho 
premises. They spout most of their time about tho 
doorway and in the hall-way. This hall-way led to tho 
back of tho promises and led upstairs. Off tlio hall-way 
there wero four or five doors, I forget which, opening 
into tho shop. There was a door openiug direct from 
tho shop into tho 6treot, and there was a door opening 
from tho back of tho sliop into the kitchen premises. 
Those doors oponing into tlio hall-way were frcquently 
opon, 1 might almost say usually open, on Sundays, and 
these men being hanging about in the hall-way could 
easily get a drink if there was no constable in view for 
jnsi; ono hull' minute. There wore di llr rent cases brought 
up against the lumso and some convictions were got. 
In other cases wo could not get convictions. The owner 


59,362. Whac wns the result ? — Tho final result was 
that that case was dismissed on the merits, although 
there was evidence that she had not asked a singlo 
question before supplying tho drink, and that the man 
was not, as a matter of fact, a traveller. 

59,368. Are applications frequently made and 
repeated before tin > same court iu Tralee for a license. 8 
— For now licenses P 

59,864. Yes? — So far ns I recollect at Tralee somu ltepeatol 
now licenses haw boon granted, and any that were npplica- 
refused wore nob brought on again during my tioos. 
acquaintance with Tralee. Thore was a case with 
which I had acquaintance in the county Cork. An 
application had boon made for a now license at 
Youghal. It came on at tho Midd'eton quarter 
sessions, and was opposed by tho police. It ratine on, 

I think, somewhere about fonr or five times, and on 
each occasion was opposed. It was opposed and 
refused at tho annual licensing quarter sessions held at 
Middleton. The quarter session is held at Ferraoy in 
tho same division and on alternate quarters. At tho FenB0 -’ 
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January sessions at L’erraoy an application for the 
i Ball, license wna made there ; the police opposed, amongst 
other grounds alleging that this was not the sessions 


at which it should he made ; that it ought to be mndo 
only at the annual licensing quarter sessions. It 
happened that at this particular quarter sessions the 
hearing of license applications did not come 


the case. A detection was made in the house of a man Mr. 
who held a six-day licom-ie. It was made on a Sunday y. J. Ball. 

at 10 a.m. There wove three men found on the pie- 

mises who wore rather above the class usually fovmci on 6 April -9S 
licensed premises on a Sunday. The pnblioan himself — — 

came down, and ho said he would not wish for 50 1. that 
the case had happened, and he begged the constable not 


the usual day, anil did not come on until three days to report it. Thu constable said ho hail no option but 
afterwards. There were three magistrates present, to report it ; that ho should do his duty. An incident 
and during my acquaintance with the place, oxtending tool; pluoo during tho week of which I have privuto 
to soven years and 11 mouths, I had never seen those information, but I do not intend to use it just now. I 
magistrates on tho bench, and 1 was aware that they will toll you what I have official information of. A 
lived, some of thorn, 20, 25, or 30 miles away. They summons wns issued and served ; the summons was for 
attended on the first day and they remained there, hearing on the following Monday. On the Friday two 
stopping at an hotel during the three days. Finally, magistrates attended at the district inspector’s offico 
when tho case can io on on tuo third day it was refused at tho constabulary barracks, and hold a court 
on the ground that, it was not tbo proper sessions, and thcro. One of those magistrates was a brewer's 
the magistrates went away. These three magistrates agent. They sent for the constable and heard 
were men in straightened circumstances, and the the case iu tho absence of the publican and in tbo 
general belief and report was that they hod received absence of the three men who were found on the 
liberal expenses for attending there and remaining for premises. Tho constable was not sworn, but he was 
threo days at_au hotel — that thoy could not afford to called upon to state his complaint against this publican, 
do it otherwise. That came on afterwards at tho He stated his complaint, and after lie hnd stated it one 
propor sessions at Middleton. There was then the magistrate said, " I. would fine him IV The othor 
largest attendance of magistrates I ever saw at Mid- Baid. “No, I would dismiss it.” The constable was 
dlcton. There was not room for them on the bench ; ordered to leave the office, and after lie loft the office 
they were standing on the steps of the bench closely the magistrates decided to dismiss the onso. On the 
packed; they were standing iu the passages, and there following court day — the following Monday — tho caso 
""" J ' nml ”i the body of the court was entered on the books iu tbe ordinary course for 
i the proceedings at all. hearing, and when it was called on tue same 


; least one down 

apparently taking no part i A 

The magistrates took the evidence in a lot of cases and 
thoy retired to consult. When they wore retiring a 
relative of ®ue of tho applicants rushed over to the 
magistrate who was down in the body of the court, and 


magistrates were tho only ones present, and thoy m 
the caso “ Dismissed without prejudice ” without a 
single witness being called or examined, ami the part 
.of the order- book in which the names of witnesses 
apparently not acting with the rest, and in my hearing should be entered is completely blank. I can give a 
said to him : “ Are not you a magistrate P G o in ana number of other cases. I can givo one that is rather a 
vote.” He got him by the shoulders and pushed him peculiar one. This was a prosecution I had myself 3rd ci 
on beforo him up the passage until he pushed him with against, a man named Flahive. On Sunday, 1st August 
a final push into tho midst of tho magistrates who 1897, at 10 minutes past 11 p.m., a sergeant and oou- 
were retiring, and this magistrate went iu with tho stable were practically iu ambush in tho streets of 
others. The license iu that particular case wa3 granted Tralee. They were sitting on a window stool in a dark 

place, and sitting on a window stool in a recess a person 
would easily pass by without observing thorn. They 
an whom they immediately afterwards recog- 
nised as Collins coming out of a lane-way off this 
street; ho went up to the public-honse, which was 
practically opposite the sergeunt and constable, lie 
11 S lve ’ turned up his head, as if speaking to somebody in tho 

59,366. Will you givo ua a salient cusoP — I will givo window; the constable could not hoar wiiafc took place, 

n couple of rather Btrong ones. First, I may tell you After a short delay the toon turned book and went down 

of a caso which occurred in my district a short time the lano-way in which he lived. He came book in a short 

before I went there. I was informed officially of it by time with something in his hand ; they could not dis- 

tho sergeant. A detection was made For soiling a short languish exactly what it was. He went up to the door 

time beforo opening hours, I think about a quarter to 7 of tho public-house ; somebody was standing by the door ; 

on a week day. Woll, it was not a very serious case, the door was opened, and the man handed something 

because I do not attach so much importance to sales towards the door, and he walked away up tho street, 

during closing hours in the week time as to sales on a and the door was shut. After a while the man came 

Surnluy, and tho police would have been quite satisfied back, and he reccivccl^from the^persou in the door 

if they had got a conviction without pressing for any something whitish, 
substantial punishment. Tho case could not " *■“ 1 XT “ 


there that day. 

59,365. Apart from the question of licenses, take the 
oase of offences ; have you ever known cases leniently 
treated for offcuoos which iu your opinion wore grave P 
—I have known numbers of them. I have soveral macs 
here which I v 


dofended; no attempt i 


i made at a defence, and 
there wns a pmctical admission and plea of guilty. 
The magistrates said it was a very mild case, and they 
would only fine 10s. It was pointed out that there had 
a previous conviction, and that there was ~ 


That is all tire police were 
able to detect. Ho walked away and turned down 
the lane-way. The constable and sergeant followod 
him into his house. They got there about half a minute 
after him; he had zone out through the kitchen to a sort 
of yard — half yard and half apartment — at the back. 
They followed him out there, and the Borgoiuit found. 


power to fino less than 20*. They did not think tbo practically behind the door near which this 
caso was sufficiently severe to morit a penalty of 20 k., standing, a jug containing two or threo pints of freshly 
and thev were (li.seus.smu as to what they should do. drown porter with froth upon it. On that evidence I 


Just then another magistrate drove up who had not prosecuted the publican. 1 prosecuted him nuder the 
been in court before. He came almost galloping to tho third section for selling without a license, because he 
court door ; ho came into tho court, and without having was a six-day license-holder. Some short time beforo 


hoard a single word of the evidence given in tho case I had prosecuted _ and got convictions under the same 

ho took part in the discussion after the magistrates had section, aud poblioans were iulormea that on a second 

decided to convict, and when thoy were discussing about conviction they would forfeit their licenses, therefore 
the penally, he took part in tho discussion and got tho this publican had a particular interest ir. specially 

magistrates to dismiss the caso. defending this ousc. 1 he constable and tho sergeant 

.. ... , .. t, gave evidence, and proved what I stated. I had got 

59.367. That was told you by your predecessor r By w j tnoases ou t 0 f court at the commencement of tho 

my sergeant, who began the prosecution, aud the proaeou tion. The publican got up then, and swore 
sergeant told mo that tbo magistrate had afterwards jjad not boen talking to anybody from tho 

told him that he attended the court ou a letter of ivindow above ; that this man had been only once at his 

request received from a magistrate in another petty h(yasp The p 0 n co had seen him at tho door twice, 

sessions district to attend and do what he could tor mall Clim0 back a second time ; he swore the only 
this publican. I will now give what is even a stronger ^ing t j, 0 man asked for was change, and that he did 
cose - not get the change, or anything else ; the man Collins 

59.368. From your own observation P— ' No, it is a was then produced. In reply to questions from me, 

detection made by a constable. I have hero the tho publican said he knew this man well ; that ha was 

Original notebook,' with 1* original note. of tte case, a regular oostomej of hi,, imd frequently came to hi, 

« well as Ida report. I also cxaiiiiiod tho station booh, hoaso | that ho had plenty of ohirego that Sunday, and 

to see a e entries m„de about tho care, and I examined that the reason he refared to supply thin customer with 

tho court older hook, and saw the entries made about change, was that he did not want to bring in the police 

O 4 
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,, about the house. The man Collins was then produced, 

V JBall and 110 swore 110 had S° ue tiere 110 S et ciliia S c of » 

‘ J' ' shilling, in order to pay part of the shilling to a man 

6 April ’98 living in his house to whom he owed money for work 

_ done In reply to questions from me he insisted that 

he only wanted the change of a shilling ; that he got no 
drink ; that he did not ask for any drink and that the 
man for whom he wanted the change wanted to go out 
then and buy some tilings iu shops. 1 called his 
attention to the fact that this was after 11 o'clock 
on a Sunday night, and I asked him, “Wlmt did 
the man want to buy at that hour ? " He said he did 
not know, but there were things sold at that honr ; be 
deuied that he knew anything about the jug in which the 
porter was found ; he denied that he was standing near 
it. Then an old man was produced whom the constable 
had not seen, but who, it was alleged, was upstairs when 
the constable called. He swore that this jug of porter 
•which the constable found was the remains of three or 
four gallons which had been got the night before for 
seven or eight of them to drink, and that a short time 
before tko constable came in this had been put in that 
jug by himself and had been taken out into the yard. 

I cross-examined him and asked him, Did he expect 
any bench of magistrates to believe that seven or eight 
men living in that lane-way and having got in three 
Ojr four gallons of porter oil the Saturday night would 
have left a single drop of it after an hour, let alone 24 
horn's ? and he said he did expect them to believe it. 

I asked him then was it a fact that there was froth on 
this porter, and he said there was. I asked him , “ How do 
“ you account for the fact that froth was on this porter 
“ if it were porter that was got before 11 o’clock on 
“ Saturday night ? ” — that is 24 hours before. His 
explanation of that was this, that if you mix soap and 
water and put that into porter and stir it up you can 
put a nice head of froth on it. He was ordered off the 
table. There were only two magistrates on the bench : 
one a resident magistrate, and the other a magistrate 
who supplies this man Flahi ve with flour and meal. I 
thought after the exhibition the witness had made of 
himself there ought to be no difficulty about getting a 
conviction, notwithstanding things that I knew before, 
but the other magistrate would not agreo to a conviction, 
aud there being only two present, we conld not get a 
conviction. 

59,369. And the case was dismissed P — I asked to have 
it adjourned as tbo bench was divided, and it was 
adjourned for the attendance of other magistrates The 
following court day wo got a conviction. The publican 
appealed, and the conviction was upheld on appeal ; 
the county court judge condemning the defence very 
strongly. This old man was produced the second time 
to prove about the soap aud water ; he was very much 
under the influence of drink, and was ordered off the 
table, aud did not complete his evidence. We got the 
conviction affirmed. I could give numbers of other 
cases of tho same class. 

Other cases 59,370. I think that will be sufficient unless you have 
available. anything of a different character P — They are all of 
much the samo stamp, but I can givo hosts of them. 

59,371. Would this house which you say has a six- 
day license be open on a Sunday for the sale of other 
things than liquor ? — It might be not exactly open, but 
people might bo passing in aud out. In some places 
they do not keep the door open. If the police find them 
thero they say they come for tea or sugar. 

Mixed 59,372. There would be nothing irregular in a person 

trudeB in going into a house at 11 o’clock on a Sunday night in 
public- the case of a public-house with a six-day license if he 
houses. hand fide purchased groceries P — My own opinion upon 
that is very strong. I do not believe such a case should 
be permitted at all, because if a man is allowed to go in 
there and get what he calls a box of matches, in one 
half minute he can get a drink unless the licensed 
portion is entiroly Bhut off, and in most of these cases 
it is not shut off. 

59.373. Does a six-day license legally prevent a man 
soiling haberdashery, flour, bakery, or anything of that 
sort P — No ; and if you have a prosecution it is entirely 
n matter of opinion for the magistrates whether the 
evidence put forward is sufficient to prove to the court 
that there was a sale or an intended sale, and it is very 
difficult to establish that to tho satisfaction of most 
benches. 

59.374. That would, I presume, be another reason 
why yon would like to seo the sale of liquor separated 
entirely from the sale of other things ? — Most certainly. 


59,375. Do you think, speaking generally after the jj, 
oases you have given us, that if the magistrates did act F. J i c " 
up to the full extent of their powers under the law, the — ~ 
administration of the law in Tralee would bo exceed- p restEt 
ingly satisfactory?— I consider that taking the whole Hcens'm- 
of the country generally, Tralee and other places, if the authority, 
magistrates enforced the law as it at present stands in 
a reasonable but firm spirit, it would practically be 
sufficient to meet the requirements of all cases. There 
are some points on which tho law might be improved, 
but with a strong bench enforcing the law in a reason- 
able and proper spirit I would undertake to keep any 
district in proper order as regards licensing matters. 

59,370. Do I understand yon to give up all hope of 
the present licensing authority administering the law 
in that wayP — Absolutely, unless our hands are 
strengthened, and particularly by giviug us the right 
of appeal, which I will deal with further on. I have 
found that in cases where I have had a strong or fairly 
strong bench I have not had muoh difficulty about the 
Licensing Acts, because when tho publicans found 
what was before them, that the police were doing their 
duty and the magistrates theirs, they took core not to 
come before the bench, especially if the bench recorded 
convictions. 

59.377. I suppose you do know cases to the credit of 
the bench, do you nob P — Most certainly. I have known 
cases where they have fined substantially, and I have 
known eases, but they are rave, in which they have put 
convictions on record to mark their sense of the defence 
put in. I do not say that all magistrates are alike. I 
am dealing with the class of cases that frequently come 
under my notice. Some of tho magistrates were not 
consenting to what was done. 

59.378. You have known cases, I suppose, whore the 
magistrates, having to deal with a case in which 
evidence was given against a man, have come to the 
conclusion that that evidence was perjured, and have 
disregarded it altogether P — I sometimes have found 
cases where the magistrates have apparently gone dead 
against the evidence that wits given to them, which 
evidence had not been shaken in the least in cross, 
examination or otherwise, and I have found cases where 
the magistrates went dead against admitted law which 
was quoted to them. 

59.379. I was trying to elicit from you whether you 
knew many cases in which the magistrates had acted 
with credit to themselves by disregarding evidence 
which, though strong in one way, was evidently of a 
perjured character? — I have. For instance, there was 
this case about the soap and water. It was too 
ridiculous to be believed; but I have known cases 
where apparently strong evidence was put in, but the 
magistrates disbelieved it because it was improbable. 

59.380. Speaking generally, yon think tho licensing 
authority must he reformed, and you would reform it 
by abolishing itP — I should veiy much like to have 
some measure taken which would put the licensing 
authority beyond suspicion. I believe that the present 
licensing authority ought to be abolished if you arc to 
have it beyond suspicion ; bub as that measure would be, 

I am afraid, rather too drastic, I bavo not suggested it 
because I wish to suggest only wliat may bo considered 
feasible. I think it would be a good thing if the 
recorder was made licensing authority, as was suggested 
yesterday, or the county court judge, with the assist- 
ance of resident magistrates, and with an appeal to the 
judge of assize. I have not put that forward because I 
doubted whether it would be feasible to have it granted. 

59.381. Dealing with the licensing authority as it 
stands, and assuming for the moment that it continues, 
what would you suggest ? — In that case what I would 
suggest, as the way to strengthen it, would be the 
powor of appeal. 

59.382. An appeal to the county court judge?— As 
regards the grant of licenses. 

59,388. Is there a recorder in Tralee ? — No ; there is Posino" - 
a county court judge. There is a recorder in Oork. 

59.384. Tho county court judgo in Traleo sits alone P j u jg e . 

— No, he sits with the magistrates j and there is always 

a special attendance of magistrates on licensing days. 

59.385. Does the county court judge also sit as 
chairman of the meetings of the magistrates outside 
the limits of Tralee ? — Yes, all through the country 
generally. The recorder of Oork in Cork city sits 
alone, but outside Oork, in the county Oork, he site 
with the magistrates. The magistrates are supposed 


Pn 
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to take the law from him on any point, but in Borne 
- jBall • cases tlie J wiU not do ic ' 

59,886. He has a casting vote, I suppose? — No, he 
has not. There is a decision on that point. 

59.387. (Sir Algernon West.) Ho has equal powerB to 
other magistrates ? — The only thing is, if they take the 
law from him he has a power in that way j but in many 
cases they will not. 

59.388. And ho is powerless P — Practically powerless. 
Sometimes if he takes a very strong line lie can in a 
sort of way make tho magistrates ashamed of going 
against him. _ I heard from a county court judge of 
one case which was conclusively proved. It came 
beforo him on appeal. It was not a licensing Act case. 
There were two magistrates present who had not 
attended the court before. The cn.se was absolutely 
proved beyond doubt; and when he turned to those 
magistrates ho said, “ I suppose we have nothing to do 
hut to affirm.” “ Oh, well, 1 am nor, nr all satisfied,” 
says one of these men — a salmon had been found in a 
man’s net — ‘ ‘ I am not at all satisfied that we have 
'• sufficient evidence to prove that it was the man who 
" put the salmon into tue net himself.” “Well, I nm 
quite satisfied,” said the county court judge, “ and I 
will confirm the conviction ” ; and without taking their 
opinion at all he confirmed the conviction. 

59.389. (Chairman.) Are public-houses very much eon- 
aMwin gested; are they very near together in Tralee?— They 
Inlee. are ; and in some cases if a man was blindfolded, and put 

standing hi the centro of the street, and spun round a 
couple of times, and started off in no particular direction, 

I do not suppose he could go 20 yards without striking 
the door of a public-house. 

59.390. That would not apply to the country P — It 
applies to other towns almost equally. 

56.391. But not to the country ? — Not to the country. 
There was one case to which I make reference, whore 
a street is about 40 yards, or it might he 45 yards, 
long. It is so narrow that two carts cannot pass— each 
cart must be closo to the footpath, and, if a dray, one 
wheel would have to go on the footpath. There were 
12 public-houses in the street ; one has been bought out 
and extinguished within the last three months. 

R'nsMe 59,392. Arc there enough wayside public-houses in 
jabfic- tba country to supply the legitimate wants of the 

loaes. travelling public P—1 should sav that there are far too 

many of them. These wayside public-houses act as 
traps for men who aro half drunk coming home from 
markets or fairs. 

59.393. You arc not speaking of Kerry uowP— I am 
speaking of any part of the country. 

59.394. But not Kerry P — I can give a case in Kerry. 

59.895. I understood that iu the district of Tralee, for 
instaucc, there were only four houses in the country, as 
compared with a larger number in the town itself? 
—Yes. 

59.896. How far does that scatcity of public-houses 
extend in Kerry, in the country P — There are only four 
in the country in the Tralee district. In one direction, 
there is a place called Feint, seven miles from Tralee, 
and there are two public-houses a mile apart at Feuit ; 
and in that seven miles there are three public-houses, so 
that a man leaving Tralee to go to Feme may have 
drinks from three public-houses cn his way. 

59.397. Was not Feuit one of the cases which you 
gave ? — I mentioned Feuit a while ago. 

59.398. Did not you give it us in your statistics? 
—Yes. Spa is direct between Fcnit and 'Tralee. 

69.399. What do we understand by the district of 
Tralee ; what area does io cover P — About 16 miles 
by 12. 

59.400. Outside that district in the country you 
think there are a good many too many wayside public- 
houses? — Another district commences outside that. 
I liavo not a personal knowledge of those other 
districts, but I take it from my general experience that 
much tlio same state of things exists there. I know 
that thero are some public-houses out in the country, 
and I take it the same thing exists all over the whole 
country. I have known several cases of wayside 
public-houses away from any police barracks, and away 
from police control. 

59.401. In granting licenses should you require as a 
reform in the law that the man should bo the bond fide 
Owner of the house? — I would require that he should 


be the bond fide tenant of the house and owner of the Mr. 
license. F. J. Ball. 

59.402. Is there such a thing as tied tenants iu . ., , 93 
Ireland? — I strongly object to tied tenants. I have - 

had to do with two eases in particular which made me 
form a very strong opinion about what are called 
tied licenses here, but what are called over there 
brewery licenses. 

59.403. What objection do you make against a tied 
tenant or a brewery tenant, as sncli ? — The objection 
I had was that the brewery did not seem to exercise 
that control over the tenants that it is supposed they 
exercise in order to have the law efficiently and 
properly carried ont. 

59.404. It would be their interest, would it not, to 
put in a respectable tenant P — So yon would suppose. 

59.405. Are there many tied tenants in Kerry ? — Thero 
aro a good number. I do not know the exact number, 
bat I can give particulars as regards two in particular 

which came specially under my notice. At Itatheormac, Case of a 
in the county Oork, there was a brewery license trans- tied house, 
ferred to a man named James Noonan. Noonan was a 
farmer, and he lived about five miles from the village. 

The public-house was to be managed by his sister, who 
was to live on the premises. On the 30th June 1890 
thero was a prosecution against Noonan. It was dis- 
missed with a caution. On the 7th of December 1890 
thero was another proseontion dismissed with a caution. 

On the 11th of October 1891 fined 10s., not recorded ; 
on the 16th April 1893 fi nod 11., not recorded; on the 
23rd April 1893 fined 21., not recorded. The local 
agont of the brewery lived in the village nearly 
opposite the public-house, aud must have hoa personal 
knowledge of what was going on there, and of the local 
rumour about the general way in which the house was 
conducted. Yet tho brewery took no action as to 
getting rid of Noonan. I opposed the renewal of the 
license in September 1893. There was an agent 
belonging to tho brewery sent down from Cork, and ho 
had a conversation with me. He heard what was 
roved about tho manner in which this house was con- 
noted ; he heard about the convictions. Still no steps 
waro taken to dispossess this tenant. Tho license was 
renewed by tbe magistrates on condition that Noonan, 
who was the licensed person, promised to live on the 
premises and see that they were properly conducted. I 
was quite satisfied that Noonan would not come to live 
there, beoauso ho had a farm to attend to. However, 
he promised, and for a short time be lived on the 
premises, and went out to the farm. In a very short 
time he cave up doing that, and thing? went on as they 
were before, and tho condition on which the licenso 
was renewod was violated. On the 11th February 1894 
I brought up a case, and tbe magistrates were equally 
divided. I brought it on a second time, and notice was 
given to all the magistrates, and again they were 
equally divided. To my mind the case was absolutely 
proved beyond question, but I could not get a convic- 
tion. I then allowed the case to bo dismissed without 
prejudice. I did not Btate what course I intended to 
adopt. I then hod a summons issued for hearing iu an 
adjoining petty sessions district. The moment the 
summons was nerved ouo of tho magistrates, who was 
concerned in the original hearing, went to the magis- 
trates of this petty sessions district and canvassed them 
not to adjudicate in tho case. When the case was 
called an objection was made to my right to bring on 
tho case in another potty sessions district. I antici- 
pated this objection would bo raised, and I was 
prepared to prove that I was entitled by law to do it. Tho 
magistrates would not allow me to do it. They refused 
to listen to the case at all, or to adjudicate on it. They 
said it was unusual to bring a case from one petty ses- 
sions district to another, and that they would not hear 
the case at all. Subsequently, by directions that I 
received, I withdrew the case, and tho case was marked 
“Dismissed without prejudice.” An application for 
costs was mode against me, and the magistrates who 
refused to adjudicate upon tbe case, or to allow mo to 
show that they were entitled io adjudicate on it, made an 
order for 20s. costs against me. I need hardly say tho 
cost- were paid by tho Grown. Subsequently, on the 
22nd 'March 1896, Noonan was fined 21. ; conviction 
not recorded. Still the brewery took no action about 
putting the man ont. On the 23tli Jane 1896 Noonan 
was fined 2i. ; conviction recorded. At this time things 
had became so bad that tho brewery had meanwhile got a 
new agent ; and he represented to them that from what 
lie heard he believed Noonan, out of spite, would try 
and have the license forfeited, because the brewery had 
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a very large bill against him for liquor supplied, 
and the brewery were pressing for payment, and threat- 
ening eviction. The Noonans were unable to pay, and 
it was represented that out of spite they would get the 
license forfeited, and then for the first time the brewery 
took action and put out Noonan. Noonan would not 
trausfer back the license to the brewery. The license 
dropped. The brewery applied for a new license, and 
it was granted. That is one case. Another case of a 
brewei-y licenr-e was a six-day license hold by a man 
named Sheady. about a mile and a hnlf from Ferinoy. 

It was used ns a sort of trap for men hnlf drunk and 
drunk leaving i'Vrmoy. A very brutal assault, which 
very nearly led to death, was committed by men who 
stopped to drink there, and got blind drunk at this 
public-house. It was only a six-day license. On the 
7th April 1890 he was lined 10s. On the 19th of May 
1890 lie was fined 20*. ; on the 25 th August 1890 lie was 
fined 20«„ conviction recorded. I then for the first 
time became aware that this was a six-day license, and 
I said the proceedings hitherto taken had been wrong. 
They were not ns effective as they might be. They 
wore taken under the 78th socticn. The next detection 
was made on the ltitli June 1891 and 1 brought a 
proBecntion under the 3rd section of the Act, and 1 got 
a conviction. The manner in which this house wa3 
conducted was a matter of public notoriety. It was 
about a mile from the military barracks. Women of 
bad character frequented the neighbourhood, slept in 
the open air, and were a nuisance to all the persons 
round, getting their supplies at the public-house. On 
one occasion the police arrested one of those women, 
and they were beaten bnck by about 40 soldiers with 
their belts. That will give an idea of the state of dis- 
order which existed in connection with the house, and 
still tho local agent of the brewery never apparently 
made any report, and tho brewery took no action. 

59,40(5. Do you trace the peculiar circumstances 
attaching to this house to the fact that the man was a 
brewery tenant P — I mention this to show that the 
brewery took no steps to dispossess a tenant who was 
clearly conducting tho honse wrongly. 

59.407. Though it would 1>e their interest to remove 
him, and they wore ablo to remove him at any timeP — 
And tlioy did not. 

59.408. What do you suppose was their object in not 
removing himP — I really cannot Kay. *11 icy lost tlio 
licenso in this disc. I had a conviction in August of 
tlio same year, and tho license was forfeited. Thu 
brewery lost tho license. They took no stops to 
preserve tlioir property. They made a strong appeal 
through their agent to ino to allow a license to ho got. 
Persons in tlio neighbourhood made strong representa- 
tions to me to oppose it. X opposed it us a matter of 
principle, and the license was not granted. 

59.409. Yon would have no objection, would you, to 
the brewery system provided yon were ablo to mulct 
tho brewers, or the brewery company, in such a penalty 
as the forfeiture of tho license P — I would, for this 
reason. If yon nre to have tho house properly con- 
ducted the interest of conducting the honse must rest 
in the person conducting it. ilo must have a substantial 
interest in tho house. In tho case of these persons 
they paid nothing to go in there ; if they were put out 
they lost nothing except their occupation. 1 think you 
would have a much more efficient check on tho manage- 
ment of a public-house if tho licensed person was tlio 
actual owner of the license, so that if he lost the 
licenso ho lost so much money clean out of his pocket. 
At present they are practically tenants of the him so 
and tenants of tho license, and they pay a rent 
proportionate for tho use of both. 

59.410. I suppose it is the law now, is it not, that 
records of offences con Liu no against the- house oven 
though there is a cbatige of tenant. What is the state 
of the law ? — There is a section which deals with that, 
but it is practically inoperative. I should bo strongly 
in favour of having all convictions carried on. At 
present they havo effect for five years. I should be 
Btvongly in favour of having thorn to continno to have 
effect irrespective of any transfers which may havo 
taken place during the five years. 

59.411. They do not havo effect fora longer period 
than five years at present? — No. At present many 
transfers are granted in order to get rid of the con- 
sequences of a conviction. One of those cases was the 
i -\so referred to in tho letter of Dr. O'Dwyer. I have 
known of other cases where the moment a license was 
jn danger a transfer was made from a husband to a 
wife, and from a father to a son or Bon-in-lnw. 
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59.412. And that transfer wipes the slate ? — It wipes 

tho slate in practice as regards the license ; in law it p j 'p 
need not necessarily do su, us regards the renewal. ’ 

The conduct of tho previous teuani. during the 12 
months could he urged against the renewal, lmt iu 
nractico in Ireland the magistrates will uot act upon it. 

It can only be raised on renewal. As regards the 
question of forfeiting the license the fact of previous 
conviction is wiped out when there is a change of 
tenancy. Tho only way in which it has effect is where 
it is recorded against the premises; but in that ca.-s 
it is only the second and every subsequent conviction 
against each such owner so that you must have two 
convictions recorded against each owner before it will 
come into the register against the house itself. 

59.413. Suppose a respectable man came into Penal 
oHsession of u tainted house, and a slight offence on endorse, 
is part just filled up tho cup ? — In that ease the mart of 

magistrates are not hound to record, and if it were only liroini. 
a slight offonco they need not record. 

59.414. You would not wish them to record in that 
ease? — I. should lea vo the magistrates a margin there 
except in certain eases. For instance. J think it should 
be made law that the second and every subsequent 
conviction for Sunday trading shonld he recorded, 
and tho second and every subsequent convictiou for 
illicit sales by surreptitious methods, when detected, 
shonld bo recorded, ami that every conviction after a 
perjured defence should be recorded as a warning to 
them not to commit perjury in such cases. 

59.415. II shall not ask you as to some points, Special 
because they bnvc been very fully gone into, but. there comlife 
are many points I should still Uke to ask yon upon, aitaeh.d 
Do the magistrates impose conditions upon every license, 
license, in any case, as a matter of practice ? — They do 

not exactly impose conditions, because it is laid down 
that no condition can bo imposed upon the issne of a 
license ; but they do it indirectly in this way : if 
premises are urged to be unsuitable they grant tho 
transfer, or tho license, us tho case may lie' on con- 
dition that an alteration is made. Tho certificate does 
uot issne until the police certify that the alteration is 
made ; but once the certificate is issued there is no 
couditiou attached to tho issue of the license, and 
there is no way of enforcing a condition if it were 
attached. In cases whom tlio condition is that the 
man will reside ou tho promises, and conduct the 
business himsoir, if ho violates that condition 
afterwards, there in no way nl' compelling him to carry 
it. out. 

G9,4Ki. Would nut Lbova ho this way: that when it 
came up for revision at tho annual licensing sessions 
the magistrates might say, “Yon havo not observed 
“ tho condition which you distinctly entered into, and 
" we shall muko this a charge against your character ” ? 

— It might bo open to the police to urge that this was 
n thing against tho man's character ; and it wonld lie 
open to tno magistrates to hold that it was so. Bnt 
1 ho only case that I dm aware of on which the point 
was ever raised iu Ireland is one at present going on 
before the Recorder of Dublin, in a suburb of Dublin. 

The police objected to tlio renewal on that very ground, 
and it came before the Recorder. The magistrates 
refused to renew. It was taken to the Court of 
Queen's Bench, sent back to the magistrates, and, if I 
recollect right, they refused to renew, and it. is now 
coining oti mi appeal. That is tho only case I ever 
heard of. 

59.417. Apart from that, cash, shonld yon he in 
favour of statutory discretion being given to tho 
magistrates to enforce conditions both as to tho 
nature of tho lioeuse and as to tho character and 
management of the honse P — Most certainly — that they 
should have power to attach to tho issae of it license 
any condition that in tlioir discretion appeared to he 
advisable; and that any violation of that condition 
should bo made sufficient ground for opposing the 
renewal of tho licenso. 

59.418. Might they, for inslanco, impose a con- Six-diy 
dition on having a seven-day licenso, or a six-day license- 
liconsoP — At present tho magistrates have no power 

to compel tho reduction of a seven-day license to a 
six-day license, but they might do it in this way. If 
there was a conviction against the house during the 12 
months tlio police might oiiposo the renewal, and tho 
magistrates might say, “Yon havo not got a clean 
“ sheet last year. Wo cannot say that yonr house was 
“ altogether well conducted, but if yon like to take a 
" six-day license wo will grant it.” 
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.. 59,4,19. Them Com practically tlioy have the power of 

- fan untir ing it a condition that- the license should be a six-day 
or a seven-day license P — They would have the power if 
" they exorcised their powers in a strong way. They 
have a vow great deal of power if they would only 
exercise it in a firm and reasonable spirit. 

59.420. You would be of opinion, I suppose, that the 
public-houses should be apportioned to the require- 
ments of the public? — Most certainly — to the lorjiiire- 
ments of the public, not of the publican. The hitter 
is the point nsnally taken into account, 
i iaetiiai 59,421. Would you lie of opinion, that tho granting of 
!-V :krnsei a license confers a mouonoly upon tho licensee? — Yes, 
,l_- : c ,vm. it confers a monopoly of business on him. 

;.:urion. 59,4.22. Do you think he should pay for it? — 1 
think ho should, in proportion to tho value of tho 
monopoly. 

59.423. Do you think he should pay down a lump 
sum or should pay a certain sum each year ? — At pre sent 
ho pays in an indirect way by tho license dnty; but 
what I should propose would he that if it wore decided 
to tako auy steps to roduca tho number of licensed 
premises and so interfering with the rights of in- 
dividuals, that could hardly bo done without com- 
pensating those individuals. On the other hand, it 
would bu hardly fair that the compensation should 
come from tho public rates, and the only other course 
would bo to havo it coino from those who derived a 
direct advantage by tho reduction in tho number of 
public-houses. The monopoly they have hitherto held 
would bo nmdo still more valuable, and it would be 
well worth their while to pay a higher lioonse duty for 
that monopoly, and whatever was the sum of money 
capitalised which bought out certain houses, it could 
1 ms repaid at a yearly interest by the publicans who 
got the whole of tlio business. 

59.424. Those publicans who wore left and who had 
this great monopoly, would they not havo a tremendous 
claim for compensation, supposing in their turn they 
lmd to be abolished? — I should think that the one 
transaction ought to sot things straight, tbnt it would 
be ouly cobbling going at it two or throe times. Once 
the ollbi't is made it should be an effort that would do 
for all time, and that after that strong measures should 
be taken to prevent the granting of new licenses except 
tho local requirements actually required them. 

59.425. 1 nut talking of a caso in which a man has 
aid this sum for the enhanced value off tho monopoly 
o lias received, anil supposing some time afterwords 

it was thought necessary that his house should he 
reduced, what would bo the measure of compensation 
to that man? — That man would not have paid in a 
lump sum the amount for liia eidianccd monopoly. Ho 
would be paying an annual stun, which would ho tho 
interest on tho capital of his increased monopoly. 
Supposing 10,0002. was expended in a county in buying 
out certain houses, tho interest on that 10,0001. should 
be levied on tho remaining publicans. That is what I 
propose. Thun onch of tho publicans remaining, 
supposing his house wore wiped out, would have an 
iuuroasod interest in his house, which is only the 
interest for tho munbor of years— three, four, or five — 
that ho hold tho iucrousud monopoly. 

59,126. Thou ho would havo no claim for increased 
compensation ? — Not very much — a very trilling one. 
^forcing 59,427. I think you liavo dealt with tho question of 
',*uc- convictions carried forward P — Yos ; lint I should like 

l5i - to refer to one point more about that. I havo dealt 

with convictions being carried forward, but there is one 
point that should bu taken into account. At present 
when a license luis hod on it say two convictions, and 
the lioonse is sold, tho now owuor purchases a clean 
license and tho last owner loses nothing. If tho con- 
victions wore carried forward the license becomes 
blemished; tlio new owner purchases thq blemished 
article at a reduced price, and ho knows it. Tho last 
owner knows ho lias to sell a blemished nrti cio, and 
that in gutting convictions he is reducing the value of 
what ho has to sell in tho cainc way as if a man’s horse 
gets damaged ho knows he gets less for it when he 
rolls it. In that way the lust owuur would havo an 
interest, in keeping his liconso clear, and tho new 
owner will know ho is buying tlm result of had conduct 
in the past and lie need not pay such a high price for 
the license. 

59,428. So that tho damage done to tho article would 
continue both iu the case of the buyer and the seller ? — 
Yes, for five years. 


59,420. Whoever was the. successor in title would bo Mr. 
made subject to the name provisions? — Yos, and if he F-J.Ball. 
bought it at a reduced rate no injustice is done to him. — ”• 

At present two convictions may be recorded and a third 6 A P rl1 98 
conviction forfeits tlio lioonse, I >ut the effect of those 
is wiped out if iu tho interval there is a chango of 
tenant. 

59.430. Would you iucrooso the obligation to record 
convictions upon tho license for any kind of offence ? — 

As I said I would make it obligatory to record the Compul- 
secoiul and every subsequent conviction for Sunday sory cn- 
truding, or for trading by surreptitious methods, ana dorsemout. 
ovory conviction after what appearod to be clearly a 
perjured defence. 

59.431. Have you over observed the effect on a house 
when two convictions havo been recorded against it?— 

I have observed that when two convictions liavo boon 
rcooriled the house ceased to give trouble until a period 
of time had elapsed which took away the effect of ono 
of the records. Then when only one record appeared 
against the house tho bouse commenced to do business 
again till n second record was put on. 1 have noticed 
that several times. 

59.432. As a matter of faot are there many houses in 
Tralee with roferenco to which two convictions are now 
recorded on tho liconso ? — Those cases were mainly the 
Sunday coses, but I have cases iu Tralee where I have 
one conviction against a six-day license holder under 
the third section. He Knows that nnother conviction 
will forfeit his license absolutely, and from the moment 
I havo got one conviction under that section I have 
had no trouble with those houses. 

59.433. A record of a conviction only binds him to 
keep the peace, so to speak, till the effect of that endorse- 
ment expires ?— Of ono of tho rooords expires. 

59,4431. I do not soe how you can meet that case. It 
would be fair, would it not, that tho effect of one record 
should wear itself out after a time ? — I do not think it 
would bo found that it would be necessary to meet that, 
because at present when a man has two rooords ou his 
license he either gives up selling on a Sunday, which 
is usually the day of the offence, or he gets rid of his 
license, and tho uow man commences with a clean shoot, 
but if he retains the license yon cannot alter tho 
present system by which lio escapes the effect of one 
of the records when the period of five years elapses. 

59,435. Do your officers find any difficulty in getting Delay in 
admission to a public-house when they assort some- admitting 
tiling wrong is going on inside itP — In many cases tho police, 
police arc kept waiting while tho traces of illicit sales 
are got rid of, and while wailing outside the door they 
havo hoard sounds of persons rushing away and getting 
oat tho buck way. In the case of many of tho public- 
housos tho police have no control over the back 
premises. There is no way of getting round to tho 
back. Therefore it is very cosy to get customers out 
tlio back way aud through a public-house yard into 
other houses before tho door of the public-house is 
opened to let tho police in. 

59,430. Yon ore not prepared to say, if they foil to 
open tho door, say in a given number of minutes, that 
should constitute an offence ? — The Act of 1874 does not 
specifically deal with that, but the old Act did. Tt 
dealt with the offence of delaying as well ns refusing. 

The new Act does not, and with a bench inclined to 
raise points against the |>olice, it would be difficult to 
get a conviction. 

59,437. What were the terms of the old Act? — The 
old Act dealt with both “ refusing,” “ delaying,” and 
“ failing.” 

59,488. Not specifying tho time? — There is no time 
specified. Of course, “ delaying ” is quite eluar. There 
is no limit of time. The new Act only specifies tho 
case of a person refusing or failing. “ Refusing” means 
an act of direct refusing. “ Failing ” means not lotting 
in without saying so. but tho “ delaying ” is not pro- 
vided for by the section. A constable may be delayed 
for five minutes. 

59,439. Would not Unit amount to a refusal ? — It is a 
question to be argued, aud it would be very hard to get 
a bench in Ireland to tako that view. I have dealt 
with tho caso in this way. I have brought a summons 
for failure for five minutes to admit.. Thai, is the way 
I have brought tho summons, and I liavo got some 
convictions on Chat. But if I were defending the case, 
and was employed on the other side before a bench, then 
I would always give odds I would get the case dis- 
missed by raising that particular point whkh was never 
raised against me. 
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Mr, 59,440. I think wo have heard from a previous 
F. J. Ball, witness that the words “keeping for sale” do not 

occur in the third section of the Act of 1872? — No; 

6 April ’98 that section does not deal with the offence of keeping 
for sale. 

Illicit 59,441. You would wish to see these words intro- 

duced P — 1 would, because in many cases the liquor is 
concealed, bat the police do not find any persons 
drinking on the premises. 

59.442. Wo arc talking of on illicit house? — Yes. 
The police do not find persons drinking when they go 
in to execute tho warrant. They do not find liquor 
exposed for sale, but it is concealed. In that case they 
must proceed nnder the 17 & 18 Victoria, c. 89, and the 
penalty under that is only 21. 

59.443. Yon Btatcd a point in your precis which I do 
not quite understand. There is a practice in Tralee, is 
there not, of liquor and food being sold together? — It 
is not con lined to Tralee exclusively. There are a 
number of refreshment houses used by persons on fair 
days and market days. A farmer goes into one of them, 
or anybody else, and orders his dinner. Of course in 
many oases liquor may be supplied independently ; but 
I am dealing with a special class of offence. He has a 
bottle or two of stout at his dinner. Theoretically he 
iB supposed to hand the price of thatliqnor to the owner 
of the premises, and she is supposed to send her servant 
out for this bottle of stont and bring it back. In 
practice what takes place is, she buys three or four 
dozen bottles of stout at a reduced price, keeps them on 
the premises, arc! when a man gets his dinner she 
hands him a bottlo of stout, charges him so much for 
his dinner, and that sum includes the full price of the 
stout — the public-house price. 

59.444. There is no specific charge made for the 
liquor f — Not by itself. 

59,415. Therefore she gets off nnder tho idea that she 
did not charge anything for the liquor ? — That is the 
defence. I have had casus of it where, as a matter of 
fact, she has by law sold the liquor and had the profit 
on tho sale, but it is very difficult to get the magistrates 
to convict when a dofenoc of that kind is put forward. 
To show tho difficulty about convictions one point 


Evasions 


entry 


found on premises, and in section 28 deals with the 
steps to be taken by a publican as regards a bond fide F r „ 
traveller. It says that a publican shall not be held - 

responsible if he can show that he took reasonable 
precautions to find out whether the man was a bond fide 
traveller and honestly believed he was a bona fide 
traveller. There is no section I think more liberally 
interpreted than that. The precautions taken by 
publicans are in many cases a farce. In other cases 
they are a matter of form, and the evidence accepted by 


59,451. Would you be satisfied with a qualifying Qualify;, 
tlistanco? — No, I think tho qualifying distance is nmet di !t ’ ln ^ c? 
too short, especially in the present day of bicycles. 


,452. You would bo satisfied with a qualifying 
distance provided it was long enough ? — 1 think a five 
or six miles limit would be a more reasonable one. 


59,453. You would not contemplate doing away 
with _ any provisions for supplying the bond fide 


traveller P — -I should nob. I would put it at five or six 
miles. 


o police raised under tho 23rd section was this. That section 


empowers the police to enter licensed premises for the 
purpose of detecting the violation of any of the pro- 
visions of the Act, and in case a constable demanding 
admission in pursuance of the section is not let in, the 
publican is linble to a ponalty. There wax a case 
brought up and there was a barrister present. The 
police demanded admission, they knocked. “ Who is 
there ? ’* “ Police, let us in.” The defence was that the 
constable ought to have said, “ I demand admission to 
“ these premises in pursuance of section 23 of tho 
“ Licensing Act of 1874,” and that because he did not 
use those words he had not complied with this section 
and no offence was committed. The case was dismissed 
on that point ; that shows how broadly the wording of 
the section will often be read. 


Delivery 59,446. Is liquor ever supplied for consumption off 
of liquor the promises on a Sunday by a publican on the plea 

on Sunday, that tho order has been given previously ? — I have 
known two cases. I had one in my own district, and I 
6aw a case reported hi an adjoining district. The 
allegation in my own case was that the order was given 
on Sunday, but tho liqnor was not to be delivered till 
Monday. In the other case the allegation was that the 
order had been given on the Saturday, and the liquor 
was procured on the Sunday. 

59,447. There would be no harm in the order being 

S ' von on a Sunday if tho delivery was not till the 
onday ? — I was quite satisfied there was a consumption 
of liquor independently of this transaction altogether ; 
but 1 could not prove it, and went on the technical 
point of the order of goods and contended that both the 
order and tho delivery were part of one and the same 
transaction, and if tne publican booked the order on 
the Sunday he was talung part in the sale and an 
offence waB committed. The magistrates held against 


r delivery 


59.448. Yon contended that either order 
should be held to bo part of the sale ? — Yes. 

59.449. And equally an offence ? — Yes. 

59.450. What have you to say us to the travellers ? — 

I would say that no provision of the Licensing Act is 
more abused than the section dealing with travellers. 

The section as it at present stands — section 27 of the 
Act of 1874 — deals with the ton & jlU travellers being 
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59.454. You think tho other course would be too hard 
on tho traveller ? — I think it would. I do not see why 
if a man requires a drink honestly he should not get it, 
but what I object to is a man going out solely for the 
purpose of drinking, but if a man is out walking or 
on some other business and he honestly wants a 
drink, 1 do not see why he should not get it; but I 
object to a man going out pnrely and simply for the 
purpose of drinking. 

59.455. Yon think you could take reasonable pre- 
cautions to detect whether a man was not a bond fide 
traveller ?— As regards that I wonld leave it as it is in 
tho 28th section. I would throw on the publican who 
sells the liquor the responsibility of taking the pre- 
caations, and would allow the magistrates to interpret 
the section in a reasonable spirit. At present the 
precautions taken are merely formal. 

59.456. Ts it the law in Ireland that a man may not Sale off c 
only got sufficient to refresh himself on the premises but Sunday! 
may take away any quantity from a public-house on a 
Sunday ? — I believe it is. The only cuso I can now 
recollect in which the point was actually raised was one 

in the county Meath perhaps 12 years ago ; bub there is 
nothing in the wording of the section inconsistent with 
it. I think it would bo unreasonable that a man who 
hud travelled a short distance by road, and was driving 
still further by road, should not be allowed to have his 
flask filled when going away ; but I should limit the 
quantity he could get to what wonld be reasonable 
considering tho oircnnistunces under which he was 
travelling, and I would limit the quantity which he 
gets as a traveller for consumption to what is reasonable. 

I would not allow a man to travel about the village the 
whole of Sunday from public-houso lo public-house. 

59.457. Supposing that twelve so-called bond fide 
travellers up to that point subscribed together and 
sent a man in to get a gallon of whisky and bring it 
out of the house aud consume it on the first bank they 
came to, or by the roadside. That would be legal, 
wonld it not? — There is nothing to prevent that. 

59.458. Is it done? — I cannot say from personal 
knowledge. Tho onlv cose 1 remember being raised 
was that case in Meath about 12 years ago, but there is 
nothing to prevent a traveller, as the law stands at 
present, from getting, as a traveller, a gallon of whisky, 
paid for by money subscribed by persons in the village, 
and when he comes out, handing the liquor to those men 
who could not them so Ives go in and get it. 

59.459. Wonld yon make it a primd facie offonce Penniuir? 
against the publioan if a drunken man was found on 

tne promises? — About that I should require some nesr 
evidence from whioh it might reasonably bo inferred 
that the publican ought to have known, with reasonable 

S recautions, that the man was on his premises, and 
id not have him put ont ; but I would give a wider 
interpretation to tho word “ drunken ” there and to the 
word “ drunkenness " with reference to permitting 
drankonness and soiling drink to drunken persons. In 
practioo tlioso words nro so read that you must prove 
conclusively that the man was in an absolute state of 
drunkenness sufficient to justify his being fined oB 
being drunk, aud in many cases prosecutions have 
failed because the magistrates were not satisfied, or 
professed not to he satisfied, that the man was in that 
state of drunkenness. 1 think the object of the section 
was to prevent drunkenness occurring, and that 


! 
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there should bo a provision prohibiting the sale of 
i hall drink so men who were palpably under the influence of 
_ ‘ drink, so that if they got more they would get very 
' " m uoh worse. At present it looks like shutting the 
stable door when the horse has gone. 

• 1 59,460. In' tho case of occasional licenses, are they 

:a<ionai £ ref)nent iy granted or ever abused in Tralee, or in that 
district P — I bavo two prosecutions [lending at present 
for the abuse of occasional licenses, and 1 had a prose- 
cution and got a conviotion which was upheld on appeal 
in county Cork for an abuse of an occasional license. 
In those three cases licenses were obtained in the name 
of a publican by another person, and the sale was for 
the benefit of that other person. In one of the cases 
the occasional license wits obtained without tho publican 
being asked for his consent. 

59,-161. The consent would bo obtained in an ordinary 
case at petty sessions ? — At present the law stands that 
one magistrate either in or out of petty sessions may 


give a consent for nn occasional lioense. . Inconsequence 


of representations made to the magistrates in somo 
places it is a rule that the magistrates should consult 
together and agroo as to issuing consents in petty 
sessions, and fix a uniform hour ; but other magistrates 
are not bound to not according to that, and yon may 
ha vo consents issued for salo up to 5 o’clock by one , 
ap tn 6 o’clock by another, and np to 7 o'clock by 
another, and that does a great deal of harm. 1 have 
known of cases, too, where consents were signed by 
magistrates not qualified to sign, and I remember one 
case when, after Cahirmco Fair, whioh is a very largo 
horse fair, held in Cork, a return was called for from 
the police — the officers of the surrounding districts — 
about persons purporting to be magistrates who had 
signed consents on which occasional licenses wore 
issued for this fair. Some of them wero magistrates 
inadjoiuiug counties having no connexion with tho 
connty Cork at all, and the names of some of them 
could not be found in any record of magistrates at all. 
They wero bogus consents. I would suggest that 
consents for occasional licenses should only be granted 
in petty sessions. It is almost always known before- 
hand when a fair, or race, or anything like that will bo 
held. 

59.462. Should you be in favour of the police granting 
the occasional licenses P — No, I should not bo in favour 
of the police granting the occasional licenses at all. 

59.463. We have heard somo evidence in favour of 
that viow P— I should not be in fauour of it. I would 
have them granted by the magistrates, but in petty 
sessions. 

59, -164. And two sitting together H -Whatever magis- 
trates happened to be sitting on the day the application 
was made. 

59,465. There must lie two of them? — I would not 
limit it to two ; hut I would have an agreement come 
to by the magistrates of the district as to the hours, 
restricting tho hours so as not to have them available to 
too late au hour. 


constabulary to have a right of appeal in certain ca-ies 
against tho decision of the magistrates. Upon that I 
and other Commissioners have asked the quest ion, Do 
you not think that would put tho constabulary in a 
very invidious position os regards the magistrates P 
What is your view on that point ? — I do not think that 
at all, and for this reason. Wo have at present the 
right of appeal in revenue cases, and I do not see why 
appealing in a revenue case should not havo the same 
effect as an appeal in a licensing case so far os putting 
the magistrates mid tho police at variance with each 
other. But I can go farther than that. We have at 
present a right of appeal against the grant, ronowal, 
or transfer of a spirit grocer’s license, a wholesale boer 
dealer’s license, or a retail beer dealer’s licenso, and I 
do not see why we should not have tho right of appeal 
against the grant, renewal, or transfer of a publican’s 
license, aud if we have I do not sec why we should not 
have a right of appeal against a dismiss. 

59,469. Do you ever exercise your right of appeal in 
the case of renewals P — We have no right of appeal in 
the caso of renewals. 


_ 59,470. In tho case of a new licousc P — We have no 
right of appeal except in. tho case of a spirit grocer, a 
wholesale beer dealer, and a retail beer dealor. 

59,471. In tho caso of the spirit grooer, or the beer 
retailer, do you ever exercise your right of appeal 


against a decision of the magistrates ? — I huve never 
had to do it. So far as I recollect I never had to deal 
with spirit grocers, and I havo only had to deal with 
wholesale beer dealers, a couple of them, and t never 
had any complaint to prefer against tho way in whioh 
they couducted their business. 


59.472. I understand you to be of opinion that in the 
caso of orders of magistrates dismissing a onsc the 
constabulary should have the right of appoal p— Yes, 
I say we have the light of appeal in those cases, aud I 
do not see why wc should not have it in tho case of a 
public-house. 

59.473. You would like to have tho right of appeal in 
the caso of the grout, transfer, or ronowal of a pubiic- 
house licenso P — Yes, a grant, renewal, or transfor, or 
dismiss of a complaint. 

59.474. (Mr. Young.) To which court? — It would 
come before the court of quarter sessions from the 
petty sessions court. Taking tho law as it stands at 
present, of course the appeal from tho grant would 
have to go to the assizes. Tho appeal from the renewal 
would bo from petty sessions to quarter so-cions, and 
at present we bavo practically an appeal from a transfer. 
It is first granted by the magistrates at potty sessions 
and comes up for confirmation at, quarter sessions. 


',475. ( Chair-man .) You would have au appeal by 
the constabulary against tho renewal of a publican’" 
license P— Wc havo 


power of appeal at present. 

,476. Supposing you had, would you have that 


59,46(1. Would you allow one magistrate to do it P— 
I would allow ouo magistrate to do it. I would allow 


appeal heard at the ordinary time of the applications 
for lioenses P — l would not have any appeal under the 


I would allow one magistrate 
whatever magistrate sat on the day fixed — that would 


be tho couit before the races or the fair — and that tho 
consent should be countersigned by the potty sessions 
clerk as an additional guarantee that it was properly 
obtained before being sent on to the Excise. If an 
emergency aroso and the man could not got a licenso 
at petty sessions. I would propose then that the consent 
should he signed only by the resident magistrate, to bo 
obtained through tho petty sessions olerk, and that tho 
magistrates should in all cases agree beforehand how 
many consents they would agree to grant for each 
particular fair or races, and what hour they would 
permit the sale, aud that the potty sessions clerk should 
inform the collector of customs how many licenses 
were to be issued for a particular fair, and what hour 
should be put iu. I mention the latter because I had a 
case where the publican altered the hour in the consent 
and got a license issued for » later hour than ho ought. 
1 had a prosecution for forgory in that caso, and got a 
conviotion. 

59,467. You would not allow the potty sessions clerk 
to issue these certificates ?— No, but I would allow the 
potty sessions clerk to inform the collector of customs 
of what was agreed to by tho magistrates, so that he 
could exercise a oheck on tho number of consents that 


Licensing Act heard on the day of granting licenses. 

59.477. Why ? — Because on that particular day there 
is a special attendance of magistrates at every quarter 
sessions, or practioally every quarter sessions, I can 
remember for the lost 10 years in connection with the 
applications for licenses. Somo of them I have no doubt 
attend purely and simply to discharge a public duty, and 
sco that the requirements of tho locality arc properly 
dealt with either for or against. If appeals wero heard 
on that particular day you would give an opportunity to 
persons who may not be inclined to take it proper view 
of evidence to remain to sit on the appeals, whereas if 
on appeal came on ou tho following aay, I have seen 
cases where it was very seldom anybody but the county 
court judge was present. 

59.478. I suppose the constobulary havo n free hand 
in instituting prosecutions lor offences against the 
licensing laws ? — They prosecute. Tho sergeant makes 
a report to tho district inspector, ho goes into tho caso 
and dirocts a prosecution or not. as he thinks fit. 

59.479. You are never under any circumstances 
interfered with in your froeoxoremo of yonr prosecuting 
powors by tho magistrates in the way of getting direct 
orders not to prosecute ? — Tho only caso I over knew 
was tho case 1 havo mentioned a while ago, where a 
magistrate wanted a caso not to be gouo on with. £ 
gave the facts of that case, but personally I have never 
been interfered with because they could not attempt to 
interfere with tho exercise of my discretion in the 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation tlii 

id image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 


Mr. 

F. J. Bali. 
6 April ’98 

Police 
appeal i a 
dismissals. 


Appeal 

court 


Police not 
supported 
by 


118 


U0YAL COMMISSION ON LIQUOfi LICENSING LAWS : 


Mr. matter. Wliab I com plain of is that they do uot 
F. J. Bail, appear to support tho police when the ensos are 
brought. 

6 April *9 8 59 , 480 . Do you find in cases that come before the 

Court that your police sergeants are a match for tho 
Conduct trade solicitor employed on the other side ? — Not at all. 
of prosecu- g 0lne y earB „g 0 the practice was to let the constable, or 
tlous ' sergeaut, who made the detection prosecute. I found 
that what appeared to be conclusive cases failed, and 1 
took the matter into my own bauds, and I conducted 
all the prosecutions. After, I think, two or tlxreo 
yearn a general, order was issued that the district 
inspector should prosecute in all such cases, bnt I had 
boon doing it for three years before the order came out, 
oudovor sinoo then I have conducted all the prosecutious 
myself. You cannot expect a sergeaut to cope with a 
solicitor acting for the defence in snch cases, and a 
magistrate would not accept from a sergeant what ho 
would accept from the district inspector in the way of 
ovidoncs or arguments. 


59, -181. Is it competent for you, supposing circum- 
stances happened I, hat made it desirable to employ a 
solicitor to prosecute ? — Wo never do. The only ease 
in whioh it is done is some peculiar case. A report is 
made and tho official crown solicitor is directed to 
atteud to represent the police, but I never had a case 
where he attendod under the Licensing Act to do so. 
I have always conducted tho cases myself. 


59,482. With reference to the action of the police in 
these prosecutions, you have given au interesting table 
extending over a considerable jieriod of time of 
prosecutions by the police and convictions obtained ? — 


Per- 59,483. Would you explain that table pretty fully ? — 

contact of There wne a table prepared for tho Commission, which 
dismissals, was handed in by tne Inspector General, relating to 
the whole county, and I looked over that and took out 
some particulars relating to a particular petty sessions 
district. I have, as I have already said, had no 
difficulty, or practically no difficulty, in enforcing the 
Act where I had a fairly strong bench to deal with, 
because if there was a fair percentnge of convictions 
the police got encouraged and attended to the dnty, 
nnd wo had other cases, and then the publicans began 
to bo more careful and there was not much trouble, but 
if the bench did not m-operly support the police, the 
polico did not an re about bringing cases and having 
them dismissed, nnd they became careless. Looking 
nvor tli is return — it related to five years — I picked out 
tho number of prosecutions and convictions. 

59,48-1. What fire years? — It was 1893, 1894, 1895, 
1896, and 1897. 

59.485. What happened in 1893? — In 1893 at this 
particular petty sessions there were 31 prosecutions 
and 21 convictions, showing a percentage of Ii7'7. 
Immediately after that tboro were a number of now 
magistrates appointed, and in the second year there 
were 37 prusooutions aud 19 convictions, being a drop 
to 51‘3 per cent. 

59.486. That was ill 1894 P — Yes, then the next year 
there was a chiuige of resident magistrates and there 
were 49 prosecutions and 3<i convictions, or a percentage 
of 73 5. 

59.487. You say 11 now resident magistrate came on 
the soono ? — Yes. then in the fourth year, 1896, t lie re 
were 12 prosecutions and 23 coaviotious, or a per- 
centnge of 64’8. 

59.488. There was a great diminution ? — Yes, then in 
the fifth year there were 27 prosecutions and 15 
convictions, or a percentage of 55'5. 


59,489. There was a drop from 73 per cent, in 1895 
to 54 por cent, and 55 per cent, in the two following 
years ?. — Yes, 1 had to dual with this petty sessions 
district in part of the fourth, year and in the fifth year, 
and I had taken vory special steps, both as regards 
urging the police on to activity and as regards con- 
ducting prosecutions, and I was to a certain extent 
successful, hut it struck me that I ought to have hud a 
highor percentage. To n certain extent that might 
have been accounted for by tho foot that tho steps 
taken and tho manner in which tho prosecutions wore 
conducted, especially in prosecuting— that was under 
this third section —had an effect in frightening the 
publicans, hut that did not, to my mind, sufficiently 
account for the great drop in the percentage of con- 
victions. I made inquiries as to what had taken place 
in the third year, whioh was 1895, and I found that the 


resident magistrate v,-ho was there that year, and who v I 

only remained for nbent a year altogether, was a very F j ■ I 

outspoken gentleman, aud when lie saw she way thin 4 i 

went on on the beueh he expressed his opinion very ~ ( 
openly and vory forcibly 011 the bench on several occa- 
sions, and it went as far as this, that on different 
occasions, whou ho saw certain magistrates come in he 
would say, "Well, So-and-so, what is the job on 
to-day ? ” aud that would he said openly so that it 
could ho heard by people in court. Then, when one 
particular magistrate sometimes sat alone with this 
resident magistrate it frequently happened, when only 
the two of them wore presold, on the bench, the resident 
magistrate would turn to tho sergeant, and in a loud 
touo of voice toll him to go out aud look for another 
magistrate. “ Mr. So-and-so and I can nes-er agree,” 
aud tho sergeant would have to go out and huut up 
another magistrate and bring him in. I am aleo 
informed that when taking the votes of the magistrates 
after the hearing of u caso, he first commenced by 
asking the opinion of magistrates who were regarded as 
sound in their judgment, aud that, having got their 
opiuions, he then took the opinions of the others insuch 
a sort of way that they cither did not dissent, or would 
not dissent, from the opinion of tho others, and convic- 
tions were had. When the police found that they got 
convictions it made them keener, bnt when they got a 
good case, which was laughed out of court on a most 
ridiculous defence, they thought it was not worth their 
while to bo bringing up cases and bo made laughing 
stocks of, aud they censed to take much trouble 
about it. 

59.490. But that forcible action of the resident 
magistrate did drive up the percentage to 73 per cent.? 

— That is what was explained tome, and I believe it 
was a thing that took place in open court as I was 
informed. I wus uot there at that time. 

59.491. That practice of the resident magistrate is 
not continued ? — There wins n change of resident 
magistrate Bince that. At first when I commenced 
proceedings there I had us many as oight cases on one 
Sunday, ami I got six convictions; hut after that some 
very strong cases wore dismissed, though I brought 
them 011 two or tlireo times. I have the records hero 
of some of thoso oases. 

59.492. Do you find as a rule that you are supported Euforw- 
by the men of tho constabulary force? I suppose there mentw 
is n difi'erouco in their character as to thoir energy? — bvty 
Yes, some man are more energetic than others; but my P 0 '’ 1 *- 
experience during my sorvico has boon that that 
particular duty hus boon rognrdod by tho police as a 
most nnplcusnub duty, and I think that that feeling 
arises from tho fact that they have not been properly 
supported by the bench. I huvo always found that 

tho duty was properly performed only by men who were 
naturally energetic, or by senior men who were coming 
near their period for promotion and wanted to bring 
themselves prominently under notice. 

59.493. Are the men permanently stationed at one 
particular place ? — No, they arc constantly removed. 

A man may have two months or five years in a place, 
or I have known them to have ten ycure ; it all depends 
upon what, may turn np about him, and partly on the 
requirements of the service. A man must lie 
particularly onoi gotio to discharge tho duly properly 
and must bo a very intelligent man because ho must bo 
very sharp tho moment he outers a house to observe 
quickly anything at all tending to bear on tho case, 
otherwise ho may have his case blocked by a bogus 
del'enoo; whereas, if ho had been very sharp anil 
observed all that Look place and made notes 
immediately afterwords, his own evidence might he 
sufficient. 

59.494. Arc your best officers thoso who have been a 
longtime in a district P — 1 would not at all say that 
the length of time they are in a district had anything 
to do with it. 

59.495. You do not think they got familiar with Police * - 
tho people f — 1 do not think that has anything to WPP° 
do with it as a rulo. There are exceptions ; but taking *7. 

it as a rule, I do not think length of time in the J u - 
district has any tiling to «lu with tho discharge of 
their duty. I believe that practically it nftun depends 
on whether tho magistrates support them. A 
constable stands up there and ho is perfectly disin- 
terested. Tho publican who is examined against him 
is an interested witness ; very often his license is at 
stake. Then the publican calls as witnesses those who 
were found on the premises, ail of whom are liable to 
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fines. Some of tlir.se men are of the “ comer boy ” 
class. They get up ami point blank contradict the 
i-rmstahlo on points upon which the discrepancies 
cannot bo reconciled by citovs of roc ol lection or errors 
of observation. There must be deliberate perjury on 
one side or the other, and when a constable finds tb at 
the magistrates accept the cvidenco of these interested 
witnesses, some of them not of good character, as 
against his own evidence having no interest in the case, 
yon can hardly expect ho will be very keen about 
bringing ap other cases, especially when the solicitor 
for tho defence in the discharge of his dnty— T do not 
suggest that there is anything improper alioilt that — 
will badger the constablo and snggest. by tho line of 
(•ross-examinatioii that he has made nn unfair set on 
these promises, and that, ho is wilfully misrepresenting 
things and practically dcjihei-atoly perjuring himself. 
Some of the constables will feel very sore about this, 
and when they Slid, on r.hc top of that, their case is 
dismissed, and tliomagisti-at.es havo practically told them 
that they do not believe thorn on their oath against 
men of tho corner boy class and the publican who is 
practically interested in the result of tho case, it cannot 
lie wondered at that a constable will not bo very koen 
in bringing up a case of tho sort. 

59.496. Do you know any cases, except those in which 
it might be inferred from the magistrates' conduct that 
they did not believe the case, in which they have directly 
told tho police that they have perjured themselves P — 
No. 1 think you have slightly misunderstood the 
reference in my statement. I havo known rases where 
tho magistrates have occasionally directly characterised 
the evidence for tho defence in that way ; but 1 have 
never known the magistrates to allege that against the 
police. But nevertheless it might he suggested, 
inasmuch as they did not accept their evidence. 

59.497. Apart from tho cases in which by inference 
it might be supposed that tho magistrates did not 
believe the police, did you ever know tho magistrates 
directly to say that they did not believe tho evidence 
of the police p— No, I never did. 

59.498. (Mr. Young.) As an Irishman, I am rather 
ashamed of tlm revolutions which you have made 
to-day ? — I could give you much stronger onos. 

59.499. The character of those magistrates is certainly 
very 'Kid? — I do nut mean to say that what 1 litvvo 
said applies to all the magistrates nf Ireland. There 
are a largo number nf tho magistrates of Ireland who 
rarely attend sessions at nil. £ speak only of certain 

59.500. I hope it is only peculiar to Kerry P — No, I 
cannot say it is; I havo seen the sumo thing in other 
places. 

59.501. You scarcely think tlmt the magistrates havo 
been doing tlioir duty at all ovontsP— It is a. matter of 
opinion. If thoy consider it thoir duty I certainly do 
not consider it their duty in tho way they hnvo dono it. 
I have too strong Tacts to go upon. I cannot closo my 
eyes to tho facts. 

59.502. Many of thoso magistrates are men of long 
experience ? — Some of them arc, but not among the 
ones I am dealing with. There arc. none of them bat 
are mon ot' common sense. Souio of them have shown 
by their success in life that they have Round business 
judgment, and capacity, bnt they do not seem, if you 
judge by results and supposing they wore acting 
perfectly straight, to ho able to weigh evidence. 

59.503. Tho implication is that they can he in- 
fluenced P— Certainly, that is what I directly chargo. 

59.504. Do you not think that is o very extraordinary 
chargo against the magistrates of the county P— I do 
not make the charge against the whole magistrates 
of the comity ; I make it against certain magistrates. 
I do not say they are all tho same. 

59.505. With these decisions to which you havo taken 
objection, I presume the county court judge does not 
agree ? — Unfortunately that is one of tho things wo 
complain of. We cannot go to tho county court judge, 
bnt the publicans can. In the only case I mentioned 
that was taken to tho county court .judge, ho uphold 
the notion of tho police ; hut, wo have no power of 
appeal to tho county court judge. 


granting P — The county conrt judge has absolutely no Mr. 
more power there than any other magistrate ; he has F. J. Ball. 
one vote, and each of them has one vote. 1 hare — — 
known him to take a strong line in expressing his 0 April '98 
views about the law to the magistrates. * 

59.508. (If r. Caine ) Doos the county court judge 
preside? — Yes, he is chairman. 

59.509. (Mr. Young.) Has he evor complained about 
tills matter of being over-ridden in his view ?— I have 
seen it frequently represented in the papers, and some 
very strong remarks by different county court judges, 
and I have had conversations with some county convt 
judges who all spoke much in the snnie way. 

59.510. You havo only one county court judge in Co. Kerry. 
Kerry? — Yes, I have had to deal with Kerry, but I 

havo seen newspaper veports of proceedings at quarter 
sessions in adjoining counties. 

59.511. Your evidence is only with regard to Kerr)- ? 

— No ; my ovidence deals a great deal with Kerry, but 
also with part of the county Cork. 

59.512. In mitigation of the conduct of the publicans, 
might I ask you if county Kerry is not a very romantic 
and beautiful county P — Barfs of it have got very fine 
scenery, hut other parts have got no scenei-y to speak 
of. It is very wild and uninteresting. 

59.513. Yon have an enormous quantity of tourists ? 

— About Killarney you have, but not about the part I 
have spoken of. You have no tourists, in the ordinary 
sense, about Tralee. 

59.514. They have to pass through many of those 
towns to Killarney ? — I think the tourists as a rule go 
direct to Killarney, and as a rale go away direct. 
Sometimes they tour round the south of Kerry. A 
faw may come through Tralee, but very few. 

59.515. They bicycle through tho county P — Very Sunday 
few, bat tho bicyclists are not the one* who lead to the drinking 
violation of the Sunday Closing Act at the public- 
houses in Tralee. 

59.516. When oxcursionisls and tourists goontdonot 
yon think that they should have their ordinary wants 
ministered to, such as the snpnly of beer and ale? — 

Yes, and I have not the slightest objection to thoir 
getting it. What I objeot to arc the persons not 
entitled by common sense or law to get it. I have no 
objection to mon travelling getting drink if thoy want 
it, but what I object to is tho people within the town 
spending Sunday after Sunday drinking. I had a case 
where a man's wife came on a Sunday and complained 
to the police that her husband had gone and got drink 
in a public-house ; tho police went out to got evidence 
on which they cuuld take it up. In the other case tho 
man’s wife came aud complained that her husband was 
drinking, lint that to try and keep him at home she 
had had to send out eight limes on one Sunday her 
little daughter aged about 1*2 to a public-house to get 
drink for hitu. I made enquiries and prosecuted and 
got both publicans convicted, and tbut is the . stato of 
things I want to put down. 

59,517- You will always get these exceptional cases? 

— ^Unfortunately it seems to be the rule in the cases I 
have had to deal with of this Sunday drinking. I 
complain more about Sunday drinking than anything 
else. 

59.518. It is rather off tho lino I intended to toko you 
upon, hut supposing yon had had the houses open from 
2 o’clock to 6 o’clock on Sundays, wonldyou not have 
obviated a great many of these evils ? — Unfortunately, 

1 do not think so, becauso tbc class of people who do 
this drbiking wdl not have their thirst confined to tho 
hours of 2 o’clock until 6 o’clock on a Sunday. Their 
thirst goes on the whole day and the whole night. 

59.519. You have no experience of that aud con- 
sequently you could scarcely say that that would be the 
case ? — 1 hnve the experience that their thirst goes on 
from Saturday night to Monday morning, and some- 
times until Tuesday. 

59.520. What I put is this. Supposing you had the 
houses open on Sunday for a certain number of hours, 
would von not obviate that difficulty ? — I do not think 
it would have any appreciable effect on what I complain 
of. 


59,500. Tho magistrates thero, in granting licenses, 59,521. That is a matter of opinion P— I am only 
sit with the county 001111; judge P — They do. giving you my opinion founded on my experience to 

59,507. Does the county convt judgo acquiesce in whatever extent I may be considered an export on the 
those decisions which you havo dcsci-ibcd about the subject. 
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ROYAL COMMISSION ON LIQUOR LICENSING LAWS : 


Mr. 59,522. At all events I suppose you would consider 
F.J.Btdl. that if the licensing laws were administered by the 
— — county conrt judge, or liy a resident magistrate, it 

6 April '98 -would cure many of the evils of which you complain P — 

It would. It was suggested yesterday that a difficulty 

County might arise from the county court judge not having 
court local knowledge, hut 1 do not think that enters iuto the 
judge as question. The county court judge has to give his 
licensing decision not on local knowledge hut on sworn evidence 
authority. gjv en before him, and the only way that local knowledge 
cau come in, if at all, would be in forming an opinion as 
regards the relative credibility of the witnesses, but the 
very same difficulty would arise as regards a judge of 
assize. The judge" of assize going round the assizes to 
the counties can judge the relative credibility of the wit- 
nesses, and it does not require local knowledge to enable 
him to decide criminal cases and give his judgment 
upon them, and I do not sec why the county conrt 
judge should not do the same. 

Perjury in 59,523. I think I gather from you that you have a 
licensing very poor faith in the credibility of the people ? — No, I 
cases. should be sorry to say so, but there are a number of cases 
against publicans brought up and from the evidence I 
have heard given I have very little faith in the credi- 
bility of those particular people, and my opinion is 
certainly supported in this way. I have had cases 
time after time in which the evidence for the defence 
was, if you believed it, conclusively strong, hut we got 
convictions and the publican did not appeal. I think 
the only inference you can draw from that is a tacit 
admission that his evidence was perjured. I have 
never seen a clas3 of ease in which such gross perjury 
is wilfully committed as in cases under the Licensing 
AcJb I am sorry to say; but I have known cases 
of publicans coming up where they would not defend 
the case — they admitted their guilt. I have known 
cases where a publican might have put in a defence 
supported by perjured evidence if he would have taken 
his oath, but he would not do it, and wherever a 
publican admits his guilt aud comes into the court I 
have always loft the case in the hands of the magis- 
trates and have not pressed for a penalty. Then I 
have known cases — but they are rare — where the men 
found on the premises have declined to come forward 
to support the case the publican was making. They 
declined to prejure themselves, but unfortunately those 
cases are very rare too. 

59.524. I am an Irishman as well a3 you are. I do 
not think that that is a characteristic of the coun try P 
— It is not characteristic of the country, but it is 
unfortunately of some of the people. 

59.525. What you are saying about this county and 
the people undoubtedly would lend any one who was 
listening to you to suppose they were a very degraded 
people?— Unfortunately what 1 have expressed about 
their credibility, or the credibility of some of them, has 
been over and over again in my hearing expressed by 
the county court judge and sometimes by the judge of 
assize for the county. 

59.526. You may point to one or two instances and 
from those instances you may come to a very false 
conclusion P — 1 have pointed out only some cases, but 
I have other cases I have not used at all. If you wish, 

I can give you the facts and you can form your own 
opinion whether the opinion I have expressed is just. 

Crime in 59,527. Is crime very prevalent in that county P — It 
eo. Kerry, depends ou what you call crime. 

59.528. Is there move crime in that county than in 
the other counties of Ireland? — As I say, it depends 
upon what you call crime. In this country you under- 
stand as crime ordinary o (fences against the criminal 
law, but in Ireland a good deal of the crime there 
arises more or less in connection with the land question, 
and tho majority of the cases of crime in that country 
are indirectly connected with cither drink or the land 
question. You have .not many cases of larceny or 
cattle stealing, or stealing from the person, or burglary, 
or house-breaking, or things of that class, hnt yon have 
cases of assaults committed as tho result of drink, or 
assaults committed in connection with agrarian disputes 
or house attacks, or intimidation in connection with 
agrarian disputes. 

59.529. Have yon more in that county of that class 
of crime than in any other county P — There is more of 
the agrarian crime there than there is in other counties. 

59.530. I am not speaking of agrarian crime, but I 
am speaking of the crime arising from drink P — No ; I 
think that there is a fairly level average all over the 
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county, as far as I have known it, of crime connected 

with drink, or with bad assaults. p J r 

59.531. I conclude from the nature of your evidence 
that there ought to be an enonnons quantity of crime. 

The magistrates being so very inferior, and the people 1 

having conducted themselves in so dreadful a manner • r 

I should have expected a great number of convictions'. 

Can you say whether there are more convictions in the . 

county Kerry than in any other county in Ireland P I : 

would not say that there i3 a larger quantity of crime, 
but what I have been speaking about as regards the 
action of the magistrates has no direct bearing at all 
on ordinary crime. I am dealing now with their action 
in a particular class of case. Those magistrates may 
act as independently as anybody else in regard to any 
ocher charge. I am dealing with their action bearing 
on tho Licensing Acts. 

59.532. Do you suppose that those magistrates have 
not a clear conception of tlioir dnties in regard to this 
matter ? — I presume they have, but I cannot say from 
what I have seen that they act as if they had. 

59.533. Now you are still for Sunday closing the Sunday 
entire day P — I think I would leave the Sunday closing closing, 
very much as it is at present. I think I would exempt 

tho larger towns. 

59.534. And the Saturday night closing P — I think £ at v 
that it would ire a good thing — I would not insist on it closing a 
as a sine qua nun — if the houses were closed an hour Satnrim. 
earlier on Saturday night. There is too much tendency 

for the men to remain drinking on Saturday nights 
and spending their wages, and then the drink is wanted 
on the Sunday, and that necessitates drinking on 
Monday, and very often the men do not get to work till 
Tuesday. 

59.535. You say they drink a great deal of porter? — 

I should say the greater part of the liquor drunk in 
Kerry is porter, and I think in a great part of Cork. 

59.536. Are thore many breweries there ? — There is 
no brewery in Tralee. They get their porter from 
Cork, and they got Guinness's, but a great deal of Cork 
porter is drank there. 

59.537. One question about adulteration. You Adulten- 
described the sort of compound which yon said is used. tion. 

You have not analysed it yourself P— No. 

59.538. It is something you have hoard ? — That is a 
recipe which was given by a publican to his son in the 
presence of tho governor of a gaol, tho publican being 
confined in the gaol. 

59.539. What lias occurred to mo as difficult for me 
to understand is that thiB compound is cheaper than 
whisky P — I presume it in, or tho publican would not 
find it profitable to sell it. 

59.540. Do you know the price of sulphate of copper? 

— No, I do not. 

59.541. So far as I can understand it, there is no 
compound of this land wonld bo so cheap as whisky, 
and therefore I have a difficulty in coming to the con- 
clusion with you that there is such a thing as adultera- 
tion P — Unfortunately a good many people think whisky 
is too dear, but if a publican can make what he rails 
whisky cheaper than he can buy what is understood 
to he whisky, he makes a greater profit. 

59.542. Wo have not had that before us to any extent. 

You are sure that the Irish people stoop to such a 
thing us adulteration in addition to their other inferior 
qualities ? — I can hardly think you arc asking me the 
question seriously. 

59.543. Why ? — Because it is beyond tho possibility 
of doubt, and I do not mean to say the Irish people 
only are stooping to it. 

59.544. You do not know it yourself? — I have seen 
convictions for it. 

69.545. For adulteration ? — Yes. I mean convictions 
for adulterating milk, and the grossest kinds of adul- 
teration, and I have seen convictions for adulterating 
whisky. 

69.546. Have you P— Yes, as far as I remember. 

59.547. Can you give me any case of adulteration of 
whisky? — The only cnee of adulteration of whiBky I 
have had acquaintance with was adulteration with 
water. 

59.548. It was reduced with water P — Yes, below the 
legal strength. 
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59,549. That is noli adn Iteration ? — It comes under 
- V gall, the Food and Drags Act. Yon can convict if it is 
_ - brought below a certain strength — 25 per cent, under 
jiroof for whisky and 83 per cent, for brandy and gin, 
I think it is. 


59.550. {Mr. Grinling.) As to the inefficiency of the 
magistrates, has there within a recent period been 
any largo addition made to the magistracy in Ireland ? 
— In what respect, because I do not speak of its 
inefficiency. 

59.551. The fact that they do not administer the law. 
I think you put that very strongly ? — Yes, I cannot 
put it too strongly. 


59,552. I ask you on that point accepting that cor. 
roction of your*, has there been a large addition made 


to the magistracy of Ireland within recent years P — 
There was an additiou made. I cannot Bay to what 
extent, bat there was what I should call an appreciable 
addition made, and I may say that, as regards these 
details 1 have spoken of in particular, a good deal of 
what I complain of has arisen since then. 

59.553. Were the magistrates who were appointed 
at that time a similar class of men or men of equal 
standing and responsibility with the men who nad 
occupied the position of magistrates before that poriod P 
—A great many were not. A great many of them 
were men of no pretence to social position. Some 
were ordinary farmers connected with people all round 
the locality. Some were men of business whose busi- 
ness was entirely dependent upon the people in the 
locality. Some of them were doctors who, of course, 
have a great interest in keeping in with the people. 

59.554. Should I be saying more than I ought if I 
say that the appointments in those cases were in a 
great measure a political matter? — I do not think it 
is for mo to express an opinion about that, I am deal- 
ing with what I have seen, and I do not like to express 

n opinion as to how the thing was done. 


59.555. {Mr. Young.) Do you mean to say that it is 
only during the last two or three years that this evil 
lias arisen of which yon complain?— No, I do not mean 
to say that, but I mean to nay it has boon intensified 
during tlio last threo or four years. 

59.556. I should conclude from your evidence that it 
is the late magistrates who have been the cause of your 
complaint? — 1 do not moan to suggest that at all, but 
I do suggest that a number of them have acted in that 
way, but some of the older magistrates have acted in a 
similar way. 

59.557. Then may I say that you do not know of any 
distinction with reference to the later appointments P 
You speak as if you charged the late appointments ? — 
I make no charge at all, and I have only stated what I 
have seen, and some of the later appointments are 


often mixed up with some of the older, but unfortunately 
a great number of the old stylo of county magistrates 
rarely attend potty sessions at all, and some of those who 
most frequently attend are ones who arc said to he there 
for special purposes. 


59,564. Taking the whole of Ireland as the law stands Mr. 

now, it does not require any very great or serious F. J. Ball . 
change does it P— It does under existiug circumstances. — - 

59,605. And those circumstances are that you dispute 6 April 9 8 
the efficiency of the administering power of tliu law P — . . 

Yes. If the means of putting the Act into force were . ' ? r 
efficient, the present law would be sufficient. 0 f t ^ e j” 

59.566. That is my point P— Yes, practically sufficient. 

59.567. Therefore you have no very great suggestions 
to moke in the way of changes in the law? — Yes, I have 
a great number. I can give you aliouc 25 of them. I 

have a lot of them here. (Fide Appendix VI.) Vide Ap- 

59,566. I want to get some general idea of conuty pendix VI. 
Kerry. I have asked you about the law generally in 
Ireland; but ns to county Kerry, itself, how long have 
you been coimccted with it ? — Since August 1896 ; but 
a great deal of my evidence relates to other places, 
particularly comity Cork. 


59,569. You have been able to form a good opinion 
as a resident in county Kerry, so far as the state of tho 
temperance question is concerned during your service, 
as to whether there is much drinking there ? — I 
have a very fair idea. 


'.570. Should you say that there, temperance lias Sunday 
increased or decreased within the lust 10 years ? — I do drinking in 
not know anything about county Kerry before August co. Kerry. 
1896 ; but I can tell you what I have observed. I 
went there in August 1896, and very often I wont ont 
to friends' places in the country on Sunday afternoon, 
riding ont on a bicycle, and on my return I met Sunday 
after Sunday a larger number of people drank, or under 
the influence of drink, than I have ever met on Sunday 
in any other place before, and quite as many, if not 
more, than I would even meet on a fair day. I gave 
that evidence before the following Licensing Quarter 
Sessions in opposing the grant of licenses, that I saw 
more drinking in Tralee and abont it on Sunday than I 
ever saw anywhere else before. 

59.571. You are referring to the Sunday now ? — My 
main complaint all through is about Sunday, and I 
ascribe most importance to that. 

59.572. Do not you think if reasonable facilities wore 
given it would meet the difficulty ? I think tho opinion 
of Sir Andrew Bced was that the houses should be 
opened from 2 till 5, hut if yon drive the people onl. of 
doors you seo thoso scenes which you hnvo described P 
— I do not wish to place myself in confliot with anybody. 

I simply give mv own opinion, and let other people give 
theirs. I am only responsible for my own opinio a. 


59,558. {Mr. Oaine.) Tho old magistrates neglect 
their duty altogether ? — If you like to pnt it in that 
way, a large number of the county men rarely attond 
petty sessions. 


59,559. {Mr. Grinling .) Is that a correct assumption ? 
Is it not Tablicr this, that a class of magistrates have 
been appointed of a different status altogether, and the 
magistrates who wore in tho habit of administering the 
law mid who were of a diffe rent cl ass rather feel aggrieved 
at the conjunction of tho two classes? — Isis very possible, 
but I cannot enter into what liaB been passing in their 
own minds. 


59,573. (Mr. Whiltaher.) How long has the canvassing Convass- 
of magistrates and their unsatisfactory action, as the iug. 
result of it, been an evil in Ireland? — I cannot say 
exactly how long it has been an evil ; but, us far ns I 
recollect, it first came prominently under my notice 
about five or six years ago, and time after time in that 
interval it has again and again come under my notice. 


59,574. Has the law, in your judgment, been efficiently 
administered in Iroland with reference to licensing ? — 
I can only deal with the places I have actually served 
in. I take it that those places may be taken as a very 
fair index of what goes on in other places, and as regards 
what I have had personal experience of, I havo found 
some courts support me strongly; then, later on, I 
found perhaps in some courts which hud supported mo 
there was an accession to the Bench, ana my hands 
became powerless ; but where the magistrates do support 
the police in a fair and reasonable spirit we have not 
much difficulty. 


59,560. The result of that has been that it has left 
the administration of the law in tho hands of men not 
of the social position of those originally entrusted with 
itP — I can only tell you what I have seen take place. 


59,575. With reference to Sunday closing, you think Sunday 
the hours should remain as they are in tho exempted closing, 
towns. Have you hod any official experience in any of 
these exempted towns P — Not in tho exempted towns. I 
lived for five years in one of them, but was not on 
constabulary duty. 


59,661. Is that what has influenced those 
attending ? — I can express no opinion. 

59,562. Your evidenco amounts to this, that tho Irish 
Licensing Lnws with some modifications are sufficient 


for the purpose P — With a strong benoh of magistrates 
I would undertake to enforce it. 


59,563. I am simply dealing with the law as it stands ? 
—■You have to take tho other matters into account. 
The law is inoperative, unless there are men to put it in 
lorce. 

V 984-19. 


59,576- Where you have had official experience there Sundry 
has been Sunday (dosing the whole day ? — Yes, except closing 
this : Before the Sunday Closing Act came into force before tho 
I was stationed in a place — it was rather a small village Act. 
and my first district — whero the parish priest took a 
very deep interest in the welfare of his parishioners, 
and had come to the conclusion that Sunday drinking 
was an evil, and he started a Sunday Closing Act of his 
own, and all the public-houses there were closed, and no 
man dared sell a drop, because the next door publican 
would complain to the priest. 
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59.577. In the district -where you have huil official 
experience, where the Sunday Closing Act has been ill 
force, you approve of the Sunday closing ? — Yes. 

59.578. And your suggestion as to largo towns really 
refers to districts where yon lmvo not had official 
experience? — Yes, I should simply leave what I do not 
know about as it is. 

59.579. (Mr. Etjalap.) With reference to Tralee and 
tlio county, I think you stated that there are 117 
liconscd houses ?— Iu tho town of Tralee 117 in existence. 

59.580. I understood your answer to be, that they 
ought to suffer a great reduction — that they are iu 
excess of the requirements ? — Largely. 

59.581. In reducing that number would you lie in 
favour of allowing tho licenses to realise any money 
they may have invested in their businesses by compen- 
sation or otherwise ? — I do not think it wonld be at all 
fair to interfere -with the vested rights of any licensed 
pei'souB without compensating them on tlio principle I 
mentioned ill my direct evidsneo. 

59.582. With reference to this question of adulteration 
of spirits, I understood you to say that yon hail had two 
cases of adulteration come under your notice ? — I cannot 
say the number — perhaps about three or four prosecuted 
in my district. 

59.583. You mentioned two? — I am not sure I limited 
it to two. I mentioned two cases I had at present 
pending — two cases of the improper use of an occasional 
license. 

59.584. By law publioans are allowed to dilute spirits 
to 25 degrees under proof ? — Yes, and 33 degrees in the 
case of gin. 

59.585. Am I right in saying that a reduction cf the 
spirits to 24 degrees wonld bo dilution? — Yes. 

59,588. And 26 you call adulteration ? — I do not call 
it. That is the way the law stands. I take the law as 
I find it. 

59.587. The greater proportion of drunkenness you 
complain of you meet with on Sundays ? — Unfortunately 
there is a great deal of it after a fair or market, but 
except for a fair or market the most drunkenness I see 
is on a Sunday. 

59.588. In the division of tho county and the town 
you supervise, you say that the greater proportion Of 
drunkenness occurs on Sundays P — I did not quite put 
it iu that way. 

59.589. I nnderstooil yon to say so ? — No, 1 said when 
out on Sunday afternoon in tho country on my bicycle 
I met more persons drunk, or under tho influence of 
drink, than I had bofore mot on any other day before — 
quite os many if not moro than on a fair or market day 

59.590. In this part of Ireland tho Sunday Closing 
Act applies ? — Yes. 

59.591. I am curious to know how it is so much 
drunkenness occurs in the county and the town when 
tho public-houses are shut up by law. Where do tho 
people get their supplies? — Because publicans sell 
after hours on a Sunday, and we cannot control it. A 
number of the premises am so situated that it is 
practically impossible to control the sale of drink unless 
there is a police constable at the door of the house. 

59.592. Yon have stated that in a street of 45 yards 
there are 12 public-houses P — There were 12 ; there are 
now 11. 

59.593. Wonld it not bo possible for one officer to 
stand at die end of a street and control it? — You must 
post a constable in every street and every lane over all 
Tralee, and post reliefs all day. and to do that you must 
increase the distriot force in Tralee by 40 or 50 men. 

69.594. (Chairman.) I understood you to Bay that as 
these public-houses do other business than soil liquor, 
there is no presumption ? — That is another difficulty. 
A person may go in, and if the police come in they 
may say I come iu for a pound of tea, but while in 
there they may have go: their drink. Yon muss post a 
man at the door of every public-house to prevent it. 

59.595. (Mr. Eyalop.) Are you in favour of the 
Sunday Closing Act in Ireland ? — I put it as I put it a 
little while ago, that I would leave things as they are 
—the Sunday Closing Act excepting the exempted 
cities. 

59.596. Do you think it has effected that change and 
that good that is desirable? — I have not contrasted 
figures, but speaking from my general knowledge of 


what I have observed I consider it would be benefieial JI- 
to leave things as they are. f. j 

59.597. Perhaps you remember Mr. O’Donel, the — T 
Chief Police Magistrate of Dublin ? — I knew him.' 

59.598. The Sunday Closing Act was passed in 1878 Sunk- 

and in 1888— that gnyo 10 years for some practical etaaJ 
knowledge of the working of the Act. I find lie says; : ' 

“ l stated my reasons for that to the Committee a; the 

“ time, and my view remains the same as regards that. 

“ 1 tli ink the total closing of public-houses on Sunday 
“ would inevitably result in an enormous increase in 
“ the number of shebeen houses, and, therefore, would 
“ bring about a far more demoralising result and 

“ injury than leaving matters as they now are” ? 

That would seem to apply in a large city like Dnbliu, 
of which he was speaking, but it doc3 not, in my 
upiniou, apply to eases in the country, and there would 
be no occasion for shebeens in the country, because 
with the present construction of premises and the 
administration of the law, tho people cau get pleuty of 
drink from the public-houses without having shebeens. 

59.599. If the Sunday Olosing Act were repealed 
would there he tlie necessity for shebeens, and would 
it not also remove Lho bona Jlde trnveller difficulty ? — 

My opinion is that repealing the Sunday Closing Act 
would only increase the demand for drink, because 
men having nothing to do on Sunday would bo drinking 
nil day, and the more the} - drink the more they would 
want, and they would bo drinking on Sunday night and 
Monday, and would not get to work till the middle of 
the week. 

59.600. Yon do not think that would have the effort Shebt.> 
of removing illicit distillation and shebeens ? — There is ing. 
not much shebeening work going on. In the Fcrmoy 
district I do not think I had a single case against a 
shebeen. At Tralee we havo hud three or four, but 
comparatively little, and I do not think the Sunday 
Closing Act in those places would have any effect on 
shobccning. In a large city, it might, unquestionably. 

59.601. ‘Would you tell us the cpialifying distance for 
the bond fide traveller in your country P — At present 
3 miles is the qualifying distance. 

59.602. Docs not it follow that a liouso would not bo 
exactly planted down at tho distance of 3 miles? — Not 
necessarily, but there are some that aro just outsido tho 
3 miles limit, and people drop out there. 

59.603. In country districts it is frequently tho case The 
that it is (i or 10 nnles P — Unfortunately, I can toll you bonifl 
placos whore they aro 31 miles. I can give yon cases travdltf- 
in point. I mentioned that from Tralee to Fcr.it it is 

7 miles, and there is a public -lit rase at l''cuit. Then 
there is one about a mile front Fcuit, a little off the 
main road, and there aro three in the 7 miles from 
that into Tralee. Between BnllydntF and Fermoy is 
91 miles, and there aro two public-houses ; one about 
3 rnil6S out from Fermoy and one 3 miles further on. 

Between Fermoy and Coiiua is 94 miles, and there are 
Bix public-houses between Fermoy and Connu. You 
have one about 3 miles ; there were two about 4 miles 
further on, but I. broke tho license of one of these. 

Then you go 3 miles moro and there is one. and you 
go half a mile and there arc two or three, and you go 

2 miles and then you come into Gonna. You have the 
houses dotted 3 or 4 miles apart in different parts of 
the country. 

59.604. I think you would admit it is a rare occurrence 
that a house iB planted down just at the 3 miles distance. 

If it is within 3 miles they cannot serve, and it may he 
another 3 miles before they can serve, mid there would 
be no great change by your advocating a greater 
number of miles to travel ? — What I advocate is a limit 
of 5 or 6 miles. I do not think if a man walks out 

3 miles, though ho might enjoy a glass of beer, ho 
necessarily wants it, but ho might get on home before 
he had it. I wonld not draw tho lino bo tight but for 
the liberal way in which the law is inbcr-pietod. I do 
not want to interfere with tho bond fide traveller, but 
with the illicit drinking. 

59.605. It is a troublesome question ? — I know it is. 

59.606. I should like to usk you one or two questions 
with reference to the magistrates, of whose doings and 
misdoiirgs you have given a very full account?— I cau 
give some more information if required. 

69.607. Does the appointment of the justices of the 
peace lie in the hands of tho Lord Lieutenant and the 
Lord Chancellor? — It lies in the hands of the lieutenant 
of tlio county. Ho recommends the appointment. 
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\tr. 59,608. Iu both borough aud county? — I think so. 
r '}. Ball . I am not certain about boroughs. I have had to deal 
' ___ ^-jtb counties more. 

lab 59,609. I should like an answer upon that point P — I 
w-fe* of cannot tell you what 1 do not know. I have only laid 
•tape**** t 0 deal with counties, and that is not a matter that 
comes under my personal knowledge, but from general 
knowledge 1 1 *liove the appointments are made on the 
recommendation of the lieutenant of the county. About 
boroughs there is this : It is open to the town comnais- 


59.623. Ton will admit it is so P — It is so. but arising Mr. 

from nothing connected with the licensing Acts. F. J. Balk. 

59.624. It applies to your district equally ns well as . ' 

to other districts of Ireland ? — As I have said, I have 6 P 9 8 
only bad acquaintance with Tralee since August 1896, 
but I take it they are much bettor off now than they 
were before, because their rents have been reduced. It 
lias nothing to do with the Licensing Acts. 

59.625. Is it your opinion that it is to tho benefit of 


sioners to nominate two or three of their number. As a landlord to make his customers insensibly drunk ? — 
general rule, the chair mull of the town commissioners ? 0 , 6 ’ ^nt h' om 8eo . 6?“*? on ’ h° regards 


is a magistrate. 11 M to his benefit to sell as muoh^i-iidc as ho can, i 

,, . . m matter what the result to his customers may he. 

59.610. Who do they submit tho nomination to ? — To J 

the Lord Chancellor’. The chairman is, as a. rule, 59,628. True, but if he were to add to the drink a 
appointed, hut I havo known cases where a commissioner deleterious ingredient that had the effect of rendering 
who was not chairman was appointed and held office for “ 8 customers uisensible, would that be to his advantoge. 
tlnee yoars. Would not that stop the consumption of liquor ? — That 

-L, . . would depend on a thing about which I cannot express 

59.61 1. What is the qualification of those men selected an 0 piniou . If the drinking of ono g l aa9 0 f such liquor 

to be justices of the peaoo?— The town mag.stra.tes I reu a ored his cugt omer insensible, the publican would 
sneak ot had not jurisdiction under tho Licensing Act. loBa> but ir tho customer could drink as many glasses of 
lhcy only noted under section 12. that liquor as he could of the good liquor, then tho 

“9,612. Tho selection must be bad to begin with, publican would gain considerably by the adulteration. 


because you have told us to-day tbit the majority of 
the magistrates in your county at large are not fitted P 
— I did not say that. 

59.613. You said that they wore not fitted ? — I beg 
your pardon ; I did not. I said tho majority of tho 
magistrates who attend tho court. 

59.614. Were wholly unsuited for the administration 
of the licensing law? — I did not put it in that way, 
but that infereuco may be drawn from the facts I gave. 

59.615. You have stated to this Commission that tho 
bench has been so packed that the magistrates have 
been standing on the stairs, and yet there was a 
majority against ? — That particular case I referred to 
wns in the county Cork. 

59.616. That would show they were unfitted for tho 
purpose of carrying out the licensing law ? — You may 
draw that inferenco from the facts I have told you. 

59.617. You have also told ub that they were so 
impecunious that they could not pay their hotel bills ? 
—I did not sny that. I dealt with three magistrates in 
particular that I wns aware wore in straitened circum- 
stances. 

59.618. Hoes not that provo what I say ? — No. Your 


59.627. With reference to the question of ondorse- Endorsing] 
ment, you expressed an opinion that it would be eonvie- 
dcsi cable that every Blight offence should be endorsed ? tions. 

—I said no such thing. 

59.628. That every offence should be endorsed and 
that endorsement should remain throughout? — No. 

What I suggest as advisable is that the present law 
which provides that a conviction within five yours 
should have effect for all purposes should apply irre- 
spective of any transfer that in the interval may have 
taken place from one license-holder to another. 

59.629. That is the exact question I asked you. That 
is your opinion P — For the period of five years. 

59.630. Then if a bad tenant who has committed an 
offence, and had the license endorsed, is succeeded by a 
good tenant, that tenant should carry his predecessor’s 
guilt with him ? — Yes ; and according to two English 
decisions that is the law at present. There uro two 
cases I can quote upon that. 

59.631. Yon say that is your opinion, and that is all 
I desire to elioit from you ? — Yes. 

59.632. Would not that he calculated to detor any 
respectable man — a man of capital and business ability 
— entering upon tho possession of one of these houses 


question as you put it was that I said tho whole of the where the license wns so endorsed?— To a certain 


magistrates" were no impecunious that they could not 
pay their hotel hills. 

59.619. I say some of them, hut that shows that thoy 
were unfitted? — 1. state, as regards three, that they wero 
in straitened circumstances, and I am quite satisfied 
they could not afford to spend three days in a strange 
placo stopping at an hotel unless their expenses were 
paid, and it was generally staled and believed tbit they 
were paid what were oallcd liberal expenses. That 
was supposed to cover more than their actual cash out 
of pocket. 

59.620. I should liko to know from you with reference 
to the body of men selected to serve as magistrates on 
the liench, wliufc is the qualification you would apply as 
a tost — social position? — You would have to ask the 
lieutenant of tho county that. As far ns I know, no 
qualification is laid down, lb is a matter of his dis- 


extent it might, but supposing that he bought the 
blemished license, he gets that license for a smaller 
price, and if he commits no offence, he does not run 
the risk of losing it. 

59,633. I want to ask a question as to your special Alterallon 
qualifications. You said when you requested certain, of 
repairs and alterations, you wore met by the statement premises, 
that they could not afford it. Is that part of your 
official duty. Have yon power to request certain 
alterations or additions to be made ? — It is part of my 
duty to take those steps within the Licensing Act for 
the enforcement of the Act, and when I visited these 
premises I found that they wore quite unsuitalilo for 
having the law properly carried out. I found that 
there was only ono door in common nso. 

59,684. Would you kindly answer my question. Hava 
you tlio power to compel alterations ? — I have not. I 
have power to request it to be done, and in case it 


cretion ; application is made bv influential people, and nQt d P n0| j can la y it before tho mag j. st rates, aud it wos 

he may consent to some and refuse others. 1 am awaro to onable m0 to do thftt 1 visifcctl thc tonses . 

of one cose whore a man who ought to have held a good 


social position, lmt who did not owing to his own 
conduct, had written again and again, and got friends 
to write to the lieutenant to appoint him to the Com- 
mission of tho Peace, and after five or six yearB he did 
get upon it, and that magistrate was a man who hardly 
could go into ordinary society without getting drunk — 
blind drunk. This was well known before he was 


59,635. In answer to the Chairman, you expressed 
an opinion that tho magistrates should have a discre- 
tionary power where they thought tho applicant for a 
seven-day license was not as sound as ho ought to bo, 
or had committed himself in the previous year, to say 
to him, wo will not grant you a seven-day license but 
you shall have a six-day license. 1 understood that 


appointed, but probably the lieutenant of tho county was what you expressed ?— Not quite. I was dealing 
fiid not know it. with the renewal, and I suggested they should say, 


with the renewal, and I suggested they should say, 
there is a couviction against your house in the last 
year; wo do not consider your conduct iB perfectly 
proper, but if you like, we will not renew tho seven- 
day license unless we can reduce it to a six-day. I was 
dealing with the renewal, not a grant. 

59,636. That being so, if tlio magistrates possessed 


59.621. His habits wero well known before he was 
appointed ? — Well known in his own locality, and he 
always attended in public-house cases. 

59.622. (Mr. Wal/cer.) It has been stated here that 

thero has been noticed to be a gradual but continued os.oou. iuuu uom g «j, u me magistrates possessed 
improvement in tlio social condition of the people of discretionary power, should there he any consideration 
Irelaud generally. Are you willing to testify to that? shown in a decision of that kind for the needs of tho 

—I should say so, but then it arises from on improve- people ? — Mv experience is that there aro ten times 

mont in thoir moans of living. They havo their farms more isoven-doy licenses than are required forSunday 
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Mr. 59,637. I understood you to express an opinion than 
F. J . Ball, there are no shebeons consequent upon the facilities 

already given ? — I did not say that. I said that there 

6 April ’98 was practically little sheboening, and that I did not 

believe that the making of the Sunday Closing Act 

Sunday uniform, would increase the number of them, because 
closing and the people can get drink at the public-houses, 
shebeens. 59,6:18. IE there was stricter control kept, and 
absolute closing on Sunday of public-houses, are you of 
opinion that shebeening would increase? — I did not 
quite say that. 

The witnee 


59,639. Are you of opinion it would increase ?— I do M r „ 
not think so. Provided the Licensings Act were F. }.&.;• I 
efficiently enforced, I do not think shobeening would — • " ' 

increase. Then thero is just one point I wish to refer Tr »v«H< 2 -' L 
to. I have seen a suggestion made about a travellers’ re P s fcr. " 2 
book in connection with the loml fide traveller. It 
occurs to mo that that would not provide any efficient 
check in preventing abuses, because it is open to a man 
to put down any bogus name and address, and the 
publican would say there is the name and thero is the 
address. 

withdrew. 


Mr. Neil M'Cobmick called m and examined. 


Mr. 59,640. (Chairman.) You come here with the precise 
N.M'Cot- and specific object of rebutting a statement made by 
miclt. Mr. McDouall], in answer to question 52,974, where he 

says : “We have in our own neighbourhood the islands 

Drunken- of Lismore and Tiree. the property of the Duke of 
ness in Argyll, who nllows no license on them, and it is quite a 
Lismore. well-known fact when the Lismore men come to Oban 
to market, they invariably, without exception, go back 
drunk and take large supplies of liquor with them. It 
has become quite a proverb in Oban, the Lismore men 
going homo drunk on market days; and at Tiree, when 
the steamers call, a large number of men go out in 
boats, and buy whisky from the stewards of the boats.’’ 
That is the statement which you wish to modify or 
rebut P — That is so. 

59.641. Are you a native of Lismore ? — Yes. 

59.642. Have you lived there some time? — I have 
lived almost all my days there. 

59.643. What do you say to that statement ? — I say 
that Mr. McDonald told what was not right when he 
made that statement. 

59.644. There were some licenses in Lismore, were 
there not, some little time ago? — Yes, there were 
licenses within 40 years. 

59.645. So long ago as that? — Yes. 

59.646. Was there much drunkenness, as far as you 
can recollect, on the island at that time ? — As I havo 
heard it said there was a good deal at that time. 

Improve- 59,647. Within your own memory havo thero been 
incut since licenses? — Thero wore two licenses within my own 
licenses time. 

abolished. 59,648. They have been closed? — Yes, the last was 
closed about 22 years ago. 

59.649. Have you noticed any change in tho habits of 
the people inconsequence? — A great deal, and especially 
in the young generation. 

59.650. Then do you say that that statement that 
Mr. McDonald made before this Commission has boon 
much observed upon in Lismore P — Yes, very much. 
Tho people felt it very much. 

59.651. You simply deny it? — Certainly I deny it. 

Statement 59,652. I suppose yon are not in a position to deny 
rebutted, that when tho Lismore men come to Oban they might 

Sec got drunk thero, and be sober when they get back r — 

Q. 52,974. There is only one way of getting back, and that is by 

the steamer, and it must bo seen there. I have seen 
cases of drunkenness, but very few. 


59.653. Therefore you combat tho statement that they .l/ r . 

invariably go back drunk?— Yes, ho says, “without xY.J/'iv 
exception.” I say that I can prove that that is not the mid. ,> 
case. — . ■ 

59.654. What is the number of inhabitants on tho 
island of Lismore ? — About 600. 

59.655. So far as yon can testify from your observation, 
when the men who go to Oban to market come back 
they are sober?— Yes; as I say with the exception of 
very l ew. 

59.656. On some occasions I suppose? — On some 
occasions, perhaps on a market day, I have seen two or 
three ; I know them all, and I have seen only perhaps one 
or two, and perhaps once or twice a year. 

59.657. Would tho captain of tho steamer corroborate 
what you say? — Yes, he would be the very man that 
could do it as well as other men in Oban — well-kuown 
men, such as Mr. Cawson , the auctioneer that carries on 
tho market there. 

59.658. I understand you not only to dispute the 
statement bub to deny thero is any truth in it except ou 
those few occasions of which you speak, and the few 
individuals whom you havo seen there ? — Exactly that 
is it. 

59.659. (Mr. Grinling.) Do you know that thero was 
a letter in tho “ Scotsman” not very long ago on this 
subject. Has that come to your knowledge ? — I never 
saw it in tho “ Scotsman." 

59.660. Tho statement I understand there is, that the 
refusal by tho Duke of Argyll to allow a public-house 
in Tiree, and another plaeo which iB mentioned, lias 
caused untold evils ? — I do not refer to Tiree ; I do not 
know much about Tiree, lmt I know Lismore. Part of 
Lismore belongs to the Duke of Argyll. 

59.661. You do not know about that lottor or any 
correspondence that followed it P — No. 

59.662. (Mr. Caine) Is thoro auy desire whatever Note® 
on the part of tho pooplo of Lismore to havo a public- forfictK 
house on the island ? — None whatever. If a plebiscite j“ de 
were taken it would be found they would nob want it. island. 

59.663. By a large majority? — Yes. 

59.664. Do you think anybody would vote for it ? — 
lb is possible. Thero is hardly anything bnt what 
somebody would support it. 

59.665. The great bulb of tbo people of Lismore are 
against having a publio-houso on tho island? — They 
are against it, 


The witness withdrew. 


Mr. Ernest G. Swirrr. oalled in and examined. 


. 59,666. (Chairman.) You are a Dublin Metropolitan 

Police Magistrate ? — Yes. 

59,667. And have held that office for how many years ? 
— Nearly eight years. 


59,671. How many of those charges arise from MrM-f] 
drunkenness on Sunday, as compared to what arise on See- 
the Saturday P — I cau tall you some particulars. I will ■ ‘ 
take last Monday at random to give you tho figures. 

On that day in the northern court out of a total of 160 


59,668. "What should you say was the state of tho charges 85 were in connection with drunkenness— just 
people as regards drunkenness in Dublin ?— I am afraid about half, and that is a curious thing— 60 of which had 


it is sadly prevalent, and to a very deplorable extent. 
59,669. Do you think thero is any change for the 


better or for the worse P — Well, aa far as my experience All Sunday. 


occurred bofore midnight on Saturday.and 25 on Sunday. 
59,672. (Mr. Whittaker). What time ou Sunday?— 


as a magistrate goes I should have thought it was 59,673. From midnight on Saturday P— Yes. 
mmh.bojttli. ««mc. I do not toko any note of the 696Hl . ono t „„ O . doot „„ SimdaJ 

number of eases that come before mo. moving P_Tkot Sonld ooont a« Sunday. Simitalj 

19,670. On what day does tho large majority of in the southern court, out of a total of 53 charges on 


Saturday •>'.», o/U. tin what day does tho large majority of m tho southern court, out of a total or 53 charges on 
wul Sunday charges of drunkenness come up before yon os a that day 24 were for drunkenness of which 17 occurred 

drunken- magistrate? — The great majority come on Monday before midnight on Saturday and seven on Sunday- 

ness. morning. That is due, of course, to the men being paid Thus in the two courts out of a total of 213 charges on 

on Saturday night, and also to tho leisuro of Sunday — ono day 105, or just half, woro in connection with 


ness morning. That is due, of course, to the men being paid Thus in the two courts out of a total of 213 charges on 

on Saturday night, and also to tho leisuro of Sunday — ono day 105, or just half, woro in connection with 
the holiday. drunkenness. 
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,r r £. 6. 59,675. (Chairman). Wlint is the day for paying 59,690. Tito to fivo ? — Yes, 1 

\-jfle. wages in Dublin ?— I think Saturday is the usual day. 59,691. Would that meet y 
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t, two to five. Mr. K. G. 

wages in Dublin 1 ttnuK Saturday is the usual day. 59,691. Would that meet your view ? — I think so. Suiflg. 
Some houses pay on Friday evenings, and accordingly That would be again experimental as placing further 
. oa Saturday morning wo have sometimes an unusual difficulty in tho way of obtaining drink, in the hope * 
number of charges of drunkenness as compared with that it would alleviate the ovil. 

t»-0 or three mora.ag. Wore that. 59,692. It (botllJ b , 1( , re „ tb , authority 

9,676. Do you observe that the increase of charges to decide what the hours should be ; but you tbiak two 
takes place u^on any one ^particular clay of the month to five ?— 1 nhould leave it to the Legislature. 

3 ‘ r >V ~ ~ e *’ 1 ~ e v 59,696. To fix the hours? — Yes, I think so. That is 

the present system. 

59,694. Not to allow discretion within those limits? 

— I think I would rather have it fixed. 


„s distinguished from the day of the week ? — Yes ; 
about tho first of every month there is nn increase; that 
is due to tho pensioners being paid their pensions. 

59,677. What number of people would there be in 
receipt of pensions ? — I cannot say, but lam afraid that 
a certain number of them exceed. 


59,695. The recorder is tho solo licensing authority, Sunday 
. „ ... , .= ho not, in Dublin? — Not for off licenses. In con- closing and 

5li.be 8. Would tho amount of money paid by way of nec tio„ with the matter of Sunday closing, tho great shebeens, 
pensions on thofii'Bt of the month be likely considerably objection that is urged against it is that it would 
*“ ’ — “ uo “ '."? n T Qr ot cases?— I think it does i ncl . el iso fho number of ahobcens and bogus clubs. 


make an appreciable difference. an(l i ngl . ee that it would probably have that 

:iMsion 59,679. In the case of those charges that come before effoct for a while at any rato, und accordingly I would 


you as a magistrate what proportion of them do you propose to moet that by increasing the penalties «... 
^ierirno. think apart from actual drunkenness are based upon the illicit salo of drink and increasing the penalties 

tho fact that drink accompanied the act with which, for the illicit keeping ot drink for sale, and that would 
they ore charged P — I think a large number of assaults to a certain extent meet tho objection, 
nro attributable, as might be expected, to tho effect of 59,696. The effects of the restriction would only bo 

drink. The ouonder is often more or less drunk at the • - - 

time he commits the assault. Sometimes in cases of 
larceny they seem to think it a good defence i f they set n p 
the plea that they wero drunk, and they took the thing 
and did not know what they wero doing at the time. 

However. I have found as a rule thut that defence is 
negatived. It is only a fictitious plea that is pat 
forward. 


i the Dublin police 


* * . S®' 680 ; ““ t1l ° or ft. movmso , b( , w ; , ha „„ r j 0 „ W -„, y 

? drunk™™. b«a not, tod of late year, from the g.;„ B „„ ot „ illegitimate 

bench ? Ye,, it was noticed quite neatly, ho cl mraotar iu any oluh, poSer Sf outry ?-l ahouid bo i„ 
mteitly a® la 3 1 Monday the day tofmn y.sterfay-an.l ft,, £ conueitiou with tb.ialo of iuvmcaftu,- 

I took a note of it from yesterday s paper. liquor. 

S9.881. By ithom'-Mr. Ju.tioo Kenny He wo. r.S.m. Without a apooial anthority?_I think it 
paidiiig at tho Dublin City Commmamn of Oy» and „ bobld on , ll0 of lb J cbic f po!ico 


temporary? — I think in duo 1 
would be able to cope with it. 

59.697. And there would be no necessity for any Clubs, 
licensing of clubs, or anything of that sort, or regis- 
tration? — I think if something of that sort could bo 
devised it would bo a very good thing. There is a 
great deal of difficulty about it. 

59.698. Do you think it would be sufficient to say to 


Terainor on Monday, and he referred to an increase of 
about 85 per cent, in the cases of drunkenness in two 
months of 1898, that is to say tho two months preceding 
the Commission, as compared with tho corresponding 
two mouths of ] 807. The figures be gave were 1,81-1 
as against 983. 

59.682. Ilo only gave tho figures. Ho did not 
attempt to deduce tho causes P — He did not attempt to 
explain tho cause, but ho pointed it out as a very 
alarming increase. It works out to about 35 per cent, 
in the two months ho rofotrod to of 1898. as compared 
with tlio corresponding two months of 1897. 

59.683. Coming to your own opinion, what would you 
say as to Saturday earlier closing, or Sunday closing, 

••uipwary a S ’ to its effect on dmukenness ? — I consider that the 
aasire. Sunday closing question is a very perplexing one ; but 
I am inclined on tho whole to think that it might be, 
perhaps, triod as a temporary expedient-, having regard 
to the fact that tho prosontlaw appears to have failed 
from the considerable number of cases that still come 
before the courts, and there seems to be qnite a 
recent recrudoseencc of drunkenness, as appears from 
Mr. Justice Kenny’s observations two days ago. 




Commissioner of tho city. 

59.700. He should iasno a warrant? — I think he Police 
should issue a warrant. He would not bo at all likely entry, 
to abuse that power. 

59.701. Yoii think ho should have a roving power to 
order his police at any time to go in ? — Otherwise it is 
difficult to boo how yon can get at the evil. Tho great 
difficulty is to prove sale. I had a good many of these 
bogus club oases before mo a few years ago autl the 
police usod to go ill, but it wns difficult to prove au 
actual sale. 

59.702. Ah a matter of fact you do not think that 
the power to tho polico to enter at any moment on 
reasonable suspicion would bo an inconvenience bo tho 
social and respectable clubs in Dublin? — No, because 
I do not think they would ever do it in the case of a 
respectable clnb. 

',703. They might do it in tho case of the poors 

, nr thn workmen men’s rink*. “ 


59,684. When you say it should be temporarily tried, 
to say that tho authorities in Dublin, aud 


do you menu 

the other towns, should have tho option, if they liked, 


club3, or tho working men’s clnba. They would hare 
loss compunction in going in there than into a rich 
clnb? — There are some of the workmen’s clubs, I 
believe, which nro eminently respectable and properly 
conducted. 

59,704. That is what I am supposing ? — And I think 
the polico would know thuir general character aud not 


of applying it?— I did not think of it 'aa an optional exercise tho power I am referring to. They might 
measure so much us compulsory ; but supposing total mB “ “ nn stake sometimes. 

I--: * ‘ ,,f T alinnlii l,n KQ 7rai think l.Wn 


Sunday closing worn not approved of, I should be 
favour of restricting or curtailing tho hours of sale on 
Saturday evening, and also of curtailing the hours of 
salo on Sunday evening by a couple of hours in each 


59,685. If tho authorities in tho exempted cities had 
the option of applying it, I suppose there is a chance 
tbnt one or two of them might apply it, and so the 
experiment would bo made ? — Quite i 


59.705. You think thero might be more disposition 
oa tho part of the police to risk visiting a poor man’s 
club than tho upper class club ?— 1 think there might 
be somewhat more. 

59.706. You do not think it would be necessary to 
give special protection to tho working men’s clubs 


against^that possible abnso on the jjart of the polico? 


3(1. You would rather go beyond that, and like which 


, I think on the whole it should be left" to tho 
discretion of the polico. There is no other safeguard 


s itself to mo at this moment. 


at onco an Act to bo passed ?— Tho view I tako of i 
that the existing low seems to have proved inadequate, 
and to have failed. 

59,687. Yon would like an Act to he passed in the 
first instance for a short poriod ? — Yes, aa a tentative 
measure. 

I. As to Sunday — I do not say it is the only 


50.707. irtho clnb was found to bo an illicit clnb, or 
illicit practices were going on within it, you would 
greatly increase the penalty on conviction ? — I would. 

1 should like to point that out more specifically a little 
later on. 

59.708. Perhaps it will bo convenient if you would do it penalties 
now P— What I am referring to is this : that at present for illicit 


'-'thud Rt, ggestion yon have to make — would yen like to see 
• the hours during which pnblic-honscs are open 
restricted ?— Yes. 

59,689. In any viow ? — Yos, that is what I wish to * 

convey in any case, and I would suggest tho knocking one month absolutely, or ho con pub on a penalty of 
all of twtiffittuttf image digitised oy the University ofltftaiu pfamuLui ip on nltjt h^50ik hfi msnhub Send the 
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llicit sale of drink, by the combined operation of sale, 
the 3rd and 51st sections of tho Act of 1872 a magis- 
trate can do one of two things, taking the case of a first 
offence. He can oitlicr send the offender to prison for 
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Mr. E. C. offender to prison at once. He must issne his 'warrant 
Swiflc. 0 f distress, and it there arc no goods to answer the fine 
— 7* or on which the line con be levied, then he can send the 

a April ’98 often dor to prison up to six months, and that seems to 

mo to be a curious state of the law, but it lias been 

decided to bo the law by certain cases that have arisen 
in England; aud in Ireland, in a recent case of 
ro Brown, in wbicli n magistrate imposed a fine of that 
sort. That is what I consider the most efficient way of 

S i-oreeding with these bogus clubs, because the con- 
actor of such a club might, not mind being sent to 
prison for a month, but when we put on a penalty of 
502., though in some cases they paid the fine, it lmd the 
effort of more or less smashing the club. 

59,709. In the event of your substituting the im- 
prisonment for oho fine, who would you imprison — the 
secretary P — Whoever the person was who had been 
convicted — the inimnger generally, who would be the 
Secretary too. That is what I did. I put on heavy 
penal tics of tha t kind and, as I say, they had a good 
effect in this way, that they either tended to smash up 
the club on account of the large amount of the fino it 
paid, or if the fine wus not paid, then I sent the defen. 
diuit to prison for six months, and he did not like that. 

59,710. You do not think they would he crafty 
enough to put forward some excuse that it was distri- 
bution and not sale going on ? — That is the defence, of 
course, always, and it makes a great difficulty. In 
those eases what I had to investigate was whether the 
Club rules, clnb was a hot ni fide club. The rules of the club looked 
very' well on paper usually, and the objects were 
excellent, and all that, but the rules were practically 
waste paper. They were set utterly at defiance, and the 
thing was nothing but a sort of drinking association, and 
if it had been strictly a drinking association I do not 
think I could have touched it if it had been proved 
there was a ponnersbip existing, and that the drink 
was the partnership property. They tried to prove 
that, hut as a rnlc they failed. 


to fine a person who has been brought before him 50 
Is., or even dismiss him altogether with a cancion. 6 

59,720. Would yon give the magistrates, after a third ~~ 
conviction, the power of absolute imprisonment?— I Imrr«- 
think so ; liccnnsc there might lie one or two slips van 
could understand, but if a person goes on persistently fount 
being drunk in public after the third time, I think I wsrtcii 
should be inclined to give the power of absolute 
lprisonment. 


59,721. For what period P— -I did not consider that 
exactly, but certainly up to a month at any rate. 


59,722. I suppose iu the coso of repeated convictions 
amounting to confirmed inebriety' you would not 
hesitate to send a man to some plnco where he could be 
detained compulsorily for a lengthened period?— I 
think so. I think that would bo an excellent thin". 


59,711. If tho rules would Batisfy anybody that they 
were good on paper, you do not think registration 
would bo of any use, because the secretary would send 
up rules that would bo perfectly satisfactory to tho 
Registrar ? — Yes, and that is what they did in effect. 
In some oases they furnished oopies of tho rules to tho 
police and then broke the rules afterwards. 


59,712. No furnishing of rules would he of much use P 
— No, I do not think it would bo a safeguard. Then 
having regal'd to the anomaly as it seems to me existing 
between tho result of not paying the fino and the power 
of immediate imprisonment, I would propose that tho 
limit of one month should be raised to three months 
and tbnt in the case of illicit salo of any kind there 
Bhonld be a power to imprison for three months 
absolutely. That ought to have some effect. 

Illicit 59,713. You have another suggestion to make with 

keeping for roferenco to illicit sale, that the keeping for sale should 
sale. he an equal offence with the selling? — Yes. That 

arises under an Act of Parliament which I heard a 
previous witness refer to, the 17 and 18 Victoria, Cap. 89. 

59, 7 It. That is the Irish Spirits Act of 1854 P — Yes. 
That is tho Act under which tho shebeen-keepers are 
prosecuted before ns, for keeping for sale; and 
there is a very largo difference between tho penalties 
nndor that Act and under the Licensing Act, thongh it 
seems to me thoro is not much practical difference 
botwcon keeping for sale and actually soiling, because 
there is the opportunity for selling the drink by keeping 
it for sale ; but nndor tho Act of 1854 you can only for 
a first offence give up to a mouth’s absolute imprison- 
ment or impose up to 40s. fino. The alternative 

E enalty is up to 40s., which makes a curious difference 
otween that Act and tho Act of 1872. The alternative 
penalty of tho Act of 1872 is up to 502. 

59,715. Whilo on the enbjocfc of penalties, would you 
increase tho penalty for simple drunkenness p — Yes, I 
would. 

59,716. I did not know whether you would take 
cognizance of simplo drunkenness ? — Yes. 

59,717. Without being disorderly P— Yes, we do 
constantly— simple drunkenness. 

69,718. For simple drunkenness on the second or third 
conviction yon would increase the penalty P — I Bhonld. 

59.719. Yon would raise the minimum P — I 
would establish a minimum. There is no minimum at 
present. Thnt is wlmt I complain of. Tho way the 
matter stands at present is this : On a first conviction 
yon cannot fine more than 10s. for simple drunkenness ; 
2u« p for. a second, 


69.723. What have you to say on the subject of oil- Spirit 
licenses — grocers' licenses P — With reference to the pccti*. 
spirit grocers’ lice uses that we issue, we are bound to 
issuo them if two conditions are satisfied ; one is that 

the applicant is of good character, and the other is that 
hiB premises are suitable. Wo are not at liberty since 
a decision which sot the matter at rest — Marshall 
the Justices of Tyrone, which was decided in the Irish 
Court of Appeal— to take inLo consideration the wants 
of tho locality, so that if there wns ja spirit grocer ou 
each side of a certain house, and an applicant for a 
lioonso for tho house in the middle satisfied the condi- 
tions I have mentioned ho must get his license. 

59.724. Ho nrast get his license, no matter whether 
there were already two grocers' licenses in the immediate 
vicinity, and one next door ? — Yes. 

59.725. He must get it, even if he wishes to put a 
spirit grocer’s license in a honse close adjoining somo 
place to which it would he most improper it should 
ndjoin? — I am putting the strongest possible case of 
the non-necessity, that is, putting a case where at 
No. 2 and No. 4 in a certain street there were spirit 
grocers, and if a man occupying No. 3 applies for a 
spirit grocer’s liconse and his character is good, and his 
premises are suitable, he must get it. 

69.726. Supposing he applied for a spirit grocer’s 
license close adjoining a church or a chapel, should you 
object to that? — It luis boon held iu that very same 
case that you must not take that into consideration. 
What you have to consider is not tho suitability of the 
surroundings, hut of tho promises— what I might call 
the structural suitability. 


Penalties 
for simple 


59,728. Without any roferenco to external circum- 
stances ? — Yes, 

■>9,729. Wlicroas when a license is granted to sell Bccr- 
beer by retail under your Irish Act the magistrates rttsike 
may take into consideration the requirements of the 
public P — Yes, and I think it wonld lie right to put the 
spirit grocers' licenses on the same footing as that. Tn 
fact the Dublin magistrates have been found fault with 
for granting so many spirit grocers’ licenses, the 
publicans uppnrently not being aware that they are 
hound to do so as the law stands, if the two conditions 
are satisfied. 

59.730. When application is made for a beer license 
under the Beer liieenso Act of 1877, thnt requires an 
applicant who asks for a transfer to have resided three 
months in tho locality P — In “ exclusive occupation” of 
the premises. 1 would suggest that that is a matter 
requiring amendment, because it works great hardships. 

59.731. In what direction P — In the direction that tho 
business has to bo suspended three months in the cose 
of a tranafor. The new man coming in has not been in 
occupation three months and therefore he cannot satisfy 
tho condition, and I think that that is a provision that 
ought to bo amended. 

69.732. And that there slionld he an immediate 
transfer ?— Yos. 

59.733. To the person who is in occupation of the same 
premises P — Yes, that is the only way I see, otherwise 
you must havo a suspension of tho business as a going 
concern. 

59.734. Tho business nood not bo suspended, but the 
liquor part would havo to bo suspended ? — I am speaking 
of tho liquor business. 

59.735. I thought it was in connection with off 
licenses. You were speaking of that ? — Yes, but they 
would havo to discontinue the off-trado. 

1,736. It is a mixed trade, and the rest of the trade 

wfettstewAwiw* 11 wtat 
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59.737. You arc speaking of boor off-liceu.ses ?— Yes. 
It is only to tho particular casu of beer off-licenses that 
the Act applies. 

59.738. (Mr. MyeU>p.) I understood you to say that 

E i believe the Sunday Closing Act was a partial 
are in Ireland ? — What I intended to say was that 
the evil of intemperance requires further chocking and 
that the present law in that direction has proved 
insufficient. 

59,739. That is my moaning, chat the present Ant 
has proved insufficient and therefore a partial failure? 
— Yes. the present Act as part of the whole legislation. 

59,740. I also understood you to say you would 
curtail the hours of closing on Saturdays? — Yes. 

59.741. Tho evidence os to tho question of payment 
of wages has boon in the direction that Saturday is tho 
day on which wages are paid. Does Dublin differ from 
Belfast in that respect? — I do not know what the day 
is in Belfast. 

59,74-2. We have boon given to understand that tho 
wages aro principally paid in Belfast on Friday? — I 
think in Dublin tney are chiefly paid on Saturday. 

5!), 743. In that case you would have to close the 
houses on Friday ns well os Saturday. If tho men are 
not to bo trusted with the monoy they havo earned you 
would uloso the houses on Friday ns well os Saturday ? 
—I am rather assuming that in the great majority of 
coses the wages are paid on Saturday, and then the 
Saturday halt-holiday comes in also. 

5!) ,744. To what time would youS restrict the sale’ou 
Saturday ? — I suggest— it is more or less an arbitrary 
suggestion — a knocking off of two hours. I think ft 
thoy could get drink up to 9 o’clock on Saturdays that 
should be sufficient. 

59,745. Would yoa leave it to the discretion of the 
magistrates ? — That was what the Chairman put to me, 
but I would make it a matter of legislation, as it is now. 

59,746. Referring to tne same authority I quoted 
before, Mr. O'Douell, of Dublin. He says : “ I would 
“ close public-houses, at 9 o’clock hut for this fact, 
“ which I think a most serious one, because you are 
“ dealing with the habits of the people.” Do you agree 
with that ? — I do not exactly know what that moans if 
it wore developed. I suppose he means that the people 
make their purchases on Saturday nights. 

59,747. He infers that? — I snppo.se he menus they 
are oxposod to a particular tomptation when making 
thoir purchases. 

59,7-18. Tho custom in Dublin has been that tlie 
working people shop on Saturday nights, and tbe shops 
of tho butcher and tho grocer are kept opon till 12 o’clock 
for thoir eonvonionce P — Yes. I do not propose to 
intorfero with that custom, but 1 moan that tho poople 
should not bo able to get drink after 9 o’clock. 

59,749. Then comes the quostion as to going to these 
places whore drink is sold. How could you prevent 
thoir going to grocers’ shops and various shops whore 
drink is sold along with other commodities ? — The grocer 
cannot give them drink for immediate consumption, 
unless ho has a publican’s license, without breaking the 
law. They have only off-licenses. The spirit grocer's 
license is an off-license. 

59,750. (Mr. Whittaker.) Should I be correct in saying 
that your view os to Sunday closing was that as far as 
it hnd gone it hod been beneficial, but you think it 
ought to bo extended a little further P — I think that is it. 

59,751. (Mr. Grinling.) With reference to your 
suggestion as to the increased magisterial control over 
the spirit grocers’ licenso, the largest wine merchants 
iu Dublin, and in faot all over Ireland, trade under that 
license, do not thoy P — Yes, I believe they do. 

59,752. You put an extreme case of an application 
for a license in respect of a house bokweon two other 
licensed houBes ; but taking tbe case of old family wine 
merchants, would you think it necessary that they 
should go to tho magistrates except under the four 
present conditions, would not you consider them 
sufficient P — The magistrates should havo a discretion. 
I think that in suck a case a3 that, where a house has 
an established reputation, tho magistrates should have 
a discretion. 

59,753. If yon send a man to the magistrates with 
reference to what he is to sell, you put him in an 


invidious position from the trader’s point of view. Mr. £. G. 
The law of England is different to that of Ireland. SwiJIt. 

A man trading under an English off-license can sell 

wines and spirits immediately he gets his license 6 April ’98 
without magisterial control at all P — Yes. 

59.754. Would you see any objection to that ? — There 
is a good deal of breaking of the law, I am afraid, by 
the spirit grocers. I do not know whether it is so iu 
England or not. 

59.755. Does not it rather arise from the anomalous 
state of tho licenses. Under the spirit grocer’s licenso 
they ore restricted in the quantities they can sell, and 
the^result is thoy are driven to a publican's license ? 

59.756. A great deal of complaint made against the 
spirit grocer’s license has nothing to do with the license, 
but with the stuto of tho law nnder which he carries 
on his business. I think that is a fair statement, is it 
not P— Yes. 

59.75 7. (Mr. Young.) May I ask you do you think Sale in 
that spirit grocers should ho confined to the sale only closed 
of bottled liquor P — I think it would he a considerable vessels, 
safeguard against their breaking tho law if they were 

so confined. Tbit would limit them necessarily to 
carrying out tho restrictions of their off-license if thoy 
sold iu buttles only, lint if they con sell a gloss of 
whisky of course they can easily break the law. 

59.758. You would recommend then that spirit grocers 
should only sell nnder corks — bottled 1 iquor ? — I do not 
know that I would go so far as to recommend that 
without consideration ; but I think the question is 
worthy of consideration, and it would certainly meet 
one difficulty. 

59.759. If the limit was confined to a half pint and 
closed vessels, would it meet the requirements of the 
trade P — I do not know exactly whut the requirements 
of the trado are. 

59.760. (Mr. Grinling.) It would give the trader a 
fair means of carrying on his business, and would meet 
the requirements of the public supposing the ofF-licon.se 
—do not call it a spirit grocer’s license — necessitated 
the sale iu sealed vessels or closed vessels, and tho 
limit was half a pint? — I say that that would be 
a desirable change from my point of view, because it 
would help to prevent tho brooking of tho law which 
occurs in a great many cosoaby spirit grocers providing 
thoir customers with driuk on the premises. 

59.761. That would gi vo an opportunity of preventing 
drinking on tho pvomisos P — Quite so. 

59,702. (Mr. Young.) May I take it you strongly 
recommend that? — I think it would be, as far as I can 
see, a desirable reform. 

59.763. With reference to clubs you recommend that (jiubs. 
they should be registered ?— I do not think I said that. 

59.764. (Chairman.) Your evidence waa rather in the 
opposite direction ? — I recommend than the police 
should havo a large di.xcrotionary power under the 
warrant of the Chief Commissioner of Police for entering 
suspected clubs. 

59.765. (Mr. Young.) Do you think that that wonld 
be effective in preventing bogus clubs? — I do, or in 
detecting them. 

59.766. You would recommend, I think, that im- Penalties 

S risomnent should be imposed for a third offence of f or drunk- 
ruukenness P — Yes, after the third. enness. 

59,767. Is that for the soke of reform or what other 
viow do you take of the matter — It is very hard to 
reform a drunkard, but at any rate as a punitive 
measnre I think it would have a deterrent effect. I 
think people who do not mind paying fines wonld not 
like to go to prison for a month. 

59,768. You th ink tho penalty at present is not 
sufficiently large? — I am inclined to think that, because 
these people come up over and over again before me — 
tho same people. 

59,769. I think it is the opinion of many that if they 
wero imprisoned — that is, tne habitual drunkards — for 
two or three years it would be a great advantage to 
themselves and probably would be a curative ? — Yes, of 
course that means compulsory total abstinence for tho 
time, and it is perhaps not improbable that people who 
undergo that would reform. 


The witness withdrew. 


Adjourned till Tuesday, April 26th, at 11 o’olock. 
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ONE HUNDREDTH DAY. 


Queen’s Robing Room, House of Lords, Tuesday, April 26th, 1898. 


The Eight Honourable the VISCOUNT PEEL i 


The Right Hon. the Viscount de Ybsci. 

The Right Hon. Sir Algernon West, K.C.B, 
Sir William Henry Houldsworth, Part., M.P. 
Sir Charles Cameron, Dart., M.P. 


Henry Grinling, Esq. 
Samuel Hyslof, Esq. 


Henry Riley Smith, Esq. 

Charles Walker. Esq. 

Thomas Palmer Whittaker, Esq., M.P. 
Samuel Young, Esq., M.P. 

George Youngeh, Esq. 


Mr. Thomas Wallace Russell, M.P., called in and examined. 


. 59,770. (Chairman.) Yon ave, as we know, Member 

for Tyrone P — S'or the Southern Division of that county. 

59.771. You are a resident, I believe, in Dublin P — 
. Yes. 

59.772. Have you been for many years connected with 
1 the Irish Temperance Party? — I was Secretary and 

Parliamentary Agent for the Irish Temperance Party 
for 21 years. 

59.773. The Sunday closing movement, with which 
you aro very well acquainted, originated in what year ? 
—In 1866. 

59.774. As we know, five towns were exempted from 
the operation of that Act ? — Perhaps I might say that 
the movement first took Parliamentary sliupo in tho 
year 1874. On the 12tli May 1876 a motion was carriod 
against theGovernnient by amajorityof56toG. ASelccb 
Committee sat in 1877, over winch Sir Michael Hii-ks- 
Bcach. tho present Chancellor of tho Exchequer, presided. 
The Government on that Committee proposed to exempt 
five largo towns — Dublin, Belfast, Cork, Limerick, and 
Waterford — from the operation of the Bill. The Govern- 
ment were defeated on tho Select Committee by 9 to 7. 
Then tho Bill was introduced by Professor Smyth in 


1878, and as a matter of policy tho Government amend- 
ments were accopted; tho five towns wero exempted, 


the hour 3 of snlo being reduced by two hours. The 
public-houses were closed on Snndays in these five cities 
at 7 o'clock instead of at 9, as previously. An 
amendment was accepted making tho Bill experimental 
for four years. That is a point 1 wish to put before the 
Commission. That was not a Government amendment; 
it was an amendment moved by Mr. Collins, then 
member for Kinsale; and the promoters of the Bill 
desiring to have it passod, accepted that amendment. 


59,775. Prom that time to this, that Act appears i 
the Expiring Laws Continuance Bill ? — Yes. I shoul 
now like, if it is desired, to give the first results s 


59,778. In iavour of that Bill, yon have had several Mr. T. IT. 

E renouncements, have yon not, from several Chief Rush’!, 
ccretaries?— Previous to the expiration of the four years Jf.P. 


was then Chief Secretary for Ireland ; I think that was Pio- 
in November 1881. The Parliamentary Returns show- sounc;- 
ing the results were placed before the Chief Secretary, meats r.f 
His statement practically amounted to this — I have the lost CL; 
exact words — that the Government would on no account Secic- 
allow the Bill to lapse ; that if it wero not made peraa- blrlts - 
nent- hy a private member, the Government would 
certainly put it into the Expiring Laws Continuance 
Bill ; and lie said there could be no doubt of the success 
of the measure, and, what to him was more important, 
it had not gone ahead of public • opinion. Sir George 
Trevelyan ns Chiof Secretary for Ireland in tho 
year 1883 introduced a complete Bill, covering the five 
towns, into the House of Commons. It was not passed. 

Mr. Arthur Balfour, when Chief Secretary in 188S. 
declared .to a deputation of which I was a member that 
the matter was one past argument altogether; and 
Mr. Morley, who has boon Chief Secrotary since, has 
declared over and over again that he looks upon the 
matter in the sumo light as his predecessor, Mr. 

Arthur Balfour. 


59,779. The Bills that wore before these successive The 
Chief Secretaries inolnded tho exempted towns ?— Yes ; exempts! 
but I think, in justice, I ought to say this, that in 1888, towns, 
while Mr. Balfour was Chief Secretary for Ireland, the 
Bill was roferred to another Select Committco over The 
which Mr. Justice Mnddcn, then Attorney-General for Select 
Ireland, presided. There again, Mr. Madden, then tho Commits 
Attorney-General, introduced procisoly the same of 188S- 
nmendment that Sir Michael Hicks-Beach introduced 
in 1877. Theso amendments were rejected hy that 
Committee also, by a larger majority. 1 myself was a 
member of that Select Committee. 


shown in the Parliamentary Returns. 

59,776. I should like to ask you first why was it 
pressed so much that it should be only an experiment 
for four years ? — The reason was this. Tho Irish oppo- 


Irish member's voted in the divisions against the Bill, an 
overwhelming majority, something between 50 ancl 60 
voting for it all through. There was more than one 
all-night sitting. The feeling, however', was very 
strong indeed. Tho tomperauce party were so con- 
fident of tho success of the Bill, that they accepted that 
amendment in order to got the Bill through on the last 
day of the Session. It only passed on the last day of 
the Session of 1878. 

59,777. The fact that it was made an experiment for 
four yeai'3 was rather a question of expediency than of 
settled policy on tho part of the majority of members, 
was it not r— Quite so. If the temperance party had 
opposed it, the Government would not have accepted it ; 
but time was so precious, and it was so risky, that, 
acting on my own advice, the members supporting 
the Bill in the House of Commons accepted that 
amendment. 


59,780. What were the amendments? — The amend- 
ments wero to exclude from the operation of tho 
Bill the five exempted cities. Mr. Madden was 
defeated in tho Committee hy a larger majority than 
that by which Sir Miehnel Hicks-Beuch was defeated 
in 1877. While tho Committee was sitting, I myself 
had charge of a Bill for shortening tho hours of sale 
on Saturday night. That was carried in the House 


of Commons by 178 to 102, and referred to Mr. Madden's 
Committee. Tho report of the Committee was to this 


effect : “ The Committee have consolidated and amended 


“ Committee recommend, first, that the Act of 1878 ho 
“ mado perpetual and extended to the five cities now 
“ exempted from the full operation of the Act.” Ifeel 
bound to say that the Government, so far as it was 
represented upon the Committee, opposed the inclusion 
of the five cilios, although it was carried against them. 
The Government Opposition was to exclude the five 
cities and to shorten the hours of sale from 2 to 5. 
“ Second, that the qualifying distance under the io>|“ 
“ fide traveller provision Mould be extended to six 
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“ miles. Third, that nil homes for the sale of intoxi- 
" eating liquors in Ireland should ho closed at 9 o'clock 
“ on Saturdays.” That was the result of the Hill 
which had been referred to them, which the House of 
Commons had sanctioned by carrying the second 
reading therefore I wish the Commission to understand 
that whilst Mr. Balfour and Mr. Morley, with other 
Chief Secretaries, have spoken in favour of the Bill, I 
believe they have always spoken with a view of having 
at least three honrs’ sale in the live exempted cities. 
These gentlemen are not bore, and I know the exact facts, 
and I believe if the Bill had come to a Committee of the 
House of Commons the Government, would have moved 
snch an amendment. 

59,781- What were the honrs they would be in favour 
of? — Two to 5 o'clock was Mr. Maddon's proposition — 
it is now 2 to 7. Previous to that it was 2 to 9, and 
previous to that 2 to 11. It lias been reduced from 
11 to 7. I may say that the Bill as sought to he 
uincuded by Mr. Madden was the policy of the Govern- 
ment from 1886 to 1892 beyond all question, and they 
were quite ready to pass it and to support it in that 
shape. 

59.782. What happened to the Bill in 1892? — Of 
course, a private member’s Bill has to run the chances 
of the ballot. In some Sessions it got to a, division, in 
others it failed, but on no occasion that that Bill has 
liecn before the House of Commons has it failed to 
secure a substantial majority of the House of Commons 
and a very considerable majority of Irish members 
always, with the exception that on the last occasion 
there was a majority but it was not so large as on 
previous occasions. 

59.783. What is the condition of that Bill now? — The 
condition of that Bill is that it is the First Order of the 
Day to-morrow week, hut the time of the House has 
been appropriated for the Irish Local Government 
Bill, and I am afraid that the Bill, so far as this Session 
is concerned, is dead. On the last occasion, although 
Mr. Arthur Balfour spoke for the Bill, he explained 
that the majority of his colleagues thought that it 
ought not to bo pressed hi view of the fact that the 
.Royal Commission was now sitting ; and I think that 
argument would he still stronger now, seeing that the 
Commission is actually engaged in taking Irish 
evidence. 

59,78.1. Aro you prepared to say that there is no 
material chiiugo of opinion in regard to that Bill? — I 
am quite clear about that. I should say that it him 
passed out of the range of an electoral test question. 
Since 1875-6-7 and 8, when it won iu that position, 
Irish politics have become very intense, and very hitter, 
and tlie Irish political mind has boon occupied with 
other and very different questions. 

59,785. This fooling yon say has been expressed, and 
is generally felt, with reference to Sunday closing, and 
you say that that extended in some degree to tlie 
Saturday early closing movement P — Only more so. 
A-s a matter of fact a great many of tlie opponents of 
Sunday closing, and I should say many of the trade 
themselves, were greatly shocked at the results of late 
Saturday night drinking, and were very loud in their 
declarations that it was from Saturday night drinking 
and not from Sunday that most of tho harm proceeded. 
Magistrates and others — police magistrates of Dublin, 
for example — were very strong indeed that the Saturday 
night drinking was infinitely worse than that on 
Sunday. 

59,780. Have you any declarations by magistrates or 
others with reference to Saturday early closing ? — Yes. 
I can give the declarations of tie Dublin magistrates 
and others before Mr. Madden’s committee, and before 
Sir Michael Hicks- Beach’s committee. Perhaps I may 
recur to it afterwards. 

59,787. I will take your word for it that they were 
in favour ? — Yes, but I should like to put them in. You 
will take it at all events from me, that I am quite 
clear that all over Ireland the feeling is very strong 
for early closing un Saturday night. Of course the 
hour is another matter. People will differ ns regards 
the hour for dosing, but as regards earlier closing, you 
will find that magistrates, and priests, and clergymen 
uf all the churches feel the evil of Saturday night 
drinking so much, that they are even stronger against 
that than the other. 

V 98449. 


59.738. There was a honse-to-housc canvass taken in Mr. T. W. 
the five exempted cities, was not there? — That was on 
Sundny closing. M.P . 

59.789. Was any canvass taken a.s bo Saturday early 26Apri!’98 

closing P — No. Those canvasses were taken when the 

Sunday closing question was the great question, anil we Canvass 
refused to complicate it with the Saturday early closing, in the five 
I could give the facts as regards the canvasses. They cities on 
were carried out no dor my own personal superintendence, eundny 
and I ciui give the figures for each of the places. closing. 

59.790. And the conditions under which the canvass 
wes made? — Certainly. I was personally responsible 
for the whole cnuvnss iu the five towns. 

59.791. What wee the form that the canvass took P Tho ballot 
What were the questions asked ? It was not a persoiml papers, 
canvass. It was by writing or print — was it? — What 

we did wns this. We printed a number of practically 
ballot papers, upon which we asked this question: “Are 
“ you in favour of the entire closing of public-houses in 
“ Ireland on Sundays?” There was a column “Yes,” 
and a column “ No,” and they were directed to put a 
cross in either of the columns, just us they thought 
St. 

59.792. What was the electoral body? — We took the Result of 
heads of families in the five exempted cities. Probably the 

I had better give the Commission the results. In the canvass of 

first canvass there were 74,-182 heads of 

families. 

59.793. (Doan Die7einson.) In Dublin? — No. in the 
whole of the five exempted cities. In the second there 
were 90,519 in tho affirmative. 

59.794. (O/minnait.) I presume a lai'ge number — 
taking the exempted cities together, and taking them 
singly — did not reply at all ? — Yes. Perhaps 1 may give 
the figures with regard to tho 1882 canvass. In Dublin 
there was a total vote of 42,723 heads of families. There 
voted, “ Aye,” 84,606 ; “No,” 8,117. 

59.795. Whnt proportion would 42,000 householders Dublin, 
bear to the total number of householders in Dublin ?— 

The population of the Metropolitan Police District— 
because the 1882 canvass covered the Metropolitan 
Police District us a whole — is about 350,000 or 360,000. 

59.796. (Sir Algernon (Past.) That includes the town- 
ships P — Yes. It goes down as far as Killiney, which is 
12 or 14 miles down, but it does not touch Cloutarf, 
which is only 3 miles from Dublin. 

59.797. (Oha'miuin.) Are you able to say the total 
number of houses in Dublin P — It was not exactly 
householders, it was heads of families. There are not 
self-contained houses in Dublin. The working class do 
not live in BOll'-contaiiicd houses as English working 
men do. They live in tenements. Many a house would 
have 14 families in the house, living in iiifforeut rooms, 
and therefore householders would give a wrong im- 
pression. It was simply we did our best to get at tho 
widest suffrage that we could, and wo instructed the 
canvassers to seoure the heads of families. 

59.798. I suppose you could not say from recollection 
as to whether the majority of votes were given iu the 
more congested districts of Dublin, or in tho hotter 
quarters ?— I have a very clear recollection of that. In 
the better quarters a considerable number of house- 
holders declined to vote, on the ground that they wore 
not concerned, and that it concerned more the people 
living in the poorer districts. 

59.799. (Mr. WldtUilier.) Do the figures which you 
have now given us of the total vote refer to that wider 
field of tlie 350,000 P — Yes. Then in Belfast there was 
a total vote of 26,385. Of these 23,511 voted aye, 2,875 
voted no. I may say that in Belfast there was not nearly 
the same difficulty in the canvass, because the working 
classes there mainly live in these self-contained houses, 
and not in tenements. In Cork tho total vote was 
11,476. There voted aye, 9,605 ; and no, 1,870. The C° rIt - 
whole population of Cork at that time was about 80,000. 

Then in Limerick the total vote was 6.150 : aye, 5,600; 

no, 550. Waterford total vote 3,785: aye, 3,495; no, Limerick. 
290. Making a total vote of 90,519 ; an affirmative vote Waterford, 
of 70,817, and a negative vote of 13,702 ; or a majority 
of <53,115 in favour of total Sunday closing. 

59.800. ( Ohnirmnn .) Can you tell us the number of 
ballot papers issued ? — I could not tax my recollection. 

50.801. Thorn wore a number who did not vote at all P 
— There must havo been. 

R 
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Mr. T. W. 55.802. The great majority of the population thorc- 
Jtussell, fore did not record their votes ? — We did not ask a 
M.P. plohiseito. W e did not pat it in the shape of a petition 
— y to Parliament for everybody to sign. We asked what 
2GApril’98 we considered the responsible heads of families. Of 
course, we might have done otherwise. We might nave 
Method of j )a| j a plebiscite, hat that was not the form it took, 
canvass. "Whether right or wrong, we took the heads of families, 
and it was a very difficult matter to carry out. There 
were a large number of people excluded altogether. If 
ou take the population of Dublin, the police is a large 
ody ; the army is a largo body ; the hospitals contain a 
large number. There was a large number of excluded 
cases. It was considered at the time that, taking the 
difficulty of the operation into account, there was a very 
large vote indeed. 

59.803. ( Dean Dickinson.) ‘Who took out the papers ? 
— They were men employed; mainly ex-policemen of 
the Royal Irish Constabulary — very reliable men. The 
papers wore left one day and. collected the next. 

59.804. (Chairman.) Were the ballot paper's accom- 
panied by canvassers representing the particular views 
of the temperance society ?— The canvassers were em- 
ployed by the Sunday Closing Association. Their 
instructions were to leave the paper without note or 
comment, save and except that they were to call for it 
the next day. They called for it the next day, and took 
it up as it was signed. 

59.805. (Mr. Whittaker.) Will the number of persons 
to a family in Ireland be about the same as in England 
— will it come out at about five P — I should say it was a 
little more. 

59.806. You do not know from the census ? — I went 
into all that with the Chief Secretaries ; but I cannot 
tax my recollection. At all events, I feel bound to 
say that 43,000 heads of families is a very large 
number. 

59.807. (Dean Dickinson.) There would he not more 
than 60,000 heads of families dividing it by five ? — No. 
If you include the numbers left out deliberately. 

59.808. (Chairman..) However, you insist on the fact 
that it was not a plebiscite P — It was not intended to 
bo. 

59.809. (Mr. Yount/.) How do you know that no one 
voted except heads of families f — I examined the papers 
personally every night as they were brought in, and 
tested them by every possible test. They were laid out 
for public inspection in the city of Dublin, and they 
were laid entirely before the Members for the City of 
Dublin who were opposed to the Sunday Closing Bill. 

59.810. (Ghairmin.) The voters put their crosses and 
their names P — -Their crosses and their names. 

59.811. (Mr. Whittaker.) Was more than one paper 
left for a family P — No. 

59.812. Therefore, there could only bo one vote for 
each family ? — That is all. 

59.813. (Chairman.) There were no means of dis- 
tinguishing male from female voters, I suppose? — No. 
As far as 1 am personally concerned, I think that the 
women heads of families had much more interest in it 
than the men. We certainly mode no effort to shut 
out heads of families who were women. 

Return on 59,814. Are you able to give us any returns as to 
Saturday Saturday drunkenness which you mentioned just now ? 
drunken- — I am. 

ness. 59,815. Taking towns with a population of 10,000 

and upwards ? — Yes. I have hero a rather remarkable 
Parliamentary Return. The return which I am about 
to quote was obtained by Mr. Meldon, who was then 
Member for County Kildare. It gives tho arrests for 
drunkenness on Saturdays in the 19 towns with a 
population -of 10,000 and upwards, and the honrs 
at which tncy were made. I think 1879 was the 
date. The hours arc very suggestive, and it is for 
that reason I have brought it before the Commis- 
sion. In Dublin the honrs were not given in the 
return, hut there were 5,204 arrests for Saturday drun- 
kenness in the city of Dublin in that year. In the 
19 towns with a population above 10,000 the arrests took 
lace ns follows: Prom 8 a.m. on Saturday morning to 
a.m. there were 7 ; from 9 to 10 there were 15 ; from 
10 to 11, 43; from 11 to 12, 50; from 12 to 1, 07; 
from 1 to 2, 74; from 2 to 3, 117; from 3 to 4. 184; 
from 4 to 5, 244 ; from 5 to 6, 183 ; from 6 to 7, 301 ; 
from 7 to 8, 378; from 8 to 0, 462 ; from 9 to 10, 440 ; 


from 10 toll. 535 ; from 11 to 12, 665 ; from 12 to 1, 377. w T 
from 1 to 2, 161 ; and so 011 until it gets down to 1(> Bss-U. ' 
again. jrj»' 

59.816. The largest numbor took placo botween 11 — 

and 12?— Yes, hub the figures rise from 7 to 12 in a 
very alarming way. These are the returns of these 19 
largo towns. I think it was on that return that the 
ngitation for Saturday closing was pressed. 

59.817. Is it not a remarkable fact that for even- 
hour there is a progressiva increase except in one 
or two instances ? — Yes. I think the whole thing very 
remarkable. 

59.818. Some honrs of the day the working class 
would, I suppose, have been at their work, yet there is 
a steady increase of arrests for drunkenness ? — You 
must hear in mind that a very considerable number of 
workmen are paid on Friday night, not all, but a very 
considerable number, and they have been paid on Friday 
night with the very best intention of endeavouring to 
counteract the Saturday evil. 

59.819. Would Saturday be a half -holiday ? —Yes, 
with working men largely. The point I lay special 
stress upon is that tho contention in Ireland with all 
who are interested in this matter is that the real evil is 
done during the late hoars on Saturday-, and these 
figures, in my opinion, hear out that proposition almost 
beyond argument. 

59.820. (Mr. Whittaker). Do these 19 towns include 
Dublin? — I mentioned that the hours were not given, 
but that the total of arrests in Dublin for Saturday was 
5,204. 

59.821. Can you give us tho total for the 19 towns ?— Saturday 
The total arrests for drunkenness in those 19 towns drunken- 
during the year 1879 were 30,389 ; that is in the 19 ness - 
towns with a population of 10,000. The Saturday 
arrests were 9,755. 

59.822. (Mr. Young.) Is not this at a great distance ? 

Could we not get nearer to the present time than 1879 ? 

— I quite agree. I do not think it will lessen the force 
of the figures at all ; and I think tho Commission would 
do well if it were possible to get a Parliamentary 
Return bringing these down to date. I produce this to 
show the evidence upon which the agitation for Satur- 
day early closing was founded ; and I think the figures 
are very strong. 

59.823. (Sir Algernon IFes/.) Arc these arrests only 
for drunkenness ; or are they accompanied by any other 
crime ? — This is drunkenness and drunkenness and 
disorderly conduct, which generally follows in Ireland I 
am bound to say. 

59.824. (Chairman.) In some of those towns are not 
there special Acts which enable the police to arrest for 
simple drunkenness ? — Yes. There are two offences in 
Ireland, simple drunkenness, and drunkenness com- 
bined with disorderly conduct. Our people are very 
excitable. They drink whisky more than beer, and 
drunkenness is very often allied with disorderly conduct 
of some kind or another. 

59.825. (Dean Dickinson.) Nearly one-third of the 
whole arrests in those 19 towns were on Saturday P— 

Yes. 

59,828. (Chairman.) Would those figures you gave us 
be simple drunkenness, or drunk ana disorderly P— As 
the Parliamentary Return is headed, it is : “ Summary 
of arresis for drunkenness on Saturdays.” 

59.827. (Mr. Bileyl Smith.) I suppose in these 19 towns General ^ 
there are a good many workmen's clubs, arc not there ? abscute>'- 
— I am sorry to say not. With the exception of Dublin ctoj* 
and Belfast, I do not know a working-man’s club in Irel!UI * 
any of tho 19 towns. 

59.828. If there were, I suppose a great deal of that 
drunkenness might be attrioutahlo to those clubs?— 

But if the clubs are not there, it cannot be. With the 
exception of Dublin, I do not know where there are any 
working-men’s clubs. 

59.829. (Dean Dickinson.) There are not many in 
Belfast, are there P — No; I know one, bnt I rather 
think that is conducted upon principles that would not 
produce drinkers — at all events for arrest. The club 
system has not taken hold in Ireland. The Irish people 
arc rather a family people. There arc no political 
clubs, in the sense that there are in England. They 
spend their time more at home than in clubs. As a 
matter of fact it cannot be from club drinking because 
they do not exist. 
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y r T. IF- 50.830. (Chairman.) Do you think the absence of 
■j fooifi, clubs is in any way owing to the fact that thero is 
yl.P. n very large and frequent opportunity of getting drink 
. — • in the ordinary licensed houses J — No, I cannot say 
that. I would say that the absence of club life among 
the ordinary working classes in Ireland is due to x 
national characteristic. They are more family people 
than club peoplo. 

.‘>9,831 . (Mr. Whiltaher.) The public-houses are closed 
on Sundays, oro they not ? — In all but the exempted 
cities. 

59.832. That would havo produced clubs, if the closing 
of public-houses produced them ? — Certainly. It lias 
not done so. 

59.833. There are much fewer arrests for drunkenness 
on Sundays P — I have two returns here. 

59,834 Thero are, ns a matter of fact, fewer ? 
—Yes. 

59.835. That shows that it does come from the public- 
houses P — I have no doubt of that. 

59.836. (Mr. Young.) Could you give us the names of 
the 19 towns? — The names of the towns m-e Dublin, 
Belfast, Clonmel, Cork. Drogheda, Dundalk, Galway, 
Kilkenny, Limerick, Londonderry, Lurgan, Jfewry, 
Queenstown, Waterford and Wexford. 

1 'iblie 59,837. (Chairman.) You cannot give us the figures 
[iaionon on Saturday later than 1879, but are you able to say 
riiunUy whether there is a strong public feeling, or not, as to 
Ifriiig. the necessity at this present moment for earlier 
Saturday closing P Has that ever been tested P — I havo 
not the slightest doubt that all over Ireland amongst 
all classes of the peoplo tho proposal to shorten tne 
hours on Saturday meets with universal approval. 

Piklic 59,838. There have been soma public meetings in 
arttogs Ireland, have not there, held against Saturday earlier 
I’linst olosiug ? — There have been publicans’ meetings, not 

public meetings, held against the Bill that is now before 
:laug. Parliament ; and on that question I should like to say 
that, during my time, which expired probably about 
1886 — I came into Parliament in 1886, and things are 
not different since — not more than a dozen public 
meetings had boon held in Ireland against this wholo 
proposal. One of them was held in Limerick. Tho 
Mayor gave tho Corporation Hall. Tho Mayorpresidcd. 
The Uov. Edward O'Dwyor, who was theu Catholic 
onrato of Limerick, and who is now tho Bishop of 
Limerick, went to tho meoliug. The resolutions pro- 
posed by the trade were rejected, and tho amendment 
moved by the present Bishop of Limerick was carried 
by an overwhelming majority in Favour of the Bill. 
Thnt is in a Catbolio city where Sabbatarianism has not 
the slightest hold. In Cork ia my time a meeting was 
oonvoned on tho race-course on Sunday. That meeting 
was upset and resolutions carried against the proposal 
of tho promoters of the meeting. 

59,839. You arc now speaking of Saturday closing ? 
—I am speaking of the Bill as it stands — as it is before 
Parliament. There has been no agitation for Saturday 
closing puro and simple. It lias been combined with 
this Bill. 


59,8-10. Has there been any public agitation against 
the proposal to close earlier on Saturday P — Hot that I 
am aware of. Of course the agitation is in favour of 
the Bill. 

59,841. You cannot say whether tlio agitation was 
directed agaiu.it Saturday earlier closing, or against 
Sunday closing ? — 1 will tell you wliat really did happen. 
While the Sunday closing movement was being pressed 
a considerable number of people who did not see their 
way to total Sunday dosing were very largely in favour 
of Saturday closing ; but whou Saturday closing came 
to bo proposed, we found those peoplo qaite as nostilo 
to, to Saturday closing as they had been to Sunday closing. 
a ' ° 0e of I should say that in the city of Dublin, there lms 
Kiieii ■ &lwa ys been — I wish, to be perfectly fair to the 
m opponents of the measure — a certain element amongst 
the trade societies hostile to this legislation. I admit 
that at once. T.t is not a large and it ia not a powerful 
body at all ; but I think it right to admit that a section 
of that body is certainly against all this legislation ; 
while the majority of the inhabitants, and the clergy of 
dl tho churches are in its favour. 

'>kt 59,842. Do you think the public opinion would be in 
‘v.ntorj favour of a statutory delinition of the hours, or that it 
: ‘tdi§- ’ should be left to tho discretion of some local body 
j 'vithin certain limits to decide whnt tho hours should 

be f — X am quite clear about that. If there is to be 


anything at all, it must he a statutory declaration that Mr. T. IV. 
cannot be got behind. Tho publican body in those five Busscil, 
largo towns, and in all these large towns, is a very M.P. 

powerful body electoraliy, and their influence is very — — 

groat, both in tho loonl politics, municipal politics, and » 6AprU 9 8 
m Imperial politics. Any local authority would be 
subject to very great pressure undoubtedly ; and there- 
fore if any change is to bs made, it ought to bo a 
statutory change. 

59.843. Even in the ease of total Sunday closing in 
the five exempted cities P — I am a member of the 
Government, and 1 came hero mainly for the purpose 
of giving facts, an<l I should like to avoid questions of 
policy as far as possible, but upon tho question of 
permissive legislation versus statutory and direct 
legislation I have no hesitation in giving my opinion. 

59.844. Has there been any evidence on the part of 
the exempted towns, from tiny public action that they 
have taken, that they would lie in favour of investing 
the corporation, or some other licensing authority, with 
a discretion ? — None whatever. That would be 
universally opposed. 


59.845. But they would not be opposed to giving 
them statutory powers within definite limits ? — I 
believe if the question of two hours earlier closing on 
Saturday were submitted even to the trade themselves 
— I have the evidence of their secretary before Sir 
Michael Hicks-Beuch's Committee — the evil is so 
appalling that tho publicans themselves would realise 
it. They are not men who delight in drunkenness, on 
the contrary they have no desire to see this shocking 
form of drunkenness on Saturday night. I am certain 
that a very largo number of the publicans would be 
in favour of a reduction of tho Saturday night hours. 
Then, if I may go back, there are Parliamentary 
Returns affecting the result of Sunday closing, which 
I think would be of groat value to the Commission. 

59.846. Can you hand them in or give us a summary 
of them P — I will give a summary. When the experi- 
mental Act had run three years, and the question of 
renewing it became a public question, Parliamentary 
Returns were secured. 


Licensees 
and early 

Saturdays. 


Kcturns o: 
result of 
Sunday 
closing. 


59.847. What year was that? — These returns were 
dated from October 13th, 1878. when tho Sunday Closing 
Bill came into operation, until the end of the year 1880. 
That was years the experiment had run when the 
returns were secured. From October 13th, 1877, to 
April 10th, 1878, six months before Sunday closing, 
thero were 2,364 arrests in the total Sunday closing 
area. I distinguish it from tho exempted cities. Six 
mouths after it cumo into operation, from October 13th, 
1878, to the 20th April, 1879, there were 707, a reduction 
of 1,657 arrests, iri the six months. For the year ending 
April 25th, 1878, bnl'ora .Sunday closing there were 4,555 
Sunday arrests excluding tho large towns. For tho year 
endiug April 25th, 1880. after Sunday closing, there were 
1,8-10 arrests, a reduction in the year of 2.715 arrests. In 
the year ending tho 25th of April 1881, after Sunday 
closing, there were 1,922 arrests against 4,555. This 
was a reduction of 2,633. Then going to the exempted 
cities, the results from October 18th, 1877, to April 20th, 
1878, before Sunday closing, were 1,634; for the six 
months after it thero were 1,029. For the year previous 
to Sunday closing there were 2,820 j for the year after 
it, 2,132. For tho next year 2,820 and 1,765. These 
figures show on tlio aggregate that since the Sunday 
Closing Act came into operation in October 1878 to 
April 23rd. 1881, thoro have boon 7,005 fewer arrests lor 
drunkenness where entire Sunday closing exists than 
there were in the corresponding periods before tho 
Sunday Closing Act was passod, and in the exempted 
towns in the same poriod thero has beau a reduction of 
2,398 ; or in the whole of Ireland in tho 2$ years a 
reduction of Sunday arrests of 9,403. On that 
experiment we based the demand for tho permanence of 
the Act. 

59.848. The reduction hi the exempted cities yon 
would attribute to the fact that tho hours were 
shortened? — They had been shortened from nine to 
seven. I am not prepared to say that either the whole 
of tlio reduction in the Sunday closing area or in tho 
exempted oities was due solely to Sunday closing. I 
am not prepared to take up any position of that kind. 
I have given tho figures of Sunday closing, and tho 
Commission must draw its own inferences from thoso 
figures. But there may bo, and doubtless there are. 
other facts. Ireland is a pi ace where tho condition of 
the country tells upon drunkenness very extraordinarily. 
I have no doubt tlie overwhelming mnsa of the reduction 
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was duo to Sunday closing, and the Government held 
that opinion. 

59.849. The other matters yon refer to would be 
fluctuations of trade and police activity P — Yes. 

59.850. {Deem Dickinson.) And t.lio influence of tem- 
perance work ? — Yes. May I state this as n guarding 
statement ? These returns have licon secured annually. 

I took the precaution of looking ut the returns in the 
library last night. As a matter of fact, the arrests have 
gone up. They were last year 2,500 in the total Sunday 
closing area, but there are two things than I should like 
to direct special attention to. The arrests in the total 
Sunday closing urea nre very largely in the counties 
where the exempted cities exist. Take Antrim where 
Belfast comes in. The arrests were 249 last year. In 
Cork, East Biding, whore tho city of Cork is, they were 
292. There were only 98 in the West Biding — in the rural 
part. In Dublin there were 139. In Limerick there 
were 113. 

59.851. (Chairman.) Do you assent to tho fact that 
where tho exempted cities exist there has been a large 
number of arrests for drunkenness ? — No. What I 
mean is this. Taking the six counties where the 
exempted cities are situate, the arrests for drunkenness 
in the Sunday closing area outside these cities is very 
large, and I account for it in this way, from personal 
knowledge. Tho Dublin public-houses arc closed till 2 ; 
a number of the Dublin people, not a large number, 
but still a number, who have been drinking on Saturday 
night, go out into the rural parts on Sunday morning. 
I took a part ia dosing quite a number of public-houses 
for most shameful broaches of the law on Sunday 
morning by people going out there. 

59.852. (Dean Dickinson.) As bond julc travellers P — 
No, they did not protend to be. I had personal 
experience of the drunkenness of those districts on 
Sunday morning caused by the Dublin people going 
out whilst tlie Dublin public-houses were closed. It 
works the other way round, because from the immediate 
neighbourhood of Dublin the thirsty people come into 
Dublin in the evening when their own public-houses 
<iro 'closed; thou they return nuder the influence of 
drink, and are arrested at homo. That runs np 
tho arrests in the counties where these exempted 
cities arc situate. It is ouc of tho bad effects uf the 
exemption. Tho other point is this : tho extraordinary 
results whore the law is adequately administered. If 
you take the whole county of Carlow last year there 
wero only threo arrosts in the whole year for Sunday 
drunkenness. If yon tako the county of Wexford, a 
county with a population of 250,000, tho whole arrests 
for Sunday drunkenness last year wero 17. Thom are 
13 counties in Ireland where there was not one arrest 
per Sunday for the whole county. In view of nuother 
fiict brought out by a previous witness, an inspector of 

r olice, I should like to say this : that there are parts of 
roland, notably, I think, tho county of Kerry, whore it 
is very difficult for the police or the magistrates to 
administer a law of thiB kind. In the remote parts people 
go in to mass on Sundays. The shops are not public- 
houses puro and simple, out shops for sale of groceries, 
and it may bo for ironmongery ; and whilst they are not 
open for tho sale of liquor, tho people go there after 
mass on Sunday to buy goods. These are the outlying 
districts of Kerry ; and the law is undoubtedly violated'. 
I blame neither police nor magistrates, bcoausc the 
difficulty is onormons ; hat I want to point oat that in 
a county like Kerry, where this system prevails, the 
arrests run from 158 to 200 on Sundays. 

59,853. (Chairman.) Is it not a fact that the Sunday 
Closing Act is very easily evaded in Ireland from the 
fact that the licensees profess to sell othur articles, and 
do sell other articles tuan mere drink P — Yes. I have 
something to say on that afterwards. 

59,854. Wo will come then to the bond fide traveller. 
Am I right in saying that the law as to the loud fide 
traveller is the same in Ireland as it is in England ? — 
Quite so. 

59,855. And that the Irish Law Courts have accepted 
the decisions of the English judges in respect to the 
bond fide traveller ? — Yes ; the Irish Law Courts, un- 
doubtedly, the superior courts, have set their faces against 
this thing, hut 1 am sorry to say (I am a magistrate 
myself, and I do not wish to reflect on the magistracy in 
any way), as a matter of fact many magistrates soon to 
ho under the impression that tho moment a man travels 
three miles he is entitled to got diink as a bond Ji/le 
traveller. I have always understood the law to be this : 
that a man must travel three miles before be eon claim 


at all to be a bond fide traveller, and that his bona fide* Mr j n • 
have to lie proved after that. My theory of it is, and I R<u .; ' 
think it is the theory of the English courts, that a man J/.f ’ 
who travels to drink is not a bond fide traveller at all. — - 

A man must drink to enable him to pursue his journey', Loo<r 
to bo a bond fide traveller. That has been too linen point intwi.rvi. 
for a great many Irish magistrates. don nf 

59.856. Would itbeyonr view that the fact of a man 
having travelled three miles would not constitute him 
a Iona fide traveller, but would he a presumption in the 
direction that he was a bond fide traveller p — It enables 
him to set up his bona fide*, and that is the English 

59.857. Do yon think there has been n very loose 
interpretation of the law by the Irish magistrates ?— 

There has. Tho difficulty of tho bond fide traveller is 
very great in tho vicinity of these largo’towns. 

59.858. Perhaps you would not like to answer my 
question, in which case I will not ask you to answer it, 
but would it bo possible in Ireland to abolish the bond 
fide traveller P — I shotdd greatly like to answer it, but 
T prefer not. Well, thou, the character of many oF the 

r ublic-bouses is another very great difficulty. "On that 
should like to put in a return. It was also obtained P u h-lc- 
by Mr. Moldou. This will answer the question put to j 
me us to the character or Irish public-houses. Ireland. 

59,859. As indicated by their valuation? — By their 
valuation, and by the way they conduct business. The 
return is : — Population in 1871; number of pnblic- 
houses ; number of spirit groceries ; number of beer- 
shops ; number of public-houses under 101. valuation ; 
number of six-day licenses; number of early closing 
licenses ; number of public-houses UBed exclusively for 
the sale of drink. It is the valuation and the exclusive 
use I wish to direct attention to. There, were 16,430 
public-houses in the year 1871. Of these only 4,721 
were used exclusively for tho salo of drink. All the 
others were ordinary shops, 8,071 of them wero under 
10L valuation. As ~a matter of fact, for n beerhouse for 
consumption off tho promises you require a valuation, 
under Mr. Meldon’s Act, of 81. in the country aud 152. 
in the towns; and as to public-houses which are sup- 
posed to exist for the convenience of public drinking 
tho re are 8,000 of them under 10/. valuation. 

59,860. Would yon say that tho number which are 
exclusively devoted to drink, namely, 4,721, were of n 
lower valuation than thoso houses whore groceries aud 
other articles were sold in combination with drink?— 

No, I would not. I would say Liu mo exclusively used 
for tho silo of drink woro largely in the towns. 

59,861. (MV. GrinlUu/.) They would ineludo hotels pajijj. 
and dealers, would not thoyp — They would. Wo have i, ousn 
only one license ; there is no separate hotel license in re moir 
Ireland. There is another difficulty about carrying from 
out tlic Sunday closing iaw, which is oi' sorno con- police 
sequence. There are a great number of houses situated sap«- 
far from police barracks. Tins is not a legal objection vision, 
to a house under the 3 & 4 Will. IV. — the Licensing 
Act. It has bceu ruled that the suitability of premises 
contemplated by tbnt section must apply to the con- 
struction of the building. You may got a house three 
or four miles removed from a police barrack, and, of 
course, it is exceedingly difficult for the police to 
maintain the law in that place. These are the main 
difficulties in carrying out the Act. 

59,862. (Viscount da Vnsci.) Does not the site come in 
as well ? — No. It has been decisively ruled by the courts 
that suitability of premises in Ireland means tho 
suitability of tne building for the sale of drink. 

59,863. (Chairman.) Structurally P — Yes. 

59,864. (Mr. Whittaker.) Mainly internally P — Yes. 

I should say outside the city of Dublin clubs arc 
practically unknown. There is no such thing as bogus 
clubs in Ireland. They arose some 10 years ago in 
Dublin — 10 years after tho shortening the horns in 
Dublin — it had nothing to do with tho Sunday Closing 
Act. They did arise, and constituted a difficulty, but 
they have been tolerably effectively dealt with by the 
police. 

59,865. (Chairman.) There must be in Ireland, within 
your knowledge, a great number of public-houses which 
are without the possible ken of the police ?— Yes, I am 
aware of it personally — miles away. 

59,806. (Dean Dickinson.) Have you ever heard of Dabli" 
observations taken by tho police by means of a tele- oafi* - 
scope?—' That was in Youghnl : yoB. There was a con- <*»«*• 
viction on that. I promised to reverb to the question 
of the opinion of the magistrates in Dublin regarding cl0B ' s ' 
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Saturday closing. May I enumerate one or two. Mr. 
Obarles J. O'Donel, the Chief Magistrate, said before 
Sir Michael Hicks-Beach’s Committee : “ I unhesitat- 
11 ingly say, close, by all means, earlier on Saturday. 

“ At present it is 11 ; and as it would he better not 
“ to do the thing too violently, I should sav8 o’clock 
“ iu the summer and 7 in the winter.” Mr. Woodlock, 
liis colleague, said : “ I would close them on Saturday 

evening, certainly not later than 7 o’clock, and 
“ possibly earlier.” The Recorder of Dublin said : 

“ I should be very glad to see tlie hours shortened on 
11 Saturday.” Captain Talbot, the Chief Commissioner, 
said: “ I should strongly recommend the closing of 
'* public-houses on Saturday at an earlier hour.” What 
I promised to bring forward was the statement of the 
secretary of the Licensed Vintners’ Society (that is the 
trade organisation in Dublin), Mr. Michael Dwyer. 
He is dead now, but lie and I have had many a battle 
here. Ho was a man of scrupulous honour. He said 
this: “ I can say this much for them [the publicans] 

“ that if the intemperance and if the excess of drinking 
“ which undoubtedly do exist much more on Saturday 
“ nights than at any other time can bo put a stop to 
“ by any reasonable sacrifice on their part, I think I 
“ could almost undertake for them that they would be 
“ willing to consent to that sacrifice.” In regard to 
the question as to simple drankenness, the arrests 
for ordinary drunkenness in 1876 wore 85,820 ; in 1 877, 
86,435; in 1878, 84,916; in 1879,79,000; and in 1880, 
70,000. That is general drunkenness. I think that is 
all I have to say as to Saturday and Sunday. 

59.867. (Sir Charles Cameron.) The reduction would 
appear to be pretty much governed by the amount of 
the reduction on Sundays? — Yes. 

59.868. (Chairman.) You just now mentioned bogus 
clubs. Is it your opinion that the police are competent 
to deal with bogus clubs, or do you think it is possible 
that further legislative facilities should be given for 
their suppression ? — My impression is that the Dublin 
police have been able to deal with them pretty satisfac- 
torily, and they exist nowhere else. 

59.869. They exist nowhere else than in Dublin P — 
Not to my knowledge, and I havo a pretty oxtonsive 
knowledge of the country. 

59.870. Turning to a peculiarity of Dublin and of 
Belfast, I understand that in Iroland tho spirit, grocor 
is almost exclusively confined to Dublin and Belfast P — 
That is so. 

59.871. How is that? — Tho freedom with which 
public-houses were obtained all through Ireland in 
many places amounted to what is practically free 
licensing. Take the case of a town like Oostlcisland, 
in the county of Kerry. I suppose it has not a popula- 
tion of more than 3,000, but iu the maiu street it would 
puzzle anyone to get a house that was not a public- 
house. Tho magistrates have acted on the principle 
that another one will not matter. They are at every 
door. 

59.872. How is it that, as we have been told, the spirit 
grocers, as to whom some abuses have been alleged, are 
confined almost exclusively in Ireland to Dublin and 
Belfast ? Is it a fact that that is so ?— That is a fact. 
They were confined largely to Dublin aud Belfast, 
because the licensing authority in those two cities — the 
two recorders, Sir Frederick Shaw, the first in Dublin, 
and Sir Frederick Falldner, the second, and the recorder 
of Belfast — would not grant new public-house licenses 
unless a vory strong case was made for it. These spirit 
grocers are made up of two classes. First of all, there 
is the family grocer who has not a public-house license. 
He takes a spirit grocer's license, which is sufficient for 
his trade. He does not wish to have consumption on 
the premises and the spirit grocer’s license suits him. 
That is the first class and it is a small class. Then 
there is the grocer who is disappointed in getting a 
public-house license. This is a question of fact. There 
were 494 spirit grocers in Ireland in 1880 : three-fourths 
of thuso were in Dublin and Belfast. Of the 158 in 
Dublin in that year the police authorities reported that 
over 90 were engaged in illioit traffic and they give the 
number of prosecutions ag a i n st them. I want to 
distinguish tho respectable family grocer from the dis- 
appointed publican, who simply gets his grocer’s license 
and strives to do a publican’s trade. 

59.873. Am I right in saying that a spirit grocer can 
only sell legally off the premises? — Yes. 

59.874. I understand that publicans are also grocers, 
and therefore a publican who happens to be a grocer, 


can get a grocer’s license and con of course sell on the Mr. T. W. 
premises during any hours? — The publican wbo sells Huascll, 
grocery has an ordinary publican’s license. M.P. 

59.875. (Mr. Whittaker.) Ho does not need to get a 26 April ’98 

grocer's liceuse P — He does not. 

59.876. (Chairman.) He practically combines the 
trade of a grocer with that of a publican ? — That is so. 

59.877. And under cover of his sale of groceries he 
continues, or may continue, and is tempted to continue 
to sell drink during hours when he is otherwise pro- 
hibited from soiling P — I agree entirely. The difficulty 

about the spirit grocer now is this. I am sorry to say Alarming 
that these licenses are spreading in a rather alarming increase of 
way. A friend of mine, Mr. Herdman, in county spirit 
Tyrone, owns a village called Sion Mills; he has large grocers, 
mills there, and he and his brother kept the sale of 
drink out of that village. But a spirit grocer applied 
for a license at the petty sessions ; it was refused, and 
it was fought for years. ’ The Queen’s Bench ultimately 
granted a mandamus, and the magistrates refused to 
comply with it. The thing has been fought out, I 
think, over a period of eight years, but finally Mr. 

Herdman was beaten. The difficulty arises in this 
way, first of all the police alone are entitled to oppose 
a spirit grocer in his application. In tho case of a 
publican, any parishioner can oppose ; the police may 
or may not oppose. If the police do oppose, they are 
restricted to the two-fold ground of the character of 
the applicant and the suitability of the premises. That 
is what I have been describing. If the house is struc- 
turally suitable for selling drink, and the man has 
nothing against his character, the police opposition is 
no use and the license must he granted. That differs 
entirely from the case of the publican where the number 
of licensed houses in the neighbourhood can be taken 
into account. I have been appealed to by the publicans' 
organs in Dublin and in Parliament, forgetting that I 
have no power, not being a private member. The 
publicans aud the temperance party are combined on 
this, that it is a real evil, and that if itis not dealt with, 
both temperance and the interests which the licensed 
traders have, the legal interest which they havo secured, 
will suffer. 

59.878. Do you agree with what Mr. Barton said in Illicit 
answer to Question 56,216, that the grocer’s license was trading by 
established by tho Irish Parliament in 1791, aud that spirit 
tho policy of that Act, continued as it has been to the grocers, 
present day, was tho same as that which dictated tha 

Act in England and iu Scotland, namely, that people 
might buy small quantities without obtaining contami- 
nation, I think was the word, in the public-houses P — 

I entirely agree. Tho difficulty now is that tlieso 
places, to a very large extent indeed, ore becoming 
llLicit public-houses. They are very often publicans 
without a publican’s license. 

59.879. Have there been many convictions of grocers 
proper P — In Dublin and Belfast certainly there have 
been a large number. The refusals to renew licenses 
are very numerous ; hut refusal to renew, if it can be 
granted to another applicant, is of very little use. 

59.880. That is granted afresh without the sanction 
of the magistrates P — The sanction of the magistrates is 
simply limited to the character of the applicant. A 
new applicant gets it. 

59.881. Have the police a right of entry into grocers’ 
premises in Ireland ? — Yes, but then they have touts 
and watchers. I went through these houses and saw 
them. In connection with that, there is a point which 
I shonld like to mention. The beer dealer’s certificate 
is usually granted with the spirit grocer’s, and it is 
rather singular that whilst a spirit grocer's certificate 
must be granted upon these terms, the magistrates 
have entire control of the beer dealer’s certificate. 

When they get the Bpirit certificate, the control of the 
beer dealer's certificate is not of much use. 

59.882. I will not ask you your opinion, but do other One law 
people think it would be advantageous to put the whole for all 
of the licensing under the control of the magistrates ? licenses. 
Have you heard any expression of opinion on that 
subject P — They are, now, m one way or another. I have 

views upon that, hut that is distinctly a question of 
policy. 

59.883. I do not mean the magistrates proper, hut 
the licensing authority. Do you think that a licensing 
authority should be created, if it does not exist now, 
which should have absolute control over all grants and 
renewal of licenses aud transfers ? — I am bound to say 
that all parties, the trade and tho .temperance party, 

R 3 
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up to 81., and in a oity or town of 10,000 inhabitants it v. r 
had to come up to 15Z. The Bill was very drastic indeed tiJ ' “ 
It. nn.ifl no vosnflrt, to vnutarl intorooK. Ti j . ! 


50,88-1. Why I asked yon the question about giving 
absolute discretion to the licensing authority was this. 
I suppose you would be of opinion that with regard to 
: spirit grocers, for instance, and spirit licenses generally 
tin-re is absolute free trade now ? — I am very much 
afraid that it amounts to that, not to free trade but to 
free liceusing. Of course free trade means no licen- 
sing at all, bnt free licensing in many parts of Ireland 
is absolutely the rule. 

50,885. A license to any applicant ? — Yes ; under 
whatever pretence, it amounts in many parts of Ireland 
to l'rco licensing. That is not so in the north or in some 
parts of the midlands, but in the outlying districts it 
amounts to that. The words of Mr. Ritchie’s Bill as 
to the beer dealer's certificate are rather interesting on 
that point. Mr. Ritchie, who is now the President of 
tlio Board of Trade, in the year 1882 introduced a Bill 
to couli-ol boor dealers who conld get their certificates 


It paid no respect to vested interests. It used the VjT' ' 
woTds. “agrautor venawal of the certificate" and at — i 
tho sessions after the Bill became law, the annual Manv 
licensing sessions in Dublin, 308 beerhouses were closed Wiy-. 1 
at one sweep in the city of Dublin. eopprX ) 

59,890. (Mr. Whittaker.) Did the Bill provide any I 
compensation? — It did not. J wfcpcL-;.', 


59,891. (Chairman.) That was a much stronger step 
than was taken in England in the year 1882 ?— In view 


than was taken m England m the year 1882 ? -In view 

of the importance of it, I think I had better read tho 
section of the Bill. I seo I have not the Bill here but 


section of the Bill. I seo I have not the Bill here, but 
I have the expression “ grant- or renewal." I was present 
at the sessions. The whole beerhouse nuisance was 
scotched in the oity of Dublin by that Bill. 


n precisely the same way us she spirit grocers can in 
reland. That Bill says : “ Whereas by the Beer 


“ Dealers Retail License Act, 1880, it is provided that 
“ the Licensing Justices shall he at liberty to exercise 
" their discretion respecting the grant of certificates 
“ for such additional licenses for sale of beer by retail 
“ off the premises as are therein referred to, and that 
“ certificates for such additional licenses shall bo 
“ granted.” And then it goes on to say: “Notwith- 
“ standing anything in section 8 of the Wine and 
“ Beerhouse Act, 1869, or in any other Act now in 
“ force, tho licensing justices shall be at liberty in 
“ their free and unqualified discretion either to refuse 
“ a certificate for any license for sale of beer by retail 
" to he consumed off the premises on any grounds 
" appearing to them sufficient, or to grant tho same to 
“ such persons as they, in the execution of their statu- 
11 tory powej-8 and iu the exorcise of their discretion, 
“ deem fit and proper.' 1 

59,886. Was Mr. Ritchie's Bill extended by amend- 
ment to Ireland ? — It is very curious. The Bill 
undoubtedly dealt with an English Act, the Wine and 
Beerhouse Act. 


59.892. Who were the owners of those beerhouses 
Tho most wretched people. They were iu cellars and in 
rooms. It was a shocking state of tilings. 

59.893. They were not in the bands of brewers ?— 
Not at all. There is nothing like a tied-house system 
in Ireland. The great firm of Guinness & Co. 
boast that they have uot a tied house. I do not suppose 
that there aro 50 tied houses in the whole of Ireland. 
Tho brewers have nothing to do with this. 

59, 89 k Wore there no indignation meetings held on 

behalf of these 308 dispossessed beerhouse keepers ? 

No. 


59,887. Will you give us tho purport of Mr. Ritchie's 
Bill P — There was a class of beer dealers in England 
who, ns T understood it at tho time, and I was in the 
lobby and responsible fur the alterations that were made 
for Ireland, couul got their licenses from the Excise. 


59,888. (Mr. WltitlaJcor.) Without going to magis- 
trates ? — Yes. I am not so cortain of my ground as to 
the English law, but my recollection is that this class 
of beer rotailevs were entitled to get their licenses from 
tho Excise without going to the magistrates at all. 
Mr. Ritchie. introduced this Bill to bring them all under 
the magistrates. There was a good deal of feeling 
about the beerhouses in Ireland at the ti me. I asked 
Mr. Healy to got the Bill extended to Ireland. He 


vords in tho Inst clause, which was : •• This Act may 
‘ ho cited as the Boer Dealers Retail Licenses (Amona- 
‘ meut) Act, 1882, and shall not extend to Ireland or 
‘ Scotland.” He struck out the words “ to Ireland ” 


59,895. (Mr. Walter.) They were not dispossessed bv 
statute, were they? — Yes, they were. 

59,896- ( Sir William Kouldsworth.) In what year wan 
that Act?— It is the 40 Viet. c. 4. I think it was in 
1881. It is practically a Bill of one clause. It says 
this : From and after the 1st day of July 1877, it shall 
not be lawful “ for any officer of Excise in Ireland tc Mr. 

" grant n license ot transfor of a license for the sale of MeUot'i 
“ beer, ale, or porter to be drunk or consumed else- Act. 

“ where than on the premises where sold, or to grant a 
“ renewal of an animal license as aforesaid to any 
“ person whomsoever in respect of any premises, unless 
“ upon tho production of a certificate that such pre- 
“ raises with promises belonging thereto auA ocoupied 
“ therewith, if any, are rated for the relief of the poor 
“ for a sum of 8 1. or upwards.” 

59.897. (Mr. Walker.) That is an assessment quali- 
fication P — Tho effect of it was this : that 308 men 
who were in statutory possession of promises were 
disqualified. 

59.898. (Chairman.) If they had choson to raise their 
qualification, could the magistrates have refused the 
continuation ?— I do not think so, if tho houses had 
come up to tho statutory requirement. 

59.899. (Dean Dickinson.) They could non have raised 
the valuation without a change of premises? — Most of 
them could uot. As I have said, they were cellars. 

59.900. (Mr. Whit taker.) They hod a license uuder 
certain conditions P — They had. 


and left, it standing: “This Act shall not extend to 
Scotland.'' Tho Bill dealt with an English Act, but to 


59,901. The magistrates absolutely refused the renewal 
of tho license on tho sanio conditions, and wiped them 
out? — Yes, I was present. 


make everything certain they said: “Notwithstanding 
“ anything in section 8 of the Wine and Beerhouse Act, 
“ 1869,” which is an English Act, “ or in any other Act 
now iu force,” and t’uo Irish Courts held that the 
insertion of the words “ or any other Act now in force,” 
covered Ireland, aud that tho Bill is applicable to Ire- 
land. Bnt it is practically useless, because the magis- 
trate who grants tho spirit dealer's certificate will not 
refuse the beer dealer's certificate. 


59,902. Without any compensation whatever?— 
Without any compensation whatever. It was a very 
drastic Bill, no doubt. 


59,903. (Chairman.) What gave point and vigour to 
it was that that section was held to bo retrospective iu 
its operation P— Certainly. It was one of the most 
drastic measures I hftvo ever known passed. 


59.888a. (Chairman-.) Aro there what we call pro-1869 
beerhouses in Ireland ? — Not now. Mr. Meldon's Aot 
made an end of most of them. 

59,889. How did it make an end, by extending the 
magisterial discretion ? — No, in a very simple way 
indeed. In tho city of Dublin, the beerhouse nuisance 
became perfectly intolerable. The licensed trade and 
everybody in Dublin interested in the welfare of other 
people were shocked at it. Those bscrhouses were often 
in collars and in rooms and in tenement honses. Tho 
licenses had to be granted. The law was loose, and 
Dublin was in a very bad way indeed. Mr. Meldon 
introduced the Bill, 40 Viet. c. 4, and under that Act 
the valuation of beerhouses in the country had to come 


59,905. (Sir Charles Cameron.) You mentioned that Suppi**- 
iu Dublin tho police had succeeded in pretty effectually sionol 
abolishing tho bogus clubs. We havo had u good ileal togas 
of evidence about clnbs in England. May I ask you elute 1 " 
to tell us, if you con, how the police have been so Dublin, 
successful P — It has all transpired since I came into 
Parliament. I am only in Dublin four or five mouths 
of the year. 3 have read the cases before tho polioo 
magistrates. Tho magistrates simply refuse to recog- 
nise these as clubs at all, unless on very clear evidence. 


59,906(t. It is simply in the administration ? — Both 
the police and the magistrates found a difficulty, bat I 
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think the firmness of the magistrates aud the activity 
of the police mot it, in the main. 

59,907. So far as Sunday closing goes, there has been 
no agitation in any of tile included districts for repeal ? 
You have had the same experience in Ireland in that 

respect that we have had in Scotland, I suppose ? 

There has never been in any of the Sunday "closing 
areas the slightest symptom of public opinion against 
the measure. 

59,908.. Have the publicans themselves become recon- 
ciled to it? — The publicans of the country have joined 
the publicans of the towns in resisting the present Bill, 
bat that is all. 

59.909. That is to say, they joined in resisting the 
extension P — And the Saturday night early closing. 

59.910. But they have made no effort to repeal the 
Sunday Closing Act P— None whatever. 

59.911 . Has there been any movement in favour of 
early closing generally in Ireland ? — The only matter 
that I know about that was before the Duke of West- 
minster's Committee. There was evidence given on 
that subject ; and one of the recommendations of that 
Committee was that public-houses should be closed an 
honr earlier on every night of the week. 

59.912. A statutory closing ? — A statutory closing. 

59.913. (Mr. Young.) I think you said that the desire 
for Sunday closing in the live exempted cities has been 
growing ? — I do not think it is weaker. It has passed 
away as a question at elections and all that kind of 
thing. It used to be a test question at elections, but it 
has passed out of that condition. 

59.914. Tour evidence has been very clear, but I 
think that you will admit with me that the statistics 
are confined to a very remote date P — I feel that diffi- 
culty ; but, of course, the Commission can alter that 
very readily. 

59.915. Tour statistics are almost confined to 1879 
and 1871. I may remark that from these periods to 
the present time the population of the country has 
greatly decreased, ancl there are many altered conditions 
existing ? — The population has undoubtedly decreased, 
but I am not very sure that soino of the altered con- 
ditions have at all tended in the direction of temperance. 

59.916. Do you not admit that intempernucc has 
decreased during that long period?— I think so. I 
think the returns will show that. 


.59,917. Do you not admit that there may bo a great 
difficulty now in our coming to a conclusion on your 
figures as to the state of the country at the present 
moment P — I put in the figures, of course, subject to 
all the drawbacks of date. I myself do not believe — 
and I watch these returns very carefully — that the 
annual returns of drunkenness, as regards Saturday 
night arrests, will be substantially altered. If you lmd 
the returns for last year I am not sure that they would 
not be increased. A think Saturday night traffic is 
becoming am increasing evil. 


59,91.8. Ycb ; but that, of course, is purely a matter 
of opinion ? — It is a matter of opinion which the Com- 
mission itself can verify by calling for returns. 

59,919.. Do yon think it is a satisfactory way of 
ascertaining the minds of the population of a great; 
city to send out ballot papers from a temperance society P 
In sending out those ballot papers, did not you put on 
them many other things besides the simple questions? 
— I think the question was substantially what was on 
the jiaper. I cannot tax my recollection aB to every 


59.920. You liave not got a specimen of the ballot 
papers ? — I have not. 

59.921. On those ballot papers was there not a 
homily P — There may have been, but it is 20 years 
ago. 

59.922. About happy homes, and all that, P— I am 
sure there, was nothing about that. I will not at 20 
years’ distance tax my memory to say that there was 
absolutely nothing on the paper hut the question ; hut 
as to any homily, I am sure there was no such thing. 

59.923. I am not complaining. I only put it to you 
that if you were doing to ascertain exactly the minds 
of a population, yon would go at the matter in a very 
different way, would you not ? — This was only one of 
the methods that we took. In addition to that, we had 
a petition to Parliament signed by everybody in Dublin, 
and wc had great public meetings in Dublin and in all 


these places. This was only one of the methods out of Mr. T. II'. 
many that wo took to elicit public ouiniou. Russell, 

AI P 

59.924. You may or may nob have arrived at a proper ~ 

conclusion P— Of coarse that is a matter of opinion. 2ii April '08 

59.925. I think you will admit that it may not lie an 

accurate way of taking the minds of the people. Why 

I sav so is this : In Belfast, after that canvass was 
made, I think there was a petition got up aud sent to 
Parliament against the Closing Bill ? — Yes. 

59.926. And it was signed by many thousands more 
than appeared on the canvass V — Yes, and the same is 
true iu Dublin. I examined the petitions in the vaults 
of uhe House of Commons here, and I found my own 
name 15 times in the Dublin petition, and the name of 
the late Mr. A. M. Sullivan on almost every page. 


59.927. Do you not assist me to discount the value 
of the canvass? — No, I will not assist you in anything 
of the kind. I simply say this, that as far as the 
temperance party was concerned at that time, this was 
one of many methods that we took to elicit public 
opinion, fairly and honestly. As to the value of oar 
work, that was for Parliament to decide, not for us. 

59.928. You got 72,000 people to sign those ballot 
wipers out of a population of 360,000 inhabitants? — 


59,929. Yon agree with me that you are -not quite 
sure that in the signing of those petitions there were 
not more names than heads of houses P— A matter of 
that kind mast, of course, be undertaken with pre- 
cautions, aud what I say is that individually in all 
those five cities (Air. A. M. Sullivan was my chairman 
at the time) we endeavoured to carry out this work as 
fairly as it was possible to do it. That we might not 
be deceived in some cases, that people might not sign 
who ought not to have signed, I am not here to say. It 
was submitted to every test. The opponents of the 
Bill had the whole 40,000 papers before them. They 
were submitted to every test, and I have never yet 
known of a single successful test boing applied against 


59.930. (Dean Dickinson.) The papers were not 
scattered broadcast, but givon individually to the 
heads of houses P — Yes, and collected the next day. I 
do not claim perfection for it, hub I do say this, that 
the temperance party endeavoured to elicit public 
opinion, and the opponents of the temperance party 
never made any effort to elicit it at all. 

59.931. (Mr. Young.) I think you expressed an opinion Sunday 
that there should be total Sunday closing P— I have not closing, 
expressed any opinion. Of course, everybody knows 

what my opinion is, but I am here under some difficulty. 

The truth is I urn, I suppose, the only person now living 
who could give the facts I have now given, hnt I am 
sure the Commission will recognise that on a question 
of policy I ought uot to be pressed. 

59.932. Suppose I put it to you that the official 
witnesses, and in fact the experts in the matter of 
ascertaining the condition of crime in the country who 
came before us, are generally of opinion that there 
should be open public-houses from 2 to 5 o’clock, is it 
your opinion that they have a right to understand that 
that would be good for the community ?— W ell, I should 
like to see she evidence and to know the witnesses. If 
you toll me that the police are in favour of reverting to 
the sale of drink and against Sunday closing, it is a 
matter of very great surprise to me. 

59.933. (Mr. Grinling.) This question of Sunday closing 
resolves itself more or less into a question of expediency, 
does it not P— Well, I should not quarrel with that. 

59.934. Where you find that a very large proportion 
of the population — I will say the users of the article 
particularly— have strong views opposed to entire 
restriction, you would attach groat weight to it P— 

Those views, however, would have found their expres- 
sion in Parliament. 

59.935. You do attach considerable importance to Irish 

the voting that has taken place from time to time with Sunday 
reference to the Sale of Intoxicating Liquors (Ireland) closing in 
Bill, I understand? — Yes, I attach some importance to Parlia- 
it, of course. uieut. 

59.936. The last time that it came before the House 
was on May 12, 1897, was it not P— Yes. 

59.937. Is it a fact that the majority for the Bill on 
that occasion was 29 P— Yes. 

59.938. As agaihst 99 in a previous division P — Yes. 

R i 
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ROYAL COMMISSION ON L IQU OR LICENSING LAWS : 


Mr. T. W. 59,939. Of course it is very important in a question 
llussell, concerning Ireland, above all other countries — more so 
M.F. than Scotland or England — that the feeling of the 

Irish people should have expression in this matter ? — 

26April’98 Yes. 

59,9-10. Looking at the votes given by the Irish 

members, I lind that on that occasion the number of 
votes given by the Irish Nationalist members in favour 
vras 10, and against 20 ? — Yes. 

50.941. That does not show that, so far as the Irish 
members are concerned, on a question peculiarly 
interesting to Ireland, a majority were in favour of 
the restriction sought to be imposed ? — It strikes me as 
rather a peculiar method of dealing with the Irish vote 
that you should take the Irish Nationalist vote and 
exclude the Irish Unionist vote. 

59.942. The disparity is not very great even if you 
go beyond tlrat and take the entire representation of 
Ireland. The number of Irish members who voted for 
the Bill was 28, and against 26 ? — Yes. 

59.943. Would you not require a stronger expression 
of public feeling than that before adopting what a 
certain class of the population would consider extrema 
legislation P — You are taking an isolated vote in Parlia- 
ment — one vote in 20 years. This Bill has been before 
Parliament for 20 years. 

59,941. 1 have taken the last occasion. I am not 
dealing with the case of 20 years ago, hut with the 
very last figures which are applicable P — Quite so ; and 
yon produce a vote as to which I may fairly say that 
after unprecedented efforts on the part of the opponents 
of this Bill they wero only able to fish np 26 opponents 
— that is, a fonrth of the entire Irish representation — to 
oppose it. 

59.945. Would you say that there were no unpre- 
cedented efforts oa the part of the associations on the 
other side? — No donbt there were. Every one who 
knows Irish politics knows that the Irish members are 
not attending the House of Commons now as they 
did in those days — 52 members only were present out 
of 103. 

59.946. Supposing there had been an opportunity 
offered for discussing the Bill this year, do yon think 
the opinion of the B ouse would have varied very greatly 
from the voting on the last occasion P — I am not a 
prophet, aud I cannot answer that. 

i yj r 59,947. I understand that one of the points to which 

Moldon's you attach considerable importance is the question of 
Act. valuation. You illustrated it by saying that many of 

these grocers' licenses were really bold on premises 
which are little more than cellars ? — Beerhouses, I said, 
in the old times. 

59,948. Is it not a ready moans of getting over that 
difficulty to require a certain respectable valuation for 
premises in which to carry on the trade ? — I said that 
Mr. Moldon’s Bill provided that. I did not give any 
opinion about it ; but I said it did so. 

Mixed 59,91-9. With regard to the combination of the liquor 

trades on trade with other trades, either on the part of publicans 
licensed or spirit grocers, that is almost universal throughout 
premises. Ireland, is it not? — 1 gave the figures. 

59.950. 'There are, 1 think, 1,349 off -licensed premises 
in the whole of Ireland out of 18,751 licenses? — Yes. 

59.951. Out of those, the spirit grocers’ off-licenses 

i pure and simple arc a very limited number indeed, 

unless they are associated with other licenses. Bor 
instance, out of that 1,349, 565 are spirit grocors aud 
been and wine retailers offp — That is what I said. I 
said the beer-dealer’s certificate was usually given with 
the spirit grocer's, because it was no use keeping it 
back. 

59.952. Is there any objection to the system on which 
the trade is carried on in Ireland in combination with 
other trades? — The Commission must form its own 
opinion about that. 

59.953. If you take a small town or a village some 
distance away from a city where perhaps it would be 
impossible to support a house solely for the sale of 
liquor, do you see any great objection to the combination 
of trades ? — If you ask my opinion, I do. 

59.954. You must bear in mind that the police have 
entire control over all theso licenses ? — I am very sorry 
to say that that is not so. There arc often districts 
where the police could not possibly have control. That 
I have already stated in my evidence as one of the 
drawbacks. 


59.955. I understood you to say that you had been m 
canvassed by some tradors with a view to removing the » 7 ' 
present objections to grocers' licenses ? — I referred to a 
speech made at tbo Licensed Grocers’ and Vintners' _ _ 
Society in Dublin, to which reference was made by one 

of the speakers, aud a very strong appeal was made to 
me to intervene in the matter. 

59.956. That really amounts to canvassing, does it 
not ? It is a way of canvassing ? — Well, I cannot help 
people referring to me in a public speech. I do not 
think the licensed trade of Ireland would be very likelv 
to canvass mo. They knew my views and they felt this 
difficulty. 

59.957. They did so on this occasion? — It was a 
speech made at one of their meetings. 

59.958. With regard to these 308 beor retailers or No con. 
beershops who, as I understand, lost their licenses at ponsife- 
ono fell swoop, in consequence of the Act of 40 Viet., tinder it 
that at one blow shut up 308 businesses ?— I said that Mddoai 
at those sessions this Act came into force, and 308 beer- Act. 
dealers’ certificates were now renewed. Some of them 

may have been not renewed from other causes ; but it 
was largely because of Mr. Meldon’s Act. 

59.959. At any rate it put a stop to 308 traders 
carrying on their business. Was that in Dublin?— 

59.960. Would you approve of such a course as that? 

— I was instrumental in getting the Bill passed. 

59.961. Would you not rather find an intermediate 
means of getting over the difficulty ? — The fact that I 
was instrumental in getting the Bill passed, proves 
what I thought of the evil and of the only method of 
dealing with it. 

59.962. The question of compensation to the traders 
did not enter into your mind at allP — If I were to give 
my opinion about compensation, probably yon would 
be very much astonished, but I would rather not do it. 

59.963. As regards those 308 traders ? — It never 
entered into my mind, and the Act was deliberately 
drawn for the express purpose of doing away with what 
everybody, the licensed trade and all, recognised to be 
a shocking evil. 

59,964'. ( Sir Charles Cameron.) Are you aware that in 
Scotland, where the question of these beer licenses was 
dealt with in another way, the rosult of legislation was 
the abolition of some 7110 of thorn in a year by the 
discretion of the magistrates P — Well, I have been a 
long timo out of Scotland. 

59.965. {Mr. JIUey Smith.) I believe you said that Sundir 
Sunday closing iu Ireland had not resulted in the olosngc 
establishment of bogus clubs or shebeens ? — I men- shekra 
tioned that they had arisen in Dublin, and that is where 
Sunday closing does not exist j so that it cannot be said 

to be due to Sunday closing. They have arisen in 
Dublin, and been doalb with to somo extent, I know; 
but, outside, I am not aware of a siRglo club. 

59.966. That seems to be the experience in the 
principality of Wales ? — I am not aware of any, so I 
cannot say. 

59.967. You quoted Mr. O'Donel, the chief police 
magistrate ? — Yes ; he was chief police magistrate at 
the time. 

59.968. He gave evidence before the Commission in 
1888 ?— Both in 1877 and 1888. 

59.969. He said this before tho Commission: *'I 
“ think the number of Bheboens aud places of illicit 
“ traffic would increase very considerably if yon were 
“ to shut up the public-houses altogether on Sundays, 

“ or shut them up too early on Saturday nights ” ?— He 
is speaking about Dublin alone. 

59.970. He also speaks of tho other exempted cities ? 

— It is very extraordinary that Mr. O’DonePs idea of an 
early hour was 6 o’clock in summor and 7 o'clock in 
winter on Saturdays. I think what Mr. O’Donel was 
referring to was this: there had been proposals made 
for closing at 2 o’clock on Saturdays, which is absurd. 

59.971. Great weight must he attached to an expres- 
sion of opinion of that kind, must it not? — Yes. I 
quoted his opinion in favour of 7 and 8 for Saturday 
closing. Ho was always opposed to the total Sunday 
closing in cities. 

59.972. Arc you also aware that Archbishop Walsh, Arch 
in a public letter which he wrote, also expressed this 
opinion that he was opposed to any further restriction 

on the licensed trade in Dublin, So long as the system 
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MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. 


T. IT. of absolutely unlicensed trading in bogus clubs was o .>9,980. (Mr. Whittaker.) You aro quite clear that Mr.T.W. 

a -fcetl, Mloved by law to continue P— That was at the time Sunday closing has not produced Sunday clubs and Russell, 

}I.P. w hen bogus clubs were rather giving trouble. I havo shebeens?— As to bogua clubs, certainly it has not; as Af.P. 

— h id experiences of Cardinal Cullen and Cardinal to shebeens, there has been some difficulty. The old — - 

i „r TinVili ii mill Act dealim/ with ahoiinenq hml flin offence "keenincr ISApnl ! 


HTCabei who were both Archbishops of Dublin, and Act dealing with shebeens hud tho ofTencc "keeping * 6 April '0 8 
they were both in fuvoar of this legislation. Cardinal for sale." The Act of 1872, which has practically taken * 


Cullen was one of the founders of tho association, its place, does not recognise the offence of « keeping for Suudny 
Archbishop Walsh has come to Dublin since I left sale." The difficulty the police have is this, that under closing 

I cun quite understand Archbishop Walsh saying that tho old Act the pemilty of " keeping for sale ” is a very and. clubs, 

if bogus clubs were to be allowed to prevail there was small one. and they prosecute under the now Act of shebeens, 
no use iu interfering with the licensed trade. My case 1872. Ihe difficulty of proving an net of sole in a *«• 

is that the polico have manfully dealt with them, and shebeen is very great. If von find 10l> bottles of beer Keeping 

the magistrates havo backed them up. Outside Dublin “ a peasant s house, and air the machinery of drinking for sale. 


they do not exist : and they have been brought under the magistrate will come to the conclusion that he was 
iu Dublin keeping that drink for sale. But whore you have to 


jitby 59,97:1. I gather that you are in favour of tho ex- 
'>'a? tension of Sunday closing to these exempted cities I 
ilk want to have it pointed out very cloarly that there is a 
,,-ipied great weight of opinion behind, that if you extended it 
tho result would bo bogus clubs and Hheboens and other 


keeping that drink for sale. But where you have to 
prove the actual sale the thing is very difficult. That 
is a drawback in the law. 


59.981. There has been no special outbreak of 
shebeening P — No. 

59.982. And no bogus clubs? — Mr. Forster was 


to my influence in 1878 that the cities were exempted. 59,983. May I ask yon if before the Act was passed 
The temperance men were resolutely opposed to the jt was predicted that these results, shebeening and 
acceptance of tho Government amendment in 1878 ; bogus clubs, would follow ?— The predictions were most 
and I was almost alone iu advocating that the cities alarming. There were a great many things to happen 
»~mpted. I do not say what i"» animon *v.* i 1 — - 


*<? 't^th' 0n have never come about. 

!hat things 59,984. As those predictions have been utterly 


LZot l» curled ju.t „ |V— ““ “ 


It is a case where the legitimate wants of the people 
must be attended to. Those wants should be supplied 
with due regard to the public interest and welfare. 
That is my case. 

59,974. Suppose, for a moment, the adoption of 


munoc oe cuvr eu jus empemnue men » pllloe , it ia a fair assumption , is it not, that yoa must 

12 or 13 years the HoS'se of A Common.? knows tbit. “ ot nttaeh importance to such predictioiis ?- 

It is a oL where the legitimate wants of the people { ^“|or Predictions about anything, 

must be attended to. Those wants should be supplied _ Q . . 

with due regard to the public interest and welfare. 59,98i>. With regard to the present Sunday Closing Benewsl 
That is my imo. Act, may I ask you whether since 1888— during tho of the 

J , last 10 years — any Irish member hns opposed the renewal Sunday 

59.974. Suppose, for a moment, the adoption of G f the present Sunday Closing Act ? — No ; and even Closing 

Snuday closing in the exempted cities did result in the Irish members who say that they aro opposed to the Act not 

production of l>ogn9 clnbs and shebeens, do yon not Bill as it now stands, including Saturday night, declare opposed, 

think that, as a matter of policy, greater evils are likely that they would not oppose a simple renewal of the 

to arise from drinking in bogm clubs than in a public- present Act. That is never contemplated. 

i rate tbc .oper-Wonof lb« >polic ?-Th«t i. » 59 , 9S6 . Ma , I at, a a,., ym „ ooH „ ot b,„ „ 

liraothcuc.l quc.noi, .rh.ch I »m prepnod to ,t ra »g„ Wiiatitm of MA opmion Oon the fuel that 

When it eomee Amt, but I would rother not uunmr it ttoo 4hont tho whole of the h-ioh m.mbor. not one 
now ; it is pure hypothesis. single member has been found in 20 years to oppose 

59.975. I take it that it is only the abuse of drinking the renewal of thu Snuday Closing Act as ic now 


of it that yon object to so strongly P— stands P— It 1ms been brought in in tho Expiring Laws 


What does it matter what I object to as to the use or Coutinnanco Act every year, and it has never boon 


abuse of drink ? I am here as a public man, not as opposed. There is no member who has made a motion 
regards mere drinking. I havo my own views about it, or introduced a Bill to do anything of the kind, 
but what do they mutter ? If I were a drinker it would 59,987. With regard to the 1897 vote. Do I understand 
not alter one figure or fact which I have quoted to- yon that that vote was influenced to some extent by the 

day. I am really giving my opinion as a public man, fact that this Commission was sitting ? — Mr. Arthur Sunday 

uud not as a tcinperanco man nt all. Balfour made a speech. He had stated when he was closing in 

59,976. Do you consider that if a man in moderation Chief Secretary that the day for argument had passed, Farlia- 
consumes beer or stout, or anythiug of tho kind, say “I'd be stated to the Honso of Commons that with his ment. 

he takes a pint of beer to his dinner and a pint to his views upon the question, and with his knowledge, he 


he takes a pint of beer to his dinner and a pint to his views upon the question, and with his knowledge, he 
e upper six days in the week, ho ought not to be must vota tor the Bill, but that his colleagues held very 
at liberty to got it on the seventh P— If that were the strongly that no legislation ought to take place whilst 


5 legislation ought, to take place whilst 


whole case I am sure you would not bo sitting here to this Commission was sitting ; and that is a rational and 
investigate tho question. a reasonable ground to tako. That, I have no_donbt, 


1 accounts for the diminished number of the English 

59,977. You quoted 19 cities, and gave your statistics vote. From circumstances that most he known to the 
cf drunkenness. Were those 19 cities taken haphazard ? members of the Commission, tho attondanco of the Irish 


— It is a Pari iiiuiont ary Return of the only towns with Nationalist members is exceedingly fluctuating. It is 

i> population of 10,000. Saturday night drinking is exceedingly difficult to get them to come for measures 

considered n greater evil in the towns than iu the 0 f this lciml. Undoubtedly great efforts were made I 

country j uud Mr. Mcldou took a population of 10,000 suppose on both sides ; I am aware that there were on 

as the limit. the Opposition side — and notwithstanding those efforts. 

!■*> 0W8. If yon tako U» Syc raomptod oUka, "kick only® In* oonld b, round to not. ugnin.t 

---•*! embrace a population oE 800,000, tile average number of tk» Ml, including Sato, -da, in tie ttwu, and cray- 

-k Sunday nirceta was only 3d. or 1 in every 23,000. thiug. 

That does not scorn to be a very extraordinary amount? 59,988. (Mr. Young.) Your view does not account 

H,: "1 ;*■ In on . i‘n — f 1,1 C TAP eflTl ll'rt riflT! Ill 1 QH I'll mi fvf tllP Irlbll ovnlol.o fin,. 


—Quito so. ] am very glad it is so; for this reason, for the equalisation of the Irish votes P — My explanation 

that public-houses in’ these cities open at 2 o’clock, amounts to this:. That thoro were, roughly speaking, 

which is tho working-man’s dinner hour. An Irishman 50 Nationalist member" T —««•-* -- *•- 


: present. I say that is due to 


dinner ; ho then has a Bt.roll in the park ; ho com< 
hack at 5 or 6, and thou ho has only got till 7 if he 


going to drink. I am taking the case of Dublin, publicans 
When I went to Dublin first, and they closed at say most 


electoral test question at nil. An active body like the 
publicons aro able to bring pressure upon members. I 


11 o’clock on Sunday night, drunkenness was worse 
there. The time has been reduced now. and there is 
not lunch time for a man to go to the pari and then to 
come back to Dublin to guzzle. 

59,979. You will admit that 1 in 23,000 is not an 


Ireland, that there has been no change whatever. 

59,989. (Mr. Whittaker.) Was not last year the first 
year when tho English and Irish trade practically com- 
bined together to use their influence and issue whips 
against thiB Bill ?— Oh deav.no; the English undo hns 


extraordinary amount?— 1 think it is very satisfactory. , • ... ., T ... , . 

The less facilities the loss drunkenness. 59,990. Did it combine with the Irish trade P-Y ee. 
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BOY AT. COMMISSION ON LIQUOR LICENSING LAWS : 


Mr. T. W. 
Russell, 
M.P. 


59,991. (Mr. Walker.) Do I understand you to imply 
that the House of Commons wns iufluenced by the face 
that this Commission was sitting, and that they did not 
as strenuously support tiia measure as they otherwise 
would have done P— I state that Mr. .Arthur Balfour, 
speaking lor the Government, said that he, owing to his 
views, must vote, but that his colleagues heldadiffcroul 
opiuiou, as the Commission was sitting. It was a very 
reasonable ground to take. 


60,010. There shall be a valuation of 152. in cities and Jf-rir 
82. in country places ?— Yes. The Act under which A. " 
these beerhouse licenses were granted was the Beer 

Retailors', Spirit Grooers’, and Wholesale Beer Dealers’ 
Licenses Act, 1804. 


■MJ*. 


60,011. Parliament permitted persons to take ont 
Excise licenses, and sell beer in any small or dirtv 
collar?— That was so. * 




60,012. There was no confiscation if they occupied 
59,992. If there existed in tho minds of those charged premises of the value you state. They still held their 
with this measure the desirability of paying respect to license. Is that so ? — Yon say there was no confisca- 


this Commission, why did thoy bring it forward at all ? 
— The promotors of the Bill had not the same view that 
the responsible Government hud. I have been speaking 
of tho Government, not of the Members of the House of 
Commone. Of course tho position taken by tho Govern- 
ment would intluonco a certain number of their sup- 
poi'tei'S. I think it is a perfectly reasonable view, and 
one that there is a good doal to bo said for. 

59.993. Does not the mere fact that the measure 
did not receive the support last session that it did the 
provions session indicate that the desire for .Sunday 
closing is not so strung us it was ? — I have been account- 
ing to the best of my ability for the abstraction of votes 
thnt would have been given for the Bill on perfectly 
rational grounds by the Government. I am not prepared 
to admit that tlrnt shows any failure of interest in it. 

59.994. {Bean Diokituon.) Or change of opinion P — 
Or change of opinion. 

59.995. (MV. Walker.) Change of opinion on the part 
of the Irish citiaansP — Oh, no. 


tion. 1 should imagine that there are many publicans 
with valuations of 42. now in most wretched places. I 
do not know that the Commission would be prepared, if 
Parliament said no license shall be granted to a 
publican whoso valuation was not 11 ) 2 ., to say that there 
was no confiscation there. 


60,01 3. Yon told tho Commission that you had been, The tr- 
I understood, for -21 years secretary, or Parliamentary penoJ 
agent, of tho temperance party of Irolaud ? — Yea. yanylt 


60,014. Does that, in other words, mean the teetotal J 
party of Ireland ?— Oh dear, no. The Sunday closing 
movement was mainly manned by non- teetotalers. 
There was no distinction of that kind. 


59.996. The faot remains that the measure was not 
supported last session in the manner that it was on the 
previous session P — It remains that the majority for the 
second reading of the Bill, in consequence of Govern- 
ment abstention, was 29. That fact remains, and there 
was an Irish majority fer it notwithstanding. 

59.997. This Act of 1877 related to the beerhouses. 
I think it is rather a misnomer, is it not, for beerhouses 
to be carried on in a cellar or one room? — They got 
liccrhouse licenses. 

59.998. They were simply Excise licenses ?— Yes. Of 
course they were obtaiuod for consumption off tho 
promises, and tho whole of it was consumed on tho 
promisos. 

59,91)9. I want to obtain from you au admission, if I 
can, that those, what yon term beerhouses, which wore 
carried on in one room, or in some rlirty collar, did not 
incur any expenso in their establishment? — Not a 
farthing. 

60.000. They merely got a cask of boor ami solil it ? 
— Tboy were the most wretched places you could imagine, 
I have boon through them. 

60.001. Therefore in the strict sense of the torin thoro 
was no confiscation where no expenditure had boon 
ii leaned? — There was confiscation of the man’s income, 
whatever that was. 


60.015. What do I understand yon to mean by the 
temperance party of Ireland ? — Just exactly what 1 said. 
Tho temperance party was a party of good citizens, 
regardless of personal habits, combined to bring about 
reforms of the law that thoy considered for tho welfare 
of the people. 

60.016. The temperance party, as you represent it, 
were not teetotalers P — Not all, and not nearly all. 

60.017. {Dean Dickenson.) Nor one-half ? — Not one- 
half. 


60.018. (Mr. W editor.) Are you yourself opposod to 
tho existence of this trade under any circumstances ? 

— No, not under any circumstances. If yon ask me 
my opinion, as a politician, npon that., I am prepared to 
go with public opinion, anil not ouo step further. 

60.019. When this plebiscite was taken P — It was uot Tt* 

a plebiscite. 1 guarded myself against that. «*** 

60.020. It was a house-to-house visitation? — It was 
a paper to bo signed by heads of families only. 

0U.U21.' So that if there wore in some instances 14 
families in n house, would you leave 14 papers there ? 

— Yes ; 14 families in different rooms. 


60,022. An officer was charged to discovor tho head 
of tho family?—''' 


60,023. I suppose ho made a return that he had done 
o ? — They mado a return ovary night to me personally. 


—Thoy mado a return ovary night to me personally. 

60.024. They loft tho paper P — They left the paper. 

60.025. Tho signature was sufficient with a cross?— 


00,026. Are you in possession of the number of tho 


60,002. (Chairman.) And sorao of them, I suppose, 
had been licensed year after year for a long period ? — 
I cannot say for a lengthy period, because they 


The papers that wore counted wei w 
required, by tho signature of the party, and a cross. 

00,027. Then you aro not prepared to soy wliat 
number of tho papers were signed simply by a * 


constantly prosecuted for breaking the law ; but thoy — There wero uouo counted unless the' signature was 

were there in possession of a license, and that license attached with the cross. 


60.003. (Mr. Wcdker.) It was an Excise licouso that 
anyone could obtain ? — Quite so. It was not got from 
tho magistrates in tho way of a publican’s license. 

60.004. It was not a statutory license P —Yes, it was 
statutory. 

60.005. It was ono brought into existence by custom, 
wns uot it P— Not at all. 


. Can you give me the date when Parliament wore not signed ? — No. 


0,028. Would that indicate that those who signed 
those papers were uneducated? — The vote was heaviest 
iu the parts where the district was poorest. 

60,029. Would yon mind answering my question. 

■ Did simply boiug signed by a cross indicate that those 
persons wore uneducated, and nuable to sign their 
immes P — I have not admitted that they were sent in 
without a signature at all. 

i0. (Mr. Wkilidker.) You did not count any that 


60,007. That which I am speaking of? — It must be 
nnwor the original Beerhouse Act. 

60,0CS. It may be, but I have no knowledge of it 9 — I 
think I can answer for it, at all events, that if they 
earned it ou without a statutory license the police 
would have dealt w ith them. There is no license by 
custom that I know. 


>3,031. {Sir WiUiam Honldsworlh..) They were 
signed, I understand, but tho cross was simply to 
indicate which way they voted ? — Yes. 

60,032. (Mr. Wedleer.) I understood yon to say yon 
yourself had been instrumental in shutting up a number 
of licensed houses for having, offended by serving 
illegally on Sunday P — I had that great pleasure. itt- 
(10,033. Does not the fact of tho existence of the 
attempt on the part of a largo number of persons to evade 


60,009. Parliament did not abolish these licenses, but the law exhibit a necessity for tho establishment of such 
placed a qualification on thorn ? — Parliament said tho places of entertainment P — No. I am not prepared 
license shall not bo renewed except on certain conditions, admit that. 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 

Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 


MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. 


130 - 


60.034. But you will admit tbat there i6 a strong 60,045. Is there present to your memory any iudi- Mr. T.W.- 
desire, ns wo liave laid evidence here, on the part of vidual by name r — None or the individuals came forward Jtmxell, 
crowds of men Becking to obtain refreshment on ft prominently in the matter. I am speaking of 20 years M.P. 

Sunday when the houses are closed ? — Yes. 1 will toll ago almost, but there was a general feeling in Dublin — — 

you what I saw with my own eyes. I have seen people at the time that the trade would not object so much 26 April '98 

who were recovering from a late Saturday night debauch to the early Saturday , as to Sunday, closing. 

going ont to the “Fox end Goose ’’ on the Lucan Bond 60,046. That is all yon can say to justify yon in 
i„ carts on Sunday morning, when the Dublin public- making that statement?-! put toward their secretary’s 


i„ carts ou Sunday morning, when the Dublin public- mak i ng that statement ?-I put toward their secretary’s 
bouses were shut, m order to get drink. My view of ata ,temciit before tho Committee, and tho general impres- 
that is this, and this is not a quest, on oi policy at, all, sioa Lhat k on m raiad M to the position tl.eir members 
that if the overwhelming mass of tlic people decide that took iuPavliament.ai id tho position they took themselves 
that convenience shall not exist the opinion of the in th( , ftg i tat ion. Many ol the men are dead. 


that convenience shall not exist, tho opinion of the 
overwhelming mass should prevail against, the desires of 
these men recovering from a Saturday night’s delanch. 
60,035. That is, that the law should be absolute in 


in tho agitation. Many of the men aro dead. 

60,047. Iu answer to his Lordship, yon said many 
magistrates hod given their opinion, and yon mentioned 


their names. Were those r 


favour of the majority, notwithstanding that there is a Is it the police magistrates that I quoted with regard 
large minority P— It depends on the character of the to Saturday closing? I quoted Mr. O'Donel, Mr. 


large minority P— It depends on the character of the to Saturday closing? 
minority. I should also add that I consider the law to Woodlook, and Captain ' 
be a great educative power in this matter, and that the of the Dublin Police. 

duty of Parliament is to make it easy for these people ,.,o *1 * 

toio right, and a little difficult for them to do wrong. “v £ 

I would go so far in the wuy of paternal Government as ' sliioI1 mo as u J 

that. kind. T should to 


Woodlook, and Captain Talbot, the Chief Commissioner 


60,048. Were they teetotal peoplo ?— Not that I know 
. I am certain they were not. It is very hard to 


I understand you to express yourself in favour that they were teetotalers. 


question mo as to the personal habits of gentlemen of 
that kind. I should be very lunch surprised to hoar 


of entire Sunday closing? — The Chairman put that to 

md I thiuk .lid it came right utliwflrt the *£££ fo^ember. Sob^c'&S^d'tofa^r'rf 


30,049. ( Dean Dieleinson.) With reference to the vote Sunday 


answer that. Of coarse nobody can mistake what my 
position is. It is perfectly well understood in the 


country. I say frankly that I have always held that favour of total Sunday closing P— That is 


the country and these large towns differ. I have 60,051. They were supposed to have voiced the wishes 
always held tbat the circumstances differ, and I am of their constituents? — I suppose wo must nil be 
not prepared to spoil tbo ship for a ha'p’orth of tar ; supposed to do that. 

” d Jj 60,052. TO reference to began elate, you oad I, 
I cannot ge li ant. who know Dublin, are aware that the police have been 

60,0S7. As a principle of policy would you liko large found effectual in suppressing bogus chibs. Theso 
towns exempted? — No, I do not say exempted, hut I bogus clubs did not arise from Sunday closing, but 
have my own views as to how they should be treated, they arose from those three reasons : First, in order to 


60.051. They were supposed to have voiced the wishes 
of their constituents? — I suppose wo must all bo 
supposed to do that. 

60.052. With reference to bogus clubs, you and I, Bogus 
who know Dublin, are aware that the police have been clubs. 


I would rather tho Commission would not press me osoapo from the restriction of hoars to which public- 
upon a question of policy which is vital. houses were liable, and to carry ou tboir business all 

60.038. I take it you of opinion tint tho closing ttooBsk tho night , taondly. to <n*r to 1» ritapt 
of public-houses oarlior on Saturday evening meets with 


from nil restrictions or conditions as to suitability 
of premises; and thirdly, to be exempted From tho 


in iiu:Ti-rnJP-i.iii-..ual It i moltfu Hi t- _ licensing duty which has to bo paid. The lust two 

Sth. i ofp,,lL o*oioV 8 on 0 ™iiV. i shlSa 


oheaper than they could obtain it m public-houses ? — 


would welcome it. I am certain that tho clergy of all E 

the churclios would wolcomo it, and that public opinion • °. ' r , , v t ^ j 

rss-ir 1 “■ 1 “T n °ii° sS,°sS g fcsf ^ 

U, thm ronld l» ,10 opponent. There -J b. s d > , Th did 1 ^ op „„, lio „ „ 

r.l ! k " 1 1 ““““ tl0 all rill right Ol- temn» ate tho Act tad pasted. 

a«a the pohee am committed to it. How they oamo about fam not pceparod to aay. 


60.03!'. Would yon close all other shops at tho same 
time? — Oh, deaT, no. Why should I do that ? 


No. Tho shops arc not limited to hours by law now. 


60,041. No, only it would bo a strango sight to see 
the streets thronged with people marketing and all the 
houses of refreshment closed P — I should say it would 


real origin. What I want to bring out is that, what- 
ever the reasons for the origination of these bogns 
clnbs, the police of Dublin have been found effective iu 
suppressing them ? — That is distinctly my impression, 
and tho magistrates have backed them up very well. 

60,054. I want to confirm your view tbat tho origin 
of bogus clubs was not the Sunday Closing Act, and 


be a very happy sight for u great many people, and a of bogus clubs was not the Sunday (.losing Act, and 
very happy thing for tho wives and families who have that the cure of that evil lay in the hands of tho police 
to do the marketing. and has proved effective P — That lias been tho tenour of 

my evidence in reply to the Chairman. 

* fl 0,042. Yon suy : “ T — *'■" •— —»t~».i. 


. certain tho respectable 


l - Ihtoin publicans would support early Saturday closing.” Havo 
Ir.sed yo U any evidence of that ? — I quoted the opinion of a 


0,055. (Vucountclo Vesei.) With refort 


S traveller, yon said yon belioved the intention of the bond fide 
islatnro was that the man should not only prove that traveller, 
he” hud walked three miles, but that ho should show t! 


during all this strngglo. I gave a quotation from his hlld talked _ three miles, but that ho sliotild show that 

evidenue as given before Sir Michael Hieks-Beach’s be iwas going further ?-Tbo mtontion of the legislature 
Committee in 1877. 1 heard expressed by Lord Cross, who introduced the 

Act. He ridiculed the idea during the debate that a 


60,043. We are speaking more of the present day than 


so long ago. This gentleman is not olive, and it is a bond fide traveller because of that fact. The object of 
matter of opinion whether he had the entire confidence tho three-mile limit was to prevent a man sotting 
of the trade. I ask you if you have any cause for up a claim at all till he had travelled three miles, before 


making this statement. Have you had uny commuui- which ho could not proicud to be a fide traveller. 


ration with the representative of the organisation ? — He must satisfy the publican that ho is three miles 
My authority for the statement is drawn from tho from the place where ho slept tho provious night, but 
statement mailo by tho trade duringtlio Sunday closing that does not exhaust the question. The publican then 
agitation, that thoy really felt the evils of llio late hn.i the responsibility of deciding whether this man is 


drinking on Saturday night, and mnny of them slated really a bond fide traveller going ou a journey requiring 
then that they would bo willing to co-operate for the drink, or whether he is a nvilit fide traveller who travels 


change, while opposing Sunday closing. 

60,044. Was that at a public meeting P Can you 


60,056. Have you known any cases where the police 


mention tho name of anyone associated with licensed bBve proved that a man has beau lounging about a 
victuallers' organisation who made that statement? — town drinking at other public-houses, andhavo secured 


Their official made it, and made it on their behalf, to s a conviction ? — Oh, yes ; the police in many districts 
delect Committee of the House of Commons. have acted exceedingly well, and the evil has been 

S 2 
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diminished. Excepting, perhaps, in these laTge areas 
surrounding the l*ig towns, the evil hue been satisfac- 
torily dealt with. I drove us an experiment round 
county Wicklow myself last year (this is not going bock 
to 1870), and L was perfectly astonished to see the order 
prevailing. There was no attempt to evade the Act at 
all, even in that benutiful county, which is the resort on 
Sunday of tourists. 

60.057. Tou have known instances where the police 
have brought forward evidence to show that a man had 
been drinking in other pnblic-boiiBes than the one in 
which they found him, and were able to secure a con- 
viction, and that that man has not been a bond fide 
traveller ? — Yes. As a magistrate myself, I have sat on 
appeals at Kilrnoinliam where these hond fide travellers 
have como up, and the Recorder of Dublin has always 
dealt in a legal manner with them. It is a real evil, 
because the magistrates and the police have como to 
believe, I do not know how, that tho mere travelling 
three miles gives the right to get drink. 

60.058. With reference to tho carrying on of other 
trades on licensed promises, are you of opinion that 
that is a temptation to drink ? — Of course, if yon take 
tho original idea of what a public-house was intended to 
bo, it was not intended to be a grocer's shop ; it was 
intended to be a bouse of entertainment for travellers. 
That was the original conception of the licensing laws. 
Tho Commission must judge for themselves whether a 
woman on Saturday night going into a public-house 
for the pnrohase of groceries is not exposed to tempta- 
tions to which she ought not to be exposed in having 
drink sold at her elbow. Of course, there is a difficulty 
in dealing with it now that the evil is done. 

60.059. Do you know of other trades besides that of 
grocery being carried on iu the same premises ? — YeB. 
Drapery, ironmongery, and in many cases a post-office. 

60.060. Where tho goods are sold at one counter, and 
the liquor at another ? — No, where they are sold at the 
same counter. 

60.061. If ft limit of time wore given to the holders of 
licenses who carry on other trades, and they had to take 
their choice between discontinuing the license or tho 
trade, do yon. think that would be effective? — That, 
again, is a quostiou of policy, and I think the Commission 
would liavo tho greatest difficulty in dealing with it, 
seeing that it is nn established rule, and that 12,000 
out of 18,000 houses arc carried on now in that joint 
way. My view of all these licensing questions is that 
you cannot go nhoad of public opinion, but that you 
must carry it with yon. 

60.062. Do you think public opinion is in favour of 
continuing the present system P — No ; but I think if 
there wore anything like a general order that these two 
trades were to be separated it would cause a very great 


deal of friction and trouble and perhaps a great deal lr 
of loss to the publican. I think there would be «•«,. ' n’ 1 ',"' 
difficulty. “ jjy 

60,063. Yon do not think if a limit of time were — i 
given that a very large number of these smaller public- 
houses might be discontinued automatically P — That 
affects more the valuation than the joint trade. 

60,061. I am directing my question to the fact of the 
evil of the carrying on of the two trades under the 
same roof? — You must take it that it exists, and it is 
for the Commission to take the responsibility of 
finding n remedy. 

60.065. You have not given any opinion with regard 
to the constitution of the licensing authority. Do you 
wish to state anything as to that. ?— I would rather not. 

I know what it is myself, but I would rather not give 
an opinion. 

60.066. (Dean Diokhwon.) You are aware that 
licenses are granted with groat facility in Ireland, are 
you not p — They have been. 

60.067. ( Sir Algernon West.) Will you tell me why 
Derry is exoladod from tho exempted cities?— Mr. dem-'r 
Charles Lewis— afterwards Sir Charles Lewis— was 
member for Derry at the time, and he made it im. 1 
possible to exompt Derry, although Derry has a larger 
population than Waterford. 

60.068. Would you object to giving the Commission (W-- 
yonr views upon compensation ? — I think that would be tioa 
taking me into ground which I am absolutely precluded 
from entering upon. 

60.069. I think you said they would astonish us? 

I voted for Mr. Gosohon’s scheme in the House of 
Commons, bnt I should be obliged to the Commission 
if they would not press me upon that. 

_ 60,070. (Mr. Young.) In a small village in a rural Minf 
district, is it not convenient that the two trades shonld trad;-: 
be carried on together in one house? — Convenient, putfc 
For what ? boa* 

60,721. Convenient for the public ? — V ery convenient 
for the publican. 

60.072. The farmers all round come in and they want 
their tea and various other articles, and they want 
their liquor as well. May I put this to you, that the 
grocer could not live by selling tea, ho could scarcely 
live by selling draporv, and it is necessary for him that 
lie should combine nfchor trndos ? — Is it your ease that 
a man can only live in Ireland by selling whisky? 
Surely it bos not como to that. 

60.073. Is it not necessary that there should be a 
combination of trades, for tho sake of the trader and 
for the sake of the public P — I do not think there is any 
necessity about it. 


The witness withdrew. 
Adjourned for a short time. 


Mr. Hep fern an F. Consuiine called in and exnmincd. 


60.074. (Chairman.) You are a resident magistrate 
. stationed at Kilkenny? — Yes. 

60.075. You have been resident magistrate I think 
f for several years P — Yes, for the last 16 years. 

60.076. What is your district ? — My district comprises 
almost the entire of the county Kilkenny with tho 
exception of a small portion just at the end which 
belongs to Waterford, and it also extends to a portion 
of the’Quoon’s County. 

60.077. It includes therefore a great number of petty 
sessional divisions P — It includes 15 different petty 
sessions districts and two borough courts, or two 
courts under tho Towns Improvement Act. 

60.078. It comprises an area of what extent P — Of 
something over 1,000 square miles. 

60.079. You have acted besides in other counties P — 
I have also noted in die county of Cork ; I was stationed 
there for some time ; and in Kerry I was also stationed 
for over five years. I bavo acted also in several other 
counties. 

60.080. TJndor the Licensing Acts what is yonr 
position? — My position under the Licensing Acts is 
that, of an ordinary justice of the peace. I attend all 
the petty sessions within my district, and I act there 
in conjunction with the local magistrates. 


60.081. Do you attend 15 different potty sessions P— -Vr.fi | 

Yes, I do. Gw= 

60.082. Are they held at different times ? — They are 
nearly all on different days. One would bo the first 
Monday and tho first Tuesday, and so on. 

60.083. Fortnightly and monthly? — Fortnightly and 
monthly, and somo weekly. 

60.084. ( Viscount do Vesci.) Mostly fortnightly P— No, 
mostly monthly in my district. 

60.085. ( OlKiinnan .) Besides attending petty sessions, 
you also, I think, attend quarter sessions ? — Yes, os an 
ordinary justice. 

60.086. Onn you state what is the jurisdiction of petty Jurist 
sessions. What do they deal with P — Tho court of lioud ; 
petty sessions consists of the justices of the peace and p«Uf 
the resident magistrate. It deals with almost all cases a*#*'- 
under tho Licensing Acts ; it deals with die granting 

of spirit grocers' licenses and boor dealers’ licenses, that 
is wholesale beer dealers’ licenses and retailers' licenses. 

It deals also with transfers, with certificates of re- 
newal, with the granting of exemption orders, and 
also with the granting of occasional licenses, bnt that 
is chiefly done by magistrates out of sessions. 

60.087. Does it deal with offences against the Licensing 
Acts ?— Yes, all offences against the Licensing Acts 
practically. 
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; ft. F. 60,088. An appeal lies from their decision to the 
• ouli'iif. quarter sessions t — YeB, in all cases an appeal lies from 

. their decision to the quarter sessions. 

60,069. Then as to the constitution of the quarter 
sessions P — The quarter sessions court consists of the 
county court judge of the district acting as chairman 
with nil the magistrates of tho division and the resident 
magistrates, and it deals with all appeals from pettv 
sessions, with the confirmation of transfers and with 
the granting of now licenses. 

60.090. And from the decision of quarter sessions 
there is no appeal P — No, there is no appeal. 

60.091. Do yon object to the mode or granting of 
spiri t grocers or beer retailers or wholesale beer dealers’ 
1 icon scs ? — 1 Bhould transfer the granting of all those 
licenses to tho licensing authority I shall suggest, and 
if you would permit me, I will deal with that a littlelater 




60,092. Wliou we come to your suggested reforms P— 


Yes. 


hwvalua- 

fioiof 

fcNic- 


1. No objection can be taken to the granting of 
licenses now, oxcopt on the ground of the character of 
tho applicant or the suitability of the premises? — Yes. 
That is as regards spirit grocers and wholesale beer 
dealers’ licenses, but as regards beer retailers that is 
entirely optional with the magistrates. With reference 
to tho granting of new licenses an objection can be 
taken on the ground, also of there being a sufficient 
number existing. 

60,094 In the case of transfers, the only objection 
that can be taken is as to the character of the applicant P 
—Yes, aud the suitability of tho promises or unfitness 
and inconvenience of the premises. 

60.095. And as to renewals, the character of the 
applicant and the manner in which the house has boon 
conducted for some previous specific time ?— Yes. 

60.096. In rase of new licenses, tiro necessity for a 
new license being establised in the particular locality 
is one of the main elements of consideration P — Yes, 
that is one of the main elements, or ought to be. 

60.097. What is the population of the city of Kil- 
kenny ? — The population of the city of Kilkenny is 
something over 11,000 according to the last cenBus. 

60.098. What is the number of licensed houses P — 
There are at the present time 110 licensed houses in 
that city. 

60.099. Including under licensed houses evey kind of 
license ? — Yes, but you may take it- practically all the 
licenses are full licenses in Kilkenny. There is prac- 
tically no such thing as a spirit grocer’s license in 
Kilkenny. 

60.100. Thou as to tho valuation of the houses P — Of 
those, 26 aro under a valuation of 101. ; 22 are under a 
valuation of 15Z., and 62 are over a valuation of 15Z. 
That valuation is not the Excise valuation, because for 
the purpose of paying duty the Excise always take 
•20 per cent, over the ordinary valuation. That is the 
ordinary Poor Law valuation of the houses I have quoted. 

60.101. That is in the town P— Yes. In the county 
of Kilkenny, where there is a population of 76,000, 
there aro 1149 licensed houses, and of those 202 are 
under a valuation of 10Z., 71 under 15Z., and 76 over 
15!., aud a very considerable numbor of the public- 
houses in the comity of Kilkenny are under a valuation 
of 61. 


60.102. Then if I may draw my own deductions from 
your figures. 1 understand that iD the town about half 
are under 15Z. and one-half are over 15Z.P — Yes. 

60.103. And that in tho county, out of the total 
number, there aro 273 which arc under 15L, and only 
76 over 151. ? — Y es, that is so, and a considerable number 
of that 273 aro under 5 Z. 

60.104. The vast majority of all those licenses being, 
as you have just now stated, full license* ? — Yes. There 
are some few spirit grocers’ licenses. I only recall one 
to my own knowledge at tho present moment, but there 
are very few indeed such as do exist. 

00,105. (Mr. Younger.) What class of house is it that is 
rated at 51. P — You can imagino yourself what the class is 
when it is rated at 51., to include both the yard, tho 
premises, aud tho house itself. 

60,106. Are they single Btoried buildings ? — Yes. 

Sii 60,107. (Chairman.) We may take it from you that 

the accommodation is of a very inferior character 
Ut0fl ' indeed?— The accommodation is very bad indeed. They 


ore houses such as were referrod to a short time ago. Mr. II. F. 
The accommodation largely consists of merely a bar Considim. 
covered by a sliding shutter, and shut off by that means — 
either from the small shop or from the ordinary living 26Aprii '08 

room of the house. - 

. 60,108. Then when yon say that the houses are fully- 
liconsed houses, aro we to understand that these are 
public-houses in the ordinary acceptation of the termP — 

Yes, certainly, the ordinary seven-day license. 

_ 60,109. Do they conform to one’s idea of a pure and Combina- 
simplo pubiic-houBes p — Oh dear no. I did not mean tio “ oE 
to convey that. There are very few pure and simple t, "‘ les - 
pnblio-houses. These houses are largely run in con- 
nexion with small grocers' establishments bnt not as 
a rule draper)' establishments in my district. 

60.110. Are they mere drinking shops or public- 
houses where refreshments might be obtained us well P — 

No, not refreshments. They have no such thing ns 
refreshments in the vast majority of cases. Of course 
there arc exceptions. 

60.111. (Vise ouut de Kesri.) There are two or three 
hotels in the city of Kilkenny? — Yes. I am not 
referring to thorn but I am referring chiefly to the lower 
class public-houses to which attention has been called. 

60.112. (Chairman.) Do yon observe any change in Great pre- 
tlra drunkenness of tho last few years, either in the valence of 
county or the city P — There is practically no change drunken- 
at far as I can detect. If there is any change at all it ness- 
would bo in a decrease of drunkenness. All the same, 

there is a vast amount of drunkenne33. 

60.113. Do yon connect crimes of violence with drink Connexion 
in any way ? — Nearly all the crimes of violence — in fact of drink 

I may say all — are connected with drink. It is only and crime, 
quite lately — within the last month — that I have had 
to investigate two charges of a rather serious and one 
of a rather brutal character, and all three of them were 
the result of drink. 

60.114. Do yon mean that they are crimes committed 
under tho immediate influence of drink, or crimes 
brought about by the brutalising effect of a long coarse 
of inebriety P — Tho immediate effect of drink. 

60.115. On what occasion does this drunkenness Bad 
mostly prevail in your district P — Chiefly in connexion quality of 
with lairs and markets, and on Saturday nights ; and I liquor, 
blame the circumstances, in connexion with the fail's 

and markets, under which people drink, nnd On all 
occasions the quality of drink they consatne, to a large 
extent, for the drunkenness. 

60.116. Then you think the quality goes to contribute 
to the drunkenness together with the quantity P — 

Quality more than quanity. 

60.117. Wo have had a great number of witnesses 
before ns who say there is no adulteration. Is it 
whisky they drink or porter? — Whisky to a large 
extent, and porter also. 

60.118. What do you say as to the quality P — I 
believe the quality to be most inferior. 

60.119. You do not say it is adulterated with noxious 
ingredients? — Nothing of that kind has ever come to 
my knowledge. 1 have heard lots of* statements made, 
bnt I have never known it. 

60.120. Have yon known such a thing as this, that 
when a fair or market has ended, tho liquor not con- 
sumed has been thrown upon the ground P— I have not 
known it, bnt it has been stated to me by a constabulary 
officer, in whose word I place complete confidence. He 
stated he saw on tone occasion, after a raoe meeting, a 
quantity of drink brought out of one of the tents or 
booths and thrown ont upon the ground. 

60.121. The presumption beingthat it was not a very 
valuable compound P— Yes. 

60.122. Turning to the city of Kilkenny, are there Exemption 

many exemption orders granted P — Yes. There aro no orders in 
less than 21 exemption orders at present in force in tho Kilkenny 
city of Kilkenny. City. 

60,128. How do you mean in forco — of permanent 
mother. 'L'hcsv crime 


endurance P — From ono year to another. They como 
up each year for confirmation before tbo magistrates. 

60.124. Tho exemption orders do? — Yes. They arc 
standing exemption orders, and these enable Llie 
publicans to open their promises for tho sale of drink 
on all fail's and market days, which means roughly 
about 60 days in the year, at 4 o’clock in the morning, 
and at that hour — I mention this chiefly with reference 
to the circumstances under which the people drink— 


S3 
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Mr. Tf. F. there aro no refreshment houses or breakfast houses of 
Coimitline. any kind open, and it naturally arises that with the 

drink there, under the people’s noses (if I may use the 

26 April ’98 expression), they toko drink at a time they ought not 

to nave it, and when they linvo had no food ; and I have 

known several cases myself of persons who have eaten 
no food up to 2 o’clock in the day, though they have 
been up all night, 'oat they all had drink. 

CO, 125. Up to 3 o'clook in tbo day ? — Yes. 

60.126. They iiave had opportunities of getting some- 
thing to eat before 2 o’clock P — Yea. They would have 
lots of opportunities, but thov commenced by drinking. 
My point is, that if they baa not had the drink before 
thorn at that early hour, and had had a reasonable time 
for their breakfast, they would have gone to their break- 
fast and taken food, hut with the temptation to drink 
before them — urged on them almost— they naturally 
succumb to it. 

60.127. Is it peculiar to Kilkenny that these standing 
exemption orders should be granted P — 1 have never 
known it anywhere else. 

60.128. They do not come up for revision for a twelve- 
month P — That is so. When I went to Kilkenny first 
the number of exemption orders — that is, 11 years ago 
— was very large indeed. I cannot, give the number, 
but 1 think the majority of the houses had exemption 
orders. I urged on the magistrates the desirability of 
doing away with them. 

60.129. By that process of exemption orders you 
might vitiate the whole operation of the licensing laws ? 
— Entirely. The only hours that you cannot grant an 
exemption order for are between 1 and 2 o’clock in the 
morning, but you may grant exemption orders for any 
othor times you like. 

Occasional 60,130. In this connexion what do you say to occa- 
licenscs. sional licensee ? Are they granted with some lavisli- 
uessP — Yes, but occasional licenses are not given for 
the fairs and markets. They are chiefly given in 
connexion with race meetings and coursing meetings 
and things of that kind. They ore given with certainly 
a considerable amount of freedom. 

60.131. Are they given in anticipation of the coming 
yearP — No, only for a special occasion, and they can 
only last, under the law, for three days. 

60.132. Tboy may bo renewed, may they not ? — Yes, 
thoy may, but it is not so. They are granted only for 
those occasions, and granted within definite hours. 

00,133. Thercforo you have not no much complaint to 
mako of occasional licenses as of. the exemptions P — I 
make no complaint of the occasional licenses, but I 
think exemption orders are granted in iho most un- 
necessary maimer, and I think thoy contribute very 
much to the amount of drnnkenness. 


Price of 60,134. You touohcd on the quality of the whisky just 
. whisky now ; what is the price of it ? — Whisky is sold hi Kil- 

showing keuny, or advertised for sale in Kilkenny, at 12s. Gd. a 

quality. gallon. Now the duty is 10s. 8d. per proof gallon, 
and it can he reduced by 25 per cent, of water. 
I have calculated that the actual duty on the gallon bo 
reduced would ho about 8s. 9 d . ; that would leave 3s. 9 <1. 
to pay for the initial cost of the whisky, to pay for all 
expenses attendant on it, and to provide a profit. 
When I mention that tho price of the best whisky frosh 
from the still, each as that produced by Messrs. John 
Power and Son, and John Jamoson, is from 4s. to 5s. a 
gallon, the inference is vory manifest os to the quality 
of the material provided for 12s. 6d. 

60.135. (Mr. Younger.) You are confusing malt 
whisky with grain whisky P — Yes. Of course there is 
what is called Patent whisky. 

60.136. But yon are talking of malt whisky P — I am 
talking of pot-still whisky. 

60.1 37. There is no reason why tho other should nob 
be good P — 1 do not profess to give any opinion on it. 

60,188. And yield a profit at 3s. 9d. ? — That may bo. 

60,139. (Q fiair man.) In tho great majority of tho 
houses is the superior or inferior whisky sold ? — lb is 
tho inferior whisky that is sold. 

"Effect of 60,140. Yon say so inferior as to be deleterious mid 
bad provocative of drnnkenness P— In my opinion. I have 

whisky. known lots of caBes to come before mo at petty sessions 
where the persons have said they were not drunk, 
though the evidence was conclusive on the point, and 
their allegation or their statement in proof of tho fact 
that they were not drunk was : “I only took a conple 


of pints of porter," but when I pressed them on the 
point it generally turned out they had had a glass of r 11 ‘ 
whisky also, and the frequent saying with regard to ’ 
that by tho police was: “and, sir, it is the whisky ' 
that has done it, and not tho beer or porter.” J 

60,141. It is difilcnlt to say if a man takes two pints 
of porter and one glass of whisky which h;is operated 
most dele tor ionsly ? — That is certainly so, hut I think 
thore are very low persons that two pints of porter 
would make drank, and when you have the unquestioned 
fact that thoy hayo become drunk, ami that they ouh- 
had two pints of porter and a glass of whisky, it being 
admitted that two pints of |iortcr would not do it, I 
think the other iuferouco is cloar. 1 do not think with 
regard to the beer and porter supplied there is any such 
ground for complaint with regard to it. 

00,142. Is the use of hour and porter spreading as Use of 
compared with whisky ? — 1 think it is. a|1| j 

60.143. Saturday is a lialf-holiday P — Yes. porter 

60.144. The wages day is not necessarily Saturday ? 

— No, hut it frequently is. 

60.145. They are paid oil Friday night? — Friday 
night. 

60.146. Do you think on Satnrdny night there is an Satnnhj 
increased amount of drunkonnoss ? — Uuqnostionably. dnmW 
There is morn drnnkenness on Saturday night, than any ness, 
other night in the week. I havo no statistics what- 
ever on tho point, though I did at oua time, when I 

had to give evidence before a Commission, get statistics 
which unquestionably proved it. 1 think Mr. T. W. 

Bussell stated them here to-day, bnt the cases at petty 
sessions show it very clearly. Monday is our town 
court, and on the Monday there aro a great many more 
cases coming up than on any other day. 

60.147. Saturday being a leimu'c day, and there being 
money in their pockets, the temptation is to take more 
drink than is necessary P — Quitu so. 

60.148. Do yon think tho number of licensed houses Nomirr: 
is adequate, or excessive, or below tho mark P — Largely lirewwl 
excessive. In my opinion tho great ovil in my district house it 
and in Ireland ns JI know it, is tbo exoessive number of Kilim; 
tho public-lionscs. In Kilkenny wo have a public- 
house to every 100 of the population. 

60.149. Aro yon talking of fully-licensed notises of all 
kinds? — All lands of licensed honses, bnt. as I liavo 
said already, you may takothem all as being practically 
fully-licensed houseB. 

60.150. Arc thoro no grocers' licenses P — I cannot 
recall ono at this moment. I think there is one now. 

60.151. (Mr. Orinling.) ( i ran led quite recently? — 

Yob. That is tho only ono I etui recollect. 

60.152. (Chairman.) Taking licoironu houses, there is Sixty-***: 
1 to every 100 of the population P — Yes, including jictceit. 
women and children in the city of Kilkenny, mid iu the too sun; 
county of Kilkenny, there is 1 to every 218 of tho popu- 
lation. At the last, licensing sessions in Kilkenny I 
heard the responsible officer of tho constabulary there 
swear that, in his opinion. 33 per cent, of tlio oxisting 
licensed houses in the city of Kilkouny would be ample 

for the requirements of tho place. 

60.153. Then it is your opinion that tho licenses are 
too many by half P — Yob. 

60.154. That 50 pier cent, are unnecessary ?— Yes, I 
consider 50 per cent, are unnecessary, and as I say, I 
heard tbo responsible officer of t.lio constabulary swear 
that in his opinion 33 per cent of theso existing houses 
would be sufficient ; that in, there were 67 per cent, too 
many. 

60.155. (fiir William Houhlm'arth.) Is that in the city 
or in the county ? — In the city. 

60.156. (Chairman.) Yon have giveu us 1 to 100 of Liwoi^ 
tho population in the city, and 1 to 218 in the country j 1 to ® 

I suppose in the country you hnvon larger proportion in p**" 
places than 1 to 218 P — No, that is the proportion in lslnM ' 
the county, including the villages. 

60.157. What is the worst instnneo in the case of tho 
villages. Yon refer to OostleislandP — That is in the 
county of Kerry. I hoard Mr. Russell mention the place 
this morning. I had charge of that district for five years, 
audit was the most drunken ami t.he most lawless place 
I have ever known, and the proportion was 1 to every 
30 of the population in the village of Castleisland. 

60.158. Thirty men. women, and children P— Yes. 

The population roughly at the time, was 1,600. Mr. 
Bussell Bald 3,000, but he does not. know it as well as I no, 
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a ]'. and according to my recollection, there were 54publio. hear ; but tbe vast majority ot magistrates never give a jj/ r , jj_ jr 
' \,uiiiie. houses there. He described it accurately when ho thought to the licensing question. It is not that they Cov.iidint. 
suiil you would hud jt difficult in goiug up the main menu to do wrong, but they are not a suitable tribunal. 


street to find n house that was uot a public-house. 
60.159. Is the proportion increasing now P — I cannot 


26 April'98 


tell yon now what the proportion is. I should think 
probably it has decreased a little. The magistrates 
were very anxious to reduce the number when I was 
there. 




1. Can yon give us any figures to prove tbe |T‘ u ,!i ng 
3 of licenses P— No, I cannot, but I thought I 


iTong, but they 

60,176. Do they readily grant uei 
with the greatest facility. There i: 
rule in getting a license. 

6°,177. 

increase of licenses? — No, I cannot, but I thoughts 
beard Mr. Bussell read out the figures, and I think ho 
said there were 16,000 at one time and 18,000 now. 

60,178. What district was lie speaking of P — 1 think 
of the number of pnblio-houses in Ireland. 

from with reference to'Castleislnnd of the proportfon of KUkSv ? ^ 

licensed premises to popnlationr-I was there for five „" Qy P_I oannu '- 8170 yon fi8arcs on tnaD P° mt ' 
years. 60,180. Asyoufindfaultwiththepresontsystem, apart proposed 


60.160. Now did it come abont that Oastleisluiul was 
so pre-eminently favoured in its public-houses? — I 
cannot tell you. 

50.161. [Mr. Grinling.) Where do you get tbe figures 


altogether to what I did. 

6i>,163. It is Oastloisland, 61 licenses P — That is the 
Castleisland district, bccun.se the population of Castlo- 
island itself, according to the last census, was under 
1,500. 

60.164. [Cliannium.) You are talking of the village of 
Oastloisland ? — Yea. 

60.165. [Mr. GrMintj) Wo must distinguish between 
the town and the district ? — I am dealing purely with 
the village of Castleisland. 

60.166. [Mr. Young.) They sell to the neighbour- 
hood P — Of course they do. They will sell to any person 
that will buy from them. 

60.167. [Chairman.) When you speak of Castleisland 
being the most drunken ana lawless place yon have 
known, you arc speaking of the village with n popu- 
lation of 1,000 P — I am speaking of the village and of 
the general district. 


yon create a new licensing authority ? — Yes, I would authority, 
constitute as the licensing authority, the county court 
judge, and if it bo deemed advisable, I would suggest 
tbe addition to him of tbe resident magistrate of the 
district. I would suggest tbe residont magistrate 
because he has a large amount usually or local 
knowledge wbiob would possible prove useful in tbe 
“ — of conflicting testimony. 




60.169. When it is stated that there is 1 to 80 in the 
village of Castleisland, that convoys a wrong impresion. 
It is the outskirts of a district P — It might to a certain 
extent convey that unquestionably, but uot more than 
it would us regards the town I think. 

60.170. (Sir William Houldmonrth.) Still it is true of 
the viliago of Castleisland, ns 1 understand P — Most 
absolutely true nt the time L spoak of 10 years ago. I 
cannot tell you now because I urn not there, and I did 
not look into the matter. I merely mentioned the 
fact. 

60.171. [Chairman.) Where Jo yon look for reform P 
— Well, I should like to see tho public-houses roduoed 
in number and improved in quality j and I believe that 
if yon reduce tho number you will improve the quality. 


60.181. Yon would exclude the magistrates or justices 
altogether?— Yes, I would. 

60.182. You would let tlie county court judge sit with 
the residont magistrate to hear all cases? — T would 
transfer to him all these licensing applications, or rather 
tho power of granting all licenses that is at present 
vested in the petty sessions court, and I would make him 
the licensing authority fov tho granting of new licenses, 
and for the granting of exemption orders. I would 
leave the granting of occasional licenses in the hands of 
tho present authority, or as has boon suggested to me 
in the hands of the resident magistrate. 

60.183. Yon would leave very little for the petty ses- Trial of 
aious to do in the way of licensing P— I would leave licensing 
nothing to petty sessions, except t.o deal with offences, offences nt 
of course, but aa regards granting licenses, I would petty 
place it entirely in the hands of the new licensing sessions, 
authority. 

60,184 Why do yon stop at leaving them jurisdiction 
for offences? — I would leave them to try those the 
same as they would try a case of assault. They would 
deal with drunkenness. 


60,185. Do not you think the same bias woald come in 
there, in your judgment P — No, I do not think so. They 
arc noting there ns jurors, and my experience is they 
act fairly. 


60,186. Supposing there was a charge against a man 
of permitting drunkenness? — I do not think they would 
not unfairly. 


Pa 60,172. Do yon think that those ,two reforms you 

ittices not have indicated can bo carried out under the existiug 
i poper _ licensing system P — No, I think not. I should alter the 
•jibomil. " existing licensing authority ; und I. wish to guard myself 
in what I say now against making any reflection uj 
the magistrates in the discharge of their duty. 


Td° 


60,188. Havo you over known eases where there has Canvass- 
been an offenco tried before a magistrate, and tho iug before 
magistrate has been canvassed in respect of that tb*- 1 tr bd °f 
charge ?— I have heard of cases of tbe kind, but I have offences. 


not moan to impute to them any intentional wrong never known ono myself. I do not think the magistrate 
doing as regards this licensing. I merely consider that, would probably mention it to me. Any magistrate 
from tbe surroundings of tho whole position, they are capable of being canvassed in a matter of that kind 


would probably” keep it to himself. I have heard 
statements, but I have never hoard cases of it myself. 


not the proper tribunal. 

60.173. Do you think they arc acted on by their local 
associations ? — Yes, 1 think they ore acted on by local 
associations — some of them ; and I know some of them 
are canvassed, and that they yield to the pressure. 

60.174. Yon think they aro influenced by their 
relationship, social or family relationship P — Sotr 
them might be by family relationship in tho cat 
some appointments. 

60.175. Wo will talk of tho system and we will not 
single out any particular magistrate- Are there any 
fixed rules by which they act or any uniformity of 
action? — No, neither fixed rules nor uniformity of 
action. I hove known a bouse of a most excellent 
character, with an exceptionable applicant, refused a 
license at tho Sessions, and be turnoa attention then to 

some other business, and at the following licensing magistrates not to take away the poor man’s liveli- 
sessions I havo known an inferior house and an interior hoQ[1 p_ I think it ie poss i b i e there might be. 
man — though with nothing against his character — 

granted a license in the same place and under the same 60,191. [Sir William Houldsworlh.) Do yon make a 
conditions simply because you had the Bench differently marked distinction between tho prevalence of cunvass- 
oonstituted, or some extra pressure had been brought to ing in reference to granting a license or renewing a 

S 4 
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60,189. My difficulty would be that if the magistrates 

'o so unfit to deal with ordinary licensing cases, why 

should they bo entrusted with the very delicate affair 
of adjudicating in offences against the licensing laws? 
— One is merely the granting of these licenses. As I have 
said, Ido not think they have ever considered carefully 
the question of licensing at all, and are not conscious of 
doing any wrong by either granting according to their 
view or refusing a license; but to deal wilh a case of v an 
actual offence is another matter altogether. 

10,190. I am dealing with the caso of an actual 
offence. If thnt offence Is brought home, and the man 
is convicted, tho license would be taken away from 
him. Do not you think there might be under these 
circumstances ; in Kilkenny, pressure put on tho 
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jiff, F' license, and canvassing with reference to these offences ? 
Considine. — YfiS. 

00,192. That is to say. that in the latter case you do 

26 April 98 uo t think than canvassing is at nil prevalent in euden- 
vouring to influence tho magistrates with reference to a 
criminal oltnnce P — Yes. 

60,193. In the other case of granting licenses there 
is a groat prevalenco of canvassing? — Exactly. I 
have not known magistrates canvassed as regards 
their dealing with offences. 

60,l!)4. (Chairman.) Ton have hoard of one case, but 
you do not know of any ? — Yes, I have heard of a case, 
uut I never knew one to my knowledge. 

60,195, Constituting this licensing authority in the 
way you propose, and transferring to that all licenses 
except oc casional licenses, and leaving all jurisdiction 
over offeuoea to tlie petty sessional divisions, seems to ho 
your reform so far ? — Yes, up to this point. 

Reduction 60,196. Then in respect of renewals ? — At the present 
of licenses moment renewals can only he opposed on the ground 
by pur- of the character of the applicant and tho manner in 
chase. which he has conducted his house within the previous 
twelve mouths. I should ho disposed to extend to 
Ireland the power of objecting t,o renewals on tho 
ground of tho unsuitability of the premises, and the non- 
necessity for tho existence of the house, hut I would not 
go to the extent of making that a ground for tho 
Scheme for absolute rejection of the license or rather refusal of the 
reduction renewal, but I would empower the court that would 
compcnsa- be the licensing authority, on being satisfied that 
tion, &c. the premises were not suitable and the house was 
unnecessary, to gTant a certificate to that effect, and 
on that certificate being granted tho police should 
bring that matter under the notice of the county 
council at its next sittings, and the county council 
should be empowered, not compulsorily, but should he 
given the option of buying up that license at a price to 
be arranged ; and in the event of a disagreement about 
price, that price to be fixed by a Government arbi- 
trator, and the money for that purpose to be advanced 
by the State, in like manner as it is at present advanced 
under the Labourers Acts. 


enforce on the publican the improvement of his \i 
premises?— Quite so. and if lie did not carry out the o' j f 
order the license should lapse. Then I would give 


60,197. Then, however often a license Bhould bo 
renewed, you would leave it to the licensing authority 
to say : • ‘ This particular year wo think that the house 
" is rot required, though it has been apparently 
“ required in pastyears” ? — You must rem ember I have 
gone on the basis that there are a great many, too 
many public-houses — houses that are absolutely and 
entirely unnecessary, and I should leave it to tho 


and unsuitable. I sliouldmake tliata combined finding. 


00,198. I am putting myself rather in the position of 
a publican whose license has been renewed year after 


year, and at last tho authority comes down on me mid 
says: “The last five years’ wo have renewed your 
license, bus in the sixth year we think there are too 
many, and we select you for extinction ” ? — To a oertain 
extent it would come to that, but they would only take 
the cases of tho houses that wore both unnecessary and 
unsuitable. 


] >owcr of appeal against these refusals to renew and 
orders and certificates to tho judge of assize. 


60,204. You see no objection, assuming the existence 
of this county council, to mixing up the licensing 
question with tho other duties appertaining to the 
county conneil? — All they havo to do is to decide 
whether they will buy up the house or not. They have 


After all what question moro largely interests tho 
community than the licensing qnostuni. 


60,205. I believe you have au alternative plan to p- ■ 
that, failing the county council and the liceusine . 


authority P— Failing any change of that kind, 1 should popuiaiiJ 
be disposed to limit the number of public-houses — I am 
proceeding on the basis that thorn are a great ileal too 
many to the population — and to place a minimum 
valuation on the house. Of course that would not 
affect existing houses. It would be only in the enso of 
new licenses. 


60.199. Yon would combino tho unsuitability ? — Yes, 
and then I do not take it away from him except with 
compensation. 

60.200. With an ultimaio reference to a Government 
arbitrator? — Yes, a Government arbitrator in the case 
of disagreement — in case they cannot settle tho price. 
It would be the thin end of the wedge as regards local 
option, of course. 

00,201. Supposing tho county council declined to 
net, what would you do then? — If they did not act 
within a certain period to be fixed, I would refer tho 
matter back then to the licensing authority with tho 


50,206. 15y what process would yon reduce the 


required for the population? — In the oase of cities and 
towns, or villages of 1,000 inhabitants, I would fix the 
number at 1 to every 20u of tho population. 

60.207. By what process would you reduce tlio 
number to one to 200? — It would have to be done by 
the gradual extinction of licenses as they dropped out. 

60.208. Supposing tho proportion is one to 100, and 


60,208. Supposing tho proportion is one to 100, and 
you wish to reduce it to one to 200, where would you 
begin, or how would you select a particular honse?— 
You must wait till it drops out of itself, unloss you 
adopt the system of baying it out as I suggested. 
I see no way of getting rid of public- bouses except by 
waiting for their extinction, unless yon adopt the 
principle of buying them out in some shape or form. 


60.209. Do you think buying out the public-houses 
and reducing the number to what yon may think the 
proper proportion, would lie popular in Kilkenny? 

— 1 am sure it would not meet tho views of the persons 
who hold houses, but I do not think the people would 
have the least objection to it. 

60.210. (Mr. WhitcaJcer.) Would it bo so popular if ThesMia 

they had to pay thomonay? — Tho sum would be so of corn- 
small that it would make hardly any difference. pcn*ni«. 

60.211. (Mr. Yowujit.) You propose to take the 
money out of the Consolidated Fund? — Only originally. 

60.212. If you took it from that fund the people would 
not feel it much. It would bo concealed from them that 
they were paying for that at all ? — Under the Labourers' 

Acts the sums are vepayublo in a certain number of 
years, ami a certain per-centago goes to establish a 
sinking fund. 


60,213. Yon would propose to put tho burden on the 
locality in question, would yon P — Certainly. 


00,214. (Chairman.) You would not make those 
houses that are left pay a higher sum for their contiuaed 
existence P — No, I would not. Nothing more than they 
would lie required to pay in tho ordinary course of 
taxation. 


e the license on them ? 


object of having the premises at least mado suitable 
for the business, nna I would give the licensing 


authority then the powor of making an order to put 
tho premises in suitable repair, because there are a 
number of houses which aro in a most wretched 
condition at the present moment. 

60.202. You are anticipating a little, are yon not, 
when you talk of the county council P — Yes, of course 
I am necessarily anticipating, but I take it . that tho 
report of your Commission will not bo out, at all events, 
till that matter is settled one way or the other. 

60.203. Then if the county counoil fails to act you 
would confer on the licensing authority the power to 


60,216. If it iB true that a license puts a large sura 
of money in the hands of a licensee, in the case of 
bis getting a new license you would not make the sum 
go to the public instead ol' to tho owner of the house. 
Supposing a house has not got a lioensc, if a liceuso is 
conferred upon it and that gave a sum of 2,0001., say, 
into the bauds of tho browor, or whoever it may bo 
who owns the house ; instead of allowing that 2,0001 to 
go to tho brewer, would yon make that 2,0001. go to tho 
public funds P — Yes, I think that would be a good way 


of doing it. If I understand you rightly, it means that 
tho person getting tho benefit of the extinction of a 
number of public-bonnes should pay a certain proportion 
of that sum towards their oxtiuction. 


60.217. Yes. Then comes what I am driving at, 
namely, tlio difficulty that if a man has paid 2,0001. 
for a license yon would havo great difficulty in extin- 
guishing that man P — Certainly, but I did not propose 
to extinguish that man. 

60.218. Supposing in tho course of time it might be 
desirable in the public interest to extinguish him he 
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lf u f would meet you with this objection : I have already 
" '-.iJiue. paid 2,0001. ; yon are not, going to extinguish me ?— I 

■\ do not think 1 proposed thnt. 

60,219. To bring about a gradual reduction you 
would be quite firm in tho way of not granting any 
lie w licenses : J — Certainly. I would grant no new 
licenses nutil such time os the number had been re- 
duced to the proper level, which would take a long 
time unquestionably. I only suggest that as an alter- 
native scheme. T should prefer the first one myself, 
j, • rm to 60,220. So that the reform must necessarily be 
’ gradual, gradual r— Yes. I think that is an advantage, and you 
5 do less harm to any vested interest that may exist. 

00,221. Are convictions frequently endorsed on the 
all licenses ?— No, tho oouviotions are endorsed very 
■J.'tdaml seldom indeed on the licenses, and I think it is a great 
blot iu the administration, because the endorsement, 
: s«- except in the ove.ut of future miscunduet, carries no 

•],ui penalty. Iu the event of future misconduct it does, 

and a very grave one. I should suggest that all second 
convietious or tho second anil any subsequent conviction 
within 12 mouths oE a previous conviction, should be 
endorsed on the license compulsorily and should not bo 
within the option of the magistrates no all, but they 
should necessarily endorse. 

60,222. Seeing that you have now got a court accord- 
ing to your proposal, in which you put entire confidence, 
namely, the county court judge and the resident 
magistrate, should yon object to recording on the 
license every oliencc of which n man is convicted, end 
then allowing the court constitniud as you propose to 
decido as to whether there is such an accumulation of 
offences as to warrant a forfeiture of tho license ? — 
That is repealing section 30 of the Act of 1872. I sec no 
objection to doing that under those circumstances. 

<10,223. You would not, uinko it compulsory on tho 
court to endorse a license iu tho present technical 
sense, and carrying will; it the present technical conse- 
quences of endorsement ? — If you constitute the court 
tho licensing authority such as I say, and give tbom 
tho power yon have mentioned, I soe no necessity for 
doing so. 

Miuimum <">",‘22 1 Would you raise tho minimum fines for 
paalik-s oll'i'iicos ? — Yes, under certain conditions. In the case 

ate of a person found on licensed premises within closing 
ri-tJ. hours I would innko the minimum fine 10s. I have 
reason to beliovo, from matters that bavo como to my 
knowledge, that in ninny cases it is the persons seeking 
the drink that, arc in fault vather than the publican. 
They want drink, ami they urge the publican, who is 
so mixed up with thim by local associations that lui 
cannot refuse, and ho opens his house and sells at a 
wrong hour. 1 should innko tho punalty on persons 
found on liccused promises within closing hours 10«., 
nnd also a minimum pr.mlty of 10s. on all persons who 
falsely represented themselves to be bond fide 
trnvo'lers. 

60,225. Would you increase the minimum penalty in 
the caso of a publican serving drink to a drunken 
person ?— Yes, I would make the minimum penalty 
thore 40s. with endorsement, and also in the case of any 
publican permitting drnnkeimess on his licensee 
premises. 

Etidenco 60,226. If a porson were found drunk on licensed 
uto per- premises would you give the presumpf ion against tho 
“•fog publican P — Yes, I would make tbnt prmvl/arie evidence 

J00ken - of the fact thnt the man had been supplied with the 
drink there that made him drunk. At the present 
moment, as tlie law stands, you have to prove the drink 
was got there. I should make it presumptive ovidence 
of the fact that drink was got there. 

:md>y 00,227. Do you think there is any change of opinion 
•'■dearly in Kilkenny about Snnday closing ? —No. I am quite 
^iriay clear that all are in favour of Sunday closing, and. also 
(4Jsl »g. to a large extent in favour of Saturday night closing. 

60,228. Earlier closing on Saturday night? — Yes ; 
9 o’clock on Saturday night. Nino is the hour T hear 
usually named, and it appears to me to be the hour 
whon all persons can have completed their purchases, 
and after that it is rather for drinking than anything 
else that tho public-houses remain open 
he 60,229. As to the bond fide traveller, wq have heard 

bed fidt about extending the ladius which constitutes him a 

teller, hend fide traveller P— There is a tremendous diversity 
of opinion with regard to that; but I think on the 
whole the opinion is iu favour of extending tho radios. 

V 98449. 


60.230. _ You do not think that the prevalence of jf r , //. jq 
opinion is in favour of exitiguishing him altogether, Comidinc. 

oud letting him be served when the other members of 

the public can be served if houses are opened on S6April’98 

Sunday? — The bouses are not open in the country 

districts on Sunday. 

60.231. You would put the bond fide traveller in a 
better position than that of the ordinary public ? — Yes. 

1 certainly would if he were a bond fide traveller, but 
I should be very particular in requiring him to show 
that ho was a bond fide traveller; I would suggest that 
you should make the radius five miles. 

60.232. It is a hypothetical question, but supposiug 
Sunday closing were not prevalent in the country, 
should you think it a hardship on tho omul fide 
traveller that he should bo admitted to the same 
privileges as ordinary men and no more, nud got his 
drink at tbe hour when the houses were opened?- -If 
ho were u bond fulc traveller I think I should. 

60.233. I will not press that, because you have 
Sunday closiug P — Yes. On tho question of" tho bond 
fide traveller, Mr. Kussell mentioned here that until 
recently the prevailing action of tho magistrates was 
to go on the basis that a man could only claim to 
become a bond fide traveller when ho had travelled 
three miles, and then only could he set up his claim. 

That is unquestionably so ; but the decisions are that 
if a man. has travelled three miles from where he 
slent the night before, by tho ordinary public route, 
and has not done it for the purpose of seeking drink, he 
is a bond fide traveller. 

GO, 234. How can you prove that a man has not beou 
in search of drink ? — That is tho question. That is the 
effect of all the recent decisions, and not only that, but 
that once ho has become a bond fide, traveller he does 
not lose his status, nnd ho can go from one house to tho 
other drinking tho whole afternoon ns long us ho 
remains ontsido the radius. 

60.235. Can he admit other people to the same status 
as himself ? — No, lio cannot. 

60.236. He cannot treat the people in tho village to 
which he comes? — No. 

00,237. (MV. Younger.) Is that quite settled in 
Ireland ? — Yes. It is settled so far as this, that I 
ha vo he:ird it loid down ropoatcdly by tho county 
court jndge in my own district. 

00,238. [Chairman.) Have thore been many offences Offences 
recently against the Snnday (Hosing Act in Kilkenny ? ag»iost 
— Nc, there has been a noticeable falling oft' within Sunday _ 
recent years in offences against the Sunday Closing closing in 
Act within the county anil city, of Kilkenny. I only Kilkenny 
mention now what has boon told to mo by persons— County 
the police and others — and they say they attribute it 11,111 Clt > - 
largely to she establishment of clnhs. There are no 
such tliinss as bogus clubs in Kilkenny, that is, Club:, 
established for purely drinking purposes ; but at the 
clubs people have facilities for obtaining drink they 
would not otherwise have, and they no longer trouble 
the publican on Sundays. 

00,239. To evade tho stringency of the Sunday 
Act they set np what are practically drinking clubs P — 

No. Ido not moan to convey that. They aid set up 
clubs, some of them in connexion with athletio move- 
ments and so on, and these clubs were then turned 
into ordinary clubs of an ordinary character, where 
they have their billiard tables aud their ordinary 
amusements, anil they have attached to them also 
drink or drinking bars. They were not established for 
the purpose of drinking clubs. 

60.240. But they were brought into being by the 
Snnday closing stringency ? — Well, that may be possibly 
sc, but I would not like to any with any certainty they 
wore. They wero started chiefly as athletic clubs and 
for other purposes, not with a view to drink, but drink 
became attached, aud I daresay, very possibly, that if it 
wei'o not for Snnday closiug the drink would never 
have been attached, but they would have remained a 
kind of reading-room. I should he sorry to say that 
with certainty. 

60.241. You say they are not bogus clubs. Is 
admission easy to them? — It is very easy, and the 
subscription is very small. I am told that subscription, 
at all events in one or twocnses.is three halfpence a 
week, and that persons are admitted with a great deal 
of roadinesa there as gnests, and, it has been stated to me, 
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on some occasions without; being guests at all ; but that 
is a thing I cannot say myself. 

60.242. Ton are getting very perilously near the 
bogus chib, arc you not ? — Yes, or rather an abuse of the 
dub. 

60.243. How would you remedy the abuse of these 
clubs ? — I cannot give you any proper remedy. 

60.244. Is there any age at which members ore 
ndmitied ? — I believe not. I should suggest that 
possibly one of the means would he to exclude all persons 
either as guests or members undor 21 years of age, and 
possibly some system of registration with a small 
capitation tax. 

60.245. (Data Dickinson) Are any of them proprietary 
clubs? — I think not. 

60.246. Purely members’ elubs ? — Altogether, so far 
as I know. 

60,247 [Chairman.) Do they supply liquor off tho 
premises to members? — No, I think not. I merely 
suggest that. 

60,248, Have tho police made a complaint of these 
clubs? — Yes, they have. I will not say they have 
complained to me, but they have told me of complaints 
made to them by wives and other persons of that 
character, about their husbands and brothers drinking 
there. They have told me of that, lint those complaints 
have not come to me personally. 

60,240. In Kilkenny itself, what would be the number 
of these clubs ? — I think there are seven. 

60.250. Oat of a population of 11,000 ? — Yes, I am 
not quite certain of the number, but I think seven. 

60.251. Are there any increasing in number? — I think 
not. 

60.252. ( Derm Dickinson.) Do yon count amongst 
those the existing clubs ? — There is the •Foresters Club 
and the Working Men's Clubs, and the Confederation 
Club, and the Young Men’s Commercial Club. I men- 
tion those names, bnt I am not quite certain even of 
tho names. 

60.253. There arc older clubs than that iii Kilkenny — 
respectable clubs ? — There is the County Club, I am not 
iuoludiug that. 

60.254. (Viscmml tie Vcsr.i.) With reference to tho 
bomljide traveller, I have handed you the report of a 
case where tho polioe prosecuted a man who had 
walked lor 3 miles and was found to ho drinking about 
tho village at tlio public-houses ? — Yes. 

60.255. Do you agreo with that case ? I thought 
your answer a fihort time ago disagreedwith that. The 
police obtained, a conviction in that cose? — Yes; the 
magistrates in this case appear to have takon into con- 
sideration tire fact that these persons went from house 
to houso drinking us being an element, in coming to 
the conclusion tbat they went there for the purpose of 
drinking and not roally for ordinary bond, fide purposes. 

<>0,256. 1 understood your answer to the Chairman 
a shoro time ago was to tho effect that yoor opinion 
was that they could not go on drinking about the 
village at various public-houses ? — I lmvo heard it laid 
down by the county court judge, and held by him on 
many occasions, that once a person became a bond fitln 
traveller he retained his status as bond fide traveller 
all day as long as he remained outside tho 3-milo 
radius. 

Go ,257. Then opinions vary on that subject. Would 
you be inclined to say the magistrates in that caso 
convicted wrongly ? — If they convicted merely because 
they went to two or three public-houses, I say unques- 
tionably it was wrong, according to the law as I have 
heard it laid down; but if they took it merely into 
consideration as an element in arriving at the conclu- 
sion whether the men merely camo there for the 
purpose of drinking and not for bond fide purposes, then 
I think they would be right. 

00,258. I think, according to that report, that was 
tho only point that was brought forward by the prosecu- 
tion. I think that the police agreed that these persons 
had walked these 3 mile.?, but in consequence of having 
drunk at another public-house besides this one they 
prosecuted aud obtained a conviction. That is tho 
case ? — Yes ; it, says hero it had been decided in several 
courts that only reasonable refreshment was allowed. 
That appears to me bad law according to the decisions. 

•60,259. You disagree with that?- — Yes; it depends 
what you call reasonable refreshment. If they went 


to tho extent of getting drunk they conld have been jr 
dealt with for drunkenness, but it docs not lie with the rtr >■- 
court to gay yon may have two glasses of beer or h) '"' il 
glasses of whisky. You have uo power to limit that 
according to the law. If a man once becomes a ioiui 
fide traveller, he can take 10 glasses of beer so long as 
he does not gob drunk. 

60.260. Ten glasses of beer at 10 different houses ? — 

Yes, according to the law as I have heard id laid down. 

60.261. (Dean Dickinson.) Then ho is only a traveller 
from house to honsu ? — That is what he becomes 
finally. 

60.262. (Viscoiml, de. Fesct.) Then I go to the licensing p . 
authority. You agree with ho coral other witnesses 

who have stated that they preferred having the county aatW 
court judge, and you have added the assistance of the 
resident magistrate ? — Yes. 

60.263. You do uot impute any conscious misconduct 
to the justices who arc canvassed ? — Certainly not. 

60.264. They think it only right aud proper that they 
should bo canvassed ? — No ; I am afraid I must have ex- 
pressed myself very badly. 1. do not impute to the 
magistrates any intentional misconduct on the bench 
when they are dealing with tho licensing questions, 
taking them as a body. I do nob mean to say but what 
there might bo a black sheep who might bo influenced 
by evil considerations, but taking the magistrates as a 
body I do not impute to them any intentional miscon- 
duct in either granting or refusing licenses, but I 
believe that in many cases they have not thought out 
the matter sufficiently to constitute them a proper 
tribunal, and I believe in many other cases they are 
swayed by kindly feelings towards persons they have 
known for many years. 

60.265. They are not sufficiently stiff-backed on these 
occasions P— It would come to that. 


60.266. A9 regards the county court judge, how many Tke«,- 

county court districts are there in the county of Kil- cour, 
kenny ?• — For dealing with licenses, two. judge: 

60.267. Two or three others do nob deni with licenses? 

— There are several others that do not deal with licenses. ‘ 

60.268. Docs the county court judge reside within the 
county ? — No. I-Ic is tho county court judge of Queen's 
County, Kilkenny, and Waterford, and resides in Dublin. 

60.269. Do you think from his personal knowledge 
of the agricultural districts of Kilkenny ho himself 
can know or have any idea or tho public necessities for 
obtaining drink of his own personal knowledge ?— No, I 
do not think ho would know much of that from personal 
knowledge. 

60.270. In fact he would not have tho Bamo means of 
forming an opinion as an ordinary magistrate lias ? — 
Certainly not. 

60.271. (Chairman.) Do yon think that would be an 
advantage or a disadvantage ?— I think ho would have 
evidence before him to enable him to form an opinion. 

A judge when ho tides a caso knows nothing about it 
when he starts. 


60,272. That would ho an advantage? — It would mnko 
him far more independent and impartial. 

. 60,27:1. (Dean Dickinson). It is to supply tho element 
of local knowledge that you propose bo, call in the 
resident magistrate bo assist tho county court judge?— 
Yes. 


60.274. As a sort of assessor to give infurmation~not 
to lay down the law, hut to give information os to 
facts ? — To sit with the county court judge, l'hocounty 
court judge’s ruling on tho law is almost invarin.ul) 
accepted. 

60.275. Have you had any prosecutions for bogm C.ots- 
clubs in Kilkenny ? — No, none. 

60.276. Is that from want of vigilance on the part of 
the police P — I think not. 

60.277. In Dublin, it was slated by Mr. Russell, that 
tho police had effectively put down these dubs as bogus 
clubs P— Yes, but I do not say that there are any bogus 
clnl is in Kilkenny. I say there are not. 

60.278. What is meant by a bogus club is a club that 
is open to persons who are not members, or "'l' 0 ' 
there is no test of membership or ballot P — They nav 
properly constituted clubs as regards membership. 

60.279. A committee of management p— I believe so. 

I cannot tell you of my own knowledge. 
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H. F. 60.280- Is there a ballot iu those clubs, or may a man 
•: Jut. pay a subscription of 1JiZ. a week, ancl lx: a member ipso 
' ___ lotto by payment of the lid? — 1 cannot ahsolntcly say. 

60.281. That is what is meant by a bogus club? — I 
believe that i> not ao. I believe these are regularly 
constituted clubs. 

60.282. Mr. Rus.-ell seemed to think there were no 
bogus clubs anywhere except in 'Dublin mid possibly 
Belfast, and they had been suppressed by the police ? — 

1 do not think they are bogus clulis. In my opinion 
they arc not. There may he odd cases in which people 
conic in and drunk improperly. 

60.283. That would not lie allowed in properly 
constituted members' dubs? — It would not if they were 
Tery pnrliculnv. I have heard of cases in properly 
constituted clubs. 

. , 60,284. As to occasional licenses, surely it would be 

iVtMon c0l ,venient for the county court judge to no roquirctl to 
• cnKi ' ife.'uo those? Whom would you propose to give the issuing 
of occasional licenses to ? — I do not think I should be 
disposed to disturb tho present arrangement, that is, 
that the magistrate.' of the district should do it: but if 
you like, you might givo it to tho resident magistrate 
only, but that would ermto a considerable amount of 
inconvenience, because the resident magistrate may live 
a considerable distance away from where these licenses 
are required, and possibly the resident magistrate might 
be sway on leave and the adjoining resident magistrate 
acting for him. 

60,285. Would not there be a difficulty in taking away 
the licensing authority from the magistrates and giving 
to tho ordinary magistiatc the power to grant occasional 
licenses ? — They have it at present. 

(50.286. Bnt would not there be some inconsistency in 
tbe supposed improvement in taking away the licensing 
authority from the magistrates altogether, and giving 
them exceptional authority os to occasional licenses? 
Would not that be anomalous ? — An occasional license 
is intended to meet a temporary necessity which 
temporarily arisos. 

60,287. You would not approve of a single magis- 
trate giving tho occasional license in his cwn dining- 
room or study ? — That is what ho does at the present 
moment., bnt I would liavo it given at petty sessions. 

00.288. Would not the inconvenience of waiting for 
potty sessions he ns grout as tho uc-ccssitv for applying 
to tho resident magistrate P— It would. You must havo 
inconvenience, I am afraid, iu all these cases, 
h, million 00,289. About exemption orders. Will you explain 

aia. wliat. is meant by thorn ?— -An exemption order is to 
permit the opening of premisos for the sale of drink at 
an hour that is uirlior than the proper hour. The 
proper hour is 7 o’clock. 

60.290. And lab-r? — Well, I liavo not known them 
given to continuu later. 

60.291. Only to open earlier P — Yes. 

60,25)2. Do yon approve of those exemption orders ? 
—No, I am entirely against them. I think I said so 
very distinctly to tho Chairman. 

60.293. Would you allow them to be ever granted 
under any- cireuiimtnuces by any authority ? — Yos, I 
would permit them to bo grunted by the county court 
judge if the necessity for it arose. I would not debar 
a person having it altogether. 

ftoportion 60,291. With regard to the proportion of public- 
d public- houses to population, is it quite fair to include tho 
to children in that population P Ought not the proportion 
; ?«]»• to ho really larger ? Supposing out of 100 you exclude 

t “ l 30 or 40 as being children, not frequenters of public- 

houses, that would leavo tho proportion 1 to every 60, 
or 60 or 70 P— It would. 

60,296. Practically, it is not quite a fair thing to 
tako tho number of public-houses in proportion to tho 
whole population, including infants, bnt the proportion 
to the adult public-house frequenting population? — 
"You would find it ruthor difficult to arrive at that. 

60.296. Out of tho 100 there would not be more than 
50 who would resort to n public-house under any cir- 
cumstances, and then the proportion would bo 1_ to 
every 50. If yon tako such a principle in estimating 
the existing necessity, it would not be I to 100 bnt 
1 to 50 or to 40 P — Quito so. 

60.297. That would make a considerable difference in 
he calculation ? — Yos. 


60.298. I see ouo place in Ireland where the propor- Sir. II. !■'. 

tion is 1 to every 1 1 P — That would he Gastlcisland that Couxidinc. 
I have mentioned. — — 

60.299. (Afr. TT.rffcer.) You expressed an opinion that 2 6April ’ 3 8 
the mere fact of closing the houses on Sunday did noc pandar — 
give rise to the establishment of clubs. Did I under- p] 0S111 £ 
stand you to express that opinion? — I said that tho a^cjui,*. 
present clubs did not, I thought, arise from that cause. 

60.300. Have you over known a club established 
where they did not sell drink or where drink was not 
consumed P — An ordinary club — never. 

60,801. You testified to tho great difficulty at tho 
present time there is officially to control this appetite ' 
to obtain drink or this desire to obtain drink during 
illegal hoars, speaking of the bond fide traveller? — 

Yes. 

60.302. If the licenses were still further restricted on- 
Sunday, would not that difficulty be increased ? — I am 
afraid! do not quite follow you. 

60.303. The houses urn now open in the exempted 
towns from 2 o’clock to 7P — Yes. 

60.304. At the present time you speak of the great 
difficulty of bringing under control the sale of excisable 
liquor daring the hours that the houses should be 
closed in respect of tho bond fide travellers ? — Yos. 

60.305. They give a good deal of trouble. You have The 

testified to that?— Yes. bond fide 

60.306. It bringB about a scandal in the neighbour- trnTe " Cr ‘ 
hoods where it takes place — the drunkenness of persons 

from the facility tho bond fide traveller bos for obtaining 
driuk ? — I do not know that I did say that. I have no 
recollection of having said it. 

60.307. Yon complained of the largo number of 

K rsons obtaining arink during prohibited hours ns 
ing bond fide travellers ? — I told you there was less 
drinking now on Sundays than there used to be, and 
less infractions of the law. I do not remember having 
made any complaint of the kind. 

60,308. Then you havo no fault to find with the 

? resent svstem of supplying bend fide travellers ? — Yes, 
have. I think as a fact that persons are supplied with, 
drink who aro not in my opinion bond fide travellers. 

Ido not think the more fact of a person walking for 
3 Tnilo8 proves that a person is a bond fide traveler, 
though it does under the present law so long as he 
dees not do so for tho purpose of drinking. 

60,309. Is thero any drink supplied on Sunday P — Yos, 

1 think tkore is. 

60,310. Is it excessive in your view ? — Yes, it is. I 
think persons obtain driuk oil Sundays who ought 

60,311. Exactly. Then that occasions considerable 
trouble to the officials ? — I suppose it does to a certain 
extent. 

e0,312. It has been stated here by officials, and I 
understood you to testify to tho same thing yourself? — 

I havo never experienced any trouble with regard to it. 

60,313. But tho officials do P — I suppose they do. I 
do not know what tho police may liavo to say about it. 

I have nothing to do with tho police. 

60,314. If the houses arc still further restricted and 
closed at 5 o'clock instead of 7 on Sundays, will not 
this difficulty bo increased iu controlling this trade? — I 
do not spent at all with reference to exempted towns. 

I have never had any service in them, and I do uot 
express any opinion whatever with regard to tho 
exempted towns. I am dealing hero with country 
districts and places like Kilkenny, which is not an 
exempted town. 

60,315. You have been dealing with the bond fi,lo 
traveller P — Yos. 

60,316. I ask yon if there is further restriction in 
Kilkenny whether it would not bo likely to increase tho 
difficulty of controlling this P — That is to throw greater 
work on the police. I suppose to a certain extent it 
would. 

60,317. If you tako awny the privilege of the magis- 
trate to grant an occasional license in his dining-room, 
as put by (.he Reverend Dean, does not that imply a 
doubt of his bond fide conduct ? — It might bo takeu in 
that way, hut I do not mean to put it in that way. 

What I. say is that really doing what is practically a 
judicial proceeding in his own dining-room is not tho 
proper thing. I should sooner see it done in a more 
formal way by an application to sessions. 

T 2 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 


Print 


ad image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 


14S 


ROYAL COMMISSION ON LIQUOR LICENSING LAWS : 


Mr. H.F. 60,318. Still it lias been done for ages, has not it? — A 
Considine. blot ia never a blot till it is hit. 

SOApri'l’98 60,319. That has always taken place throughout the 
“ leDgth and breadth of the lund ? — It has. 

60,320. And it occurs at the present time, does it 
not p— Certainly. 

Endorse- 60,321. You expressed the opinion that all offences 
meat of committed should bo endorsed on the license?— Not all 
oavic- offences. The opinion I expressed was that every 
tious. second or subsequent conviction for an o Hence within 
12 months of a previous conviction shonld be endorsed 
on the license. 

60.322. Is not that the law now ? — No, certainly not. 
It is entirely optional wick the magistrates to endorse 
offences, and I nave scon persons convicted of a dozen 
offences. 

60.323. You would make it compulsory on a second 
offence P — For a soeond or subsequent offence within 
12 months of a previous conviction. 

60.324. The house being sold and a new landlord 
coming in, would you have that endorsement removed 
on the license to the new landlord? — The landlord 
would l.'uy the house ns it stood. 

60.325. The endorsement to remain on that license as 
long as it exists P — Not at all. By the action of the law 
itself at the end of live years it disappears. An en- 
dorsement only operates for five years. 

60.326. You will gidmib that the more respectable tlio 
occupier of the honso the hotter it is for the public ? — 
Certainly. 

60.327. In your opinion would lhat act as u deterrent 
to men of capital and respectability purchasing a house 
with an endorsement on the license that cannot lie 
removed ? — Yes, I am sure it would. It would act as a 
deterrent to any one. 

60.328. Do you think that it is fair that a respectable 
well-ordered man shonld suffer for the misdeeds of 
somo predecessor in those premises? — Ho would nob 
buy, I tako it. Under those conditions if lie did he 
would buy for a small sum. 

60.329. Would you endorse it in order to make it 
legal to destroy the house?— No, certainly not; not for 
that purpose. I am afraid we are at cross purposes. I 
am willing to tell you whnt I can on tho subject. 
If a person is acting badly ill tho conduct of his house, 
and the license has been consequently endorsed, that 
mail. I think, is in somewhat tho same position as a 
person who has property and chooses to oncumber it. 
If ho sells Lis property subsequently, having encumbered 
it, he would not get the same amount for it as lie would 
get if it was not encumbered. In like manner with 
regard to the public-house license. If it is encumbered 
with endorsements it would not fetch the same snm in 
the market. 


Yes, and, if you will permit me, I will give an example i/ r u _ I 
that came under my own notice a; tho last licensure ?>»■•■* 
sessions. There was a man who liad a license in the 
suburbs of Kilkenny. 'The bouse was a wretched hovtl 
and though it was a full license, that is a license to sell 
beer, spirits, and everything lbr seven days, he only 
took out a license to sell boar for six. days, lu con- 
sequence of his having died and the house passing to 
the hands of another man, it became necessary for "the 
other man to obtain a now license. He could not get 
a mere extension, and so it came up for a new license. 

It was opposed ou the ground, in the first place, that 
it was unnecessary, and in tho second placo that the 
premises were unsuitable. It wns admitted, even by 
the applicant, that tho promises were absolutely and 
entirely unsuitable, and ho produced a plan of "a new 
house that he was about to build there, the date of the 
plan being that of the day before tho licensing sessions. 

It was suggested that it would lie quite time enough to 
license that honso when it existed, but the magistrates 
gave the liconso to • the mau for that non-existin'* 
house, oi' rather they gave it for a had honso which was 
to bo turned into n good house ; and though that took 
place last October, not one siuglo stone for the new 
honso lias yet been drawn. 


60,339. I do not wish to cuter into that? — I merely 
mention it as an illustration of the way in which the 
thing is done. 

60,3-10. You desire to take away from the magis- 
trates the licensing power ? — Yes, and this is a sample 
of it. 

60,341. Would it meet with general approval that 
the control of this great interest should he placed in 
the hands of ono man ? — I am sure the magistrates 
would bo very glad to get rid of it — the vast majority 
.of them. 


60.342. Has there been any expression of opinion by 
tho magistrates (<i that effect ?— There has been no 
general consultation on tho point, bat .1 have spoken to 
a great many of them, and they have said that to me. 

60.343. With regard to tho character of tho lioensecs 
ill your district. Arc they respectable men ? — The vast 
majority of tho publicans are, certainly. 

60.344. They are not permitted to hold a license 
unless they arc proved to be of fit character? — No. 

60.345. Yon said all crimes are referable to drink, 
and perhaps yon will explain that ? — Grimes of 
violonco. 

60.346. You (nullify if. l>y saying crimes of violonco 
only? — Yes, mid I said mi before. 

60.347. Than us to exemption orders. Do I under- Exempt; 
stand you to say they arc granted and hold good for so unite, 
long a time ?— Yes. 

60.348. And that that is tho cause of men drinking 
without food? — Yes, to some extant. 


60.330. But yon. arc treating the morals of the people 
as a commercial matter liy that suggestion ? — I uo not 
quito seo that ; if you will explain now I am doing so. 

60.331. I sit not the fact that getting rid of a had 
landlord is a groat benefit to the public? — Yes, I should 
think so, decidedly. You mean a bad publican ? 

60.332. Yes. Is it not to tho advantage and benefit 
of the public P— Yes. 

60.333. Is it not what all authorities desire P — 
Certainly. 

60.334. The mere fact of getting rid of him is suffi- 
cient. You do not want to saddlo the license to a 
respectable man with all kinds of endorsements P — If 
what you desire is that tho license shonld pass to a 
respectable man free of all these endorsements, if you 
establish that lie is a thoroughly respectable man, I see 
no objection to doing so. 

Tbo 60,335. Yon expressed an opinion that you yourself 

justices an wished to cast no reflection whatever on the conduct 
unsuitable the licensing magistrates generally P —Yes, that i3 
tribunal. that I do not wish to charge them with intentional 
misconduct. 

60,336. Do yon charge them with unintentional mis- 
conduct P — Yes. I charge them with granting licenses 
with far too great freedom and to persons wlio ought 
not to got them. 


60,319. That if there wns no jiermission to sell 
exciseable liquor at fairs and markets tho men would 
eat food instead of drinking beer ? — If tho public-houses 
were not open at au hour when uo or, her place is 
available. 

60,350. Your complaint is simply that it opens an 
hour too soon. Is that so? — You misunderstand mo. 
I am not talking of occasional licenses, but exemption 
orders, that is, power for tho publican to open his 
house at on earlier hour than 7 o’clock in tho morning. 
I object to that. 

00,351. It is common in Loudon at tho markets P— I 
do not dispute it. 

60.352. Yon say. then, that it causes a man to drink 
to the extent that lie cannot take any food ?— -No ; but I 
soy when a man starts drinking in the morning before 
he has eaten food it will have a far greater effect on 
him than if he had eaten food. 

60.353. Do not they sell food at those places ? — No. 

60.354. Nona whatever ? — 1 will not say none what- 
ever ; possibly they do. I havo never been in them 
myself. 

60.355. The customer is a free agent, and is not 
compelled to drink unless ho likes ? — No ; but food ns 
the exception and drink is the rule, that is in 
house. 


60.337. Does that mean incompetence P-Partly in- G0 ,356. You suggested there is more drunkenness on 

competence. I regard them as an unsuitable tribunal. Saturday night than on any other night. Does tnat 

60.338. Tn eoiiseqnciieo of that incompotonco yon imply that that is tho night of tho day that the men 
think that this duty should bo ro moved from them? — are paid their wages. Has that anything to do with it? 
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g p —I imagine it is llio combined half-holiday and having 


Tjih*. a,0KC ^ 

' . — • 69,357. That is the day they receive tboir wages P— 

Tes. 

60.353. There must be a cause for more drinking and 
drunkenness on Saturday. Is it due to the half- 
holidny and receiving their wages on that day ?— Yes. 


60,373. (Mr. CfrinUnn.) Yonr suggestion is a pro nor- y/,._ jj_ p, 
tiou of five licenses to 1,030 population, is it not r — Yes. Consiiinc. 

60,379. If you take that with reference to Kilkenny, ■ — ” 

in a place you know, of course, thoroughly, has it "*> April 98 
occurred to you the mrmber of licenses it would give 
for the whole of Kilkenny? — Yes, about 55. 

60,330. Thon. taking yonr t 


fixing 
licenses by 
suggestion, that only popula- 


60,359. (Dean Dickinson.) Or is it duo to the prospect 2iE£ h 1 tho h ? enseB ,. ,. e necessary, you would t.< 

of a rest ou Sunday ?-I do not think that enters into ^ d “ 0 . C , hp " , th .® " ura ' er , °.> ll '* n8 , es ln ?» 

their heads— perhaps it does. one-third, and it would bring it down to 38 P— I did 


not make that suggestion. I "told yon that, was sworn 
60,360. They are not required to get np early in the at the lust October licensing sessions by a rospectublo 
morning? — No ; I think it is facility and money that police officer, but I did not say it was my idea. 


, , 60,381. I was going to ask you, with your knowledge 

60,Stu. [Mr. 1 riitfcerO^ You said you ^ heard ^a respon- of Kilkenny, do you think 38 licensed premises would 

— ‘ * the trade? — I think it would 


sible officer pay that 30 por cent, of tho public-houses be sufficient to carry 
would lie sufficient? — Yes. be rather too much of a reduction. 


I should not fuvour 

I -2. He spoke to that from his experience and thttn 1 hav0 Kaid - ttljout ' half of tlie ^^sting licenses. 

;e r— Yes, of course. I can give you his name 1 d,d not ™ ean to convev thnfc W,,B mv ,df,fi - 


kuowlodge ?• 
if yon like. 

60,363. (Mr. Younger.) If you regard the justices 
who arc, 1 suppose, appointed by tlio Lord Chancellor, 
as an unsuitable authority, I suppose you would con- 
sider that any authority popularly appointed would bo 
a still more unsuitable authority for licensing P — Yes, 
I should for granting licenses. 

60,36-t. The case yon spoke of a minute or two ago, 
was it not ou all fours with what wo have in England — 
what >s callod a provisional lieonse, or licensing a house 
that does not exist, ou plan? — I do not know anything 
about that. 


my idea. 

60.382. A reduction of that kind would necessarily 
lead to two things. First it would put the trade in the 
hands of a monojioly ? — It is practically so now. 

60.383. It would make it still more so ?— - It would. 


60,381. Like all monopolies there is a certain dis- 
advantage to the public in connection with it. Do yon 
think tho public get us well served with the article, 
beiauso you have said you attach importance to the 
quality ? — I think they wonld be served better than they 
are now. 


60.365. You used very strong expressions about it, 
and it occurred to me you perhaps did not know that 
that is a provision of English law ? — I did not. 

60.366. Therefore, perhaps, yon might modify those 

expressions if yon know it was go. Do not you think it you iiavo added" the’ duty and tho prioe of the article, 
a desirable thui" that the justices should have the j low f ar :ui_ — n _» *.u_» — : — u ~e *i.„ 


60.385. When you have done away with competition ? 

— The competition is excessive, and I think it is that 
that leads to a great many of the existing evils. 

60.386. What was tho price of that whisky you spoke price of 

of P — 12*. lid. whisky. 

,387. Have you gone into n calculation at all, when 


right and power to license from plniiB? — To notify t< 
person that if the house in erected under certain c< 
ditioiLs tho liconae would in due course be granted. 


s possible to sell at that price ? — One of the 


i might bo?— 


i the law P— 


Commissioners put me in mind of another whisky, 
which I called patent whisky, which can be sold at a 
much cheaper rate/ I know nothing about that. 
Pot-still wbisky is the great Irish whisky, and I was 
calculating on that basis. 

60,388. You attribute a large amountof intemperance 
to an inferior article, but the price would hardly support 
thatP — The prioe of it might not, but no doubt tho 
general belief amongst all classes is that the whisky 
sold is inferior. 


60,389. I understand you that a large number of new Excessive 
licenses have been granted last year in Kilkenny? — number 
There have been a good many new licenses granted. of new 

licenses. 


60.367. Or wonld not, as the ens 
Quite so. 

60.368. It is a very wise provision 
think so. 

GO, 369. It may prevent the erection of a house which 
the justices do nob want to license. When it is erected 
without this particular condition, the man comes with 
an ud misericord iwn appeal, and gets a license that they 
do not wish to grant? — That is tho case frequently 
with us. 

60,376. Yon wonld agree it would bo a wise thing to 
engraft that provision on to tho Irish law ?— I think it 
wonld be a good thing. This was not a caso of pro- 
visional licensing, but granting a license to what is 
really nothing more than a wretched hovel, and ad- 
mittedly so by tlic applicont. ou tho faith of a house 
that was to lie built in tho future, and which has not 
yet been commenced. 

66.371. It is bordering on the same principle of law P 
— Yes, it is something like it. 

60.372. Ono word about endorsements. After tho 

first cntlorBomc.il t you wonld make every otfenca an 

cndorsable offence ?— Within 12 months of a previous thTovU that at praent prevlils"' 
offence. 

60.373. Yon would have no regard to tho triviality 
of the offence, would you P — I do not know. I tliiuk 
they may now. 

60.374. Take the case in which a publican might, be 
quite properly convicted for the default of hie servant 
who had acted contrary to his orders. Do you think 
that should be ondorsod if tho magistrates thought it 
was a very trivial caso ? — No, I should not care to boo 
an offenco of that kind endorsed. 

60.375. You would qualify that? — Yes; but it is 
difficult to draw the line. 


60.390. As n matter of fact according to our return i: 

10 years there lias been an average of less chan two 
licenses granted in the city of Kilkenny each year, in a 
population of 11,000 ? — I am very much afraid the popu- • 
lation also is diminishing. 1 wish it were not so. 

60.391. Nineteen licenses in 10 years does not imply 
tho grant of a number of new licenses P — No ; bnt I 
think it is 19 too many. 

60.392. It is not a question of the number, but you do 
not want to see new licenses granted at all P — I should 
have no objection to new licenses when you once 
obtained a proper level, but I believe the excessive 
number of existing licenses is responsible for much of 


J3. (Mr. Young.) Did I understand you to say 
that tho granting of new liceusos was in the hands of 
the county oourb judge nlono ? — No; it is in the hands 
of the magistrates at quarter sessions. 

60.394. And the county court judge ? — With tbo 
county court judge as chairman. 

60.395. That is not so in many other oouuties in 
Ireland. It is simply the county court judge ? — I think 
in no country dietiict. 

69.396. In tho county of Antrim it is simply the 
comity court judge, and in the borough it is tho 
Rooordor. In the city of Kilkenny in whoso hands doos 

60,376 It Is reasonable it should bo drawn? — As far tbo granting of licenses lio? — In the bauds oE tho 
as possible I should like to see it done. I should like magistrates with the county court judge as chairman, 
to see trivial offences exclnded if it could be done. 69,397. You simply want to abolish the power of the 

60,377. Your position about conipansation is that local magistrates ?— Yes. I would leave it entirely in 
from, wha Lever fond it is drawn it ought to be reason- the bauds of the county court 3 udge, and if you like, I 
able compensation to any man who loses his license, do not by any means press it. to put in the resident 
from no fault of h : e own in the public interest ?— magistrate as a person with local lcuowlodge, I think 

it would bo an advantage. 

T 3 


Certainly. 
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Mr. H. F. 60,398. {Mr. Whittaker.) The connty court; judge docs 
Considinc. nob grant the now licenses in Ireland? — Mr. Young 
— — says so. 

3 6Apnl ’9 8 <50,399. Not the new licenses ? — I do nob know 

of it. 

60, -100. {Mr. Young.) In the case of new licenses, the 
local magistrates sit with the county court judge, but 
that is not so in nmny of tho other counties in Ireland. 
In order that there should not be too much power placed 
in the hands of one man. would you agree with me that 
there should be a selcotion made in each connty of a 
limited number of local magistrates with the county 
court judge, for the purpose of granting licenses?— 
How wonld you make the selection ? 

60.401. That is a selection that should be made by 
the magistrates nominating a certain number, say 
eight or four, or whatever number should bo deter- 
mined upon, and on them the responsibility should be, 
with the county court judge, of granting the licenses. 
And that selection should lie annual ? — I think I would 
prefer to leave it ns I suggested. I think you would 
find a groat deal of difficulty in getting suitable inon 

Licensing then, not but wli at there are plenty of snitable men, 
committee imj, £ think they would shirk it to a large extent, 
of justices. They would find it a very disagreeable and invidious 
task placed on them, and I think they would prefer not 
to do it. 

60.402. ( Ftecouiil do Fact.) Why should they End it 
more invidious than the English licensing authority ? — 

I think they would in this way. In England yon have 
got a vast population — a large teeming population ; 
and really the concerns of one man are not known to 
another, as in Ireland. Our population there is very 
limited, nud every person knows about everybody 
else. 

60.403. (Mr. Young.) Would you allow me to read 
this to you : — “ In the connty of the city of Dublin, and 

II the cities of Cork, Belfast, and Londonderry, and in 
“ tho town of Galway, the authority for granting 
“ public-house certificates is the Becorder sitting at 
“ quarter sessions " ? — Yes. 

60.404. You say it would lie bard to get six or seven 
local men to sit with tho couuty court judge so 
reputable as to take the responsibility of granting 
licenses P — I do not think you would get the really 
good men to do it. That is wliafc I think. If yon could 
succeed in gottiug a tribunal of that kiud, by all means 
do it. All I ask is a porl'oetly independent tribunal. 

60,105. Do you mean out of the enormous quantity of 
magistrates created in a county you could not get six 
or seven first-class men that would sit to do that?— 
Certainly, of course you could if the first-class men 
• would act, and o great many more than six or seven. 

Valua- 69,106. With reference to valuations in Ireland, 
tionof may I take it that the valuation of houses is lower in 
premises. Ireland in regard to size and areomnsoir.tion than what 
a similar valuation would represent in England P — I 
could not toll you that. 1 do not know. 

60.407. It appears to many here that the very low 
valuation in Ireland is an indication of the poorness of 
tho house. The low valuation does not always indicate 
that the house is had P— Well, I think in the majority 
of coses a l>l. valuation moans a very indifferent 
house. 

60.408. Is tho rental in Ireland about twico or threo 
times tho valnation ? — That I cannot tell you either. I 
do not know. 


60.409. Yon may take it from me that the rental of u r a - 

the house is somewhere about double or more ? That, Cm • ‘ 

may be. I know nothing about liouso rents. 

60.410. I prosumo you do not know much about dis- 
tillation ? — Nothing. 

60.411. You have said that the whisky sold at 12*. 6 d. pn» t 

is an indication of the poorness of the article?— ,wv°‘ 
Cortaiuly, if it bo pot-still whisky. •' 

60.412. What I was going to ask you is this. Are 
you sure that the distillers in Ireland sell whiskies at 
12*. tid. to tho traders P — No. I am not talking about 
distillers at all. I say that the whisky agent in Kil- 
kenny ndvortised whisky at 12*. 6d. a gnllon. What 
price he gets it from tho distiller at I cannot tell 
you. 

60.413. You moan his retail price ? — You can hardly 
call it retail. I do not suppose ho would sell it retail 
at that. He would sell a gallon at that. 

60.414. What, is tho strength, do you know ?— It 
caunot lie according to law more than 25 per ccut. 
nndor proof. If it is, it is an adulterated article. 

66.415. Tho Tact is he would have a good profit if 
you look into it? — I havo worked it out, and I cau 
give you the figures. Taking the price at 12s. fid. and 
the duty at 10*. 6d. a gallon, ho cau reduce it, as I havo 
snid, by 25 ner cent., and that would bring down the 
duty to 8*. 9d. per gallon. That will leave him 3s. 9d. 
to supply tho whisky, pay the exponses, and leave him 
a profit. 

60.416. It is a very largo por-centage— 3*. 9d. profit? 

— I did not say it was 3*. 9a. profit. He has to pay for 
tho whisky yet. 

60.417. That would lenvo 3s. 9d. for what is called 
short price ? — I am not up iu the terms. It loaves 
38. 9d. to pay wbftt I have snid. 

(30,418. That is the price cf tho whisky itself without 
tho duty? — It wonhl leave him 3a. 8d. t.o pay for the 
whisky, tn 5107 expenses, and leave him a profit. 

60.419. If you aro not able to say what strength this 
is sold at, it Is not an indication that tho article is bad ? 

— I must assume it is not sold nndor the lawful strength, 
and that is 25 under proof. You think I am wrong iu 
assuming that, l.’ossibly I am. 

60.420. You may Boll it at any strength if it is 
labelled. You forgot that, probably. You may put a 
ticket on a bottle and soil it at 60 por oont. under? — 
Where ho labels it as I, ho iirticlu hu is selling. 

60.421. You do not know huh that that is the case ? — 

I have never bought tho 12*. (id. whisky, so I cannot 
toll you. but I Imvo every reason to believe it is not 
done. 

60.422. In Ireland, ns a rule, really bad whisky is 
not sold. The fact is the Dublin whiskies are generally 
sold throughout nil Ireland, and no better whisky is 
madcP — You are perfectly right. No better whisky is 
made than that whisky, I believe, though I am not a 
whisky man myself. 

60.423. I have bud oons iderable experience of Ireland, 
and I differ from you altogether whon you say that 
bad whisky is sold even in county Kilkenny ?— It 
depends on exactly what you take me to convey. If 
you take mo as convoying tlnvt the whisky sold 
throughout Ireland as Irish whisky is bad whisky 
I do not say so ; but 1 say tho whisky sold iu inferior 
public-houses, call it what you will, is had whisky. 


The witness withdrew. 


Adjourned to to-morrow at 10.30. 
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ONE HUNDRED AND FIRST DAY. 


Queen’s Robing Room, House of Lords, Wednesday, April 27th, 1898. 


Present : 


Tire Right Honourable the VISCOUNT PEEL in the Ohaib. 


The Right Hon. tho Viscount be Vesci. 

Sir Ojiarlhs Cameron. Bart.. H.P. 

The Very Reverend H. If. Dick.in.son, Dean. 
Henry Grinling, Esq. 

Samuel Hysloi', Esq. 

Andrew Johnston, Esq. 


John Herbert Roberts, Esq., M.P. 
Charles Walker, Esq. 

Thomas Palmer W iiittaker, Esq., M.P. 
Samubl You.no. Esq., M.P. 

Cboroe Younger, Esq. 


The Rovcrcml T. F. Fuui.ono called in and examined. 


5 v p 60,424. (Chairman.) Yen are, I think, a native of the 
Fviong' city of Waterford ." — Yes. 

■y— 60,425. Your ministrations lie in what paid: of 

fruition of Ireland ? — In tho city of Waterford itself, including 
the cathedral parish. That has been so for the last 
eight years. 

60.426. You were, I think, resident for some time in 
Dundee ? — Yea, my first mission was in Dnndee for six 

60.427. Where there is a very large Irish population? 
— We calculated that tho Irish population there was 
25,000. I was an assistant to a rector there. 

60.428. Turning to Ireland, yon held the curacy of 
Passage? — Yes. After being recalled home into tho 
diocese of Waterford, I wns placed for three years in 
the curacy of Passage East. It is a village on tho 
harbour, about six miles from Waterford. 

60,42!). Therefore your experience may be said to 
have been gained both in Scotland and iu Ireland ? — 
Both in Scotland and in Waterford. 

Soiiday 60,490. Has tho bishop of your diocese over expressed 
ad early any opinion on the question which we are now consider- 
dosing in ing P— Yes. Tho bishop of the diocese of Waterford, 
'•■'Xetford. Dr. Sheehan, has been for a long time mixed np with the 
temperance movement, in Ireland. He is well known 
ns a strong advocate of tho closing of pubiic-houseson 
Sundays — if not of closiug altogether on Sundays, at 
least of a considerable reduction in the hours iu which 
public-honscs are allowed by law to be open in the 
exempted cities. He is also most anxious that public- 
houses iu tlio cities and towns throughout Ireland 
should bo clo«ed at a much earlier hour on Saturday 
nights. 


Shot of 


Saday 

Mpt in 

Dundee. 


60.431. Would those opinions be shared by the clergy 
generally ia their individual capacity? — Yes. Those 
views are held by nil our clergy as far as I am aware. 
I have spoken to many of them on the subject, and the 
views I have stated as being the views of the bishop 
are tho views generally of the clergy. I may mention 
that I have spoken to a number of clergymen not of 
our own ohnrch, and they are equally anxious with us 
that Sunday closing should be carried, and that the 
movement in favour of tho earlier closing of public- 
houses on Saturday nights should be also carried. 

60.432, Yonr experience in Dundee enables you. to 
speak of the effect of Sunday closing in that city P— It 
docs. 

00,43:5. What is your opinion of it P — I have always 
considered that the closing of public-houses in Dundee 
had a most healthy offset morally and socially upon the 
people. I could not help contrasting the condition of 
things in general in Dundee, and the state of tho streets 
with the condition of things, and tho state of the streets 
iuoiirtowns iu Iroland where public-houses are open on 
Sundays. 

60,434. The streets of Dundee being very orderly ? — 
Very orderly, particularly on Sunday evenings. It 
was my custom after onr eventing service to walk 
through a considerable part of the town, and I have 


§ leas ora in b toting that T never witnessed the smallest Rev. T. F. 

i Border in passing through the streets, and I have inct Furlong. 
very large crowds corning, I should think, from different — 
places of worship, or people taking recreation. There S7April’98 
wns never any disorder or disturbance of any kind. ' 

60,435. Dundee, speaking from recollectiou, is rather 
favourably situated for outdoor occupations ; there are 
plenty of parks and recreatiou grounds, ore there not ? 

— Yes, there are two or three parks. Then there is a 
promenade by the river. 

60,436. The population would be rather of a rough 
kind, wonld they not ? — Yos ; the population is 
130,000. 

60,437. Rough factory hands employed in the jute 
manufacture P — Yes, the staple trade of Dundee is the 
jute trade. 

60,438. Turning to Waterford, what do yon say as to Pnblie- 
the number of licensed houses in Waterford? — 1 have houses in 
got returns from the police in relation to the number Waterford, 
of bouses and I shall bo able to give them to you. 

There are 137 publio-bousos, pare and simple, where 
nothing but drink is sold. 

60,439. You mean fully licensed public-houses ?— 

Fully licensed. Tho grooor license bouses are 91. 

60,440. (Mr. Younger.) Are these spirit grocers ? — Yes. 

60.441. (If r. Grinling.) Is this' for the county of 
Waterford or for the city of Waterford ? — The city of 
Waterford. 

00,442. (Jfr. Young.) I think those 91 are fully 
licensed houses ? — I am giving you tho returns which I 
got from the police. The number of wholesale and 
retail boor dealers is nine. That makes the total 
number of licensed houses in Waterford 237. 

60.443. (Ohaii-man.) Iu this return which has been 
laid before us Waterford oity is bracketed with Water- 
ford police court? — Yes. 

60,444. Do you wish to speak of the Waterford Police 
Court District as woll. or are you speaking only of the 
city proper ? — I asked the head constable for the 
nnmbor of public-honses in the city of Waterford, and 
this is the return which ho gave mo. 

60,445. According to this return, the public-honses 
in Waterford city and Waterford police court district 
is 221, and the spirit grocers are 2; beer retailers’ 
licenses, 8 ; wholesale beer dealers, 1 ; total of off- 
licenses, 11. Would you agree with those figures P — 

I can only give you the figures I have got. 

60,446. At what number do yon put the grocers’ 
licenses ?— Whore groceries, &o. are sold, 91; the 
number of wholesale und retail beer dealers is 9. 

60,447. Are you speaking now of public-houses which 
do a trade in grocery, or the shop proper which does a 
trade in liquor^? — 1 am speaking of houses that are 
publicly known as grocery establishments, and have a 
license to sell intoxicating drinks for consumption on 
the premises. 

60,448. (.Jfr. Grinling.) They are not spirit grocers 
then ?— I think they urc both the one and the other. 

T 4 
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They soil spirits and porter and beer for consumption 
on nnd otf the premises. 

60.449. (Chairman.) Ton ore aware that a spirit 
grocer is not permitted to sell for consumption on ?— I 
understand so. 

60.450. And therefore there is some little discrepancy 
in yonr statement which it is ns well to clear up. You 
nre spooking of public-houses which do n trade in 
Rrocory, nnd which are otherwise fully licensed ns 
public -houses, who, of course, have the right to sell on 
the premises ? — Yes, lint 1. think the gentlemen running 
these bouses would not lie obliged to yon for calling 
them publicans. 

60,-151. We will not dispute auy further aliout the 
actual number of licenses. Do yon consider that there 
nro enough, or too mnnyP — Thoro are enough. Half 
the number would be quite enough for tho size of 
Waterford I should think. 

60, 452. Do you think yon distinctly trace evils to the 
excessive number of public-houses ?•— Yes, because tho 
temptations to indulge in intoxicating drink are 
multiplied considerably, and particularly where you 
have three or four public-houses close to each other. 

60,45:1. Therefore do you come to the conclusion that 
you ought to proportion the u umber of houses to the 
population F — I think it would be a very good thing to 
do. I took the number of houses in a few of the streets 
in "Waterford where there were the largest number of 
public-houses, and perhaps I might give you those 
numbers. From the corner of the street near Baron 
Strand Street to a place in the city called Johns Bridge 
there are 83 houses altogether. In that place there are 
17 publio-houses on that side of the street. On the 
opposite side of the street there are 87 houses, and of 
these 18 arc public-houses. I may mention in relation 
to that streot to which f have referred, that it does not 
tako five minutes to walk from the corner of Baron 
Strand Street to tho other point. 

30.454. "What would be the length of it? — It docs not 
take perhaps thvoc minutes. 1 should say about 400 
yards. 

60.455. Do I understand you to say that there arc 
about 170 houses in that street and 35 of them are 
p ublic-hoi ises ? —Yes . 

60.456. (Mr. Yon.ni/or.) Is it perhaps the case that 
tho trade is more or less concentrated in that street 
for tho surrounding district ? — I should say that the 
reason of tho nninbor of public-houses there is, that a 
number of stroots run off tho street; it runs through 
tho heart of the city. Unfortunately that docs not 
prevent tho sido streets from being more than 
sufficiently supplied with public-houses. 

60.457. (Chairman ) Have yon observed that there is 
a greater congestion of public-houses in the poorer 
parts of "Waterford P — There is a congestion tliero 
decidedly. It may be accounted for in this way 
perhaps, that a great crowd of persons going to their 
meals pass through tho street every day. 

60.458. Waterford is one of the exempted cities, is it 
not? — It is. 

60.459. Have you noticed auy disorderly scenes on 
Sunday ?— Frequently. 

00,460. How do yon account for that? — -"Men go into 
these public-houses immediately after dinner and 
remain there until they lire evicted, drinking daring 
the time. Almost every 8unday I have unfortunately 
■witnessed scenes of drunkenness, very often accompanied 
wi th disorder. 

60,481. Do I understand yon to say that though the 
public-houses arc legally closed, they are practically 
open on the Sunday P — They are open from 2 to 7 in 
Waterford. 

60,462. You do not mean to say that they arc open for 
' other hours than those which they are legally cntitloil 
to be open? — No, but, I have seen people entering a 
public-house early oil Sunday morning for the purpose 
of getting drink. 

G0.483. Do yon believe that any people go into these 
houses outside the exempted hours for ihe purpose of 
getting groceries nnd remain to drink ?— I do not think 
they go into the grocery establishment on Sundays. 
They go to tho public-house, pure and sim ple ; the house 
in which nothing else hut intoxicating drink is sold. 

60,404. It would bo very difficult to ascertain the 
motive of a person who went into a house where 


groceries as well as intoxicants were sold. You mi°ht Jt ■ t - 
have a shrewd suspicion that they went in for the r 
intoxicants ? — It would ho very difficult of course 
unless you were nn actual eyo-witecss to their con- 
sumiug drink. 


60.465. Do you think the way of detecting anviire- 
giilavilii s Hint may exist in Waterford, and ihe super- 
vision of these houses, should lie entrusted ta the 
ordinary police ?--,Yo. because the people nre always s •• 
on the look-out for the police, nnd I think it would I 

be much more effective to have detectives speciallr Wt' 
marked oil for the work. • I 

60,-166. Do not. yon think tho detectives would be 
very noon marked off liy the imputation P— They would 
lie, but you might change them very frequently. 

60,467. They would ho in plain clothes? — Yes. 


<*0,463. (Mr. U'hUktlcar.) Moving them from one town 
to another, do you mean P— I would advise it, because 
the detective very soon becomes as well known as tho 
police, nnloss you havu a change going on frequently. 


60,409. ((Jliaipnnn.) What is the population of 
Waterford? — Since tho extension of the franchise it is 
27,000. 


60.470. Do not you think the detectives would be 
very soon themselves detected in a population of that 
sizo ? — I say so, and that is why I would advise the 
ebango of detectives. 

60.471. Looking at i l from an administrative point of 
view, that wonld ho a rather costly proceeding, would 
not it; you would have to move them from town to 
town ?— That is done very frequently with the police. 
Tho police nro very constantly changed, and the cost is 
not complained of. 

60.472. Whufc number of detectives do you think 
would be sufficient to supervise the houses in Water- 
ford P — I think half a dozen smart detectives would do 
the work very well. 


60,473. They should not only look after tbo houses Infniu 
aud tho druiikon people who might issue from the quality, 
houses, but should they have tho supervision over the liquor- 
quality of the drink sold? — Yes, to my mind that is 
one of the groat evils in tho poorer class public-houses 
in Waterford, and in tho towns and cities of Ireiaud 
generally. 


60,474. The inferiority of tho whisky? — Tho in- 
feriority of tho spirits sold. I liavo frequently heard 
men who are addicted to inteinpuranco when they came 
to mo to tuko tho plndgu or to give up their drunken 
habits, complain of the vita stuff, often describing it as 
poison, tl nit was sold to them in sumo of these poor 
public-houses. 


60,475. Would you go so far as to say that tlio 
whisky was adulterated, or would yon say ii was only 
tho inferior qunlity of tho whisky? — 1 could not say 
that it was adulterated. I wonld say that it was 
probably young whisky, and an unfortunate blend of 
Scotch and Irish whisky, which does not improve 
either one or the other, I believe. 


60.476. You would be better without the union of tho 
two P — I think so, so they say. I understand that a 
considerable amount of young whisky is taken out of 
t ho bond stores in Waterford. 

60.477. Is lieer mul porter largely consumed in 
Waterford? — Buur is. There are two breweries there. 
One brewery is a very large brewery, and certainly 
there is a considerable amount of beer drank. 

60.478. Wc wore told by a previous witness that tho 
complaint was made of tho inferiority of the whisky by 
a man who had drunk already two pints, I think it 
was, of porter, aud thou added a glass of whisky, and it 
was difficult to detect which bail tho worst effect upon 
him? — I think porter Booms to lie n drink that is not 
oomplainoil of amongst tho working class in Waterford, 
and I think there is not much reusou to complain of it 
us far ns I can learn. 

60.479. Is there any evil arising in Waterford from 
tho children drinking in tho public-houses ?— Not from • 
children drinking in tho public-bowses, but, I think £ 
that tho sending of children to public-houses for drink 
for their parents at homo is a very great evil and oue to 
which I have referred a number of times when speak- 
ing on the question in on r cl lurches. Children are seat 
to public-houses and bring bouio beer aud porter in 
open vessels. T havo seen them myself constantly the 
moment they leave the public-house tasting tho beer, 
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task 


_ p and I consider it very often is the first lesson in intem- 
f ' P erance that these poor children get. 

. 60, -180. Do you think the remedy would be that they 

should only got them in enclosed vessels, or that they 
should not be sent there at all P — I much prefer that 
they should not be sent there at all. 

60,431. Would that he much inconvenience to the 
parents P — It might have this unfortunate effect, of 
sending the wife to the public-house, and that might he 
oven the greater evil, unless she were a woman of very 
approved temperance habits. 

60.482. Then what are we to do? — I think the evil 
could be considerably mitigated by some enactment 
prohibiting tho sale to children of intoxicating drinks 
In open vessels. If it wore legal to purchase drink only 
in closed vessels, one source of temptation to intemper- 
ance would be considerably removed. 

60.483. (Bean. Dickinson.) Not if the cork was easily 
token out? — Yes, but then the child would have to 
provide himself or herself with a screw. 

60.484. (Chairman.) You would not prohibit alto- 
gether the sale off tho premises in open vessels P — 
Personally I would, but then I sea the amount of 
inconvenience that might be canscd. 

60.485. Therefore you would draw tho distinction 
between children being served, and the ordinary public 
being served ? — Yes. 

60.486. You would raise the limit of age up to which 
children are entitled to be messengers ? — I would. 
There is not the same danger I think for a child 12 or 
14 years of age as there is for a child of 7 or 8, because 
the child of 12 or 14 has heard in school and in tho 
church instructions npon intemperance, while tho child 
of 7 or 8 has heard nothing as a rale, being too young. 

60.487. 1 am reminded that there is no limit in 
Ireland below which a child may not be sent as a 
messonger ? — I do not think so. 

60,483. You would advocate a limit P— Yes, an ago 
limit. 


attended, and a considerable amount of drinking is Res.T.Jf. 
carried on. ’ Furlong. 


tail of 


60.502. Since when have these clnbs assumed rather 27April'98 
formidable proportions. Are they increasing of late ___ 
years? — Yes. The number has increased. 

60.503. There are only five I think you said? — Five Clubs, 
with bars attached. There are some other clubs to 
which bars are not uttochcil. 


60.504. What would be the number of members in 
each club, roughly speaking ; 200 ? — Up to 200 in some ; 
nearly 200. 

60.505. Mostly young men? — Mostly young men. 
Young men principally from the shops ; drapers’ 
assistants, and so on. 


60,506. Are they large premises P — Yes, they arc 
fairly good premises. Objection could not be raisod 
against them on that score, I think. 


00,508. What do you propose in order to remedy the 
state of evil which you say exists in these clubs ?— It is 
a very difficult question to tackle, because men will 
have their clubs, and you will hardly have a club unless 
there is a bar attaclicd to it. It is hard to know 
what to suggest in relation to these clubs. 

60.509. Why should there be a bhr attached to every 
clubP — Because the expenses in running a club are 
pretty high, and it appears that it wonld be practically 
impossible to keep the club open if money was not 
made at the bar to support the club. 

60.510. Why should not the members be served as in 
an ordinary club without having an ostensible technical 
public-house bar ? — I do not know. 

5,511. (Dean Dickinson.) Is that bar open to the 


s and treat them there. 


60.489. Aud also a limit at which a child should be 
served in tho pnblic-houses for his own consumption? — 
Yes. 

60.490. Are there many clubs in Waterford P— ' There 
are five clubs with bars attached to them for the distri- 
bution of excisable drinks. 


60,512. (Mr. Younger.) Do you happen to know 
whether these are members’ clubs or proprietary clnbs ? 
— They are members' clubs. 


liquor off the promises ii 


60.514. (Dean Dickinson.) When a member introdnees Visitors to 
te of tho public, does he pay or does the member pay? clubs. 
-The member pays. 

60.515. Or appears to pay ? — I do not think there is 

„„ __ . , , „ „n abuse in that way. 1 hardly think an Irishman 

60,402. Have you any idea what are the terms of would bring a friend into his club and ask him to pay 

membership of those clubs P— They pay an annual f or j^g drink 

subscription. 60,516. (Chairman.) Is there any provision mado in 


60,401. With bars the same as in a public-house? — 
Yes, practically the same. 


10, ‘103. A very Bmall one P — Barely under a 
guinea, I think. For a working man that would 
Be largo enough. A couple of guineas in some of 
the clubs. 

60.494. Wonld there be any limitation of ageP — There 
is, I think. In some of the clubs no member is 
admitted who is not over, I think, 18. 

60.495. Do these clubs keep open on a Sunday P — 


60.496. At what hour do they open in tho morning on 
a Sunday P — I know that men nave got drink at the bars 
of these clubs as early as 7 o'clock on Sunday 
morning. 

60.497. Presumably members of the club? — Yea. 

60.498. And they are open till what time P — Till a 
late hour at night. Drink, I understand, cannot bo 
distributed in most of these clubs after 12 o’clock 
midnight. 

60.499. Why not ? — I do not know. 1 think there is 
some regulation to that effect. 

60.500. A regulation of the club P — I think a regu- 
lation of the club, and I know that some of the clubs 
close up altogether between 11 and 11.30. Others 
remain open till a later hour. 


60,501. Do you think tho clnbs have had a great deal 
to do with the deterioration of public or social life in 
Waterford P — Considerably ; particularly with the 
younger men. I know that previous to the establishing 
of these clubs there was more domestic life amongst 
our young men, and not so much intemperance amongst 
them, because many of those who ore now members of 
tee clubs would rarely visit bars of hotels in the evenings. 

Now, in the winter evenings, those clubs are largely 

U 96449. U 
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the olub for a man getting dinner there ? — I do i._. 
think there is for getting dinner, but I know that at, tho 
bar of some of tho clubs they can get oold meats at any 
time, and cofi'eo and tea, and temperance drinks are 
availed of considerably iu some of the clnbs. 

60.517. The class of young men who frequent these Frequeu- 
clubs would be, you say, shop assistants? — A great tors of 
many. Iu one club particularly, called the National clubs, 
and Commercial Glnb, most of the members, I think, 

are shop assistants. 

60.518. What would be tho circumstances of the 
homes of those people?— With regard to the shop 
assistants, they live on the premises provided by their 
employers. 

60.519. Do they sleep on premises provided by their 
employers P — Yes, in nearly all cases, except where a 
shop-assistant in a draper’s shop is married. Borne of 
them are married, and they have their own homes. 

60.520. Speaking broadlj', there is nothing in the 
character of their homes with reference to their 
wretchedness or misery which wonld drive them to 
clubs? — Not at all; on the contrary, tho provision 
made by these employers is very good. They have 
attached to these premises libraries for the young men 
and recreation rooms. One of the largest employers 
has lately erected a billiard room for the yonng mou, to 
keep them in in the evenings. 

60.521. And notwithstanding theso local attractions 
they still go to the club P — They do. 

60.522. Where do they get their ordinary meals ; are 
not they supplied by their employers P — Yes, they are. 

60.523. But no intoxicating drink is supplied? — I do 
not think so. It must bo said with regard to theso 
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, young men in shops, that, os a body, they ore a vory days, Saturdays, and fair days. The class of women 
temperate class of yonng men. That is my experience who would not be seen going into a pnblic-honBe, and c T j ' 
of them in Waterford. I know them well. who would not probably visit an hotel, cun go into 

! 60,524. At fte s»m« ti»e y«» ttac. great c-ril. I» tleso grocere' shops sail get drink there. — j 

those clubs? — Yes, to one or two of them. 60,543. Yon are awaro, no doubt, that the object of c 

60,520. Do YOU think from yonr mmriet.ee »»y T h “ »*» SL 

system of registration and conditions laid down of a i 3 ? sse , l f ln - IrndiPaihament m 1791, was that women ... „ 


Si'd chi.c'S wiild Mp'fe remedy the" evilP-I J" 2° S °. t" to Public- ' 

think so. If therewns a time limiting the sale of drink *"»• £? FCh“ , * W “ “ 

attho bars of clubs I think it would do a great deal to 1 r * e9 ‘ 


prevent the intemperance in somo of the clubs. 


60,544. Do you think the time has come r. 


60,526. Arethoro any what yon wonldoaU superior kmart he .aid about 

clnl .3 of a Bocinlcharncter?— Yes. there ie a gentleman’s groco s who are got licenses to soil drink for 

club there, n county dull and a city dub of a bettor o™nption on the premises. 


60.527. Those clubs do not have bars, do they? — 
The city olub has I know ; and the county clnb also, 
and gentlemen can get drink at any time in either. 

60.528. (Mr. Younger.) Is there any difference 
between the appearance of tho bar in the one club and in 
the other ? Doos the working man’s bar come close on 


60,545. I want to sneak of consumption off? I do 

not think there is mnch danger of that class, because it is 


to the street, and is tho other i: 


all the same for a man or woman to go to a spirit store 
as to go to a grocer’s shop practically for the purpose 
of buying a lxittln of whisky. 

60,546. Tho temptation which was in my mind was, Mind 
that a woman might go for some harmless object, such trads. 


K'ftfLL’^Irtif StodijT' ’ k ”°'' h tl ” ' 

In on. of Hu other clnb. ft. hor is rather close to tho r ’“T” ” ■ “w"' "" 


irt of tho “ grocery, »nd gd n trout in tho gmoor’s si, op f_l 4, „bi,’ 


not know that that has been abnsod. I 


street. Yon go in >t ft. oil. 1, door, and on tho right .. for oonramp«cm on tho nrmni.c. Worn., 

yon go in ft. b»r is pmoticnlly f.oing yon. from tbo om.itry on morkot day. u* Sated.,, outer 


. . -P ^ these houses, and a class of women who would not go 

That is in tho higher class club P —In tho into the public-houses, pure and simple, go thero and 
lial Club. toko drink. 


Commercial Club. 

60,530. (Chairman.) 'Would you sav generally 


Ireland the higher social clulw, political and others, you, you shall sell nothing 
have bars attached to them ?— 1 can only speak for would separate the two tracts 


Waterford. 

60.531. What do you moan by a bar technically ? — 
It is a bar just like the bar you see in an hotel. 

60.532. (Mr. Whittaker.) Do you mean a counter P — 


60,547. Bub you could not say to the publican, could 
you, you shall sell nothing but intoxicants. Yon 
would separate the two trades altogether, the sale of 
intoxicants and the sale of groceries, would you ?— All 
round I think it would be better. 


30,548. You could not select a publican for your 


60,532. (Mr. Whittaker.) Do you mean a counter P— restrictive legislation, and leave the spirit grocer with 
Yos. There ie a counter, and behind the counter thero P ower “ 8o11 both classes of goods P— No. There is this 


relat ion to the publicans who sell groceries, that they 


1 ron ,rn • -n . , , • j are a better class of men, and a very respectable body 

0 -.33. (Chairman.) Do they have a beer engine fixed of men wbo never tolerate intemperance on their 


it think so. They may h 


never tolerate intempe 
abuse of any kind, and ' 


two clubs ; in two of tlio clulw I think they have. q aa iity „f drinks at a moderate price. 


. ®>,53 '• Then 1 suppose you would attach the greatest 60,549. Speaking generally, would they be in a higher 
importance to then- being oi.cn so oarly on the .Sunday 9tllfcn8 of sooioty thou tL( , ili( . 01 . ? _y ea . 
nud being kept open so late on Sunday night P — I , . . . , 

think that is the great evil, ami an evil that is com- 60,550. Do you think (if I may ask your opiuiou) that ( 


think that in the great evil, and an evil that is com- 60,58°. Do you think (if I may oak your opinion) that Qmp. 
plained of by the wives of tho men, particularly in the tbc licensing authority is adequate to deal with taw 

working men’s clubs. They constantly complain of the administration of the luyusuig laws as they are. 
that evil Do they act up In their full powers m ailmimstenng 

60,535.' You could not close those young working men’s thc . law HE tl,m * tKcj ' mi « hfc in “ 1,0 moro 


clubs, could you. and not extend the same judgment to 8trin * ent wh,:rc tW aro l» '^<-^tions. 


the other and better class clubs ? — That is the difficulty. 


,561. Would you change the authority ?— I should 


I kuow that the abuse hardly evor takes place in the bo dccidodly in favour of changing tins authority because 


innny of our magistrates are cither directly or indirectly 


30,536. Would you license the clubs ? — I do not know connected with thotradc, or ore ourticnlarly friendly 


that that would remedy the evil. 

60,537. Except that the lieenao duty might be a high 
oneP — Yes. 


with those in the trade, and it is hard to expect that 
when they are canvassed they will bo strong enough to 
refuse to do a friendly act. 


' . ,, .... ., 60.552. Have yon uny reason to suppose that they 

.38. lhat would constitute thorn legalized public- would themselves like to be freed from the obligation 
houses P— It would, of course, hnve that effect. 0 f administering tho Act ? — l am sure that some of 


60.539. Then yon think that there is a grave cause them would, because it is a source of considerable 
of dissatisfaction among tho publicans, that while they trouble and annoyance. 


m polled to bo closed, the olubs may bo open P— 60 , 553 . y ou have the Hecorder in Waterford who 


It is so, and that bos boon expressed by better class deals eolely with thc licenses P— We have a county 
pnblii'mis frequently. They consider that if they be court judge there 

compelled by law to close their places on Sundays, or ‘ „ , , . , a 

to close earlier ou Saturday nights, similar legislation 60,551 • Ho ,s nnt technically styled recorder ?-No. 


to close earlier ou Saturday nights, similar legislation 
should be extended to these clubs. I may mention, in 
passing, I know there are respectable publicans in 
Waterford who are in favour of earlier closing on 
Saturday night, and comploto closing on Sunday. 

60,540. Turning to the grocers’ shops; I am not 
talking of pnblic-houseB which sell groceries, but a 
. grocer who sells spirits and intoxicants, which is a 
different thing. Do you think that the spirit grocer is 
a source of danger or evil in Waterford? — 1 do not 
think ho j not the spirit grocer. 


50,541. Where does the danger come in then, when presides? — Yes. 


60.555. But lie is practically ? — I think so. 

60.556. Tho county court judge in Waterford is the 
ex-officin chairman of the quarter sessions ? — Yos, at 
which licenses are granted and transfers are made. 

60.557. What power has ho over tho petty sessions P 
— He is a sorb of court of appeal from the petty 
sessions. 

60.558. Ho doos not sit in potty sessions ? — No. 

60.559. But whon ho sits in quarter sessions he 


they go into tho public-house to buy groceries, and are 
so tempted to drink? — You are reversing the situation. 

60,542. Yes, I am purposely doing so ? — I would say 
that tho danger comes in in tuis way. You go into the 


ldui. mu uaugox- comes m m suib way. xou go mio tne 7 » 

grocer’s shop ostensibly for the purpose of buying licensing purposes P — I am not quite sure or tnai. 


60.560. With thc whole body of magistrates P— Yos. 
with tho mayor and resident magistrate. 

60.561, In tbo city of Waterford does ho sit alone for 


groceries, mid yon may purchase some, but really for 
the purpose of getting a drink. The danger is particu- 
larly for women coming in from the country on market 


think so. 

60,562. Would you bring in tho resident magistrate P 
— I would. I would take in tho resident magistrate. 
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t f. and 1 would suggest the appointment of two other 
f jr'.oag. independent men. who would have no connexion what- 


■ T.i 

^1 %r!o»i 


rft , imf* 
l I7i Kibonty. 


soever with the trade. 

60,563. Who would appoint them? — I would loavo 
that to the executive. 


60,564. {Bean Dickinson.) The resident magistrate 
of the county, do you mean P — The resident magistrate 
who presides on the bench of the city. ’’ ” ' ’ ’ 


60,565. Would you include the resident magistrate 
of the oonnty to sit with the rcsidont magistrate of tho 
city ? — 1 do not know that he would bo able to under- 
stand the local claims. 


60,566. Could not he ho informed by the resident, 
magistrate of tho city of the facts?— Yes, but if you had 


60.580. (Chairman.) You think the payment by Rev.T.F. 
results might be attended with danger ?— It might. Furlong. 

60.581. Axe you in favour of the Government taking 27Aptil . 98 

any more interest in temperance questions ? — Decidedly. p 

Nothing is done in tho way of promoting temperance Xcmper- 
among the people by the Government. ance 

... . 60,582. You would wish the Government actually to education. 

I would include interfere? — Yes, firstly by more rigid legislation all 
round, and then by positive encouragement ; for instance, 
if the Government would help in sending round 
lecturers who would be qualified to Bpeak upon tho 
evils physically and socially of intemperance. 

60.583. Could not that be done by local organisations P 
— So it is, to a considerable extent; but our country is 
a poor one, and we find it bard to raise funds. 

60.584. (Dean Dickinson.) Is it not done 


u. U...U appointed from the city he would know the , 

requirements of tho city, and it would be much ^ 


60,567. (Chairman.) Tho resident magistrate would 
have jurisdiction both in the city and county? — Yes. 


60.568. You think the present existing body of 
magistrates, owing to tlie system under which they 
administer the law, are so ;opeu to canvassing and 
other undue influences, that they themselves would 
like to bo relieved from their duty P — I am sure that 
some would ; most of them I should think. 


visit the national schools, and during the half hour's 
instruction often spoak on tho subject, but that is not 
sufficient ; that is only amongst children. 

60.585. Books arc provided in the national schools on 
temperance ? — They are, but that is for children. I 
am speaking now of the difficulties all round. 

60.586. (Chairman.) You think tho whole burden of 
dealing with the question now rests with tho clergy? — 
The question of promoting temperance is to my mind 
left too much to the clergy and occasional lecturers ; 
and frequently in the church the people are exhorted 
to temperance, but more might be done to attract 


60,569. Would you he in favour of a high license 
duty ? — 1 would, because it would hnvo the good effect . „ 

I think of keeping the poorer class publicans out of the people to temperate habits by the establishment, for 

trade. I think there are seldom serious or frequent instance, of technical schools, if we hod such in cur 


Mens. 


abuses where you have 
public-house. 

60,570. If you raise tho license duty very high and 
secured a better class of man, what would become of 
the inferior class of men who at present holds a little 
shop ? — Some regulation conld be made by which they 
could die out gradually. 

,571. You do not think they would be driven to 
keep shebeens or other illegal places P — I made inquiry 
to the police as to the number of sheboeus in the city of 
Waterford, and I was told there were 28 suspected sho- 
bceus, and most of thoso that were suspected had been 
convicted. I have since learnt from some of the medical 
men in the city, who aro in a position to know, that thero 
are considerably more than 28, and more than double 
the number. 

60,572. (Mr. Younger.) Would not that state of mat- 
ters get very much worse if yon restricted the licenses 
to tho number you desiro ? — Not if the police were 
more active and vigilant. 

Polite and 60,573. (Chairman.) Do you think the police at 
fatting present do act with sufficient vigilance P — I think they 
do not. The police are a very estimable, respeotable, 
and intelligent body of men, but I think they do 


independent man running a conntiy, or the giving of lectures of a popular kind. 

There has been an advance in that way of late years, 
but it is hardly snfficieut. 


60,587. (Mr. Young.) Is it legal control orj moral 
control yon speak of ?— I think there is sufficient moral 


control exercised by the clergy of all denominations. 
I would advocate legal control of a more stringent 
character than we have at present. 


60,588. Would you close the houses all day on Sun- Sunday 
days ? — Certainly ; and if possible I would close tho nn d eat iy 

r blic-housos at 9 o’clock every evening in the week, dosing. 

do nob see why they should be open from 7 o'clock 
until 11. 


60.589. Are the clergy of your church quite of your 
views there P — I cannot speak for the clergy of Iroland. 
I can speak only for those with whom I come in contact, 
the clergy of the city of Waterford; and all are in 
favour of closing public-houses on Sundays, and earlier 
closing on Saturday evenings. I wrote to some of the 
clergy in the diocese in the smaller towns, and they 
advocate the same policy. 

60.590. Then they are unanimous P — Practically 
unanimous. 


30,591. You recognise the legality of the trade, and 


not exerciso W Bufficiont zeal or watchfulness in relation the necessity for the trade, do you ? — Yes, you have to 
to tho administration of the licensing laws. I know do that I think. 


i the way of their doing s 


60,574. Is there any feeling among the police that, 
apart from actual offences committed, the supervision 
.... falls VI 


60,592. Your views aro for the bettor regulation of 
the trade, I presume P — Yes ; it is a necessary evil. 


of public-houses is hardly a matter which falls within 
the duty of the constabulary ? — They are being so 
much used as a military body in Ireland that they, 
perhaps, forgot what their real dutioB ore. 

60.575. Have they enough leisure time to look after 
the public-houses P — Thoy have plenty of leisure time, 
no doubt of it, very often too much leisure time. 

60.576. Have you any suggestions to make by which 
the zeal of the Royal Irish Constabulary could be 
stimulated to more strictly supervise the public-houses P 
—The only means that 1 could suggest would bo some 


60,593. Aro these the two suggestions you have to 
make ? — These are the suggestions I have to make. 


60,594. They are tho only suggestions you make; Temper- 
closing on Sunday, and closing every night at 9 o'clock? o' 106 
— And I said more rigid legislation all round, and education, 
encouragement on tho part of the Government of 
counter attractions to the public house — the giving of 
lectures. 


60,595. Do you want tho Government to pay lecturers P 
— To contribute in some way. They can well afford to 
do it considering all the money our country supplies to 
the Government. 


_ . „ ■< . , , ,. , . ou.yyo. no you &mnx me ciersy, auu rue moral 

.OTl of .noouvwmont to th. polio, ,nd tbi ttetoita i„ the oooutry.So not anffluaoti— 

anght bo » portion of tho «no la the o. of oomotioa “ 0 . j. yerj we4k . J ’ 


60,596. Do you think the clergy, and the moral 

might bo a portion o 
after prosecution. 

60.577. (Dean Dickinson.) Would not there bo _ 
dangor there of making them over zealous ? — Of course 
there might be that danger. I think it should be clearly 
proved when a caso was a bond fido one, and when it 
was not. 

60.578. My experience of tho polico in Irclond is that ieenn 

JSS T r kiud » d0 no jj country P-No ; as a “rule, our people are very moral Connexion 

mo far P— 1 suppose they are endowed with the general le * acd other crimes are , generally tho oonsequence of drink 

characteristics of the people of the country. of intemperate habits. The Church, I think, is sufficient »nd crime 

60.579. Too kind P— Well, none of us can be too kind, to deal with the other crimes. 
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10.597. You want tho Government, then, to take it 
up ? — The Government would be doing very paternal 
work, I think, in tho promotion of temperance if ic 
could contribute in the way I suggest. 

60.598. Those lecturers would not be confined to 
that; there are other crimes. I suppose you would 
have lectures with regard to the other crimes of tho 
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Jicv.T.F. 60,599. Do you think the serious crimes of the country 
Furlong, are committed in drunkenness ? — I am morally certain 
of it. 

3 7 April 9 3 00,600. Iti countries whore there is very little intem- 

’ pcrancc do you not find there is crime quite as abundant 
as in Ireland P — I do nob know what the national failings 
of these people may he ; lam speaking only for Ireland. 

60.601. I think if you were to inquire into the 
history of those countries where there is more tem- 
perauce — some of tho continental countries, whero you 
scarcely seo a drunken man — you would find that crime 
is c|uito as prevalent as in Ireland. Intemperance 
induces petty offences which can hardly be called 
crimes. Perhaps being a little disorderly in the street 
you ca',1 crime r — No ; disorder in a small way I would 
not coll a crime. 

60.602. The serious crimes of the country are not 
committed in drunkenness P — Many of the serious crimes 
are. Manslaughter I consider ns a serious crime, and I 
think nine eases of manslaughter ont of ten have their 
origin in intemperance in Ireland. 

60.603. Take forgery P — I think forgery is a raro 
crime in Ireland. 


60.623. Do the medical men go and see what sort 
of whisky they drink? — Very often they can. If a ‘ 
medical man is called to the bedside of some of these 
working men ho will often see whisky in a bottle there. 
He will know from the very smell of it that it is not old 
enough for consumption. 

60.624. Do you know what ago it ought to be before 
it is consumed P — I see good Irish whisky advertised at 
six years old. 

60.625. (Mr. Grinling.) On the poiut of Irish whisky, 
yon suggested that the bad quality was accounted for 
to some extent by a blend of Irish and Scotch being 
soldP — Yes, I understand there is a considerable amount 
of blending of Scotch and Irish whisky. 

70.626. Which of those two is the bad constituent ?— 
I hope it is the Scotch. 

60.627. Another suggestion of yours is the employ- 
ment of special detectives for looking after the houses? 
— Yes. 

60.628. Do not you think that rather savours of intro- 
ducing a system of espionage on the trade ?— Yes ; 
but for a great evil you have to use very stringent- 
means. 


Clnbs. 


Quality of 
whisky. 


60.604. In fact, drunkenness incapacitates a man for 
very serious crime P — I think it stimulates a man to 
very serious crimes. 

60.605. I think that tho clergy, with tho very best 
intentions in the world, attribute too much to the use of 
alcohol P — I suppose that is a personal opinion of yours? 

60.606. Yes?— I may give my personal opinion, I 
suppose P 

60.607. Certainly P — My personal opinion is that we 
do not. Unfortunately wo have too much experience of 
it in our towns and cities in Ireland. 

60.608. Are there many persons taken into custody 
on Sunday? — Yes, a considerable number. 

60.609. Are there more than what you would 
ordinarily expcoo in a city ? — I do not know that I 
can answer that question, I might answer it in this 
wav, that before the magistrates on Monday there is 
a largo numbor of cosob for drunkenness. If tho 
public-houses were closed you would not have half so 
many I should think. 

60.610. Are they simply taken into custody for being 
drunk, or drunk and disorderly P — I think drunk and 
disorderly go together. 

60.611. Oh, no P — G enerally speaking it is so in Ireland. 
If yon take up the papers recording the proceedings of 
the police court you will find that in nearly every other 
case of drunkenness it is “ drank and disorderly.” 

60.612. One would think that the strong moral 
influence which you exercise upon the people might 
produce a change P — Yes, but we know a good deni of 
the workings of human nature ; it is the study of our 
lives ; and wo find something else is required besides 
moral influence. That is beautiful in theory. 

60.613. Then tho clergy really invoke the power of 
tho law P — They have to do so from timo to time. I 
havo had to do so myself where I found men under the 
influence of drink, or where I found publicans abusing 
tho law. 

60.614. Yon do not Bay that there is more crime in 
Waterford than in any other city of the same size, do 
7on P — I do not think there is. You speak of Ireland ? 

60.615. I say in Waterford? — Comparing Waterford 
with the other cities of Ireland, do you moan P 

60.616. YesP — I do not think so. 

60.617. As to these clubs, arc you for abolishing the 
clubs? — I should be very glad to Bee the clubs 
abolished. That is my own personal opinion, but I 
know that young men will have their clnbs. 

60.618. The respectable chesses have got clubs, have 
they not P— They lave. 

60.619. Yon would allow the same liberty of course 
to a poor man P— I would allow him the same liberty, 
certainly. 

60.620. You speak of the quality of the whisky that is 
consumed as being very badP — Yes. 

60.621. You do not know anything about it person- 
ally of course P— No. 

60.622. It is simply hearsay P — And what I learn from 
making enquires amongst the medical men who are 
usually in the habit of attending that class of people. 
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60.629. Do you think in Ireland that a system which 
involved really paid spies to watch the trade, and that 
the polico should benefit by the fine, would be desir- 
able V Do you think it would be consonant with Irish 
feeling P — I think the better class of people in Ireland 
would be very glad to see legitimate means used for the 
detection of abuses on the part of publicans. 

60.630. The question would be whether that would be 
legitimate P — You may call detectives paid Bpies if you 
like. I call them detectives. They are appointed by 
the law to do their duty. 

60.631 . With regard to thoso Svo clubs ; do they 
supply on Sunday P — They do. 

60.632. It evidently shows that there is a class of 
people who will get drink under any circumstances if 
you wore to close all thehouscs P — Yes, but many of the 
young men who go into these clubs would never think 
of taking drink on Sunday, although the drink is 
there. 

60.633. Yon have heard of tho danger which has been 
pointed out over and over again, that if you close all the 
legitimate places for supplying thoso things yon will 
drive them into clnbs and shebeens ? — I have heard of 
that. 

60,634'. Yon do recognise that there is tho danger?— 
I do, certainly. 

60.635. Therefore, if you can limit the trade within 
reasonable limits it is far better than preventing it 
being carried on altogether. Yon do not want a bastard 
trade ? — No. 

60.636. That is what tho club and the shebeen is?— 
Yes. 

60.637. The legitimate trade is usually far better than 
that P — It would be, of course. 

60.638. As regards these bam in clubs, I suppose they 
are only the ordinary means of supplying the members. 
It is a counter. If their members are entitled to have 
wines and spirits and beor on the premises they must 
have a counter for the purpose ? — Yes. 

60.639. They are nothing more than, I suppose, the 
barR we hear of in the House of Commons? — -Not at all. 
I do not object to them as bars at all. 

60.640. (Mr. Toungor.) Waterford is one of the 
exempted cities P — It is. 

60.641 . In 1878 was the limit of open time from 9 to 7? 
— Yes. 

60.642. Can you tell us whether that had any im- 
mediate effect ou tho arrests for drunkenness on Sunday? 
— I made inquiries and I was told there was a reduc- 
tion in the number of proseenbious since the limit ot 
timo from 2 to 7. 

60.643. To any groat extent? — I think to a con- 
siderable extent. 

60.644. The entire number of arrests was given here 
by Sir Andrew B-eed, in a statement made before tbe 
Commission, as 119 in 1807. That is an average ot 
•2 2 per Sunday. Yon would not call that an excessive 
number of arrests for a town of the size of Wateriorar 
—No. 
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SO, 645. Even supposing you get. that considerably 


v-.r.r. 7 — . rr o o— — — . w,uu< . iuu think there is a necessity for more r cv . 7 

furlong, reduced, there is not a very large number to reduce, is information to bo disseminated through the country P 


there? xio. —Yes, it would eu courage those working for temper- 

60.64C. Do you think that under those circumstances “nee, and it would be a great encouragement to tho 27 April '08 
it would be a wise and prudent measure to entirely P°°ple at large. 


close these houses on Sunday afternoon ? — I think s 


60,668. (Mr. Walker.) I think yoi 


for town3 like Waterford. 1 here is not much necessity drunkenness h.td decreased in Waterford P— The con- ^ ln . . 
for having puhlic-houses open in Waterford i there may sumption of drink may be as large, but I think it is vvn,cnor<1 - 
bo for large cities like Dublin and Belfast where you spread over a greater number of people, 
bmo o large oopbor of peopl, poraing through. 60,669. j ym| . 

60,647. But here, from these figures, you have the very has decreased in Waterford ? — Visible drunkenness has 
obvious fact that, there is no groat amount of drunken- in my experience decreased. 


^ShlT J- joo ora, bf tho Ao.s i lh M. 


removed they might perhaps go where they ought not 
to go P — I think there could be a great many more 
arrests for drunkenness on Sundays than there are in 
the city of Waterford. 

60,048. That may be; wo can only take the figures 
before us. and we are drawing deductions from this 
information P — Yes. 


60.671. Has it decreased in the prosecutions ? — There 
is a decrease in the prosecutions, 1 think. 

60.672. Then drunkenness really lias decreased in 
Waterford ? — It has. 


60,673. That does not sustain the statement that tho 
huger number of public-houses in Wutorlbrd has 
brought about an increased state of drunkenness? — I 


60.649. It does not appear to me Irom these figures do not know that the number of public-houses in 
of Sir Andrew Heed's that the arrests bear out the Waterford has increased very much the Inst 25 years. 


mthor black picture you paint of tlio state of matters in That is os long as I can remember. 

Waterford ou Sunday? — I am only giving my own 60,674. Thero has been au increase in the number of 
experience. public-houses in Waterford for 25 years? — Not very 

60.650. It does not seem to bear it out? — Well, I much, I think, as far as I can remember. 

cannot holp that. 60,675. Have you made any inquiry as to whether, 

60.651. Have you any notion whether these clubs relatively to other towns and cities' in the United 


restriction of hours on Sunday? — I know that sorao ness, and a smaller number of houses lesse 
wero established after the restriction of hours. ness? — No, I have made no inquiry. 

60.652. Wero they tho result of that in any way. 60,676. Would you be surprised to find that statistics 
do you think ? — I do not think so. One came into prove the contrary to what you in your answer expressed, 
existonco ovor the late political split in Ireland. to Mr. Whittaker? — I should be surprised. 

Another com. into osistonoo in oonusiion with the 60 ,677. Tlio rower houses the more Ornulceimess P-I 
■Trade Unions, 1 think. should bt> vtry mu(!l , 

60.653. You spoke of the condition of Dundee ?— Yes. T . , . . , . 

. ‘ , , . , , o(),o78. Thon I may take it from you that, m your 

63, 65.4. £ atnrally you had no experience whatever indent, both individually and officially, ’ ' 

or the condition of Dundee before the Snndny Closing {, as d ncroase d in Waterford ?— Yes. 

Act?— No. __ . . 


the condition of Dundee before the Sunday Closing i, as d ncrc ased in Waterford P— ' Yes. 
ct ? — No. 

.. _ ,, „ 60,079. You expressed an opinion that this licensed 

60,615. So that you oannot Man* ‘hot sloto of „ rfo ,„ s , „ecS«»ry eril, onii it bsiog nnonssnry, is it 
alters with what existed before? No. not a ] so necessary that it sbould bo surrounded with 

60,656. (Mr. Young.) Are you awaro that drunken- proper protection F— It should bo. 
ness is on tho dooro.iso in your city ?-I think it is for 60,680. Do you consider that the clubs ave Wroundcd Clubs, 
this reason, that comparing the city of Waterford now „ r ;n, r „„ai 


i your city ?— I think it is for 


this reason that comparing the c.ty of Waterford now with . Q . pro tection. I mean moralty'P-Thoy are! 
with what it was twenty-five years ago, there is less morally yes 1 

visible drnnkonn ess among our people. „ J.. , ' , , w ' il ! 

t ,1 or. , _ 60,681. I understand you to say that when, the. legally 


altogether ? — Wo may bo disnp]>earing ourselves then, 
some of us. 

60,658. (Mr. Whittaker.) You have told ns that thero 


established houses arc closed the, clubs .are supplying 
any quantity of drink P — To tHp. members, y cs. . 


Mo 60,658. (Mr. Whittaker.) You have told ns that there . 60 1,682 And to tl» Mtaf’j friends ,?“ A mombcr 
umber of was an excessive number of public-houses in Waterford ? baB tbo P rivl ' e S° bringing in bis ; friend- 
?«bllc- — Yes. 60,683. And in many instances no limit is placed upon 

. mm And U ho. been . yon B* «h.ra 

is not an excessive amounb of drunkenness because of 3 h 

that ? — Yes. 60,684. Havo you yourself any practical knowledge of 

60.660. X would ask yon if yon arc aware of » return «nb. of U obmtteMtoiWV I #**'<& rtablUli- 

, ,V > l_ bousoK are r , . F,,,,,.,,,, ReuraaentatiOnM wero made by those who were estab- 

MlfeMMhM tb»n ,0 any other Of the eumptc.L ijsfiegti.s olob,' &*«' wbtild’ bi. uraiftioslly WtiUi 
lesr-ies. to keep the dooi's open 1 'if they were nob allowed to sell 

60.661. Or than in any county in Irelaud ? — Yes. intoxicatingdrinks to"tho mouthers. 

60.662. And that there are also more arrests for 66,085.' Yon iiavo intupaco , knowledge of the rules 
drunkenness in Waterford than in any other of (ho that govern these. club^P— I cannot say that I have an 
exempted cities, or in any of the counties in proportion intimate Jojflw^gc. 

to population P— Yes. - -n*i* 1 60,686. , Hove: you seen any ruibs thdt govern those 

as d 60,663. And that tho public-houses in Woterford are clubs ?w— I -haven- . ... . ■ 

*f * me » wnumcrons in proportion to population , 6O;087 , . i ydti > to 'say’ tWo is no'ta rule 

J ' 68 bey aro 111 Dublin ? Yes. that gives pormiss ion for a momber to take into that 

60.664. And that tho arrests .for, , drunkenness arp club aij many yiRitai'8.i.as.ilip:plea«QS ?. — I cannot. say that 

threo times as numerous in proportion to population as npy'lirojt >8 placed byirule as to the number of friends. a 
in Dublin P — Yes. member may into-'pduce.iflto.thaiclub., 1 

60.665. That seems to show that tho large number of 60,688. You. are. prepared ,to admit, that, they may 

T pnblio-honsca docs increase tho drimkeiqipaB,?— Yes. tialce in visitors P— i am. ,. ,1 

4™^' 60,666. (Mr. I&oixtrle.) In roforonoo to the suggestion <50. 689. And that llioy kcop open, or supply drink up 

ii Katlon which you made as to paying teraiwmuCR , lectuxeri, I to midni gh t w i, en the legally eslubUshcd hoisos'aro 

‘»n. take it what you moan is this, that thoro is a national „. „ , , , ,. , .,. t j 

"j. side to Intomporauoe, and booftuso tho ‘nation has ' '' ' ' ' , . i,„ . 1 , .... _ , 

suffered from that, the nation onght to a curtain extent <>0,690. May I ask yon if you liatfo any experience of Con.luct of 
*- - - - — * pubUc-houses ?— I have, in this way : There are a large P u M!lS“,5?? 


to provide certain funds?— No, that is not my idea at public-houses ? — I have, in this way : There are a large P u 'l!R»l 
^11.' I think the G-overnmont would be acting vaiy number of public-houses m the .parish .toiwhjoh l am ,, 1: 
'paternally in assisting temperance societies ,to carry on attached, and I am bound ex-officio to meet the proprietors . , n . 

thoi- 1 -a-. wfont from time to time. 


pasemaiiy in assisting temperance societies u» carry on aw*-™, J w “wf™! 1 

their work by providing some money grant. from time to time. 
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Htv. T. F. 60,601. Have you anything to say otherwise than that 
Furlong, they are a respectable class of men ? — All round I 
— - -wotild say of tJiq. publicans. ill Waterford that they are a 

27April'98 good respectable class of in,en. 

‘ 60,692. They arc not permitted to hold a license until 

they have proved their respectability ?— In getting the 
license 1 undemand they are, bound to do so. 

00,693. If you were naked, are the licensees a respect- 
able well ordered class of men, what would be- your 
answer P--I should say that, they were, all round. 

60,694. And that they were fit and proper in every 
respect to enjoy the privileges, or to have the 
responsibility of occupying a house of that character ? — 
Yea. 

Sunday 60,695. If the hours of opening of public-houses were 
closing. further restricted nn a Sunday, what is the opinion as 
to whether it would givo rise to an increased nnmber of 
clubs, shebeens, or other illicit modes of sale?— I think 
if the hours were restricted you would have no illicit 
clubs, or shebeens, because you have the public-houses 
open from .'A to 7. If. you have them open from 2 to 5 
they give quite sufficient time for any man te get drink 
legitimately. The men who visit public-houses on 
Sundays 'are hot the class of men who would visit 
clubs. 

1 60,696. Are you of opinion that the statutory restric- 
tion would destroy the desire to consume these articles ? 

— I do not think bo. 

60.697. Would not man’s ingenuity discover some 

iheans of obtaining that which he requires P— Man’s 
desife' is' OAe thing/ ; 'tile temptation pin cect before him 
is another fEhig. ' " -i 

60.698. Is it not calculated to give rise to tho 
existence of illicit places of sale ? — I do not know. 

Prosecu- 60,699. (Dean Dickinson.) Have thoro been any pro- 
tions of secutions of publicans within your knowledge is 
publicans. Waterford? — There have been. 

60.700. Have there been many ? — In reading tho 
papers almost every week there are cases of pro- 
secutions. 

60.701. You would not include those convicted 
publicans among the eminently respectable class ? — 

1 said “ all round.” The exception is those who ore 
prosecuted. 

00,702. Yon said iu answer to Mr. Whittaker that 
there was a certain relation between tho large number 
of public-houses aud the large amount of intemperance. 
There is a larger number or public-houses in proportion 
in Waterford to other citios, and co-rolatively thoro is a 
larger amount of intemperance? — There is a larger 
amount of temptation to intemperance. 

Habitual 60,703. It is reported to have beeu said in tho House 
inebriates, of Commons tho other day that there tiro no inebriates 
in Ireland. Is that your belief ? — I wish it were true. 

60.704. Do you think it is not true P— I am positively 
certain that it is not true. 

60.705. Of course I mean habitual inebriates ? — Yes. 

60.706. You think there are habitual inebriates P — I 
know some of them, unfortunately. 

60.707. Is it your belief that it would bo a good thing 
to extend the establishment of homes for inebriates in 
Ireland. You know tho question has boon before tho 
House of Commons of the establishment of two classes 
of homes for criminal inebriates and for non-criminal 
inebriates, and Ireland is not included as yet in the 
provisions ot' that Bill. Do you think there is any 
reason why Ireland should be excluded from that Bill? 
— I think there is no reason why it should be excluded. 
I think it would be a good thing for Ireland to 
include it. 

60.708. You think it would be a grievance to Ireland 
if it were not included P — Well, we have so many 
grievances there is no uso adding to them . 

60.709. You desire that there should bo a treatment 
for these inebriates ? — I do. 

60.710. And not always as criminals ? — No. 

60.711. But as persons who need to be protected and 
pitied and reformed ? — Yes. 


60.713. Do you attribute the excessive number of R ( . r r 

public houses to tho want of moral courage on the Fmfr 
part of the magistrates ?— I would not say that. 

60.714. How do you account for it P— Before somo 
of the present magistrates wore appointed we had the 
same number of public-houses that we have at present. 

60.715. Has there, in your experience, been no increase 
lately ? — There may have boon an increase of four or 
five public-houses in the last six years, but no very 
appreciable increase the lost 20 years. . 

60.716. Your official cxporicncc is the last eight 
years ? — Yes. 

60.717. You stated that you are in favour of the 
cqunty court judge sitting with tho resident magistrate 
and two other persons. I think, as the licensing 
authority ? — Yes. 

. ,60,718,, Would , you select them from the general 
body of magistrates by co-option or liow? — My idea 
is that they shoyldbc appointed by tho State. 

.60,719.. F.rpm aiuQn.g i.he magistrates or from outside 
the magistrates? — If you appointed them from the 
magistrates yon are likely to have tho same difficulty 
and danger, th'at LhV local men will bo directly or 
indirectly conn'ectoU' with the 'trade. 

60.720. Or subject to influence ? — Subject to influence. 

60.721. Can you state what proportion of persons 
holding publicans’ licenses cany ou other trades? — No, 

I oannofc tell you that. 

60.722. - Do you know of your own knowledge that Mired 
they curry on ' other trades except that of selling tredaii 
groceries, such as draperies ? — No, we' have- no such public- 
thing in the city of Waterfordd Wo may have one or homo, 
two cases whero the husband is a draper, and his wife or 
daughter may be attending to a public-house, but it is 

only in very few coses. Thero may bo two or three. 

60.723. In those cases is the sale of drink carried on 
upon the same premises? — No. In such a house there 
is only the sale of drink. 

60.724. The wife holds tho license for a separato 
house? — Yes; or they may live over tho house, Imt no 
other goods will bo Bold in the house. There is no such 
thing iu tho city of Waterford as a draper soiling 
drapery goods and intoxicating liquors in the same 
shop. 

60.725. Can yon speak at all for districts outside tho 
city of Waterford and county of Waterford on that 
point ? — I cannot, but from my own knowledge I think 
it is exceedingly rare that anything else except food 
would lie sold in a public-house. 

60.726. Excop 0 iu the case where they soil groceries ? 

— I look upon that as foud. 

(10,727. But not food for consumption ou the promises ? 

— No. In what 1 call public-houses, pure and simple, 
no food as a rulo is provided, and that is I think an 
evil. 

60.728. Not for consumption ou the premises ?— Not 
for consumption on the premises. 

60.729. Are there no what arc called restaurants in the 
city of Waterford ? — Yes, but those restaurants, I think, 
as a rule, have no iiceuse to sell intoxicating drinks. 

60.730. They aro tempomuco restaurants P — Temper- 
ance principally. They arc more like confectioner’s 
shops, where you get a oup of tea or coffee and a 
sandwich. 

60.731. You stated that, in your opinion, the [lolice Police u* 
are slack in tho administration of their duties P — Yes, licensing 
I think there is room lor more zeal aud activity on the la* 8 - 
part of the police. 

60.732. Do you attribute to that slackness the large 
number of shelieens — 28 sus|iected shebeens P — No, I do 
nob attribute the number of shebeens to the slackness of 
the police. 

60.733. In consequence of the slackness of tho police Shebeen* 
there were a large number of shebeens ? — Yes, there 

are a largo number of shebeens, but I think it must 
be said for tho police that they display commendable 
activity iu hunting up the shcbccuB. 

60.734. On that point they aro not slack P— Certainly 


Present . 60,712. (Viscount tie Vesci.) You stated that the 60,735. Still there is a very large number — I think 
licensing licensing authority in Waterford is the general body you say 28? — Twenty-eight as I have been informed; 
authority, of city magistrates ? — Yes. 28 according to tho police themselvos. 
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60,736. The police themselves now have men in plain 
clothes, have not they ? — They have. 


60.737. Do you know the class of shebeens ; can you 
divide them into classes. Do many of them lcocp a largo 
amount of drink for sale on the premises P — I do not 
think a largo amount of drink. I do not suppose they 
would have more than four or five dozen bottles of 
porter, for iustance. 

60.738. Do yon know cases where they have even 
less P— There might be. 


60,740. ( Chairman .) Yon mentioned a case where the Rev. T. F. 
husband kept the draper’s shop, and the wife was a Furlong. 
licensee ? — 1 did not say a drapor’s shop : I said the 

- j., .Via D7 AoriPOi 


Licenses to 

married 

women. 


60,739. Yon do nob know of yonr o 
I do not. 


i experience ?— 


husband in some few cases in the city of Waterford 2'April’98 
would be a draper’s assistant — a married man — and his 
wife would carry on a public-house. 

60.741. [Viscount tic Vesci.) 1 understood it w , 

different shops P — No, the husbnud may be a draper's 
assistant. 

60.742. The husband would go out to attend to his 
business during the day as a draper's assistant ? — Yes. 

“1,743. Are thero many licenses granted to married 

” say- 


women in Waterford P — I could n 


The witness withdrew. 


Mrs. Rebecca Crawford called in and examined, 
j. jj 60,714. (Chairman.) I think you wish to direct 3 'our 
eLrfnrd. evidence to the special question of the frequentation of 
_ ’ publio-houses in Dublin hy children ? — I do. 

Position of 60,745. You are a member, and, if I mistake not, 
rirness. President, of a total abstinence association? — Yes. 

60.746. In combination with other associations which 
have pretty nearly the 9ame object in viewP — Yes. 

60.747. What would those be ? — The Committee that 
requested me to come forward represents four asso- 
ciations: the Catholic Women’s Temperance League, 
the Dublin Women's Total Abstinence Society, the 
Rathgnr Branch of the Irish Women’s Temperance 
Union, and the Dublin Women’s Methodist Temperance 
Union. 

60.748. Yon have been chosen a representative of 
those fonr associations to come and give evidence before 
this Commission P — I have. 


His mother was an habitual inebriate; liis father who nf rs . R. 
was of sober habits, therefore as soon its possible sent Craa/ord. 

this child to be brought up, away from her example, 

into the country. Ketnrning home, when but six 
years of age, the propensity for alcohol soon manifested 
itself; for then, discovering a bottle of whisky 
secreted by his mother, lie helped himself freely to 
its contents, became stupidly drunk, and thence- 
forward tippled, whenever he could, for two yeara. 


Oilten 
-r pnbbc- 


60,749. Does the practice of frequentation of pnblic- 
houses by children exist to any large degree in Dublin P 
— I believe it docs, os the result of observations that 
we have mode. 


(&* , 60,750. Yon lmnd in, I think, some tables which 

Appmdix illustrate that observation ? — Yes. (Sen App. VIII.) 

60,751. I think we may assume with you that the 
frequentation of public-houses by children is a bad 
thing in itself, and therefore wo will go to your sta. 
tistics, which yon have been kind enough to hand in. 
Do you know any case of your own observation of a 
young woman or a young man who is under the age 
and who is a drunkard, or lias over been drank ?— I 
cannot say I personally do, but a frioud of mine, a 
member of our committeo. knows a girl of 14 who is 
an habitual drunkard, and lias acquired the habit 
through being sent as a messenger for her frionds and 
for her parents ; and uuothor is the case of a girl of 12. 
I have their names mid the particulars of the cases. 


“ stracted a bottle of port wine, which he had finished 
“ all bnt a glass or so when discovered. After this 
“ bout ho fell into a drunken coma, in which he nearly 
“ died, and subsequently becoming delirious, was 
“ brought to the hospital.’ Ho then exhibited all the 
“ symptoms of delirium tremens, understood perfectly 
“ what was said to him. bnt shook like an aspen leaf 
“ on being spoken to, and tided to hide under tbo bed- 
“ clothes, complained of imaginary annoyances, and 
“ showed abject terror of the other children in the 
“ ward. His glance was distant and staring, pupils 
•** dilated, skin cool and clammy, tongue moist and 
“ furred, abdomen tumid, temperature sub-normal, 
“ pulso 140 — weak and somewhat irregular. He was 
“ put on suitable treatment, and on the following day 
“ was alightly better, having some sleep during the 
“ night, and continued to improve gradually lor a 
“ week, at the end of which the delirium and tremour 
“ bad nearly disappeared, although he remained ox- 
“ citable, restless, and debilitated for nearly a month, 
“ during which he was os weak in mind as in body. 
“ At last, however, under the influence of tonics and 
“ generous dietary, he began to recover again, and to- 
“ gather with the regainment of bis physical strength 
“ his mental condition also improved, so that by the 
“ middle of April he was discharged from the hospital 
" as convalescent, and was then sent to a reformatory 
“ school near Dublin.” 


60,752. Have they been brought np before the magis- 
trates for being drunk P — I think not. I am not aware 


. J,758. Is that the report of the medical officer of the 
hospital ?— Yes. 

60,759. To the committee of the hospital or to yon ? — 


Of any CMOS of children lieing brought op For drunken- xifc’i, ,, piper r«ul, I believe, heforo'th. eonferinc of 
*»* i they ere nmovlly dealt noth ,n eome other wry. ma4ioa m „ta,holi.m in childhood liy Dr. Hodden. 

60,753. It is tho result of observation of members of 60,760. Do you think there is any encouragement in Mixed 
your association that they do know two cases of chil- Dublin to youthful intemperance as distinguished from trades ou 
dren respectively under 13 nnd 14 r Yes, who may now fomale intemperance proper by the fact that tho trades licensed 
be considered to bo habitual drunkards. I might say, of tho grocer and the intoxicant seller ore united? — I premises 


in reply to that question, that tho facts that 
brought under our notice by one of our most eminent 
physicians in Dublin, Dr. Moro Madden, were partly 
the reason why we undertook to get information as to 
the extent of this evil in tho city, because, from results 
of his hospital practice, ho gave the opinion that thero 
was a very largo increase of juvenile drunkenness and 
of alcoholism amongst children. I have the particulars 
of 11 cases of alcoholism amongst children. 

60.754. Dow would alcoholism manifest itself? — The 
cases I allude to were under liis medical care. Some 
were cases of dolirinm tremens in children. 

60.755. Of a child under 14 suffering from delirium 
tremens ? — Eight yeara old. 

60.756. (Dean Dickinson.) And some cases of diseased 
liver ?— Yes. 


believe that the uniting of the trade of grocer with the 
public-honse is very much responsible for the increase 
of intemperance among young women of the working 
classes. 

00,761. I am speaking now of grocers proper, who 
have a license to sell, as well as of public-houses which 
unite with their sale of intoxicants the grocery or 
drapery trades, if there is such a thing?— -You mean 
the spirit grocer and the pnblican who keeps a grocery 
shop.? 

00,702. Ye3? — Do you mean, have Inoticod that they 
increase the intemperance of women P 

60.763. Have you noticed that the union of trades of 
that kind both in the case of ono and tho other have 
given facilities for youthful intemperance P — I believe 
they have. 

60.764. That is yonr belief P — Yes, and the resnlt of 
observation. 

GO ,765. Tho resnlt of observation of members of yor 


ar 60,757. (Chairman.) A child of eight years suffering, 
in the doctor's opinion, from delirium tremens ? — Yes, 

I have the medical particulars of the case hero. “ J. L., „ 

“ aged eight, was admitted iuLo the children's hospital, committee? — Of course. We have observed the numbers 
“ Dublin", January 8th, suffering from delirium tremens, of children that frequent theso places. 

U 4 
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60.766. I want to trace the cause of the intemperance 
of the children, and my question is whether you can 
trace tbo intemperance of those young children to any 

l particular shop or to any particular effect of the union 
of the trades ? — X do not think we can trace it to 
anything more than the habit of being sent for drink, 
and, of course, hereditary tendency comes in. 

60.767. They might bo sent innocently to a grocer’s 
shop for grocery and get drink there, might not they? 
— As n rule children would not bo supplied with drink 
unless scut for the drink. 


60,782. (Oh airman.) Would it ho possible that they M ri p 
should be distributed only at the relieving officer's Cnucfaj 
office H— Yes, at the dispensary; that those holding ‘ 

public-houses should be prohibited from having the 
distribntion. 


60,783. I suppose in many cases the pnblic&u is a 
guardian P— Very often. 


60.768. They might be sent for drink under the g 
of going for groceries ; is that ever the case ? — 1 shi 


60,784. I believe yon hand in a return showing the Child, K 
number of children under 13 who entered public-houses frtqaem. 
on Sundays between tbo hours of 2 and 3 o'clock, do ing puMi,. 
yon not?— Yes. houst«. 


of going for groceries ; is that evo 
not think so. They are sent for gi 
house, hut they aro also sent for d 


00,769. Speaking more generally, do you sec 
evil in the combi notion of the two trades ? — I do s< 


evils as alTecting youthful intemperance? — Excepting 
in this way : that when children aro sent to fetch 
groceries they aro surrounded with the influences of a 
public-house. On the very counter there is often a 
glass of liquor. I have gone in myself just to liny 
groceries, to see the surroundings, and I have stood at 
the counter, and there has been a jug of whisky and 
water, or a glass which had bccu just used, beside me, 
and there have been women drinking on one side of 
me, aud n little child standing looking at the women at 
the counter. 

60.771. In a grocer’s shop? — Yes, in a shop where I 
bought cocoa. I went in to buy cocoa for the sake of 
observing the surroundings. 

60.772. It was not a public house ? — Yes, it is a 


60.772. It was not a public house ? — res, it is a 
public-house. In Dublin almost universally the public- 
nouses and the grocer’s shop are one. 


nouses and the grocer’s shop are cne. 

60.773. At the same counter grocery and intoxicants 
aro sold ?— Yes. 

60.774. And when the child went in to get groceries, 
sbo saw on the table whisky in jugs, in open vessels P— 
Persons drinking at, the counter. Usually the drinking 
is lower dowu, but it is frequently at the counter. 

60.775. That is at a rcgalnr public-house? — Yes. 

60.776. Aro there such things as private bars in these 
houses ? — There aro in a groat many public-housos. 

60.777. I mean a public liar in a somewhat private 
part of the house ? — Yes, that has been a subject that 
nas been considered very important as bringing out 
the facilities for women’s nnd even ladies’, privnto 
drinking, I have myself found a great many places 
where tne hall door, which to a casual observer would 


look like on entmneo to a private dwelling, was nsed 
for drinking purposes. There was no notice saying 
“ nrivate bar. “ Private bar ” is often nut im. lint in 


“private bar. 1 ’ “ Private bar ” is often put up, but in 
these instances there is nothing to distinguish it from 
the dwelling-house. There is a great deal of drinking 
in tho halls of what appears to be the entrance to the 
privnte dwelling-house . 


60,785. Did members of your association watch those v!" .. 
houses and count tho number of children who went in ? 

— They did. There were 89 observations made by 43 '' 

different persons. That is, there were 89 occasions 
tabulated which woro made at different times by 43 
different persons in respect of 56 different public- 
houses. 

00.786. Wub oi 


00.786. Wub one persou told off to watch every 
pnhlic-honso ? — Sometimes there wore two, and some- 
times there was ouc. 


00.788. The total number of children entering those 
56 public-houses while they were under observation was 
how many ? — 3816. 

60,789. That included children who went there with 
vessels as well as those who wont there without vessels? 
— Yes, wo observed both, because on account of the 
practice of selling groceries we believed it would be 
well for us to find out how many went simply to fetch 
drink, and how many might go for other purposes ; and 
we found that 2,344 went with vessels and 1,502 without 
vessels. I should observe that on 12 occasions those 
without vessels wore not counted, and this gives the 
average of children entering lower than it actually 
was. 


60,790. (Mr. Young.) Over whnt period of time is 
that? — We commenced our observations about the 
17th October nnd I think our last observations were at 
the end of February. They extended over the winter- 
four months at all events. 


60,701. {Chairman.) The length of observation is 


observed for 15 minutos and soi 
Tho average length of ohscrvi 
minutes. 


dimes for an hour, 
.ion was really 42 


60,778. Before we go to tho statistics is there any 
custom in Dublin of distributing tickets for poor law 
medical relief in public-houses, or any houses where 
intoxicants m o sola ? — It is very usual. The guardians 
have tho distribution of these tickets for medical relief 


— that is for tho medical man to attend the applicants 
at their own homes ; but as many of the guardians aro 
publicans, and the public-house is a familiar place to 


60.792. (Dean Dickinson.) Why docs December come 
after February ? — It just happens in the first table 
because one lady sent in her observations too late. It 
was a little mistake in tho tubulating. 

60.793. [Chairman.) It would be a little misleading, 
would not it, to take that final statement as the resulo, 
hecanso wo do not know wlmt was tho time during 
which this particular lionso was under observation, but 
I think your first table tells ns that pretty clearly. 
As I understand it. tho length of observation in that 
case was 60 minutes, and the number of children was 
52 who went in with vessels, and none without? — 
I have it down that tho average length of observation 
between 2 and 3 on Snnday was 37 minutcB. 

60.794. That is the average, but there is bo much 
uncertainty in averages that I wish to take special cases 
of observation ? — On the 13th February one was observed 
for 60 minutes. 


the poor people, it is almost tho rule in some places to 
go to tbo public-house. 

60.779. Yon do not mean to any tickets for tho 
privilege of boing attended in your own homo by a 
medical man are over sold, do you P — Oh no. not at all. 
It is poor law relief. I have spoken to several of the 
relieving officers, and they have expressed their opinion 
that it is a most mischievous practice, and they are 
doing what thoy enn to prevent it. 

60.780. Is thore no other place where they can pro- 
perly bo distributed ? — Yes. There are many guardians 
who aro nob pablioms; and also at tho Dispensary 
office they can get them. 


60,795. Will you give it yourself rather than let me 
give it. Giro mo any particular date yon choose to 
select as illustrating the number of children who went 
in a specified time into a public house? — On tho 12th 
December during 30 minutes 21 children entered n 
certain public-house carrying vessels for drink, and 22 
without vessels ; that makes 43 in 30 minutes. On a 
certain Snnday night, on tho 23rd January, during 60 
minutos — I am speaking now of between the hours of 
6 and 7 on Sunday evening- — there entered 126 children 
with vessels, und 64 without, making a total of 190. 
That is tho highest number we got. Then we have 
observations, as you seo, for Saturday afternoon and 
other days. 


60,781. (Dean Dickinson.) And from any of the 
clergy ?— And from any of tho clergy. It has been 
suggested by those interested in the poor, and especially 
by those relieving officers that I have spoken to, that 
for the safely of tho people, it should ho prohibited 
getting them in the public-houses. 


60.796. Will yon give us them for Saturday after- 
noon P — On Saturday afternoon February 5th a honso 
was observed for 35 minutes— 34 childreu entered with 
vessels, 25 without ; total, 59. 

60.797. Arc these children who go in unattended by 
anybody else ? — Yes. 
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_ 60,798. Not with their parents? — Not with their 

I parents. Very often two or thiee children ero in 

bother 


' together to keep each other company. We did 
count children who went in as if to play. 


60.799. And yon did not count a child who went in 
with an adult P — No. We did not count infants that 
wore carried in. We did not oount children who ran in 
and out. We observed that the children ran in and out 
to play in the publio-liouso as if they were quite 
familiar there, and quite happy there, but we never 
counted those children. Wo took core only to count 
those who went on business. 

60.800. (Dean Dickinson.) On errands?— Yes. 

60.801. (Chairman.) Do you think any encouragement 
was given to theso children by packets of sweets being 
banded to them over the counter? — Wa observed 
nothing of the kind. 

60.802. It was only external observation? — We had 
no reason to believe there wore ony inducements offered. 
Occasionally I have seen children coming out eoting 
biscuits, or sugar. Wc thought it was a very usual thing 
fora kind-hearted person to give a little child abiscuit. 
and we did nob make anything of that ; we were not 
aware of any inducement offered to children. 

60.803. That rather points to the fact that they do 
get somo little present when they go into those places ? 
.Wa did not observe such a custom. 

60.804. To summarise yonr Sunday observations, 
your total number of observations I think were 55 
between 6 and 7 ? — -Yes. 

60.805. What was the total number of children enter- 
ing in those hours P — 2,745. 

60.806. And duriug those 55 observations ? — Yes. 

60.807. The average length of observations was what? 
—40 minutes. 

60.808. The average number entering in during 46 
minutes was what ?— The average number entering in 


* 50. 


60,809. And the average number during 6 
— Wc made out that that would make au a 
hour of 65. 


i minutes ? 
,-erage per 


60.810. Do we gather from these statistics that there 
is any particular hour at which the entering into public- 
houses is more frequent than at other times? — Yes, 
between 2 and 3 on Sunday, and between 6 and 7 
on Sunday evening, because they are tho hours im- 
mediately after, anil immediately before closing. It 
seemed os if there was a higher average on Saturday 
afternoon as well. 


60,811. Presumably, therefore, the greater number of 
messengers entered the public-houses during those 
hours ? — Yea. 


" should be extended to the supplying to them of Mrs. It. 
“ intoxicating drink in any licensed house for anv Crauford. 
“ purpoee wbatovei-.” And the other resolution is - 
from the Police Aided Children’s Clothing Society, of 87ApriP98 
which tho Countess Cadogan is president. The terms — 
are the same. 


60,817. As to the proportion of boys to girls. In 
those statistics do you give tho proportion of girls to 
boys ? — No, we do not. It was considered of no im- 
portance for they were all young children, hut we 
have seen children going in apparently of tho age of 
8 ot-4. 


60,818. (Fwcoimi tie Vesci.) One question just to bring Mixed 
“ igain what you said before. You are of opinion trades in 


that the fact of the mixed trades existing, groceries public- 
berng sold at the same establishment, throws greater uoi 


difficulties in the way of limiting tho sending of chil- 
dren to public-houses P — Of courso it does, because 
necossarily children may be sent as messengers for 
things other than drink. 


that children shonld be sent to fetch groceries P— _ 
think amongst the poorer peoplo it is vory necessary. 
I am aware of the difficulty, but the fact seems to us 
so very gravo that we feel the difficulty has to be 
faced, for the children are being educated up to be 
drunkards. 


60,820. You say in your precis that the mischievous 
nature of such an arrangement is apparent, and the 
evils resulting from it will continue so long as house- 
hold necessaries can only be procured at toe public- 
house P — Perhaps I should say they are generally 
purchased in tho public-house, because in Dublin it in 
a rule that in the lowest districts every public-house 
is a grocer's shop and is described as a family grocer's, 
and I think this has even a greater influence on young 
women in encouraging drink amongst them than 
amongst children, because young women sometimes 

S i who would be ashamed to go into a public-house. 

aving to go for their household necessaries, that 
feeling is completely broken down, and while waiting 
for their goods they can have a drink. 

60,821. For that reason tho association with which 
you aro connected is in favour of prohibiting the sale 
of other goods besides drink on tho some premises ? — 

They would think it very desirable. 

60,822. (Dean Dickinson.) With regard to the society Police 
you refei-red to last, the Police Aided Clothing Society, Aided 
tlint arose from tho fact that children were seen almost Clothing 
naked in the streets, arising from tho circumstance of Society, 
thoir parents pawning the clothes given to them? — 

Yes. 


60.812. Those were tho hours during which child 
messengers would be most likely to be made use of, 
would they ? — I think so. 

60.813. (Mr. Grinling.) I suppose the reason for enter- 
ing between 0 and 7 would bo that tho house closes at 
7, and therefore they naturally go at that time if at all P 
— Exaotly ; to bring home drink. 

60.814. (Chairman.) Then is the conclusion you draw 
from those statistics that you would prohibit children 
from entering public -houses ?— We would wish to 


60.815. Up to what age?— Tho suggestion that I 
made is that the law whicn prohibits the sale of drink 
should bo extended to fetching. That law prohibits the 
sale of drink to children for their own consumption under 
the age of 13, or spirits under 16.- I might also 
perhaps say that I have been entrusted with resolutions 
from two bodies that are not temporance bodies ex- 
pressing their opinion also. 

60.816. Would you kindly road those resolutions P— 
i This is a resolution from tho Philanthropic Reform 

Association, an association recently formed in Dublin, 
of which tho Earl of Meath is president. The follow- 
ing resolution was adopted unanimously at a meeting 
of the executive committee held on Monday the 26th 
February 1898 : — “ The executive committee of tho 
“ Philanthropic Reform Association, in view of the 
dangers and temptntions to which children and 
" young people aro exposod by tho freqnentation of 
“ public-houses as messengers for their parents . or 
“ others, is strongly of opinion that the prohibition 
“ to supply children apparently under 13 years of age 
“ with drink for consumption on licensed premises 


V 98449. 


60.823. (Chairman.) Do you know that ? — Yes. 

60.824. (Dean Dickinson.) Then to prevent that 
repeated pnwuing for drink on the part of the parents 
this Police Aided Clothing Society was established to 
clothe the children, placing on tne clothes indelible 
marks, and warning tne pawnbrokers against receiving 
those clothes in pawn ? — Yes. 

60.825. And prosecuting the pawnbrokers in case 
they were received in pawn ? — Yos. 

60,820. In order to prevent tho patently disgraceful 
fact of children running about the streets half naked, 
or nearly altogether naked? — That is so. and also 
kind-hearted peoplo giving clothes encouraged the 
drink, for tho clothes went to the pawnbrokers and 
then toe money went to the publican. 

60.827. I wanted to bring out for tho information of 
the Commission that that society originated in the 
too frequent habit of parents pawning the clothes of the 
children ?— Yes. It has worked well in Edinburgh and 
several other towns. 

60.828. And the Countess Cadogan is the patroness 
of that society ? — Yes. That is the society that sent 
forward this resolution. 

60.829. They sent forward that resolution founded on 
an intimate knowledge of tho facts ?— A very intimate 
knowledge. 

60.830. (Mr. Walker.) You are here to voice the 
opinions of the four societies you represent ? — I am. 

60.831. Do I understand you to say that you would Limit of 
havo a law passed preventing any children under too «ge for 
ago of 18 entering a public-house or a licensed house ? mcsiea- 
— I would. 

60.832. At that age and above it you havo no objec- 
tion P — I huve a great objection to thoir ontering at any 

?; t 


gers. 
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Mn. li. time personally, and I believe I express in saying so 00,853. Generally speaking, we will not individualise. Mr< /• i 
Crawford, the views of those I am representing. Taking it as a general matter? — In relation to these CW,‘. : 

— 60,833. Po, Brolly you, pniopi, hto im objtction oMWro«Pkont. eentpAo hvoinlli.,0 iieistWliooas, — ' 

27Apnl 38 ^ 1»™ of uuyldudfiw. il, » * m “ C ' “-■*> »PI»««dti» f„, C«if - 

X bolicro that prohibition i. tlio only final tomody kimving tlo Puente thotc, give, u thoresulUFlior ««. 

for ll.o mischief obnorrai, bnt ono lias Lo wuit ibo ol'«o;-'»t>™« 70 per cent, nl Miooo poran, pntu. 

* habitual drunkards. 1 sbonld consider those parents 

proper time for that. , . . , , f , , , 


r tl.o mischief obsorved, but ouo has to wait ibo observations that 70 per cent, ot those parents are P«*. 

■ • „ .. ,i,„ t habitual drunkards. I should consider those parents 

■opor too for ttot. no , , ]l0 o( jndgcs ot w|i0t ^ , h „ nl ,,^“T 

60,834. Is not this custom or habit of sending chil- the children. 

dreu to a licensed house for beer as old ns the hills P — , . .. 

It is prptly old-m Dublip fit least. ,®' 854 A» yop proparoa to stoto Mill per eont. 

1 v. . of the parents of those children you tabulate here ure 


60,835. Has it not been so os long as you have any co „fl rm ed drunkards?— I do hoc say all the chiidmn 
knowledge of licensed houses existing ? — I cannot toll. tabulated here, because wo extended those observations 


60,836. Yon would not say it has not? — I would not. 


■th and snath side of the city. I have a 


60,857. Top arc not prepared to say that tbis habit «“• «“P ““ T, “” ifJ'S’V'w lb ™ 

■ custom i. of » T.ry rleeit growth pil «n not, but I 1?“ S'™ D “ l 1 ™, 1 




continued practice. Juvonilc drunkenness is becoming 
much more common than it was some time ago. I am 
sure of that. 

60,838. That is your personal opinion P — It is. 


60,855. Are there statistics to support that ? I 

do not know of any statistics except arrests for 
drunkenness. 


■ oon t i, ,. o 60,856. That is only the statement of one person?— 

inded on arrests for drunkenness, and in thus case y P I 


Well, statistics on that subject I think are usually 
grounded on arrests for drunkenness, and in thus case 
we have not got them, hut they are founded on the 
observations of some who have u very intimate know- 
ledge of the conditions of the poor. 


0,857. Still , that is only the statement of one person ? 


60,858. (Dean Dickinson.) A district visitor?— A 


60,840. Are you aware it was stated that something member of the Society of Friends, the lady who lias 


like 5,000 children had been taken up 


London drunk in one year, and, on application to tho aided clothing scheme. 


•enlly had most to do with tho starting of this police 


proper constituted authorities, it was found that the 


* * - - w,859. (Mr. Wallen'.) Did I understand you to say Pa* 

statement hau uu foundation. — I did not make that that publicans or licensees who nro guardians of the relink 


statement. poor,*go back to .their houses and distribute the out. jiuUir. j 

60,841. Are you aware that a statement of that kind door relief at their houses? — The tickets that are called house. ; 
has been made P You say yourself you have knowledge by tho poor people usually “ the red ticket.” I have a 
that there are no official statistics to support the state- specimen hero, 
meat you have made ?— I am only speaking of Dublin. 


>0,842. Talc Dublin. There aro no official sta tistics ? Yes, the dispensary ticket. 


(Dean Dickinson.) Tho dispensary ticket ?— 


—I am not aware of any in connection with juvenilo 


,861. (Afr. Walker.) Wlint I want to know is this. 


arrests, but many instances have come under the You 'said, or implied, there was n monetary advautaoi 

notice even, I tl link, of the police of .juvenile drunken- Iln dthe publican distributed it at his house, and tli 

KABO Knt rl.AV nn ,’oaU wit.l, in anntlin,- war -lion Vw- , _ , -,r 


noss, but tboy aro dealt with in another way than by pe0p i 0 stayed there aiul spent it. Was that wliat you 


intended to convey? — I intended to c 


children you have down in these statistics entering was necessarily placed in circumstances of temptation. 


these houses without vessels were sent thero, not for 
drink, but for other purposes P — X suppose so. 

60.844. If sent with vessels you assume at once that 
they were sent for beer ? — Yes. 

60.845. Do you really think yourself that a poor 


60,862. (Dean Dickinson.) Will you explain wliat tho 
red ticket is P — That is what I was about to do. I liavo 
one of thorn here. In our dispensaries there is one 
ticket which entitles the recipient to got relief at tho 
dispensary, and that is printed in black. The other 
ticket is called tho rod ticket because it is printed in 


„„ „ i, *' „ •„> i a ‘ LicKGt is called moron uckcc necauso it is prmtea in 

of age, and sending her for a pint of bo^r there is any fchis rei relief at their home. By 

greai h.vm in it P— Do yon moLi my personal opinion? “• ^ 


GO, 846. YesP — I think it does harm. I do not think 
there is any good in it. 


60.863. Relief means a visit P — Yes, medical roliof. 

60.864. (Mr. Walleer.) They have to go to tho guardian 


•Jhildren 60,847. You say vou did not count the children who A"; nav f e 1 ° 8° 10 

ploying in mi in to pi,,, fit, th. children go into poblio-hotno. “, k “ b»bh»-h»n.o lo get ibo t.ckot nocc.eary for mcl.cel 

r“" to play in fiu&iuf-Yes. end I hare seen thru. They pb.ff-^.ntopmnon goo, to the bm of n (pmrrbm 


to play in Dublin f— Yes, end I hive scon that. Tiny ir; 

run ini I have Been them do it, and all onr total “ g® ‘ lat tlckot - *” a * h,, J h ‘ T ” “ 1 “ b, ‘ of 8 m "S*“ tto 

have seen them. On one occasion I saw two nicely- P n lc ‘ 0Uh0- 

dressed little children, not belonging to those who 60,865. Ir that compulsory P — No. 

would be in great poverty— prettily dressed, bnt of those C0.866. The guardian, if he iR a licensed victualler, 

that play m the streets— and one said, Come and see has tho privilege of distributing, or it is his duty to 

what o clock it is, and immediately they went into the distribute, thceo tickcte to any necessitous or deserving 

pnbnc-honse ; and on that occasion they were just mot persons P Yes. 

at the door by two men dragging out a woman in a „„ „ ’ 

dlinr-ViTiir stAtnnf int/mratinn ttinm twn children 60,867. They need not of necessity go to the pnbllf- 


Bhocking state of intoxication, and those two children . 60 - 8 f • ’Diey need nof of necessitv go to the unblic- 
ware ]u,t ruuniag hr to Bee yhat o'eloet it to. borao for it J-Ko, they need not. but wc think, end 

. , those interested in the matter think, that it would be 

60.848. That may present itself in any largo town or better they should not go to a public-house for it. 

“ y kmgd “' 60,863. Tint I will not di.pnto. but I woutod to w>tb 

60.849. You aro not prepared to state that tho liconsces it clcar tbcr0 , vaH n0 m0 n 0 tary transaction in the 


in any way encourage children to drink on their matter ? — No, I did not suppose there was. 
premises ? — No, I do not state that. „ ■ „„ , , . „ ‘ „ 

... , r , , . . , 60,869. I understood that it was outdoor rohef of a 

ipVv haV ° n0t known any lnatanccs of tbat money clinnictor P— Oh no, medical relief. 


kind P— Wc have not. 


0,870- (Chairman.) The priyilogo of being attended 


60,851. Therefore, it is perfectly legitimate as Tar as in tb ’ 0 ; r q WU ] lomo by tho doctor P— Gotting this ticket 
the licensees are concerned to supply these children 011 titlos thorn to a visit from tho doctor in their own 


with what their parents liavo sent them for?- 
Perfectly. 


Perfectly. 60,871. (Mr. Walker.) In what way do yon consider 

60,852. Are you of opinion that the parents should be that that is of a questionable character ? In what way 
the best judges of what is host and necessary for their does that encourage the applicant to drink P — Perhaps 

children ? — I think that depends on tho character of the the poor law relieving officer would be in a better 

parents. position to state that than anybody else, and two o* 
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_ those poor law rolievmg officers to whom I have spokoa 
./irj *P°ke ot 05 a Particularly mischievous practice, 

1 - ’ and said that some of the guardians held it to bo so 

‘ mischievous that they were using their efforts now to 
prevent it. 

60.872. How many tickets would a guardian issue ?■ — 
He would give them to anybody he wns satisfied was a 
suitable applicant — a person too poor to pay for priTato 
medical attendance. 

60.873. The guardian lias to appeal to tho suffrages 
of the people to beoomo a guardian ? — Yob. 

60.874. If this was such a very objectionable practice, 
or bad such a very bad effect on the people, would it 
not very soon come to the cars of the electorate P 
Would not it be your duty, as representing your asso- 
ciations, to put it before the electorate ?— -There are a 
great many customs that are injurious and there has 
not yet been any fnss made ahont them. 

60.875. I am only saying this, that tho guardians are 
appointed by the electorate, and if you placed before 
the electorate that the guardian as a licensed victualler 
was guilty of improper proceedings from your point of 
view, would not, that prevent his being re-elected? — 
No; we could not think of calling it an improper 
proceeding from a guardian’s point of vies - . 

60.876. It is not improper? — Certainly not. He is 
only fulfilling his duty os a guardian. I am not finding 
fault with the publican who distributes these tickets, 
but I only say that tho praotico is considered mis- 
chievous, and if there wns o law to prevent the going 
to a public-house to obtain medical relief it would be 
desirable, but I am not attaching blame to the publican, 
who may do it out of kindly motives. 

60.877. (Mr. JIi/slop.) There is ono question I should 
t(fnst- like to repeat with reference to the figures that you 

public- have given. You have given 1,544 children with vessels 
Lae*. and 1,201 without vessels. What is the inference your 
society would draw with referenoo to those children 
who entered those houses without vessels? — Very fre- 
quently wo bavo thought it quite possible there might 
be bottles. We have often seen a bottle, which is not 
a vessel, hut the children might have been sent for any 
other purpose. 

60.878. You must have had n meaning when you gave 
the figures of tho children who entered n public-house 
without a vessel or without anything to lead you to a 
conclusion? — Our meaning was this, that in our city 
there are other reasons for the children entering. They 
maybe going to bny groceries. Tho ohildren might 
be sent for a lawful purpose to bay groceries, but we 
consider ibnono the loss an evil tints they should bo 
mixed up with tho public-houso. 

60.879. 1 tako those figures os referring to public- 
houses. I did not think' your romurk hero applied to 
grocers at all? — All those public-houses are grocers* 
shops. All tho houses that wo wntchod have also a 
grocer’s shop attached to them. In every one of the 
instances you will boo written up family grocers ; tea, 
coffee, and everything that is in a grocer’s shop will bo 
in these public-houses. 

60.880. With reference to children entering a public- 
house, thero aro a variety of causes that might lead 
them there. It is not unusual to send for a postage 
stamp, and there are other things children are sent for 
to a public-house besides fetching beer and spirits? — 
That is why we were particular to count those who did 
go to fetch beer and spirits. 

■“Mile 60,881. I should like to ask you another question 
'Jba- with referenoo to this child drunkard. May wo accept 
~ 4 the paper you hnvo read with referenoo to that case as 
a doctor’s certificate? — This is a pamphlet already 
published. 

60.882. Is it tho doctor’s certificate of the casoP— 
Tea, I tliinlc it is tho medical report of the oaso read 
boforo the Medical Association. 

60.883. Is that signed by the doctor P — Hia name is 
to it. 

.60,884. I want to know if ho signed the paper — if he 
has given it as a certificate of the case P — He read this 
paper himself. 


60,885. What is the doctor’s name P —Dr. More 
Madden, a very woll known man in onr city, and I may 
say it was the strong representations made by Dr. More 
Madden about the condition of tho children of Dublin 
mat made ono feel that wo were bound to bring tho 


state of affairs before the public on account of the 
mischief to the ohildren. 

60.886. Giving this very elaborate statement of tho 
case of this boy, it represented a large number of others, 
did it P — In this pamphlet there are 11 somewhat similar 
cases reported, and not only by Dr. More Madden bat by 
Sir Francis Cruise, another very eminent man. Thero 
is a case reported by him here, and I bavo letters 
from Sir Francis Cruise and Dr. More Madden on the 
subject expressing their opinion of the great mischief of 
children getting drink. They are both eminent men. 

60.887. (Mr. Roberts.) I notice in the pamphlet con- 
taining the address of this eminent doctor in Dublin, 
Dr. More Madden, that he recites a case based on his 
own experience on page 6. He points out that on ono 
occasion, audthatunfortonately not an exceptional one : 

“ I saw three children, all under 10 or 11 years of ago, 

“ reeling drunk out of a public-house in one of our 
“ leading thoroughfares on a Sunday afternoon. One 
“ was unable to stand unaided. Another was vomiting 
“ ac tho door of tho gin-palace, and was using filthy 
“ imprecations.” Apparently, therefore, lio bad per- 
sonal experience of what he was talking about? — Yes. 

60.888. There is one question I should like to ask you 
upon this table. Mr. Hyelop has asked you why you 
made a distinction between those with cans and pots 
and those without. I want to ask you whether it is 
likely that a largo proportion of those not apparently 
having tins or cans would be buying groceries on 
Sunday night ? Is Sunday night the usual time for 
sending ohildren to bny gr oceries for fmnilypurpasos P 
— I do not think it is usual but in the poor neighbour- 
hoods they do not mind sending out for tea and sugar 
ac any time. They might have done so, but I think it is 
just as probable tn«*y wore carrying drink, but I believe 
they did not receive it in a vessel. We were careful 
not to take a note of it, and wo thought it wise to 
make the distinction. 

60.889. (Mr. Whittaker.) If two ohildren wont together 
from the same house one would carry the jug, or what- 
ever it was, and the other would be without f— Yes. 

60.890. That would account for some of them being 
without vessels ? — Yes. Sometimes three would go 
togother. They like going. 

60.891. (Mr. Grinling.) I think you stated that yon 
did not count the children who went together; if two 
went together you oountod them as one ? — Wo counted 
one carrying the vessel and one without. 

60.892. (Mr. Whittaker.) I understood they were not 
counted when they wont in twos P — No. 

60.893. (Chairman.) Or when they went in and out 
of the house ? — No, wo did not conut those children we 
saw not going on a message. 

60.894. (Mr. Whittaker.) Then I think yon told us 
that there was an arrangement in many houses by 
which, if customers wont in at what appeared to be a 
private door, thoy found facilities insido for tho supply 
of liquor ? — Yes. 

60.895. May I gather from that thnt a great many 
people who go into public-houses are ashamed of going 
in, and like to find secret ways where it will not bo 
known they are going into public-honses ? Is that tho 
reason for theso private doors ? — I thiuk so. Perhaps 
I may say how I was led to find out about those private 
doors — it might answer your question. It was a lady 
of a very good social position who had got under tho 
power of drink. She was trying to make a struggle 
against it, and a friend of my own who was trying to 
help her in that way observed her turn tho handle and 
go into what seemed to her the private dwelling-house 
of one of those houses — I have a picture of it here — and 
when she came out my friend asked her why she had 
gone in there, and she said, “ That is a private way ; 

yon do not suppose that I would stand at the bar 
“ with other people.” She was a lady in a very good 
social position, and one that wo should like to protect. 
The mischief of this is that they offer such facilities 
for ladies and others privately drinking, and becaase they 
are scarcely open to police supervision. The police- 
man would hardly turn tho handle of a dwelling-house 
and go in. I have myself been in nine of those places. 

60.896. May I tako it that this trade about whose 
respeotability we have heard so much is not ashamed 
to provide private facilities for people to obtain liqnor 
when they aro obviously ashamed to obtain it, and that 
thoy facilitate peoplo in doing that which they aro 
ashamed of doing? — It seemed to me very dreadful 

X 2 
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Cratcforii. havo two pictures hero of tliesc private doors. They 
are only just the hall doors of tho dwelling-house. 

27 April’6 8 gg ,897. Would you allow mo to look at themP — Yoa 
- ( handing in same). Ono of thorn is in ono of tho very 

host neighbourhoods of Dublin inhabited by tho elite. 

60.898. (ViscountdeVesei.) Is that the private entrance 
door P— It seems to be the entrance to the dwolling- 
house. 

60.899. (Mr. Roberts.) Is this the door on the loft- 
hand side? — There is a little star indicating it — the 
hall door. There is no indication that it is a bar. Very 
often, in other casos, “ private bar ” is written up. 

60.900. (Viscount dc Fcsci.) Does tho licenso in that 
caso attach to the whole building ?— I believe there is 
nothing illegal in it. I believe it is perfectly legal. 

60.901. (Dean Dickinson.) Tho drink was 3old in the 
hall P — YeB. 

60.902. Tbati8 not usually inoluded in the licenso ? 
—I do not think it makes any matter, whether it is 
illogal or not. 

60.903. (Mr. Whittaker.) Tho publican evidently 
knows that these people who use these places would 
be ashamed to go in the ordinary entrance? — i 
think bo. 

60.904. He provides facilities for them to do secretly 
what ho knows they arc ashamed of doing? — It looks 
like that. 

60.905. Doe3 not that striko you as a reflection on 
tho moral character of tho publican? — It seems very 
bad. 


years of age that are inebriates and that on the evidence 
I think of a medical raanP — Excuse me, those cases r' 
that I mentioned of those two girls were not the cases Cnr ^- 
alluded to by the medical men. They were cases which 
n friend of mine knows personally. I have their names 
hero. 


60,915. My question, then, is notwithstanding yoni 
great industry yon havo only discovered in a popula- 
tion, I think, of about 370, 000, two girls under 14 years 

of age who have been intemperate. Is that correct P 

Those are the only two cases that I sufficiently know 
the particulars of to put down. I have the names and 
all about those cases, but the same lady and a great 
many other people know there aro a great many more, 
and, as I tell yon, these eminent doctors give "ll cases 
of something similar in this pamphlet. I saw myself, on 
last Easter Monday, a group of boys, I should think all 
under 18- There were quite a dozen of them, and I 
think without any exception they were all under the 
influence of drink, three of thorn so badly so that tho 
others, though they were drunk themselves, were 
obliged to support them. I sow that last Easter 
Monday, and you can see it on every holiday now in 
Dublin. 


Child mes- 60,906. (3fr. Grinling.) However much one may agree 
sengere to with you as to the desirability or undesirability of 
public- - ’ — - - 


children being sent to public-houses, yon do recognise 
that them arc great difficulties surrounding tho ques- 
tion P — I do. 


60.916. Young boys run frolicking about the streets. 
Aro yon quite sure they were tipsy P— -They were as much 
tips}- as any grown people ever were. It was very 
awful to look at, to me — very terrible. 

60.917. I am only struck with the infinitesimal num- 
ber you bring up in corroboration of your position. 
With reference to those two children that became 
drunkards, in what station of life are theyP — They 
aro poor people. 

60.918. I think you said the mother of ono of them 
was intemperate P — Yes. The children of temperate 
people do not generally dovelop-that habit. 

60.919. It may be heredity P — It may be — doubtless it 


60,907. And, as a lady engaged very largely in 
philanthropic work, you havo met with difficulties ? — 
Yes. 


60,908. Take the case cf a working man — because 


60,920. You are ascribing this matter to the sending 
the children for drink. Is that consistent? — I am quite 
aware that heredity is responsible for a great deal, but 
I take it that we, as Christian people, think that n 


case very often clears up these difficulties. He goes to should try to make it safer for weak people, and that 


work, say, at 7 o’clock and comes homo at 12 o'clock to 
his dinner. The wife is employed in tidying up tho 
house, and in many cases lias work to do besides. Tho 
man comes home to his dinnor, and part of his dinner, 
os I suppose you would agree, iB a pint of boor. Tho 
wife is engaged in cooking and preparing his dinner 


should increase tho safeguards, especially for tho 
children, and make efforts and sacrifices. 1 believe, 
and those associated with mo believe, that we should 
strain a point and make every offort to make tho world 
safer for the children. 


w -0,921. Certainly, and logically yon would arguo that 

and doing the housework. Sho has a child, say, of yon should lock up tho ptiolio-housos altogether. That 


13 years old. Do you think it would be possible 
entirely to do away with the use of that child as a 
messenger P — I believe it ia difficult at present, but I 
think the danger and mischief aro so very great that the 
difficulty should be met. 

60.909. Your view is that you would like to do any- 
thing within reason to discourage the use of the child 
for those purposes ? — I would. 

60.910. You do admit there aro circumstances and 
always will bo ciroumstauces whore it is impossible to 
avoid, it P — From inquiries amongst some very respect- 
able working women that I know very well I know 


would be the proper position for you to take if you 
were logical in the matter? — Yos. 

60.922. Take away the liberty of tho people and lock 
up the houses P — I am quite aware that the attempt to 
do anything beyond public opinion generally ends in 
disaster, and I am not saying I am advocating that. 

60.923. Can you give the names of the public-houses 
into which these children wont ? — I have the index 
hero to tho map, but wo did not think it was desirable 
or necessary that individuals should be specified. I do 
not know if that is correct, but I havo it for my own 

I have tho addrees of every house. I have thorn 


that they havo the habit of. sending their children to indexed and we know exactly where the bouses were. 


the public-houses for groceries, and that is one of tho 
mischiefs that one must call attention to, that in tho 
poorer neighbourhoods there is nowhere else to send 
them than to the public-house, and I know women who 
object to it very much; but they are forced to send 
thoir children to’tho public-honse. 

60,911. I am only trying to pioturc the condition of a 
working man’s household. Ho comes home from his 
work and wants his dinner, and with his dinner ho 
wants his pint of beer. Tho wife is busy at work, and 
perhaps sho has half a dozen children to attend to, end 
she cannot go for it Does not that suggest naturally 
shut the child must be employed under certain cir- 


60.924. I think yon will agree with me at all events 
that these public-houses — to use a phrase we are accus- 
tomed to in Ireland — arc doing a roaring business when 
you con get 65 applications for drink in an hour. They 
must be doing a large business ? — I expoct they sell a 
good deal more than 66 in on hour. That 65 covered o 
great many houses. The average entering one houso 
would be 65 in an hour, and in one case there wero 190 
children entered in an hour. 

60.925. They are doing a good business in Dublin P— 

I am sorry to say they are. 

60.926. (Sir Charles Cameron.) Those two photo- Grow" 


uuuu wic uuuu luuai, ub uiuuiuyuu uuuer certain cir- ; ' , “ , , , . • . n _. 

oumatances ?— Yes. I think there are difficulties tfraphs you have handed in represent grocers ?-nnt 


besetting everything of tho kind, but they are not 
insuperable. 


they are pnblic-houses also. 


fiabHcso* 


Juvenile 

drunken- 


60.912. As far as possible you would like to discourage 
tho practice P — Certainly. 

60.913. (Mr. Youruj.) I take it your societies are very 
industrious, as I think this paper of yours testifies ? — 
Yes. 

60,914 Although you havo been very industrious yon 
have only given to na tho c^ge-s of two girls under H 


,927. They arc liconsed grocers and sell drink, of 
course. I think 1 am right in saying that under tho 
license that a grocer would havo— unless he has a pub- 
lican’s license — he is not cntitlod to soli for consump- 
tion on the premises P — All these family grocers havo 
publicans’ licenses. 

60,928. (Mr. Grinling .) Thoso aro houses where the 
sale of liquor is for consumption on? — Yes, on tho 
premises. 
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60.929. They have nothing to do -with consumption 
off? — Not with what we call a spirit grocer’s license in 
any sense. 

60.930. (Sir Charles Cameron.) They are licenses for 
consumption on? — Y sb, on the premises. 

60.931. You know in other parts of the kingdom the 
grocer’s license does not permit of consumption on the 
premises ? — I do. 

60.932. I suppose even that would be a great prac- 
tical reform that you would advocate ? — The abolition 
of the spirit grocer’s license. 

60.933. The abolition of lioenses to grocers permitting 
sale on the premises? — Yes. 

60.934. A restriction of grocers' licenses to selling off 
the premises? — At present the restriction on spirit 
grocers’ licenses is to sell entirely off the premises. 
If you mean not granting a publican’s license to a man 
who has a grocery establishment we think that would 
be very desirable. 

60.935. (Dean Dicltinson.) The Bei>aration oE the two ? 
— Yes, very desirable. 

60.936. ( Sir Charles Cameron.) That is a very strong 
point in your platform ?— Yes, especially in dealing 
with yonng women, the wives of tho working classes. 

60.937. There is another point. In other parts of the 
kingdom in connection with the issue of publicans’ 
licenses — that is for sale on the premises — tho authori- 
ties are very careful about the matter of entrances and 
so on. In many places they will not permit back 
entrances and they regulate all these things very care- 
fully. That does not appear to be the case in Dublin. 
Has any representation been made against these private 
entrances ? — I am not aware that any representation 
has been made. 


60,938. You say they ara so common that yon have 
seen yourself nine of them ? — Yes. It is very common 
to have this drink in halls, and they have it announcod 
by the words “ private bar ” on tho hall door in mauy 
cases, but in the cases I specially allude to there was no 
such notice on tho hall door. 


Dr. More 60,939. — You said that you had letters from Sir 

Ksdden Francis Cruise and Dr. More Madden P — Yes. 
vrSia 60,940. Have you any objection to handing those in ? 
' ' 1 ' — No. The letters were addressed to Miss Barrett, tho 
aiBter of Professor Barrett. 

60,941. ( Dean Dicltinson.) Who has a Home for 
children ? — Yes. Miss Barrett wrote to Dr. More 
Madden asking if he had anything further to state 
on this subject, and he roplies : — 

* * 35, Merrion Square, Dublin, 

“ March 31st, 1898. 

“Dear Madam, 

“ In reply to your letter of to-day, I return tho 
questions von sent mo, which I have answered as far as 
1 could. I need hardly say that I fully sympathize 
with all efforts to diminish alcoholism amongst children. 
But I fear that it would bo impossible for mo to add 
much, if anything, to what I havo already written on 


this subject. In a paper published some time ago by 
the Temperance Publication Society (of which I enclose 
a copy) , yon will find an abstract of ray views on this 
question, and of some of the cases on which those 
opinions were founded. If you think any of theso 
likely to be useful in the evidence yon are preparing 
for the Royal Commission they are at your disposal. 

“Believe me, dear Madam, 

“ Yours very faithfully, 

“ Thos. Mor.E Madden. 

“ Statistics are quite out of my power.’ 

60.942. It was in that way you got Dr. More Madden’s 
paper, from which you cited the cases ? — No, wo hod 
got tho facts of Dr. More Maddcu's observations before 
that. This was written just before I came away, and 
I have also one from Sir Francis Cruise. 

60.943. (Dean Dicltinson.) Will you give ns that 
letter ? — Yes. Sir Francis Cruise writes : — 

“ Merrion Square "West, 

“ Dear Miss Barrett, Dublin. 

‘ ‘ Nothing is more necessary in tho great struggle 
against intemperance than to secure children from all 
intoxicating drinks. I dare say you have seen in 
Dr. More Madden's paper on this subject a case which 
I contributed illustrating this point. Children, unlike 
animals, appear to have an inborn taste for alcohol. 
Dip a finger in toddy or punch and you will see tho 
youngest infant suck it greedily, while tho brute will 
turn from it in disgust. In my opinion no alcoholic 
drink should be given to a child, unless as a modicine 
or under competent direction. Not alone does it risk 
their complete demoralisation, but it is injurious to tho 
physical development of children, injuring the nervous 
system and digestive organs, and laying the foundation 
of liver and kidney disease. 

“I remain, yours faithfully, 

“ F. R. Cruise. 

“ P.S. — I have put but in a few words my views 
touching children and alcoholic drinks, and I enclose a 
slip from ‘ The Tablet,’ a Catholic paper of position, 
on the subject.” 

60.944. Sir Francis Cruise is one of the most eminent 
doctors in Dublin ? — Yes. 

60.945. (Sir Charles Cameron.) You have quoted tho 
case that Sir Francis Cruise refers to P— Yes. 

, 60,946. In connexion with these visits of children to 
public-houses, I suppose the vessel that you refer to 
would he a can for beer ? — Usually a can, but I have 
sometimes seen children carrying away small bottles — 
what they call noggin bottles, or half-pint bottles — and 
tboso observing saw children drink from those half-pint 
bottles. 

60.947. The vessel was of such a nature that it would 
indicate beer or spirits? — I have seen littlo children 
getting small bottles, and tho bottles had whisky in thorn. 

60.948. Have you visited any of theso children’s 
homes ?— No. We did not wish in taking theso obser- 
vations to do anything of that kind, because we simply 
wanted to prove that phase of tlio question — tlio 
fetching. Wo did not follow it up, 


The witness withdrew. 


Mr. Timothy C. Harrington, M.P., called in and examined. 
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60.949. (Chairman.) You, as wo know, aro Member of 
Parliament for tho Harbour Division of Dublin City P — 
Yes, since 1885. 

60.950. You sat previously for Westmeath F— Yes. 

60.951. You have acquired a considerable knowledge 
of the licensing laws and their operation P — Yes ; for 
that time I havo had considerable experience through 
all Ireland, but of course I am most intimate with 
Dublin ; and it is rather to Dublin I should wish to 
direct my evidence chiefly . 

60.952. Do you think that in Dublin we have gone as 
far as we could in the direction of limitation either on 
Saturday or Sunday ? — I am afraid any farther limita- 
tion will rather increase than diminish the evil of 
drunkenness. I have observed that every time a Royal 
Commission is sitting and ovory time a Sunday Closing 
Bill is on the point of passing there is an increaso both 
in tho number of arrests for drunkenness and in the 
number of clubs, some of which arc generally regarded 
as bogus clubs. 


60.953. Gould you summarise your objections to any 
further restriction ? — I should put them under four 
heads. First, I say it is exceptional legislation, and I do 
not believe with reference to Dublin, and I think with 
reference to Ireland generally, that any case is made 
out for exceptional legislation in the matter of the 
licensing law. 

60.954. May I say, with regard to that, that you are 
aware that the wnolo system of law is in that sense 
exceptional with reference to the licensed trade, and 
therefore by itself it would not be a weighty argument ? 
— That is so. Tho whole system is exceptional, but I 
am speaking of its being exceptional with reference to 
one particular district or one particular country. I say 
the oase of Ireland does not present any featoro which 
requires exceptional legislation in the matter of 
temperance. I do not believe, taking the city of 
Dublin, that the people are any more given to drunken- 
ness than they are in any of the other large cities of 
the United Kingdom. 

X 3 
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Mr. T. C. 60,955. Bub it is to bo remarked that thero is Sunday 
Barring- closing in Scotland ancl Wales, and therefore the 
ton, M.P. exceptional legislation would rather be bringing Dublin 
“ — “ up to the level of the other countries? — Yes, in some 

2 7 April 9 8 0 f the countries, not in all. 

Shebeens 60,956. Will you kindly pursue your reasons ?— I 
and home- bolievc the dosing of respectable public-houses kept 
drinking, under strict supervision by the police, where the police 
have tho right to enter and where the publican lias a 
position which he has to defend and has a great in- 
terest at stake, will lend to the increase of drinking in 
shebeen houses of a much more dangerous character 
both to health and to morals. I do not believe 
that the total closing of public-houses on Sundays 
will materially diminish — it may to some small extent 
diminish— the amount of drunkenness or the arrests 
for drunkenness. I do not believe it will to any 
material extent, for I think tho facilities for 
drink will still remain whatever you do, and tho 
facilities for drunkenness arc likely to be quite as great. 
My fourth reason for opposing any further legislation 
is that amongst the working population, for whom this 
legislation seems chiefly intended, there is really no 
desire and no demand for it. 1 am aware that there 
are a groat many active temperance societies in Ireland, 
us there are elsewhere. They have a special capacity 
for multiplying themselves. They appear in different 
1 forms in one piaco and in another. They are a tem- 
pcronco society iu one place and a philanthropic associa- 
tion in another, and they pass various resolutions ; but 
amongst tho general body of working people I see no 
desire and no demand for increased restriction. 

60.957. The subject has been before the Dublin 
public before. Have there been any protestations 
mode on behalf of the working classes by any meet- 
ings P — There haYe been witnesses examined on former 
occasions, and resolutions of trade bodies and trade 
societies, and of course these are the people for whom 
this legislation is intended. 

60.958. ( Dean Dickinson.) No ? — If it is not intended 
for tho working bodies, then you must propose to go 
into the clubs nud private houses, and stop tho drinking 
in private houses, and I do not think anybody proposes 
to do that. 

Drunken- 60,959. (Chairmun.) Do you consider Dublin to bo at 
ness in all prominent in the way of drunkenness? — No, I do 

Dublin. n ot. I think that Dublin, as all tho rest of Ireland, is 

materially improving in the matter of temperance. 
Tho aiToats in Dublin may appear to bo larger than iu 
some of the other cities of the United Kingdom, but 
thoro are two circumstances which to my min d go far 
to oxplain that. In Irelnud we are not tho same strict 
observers of tho Sabbath that tho people are in tho 
othor countries of tho United Kingdom. A groat 
many of our sports and pastimes takes place on Sundays. 
The population nro more 'largely out of doors ou Sun- 
days than they aro in tho other large cities of the 
United Kingdom, and consequently there will bo, 
under those circumstances, a larger proportion of 
persons who will take drink or will appear in tho public 
streets under the influence of drink. There is another 
circumstanco which I think I ought to mention to 
tho Commission, and it is this, that I think the police of 
Dublin and tho police generally speaking of Ireland have 
a different standard for arrests for drunkenness than what 
they have in the othor parts of tho United Kingdom, and 
so far from agreeing with one of the witnesses hero to- 
day, Tather Furlong, that there is any need for inciting 
them to further activity, I think the tendency is to be 
u littlo over active, and that tho statistics are increased 
by their activity. 

Arrest for 60,960. With reference to tho activity of the police, 
simple is it possible in Dublin to arrosfc for simple drunken- 
drunken- noss? — Y ob, thoy can arrest for simple drunkenness, 

ness. That is tho offence — simple drunkenncBs in the public 
streets, and all those statistics you are dealing with aro 
not oases of drunk and disorderly conduct but simple 
drunkenness, a proportion of thorn being disorderly 
conduct. 

60.961. (MY. Whiltaker.) Drank and incapable? — 
Drunk — thero is no need to be incapable. Appearing 
drank on the public streets is an offence. 

60.962. {Chairman.) The reason I asked that question 
was that we have had evidence upon this from Mr. 
Dunbar Barton. The question was as to the power of 
arrest for mere drunkenness, and Mr. Barton stated that 
there was a power of arrest under the old Licensing 
Act of 1836, but that aa authority had recently stated 
that that Act was ropoulod, and his words arc: 
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“ There is no power of arrest fur mere drunkenness y 
any longer”? — All I can say is the practice in the 
police courts is entirely in contradiction of that, because 
tho oharge of the police made day after day is simple I ° R ’ 
drunkenness, and undoubtedly men are even- day 
charged, and those cases are reported to Parliament as 
cases of drunkenness on the pulilic streets. 

60.963. I may say the authority was the county court 
judge of Donegal, and I only thought it necessary to 
refer to that as nil expression of a legal oo inion. Yon 
do not agree to that ? — I do not agree to that. I have 
seen men arrested for nothing excepting the more 
appearance of drunkenness in theipublic street, men whom 
I considered perfectly capable of going to their home3. 

60.964. Therefore tho disparity which appears on tho Drunken, 
surface, between the drunkenness of Dublin, and some ness jdj" 
other cities may be in part owing to tho fact that tho the police, 
police are more aotive, and arrest people for simple 
drunkenness, where iu other towns they would be let 

off ?— Yea, and so far as I can understand the activity 
of tho police is their discipline. At tho present time 
every policeman ill Dublin is, I believe, supposed to 
have five cases :t mouth. That does not mean cases of 
drunkenness, but every policeman is supposed to show 
a certain amount of activity. 

60,905. I suppose it is not nn injunction to the polico 
from any superior authority that they must show fivo 
cases per month ? — I think it is. I understand that a 
circular has been issued to tho Dublin police. I hope, 
if the Reverend Dean disputes my evidence 

50.966. {Dean Du kinson.) Ido not dispute it. Ideuy 
itP — If you deny it, I hope you will ask the Commis- 
sioner of Police to come hero to be examined. Now I 
state, ou information which I believe to bo absolutely 
accurate, that a circular- has been issued to the polico 
pointing out to tho police that in tho opinion of the 
.superior officer of the police — I do not at all differ wi th 
him in doing it, and I am making no complaint of it, 
but lam explaining what I believe to be the disparity 
in the figures between Dublin and elsewhere — every 
policeman ought to have at least five cases a month. 

That does not moan fivo cases of drunkenness or prose- 
cutions of publicans, but cases of drunkenness and 
prosecutions of publicans come in, and I merely men- 
tion tho fact to show that that may increase the number 
there ns well as it would of any other statistics of 
prosecutions. 

60.967. Who issued the circular P— My information 
is it was issued by tho Commissioner of Polico in 
Dublin, Mr. Jones. 

60.968. (Chairman.) Is it of recent date? — My infor- 
mation is within tho last month. 

00,969. (Dean DiolitHstm.) May I nsk whero you got 
that infm-mation ? — That 1 conld not toll yon. I 
merely throw it out. If my information is not reliable 
it will bo contradicted. I regard my information os 
sufficiently reliable to warrant mo iu offering evidence 
to the Commission on it. 

63.970. (Chairman.) That stimulus was only given 
within the last month, and would not account for the 
arrests for drunkenness before tliat period? — This 
stimulus in one form or another lias been before tho 
police of Ireland for many years past. It is quite a 
custom in Ireland to call a policeman out on parade 
who lias not had a certain number of cases in a 
certain time, and ask him why he has not shown 
activity, and that has had the very same affect as a 
circular of that kind issued to the Metropolitan police. 

60.971. Is it your opinion that any further restriction Further 
on liceusod houses would tend to promote drunkenness ? re* trie- 
— A further restriction may net tend to increase tho uon. 
number of arrests for drunkenness directly, but it would 
promote, to my mind, an increase of drunkenness in the 
private family, drunkenness iu tho club, and in the 
shebeen house. 

60.972. In support of that, would you say that tho 
arrests on Saturday and Sunday in Dublin are not 
traceable to pnblic-honses ? — A large proportion of them 
are not traceable to public-houses. The greater propor- 
tion of arrests botwoon 8 o’clock on Sunday and 8 o’clock 
tbo following Monday rooming take place at hours at 
which tho publio-houses aro not open at all. That does 
not perhaps dispose of all the arrests that might be 
traceable to tho public-houses, but undoubtedly a very 
largo proportion of theso aro in my mind produced by 
drinking in clubs and in shobccn houses, and my chief 
objection to restrictive legislation is that I believe 
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jfr T. C. both those institutions will largely increase when you 
farri«<i- shut up the legitimate public-houses, that are under 
.... jf.jp. polico supervision. On that head I may point out, in 
support of what I state, that in 1888 there was a Sele ct 
Committee to inquire into tho operation of the licensing 
laws, and further legislation was regarded almost as a 
certainty ; and in 1889 the convictions for drunkenness 
ran up to 15,01-9, higher than they had been any year 
for tho previous 20 years with the exception of 1878, the 
very year in which the Sunday Closing Act had passed, 
s'-fbtens 60,978. 1888 was the Committee f — Yes ; and leg is- 
ud bogus lotion was regarded ns almost certain in 1889 as a result 
jjnbs. of the Committee, and the result was an enormous 
increase in shebeen drinking and a large increase in 
clubs, some of which wore perfectly bogus. 

(50,974-. In anticipation of tho coming change ? — Yes. 
60,975. (7 lean Dickinson.) Those Bhebcen end bogus 
clubs were suppressed P — No. Some of the clubs have 
been suppressed. The shebeens have not been sup- 
pressed. .Some, of course, have been, and many of 
them that started with the idea of doing a l)ig trade 
under a further restiictivelaw did not find the trade was 
so profitable to them. 

j^l,. 60,97ii. The suppression of bogns clubs proved they 

bl-hop w ' cre brought under police supervision f — Bogus clubs 
Wtkh on have been, but in dealing with chibs I find it a great 
lops difficulty, nnd so will the authorities and the legislature 
daks. find it a great difficulty, to draw the line between a 
legitimate club and one started aa a bogus club. 

60.977. (Chairman.) Did tho existence of these bogus 
clubs draw any opinion from Archbishop Walsh ? — It 
did. Ho wns entirely opposed to further restriction. 
Ho declared in a public letter in 1898 that ho “was 
“ opposed to any further restrictions on tho licensed 
“ trade in Dublin so long as the system of absolutely 
“ unlicensed trading in bogus clubs is allowed by law 
“ to continue.” 

60.978. I suppose you would recognise the fnct that 
tho police would he able to deal with bogus clubs, and 
havo dealt with them in Dublin P— They have dealt 
with the lower class of bogus clubs, hut I think the 
police never can deal, so long os clubs are allowed to 
exist, at all effectually with the club question. 

60.979. Has Archbishop "Walsh iBsned any further 
utterance on that question sinco the expression of 
opinion to which you have referrod ? — I am not aware 
that he bus. 

60.980. What was the dato of Archbishop Walsh's 
intimation on that subject P — It was, I think, in 1898, 
.or shortly after. 

Mer 60,981. What is your opinion upon earlier Saturday 
fbdag on dosing ? — On that question 1 think it would be impossible 
Sitnnlayt*.' to effect any real reform by carliov closing of the houses 
on Saturday. You cannot alter the habits of the peoplo. 
They will not go home if you shut the public-houses at 
9 o’clock on Saturday night, and they will not retire 
to their beds at that hour. Those who are disposed to 
have drink will undoubtedly havo recourse either to 
the clubs that are established, or help in tho establish- 
ment of new clubs, or have recourse to shebeens, which 
are still more dangorous than either clubs or public- 
houses. 

60.982. (Vismmtdt Vesci.) Would it modify your view 
as to the inconvenience to the public of earlier Saturday 
closing, if there was a separation of the trade in 
grocories and draperies and intoxicants proper P — So far 
as Dublin is concerned, that would practically be 
altering almost every house in the trade in Dublin. 
Almost every honso in Dublin is a mixed trado, so fur 
as the grocers and ordinary pnblic-honse business is 
concerned, bnt I cannot see myself — and I mn)' nay I 
have been all my life a teetotaler and a rigid teetotaler, 
and have never tastccl beer or wine or spirits — the 
justification for tho policy of preventing the working 
man if ho is in tho habit of taking a drink, taking it at 
9 o’clock, or after 9 on Saturday night in Dublin, when 
every other man in a similar town in the United 
Kingdom can do it. I cannot see that any case is 
mode out to stop a man in Dublin from doing it if he is 
not stopped anywhere olsc. I may sav I have seen more 
drunkenness in Glasgow on one Saturday night than I 
havo seen in half tho yoiu-in Dublin on Saturday nights. 

60.983. My question rather pointed to tho foci of the 
inconvenience that would lie caused to the habits, and 
the dislocation of tho habits, among tho great mass of 
the people. Do they do their shopping on Saturday 
night ?— They do all their shopping on Saturday night. 


It is only the skilled artisan in Dublin who breaks off Mr. T. C. 
for the half-holiday on Saturday. Harring- 

60,984-. (Chairman.) But are they paid their wages on to n ' 
tho previous day ? — Some are, but not sill. In a great 27Apri!’98 
many working establishments they are paid the wages p 
on Saturday, and in some cases the men arc working a 
distance ont of the city, and they have to travel homo. 

They have to work till 6 o’clock on Saturdays — the 
unskilled labourers and those engaged in discharging 
vessels along the quay. They ure a large proportion of 
my constituency, wliich ex tends on both sides of the river. 

60,985. (Viscount lie Vesci.) With regard to the shopping Mixed 
part of the question, yon think it would be impossible to trades on 
separate tho trades inDublm ? — I do not think you could licensed 
do it. Practically you would have to revolutionise the premises, 
whole trade in Dublin as it exists. I may say that with 
regard to some working men, it would be impossible for 
them to get their marketing done by 9 o'clock on 
Saturday. They return a distance of two or three miles 
from their work. Then they take supper and clean 
themselves and turn out to do business, often with their 
wives, and if you shut tho grocers’ shops on them, you 
do not give them an opportunity of doing it, and then 
they havo to buy the drink and keep it in their house?. 

Many of them having only one or two rooms, where it 
would ho open to all members of the family, 1 doubt 
whether you would do anything better by having it 
exposed to tho children in the honso than having tho 
children going out for it on Sundays. 

60.986. (Chairm/m.) What is tho rule amongst the Clubs, 
groat mass of the working population inDublin ? What 
hour do they go to bed ? — They do noil go to bed, I think 

yon may take it, till after 11 o'clock certainly. I may 
say that I visit a great deal in my own couatnueucy, anil 

1 see clubs in full working order, and men unto 1 and 

2 o’clock on Saturday nights, and I think these clubs 
are a much greater evil to social life, and a greater injury 
to theso men nnd their families than the public-houses, 
whore the wife can find out the husband if ho is there, 
and where she can go in herself, or a member of the 
family eau go iu and find him. 

60.987. How would yon deal with the clubs?— That 
is a great difficulty. I think it would be veiy hard for 
the legislature to draw a line between tho dubs that 
onght not to bo interfered with and the other clubs that 
ought to he. 

00,988. It would not be difficult for tho legislature to 
draw a distinction between a bond fide club, no matter 
in what class of society it may be, and a bogus club ? — 

That would ho very easy, but I mean this : If you limit 
it by the payment of subscriptions — if you put the sub- 
scription at a certain rate, it would be very hard on tho 
working man to increase tho subscription he should 
pay to his club, and if you ouco allow them at a low 
subscription, you open the door to the establishment of 
a nnmlxsr of bogus clubs. 

60.989. I only meant to imply that the lowness or 
tho subscription would bo a presumption against tho 
legality of the club P — Yes, that is so; but then tho 
danger is that you would get one kind of legislation for 
the wealthy man able to pay a good subscription, and 
shut out the working man, who ought to have his dub 
to meet his friends socially. 

60.990. You would not license the clubs P— No, I do 
not tliink you can lieenBO them. I think that wonld bo 
strongly resented. 

60.991. Could you by a system of registration impose 
such conditions precedent to registration as if not com- 
plied with hi practice, after being ostensibly complied 
with, would subject the club to police entry at- any 
moment? — I am not at all in favour of givmg facilities 
for the formation of clubs. My whole argument is, that 
by restrictions on the public-houses you turn fieoplc to 
the clubs, and the establishment of bam in clubs. On 
tho other hand, if the public-houses are not closed 
within certain hours, tho temptation to establish bars in 
clubs is very small. 

60.992. I understand you do not wish to go back on 
the present state of things, but you are against any 
further restriction. Under tho presont state of things 
dubs do exist, and that is tho reason I asked you what 
i-emcdial legislation you were in favour of for' altering 
tho state of things in the present clubs? — I mnst 
confess I do not see my way to any legislation that wonld 
improve the present state of things. 

60.993. You would see no means of giving greater police 
facilities for the detection of mere drinking clubs P— Of entry into 

X 4 clube. 
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Mr. T. C. course that can be done by throwing the clubs open to 
Horring- tbo inspection of the police, but I think every clos9 of 
ton, M.P. society will resent that strongly. If yon have a working- 

man’s club open to the inspection of the police, you 

27 April *98 must, if yoa want to be consistent, throw the gentle* 

man's club open quite as much, and I think you will 

find the gentlemen will strongly resent such inter- 
ference with thorn, and the working men would follow 
their example. 


60,994. Do you think the working men would resent 
the police entry, because they would think it would be 
a different thing in their clubs to what it would be if 
the police went into the Carlton or any other of the 
great clubs? — I am afraid there would be a strong 
opposition in Ireland to giving the police any further 
power of entry in tlieir clubs or houses than what they 
have at the present tame, or what they can get by 
swearing information. To some extent, of course, the 
political condition of the country and political questions 
eutor into this, and it would cause strong opposition to 
give them further power of examining. 

Increased 60,995. ( Sir Charles Cameron.) You mentioned that 
arrests for when ft Royal Commission was sitting with a Sunday 
drunken- Closing Bill to the front, you had a notable increase of 

ness. the statistics of drunkenness in Ireland. Has there 

been anything of that sort in connection with the 
present Commission? — I do not think wo have the 
statistics. There is no legislation proposed in con- 
nection with the present Commission now. 


60.996. This Commission has beon sitting for over 
two years now ? — I have not got the figures which deal 
with it, but it is quite possible there may have been. 

60.997. You mentioned a Commission, but it appears 
it was not a Commission but iv Select Committoc to 
which the Bill was referred ? — Yes, it was a Select 
Committee, and legislation was regarded in Ireland es 
pretty certain at that time. Everybody in Ireland 
believed at that time that legislation was sure to 
follow. There was one matter I did not mention in answer 
to the Chairman, if you will permit me to give it now. 
Thero was a point referred to by Mr. Rnssell which 1 
should like to direct the attention of the Commission 
to. He spoke of the vote of the Irish representatives 
on the question of Sunday closing, and seemed to think 

Irish vote the Irish vote wns not of importance. I have taken oat 
on Sunday tiro figures of the Irish vote. Taking the division on 
closing. this question in 1890 for the Sunday Closing Bill, the 
ayes were 24-2, the noes 78; the majority 164. The 
total Irish vote thee was 42. and 28 were for the Bill 
and 14 against. In 1891 the majority in favour of the 
Bill was less, though tho vote of the House was larger. 
The total Irish vote was -15, the ayes being 24, and tho 
noes 21. How I come down to 1895, when the total 
majority is 99, the Irish vote being 27, there being 18 
for and 9 against. When you come to 1897 the total 
majority for the Bill was only 29, and tho Irish majority 
for the Bill was only 1. The Irish vote was larger 
than it had been in preceding years. The figures were 
26 for, and 25 against. 

60.998. (Mr. Grinling.) Tbo figures I have are, for 
the Bill 28, and against it 26 ? — You are counting tho 
Tellers in. The Tellers aro excluded in my figures. 


the police are very active and they have a great many y r * r 
prosecutions, hut those shebeens do not keep any large 
supply of drink. They get in a smnll Bupply just ton^rp 
beforo the prohibited hours corno into operation, and at -11_ ' 
no time could the police seize nny very large quantity 
in the placo, and if they can got a publican who will be 
in collusion with them, or a spirit grocer who will be in 
collusion with them, they will find some means of being 
illicitly supplied during prohibited hours. 

61,00-!. You spoke about clubs boing open to 1 or Clubs 
2 o'clock on a Sunday morning ; were these drinking 
olulw ? — There are some clubs connected with labour 
and trade organisations, some are connected with 
pensioners’ organisations, and various social clubs in 
which they have bars not sot up specially for the 
purpose of drinking. 

61.005. They have no regulations, ns fur as you know, 
us to on hour at which tbo bar should bo closed ?-— Some 
of the better-class clubs closo thoir bars at 12 o’clock 
rigidly on Sunday evenings and all night, and close 
tho olubs practically, but some of the others do not. 

61.006. These clubs are open on Sundays ?— They 
are open on Sunday. I should think they would not be 
open only that you have tho puhlic-honses closed on a 
portion of the Sunday. 

61.007. The hour that you spoke of was 1 to 2 o'clock 
on Sunday morning — that is, after Saturday night ? — 

Yes, they are opeu at that hour, and I think a very 
considerable proportion of tho arrests for drunkenness 
on Sunday come from these clubs. 

61.008. You say they drivo a particularly brisk 
business on Saturday nights? — When the public-houses 
are closed, because the members themselves and their 
friends arc much more likely, if they meet a friend, to 
bring him to a dab and give him a drink, when the 
chances are they would go into a pnblic-house if the 

I iublic-house was open. The danger is that thev remain 
ouger in the club than they would in the public-house. 

61,009. We were told by a witness, I think yesterday, Police pc- 
that the police had been remarkably successful in sedition 
dealing with bogus clubs iu Dublin. Are you aware of of bogu 
prosecutions ? — I am aware of several prosecutions, and c l°b». 
you will find that the statistics of drunkenness went 
down considerably. In 1893 the police commenced a 
series of prosecutions against bogus olubs, and I think 
the oxisting law was certainly strained as far as it 
could bo strained to meet the case of those bogus 
clubs. 

61 ,010. You mentioned that you are a barrister, and 
therefore I thought we might get some definite informa- 
tion on tliat point. I asked the witness I referred to 
how the bogus clubs were dealt with in Dublin. The 
difficulty in other parts are that there is nothing against 
the clubs cxistuig, and no legal definition of bogus ?•— 

It was chiefly under two beads ; first of all, that persona 
who entered those s obtained drink who wore not 
members. Mnb 

61,011. Paid for it P — -Yob, paid for drink who were 
not members. It was not paid for by a member of the 
club, and the police were ablo to satisfy tho magistrate 
cn that ovideuce that the club was a bogus club. 


60,999. (Sir Charles Ctmiron.) Your assumption is 
rather a startling one about the effect of a Royal 
Commission. Is it not a fact that the Sunday Closing 
Bill has always been to tho fore P — I am speaking of 
expected legislation. It has always been to the fore, 
bnt the chances of its passing were not always so strong. 

61 ,000. It would bo always possible to attribute any in- 
crease in statistics to tbo forwardness of a Sunday Closing 
Bill? — I do not think so. If you look at the figures of 
the arrests for drunkenness on Sundays in that year, 
and the evidence of Mr. Mol Ion given in the early days 
of this Commission as to the increase in the immber of 
clubs and shebeen prosecutions, you will find what I 
state is borne out. 

Shebeens. 61,001. I understand what your argumentis, that tho 
imminence of legislation leads to the increase of clubs P — 
Tho increase of clubs and shebeens, and the increase of 
drunkenness as a matter of coarse. 


61,012. That is easily evaded P — Yes, it is easily 
evaded. That is why I say the whole question is 
fraught with so much difficulty, and no doubt if the men 
who kept those clubs had thought, it necessary to cmoloy 
counsel and put themsolvos within tho letter of the law, 
they could have caused great difficulty to the police by 
makiug their club ne near os possible to a legitimate 
club, which the police cannot touch. Another way in 
which the police were able to bring conviction home to 
those people was that thoy had admitted a number of 
persons who were not members at all. Some of those 
strangers who went in were not oven introduced by 
members, and on these two grounds, supplying drink 
to a person not a member, or person introduced even 
by a member, and that there was no bond fide member- 
ship at all — only nominal subscriptions never taken np 
— that was sufficient cvidenco for the magistrate to 
regard the clubs as bogus clubs and so justify a 
oonviotiou. 


61,002. Is it your opinion that there are many 
shebeens in Dublin ? — Yes, thero is a large amount of 
illicit drinking in Dublin and in my own constituency, 
with which I have to deal, which is very largely a 
working man’s constituency. 


61,003. Do you think in tho matter of shebeens the 

police manifest the activity they ought to do ? — 1 think „ ... 0 r , „ - - w 
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61,013. That may have led to tho suppression of a 
number of unwarily conducted olubs us obviously to be 
bogus ; but your information is that there are a great 
number of olubs that cannot bo considered as bogus 
clubs, the creation of which has been to a large extent 
stimulated by tho difficulty of obtaining drink on » 
Sunday night ?— My point is, you will largely increase 
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I - r these. At the present time many men become members 
.La.' of clubs, for the reason that they can get n drink on 
"• ; \j-p Sunday before the public-houses are opened, and on 
£ ’ Sunday night after the pnblic-houaes are closed; and 

“• the further yon extend restrictive legislation the more 

vou ■'till increase those clubs, even the mere perfectly 
legitimate clubs coming within the law, and which you 
cannot deal with under the head of bogus clnbs. Some 
clubs in Dublin have found it necessary, from the 
disposition of persons to entertain their friends, to puss 
bye-laws prohibiting any member from entertaining a 
resident of Dublin during tbo hours at which the public- 
houses are closed. 

..-<5 of 61,014. (Mr. Young.) I think you luivo said that 
arrests for drunkenness were on the decrease ? — I think 
i-nSeu- drunkenness in Ireland is very largely on the decrease, 
and will be as the social condition of the people improves 
and as the means of employment are extended. Ono 
circumstance which tends very largoly to the diminu- 
tion of drunkenness in a city like Dublin will bo tho 
improvement of the dwellings of the poor. A working 
nuiu who has only ono apartment where his whole family 
is, six or seven children and his wife, whon he has 
done his work on a Saturday evening, or when at home 
on Sunday, unless he is a particularly domestic man, 
does not care to romaiu in that room sitting with tho 
whole of his family during that time, and naturally ho 
is quite likely to go out, and if ho meets a friend will 
meet him in a public-house. I think if yea improve 
the dwellings of the poor you will keep men. a; home. 

If you moke their condition of life in their houses much 
belter, you will largely diminish drunkenness, and 
I think drunkenness is being largely diminished in that 
way in Dublin. 

61,015. I might fairly say that your evidence is very 
important because you have had a largo experience, as 
I understand ? — A very large experience. I think iny 
evidence will bo the evidonoe of all tho Members for 
Dublin. I do nob think any Member for Dublin 
is in favour of any further prohibition of the public- 
„ houses in Dublin. I am not authorised to speak for 

[Ijj, them, but I think that is the feeling of all the 

Members for Dublin. 

'■ cap- 61,016. (Mr. Grinling.) Your objection to the further 
vnl limitation of tho hours either on Sunday or Saturday is 
-jiblioi). that it would bo exceptional legislation? — It is ex- 
ceptional legislation, for which, to iny mind, no case 
has been made. 

61.017. When you say that, yon mean class legisla- 
tion P— To some extent class legislation and to some 
extent exceptional, because you deal with Dubliu 
differently from what you doal with any other largo 

01.018. Then if it is class legislation there is all the 
more reason why tho class who would be affected by it 
should have a preponderating voice in the decision ? — 

I think so. 

61.019. It would bo ra her unfair to submit it to the 
people not affected by the notion of tho promoters P— 
My idea is that the wholo temperance movement in 
Ireland, or what I may call the demand in favour of 
further restrictive legislation, comes from people mainly 
who are entirely opposed to the sale or intoxicating 
drink of any kind. They only go in for tlia restriction 
because r.hey think it Is as much as they can got; but 
the great body of them are totally opposed to the drink 
sale altogether. I think it is largoly n question of 
social life. I have always been a strong and healthy 
mau myself, and I have a good constitution, and I liavo 
never found tho necessity for drink ; but I should not 
like to impose it on everybody else, and I should not 
measure other people’s tastes or habits by mine ; and I 
largely fuel what was once said by a celebrated Irish 
preacher, Father Burke. “ that you never see a merry 
meeting round a pump." 

buds 61,020. You have referred to the fact that there are 
' i -anple many arrests for drunkenness in Dublin which would 
n °t l>e treated as offences in most other large citios ?— 
That is my experience. 

61,021. Yon say a practice prevails there of arresting 
for drunkenness simply ? — Of arresting for drunkenness 
simply. My experience in other cities in Great Britain 
u that if a man is able to go homo, or be carried 
home, the policeman does not interfere, or if he has a 
friond who will see him home j but that is not tho case 
in Ireland. 

V 98449. 


61.022. I think vonr opinion is confirmed by tho Mr. T.C. 
evidence of Mr. Mallou, the Assistant Commissioner of Harrin /- 
the Metropolitan Police for Dublin. Ho was asked ton, J /./*. 

whether they arrested in Dublin for simple drunkenness 

or whether "the persons must bo disorderly or not, and S?April'9S 
his answer was “ No ” ? — He ought to bo a good — 
authority. 

61.023. He also says : " Wo can arrest for simple 
drunkenness " ? — Thoy do. 

61.024. You say in reality tho police having more 
extended power, or exercising more extended powei, 
that would account for a largo amount of what appears 
to be excessive drunkenness ? — Of course, und you may 
take it in connection with these cases of breaches of tbo 
licensing laws, such as permitting drunkenness in 
licensed premises. A policeman goes into a pablic- 
houso and sees a person under tho influence of drink in 
a public-house. His first step is to prosecute tho 
person who has been nnder the influence of drink there. 

That i3 certainly arresting or prosecuting him for 
simplo drunkenness, and in order to bring conviction 
homo to tho publican, he first summons the person 
whom he alleges to be drunk. 

61.025. That important item in the question of 
drunkenness iu Dublin is shown by these tables of tho 
Dublin Metropolitan Police. I see there is a heading 
of “ Drunkenness not combined with any other 
offence " ? — Yes. 

61.026. And the number is 5,811 for the last year that 
the table is for ; 5,356 for 1895, and 5,365 for 1894:— 

That is so. 

61.027. That must bo a large proportion? — It is. 

From my experience of tho police oouvt the larger 
proportion of the eases that coma before tho police 
court arc cases of simple drunkeuucs3, and some are 
cases of habitual drunkenness unfortunately. 

61.028. If the action of the police was tho same in 
Dublin as in other cities, the state of affairs would put a 
much more favourable aspect on it ? — Tho statistics 
would bo much lower. 

61.029. Then on the point oE Sunday closing, Mr. Sunday 
Mallou was again asked this question [No. 15,939 j : closing. 

“ I think you say that yon consider tho Sunday Closing 

“ Act of 1878 brought clubs very much into existence. 

“ (A.) It has been observed by the police officers mid 
•* others , that as tho Saudiy-cIosiuglmsiue3S proceeded 
“ tho clubs opened iu anticipation ’’ ? — I may say from 
my knowledge of tho country that a club with a bar was 
absolutely unknown in the rural districts in Ireland until 
tho Sunday Closing Act of 1878. I did not know of the 
existence of a club in any rural district in Ireland until 
the Sunday Closing Act had pussed. 

61.030. Then ho was asked: "As to the 12 bogus 
“ clubs you talked of, are they in tho oity of Dubliu 
“ or outside,” and he answers “ All within the city 
“ proper"? — Yes. 

61.031. There is no question about the fact of a 
certain amount of drunkenness being duo to the 
different action of the police, and a certain amount of 
drunkenness being due to ..bogus clubs existing? — 
Undoubtedly. 

61.032. Taking tho exempted cities, I think the five 
cities are Dublin, Belfast, Cork, Waterford, and 
Limerick ? — Yes. 

61 .033. Are you acquainted with the Parliamentary 
Return which was prepared in April 1897 ? — Yes, I have 
got it here. 

61.034. Would it' 1 ", correct to say that that return 
shows that theso Uvj cities embrace a population of 
800,000 ?— Yes. 

61. 035. Cam you tell me what the average number of 
Sunday arrests were in that population of 800,000? — 

I do not know tho average number of arrests. 

81.036. It is stated that tho averago number of 
Sunday arrests in that population of 800,000 was only 
34, or one in every 23,000 ? — Yes, and in Waterford, 
from the evidence of Father Furlong, where we have tho 
highest proportionate number of arrests for drunkenness 
on Sunday, it was only two per Sunday cn tho 
average for tho your round. 

61.037. Do you think, if yon take a similar number oi 
towns where the Sunday Closing Act exists, that the 
figures could be, or would bo, more favourable than 
that? — I should think there would not be much differ- 
ence between them. I thiuk the circumstances ere 
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very much the samo. In the rural districts where the 
Sunday Closing Act exists a large number of young 
men gather in from the country. They have a football 
match or some amusement in ihe neighbourhood of the 
town, and they have the right to go in and get drink 
in those cases, and in addition to that a largo number 
of surreptitious drinkings goon. A number of people 
not qualified ut nil as Lona fide travellers undoubtedly 
nro slipped in and cvado the vigilance of the police and 
get drink. 

61,038. Going back to the question of exceptional 
legislation, take the case of Saturday closing. Would 
not the proposal to close at 9 o'clock on Saturday night 
entail a great amount of inconvenience on the class 
chiefly concerned P — To my mind, in the city of Dublin 
it would alter the complexion of the entire city. Take 
the case of a man in Dublin. At the present time a 
man leaving a theatre in London can tarn in with a 
friend nnd get refreshment after the performance is 
over, but in Dublin, unless the theatre is over beforo 
II, he is absolutely prohibited from that. But if you 
impose an additional closing at 9 o’clock on Saturday 
night, for the few people who abuse the privilege and 
for the few people who get drank you inconvenience the 
whole of tho population. 


Irish vote 61,039. Reference has been made to the voting that 
on Sunday has taken place formerly on the question of the Irish 
closing. Sunday Closing Act. and on May 12th, 1897, which was 
the last occasion, you gave us the particulars of the 
numbers. Is it a fact that year by year comparatively 
there has been a weaker support of that Bill on tho part 
of the Irish members P — That is so, of course due to 
tho fact that tho Irish members see that without tho 
operation of further restrictive legislation temperance is 
going ahead and drunkenness diminishing. 


61,040. Is it reasonable, considering the great improve- 
ment thero is at the present time, ou social questions 
particularly, that it should be left to tho Irish people ; 
nnd if you cannot secure a preponderance of Irish voteB 
on the subject, may it not lie assumed thero is not a 
strong case to pat forward ? — I do not think thero is. 
My belief is that tho question of further restriction is 
being pressed by parties entirely opposed to drink of 
any kind. I do not think teetotalers are fit persons 
to legislate for persons who take drink, and that is why 
I, as a teetotaler, aui chary of imposing restrictions on 
persons who do not live in the same manner as I do, 
and may drink in moderation, nnd may regard it as 
necessary for their constitution, which I should not. 

61,011. Oji that question of drunkenness it was put 
to you that your experience was a largo one from a 
legal point, of view, and you added to it voluntarily that 
yon yourself aro a total abstainer, and I believe you have 
been so through all your life? — All through my life I 
have never touched anything in the shape of spirituous 
liquor. 


61,042. As an opponent of these extreme measures, is 
it not reasonable to say that in yon we have a man who 


has no strong opinions, and no interest in the question ir 
and that, if anything, your view would lead you in 1 
exactly a contrary direction , and Llierefore your evidence tim^v ■ 
must necessarily be far less biassed than the evidence " U ' r 
of people who aro practically living on agitation on this 

subject. Is not that a reasonable view to take ? That 

is so. I do not like to sav tho people are living on 
agitation on the subject. I do not make that charge 
against the temperance reformers, lint I say there is a 
great deal of indiscreet zeal in a good deal of what they 
do, and I thiuk a great deal of exaggeration in some of 
their statements. I do not wish to reflect on any rvij 
particular witnesses, but for instance, take tho evidence freoue*- 
given hero l.o-day of the fact of 65 children going in the ing pa> 
coarse of on hour into a public-house. That seems to housa 
me a gross exaggeration, for that means ouo child every 
minute. 

61,043. (Dean Dicliinson.) More ? — Yes. 

61,04-4. Why aotP — Well, I know Dublin pretty 

61.045. So do I V — And I have not the slightest 
hesitation in saying that such a thing is absurd. One 
child may go in from a family bringing two or three 
other children of the same family with it. The elder 
child goes out having charge of two or three other 
children, and then a person who wants to exaggerate 
the case, and to make tho case big— supposing a society 
employs a person specially to take these statistics, and 
the man sees one child going in from a family accom- 
panied by three or four others, it is a case of imme- 
diately multiplying by four. If the child goes in for a 
biscuit — and biscuits are sold in these shops, and it is a 
common thing for a working man to give his children 
a penny to buy biseuits — if they go in to buy biscuits 
they aro set down as going in to buy drink themselves. 

I think that that does no good either as a reason for 
temperance or anything else. 

61.046. (Mr. Grinling.) Let me remove your im- 
pression. I used the words “ live on agitation,” and 
you very kindly — and I quite endorse the view — put it 
in a form which I regret I diil not put it iu ; that is to 
say, they are peojile to whom this is a hobby?— 
Undoubtedly. 

61.047. And they are more or less impressed with the 
importance of it. When I said “ live on agitation," I 
hope you will accept it that that was the meaning I 
meant to convoy ? — I quite ugroo with you. My general 
belief is that the temperance informers are the most 
intemperate advocates I have ever men ou public 
questions. 

61.048. (Mr. Wltillalcar.) When they go for their 
biscuits with tlio penny do they take a jug with them ? 

— They do not always take a jug with them, that is 
quite true. They aro undoubtedly going for drink if 
they have a jug with them. 


The witness withdrew. 


Adjourned till Tuesday next, May 3rd, at 11 o'clock. 
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Queen’s Robing Room, House of Lords, Tuesday, May 3rd, 1898. 


Present : 

The Eight Honourable Sir ALGERNON WEST, 1C.C.B., in the Chair. 


The Right Hon. tha Viscount Pkel. 

Tho Right Hon. the Viscount de Vesci. 

The Right Hon. the Lord Windsor. 

Sir Charles Cameron, Bart., M.P. 

The Very Reverend H. II. Dickinson, Dean. 
William Spkoston Caine, Esq. 

Alexander Morison Gordon, Esq. 

Henry Grinling, Esq. 


Samuel Hyslop, Esq. 

Andrew Jounston, Esq. 

John Herbert Roberts, Esq., M.P. 
Henry Riley Smith, Esq. 

Charles Walker, Esq. 

Thomas Palmer Whittaker, Esq., M.P. 
Samuel Young, Esq., M.P. 

George Younger, Esq. 


re-calied and further examined. 


Mr. Timothy Harrington, M.P., 

Mr. T. 61,049. {Mr. Wliittalicr.) Yon suggested to us last 
Unrring- Wednesday that inquiries by moans of Commissions, 
lor, M.P. and also the prospect of legislation on licensing matters 
— in Ireland, increase drunkenness and the arrests for 
drunkenness, and increased tho number of shebeens and 
clubs F— It increased clubs and shebeens, and that in- 
crease in clubs and shebeens was represented in an 
increased list of drunkenness also. 

Coomittce 61,050. I should like to go back to the Committee of 
cf 1838. 1888 for a moment. You will probably remember that 

that Committee was asked for by Mr. Sexton at the 
end of the session of 1887 ? — Yes. 

61,051. It was asked for by the opponents of tho 
Sunday Closing Bill under the belief that they could 
show that it wn-s working unsatisfactorily ? — I really do 
not remember the circumstances nntler which it was 
asked for ; of course I take it from yon. 

(11,052. That was so. What I want to suggest to 
yon is this, that a Committee being asked for by tho 
opponents of the Bill, why shonld that lead to increased 
shebeens ; because would not they expect that the 
Sunday Closing Bill would be modified as the result of 
their inquiry ? — I do not think the public looked upon 
it from that point of view. The one thing which they 
had regard to was that a Select Committee of Inquiry 
was sitting inquiring into the question ; that the 
Government of the day had given its sympathy to that 
Committee of Inquiry, and that there was every proba- 
bility that the inquiry would report in favour offurther 
restrictions, and that the Government would carry out 
those restrictions. The attitude of the Government, as 
well as of the Committee of Inquiry, was, of course, an 
eloment. It is tho imminence of legislation which, I 
suggest, increases shebcening and illicit drinking. , 

61.053. I gather from that that it was the opinion of 
the people in Ireland that inquiry into the working 
of the Sunday Closing Act would lead to recommenda- 
tions that it be extended and its stringency increased P 
— The object of the inquiry was to recommend further 
restrictions. 

61.054. The inquiry was asked for by Mr. Sexton on 
behalf of the opponents ? — With the history of the 
asking for it I am not conversant. I did not know 
that Mr. Sexton took a strong viow. 

Ik- Sexton 61,055. Yes ; he specially asked for the inquiry at the 

ami end ol the session of 1887, when they were passing the 
SanJay Expiring Laws Continuance ActP — I dia not think 
losing. Mr. Sexton ever identified himself with what I may 
call opposition to the Sunday Closing. 

61,056. I looked it up last night in Hansard to 
see the line ho took, and that was the lino?— Do I 
understand that he voted on any occasion against 
Sundav closing ? My remembrance of his attitude in 
the House of Commons was that of abstaining from 
voting. 


61.057. I cannot say how he voted, lmt I looked up Mr. T. 

tho attitude ho took. Tho inquiry was "ranted in the Hairing- 
following session. In connexion with that I suppose tun, M.P. 
you are aware chat that Committee reported that the _ ' 

Sunday Closing Act had very considerably diminished 3 93 

drunkenness ? — Yes, I am aware that the Committee so 
reported, but I may say I do not qnito agree with tho 
conclusion at which the Committee arrived. I think 

the improvement in tho social condition of the country 
had more to do with the diminution of drnnkenness 
than the Sunday Closing Act liad. 

61.058. Yon arc also aware that they reported this : — Commitieo 
I will read the words — “that none of the evils which of 1888 . 

“ were predicted by some persons as likely to ensuo 
“ from the passing of the Act have been proved to 
“ have arisen to any appreciable extent”? — My 
recollection of tho operation of tho Sunday Closing 
Act in Ireland is that a very great amount of contrary 
swearing between the police on the one hand and tho 
publicans on the other, and a very deplorable state of 
demoralisation generally as to oaths, has certainly 
followed upon the Sunday Closing Act. 

61.059. That kind of thing was predicted before tha 
Act was passed ? — My experience is that it lias very 
generally occurred. 

61.060. Tho Committee specially appointed to inquire 
into it, consisting of members of all sides of the House, 
reported that chose evils had not resulted. That was 
so, was not itP — I think so. It is, as you have read, 
the finding of the Committee. 

61.061. I will take you a little farther. There wore 
on tlie Committee two members of the House of Com- 
mons nominated by the paid secretary cf the Licensed 
Vintner’s Association of Ireland, Mr. John O'Connor 
and Mr. Peter Macdonald? — I cannot say that, bn t I 
know both members were friendly to the trade interest. 

61.062. Mr. Biggar stilted in a debate in tlie House 
of Commons on the matter that he (as the Whip of the 
Irish party) selected them on the nomination of tho 
paid secretary of the Licensed Vintners' Association ? — 

I am rather surprised at the statement that Mr. Biggar 
selected them for that purpose, because ho was one of 
the most strenuous opponents of tho trade in the 
House. 

61.063. He selected four Irish members to sit on 
the Committee ? — It is qnito possible he divided tho 
Irish members in that way. 

61,061'. The point I wish to put to you is that Mr. 

John O’Connor himself drafted a report as a suggested 
one for tlie Committee, and Mr. John O'Connor did not 
suggest extending tho hours at all in Dublin beyond 
what they were fixed at by the Act ? — I do nob think so. 

61,065. All that Mr. John O’Connor suggested as a 
modification of the Act was, that the houses outside the 
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exempted towns should be open fron 2 to 5 to sell 
beer and refreshments? — Yes. 

61, 060. My point is this : the two gentlemen selected 
to represent the trade on this Committee did not suggest 
any extension of the hours in Dublin. Does not that 
indicate that even the representatives of the trade 
themselves were satisfied that that restriction of the 
hours hud been beneficial ? —If the two gentlemen to 
whom you refer represented the trade in any direct 
way, which I have some reason to doubt, I think that 
would be in accordance with the recommendations of 
tlio trade itself, because I do not think tliore is a desire 
in Dublin to open the public-houses any more than 
they nro open at the present time ; hut there is a 
strong opposition to farther restrictions. 

61.067. Yon suggest that drunkenness increases whan 
these inquiries are on the way, or legislation is 
imminent ? — Yes. 

61.068. And you gave us in ono of the answers to a 
question the fact that the ;u'resta for druukennoss were 
high in the year 1880? — Yes; in the year 1889 they rau 
tip to 15,000 ; they had not been so high for 10 years 
before. In 1878, the very year in which tho Sunday 
Closing Act passed, they had ran up to 17,000. They 
are now down to 8,000 ; half that figure. 

61.069. Will yon give me your explanation of the 
fact that from 1883 to 1S91J they were gradually 
increasing from year to year ? — I cannot tell yon why 
unless it is Tor the very same reason I have suggested 
to yon, that every year there was a Sunday Closing Bill 
beforo tho House ; that there was uneiiort to pass that 
Sunday Closing Hill into law; and in my judgment 
bhebecning and illicit drinking were increasing during 
all that time. 

61.070. If that were the reason during that time, 
can you explain to me how it was that after the passing 
of the Act of 1878, from then to 1882, the arrests for 
drunkenness went down to less than half? — After 1878 
there was no further attempt at legislation for a 
considerable number of years, and that precisely fits 
with the very proposition which I have suggested, that 
the imminence or restrictive legislation always has a 
tendency to increase illicit drinking and drunkenness. 

61.071. You staled that the arrests went up in 1878, 
in anticipation of the passing of tho Sunday Closing 
Act? — ’No, I did not say that. I took 1878 as the 
year in which they stood very high, 17,000. 

61.072. Suroly the expected passing of the Sunday 
Closing Act itself had some effect ? — I expect so. 

61,070. They went tip in anticipation; that is your 
explanation P — I think so. 

61.074. Surely tho realisation of the horrible reality 
would send tho arrests np further than the anticipation, 
if that were the reason? — I do not think so. The 
numbers wont up, because when the Act was about 
being passed a number of shebeens and bogus clubs 
were established. After a time the operation of the 
law began to grapple with these things, and I suppose 
people found that they could evado the law as bond 
jiflc travellers by getting into public-houses. Those 
clubs and shebeens did not last very long You bad n 
diminution of them, and diminution in drunkenness 
at tho same time. 

61.075. I gather, then, that dubs and shebeens do not 
last very long when tho Act is passed? — No. They do 
not last" very long if tho Act can be evaded; but if the 
Act is effective and cannot be evaded, and if you totally 
close the public- bouses, there is no doubt clubs and 
shebeens will flourish. 

61.076. I gather now that your position is that the 
shebeens full through after the passing of the Act, 
because the people found they could readily evade the 
Act. Then 1 would ask you how it was, if those 
evasions wove so ess y, that, the arrests for drunkenness 
fell from 17,000 in the year of the passing of the Act to 
7,000 four years after its coming into operation? — For 
the simplo reason, as 1 told you, that though the Act 
had passed, theso clubs which aroso in anticipation of 
tho Act, and which wore oporative the first few 
years, fell away after a year or two, and itwas generally 
lound that the Act could be evaded under tho hondjide 
travellers’ section. While drink can be got by travelling 
a short distance, these clubs had not the same 
flourishing trade which they expected to have. 

61.077. Here you have the broad fact that tho arrests 
for drunkenness fall less than one-half during the first 


four years of the operation of the ActP — Yes, and you w 
have the fact that the arrests in t.ho exempted cities jj T ■ 
have fallen in the very same proportion. tow, itj> 

61.078. Because there the hours of sale were con- — 
siderably reduced ? — Since the reduction of the hours 

of sale. Take the city of Dublin alone. The figures 
have fallen, without any alteration in the hours, from 
1889 to the present year to nbont half. They were 
15,000, and they are down to 8,000 now. 

61.079. May I suggest to you, as indicating that your 
reference to these figures i3 fallacious and misleading, 
that curiously enough in London, where there was no 
anticipation of a Sunday Closing Act, and where one 
was uot iu force, the arrests for drunkenness touched 
their maximum for a very long period in 1878. and that 
they also run up again in l8s»0, and touched their 
maximum in 1890, in Loudon, which was not under 
these influences to which yon attribute it in Dublin? — 

I am not quite sure that at the time tho Select Com- 
mittee was being held it was not expected that legisla- 
tion would be likely to ho adopted in this country too. 

I rather think that was the case. 

61.080. Then how about 1878 ?— I do not know upon 
what other grounds yon explain the face. Them 
is nothing abnormal in the year 1889 or 1890, which 
would make London and Dublin, and the whole of 
Ireland, run up these statistics of drink. 

61.081. Tho explanation is this, that at both those Good trail, 
periods trade was very much better ami there was more and in- 
money to spend ; the people spent it iu liquor and as a creased 
consequence the number of people who got locked up drinking, 
for drunkenness increased? — That is absolutely at 
variance with my experience. I believe where trade 

is flourishing, where employment is plentiful, drunken- 
ness is less. 

61.082. It is perfectly clear throughout the country 
from tho statistics we have had from all parts, that 
during times of good trade, when the people have more 
money, they spend more on liquor, and the arrests go 
up ?— I cannot accept that, from my experience. 

01.083. As to tho number of shebeens, I suppose Shcbcet- 
you would nccopt Mr. Barrel as a considerable authority ing and 
on what was taking place under the cognizance of the Sunday 
police in Dublin. Ho was the hood of the police when dosing, 
the Committee was sitting, and he gave evidence? — 

Yes. His experience was not very long ; it has been 
chiefly of the rural districts of Ireland. 

61.084. Ho whs iu Dublin at that time ? — Only for a 
short time. 

61.085. Ho gave evidence that ho did not find any 
serious difficulty in dealing with tho shebeens? — In 
1897, last year, the number of prosecutions for shebeens 
in Dublin was 336 ; that is a very considerable number. 

61.086. If you have been looking up tho figures you 
will know that for tho last eight or nine years the 
prosecutions for shebeens in Dublin have been very 
much lower than they had been for 20 years beforo ?— I 
have not looked into those figures, but iE you refer to 
the period before the Sunday Closing Act passed, I do 
uot see what the necessity was for shebeens at that 
time. There were comparatively no restrictions on the 
hours, aud the temptation to establish shoboeus was not 
so great. 

61.087. I have got the figures licro back to 1877, and 
for tho rest of Ireland to 1873? — Bin my point is this, 
that at that time I cannot see that the temptation to 
establish shebeens was very great, because the pnbllo- 
houses were all open. 

61.088. In 1877 the number of convictions for 
shebeens and hawking illegally (tho figures are given 
together) was 313 in Dublin. In 1893 itwas 170; iu 
1895, 188 ; showing vastly fewer convictions. I conld 
run through a series of years? — In 1892 and 1893, in 
Dublin, I may say the running np of the prosecutions 
there was largely due to the endeavour of the authorities 
in Dublin to deal with the question of bogus clubs aud 
the increase of shebeens. 

61.089. In those years the prosecutions for shebeens 
were lower than they have been for 20 years? — I 
understood you to say they went np to 1,000 in 1893. 

61.090. No, they were nbont half what they were 15 

years before. — You have the figures, I have not. If 
you will kindly give me the figures 

61.091. I will read you the figures ?— What are the 
prosecutions in 1893 ? 
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81.092. The convictions arc the serious matter; tho 
difference between prosecution and conviction is not 
very great ? — No. 

81.093. In 1892 tho convictions were 200 in Dublin ; 
in 1893, 170 ; in 1894, 209 ; in 1S95, 188 ; ir 1896, 314 : 
in 1897, 338. I wanted to come back to 1896 and 1897 
afterwards, because the Chief of the Police in Dublin 
gives a special reason for it. I go back now to 1882, 
1(383, 1884, and 1885. In 1882 the convictions woro 
340 1 in 1883 , 448; in 1884, 323; in 1885, 3-11 — 
nearly double 8- Yes; these were the years following 
immediately on the restrictive legislation, and, of 
course, the number of shebeens bad considerably in- 
creased, as I have said. 

61.094. And the drunkenness went down enormously. 

I have quoted the figures. — Not so low as at the 
present time. Drunkenness has been steadity going 
down, hut not so low as at present. 

61.095. In 1882 the arrests for drunkenness on all 
days in Dublin were 7,500 ; last year, 8,500? — In 18S9 
they were 15,000. 

61.096. Yes, but they were down during this very- 
period? — They may have been down for one or two 

« unrs, but undoubtedly the decrease on the whole has 
een steady. In 1889 it was the highest number that 
had been reached for 20 years, except in 1878. 

61,097. When the shebeens were thickest, the con- 
victions for drunkenness were smallest? — I do not 
accept that proposition. 

61,098. It is tho fact, from the figures? — Are you 
speaking of prosecutions for shebeens? That is a very 
distinct thing from shebeens. There may be shebeens 
ami yet there may be no prosecutions for shobeening. 
There may be successful shebeeniug. That is a different 
proposition altogether from speaking of the shobeous 
producing high statistics of drunkenness. 

61,099. When tho Committeo sat on this question of 
shebeeniug, and they were discussing the Eeport, 
Mr. John O'Connor unwed to insert these words: “ Yet 
" several witnesses testified to the existence of sbo- 
" bcening." A vote of the Committee was taken upon 
it, and tho only members who would support that woro 
tho two representing the trade, and an English member, 
who was in the trade himself. The other eight members 
of the Committeo voted not to add those words to tlio 
Eeport P — And tho authorities justified the action of 
the two members by immediately instituting prose- 
cutions in Ireland against shebeens ; and a very 
vigorous campaign against shebeens followed. 

61,100. There have been fewer prosecutions every 
year steadily .since then? — You cannot soy that in 
view of the fact that there wero 336 last year, and 300 
the year before. 

61,101. Except tho last two years. During tho last 
two years the cbier of tlio police has put on a special 
sergeant and constable in each district to look after 
licensing matters, and tho sale of drink, has he not P — 
I cannot say. I am not conversant with everything 
they do. 

61,102. Ho states so in his annual report, which is 
printed and circulated in tho House of Commons?— I am 
aware that a great deal more vigour has been shown in 
the supervision of public-housos ; inspecting pooplo at 
the counter, challenging them, speaking to them, 
examining whether they uro under tbo tho influence of 
drink or not ; a good deal of that activity has beep 
carried on during the last two years. I think it is 
rather a questionable policy. I do not approve of it. 
I think, except where they have clear evidence of men 
getting drunk in public-houses, it is very apt to inter- 
fere largely with the persons who are allowed to keep 
their Louses open. 

61,103. You are aware that the polico authorities 
slate that the shebeens tiro mainly brothels P— J havo 
not heard that. Some of them are, but I would not 
accept that as the general character of them. 

61,104. That they are largely in one district only P — 
Yes. 

61.105. And that they arc mainly brothels ? — No, I 
would not say flint ; in fact, 1 know that is not so ; a very 
largo proportion of them are not. 

61,106. You also stated that the arrests are not trace- 
able to the public-houses, because they take place after 
the public-houses are closed P — I have not said that all 
the arrests are not traceable to public-houses, but I will 


give you tho figures. The total number of arrests in .Vr T. 
m Dublin are 815. I am speukiug of Sunday arrests. Umrin-j - 
Of these, 626 were effected when the public-houses <««. M.l a . 

were closed. ; 35 wore arrests between tho hours of ; 

8 a. in. and 2 p.tn. They cannot be traceable to public- 3 ’’-‘S 

houses, unless there is surreptitious drinking in tho 
the public-houses. Fifty-five took place bet ween 12 at 
night and 8 a.m. on Monday morning. I do not si e 
how they could be in any sense traceable to public- 
houses. Anybody who knows Dublin knows perfectly 
well that if a man comes out of a pulilic-lumso drunk, 
he cannot avoid the police from 7 in the evening till 
12 at night. He could not go 200 yards in Dublin 
without meeting a policeman. Then there are 536 
arrests, which took place between 7 p.m.aud 12 at night. 

That I regard as by no means a good division of the 
hours ; for I think if the hours were taken from S to 12 
it would be better. I think one hour after the houses are s 0Qrces 
closed is a good time to judge tlio result of tbo opening ,,f ] fttc 
of tho bouses on the habits of the people and on drunkeu- 
druukennesa ; but to fix 7 o’clock as the hour at which nct5 . 
the house should close, and to make one period between 
that and 12 o’clock at night, I do not think wonld 
enable you to arrive at any proper result. 1 do not 
think you are able to judge. A large number of the 
later arrests from S to 12 cannot be traceable to public- 
houses, but all those that may take piece between 
7 and 8 may very fairly be traceable to public-houses. 

61,107. Mr. Harrel, the Chier Commissioner of Police 
in Dublin, dealt with this point before the Committeo 
of 1887. If you allow me 1 will read you what he said, 
because it quite refutes the view you have been putting 
before us. He said, “A man is not always arrested 
“ just after lie lias taken the drink which made him 
“ drunk. To set down all the arrests after 11 o’clock 
“ on Saturday night as attributable to illicit drinking 
“ would not be fair. On the contrary, a man who has 
‘ ‘ got the drink at 10 o'clock may not bo arrested till 
“ midnight, and tho same thing will occur till 1 o’clock 
“ in the morning.” Later on, referring to Sundays, ho 
is asked “How long after closing do they go on”? 

Ho says “For two or three hours there are not many 
“ arrests on Sunday night, after 10 or 11.” Then 
hewus asked, “But it is possible that many of the 
“ Sunday night arrests have arisen from the facilities 
“ of getting drink in an illicit form.” This i3 tho 
answer : “ Many of them may, but I would not nr.y that 
“ the arrests mado after the closing hoar on Sunday 
“ night arise generally from drunkenness where tbo 
“ drink was gob in an illicit form.” His opinion, 
differs from yours ? — No, we have oommon ground to a 
certain length. I quite agree that a number of tbo 
arrests which take place after the closing of public- 
houses may be traceable to public-houses, and are 
traceable to them, bat 1 should tako an interval of an 
hour as n very fair time to strike tho margin between 
the two, and I think a man who leaves tho public- 
house under tho influence of drink, who walk.-, about 
and gets no other drink for an hour, and who passes the 
police, may be fairly presumed not to get drunk in a 
public-houso ; and if ho is arrested after that I think his 
arrest may be traceable to drinking in some other placo 
besides the public-house. 

61,107a. That is not Mr. Harrel’s opinion? — Ho goes 
to a certain extent with me. 

61.108. I think you told us that Sunday in Ireland is Sundays 
much more of a holiday thau iu England ; sports aro Ireland. 
heldP — Yes. In accounting for the diiference in the 
statistics between the two countries, there woro two 
circnmstauces which I mentioned. There was tho 
power of arrest iu Ire l;uad for simple drunkenness, 
which is not the case in England. Thou there was also 

the fact that, the inhabitants of Ireland spend Sunday 
more ont ; they do not remain in their homes so much. 

They have sports, football matches, hurling matches, 
and various amusements, whioh we have not in thiB 
country. 

61.109. In spite of the fact that this is a holiday time, 
and they have sports, and people are at liberty, and it is 
the day ufter pay day, arrests for drunkenness arc only 
one-third as great oh Sunday as on Saturday P — I think 
the fact that they are one-third ns great, when you con- 
sider that all tho houses in the rural districts of Irelnnd, 
except five exempted cities, are closed, is proof that von 
have not appreciably diminished druukcuuc83 by tho 
closing of the houses at all. 

61.110. The statistics of the Monday when the public- 
houses are open, if they do not come up quite to 
the Saturday figures, come very near to it. Does 
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Mr. T. not that indicate that when tho public-houses are 
Marring- closed altogether, throughout the greater part of 
ton, M.P. Ireland, and for a considerable portion of the dny in 

the exempted cities, it does reduce the drinking and 

3 May 'OS the drunkenness very materially indeed? — Undoubtedly 

if tho public-houses are closed, yon must reduce tho 

drinking. That is a matter that does not require 
any elaboration, and to some small extent yon will 
retrace the drunkenness. But the position I take up 
is this, that the improvement you effect in drunken- 
ness does not justify your interference with the 
general body of the public, who may take drink in 
moderation. That is my whole position. Tho improve- 
ment is so small that it does not justify your 
intervention. 


61.121. A regular working man’s club? — All the >, 
working men’s clubs by no means havo bars. Facilities n 
for drink arc not given in a great many that I know, 

but in the rural districts of Ireland, of which I have ’ Lt 
a good acquaintance, such a thing as a club with a bar ' 
was absolutely unknown until the Sunday Closing Act 
passed. 

61.122. Dublin has 51 clubs, has it. not?— It has a Xnmi** 


Sunday 61,111. I do not wish to argue that point, bnt only to 


got at tho fact that there is a very large reduction of 


drunkenness cn Sunday us compared with the Saturday 
and Monday ; and Sunday being a holiday is just the 
time when, if the temptations wore available, the 
drunkenness would take place? — The public arc at 
lavge on Sunday as on other days. I think if you 
compare other days in the week with Sunday you 
will find that some of the other days in the middle of 
the week tho drinking is smaller. Take Wednesday. 

61,112. On Wednesday it is more than double what 
if. is on Sunday. Friday is the lowest day, and that has 
more than double the arrests of Sunday. Saturday 
has the most, Sunday the least, Monday the second 
highest, and thefl they drop away to Friday, but the 
lowost poi nt tonched when the public-houses are open 
is double what it is on Sunday. So that does not carry 
out your argument, does it? — lb carries out my 
argument to this extent, that 1 believe the improvement 
which you spoke of in the Suuday drinking is largely 
due to the improvement in tho condition of tho pooplo ; 
but I do not know anywhere in Ireland where a man 
who desires to take drink on Sunday cannot got 
drink and become drunk if ho likes. Ho has only to 
travel a distance of 3 miles. He need not travel that 
an all. He can get illicit drink in a public-house. If 
ho is anxious to continue it as a habit ho can join with 
others in establishing a club, and he has got it all 
Snnday if bo likes. 

61.113. Surely if the diminution of drunkenness and 
drinking on Sunday wore dno to the improvement in the 
condition of the people that would have told on Suuday 
aud Monday as well? — I rather think it has. I think 
the diminution has extended all round. 

61.114. There are more than three times ns mnuy 
cases on Saturday as on Sunday ? — But it has told all 
round on all tho days of the week. My recollection is 
that tho decrease in drunkenness covers tho whole 


great many more than that. 

61,123. That is the number reported to ns by the Dublin, 
police ? — Thero arc a great many more than that. 

61,124 Do you suggest that the police do not know 
of these clubs and that yon do ? — I doubt very much 
whether tho police know of these clubs. 

61,125. Do yon know of them ? — I know a good deal 
of them. My c onstituency is very largely a working 
man’s constituency. I havo examined it very closely, 
and I beliovo there are a great many more than 51 
clubs in Dublin. 


61,126. Arc yon likely to know better than the police 
of the existence of clubs. They report that there are 
51 ? — I think tho number is much higher than that. 
That is my impression. 


61,127. In Bradford the number is 81. The great i nCKK 
increase in tho clubs in Ireland has been during the of thk 
last 10 years, has it not ? — Yos. 


61.128. During tho first 10 years, after tho passing 
of the Sunday (Hosing Act, there was a very small 
increase in clubs, I believe? — In the rm-al districts, 
after the passing of the Sunday Closing Act, there was 
an increase, not a very considerable increase, but 1 
think I may sav that since tho sitting of tho So'.cct 
Committee of 1888 clubs havo extended very largely. 

61.129. Are you aware that during the last 10 years 
clubs have increased more in England in proportion 
than they have in Ireland ? — I do not know. I havo 
not examined the question in England at all. 

61.130. In the City of London thoy have multiplied 
fourfold during those 10 years. My point is that the 
influence which creates a club is evidently more at 
work in the City of London than in Dublin, and we 
have not got Sunday closing in tho City of London. 
Therefore it cannot be Snnday closing' that croatcs 
clubs ? — I do not know from wnar. your statistics are 
derived ; whothor the police avo speaking of legitimate 
clubs, which they do not attuinpl; to interfere with, or 
whether thoy include bogus clubs which they havo 


61.115. My point ia that tho enormously fewcv arrests 
on Sunday is duo to the fact that thorn are not the 
facilities that there are on other days P— Of course if 
you diminish the facilities, to a certain extent yon will 
diminish dniukonness, but the extent is very small to 
my mind. 

61.116. On the question of clnbs, I gather that your 
contention is that the Suuday closing and restrictions 
toad to develop clnbs? — Yes. 

61.117. You are no doubt aware that the clubs are 
tho fewest where tho Sunday closing is complete P — 
Of course that is so in the rural districts of Ireland ; 
for Sunday closing is only in the rural districts of 
Ireland ; they have not tho clubs that they havo in the 
towns. 


61,118- Sunday closing is in all the towns except 
five? — Yes, but they are the smaller towns. 


61.119. But there are fewer clubs there? — I cannot 
take that. In proportion, to the population of course 
thero are, because the working men are fewer. Thoy 
have not the opportunities of banding together. There 
are not the trade societies, and the same facilities for 
establishment of clnbs in the rural districts that them 
are in the cities ; but that does not at all touch the 
question. 

61.120. Take Dublin. In England, where wo have 
not had tho special Sunday closing legislation, there 
are towns about the size of Dublin which have far 
more clubs than they have in Dublin, which seems to 
indicato that the springing up of clubs is not due to 
Snnday closing? — Perhaps we have been speaking of 
different kinds of clubs. I am speaking of clubs with 


liars. 


include bogui 
higher. 

61.131. Thoy give every club of which they havo any 
lcnowledgo whatever throughout tlio whole country? 

— Lf thero is a bogns club, and they acknowledge its 
existence, thoy must be prosoontiug it. My contention 
is that there are a largo number of bogus clubs of which 
tho police do not toko cognisance. 

61.132. That is a little wide of our present mark 
The authorities iu giving us these returns also pointed 
out somo of tho technical difficulties which they ex- 
perienced in prosecuting thorn P — Yos, I have just 
mentioned in my evidence the difficulties aro very 
great. 

61.133. You seemed to think that there was no Abo® 
necessity for special legislation regarding liquor iu drioWJ 
Ireland ? — L said thero was no necessity for farther inl» t | 
restrictions. 

61,134 You think that they do not drink excessively 
as compared with other countries P — I dispute the 
proposition which seems to bo so constantly before the 
House of Commons and tho country, that wo are a 
drunken race of people in Ireland. I say that tbo 
statistics look high, bnt it is duo to tho different manner 
in which the law is administered in tho two countries. 

Take, for instance, the arrests for simple drunkenness. 

A qnoslion was put to mo on Wednesday with regard 
to that. 1 have since looked nt tho figures, and I And 
in the police statistics that the total arrosie in Dublin 
for 1896, which is tho last your for which we have that 
return, wore 7.677. Of tbeso 5,811 were for simple 
droukenuoss j thut is, comparing it with an English 
city you strike out 5,000, which would not be included 
if Dublin wore an English city. That makes a very 
important change. 

61,135. I am not dealing with the question of tlio 
arrests for drunkenness now. My point is this ■ “10 
expenditure of the people of Ireland on drink per head 
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as far as I know, in the trade. I aru speaking of Dublin. 
No demand has been made to extend the hours on 
Sunday I think; but in the rural districts I think 
there is a great difference of opinion as to whether it is 
a useful thing to close up certain public-houses, ear. in . 
some of the villages, and allow persons who travel 
three or four miles to have drink when others cannot. 

I am not sure that on the whole tho Irish people would 
not prefer to leave the question as it is, rather than to 
reopen it. 

61,115. I am referring particularly at the moment to 
the view of the trade in Dublin, with which no doubt 
you are acquainted P — Yes. 


is considerably loss than the people or Great Britain, is 
it not? — I am uoL quite certain. I take it from yon, of 
course. 

61.136. In connection with another question, which 
we will not open up, it is generally contended, I think, 
that the people of Ireland, taking Ireland as a whole, 
have only about one-twentieth part of the wealth of 
Great Britain ? — Yes. 

61.137. On that basis the people of Ireland spend 65 
per cent, more per head on liquor in proportion to their 
means than the people of Great Britain do P — Perhaps 
to some extent that is accounted for by the class of drink 
which they cake. They have different tastes, and they 
have different kinds of drink. I have not gone into it 
sufficiently to be able to answer you. They take stronger 
drink in Ireland, and consequently more expensive drink 
I think the disposition to take strong drink is diminish- 
ing in Ireland. Beer, and other light drinks are taken 
more extensively. 

61.138. Would not that indicate that if by legislation 
we could diminish the amount of drinking in Ireland, it 
would be an advantage ? — If you could diminish the 
amount of drinking, certainly it would be an advantago. 

My position is that those who take up tho temperance 
question in Ireland are not pursuing it from the point 
of view of temperance but the point of view of total 
ulistincuee from drink; that they want to prevent any 
person who wishes to have a drink from taking it. 

The restriction which they seek is only a step in tho 
direction iu which they would go of slmttmg-up public- 
houses and drink altogether. It may be a very good ' was concerned, they did not desire any further restric- 
condition of things, hut I am not prepared to force tions, neither did they desire any further extension ?— 


61,147. You are authorised to do so? — No, I am not 
at nil. My constituency is a mixed constituency. 1 am 
uot authorised to represent them in any way. Since I 
represented Dublin, and before, when I represented a 
constituency in the centre of Ireland, where the Sunday 
closing question was a very strong question with tho 
clergy, my views have been always precisely tho same 
ou thus 


is question. 

61,1-18. I think you 6tated that you had peculiar 
means of knowing the real view of the trade P — Of 
knowing the real views of tho working men of Dublin, 
the “trades,” I think I said, not the “trade,” if you 
menu the liquor trade ; I menu the tradesmen. 

61,14-9. You stated that as far as the trade in Dublin 


. E things, but 1 am not prepare 

my opinions upon every one else. As I have 
plained, I am a teetotaler, but I would not like to force 
everybody to be a teetotaler because it may suit me. I 
do not know why there ought to bo any interference 
with anything except drunkenness. It is tho abuse of 
drink which I think the public has a right to take 


I have never seen any demand made by them for any 
further extension of the hours. 

61,150. The view of the trade ns to further restric- 
tions is a very natural view, is it not ? — I think it is. 
Of course men who have paid very large sums of money 
for tlieir houses, and have invested all the savings of 


cognizance of. and tho legislation to proviso for. Ido their lives in them, naturally enough resent any restric- 
not know why there should be any special legislation, tion which is likely to deprive them of tlieir property, 
because persons may take drink when other persons I may say also, from what I know of them, there could 
may not tliiuk it desirable for themselves. not be, generally speaking, a more respectable body of 

61,139. I should occupy another half-hour if I wore men the publicans who have the trade in Dublin, 
to enter on a discussion of that, and therefore I do not They stand at the very head of the commercial men ot 
do so ? — I only explain my views. It may seem some- Dublin. 

what inconsistent that a man who is a teetotaler 61,151. You admit that it is a natural business view 
himself should take up tho line I take up. which they take ? — Certainly. 

01,1-10. It does not matter what the aim and ohjoot 61,152. {Mr. ILyslop. ) I believe that the constituency 
of individuals may bo. Tho statistics clearly show that which you represent m Dublin is principally a working 
the restrictive legislation of the past has reduced man’s constituency? — Yes. My constituency is tho 
drunkenness in Ireland, and has not, as you havo largest in point of size and population, and is very 
suggested, set up an extra number of clubs? — That is largely a working constituency. It is the Harlxmr 
your conclusion ; it most certainly is not mino. My Division, extending ou both sides of the river fur a 
contention is that tho improvement of the social con- considerable distance. 

dition of tho peoplo of Ireland is going steadily on, and 61,153. Tho question upon which you lmvo given 
is diminishing dninkenness, and that without any evidence is tho question of Sunday closing. That lias 
interference of Parliament or the Legislature ; as that p ooa al existence for some 20 years P— Yes. 


61,141. I venture to suggest that tho social improve- 
ment is tho result of the diminished drunken ness? — I do 
not think bo. I know tho social condition of tho people. 
Apart from that, it has been improved almost 50 per 
cent, in tho last 20 years in Ireland. Their living has 
been improved; their clothing has been improved: 
their habitations have boon improved; and all that is 
certainly not due to the Sunday Closing Act. Wo 
consider it due to some action of ours, the Irish repre- 
sentatives, quite independent of that. 


61,154. May I ask you if you were in the House when 
that Bill was passed P— No. I came to tho House in 


61,142. {Mr. Grinling.) With regard to the number 
of clubs, you were asked whether tho number of clubs 
was 51 in Dublin ? — Yea. 


61.155. It was passed in 1878 ? — Yea. 

61.156. Efforts havo Ijccu mado from year to year to 
extend the Act, I think, by including the exempted cities ? 
— Yes. 

61.157. It was thought wiso when the Act was passed 
that those cities should be exempted P — Yes. 

61.158. Containing a large population ? — Yes. 

61.159. The Bill of 1878, I think, was passed on a 
Saturday P — I do not remember. 


61,143. I think Mr. Mollon’s answer on that subject 
clears that up. Ho says, “On the 1st of January in the 
“ current year wo had 50 clubs in which excisable 


61,160. You, perhaps, cannot remember how many 
members were present at the passing of that measure ? 
—No, I do not remember ; I never heard it discussed. 


1,161. I think you have stated that you see r 


“ goods were sold, or oonsumed.” Clearly that would necessity for extending legislation to these; exempted 
uot include tho bogus clubs P— I should thinknot. I cities P—No, ami I tt^k^theyjtfuid now.^ with^ tho 


should take tho number to be much larger. I should houses open for a considerable time on Sundays, they 


take the 50 inontioned by Mr. Mallon to be 50, with 
which he thought he would have no right to interfere. 
Clubs so constituted that lie or tho police authority 
could not properly interfere with them. 


61,144. {Mr. Hoherts. ) I think your evidence may he 
summarised as to this effect, so far as tho trade in Ire- 


bear a very favourable comparison with the larger 
towns whore tho Sunday Closing Act is in operation. 

61,162. Prom the questions put to you upon tliis Com- 
mission. naturally one would conclude that the passing 
of the Sunday Closing Act has been altogether of groat , 

S ood to Ireland, producing an extraordinary- change 
™» 


land goes, they do not desire to have any further the people ?_ — I cannot accept that at all. The change 
restriction, but they do not at tlic same time require or in the people, in their manner of living, and m then- 
demand any extension P— No demand has been made, social condition, ib duo entirely to other circumstances. 

Y 4 
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Mr. T. The general body of tlio peasantry of Ireland hav6 had 
Hai ring- their social position improved. I should say, 50 per cent. 
ton.JI.P. within the lust 20 years. They are a ditferont class 

and a different peasantry; anil most certainly I do not 

3 May ’98 attribute it to tue Sunday closing. 

61,163. Yon think the great changes in the social 
condition of the people ure due to other causes than 
Sunday Closing? — Yes; and these causes are still in 
operation, and still progressing. I think the social 
condition of tho people will in the next few years im- 
prove very much more. I may say the improvement in 
the housing of the [ioor has a very great deal to say to 
it. A working uir.u living in a small room with his 
whole family around him, having very often only tho 
one apartment for the whole of his family, has not tho 
same inducement to spend tho whole of his Sunday and 
idle time in that house which he would have if he had 
a better house and better accommodation. Naturally 
ouongh, men in that position have had, in the past, to 
go out and meet tbeir l'rieuds and often to go into the 
public-houses. I think that us you improve the houses 
of the poor you will very sensibly diminish the dis- 
position to go to tlio public houses. That has taken 
place largely in tho rural districts of Ireland, where 
labourers' cottages, with throe or four compartments, 
have been built for the agricultural labourers ; and in 
the towns of Ireland there is a very considerable 
improvement in the housing, especially in Dublin. 

61,161. Might I suggest that education has had a 
great deal to do with the change ? — In my opinion it 
has hud a grout deal to do with it. 

■ ni0 61,165. 1 should like to take for a moment the question 

exempted Sunday closing in Ireland as it is, and to compare 

cities. the exempted cities. Can you tell us what were the 
arrests for druukenness daring 1897 in the exempted 
cities on Sundays? — They were 1,802 in the year. 1 
have not tho figures for the rest of Ireland, 

61.166. How many would that be on each of Sunday 
of the year ? — it would be one iu every 24,000 of the 
population ; and if you take into account what I have 
fiiated, that tho greater portion of these arrests are eases 
of simple drunkenness, not drnnk and disorderly, which 
would not ho arrests at all in this country, tho proportion 
is still further diminished to one-third. 

61.167. Wlmi is tliu total population ? — The total 
population of tlio police districts of the cities, because 
tlio police districts ox toad beyond tho cities, is 800,000, 

1 think. 

61.168. Iu the five exempted cities there is a population 
of some 800,000? — Yos. When 1 apeak of tho population 
of Dublin, Kingstown, mid Blackrock, I mean Dublin, 
the police district which extends beyond tho city. 

61.169. Have you taken out the proportion of the arrests 
in the 800,000 ? — The total arrests in 1897 for those live 
cities wns 1,802. Water lord was tho highest ; it stands 
at tho head, and though it is tho highest for the whole 
year, it moans only two arrests on the Sunday all tho 
year round. That is not an abnormally large number. 

61,170. Those nre the statistics with regavd to the 
exempted cities, and these would compare favourably 
with the rural districts where the Act is in operation P 
— I think so. 

C1.17L. Is it your opinion that further restrictions 
would not conduce to increased sobrioty P — That is my 
opinion. A pun who wishes to get dvunk would have 
sufficient facilities to do so, no mutter how yon restrict 
him. My chief objection to further restriction is the 
class of drunkenness which it begets. I think if a 
working man is driven to keep drink in his house, ot- 
to have recourse to shebeens i'or it, it is a much more 
dangerous and demoralising description of drinking 
than his having recourso to a public- house with a friend, 
where we know tho public-house must be wcll-con- 
ducted, and where it is under police supervision. I 
cannot regard anything as more dangerous than the 
storing of drink on Saturday night, and bringing it 
into the family, and keeping it before the children. 
That I should regard as a most deplorable result of 
farther restriction. These pcoplo have no wine cellars ; 
they cannot stove it away ; it is in tho presence of the 
children; and if there is an objection to a child going 
into a public-house on Sunday to bring ont beer for 
tho Sunday dinner, there ought to be tenfold more 
objection to having the drink under tho child’s nose 
24- hours before that. 

61 ,172. If the districts whore drink is prohibited can 
obtain drink on the Sundays, which they must do to 


produce those convictions, there can surely be no nse injf T 
restricting the licensed houses or shutting them up ?_ | 

No. To my mind there is none. My idea is that the Ion ifp 
legislature should be rigid in enforcing the luws in ' 
regard to druukeaness, to punish the man who gets 
drnnk, and to punish the publican who makes him 
drnnk; and I think it is there that the law uught to 
be vindicated. But I think the closing of tho public, 
houses, and the taking away of the liberty of a man 
who is not given to excess, is not the way to settle the 
question. 

61.173. Would the closing of public-houses curlier on Earlr 
Saturdays, in your opiniou, produce any ill effects?— clo-in- 
1 think it would bo a most dangerous experiment. My Satutibii 
opinion is that the closing of public-houses earlier on 
Saturday nights would lead to any amount of illicit 
drinking. If yon could guarantee that the people would 

go homo at nino o'clock and go to bod, is would be nil 
right; bat I am afraid you could not effect that. 

61.174. (Mr. Young.) If there lie a slight felling off iu Home 

the arrests on Sunday in consequence of diminished houiu drinkit: b 

does it follow that drunkenness in the people's dwellings 
does not take place as on other clays ? — What I should 
be chiefly afraid of would be the drunkenness in the ?. 

dwellings. I am much more alarmed nt the prospect 
of introducing diniikcnness into the home than having 
it outside, because I think it leads to much more 
demoralisation. I think the effect of a father coming 
homo drunk is bad enough on the children, but I am 
afraid tho effect would bo worse if they were looking 
at the operation of his getting drunlc in his own house, 
with the dangerous tendency of bis offering them drink 
and getting them to share iu his demoralisation. 

61.175. (Mr. Whitiakor.) The Report of the Com- 
mittee in 1888 was that that kind of thing did not 
occur ?■— I am not very conversant with the Report, but 
I know if you impose restrictions it will occur; and to 
some extent I am sure is has occurred. 

61.176. (Mr. Walker.) I think you informed tho Com- 
mission that you were a total abstainer P — Yes. 

61.177. Therefore it is ouly right to assume that yon 
do not come hero as an advocate of the publican, but 
more as the friend of the public ? — I come hero not as 
an advocate of any one party. To a groat extent, I am 
here because I do not snare iu the imputations made 
upon my country that wo arc a drunken people. I 
come hero to resent that. That is my reason for being 
hero at all. I think that lias boon pushed too far against 
our people. 

61.178. Although n total abstainer yourself, you aro 
nut an enemy of moderate drinking? — No ; I am not 
a man who would go iu for tlio abolition of all drink. 

I meet a lot of good follows who can take their drink 
and who do not drink to excess. If all people drank 
moderately without drinking to excess. I do not know 
why there should be any intorfcrcnco by the law at 
all. 

61.179. You would not support prohibition ?— No ; Proki!- 

certainly not. tioa 

61.180. Would you endorso this P This is a Report 

by Mr. Fnnshawo with regard to the liquor legislation ft 

of the United States. “ Tlio prohibition law has ji 

‘ ‘ brought nothing bnt dissension. Almost every home be 

“ hns become a bar-room ; and evei-v young man has 
“ his bottle, so as to return the hospitality of his 
“ neighbour." That ia a state of things yon would not 
like ? — That is precisely what I should be nfiaid of. I 
regard that as much worse than two friends meeting 
and going into a pablic-honse and having a drink, 
making the public-house their club, to a certain 
extent. 

61.181. Ho further says : “ I found five young men 
“ the other night, who only two years ago had never 
“ tasted liquor " — that was nt the period of the pro- 
hibition established in the State of Georgia — “ m o 
“ deplorable plight, oacli with bis bottle in his hip 
“ pocket. I had occasion to ontcr tho room of a 
“ friend, nnd found there six of tho best known young 
“ men of Atalunta drunk and asleep, while upon the 
“ table stood six empty bottles." That is a state or 
things which you would probably contemplate m 
Ireland should further restrictions Do imposed ?— Yes ; 
and from a short experience of America, I may say 1 
found where prohibition is in full force that there « 
much more recourso to the druggist’s shop, where 
drink is sold as a drug, than there is under ordinnrj 
circumstances iu other countries. 
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61.182. Would you be inclined to consider that the 
present restriction on 8 an day is an infringement of the 
liberty of the subject, or, that it certainly would be so 
if it wore further extended? — I think so. 1 do not see 
why Sunday is selected. We have not that strict view 
with regard to Sunday in Ireland which exists in the 
other portions of the United Kingdom. It seems to me 
ns if this Sunday legislation had been forced upon us 
by a class who do not precisely understand our views on 
the question. We really do not see why Sunday is 
taken above nil other tiroes. Of course temperance 
reformers say thoy take Sunday because the working 
man is idle, and they want to save his family from his 
extravagance ; but those reformers would sliut np public- 
houses altogether, and abolish drink altogether.' That 
is mv view of them. I think the whole temperance 
question is being pushed from the poiut of view of total 
prohibition, though they do not go to that extent, 
because they cannot got it. 

61.183. Was nnt the second reading of tho Irish 
Sunday Closing Bill of last session passed by the Scotch 
rote? — Well, it was not passed by the Irish vote; butl 
do not remember the figures. There was a majority of 
two on the Irish vote. 

61,181. Had it not boeu for the Scotch vote the 
Bill would have been thrown out by u considerable 
majority ? — Yes. 

61.185. The fact that the members were so evenly 
balanced shows that there was a very large minority 
opposed to the Bill? — That is so; aud that minority is 
becoming larger every year as the Bill is discussed in 
tho House. The majority by which the Bill was carried 
last time was the smallest majority by which it has 
been corned in ray recollection. 

61.186. (Hr. Whittaker.) Is not there a very well- 
known reason for thatP — If you know il, you might 
suggest it. 1 do not knew what it is. My reason is, 
that tlio Irish members have appreciated that the 
necessity for farther restriction is not so great ns thoy 
look it to be some time ago, and that the condition of 
the people is improving without that restriction. 


61.193. Would you be disposed to endorse the etatc- ji/ r y. 

ment of Mr. Justice Grantham wheD, in charging the Hnrring- 
grand jury at Cardiff, he said : " But there is uo doubt ion, if. in. 
“ at all about it. that there is less drunkenness where 

“ there is more drink than there is where there is more 3 Muy '98 

“ teetotalism "? — It is a vory general proposition, and I 

should like to know tho circumstances to which it wus 
applied before I endorsed it. 

61.194. Charging the grand jury, he says: “ I want 

to know why the people should not, be allowed to take 

“ a cpiiet glass of beer o.n a Sunday as well as on any 
“ other day ” ? — That is precisely my position.. My idea 
is that the legislature ought to punish excess, and that 
the laws couid not be too stringent for the punishment 
of excess ; but that it is wrong in principle to prevent 
the use of drink nnless you are going to abolish it. 
everywhere and in all social circles. If you allow the 
gentleman to have his wine cellar, you must allow the 
working-mau to have his pint of beer. If the one goes 
to excess, I think he ought to be punished quite as m ich 
as the other. Equal legislation is what I go for. 

(il,195. If this measure were passed and tho now 
exempted cities were included, you are of opinion that 
shebeens and clubs would vory naturally increase? — I 
think they would very largely increase. My view i3 that 
their influence is very demoralising, and much worse 
than any drinking that, can take place in public- 
houses. 

61,1 !)6. Prom your knowledge of Lhe world generally, Licensed 
nnd speaking as a total abstainer, you arc of opinion bouses iu 
that a well-conductod public-house, with a proprietor Dublin, 
responsible to tho authorities, is certainly preferable to 
any such places as clubs or shebeens ? — Most certainly. 

I know a good deal of the circumstances of the public- 
houses in Dublin, aud I should think that 90 per 
cent., of them arc certainly most excellently conducted 
1 know the men at the head of them, nnd I boiieve that 
no persons conld be harder on drunkenness than thoy 
are. both with rognrd to tho servants in their own 
employment and ns to allowing anything like drunken- 
ness on their promises. That is my knowledge of tho 
trade in Dnblin. 


61.187. Is it not because of the much more intimate 
relations that have grown up between the Irish mem- 
bers and the trade P— No, I do not think so. I do not 
know that any more intimate relatiouH have grown up, 
for this reason : Tirol iu recent years the Irish mem- 
bers have divided into dillerout parties on nearly all 
public questions. Those who were once h very united 
baud are disunited now, and 1 think it would, be the 
other way. 

61.188. Is it not because there is a division, and that 
one of the sections has practically become the trade 
party? — I do not think so. 1 do not know what section 
you mean. 'L’ho section I did belong to lias been con- 
sidered to be friendly to the trade, but it only consisted 
of 10 members ; that would not make a very appreciable 
difference. Some of tho 10 are very strong temperance 
advocates. Mr. Itedinond was, I believo, vice-president 
of the Temperance Alliance. 

61.189. (Mr. Walker.) Is it your opinion that the 
opposition to a measure of this bind is increasing daily 
in Ireland ? — My impression is that tho opposition to it 
is increasing. 

61.190. Is it increasing among the classes in Dublin 
whose convenience this measure interferes with? — I 
think so. 1 think those arc tho only parties who ought 
to be regarded on the question. I think it is the men who, 
to some extent, are in such a position of life that tliey 
would have to use public-houses, whose opinions ought 
to bo taken into consideration, and not those who never 
did and never will use them. 

61.191. I gather from your evidence that you have 
had very considerable experience as a barrister in the 
law courts, aud, generally speaking, os a politician 
among the classes in Dublin affected by this measure ? 
—Certainly. 

61.192. As the result of that intercourse and know- 
ledge, you say that the opposition to this measure is 
very considerably increasing ?— It is. 1 think you may 
take the fact that I, representing as I do, a constituency 
over 11,000 voters, come to give evidence upon the 
question, as a proof in itself that there is a very strong 
opposition, aua that tho temperanc e movement is not so 
strong, and that the body of opinion in favour of 
furthor restrictive legislation is not so great iu Ireland 
os it is represented to be. 


GI.197. Do you think it is desirable that the physical 
condition of the premises where tho trade is carried on 
should bo improved ? — I know we are very careful in 
Dublin about tho condition of the pi-emises. I see the 
Iteconier of Dnblin hero. 1 have the honour of appearing 
vory frequently before him in bis court. He Is very 
exact botli as to the loculity where tho pulilio-hoiisos 
aro situated and as to tho physical circu instances of tho 
houses themselves. He is most rigid about preventing 
any increase of public-houses, and he is certainly most 
rigid about allowing public-houses to be placed where 
any of the working men’s dwellings have been erected, 
where they might catch hold of the working men and 
spread any demoralisation amongst them. If ever lie 
sis disposed to grant a license to anybody, it is by getting 
him to extinguish n license in a low locality where it is 
likely to do harm, and giving an extension or privilege 
to some publican situated in a respectable portion of 
the city. 

61.198. There has been very. considerable attention 
directed to this improvement in Dublin of late years, I 
believe ? — Yes ; aud I may say the Kecorder is un- 
remitting in bis eudeavour to improve the city in that 
respect. 

61.199. I believe the licensed houses in Dublin have, 
physically and architecturally speaking, very con- 
siderably improved during the last few years ? — I think 
they have. 

61.200. That you consider is an advantage to the 
public ? — I think so. 

61.201. It increases the value of the houses and 
increases the responsibility of the proprietors.? --Yes. 

Very few proprietors in any respectable position in 
the trade in Dublin arc ever brought into the police 
court. There are in tho trade in Dublin men who have 
never hod a complaint against them, 

61.202. The more respectable the man, tho better his 
house is conducted ? — Yea. 

61.203. And the stronger the guarantee to the autho- 
rities and the public that it will bo well conducted? — 

Yes. 

61.204. It has been stated here by a witness that he Endorsing 
would prefer to have every offence, no matter how couvic- 
slight, endorsed on the license, and there to remain tions. 
until it was removed by the lapse of time, say five 
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Mr. T. years. Are yon of tliat opinion ? — No ; from my 
Harring- experience of the court, I think a discretion ought to 
ton, M.P. be allowed to the magistrates. There are very often 

cases turning tip of a mere technical breach, as to 

3May’SS what might be considered tba line drawn by the 

• magistrates. A man may bo summoned by a policeman 

for opening bis bouse five minutes before the time. 
It may be owing to a difference in his clock. There ia 
a case in my mind in which 1 appeared professionally 
two or three, weeks ago. I was defending a case where 
a man hail been prosecuted for opening live minutes 
before 2 o’clock on Sunday. That was a case certainly 
where it ought to be in the discretion of the magistrate, 
if he felt himself compelled to impose a fine, not to record 
that fine on tlie liceuse. The evidence of the license 
would be taken as evidence of misconduct against that 
person on any future application. I do not think it 
ought to be so, and I think the magistrates ought to 
huvo a discretion. They nro really the Dest persons 
to judge whether that record onght to be placed on the 
license or not. 

61.205. Seeing that the magistrates have a discretion, 
and that in tbeir discretion they endorse the license, 
should not that be only a record of that proprietor's 
misdeeds, and not carried any further when he disposed 
of the property, and a respectable man entered into 

lossession ? Should not ho have a clean sheet or n clean 
jill of health? — Yes; it certainly ought not to be 
brought on to tlie new man. because tho party who goes 
in is the licensed party. It is not the premises that are 
licensed. 1 do not think the record of one man ought 
to be put on another. I think that would be unfair. I 
think generally the authorities do not interpret the law 
so very rigidly' us that they would punish the incoming 
man for the record of the outgoing man, unless he was 
associated with him. Supposing the incoming publican 
hud been the foreman of tho outgoing man, he would 
then perhaps be entirely responsible for the management 
of the house, and tlie authorities would rightly hold him 
ds being to some extent a party to what had taken 
place ; but. generally speaking, my impression is that 
the authorities do not interpret the law so very rigidly 
os that. 

61.206. True, but that would lie discovered on enquiry 
into his character? — Yes. 

Clubs. 61,207. You say that you have had some experience 

of tho nature of olube. Hnvo working men's clubs in 
Dublin, ns they have in England, a common bar 
and a counter, just as in any- public-houso? — No, nob 
precisely ns in a public-house. Generally speaking, tho 
oar ia at the end of the smoking room. Men sit down 
and talk, and the liar is generally at the end of that 
room, and they are supplied from the liar, except in the 
reading room. My experience is tliut where bonks and 
newspapers arc kept drink in nob supplied, but it is 
supplied in the billiard room, or in the smoking room. 

61.208. Onn a member of n club take a friend, or two 
or three Iriends, mid go to that counter and ask for 
drink P— ' Yes. 

01.209. And pay for it the same as iu on ordinary 
public-house P — Yea, ho writos tho name of tho friend 
in tho visitors' book as lie enters the clnb. 

61.210. So far as the consumption of drink aud 
drunkenness is concerned, it is quite as likely to accrue 
from that as from the public-house ? — I think a very 
considerable proportion of the Sunday statistics of 
drunkenness in Dublin do occur from these dubs. A 
great many of these arrests after 8 o’clock on Sunday 
night are, I think, traceable to them. 

61.211. That would in itself be evidence of the fact 
that if the hours were still farther restricted, these clubs 
arid illicit places would flourish ? — I should think they 
would extend. I may say with regal'd to some of these 
clubs in Dublin, we have had instances where men who 
have themselves been connected with tho law, police 
pensioners, for instance, who have very often become the 
heads of these clubs. They know the law very well, 
and they aro able to draft tho rales in such a manner 
that tho authorities arc not able to pick a hole in them, 
and they have led tho way in dofeating the authorities 
in establishing these clubs in Dublin. 

61.212. Should yon he willing to endorse the opinion 
that it would be a very bad day both for Ireland and 
England if the working people took to storing liquor in 
tliuir houses for quiet consumption ? —Yes -, 1 must 
confosn 1 should be very much alarmed ut a prospoct of 
that kind, having regard to tho fact that the houses are 
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very small, and that the means of stowing liquor away w 
from the family are very limited. " 

61,212. With reference to the homi Me traveller, a w ».i IP. 
12 milo radius has been suggested. That would ix: — - 

absurd, would it not ? — I think it, would he perfectly Tlle 
absurd. J 

61.214. If a mini went 12 miles, ho would be exhausted? 

— If ho walked 12 miles to have a drink, he would 
be a fool. 

61.215. A man ruling 12 miles would not be 
exhausted ? — Not so much. 

61.216. Therefore he would not require refreshment 
so much ns a man walking four inilos ? — I think the 
homi fill o traveller question and the Sunday closing 
merely shift the drinking from one locality to another. 

In my opinion it docs nothing more than that. During 
the hours public-houses are dosed in Dublin, within 
three or four miles in tho same police district, under 
the same authority, you have public-houses open the 
whole day, with a man standing at. the door, who 
challenges everyone : “Are you a homi Julo traveller? 

“ How far have you come P Whore did you sloop lust 
“ night ? ” and the man answers the questious and 
passes in. I see no advantage iu carrying out the law 
ui that manner. 

61.217. Do you desire to express an opinion as to License 
whether tho present licensing authority in Ireland anthorfx 
should be changed? — My impression is that the present 
licensing authority works very well. I nave heard 

some witnesses making recommendations. One witness. 

I think Father Furlong, recommended that two resident 
magistrates should be appointed to sit with the county 
court judge as the licensing authority for the county, 
with two other persons. The whole question conics in, 
who are the two other persons going to he. 

61.218. (Dean Dickinson.) Ho said two resident 
magistrates ; two persons who inay be resident magis- 
trates ; not two others ? — 1 beg your pardon, I think he 
did. He said two resident magistrates, two others, and 
the county court judge. 

61.219. (Mr. Widkcr.) Your opinion is that, the present 
licensing authority is satisfactory ? — Sometimes it is 
subject to abuse, but I think any system you have will 
bo subject, more or less, to abuse. Somolimos there is 
canvassing going on among tho friends to try and get a 
license. That canvassing will go on whoever is tho 
licensing authority. On the wliolo it is I'onnd that 
the magistrates coming from dillcvoiit districts of the 
county know the local circumstances, aud I think it is 
oil account of their knowledge: of the local circumstances 
that they have been put on ns helping the licensing 
authorities. 

61.220. Canvassing is a Tory common thing in all 
phases of life, is it not? — Among members ol' Parlia- 
ment I know it is very common. 

61.221. (Dcnn Dickinson.) The canvassing of members 
of Parliament is a totally dill'creat thing from the 
canvassing of men who nro silting iu a judicial position. 

You nro not supposed to lie sitting in any judicial 
position as members or Parliament ?— I anx afraid that 
in all countries of tho world, aud in nil circumstances 
of life, canvassing will more or less go on, even with 
rognvd t/j judicial mutters. 1 am not by any means in 
favour of it. I do not condone it. 

61.222. You said several times that you are, personally, Podcioo c: 

a total abstainer ? — Yes. witness. 

61.223. You defended yourself from tho charge of 
inconsistency in some of your present ovidenco in that 
position ? — No, I do not think there is any inconsistency 
al. all. nor even a suspicion of it. 

61.224. Is it not a fact that yon renresont a con- 
stituency, the largor proportion of which consists of 
publicans? — I should tliink a largo proportion of my 
constituency does consist of publicans, and we have 
some temperance societies too. 

61.225. Do answer my qncstion P — I liavo answered 
your question, but I am entitled to add to tho answer 
that, if the temperance societies wore so many in the 
constituency, and Iho feeling in favour of temporanee 
was so very strong, then, if 1 were having regal'd to the 
views of my constituency, J should not be here at all. 

61.226. You said tho feeling of opposition to Sunday 0pinj nD 
closing and Saturday earlier closing was growing. Has working 
there been any organisod movement or agitation on the cla!6 ’ es ' 
part of the working men of Dublin against Sunday or 
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Mt.T. Saturday closing P — There have been resolutions li-om 
jarring- the trades bodies through the representatives of the 
ns, 3I P- working mon. 

— 81,227. The trades anions? — Certainly. 

61,228. What trado ?— The Amalgamated Trades 
Unions of Dublin. 

81,220. I have never seen or heard of any public 
meeting of working men in opposition to Sunday 
closing . J — Resolutions have been frequently passed by 
the Trades Council oE Dublin, representing all the 
organised trades bodies of Dublin, and evidence was 
given before the Solect Committee in 1888 by repre- 
sentatives of that liody, on bohall' of that body, against 
further restriction. 

61.230. I nskod you, was there any movement on the 
part of the working mon generally in Dublin ? — No, I do 
not think thore has been any organised movement on 
the part of the working men against it, for this reason, 
that’ the working men know if you effect further prohi- 
bition they will easily havo their remedy in tbeir clubs 
and places where they can get drink ; and, as a matter 
of fact, the trades council that passed that resolution 
lias a bar in its own trado room. 

61.231. You state, by way of explaining something in 
Sir David Harrel’s evidence, that Sir David Han-cl was 
only a short time noting as Commissioner of Police ? — 
In 1888 he had been only a short time. 

61.232. Are you aware that Sir David Harrel bold for 
10 years the office of Chief Commissioner of Police in 
Dublin before he was made Under Secretary for 
Ireland P — We wore speaking of Sir David Harrel’B 
evidence in 1888. At that time he hnd not been many 
years in charge of the police in Dublin. 

61,238. He had been at least four ? — A year or two I 
think. My impression iB that 8ir David Harrel was 
appointed in 1886 or 1887. 

61,234'. Is it not a fact, as proved to you by several 
witnesses, that the number of Sunday aixests in She 
five exempted towns is exactly three times as much in 
proportion to population as in any other of the towns of 
Ireland non-osemptod P — That may be so. I do not 
know the exact figures, hut I should take it that that 
would be precisely the cose, because in the large cities 
where you have a large population thrown togothor, 
it is likely that tho statistics would run higher than in 
the rural districts whore the population is scattered. 
Arrests 61,235. You trace tho number of arrests in Dublin to 
for simple tho fact, that tho arrests thero are commonly made for 
tnnkca- simple drunkenness P — Yes. 

* BI ' 01,236. Aud yon excluded from the calculation at 
least 5,000 which wore to bo struck off us cases of simple 
drnnkennoss ? — Yes. 

61.237. Are you aware that under theActof 1874, which 
is tlie Act by which the police are guided, there is no 
atToafc for simple drunkenness ? Those are_ the words : 
“ Every person who is so drunk ns to bo incapable ” ; 
he must be drunk and disorderly in the public streets, 
or drunk and incapable of taking care of himself ? — 
That is not the law in Ireland. It is a legal question, 
and I will answer it. The reason I interrupted you 
was bccanso you had misstated the law in the com- 
mencement of your question. 

61.238. Lot me read tho clause : “ Every person who 
'* in any highway, or any public place, whether a 
“ building or not, is ro drunk as to be incapable of 
“ taking care of himself, may bo detained by any con- 
“ stable uutil ho can with safety to himself bo dis- 
“ charged, but if so detained he snail bo summoned in 
“ due coarse, and answer for such offence.” That is 
the whole P — No, it is one, bat it is not the whole. The 
arrests in Ireland for simple drunkenness take place 
under on earlier Statute, the Statute of 1886. If you 
look at Mr. Barton’s ovidonoo yon will see the position of 
the law pretty dourly. Lord Peel, when putting to me 
a question on it tho other day, referred to Mr. Barton’s 
evidence, aud gave by mistako.I think, as Mr. Barton’s 
opinion the opinion of one of the county court judges in 
Ireland. The position of the law is this. The arrests for 
simple drunkenness take place tinder the old Act of 
1836. Those arrests take place all over Ireland, 
including tlio exempted cities. Some time ago, a case 
came to bo tided before Judge Webb, the county court 
judge of Donegal. He held that the Statute of 1836, 
giving the power of arrest for simplo drunkenness, was 
implicitly repealed by the very section which yon speak 
of now, and no refused to uphold the conviction on that 


ground. But the authorities in Ireland dispute liis Mr T. 
judgment, and they are, ns Mr. Barton explained to Harring- 
thc Commission, bringing a ease into the superior ton, M. P. 

courts to establish the fact that his law was wrong, and 

arrests are taking place os a matter of fact In hits 3 May ’08 
district, and in every other district in Ireland, under —— ~ — 
the old Statute of 1836. which is still iu operation, for 
simple drunkenness. Mr. Barton distinctly stated in 
evidence — 1 have had nu opportunity of referring to it, 
because I spoke to him on it— that the authorities did nod 
agree with Judge Webb, and were bringing a case into 
Court to upset his decision. IF you look at the heading 
of the Polico Returns yon will see, “ Drunkenness not 
" associated with any other offence.” Those prosecu- 
tions are taken under the Statute of 1836. 

61.239. We will pass from that to another question. 

What did you state was tho number of bogus clubs in 
Dublin? — I did not state tho number; the” number of 
clubs given to me was 51. 

61.240. Tho whole iiumlier of clubs in Dublin, clubs Clubs in 
of all sorts, was stated by Mr. Mallon to ho 56, and of Dublin, 
those 50 clubs ho said thore were only a dozon irregular 
drinking clubs ; and he said there were in Dublin three 
proprietary clubs which are illegal, as ho stated. The 
number of 50 or 51 included clubs of all kinds ? — I find 

it very difficult to distinguish between what is a bogus 
club and what is u club which is really allowed by law. 

I do not think Mr. Mallon could attempt to draw the 
line of separation between them. 

61.241. I pass to another and more important question. Dublin 
Yon statedlast Weilnesday in your evidence that evory police atut 
policeman in Dublin was supposed to have five cases in drunken 

a month ; every policeman was supposed to show a persons, 
certain amount of activity. It is question 60,965. 
(Chairman.) “ I suppose it is not an injunction to the 
“ polico from any superior authority that they must 
“ show five cases a month ?” You answer: “I think 
“ it is. I understand that a circular has been issued to 
“ the Dublin Police. 1 hope if the Rev. Dean disputes 

II my evidence (Dean Dickinson.) I do not dispate 

“ it, I deny it.” And then you ask mo to ask the 
Commissioner of Polico. I have asked the Commis- 
sioner of Polioe, and I have seen the circular which 
you refer to, and the circular asks the nnmber of arrests 
made. The object of the circular is stated to be this, 
and it is this, and I havo the authority of the Assistant 
Commissioner of Polico to make this statement bc.ore 
tho Commission. The object of that circular is in order 
to discover in what districts the policeman lias tho 
most arduous work, in order that, the duty of the polico 
nitty be fairly equalised, and a man who is in a very 
ouict distriot may be sent to a more troablesome 
district, and the man who has had a very great deal of 
tronblo may bo relieved for a short time by an exchange 
into soma quieter district. That was tho object of the 
circular, it was in order to ascertain tho character of 
the district, and tho amount of tho policeman’s trouble, 
that the circular was issued. That puts a totally 
different complexion on it. Yon stated that as a matter 
of information, but you hnd not seen the circular and 
l have, and that was the object of it, and I am 
authorised by the Commissioner to state so to-day? 

— Will you allow me to explain. I do not think you 
have qnite shaken my view as to what tho purport of the 
circulur is. My impression of the circular was gathered 
from a policeman who came to speak to me on the 
street about it, anil who was to mo an utter stranger. 

61.242. Yon heard that from a discontented con- 
stable P— I do not think that the man who spoke to me 
was a discontented constable, bnt I took his interpreta- 
tion of a oircnlnr directed to him requiring him to do a 
certain duty as on the whole likely to he the best 
impression as to the effect which the circular produced 
on tlie polioe. 

61.243. It was not a circular addressed to the police, 
but to the superintendent in each district in order that 
tho return or tho number of arrests might bo taken by 
the Chief Commissioner as tho measure of the tronblo 
connected with the particular district, and iu order to 
lend to a fair exchange of duty? — Of course, if you say 
that it had only application to arrests, and that you 
saw tho circular, I give way. I think I should explain 
my position with regard to it. A police constable ex- 
plained to m© as a grievance calculated to do harm, in 
tho force, and injury to certain men who may not be 
very active, that thia circular was read on parade, by 
which it was expected (that is how I pnt it iu my 
evidence) that overy policumau would have at least 
five cases a month. 
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Mr. T. 61,244. There is not a word of that in the circular ? — 
^ ne momenf - If Oiis circular wna read on parade, if 
tun, M.P. tl lt > superintendent has to report on his sheet the 
~~ policemen who have not five eases a mouth, I make 
3 May 9 8 y on a p W8on t D f the term circulars ; I do not mind 
whether ycu call it a circular, or what you call it, the 
effect of this on the activity which Father Furlong 
spoke to as being necessary on tho part of the police, 
would be very great. Ho wanted to bribe them by 
giving them a portion of the fino. That is the reason I 
drew attention to it. My contention is that the police 
are stimulated to activity without giving them portions 
of die fine, and that they are constantly reminded of 
(he necessity of bringing on cases of that, kind, whether 
you spenk of the polioo in Dublin or throughout 
Ireland. 

61.245. The Commissioner of Polioo authorises mo 
also to say that the aljseuco of arrests is taken n» 
evidence of tho efficiency of tho policeman, and tho 
quietness ot' tho neighbourhood, brought about by his 
vigilance? — I have the very highest opinion of the 
Commissioner of Police, of tho Assistant Commissioner 
of Police, and of the police themselves as a body I 
do not believe in any country in the world there are 
better men. 

61.246. Do not you think T was hound to vindicate 
the character of the Commissioner who you say was 
most respectable, and yet proposed to bribe the police 
under his charge? — I made no such allegation, and 
there is no man in the world who would bo more slow 
to make an allegation of bribery against him than I 
would. On the contrary, 1 resented very strongly the 
suggestion of a witness here that the police ought to 
be bribed, and I believe the police in Ireland would 
themselves reseat it quito ns strongly, and would 
repudiate the idea that they ought to bo bribed for 
the exercise of their duty. I believe they are incapable 
of ifc. 

61.247. Did not yon use the word “bribed” just 
now P — No. I spoke of a witness, that is Father 
Furlong, who suggested that they ought to get a 
portion of the fine inflicted on the publican, or the 
person who is drunk. 

Mixed 61,248. (Vieoounl He Prsc».) You are opposed to any 

trades in interference with the mixed trades?— Yes. So far as 
ublic- I know Dublin I do not think yon could very well 
cases. interfere. 

61,249. Aro they mostly grocers ? — A largo body of 
them arc. 

The witnes 


61.250. Provision merchants generally ? Yes. 

61.251. Ho you know from your experience of Dublin ffitrnl- 

particularly in your own division, what proportion of lon.lf.p. 

the provision merchants do not hold licenses. Cau you ■ 

form any idea without giving the figures ?— A large 
proportion of them hold spirit licenses, spirit grocers, 
and there is a general complaint in Dublin that the 
spirit, grocers' licenses are granted too easily. It, j s 
not the licensing authority, not the Recorder, "whn has 
the granting of them, and there is a general feeling 
of uneasiness that tho spirit grocers’ licenses are 
becoming too common. 

61.252. I am talking of those who sell “ on.” Do 
you consider that there aro a sufficient number of 
provision merchants, who do not hold licenses, to 
supply the wants of the inhabitants of your division 
which you represent, during tho prohibited hours, say 
after the closing hours on Saturday, and during the 
closing hours ori Sunday P — 1 do not think bo. I 
think the number of provision merchants, grocers 
who do not hold licenses, is exceedingly small in my 
division. 

61.253. ( Sir Algernon West. ) In talking of the rcso- ciuks 
I ut ions which have been passed by trades associations 

iu Dublin, 1 understood you to any that they them- 
selves have a bar in their own room ? — I spoke of one 
trade association of the Trades Council representing 
all the trades of Dublin ; I spoke of them as passing 
a resolution against the operation of the Sunday 
Closing Act, ami I said they spoke as the representa- 
tives of all the organised trade bodies, but as a matter 
of fact in their own trade boll they hnve a club. 

Gl,254. You draw a distinction between a club that 
is a legal club aud one that is not? — Yes; it is not an 
illegal club at all. All the members have to pay their 
subscriptions, and it is very rigidly and carefully 
carried on. 

61.255. ( Viscount do Vesoi.) lb is not only a long bar, 
but they sell provisions ? — It is a club with billiard 
tables and rooms for amusements. 

61.256. (Sir Algernon IPieaf.) They only supply 
members? — Only to mcmborii, or visitors introduced 
by members. 

61.257. The visitors do not pay for their refresh- 
ments? — No, that is tho distinction between a bogus 
club aud a roal club. 

withdrew. 


Sir Fueiusiuck Richard Fai.kiner colled in and examined. 


® fr 61,258. (Sir Algernon Weal.) You arc Recorder of 

Fnlkmer. Dublin P— Yes. 

Position of 61,259. Will yon tell the Commission how long you 
witness. have held that office P — I have completed my 21st year. 

I have served more than 21 yoars in the office of 
Recorder of the City of Dublin. In tho year 1881, 1 
think, the duties of the county court judge, or chair- 
manship, as it was called, of the county of Dublin, 
were imposed on the duties of the Recordership. I have 
been chairman of quarter sessions, or county court 
judge of the county of Dublin, since 1880, and I have 
been Recorder of the Oily of Dnblin, the old office, from 
1876. 

61.260. You held that office during the Committees 
of 1877 and 1887? — Yes, and I had the honour of being 
examined by them, before Sir Michael Hicks Bench's 
Commission iu 1877, and before the Committee of tho 
House of Commons presided over by the present Mr. 
Justice Madden, then the Solicitor-General for Ireland, 
in 1888. 

Sunday 61,261. I think you would bo ready to give your 
nnd early opinion to the Commission on the subject of Sunday 
Saturday closing, and Saturday early closing P — Speaking of the 
cloiing. matter from large experience, 1 think it is perhaps tho 
most important question. There are very large and 
widely trenching topics connected with the general 
administration of the licensing law, hut I, who view this 
subject of early Saturday and Sunday closing not from 
a temperance or from an anti-liquor point of view, but 
as a great social question, think that this is by far the 


most important of the questions with wliicli those who Sir F. S 
aro interested in social welfare of the peoplo have to FAhhtr. 
deal — I mean as connected with tho licensing law. I • — ■ 

may state that tho evidence which I ventured to give 
when my experience was small in 1877, which was 
confirmed in 1888, has never had any tiling to sluiko it 
in the interval, and that looking nt the matter, as I 
think we ought all to do, from tho point of view of tho 
welfare of tho people in these democratic days, I think 
it of vast importance, if we can, to save, so far as 
legislation can do it, tho wages of the wage earner, and 
prevent them from being mortgaged at the beginning 
of the week. 

61.262. You think that is tho caso nowP — I know 
that it is in very many cases. The |irople havo not got 
many nmusemouts, 1 am sorry to say — less than they 
have here. Tho wages are paid usually on Saturday. 

The temptation to spend on Saturday evening — for our 
people are very social, very fond of congregating 
together — is very great. On the Sundays, the second 
day of the acquisition of the wages, there is of course 
all the freedom of the day, and great temptation also to 
spend. The consequence is that amongst a large class 
— nnd I sny this fearlessly of things I know — the rest 
of the week in vast numbers of tho tenement houses of 
the city of Dublin the people are in misery, a misery 
which cannot be overtaken, and so it goes on a dreary 
round in all the 52 weeks of tbo year. 

61.263. You attribute that to the vast amount of 
wages that are spent on drink ? — Yes. I wish to say 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 

Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 


I 


MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. 


181 


> ; F.li. ‘hat I very often hear the topic, which we all have 
^ r-'Ii'iicr. bawl. Why should not n working mail have his glass 
" n j; 'll,. of beer? I say, certainly, why should not he have his 
• glass of beer, or his glass of whisky, which is what they 

call a gloss of beer in Dublin ; but 1 say he ought not 
to have 17 or 18 if he cannot pay for them, nud if the 
result is utter misery, nnfed and clotheless children, 
and his wife turning into a virago prematurely, for that 
is what is happening. 


■F.R- 
: Ikistr . 


vwoluiion 61,264. Should you he afraid, if there was any more 
'“‘I,, legislative restriction, that it would lead to homo 
(rfneral drinking? — That is a matter which cun ouly be 

,-coil. answered by experience. I think the legislation ought 
to lie careful and wise. May I refer to the last public 
utterance on this subject ? It only comes from a partial 
source, no doubt, but un important one. At tlic Into 
meeting of i he General Synod of the Church of Ireland, 
in which there arc representatives from every part of 
the Irish world, thero was a resolution paused unani- 
mously — I will show you how it touches the question 
as soon as I hnve read it : “ That the Bishops, clergy, 

" and laity of the Church of Ireland in General Synod 
•• assembled, calls upon the Government and legislature 
“ to cany into law during the present session of Purlin- 
“ went the Sale of Intoxicating Liquors (Ireland) Bill, 

“ which provides for making llie Irish Sunday Closing 
“ Act permanent, extending its previsions to the fivo 
“ exempted cities, closing all the licensed premises at 
•• 9 o'clock on Saturday night, and extending the hvnd 
“ fide traveller distance to six miles, in accordaneo 
“ with the recommendations of the Select Committee 
“ of the House of Commons; and as public opinion 
“ has been nnmistakeably expressed in favour of this 
“ measure, this Synod trusts that the Government and 
“ members of Parliament will no longer ignore the 
** wishes of the people of Ireland in this matter. That 
“ the General Synod strongly urge the Government 
not to iutroduco any business in the House of Oom- 
“ raons on Wednesday, the 4th of May, that will inter- 
“ fere with the second reading of the Sale of 
“ Intoxicating 1 liquors (Ireland) Bill ; nud tbit copies 
“ of this resolution bo sent to his Excellency the Lord 
“ Lieutenant of Ireland, the Chief Secretary for 
“ Ireland, the Right Hon. the Marquis of Salisbury, 
“ the Right. Hon. A. J. Balfour, anu the Right Hon. 

“ Sir William Vernon Harcourt.” As I was going to 
say , I happened to bn present when that resolution was 
passed. I did not take any part in it. 1 was sitting 
as assessor to the Lord Primate. The reason I mention 
it is that Mr. Justice Madden, who was Solioitor- 
Geuernl, and chairmun of the Committeo of the House 
of Commous of 1888, took part in the debate which 
ended in that resolution. He referred to his experience 
as chairman of the Committee of 1888, and he said that 
a Bill had been brought into the Hon so of Commons on 
the lines that arc indicated in that resolution, namely, 
n total closing on Sunday in the city, ns well as early 
Saturday closing, and the increase of the distanco 
in the bond j'ula traveller clause, that he on the part 
of the Government was prepared, if the matter had 
gone on, to endeavour to carry through a clause or 
amendment modifying that to tho extent of reducing 
the hours on Sunday, imt not entirely closing; and ho 
said his reason* wore those which were indicated in 
the question which you have been good enough to put 
to me, namely, that tiie wrench might be too great, 
and tho consequences of a too severe restrictive legisla- 
tion so serious that ho thought it was wiser to be more 
tentative. Ho did me the honour to refer to the evidence 
that he had heard me give before his own Committeo 
in 1888 ; and ho reminded me that I had spoken 
'Jfgestrd Jo the same oUect before that Committeo. Well, J 
j*?"* adhere to that. Tho sense of tho General Synod, how- 
ever, was to p;iss Ilia matter ns one of principle, mid 
that would logically mean entire closing on Sunday. 
Though I should be very glad if tho people could bear 
it, far the reasons I have indicated, because it would 
save more of thoir wages, yet I think it would bo too 
great a wrench ; and if I umy venture to say so, I think 
legislation in Coaling with social mutters and the habits 
of the people, ought to be cautious, and not to seek to 
do too much at once, remembering that tho laws of this 
country have been always tentative, mid have en- 
deavoured to represent and to mirror the wants and the 
wishes of tho people as time changes from ago to age. 


61,265. (Doan Dickinson.) It was two hours that Mr. 
Justice Mnddon proposed ? — Two or three, I chink. It 
is at present from 2 to 7 ; that is live, hours; and the 
8u Rgestion was to close at 4 or 5, as the case might be. 


61,2156. (Sir Algernon West.) I think you are anxious Sir F R. 
to givens some illustrations of the effect of criminal Folhiner. 

and sanitary questions, and also civil actions for debt V 

— People may deny what I have said. I do not know 3 May ’98 

wbelher I cun giveyou a better illustration than one 

thar, f gave in 1838, which is ten years ago, of my Economic 
statement that the people's wages are prematurely ride of 
pledged in this way. I mentioned to them then that I drinkiug. 
thought an illustration wna better than an assertion, and 
I told them an anecdote of a friend of my own, now long 
gone, the late Recorder lor the City and County of 
Londonderry, the late Dr. Elrington. At the time this 
happened to him he did not holcfanyjudicinl office. He 
was n queen’s counsel at the bar. Ho was passing ono 
of the factories of our city, which I am sorry to say are 
too few, on Saturday , unit he saw at the opening a small 
bureau within the gates, at which there was a man 
bunding out something to peoplo who came out. 
liko asking for tickets at a railway station. He 
looked in, and ho saw them passing by. Ho turned 
round, nud saw himself surrounded by r. crowd 
of hungry, anxious women at the gates. He found that 
these were the wives of the workmen, many of them 
skilled artisans. Ho asked oue whnt sbe was doing, 
and she said, “ I am waiting for Bill to come out.” He 
saw a man who wus identified as Bill going np io the 
bureau, and his money handed to him. winch bo put 
into his pocket, part into oue pocket, and part into the 
other, and when ho came out ho put his hand into the 
pocket in which the silver was, and ho gave it to her. 

She said, “Oh, Bill, is this all you are going to give 
me So Dr. Elrington. who had a groat deal of 
humour, and grout kindliness, turned and said, “ Bill, 
that is not fair.” “ What is it to you.” soys he. Dr. 

Elrington said, “ Oh, I am only a friend. Show me 
what yon have got.” So he pnthis hand into the other 
pocket, and he took out what wo have in Ireland, a 
Bunk of Ireland note for 11., and tho other was log. , 
which showed that his wages were 35s. — good artizan’s 
wages. “That is not lair.” “Well, said Bill, 
taking the humour of the thing, " What will I give 
her ?’* so he took the 11. out of one baud, and he gave 
it to the wife, and she gave him back the 15*. “ And 

now Bill,” said Dr. Elrington, “ I leave the rest of it to 
your honour.” Dr. Elrington, rather pleased with 
what he had done — the woman blessed him — went on 
his wav ; and ho had not got 30 paces from the place 
when he found himself followed bv a herd of deer in 
the form of these women. They had everyone of them 
followed him, seized him by the skirts, and tried to 
drag him bock, to make him do likewise with their 
men. I say if what I know is the case, out of 35s. 
a pound is spout by the husband in the week ; and the 
average Irish family in Dublin, as my friend Dean 
Dickinson knows, is woven or eight, I leave this Com- 
mission to judge what there is to pay the rent, feed tho 
children, and make the v ife decent out of the pittance 
that remains. The consequence is that in n. large 
average of cases tho woman is degraded ; and the 
woman who began with all the delicacy of a lady 
— perhaps a housemaid or a lady's maid, marries 
into this rank of life, and becomes, os I know in 
many cases, a virago, and a drunkard before many 
years from thiB miserable system. Now looking at it 
more .judicially , I do say from my experience — for tho 
Recordership is a very multifarious office, I have a very 
large criminal jurisdiction, somewhat like the Recorder 
of London, to compare small things with great — I am 
sure that 75 per cent, of the crime in Dublin has its Percentage 
origin in drinkiug too much. Someone said that in of crime 
any complication of human affaire you should always due to 
ask, “ Who is she, where does the woman come in.” drink 
In my court I ask myself when a case is coming on 
“where will it come in.” The drink is the Mephis- 
topheles of the criminal law. I should be very glad if 
it were only confined to that ; but I also have, as an 
appellate tribunal from the magistrate’s court a large 
sanitary jurisdiction. Immense sums have been spent 
by the Corporation of Dublin, and it lias been skiltully 
and well dono, under a distinguished sanitary super- 
intendent, Sir Charles Cameron, in improving tho 
sanitary conditions of the city. Bnt you may make 
tlic barrel perfeot and send it from tho factory perfect, 
nud what will the gun be if it is kept in foulness? 

So while tho people are in this condition of social Social 
inferiority yon may do what you liko in tho way of evils dins 
making drains, but you cannot’ make them keep them t0 drink, 
clean, and if they will not keen them clean there are 
accumulations in them, and the sewer gas works its 
font way, and typhoid follows, and aJl the other 
miseries of home filth. I have a large jurisdiction! u 
Z 3 
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Sir F. K. small debtor coses- I find that in the artizan close 
Falhintr. a debt of 31. or 41. is irrecoverable except through the 

medium of sending people to gaol, Hiberxucally, tinder 

3 May ’98 the Act for abolishing: arrests for debt. They can pay 
— - ■ in no other way. There are no accumulations of 

wages with any of them. The miserable wife, 
iu ' the cose of a bill for some of her clothes, 
nr a grocery hill, when they have any credit, 
implores me to allow lior to pay it at 5s. or 7s. 6,7. 
a month. The result of this want of thrift is that 
haring no credit — because those cases that I men- 
tioned where there will bo 32. credit are rare — there 
is a largo system now of haying their dress from a 
Jewish community. Wo have, curiously, a large 
colony of Russian outcasts — Polish-Rmaian Jews 
from the neighbourhood of Wikia. They have ns 
many ns two synagogues in Dublin now. These 
poor people — I do not say a word against them — have 
no capital. They wero outcasts when they came to 
Dublin. They live by retailing chiefly women’s and 
children’s clothes amongst the working classes. They 
charge them a shilling a week. The result of that is 
that one of these poor women pays about three times as 
much as she ought to do. Of conrso you can under- 
stand the Jew lms to live out of it also, mid being paid 
for nn article worth 30s. at Is. a week, of course, he 
charges for it something like 31. or 41. What I fear is 
that they are getting far worn material for double and 
treble what their botters are paying. I attribute it — 

I do not say all of it, but a very largo amount of it — to the 
people spending their wages before the period to which 
their wages onght to extend ; and though I am too old 
to believe in very rapid or vast chances, I do not know 
what better you who are engaged in this serious inquiry 
can do than recommend, if it is not passed meanwhile, 
that something should be done to stanch this bloody 
wound of wages by trying to save them on Saturday 
and on Sunday as far as may be- 

61,267. I think you have got some precedents of 
legislation dealing with this great question ? — The Bill 
lms been brought in several times, but I am not pre- 
pared to give you any evidence on that subject. On 
another subject I do wish to mention attempted legis- 
lation, that is the subject of new licenses. 

Licensing 61,268. "Wonld it be possible for you first to toll us 
authority, something of the constitution of the present, licensing 
authority. There is n difference between the city and 
outside tho city P — Yes, I spook with a little hesitation 
about this, because I nin in rather a dolicate position. 
In the city of Dublin. I am tho solo licensing authority, 
uncontrolled, and unappealable from, except by pre- 
rogative writ if I exceed jurisdiction, and that is by 
mandamus or certiorari. Iu the county of Dublin I ait 
merely ns chairman presiding at Quarter Sessions. I do 
not wish to say anything from which it would appear tluil. 
for a moment I desire to disparage any of the gentlemen 
who sit with me there. I wholly disavow seeking to do 
so. I assume that everybody acts as lie thinks right; but 
Anomaly I do say that the present system is, to say tho least of 
ol present it, utterly anomalous, and to that extent unsatisfactory, 
system. and that while I am perfectly contented, if tho wisdom 
of tho nation and Parliament elects to make it a ques- 
tion of general option — popular option, for it would 
take a great deal of trouble from me as long as I may 
be spared in my oIHeo, bnt at present it conics to this, 
tint there is in the county a popular system, almost 
liko local option, utterly indeterminate, acting atone 
sessions in one way, and at another sessions in another 
way, and without any continuity of judgment, or opinion 
even ou the same day. I sometimes have as many as 
60 assessors ; 60 gentlemen in the county sitting along 
with mo. They vary throughout the day. At the end 
of tho day, I shall hove perhaps seven or eight of thorn 
persistent enough to remain with me. Several of them 
go away when the particular case they happen to tako 
au interest in is over ; and so there is no uniformity 
of decision whatever. It sometimes happens, what I 
think is a grievous injustice, that one man will got 
what a hundred of his neighbours have for two or three 
years before been refused, by the chance or accident of 
the composition of the Bench, and. therefore, 1 say tho 
question for this Commission to consider in its recom- 
mendation, if they think fit to mnka any npon it, is 
tho question as between tho present system and a 
jndieial system of licensing, I mean one in which 
whatever the fault of the solo judge may he. lie will 
endeavour to act according to principle and above all 
not to grant to one man what ho refuses to another, to 
act npon system, ono that may bo understood, for tho 
great benefit of the traders themselves who may be 


subjected to his authority so far as his licensing r t, I s 
authority goes. On that I have some curious illua- Fair- 
trations. It is particularly marked in Dublin .because ■ - 

I am sole authority, as I said, within the city ; bnt the 
old oity boundary is ideal. It is as ideal as that of the 
old corporation of Loudon, it is au ideal boundary 
because now tho suburbs are urban all rouuil it anil 
there are in five or six different townships, but legally 
they nre outside and governed by their own authority. 

Whore my sole authority ends that of the general U,jV 
of tho magistrates begins and serious atui grout, 
anomalies, doing great i njustice, sometimes onur that 
where 1 on tho edge of the boundary have absolutely 
refused to grant now Hocuses, the magistrates outside 
in some instances lmvo overruled me. though I limo 
explained what I lmvo been doing and they have giv,. u 
a license to a new person coming forward jnst upuu the 
edge of the boundary, where the people within the city 
have been refused over and over again notwithstanding 
the largo sums of money which they have speui in 
feeing counsel to press for this coveted monopoly. 

til, 26b. How many quarter sessions have you in your 
county? — There arc four. 

61,270. Arc thoro four licensing sessions ?— Yes. Liettc- 
Undor the Licensing Acts, which are now nearly oniimrs 
the same as in England, or supposed to bo tho sgsskl 
same, that is of 1872 and of 1874, tho provision is 
that there arc to lie annual licensing sessions, but iu 
the Irish section it says that the magistrates nru 
to grant the liconsos and transfers, Ac. at quarter 
sessions— at these annual sessions — or (if they think Jit) 
at other sessions. Now to anybody reading the 
Act it is manifest that, what was intended was that 
the applications outside tho annual sessions were to be 
rare. Tho words were rather uncertain : If the magis- ia 

crates think fit , they may hear them ont of sessions. : ,. 

It seems to be clear that it was intended to meet a 

exceptional cases, lmt that the general law both of 
Englaud and Ireland should be that the grautB should 
be at tho amraal sessions, when all tho magistrates 
wonld attend ad hue, nnd when there would be a general 
interest in the subject. On coming to the oounty and 
seeing this section 1 called a meeting of the magistrates 
into my private room, and 40 of them attended. I 
pointed this out to them, to show how extremely 
regrettable it would bo if wo hud not some under- 
standing upon tho subject and wo unanimously came 
to tho conclusion that all grants of licenses should 
bo hoard at tho animal quarter sessions in October, 
and that wc wonld only hear applications at what 
are called the oil-sessions on special grounds. This has 
worked very' well indeed since, but at tho last January 
sessions a matter occurred which I said at the time 
if I oamo over hero I should mention to this Commission. 

.V man at the January sessions — which is essentially an Rccorb 
off-licensing sessions, tho one that comes next to October o vends 
— applied for a new license to a house next door to one 
in which he had just purchased a publican's lice use. 

Ho was asking for an extension, as lie called it, but it 
really moaut a new liecnao, which would, with a stroke 
of tho magistrates’ pen, have addod perhaps 2,0001. (for 
which ho had never done anything) to the value of hi* 
house. I, as President, said : “ Bnt this is not annual 
■■ licensing sessions, and you have no special grounds.” 

J thought that this won acquiesced in, when to my 
surprise the very eminent counsel who represented tho 
applicant said, ‘‘I should lie obliged to you if you 
“ would put it to tho magistrates.” No one lindex- 

f rossod dissent, mid the magistrates had always, 
do not kunw whether I should call it by way of 
courtesy or otherw iso, allowed mo to rule as to what 
special circumstances were within the meaning of this 
Act. I was surprised nt being asked to do it, and 
Mr. Heuly, the Mouther of Parliament who was appear- 
ing in strong opposition to this application, asked me 
to rule as a matter of law. I said that I did uot think 
I could do so ; Unit tho magistrates ns a matter of 
courtesy had been allowing me to rule what were 
special circumstances under I he words ”811011 think 
fit " of the section, but that. I did not think I bad it in 
law ; and that I would put it. To our great surprise » 
lot of magistrates, chiefly gentlemen who luid newly 
boon given the commission of the peace, liehiud ns 
voted in favour of hearing. I explained that it would 
bo subject to a question of confirmation in Octolior, 
that 1 hail never before been ovor-rulcd, and deprecated 
it ns far as I could. 1 told thorn they wore acting 
against a rulo uuido and acted upon for 17 years. " e 
nevertheless put it to tho vote, mid by a majority ol ono 
they determined to hear the case. I was very muc* 3 
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,. j> surprised. It occurred to me at ouce, though I allowed 
• -w" die applicant to take the place iu the chair, to which lie 
_ went very triumphantly, aud to be examined, that 
something must have occurred to warrant this ; and I 
said. “ Before you arc examined I must ask you u 
i canvassed 


small mercer’s or haberdasher's, or i 


a bootmaker's Sir F. It. 


shop and ask for licenses, to grant them freely. But, Falkiner. 
as time went on, and it was found these things were 


•• question : Upon your oath. Sir, have y< 

“ the Bench;-' ’ lie was very much taken aback, and 
ere Ilia 


l, e said. " Well, I believe I have asked three or four, 
which be then turned into two or three. 1 said, “ I 
“ must ask you another question : Are any of the gentle- 
' * men whom you have canvassed sitting on the Bench 
•• with mo now ? ” He hesitated, and ho said, I will 
“ not answer that question.” “ Well, then,” Eaid I, “ I 
“ propose to adjourn. I will not, if I can help it, allow 
“ this to be decided by this tribunal under these cir- 
“ cumstances. My authority is limited. I propose 
now to adjourn this question till April, when 
“ people may ho calmer about it and I will put 
“ that to the vole as to whether it is to be ud- 
“ journed until April, mid if I am overruled again 
”1 will retire from the Bench to-day. I will not 
“ proceed to hour the cose, I will not allow this 
“ question to go before a tribunal upon which it is 
“ admitted there are (I will not say how many) gontle- 
“ men who have been canvassed, and who come here 
“ to rilcdge themselves to the applicant.” That is the 
way I answer tho two questions. It illustrates tho 
utterly fluctuating character of the decisions that will 
he given if you have got what is the general tribunal, 
aud though I am perfectly satisfied if the whole juris- 
diction be taken from me, for I do not want it, I do 
say that it is a lamentable thing that under the guise 
of a magisterial or a judicial inquiry one man is to get 
what liia neighbours have been refused year after 

uxter 01,971. You have told ns the objections to the 
pre-rot present system. Have yon any suggestions to make as 
-iunal. to what would be a better licensing authority? — If I 
were to say that I think the solo authority is a good 
one it seems very much as if I were expressing satis- 
faction with my own authority which I wholly disavow, 
out speaking as impersonally tie I can I do think 
it wilt be far better if you have regard to the far 
reachin'' consequences that the decision should 
be judicial, that it should not be uncertain aud 
fluctuating, from session to session, and from day to 
day. 1 will give you another instance of the fluctuation, 
if I urn not wearying you. There was another case also 
at Kilmainham. There were present something loss 
than 40 magistrates. A man made au opplioutioa 
which was very seriously objected to, cud upon a vote 
as to whether lie should be given a new license the 
masristrates were divided 18 to 18. 1 gave a vote, 
winch made the 19th vote, making it 19 to 18. 
Almost immediately afterwards the counsel who wan 
applying for the license oamo hack to me, and he said, 
'• Wo have ascertained that a gentleman has innocently 
“ voted hero amongst, the Noes who is not on the coni- 
“ mission of the police for tho county at all; lus 

“ minmiosiim iu crmfinnil t n t.hi> nitv ’’ and that was SO. 


becoming so valuable, the license that was granted for 3 May ’98 

a small innocent looking house was then applied to it 

in its altered circumstances, when it might be turnod 

into a gin palace, and the consequence was the drinking 

power, not only in number, but in quantity, was so great 

that it was acknowledged by every respectable person 

—the publicans among others — that tho licenses in the 

city of Dublin were excessive, and accordingly I came 

to tho conclusion that I would not grant a new license 

at all, except under very special circumstances, unless 

the applicant assured me that in asking to increase the 

volume of liquor drinking in Dublin he was prepared to 

reduce it in some other direction. I said if yon are 

asking for this very great favour, and you want this 

monopoly aud very great advantage, which will increase 

drinking in the city of Dublin, are you prepared 

to rednee it in another direction? I found that 

in this way I gave a lot of new licenses imposing 

upon the applicants the necessity of purchasing 

and closing, in the nature of removals, licenses of 

a small character in objectionable places ; and it has 

worked well. In 1888 I was questioned in the 

committee by a gentleman I think representing tho New 

licensing int erests, who said, “ Are not you accused of licenses for 

trafficking in pnblic.houses ? " and I said, “lam very surrenders. 

glad you asked me that question, because I will tell 
“ you exactly what I do.” I mentioned what I have had 
the honour of stating to this Commission, I showed 
them that I never did what I see was done some time 
ago here, by the Oounty Council, I think, in London 
(somewhere in England I know) when a license was 
granted to a man on his paying a large sum oE money 
to a charity. The Queen’s Bench Divisional Court 
most properly held that that was wholly illegal, and 
that the County Oouuc.il were outstepping their authority 
in doing it. That w«3 trafficking in public-houses, 
because it was asking a man to pay a fine, or to give to 
a charity entirely aliunde, and outside their functions. 

It so far seemed that the explanation I gave in 1888 
was satisfactory that two of the members of that 
Commission, the present financial secretary of the 
Local Government Board, Mr. T. W. Russell, who was 
one of tho members on the Committee, and Mr. Timothy 
Healy, Member of Parliament, representing different 
views, each brought in u Bill before the House of 
Commons to vindicate this very system, namely, 
providing generally as one of the provisions that new 
licenses ought not to be granted increasing the facilities 
for drinking except where there was by the applicant a 
redaction in some other direction. 


‘ commission is confined to the city," and that i 
I turned round to see whether I could got the Bench 
again, but the Bench had changed. Many of those 
who had been sitting with ino only 10 minutes before 


,t the 


matter to a second vote. That made it 18 to 18. 
turned out curiously enough that the onus was upon the 
opposition to overthrow tho application, and not, as you 
might suppose, ou the part of the applicant. Iu other 
words, it came under tlio section that has often been 
liefore you, no doubt — the 3rd and 4th William IV. — 
which says: “ and if the objection shall be sustained.” 
The consequence was the objection was not sustained, 
as there were only 18 to 18, and they wore obliged to 
go up to tlio Queen’s Bench Division, and to have it 
sent back to us again. I mention that to you as show- 
ing how, even upon the same day, there may bo an 
entire fluctuation in the composition of tho Bench 
which has to decide upon these very important ques- 
tions of property, as I toll you they aro. 

TiatH <11,272. Would you tell us what your practice fa in 
41S -, Dublin in dealing with now licenses P — -when I came 
' to my office at t he end of 1870, it was acknowledged 
tlmt the excess of licenses in Dublin was something 
enormous. Tho way it originated, I found, was this : 
In tho early part of tho century, they were granted by 
magisterial aldermen. This licensing question hod not 


not passe 

It was not. Each of the Bills, I believe, was blocked 
at the time, but there was a general consensus that it 
was fair and reasonable, and I may tell you it has 
worked very satisfactorily ever since. I said I only 
granted now licenses when there was some counter 
reduction of drink ; bnt the other ground upon which I 
give it is when the person asks under very special 
circiunstnnces and gives an undertaking that he will 
use the license when he gets it for that purpose only. 

For example, when n man asks for an hotel ; wheii a Licenses 
railway company are opening a restaurant ; when a new on s peoial 
music hull is opened, and things of that kind; I think j’cder- 
that it would be a sort of puritanical exercise of my taltlu K s - 
authority if I were to say, “ No, you shall not have any 
new license.” I should like to give a little explanation, 
here because there is a great contention about the 
words “conditions" and “undertakings.” It was 
decided by a very eminent Lord Chief Justice in 
England— Lord Chief Justice Oockburu — and the 
Court of Queen’s Bench over which he then presided, 
that conditions imposed upon a license were without 
authority. Tho popular mind does not take the dis- 
tinction always. I nave often heard people say that I 
am imposing conditions. I ain perfectly aware of that 
case— it was before I was made Recorder — and I have 
always acted upon it, and I never imposed a condition ; 
hut if a man comes forward and says” Give i — “- J ~ 


“ license which is absolutely essential for my business, 
“ I only want it for a particular purpose ” — and 


become the great social question that it has become 
nowadays. It, was the commonest thing in theworld 


for goodiuitnred magistrates seated on the Bench, 
when a poor man would come up who had a 


remember in every application it is opposed by, 
perhaps, five or six counsel representing the trade — 
not the temperance party merely, bnt the competitors 
in the trade — and lie says, “ I do not want to injure 
“ anybody, I do not want to injure ray neighbours, or 
“ to compete with them, I want this for an hotel 
“ purpose and no other, I do not want to have an 
Z 4 
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'* ordinary 'bar,'’ I conld not impose a condition upon 
liiui, and I say to him, “ I caunot grant yon this 
“ unless you choose to voluntarily give an undertaking 
“ to nse it in a particular way.’’ I hope I make 
myself understood as to the difference between a 
tribunal imposing ft condition and a tribunal 
accepting a voluntary undertaking, given under special 
circumstances. This has worked well. A man gives 
an undertaking, say, for an hotel, that he will not 
open an ordinary bar so as to injure bis noigblxrars, or 
to increase tho sale of drink. Ho gives an undertaking 
that he will only use that in a restaurant, say, along . 
with food, like the old taverns. Tho sanction for that 
undertaking is. that hitherto if a man breaks it. or is 
said to break it, tho matter is considered not by mo, 
but at tho annual licensing renewal sessions, and if ho 
is fouud, for ho is vigilantly watched, to have broken 
tho undertaking which he has given to a tribunal of 
tlio country, and ou Ihe faith of which he lias been 
given a largo grout, the magistrates have hitherto ih- 
variably refused to renew his license. There is an 
appeal to mo from the refusal of the magistrates, 
and, in tho case of one or two hotels that I might 
mention, in which I had given a license, as 1 
have said, on tho undertaking to use it in a 
certain way, ui>on the allegation that it had been 
need contrary to tho undertaking, the magistrates 
had in each case refused tho renewal, and the cases 
were brought before myself upon appeal, and I 
modified them, because I did not think there was in 
each cuoe an intention to break the undertaking, but 
that there was just the temptation of perhaps using 
it a little 1 wisely, and accordingly 1 restored them 
on a renewal of the undertaking. That baa worked 
well. Now this is very important. In a late cose 
in the Queen’s Bench tho matter was talked of inci- 
dentally — it was a case from the country known ns 
Lamb's case. Iu that case they held that a man could 
not get his renewal though he was well conducted if lie 
bod not actually used the license during the year. One 
of tho jndges used this expression : that conditions were 
illegal, and that n man could not be punished for break- 
ing them ; and I think this judge went so far as to say 
that lio thought that an honest man might break an 
illegal undertaking. The result of this appeared iu 
the case of a mini, who having given u solemn under- 
taking to close one ol' Ills houses on Sunday under 
circumstances which I will mention, deliberately broke 
that undertaking, and lie pressed forward those dicta 
of the judge I mentioned. Tho result of the Sunday 
Closing Act in Dublin was rather Hibernian. Jt 
liad tho direct result. of establishing a set of open 
houses in the county in which they were all supposed 
to bo closed, ill this way : Just outsido tho three- 
mile boundary from tho city of Dublin the thirdly 
60nls who conld not go into a Dublin public-house until 
2 o’clock vaced off in numbers just to the three- 
mile limit, and or bond fuls travellers rushed in 
till, I think, as many ns 200 or :100 were found going 
into a house which under tho Aet of Parliament was 
closed — all going in as howl pi a travellers. The 
case came before myself and the magistrates at 
Kilmainham. I should say there were two prosecutions 
against him for trading on Sunday. He pleaded the 
bond Jule traveller. Tho only evidence that was given 
was tlmt as each of these 200 or 300 thirsty souls rushed 
in on Sunday tho person behind the door asked three 
cabalistic questions, “ Are yon a howl file traveller P 
"What is your name p Where did you sleep last 
night P” Anil on the three questions being answered, 
“Yes, I am u bond file traveller.” “what is your 
name,” answered according to whether lie liked to tell 
the truth or not. And" Whoredidyousleeplastnigbt?” 
if it appeared to be three miles off ; “ Open sesame,” anil 
in they went. I held that, the words of the Act are that 
tlio man is nol. exempt in the ease of a bond fide traveller 
unless he, in foot, believes ho is such, and in this par- 
ticular case in which the magistrates below, that is iu the 
petty sessions, convicted him, the caso came bofore mo, 
and 1. affirmed them, and I held, “ although I will not 
“ say when it was, it was borne in upon your mind that 
these men, or some of ihem, were not bond Jide 
“ travellers. I am perfectly prepared to hold that you 
“ could not havo believed they all were. I will not vex 
" myself to allow atwhnt particular hour of the day it 
wns, or what particular rush of numbers there was, 
“ but you used no other precaution but asking Ihe 
" three questions which wore left altogether to tlie 
“ veracity or unvemcity of the answerer. You 
“ must hare known, wuat everybody knows, that 
“ these wore people all rushing out from Dublin 


“ to got in prematurely to drink, and I there. 
“ fore hold that you did not bond jhlr believe that 
“ these were iu go id laitb travellers.” We were about 
tn affirm the decision nf tho magistrates, when he said 
“ Well, this is a great difficulty, 1 have got another 
“ public -house on the other side of the street, which is 
“ within the boundary, and T will close this one on 
“ Sundays altogether if you will let me off.” This 
came qtiite voluntarily from himself, and accordingly 
tho magistrates forgave him. There had beeu two 
endorsed convictions ou his license. They forgave 
hitn, and lie kept his promise; ho worked at a single 
pnblic-lionse, which chicHy answered his purpose, nud 
this year lie has re-opened in brencli of his undertaking 
which ho then voluntarily gave. The magistrates 
before whom tho matter came refused tlio renewal on 
the ground of bad character, and I affirmed it. Now 1 
believe tho question is to be raised, and it is of the 
vastest importance to have a dear understanding 
about it. If 1 cannot pivo faith to a volun- 
tary undertaking given by an applicant before 
mo, 1 am paralysed in this jurisdiction — I cannot 
exorcise it. If a man comes and says, I want 
this for a particular purpose. I do not want to 
use it in competition with my neighbours at all ; I want 
it for a special purpose, ami it is given for that special 
purpose — if a man is to bo allowed after ho Las, i would 
say, cheated a tribunal of the country into giviug him a 
large monopoly— if he is allowed aftcrwai-ds to break his 
word, I say that nothing can be more unsatisfactory 
than thnt result, will be, and the sooner nil jurisdiction 
on tho sn l ijcct is taken away from mo the better, for I 
cannot work without it. I will mention in closing upon 
this subject that a short, time afterwards I had a very 
respectable and well-conditioned communication from 
olio ol the organisations that represent the licensing 
business in Dnhlin, in which they sent to ice to say 
they wholly disavowed any desire on the part of the 
trade to ullege tlmt these undertakings did not bind 
them in law ns they did in honour and good faith. 


N*v. 


taking-. 


01,274. (Sir Algernon Weal.) You were going to tell Spirit 
us something about grocers’ licenses and your views groctn 
with roforence to them? — Yos. I would begin by anditti 
stating a matter of fact, that very early in my career tradu,;. 
as Recorder the publican interest raised the question as 
to how much illegal work was done by the groeers. 

They lmd reason to believe that thoir rights of selling 
under on-licouscs were infringed by the grocers, and 
t he temperance puoplo joined with the licensed interest, 
and at n famous licensing session before me a man was 
examined who had been sent ronnd to try tlio question 
— they called him a " spy,” that is, a jierson sent for 
the purpose of making thu ex[>eriniont — and bo swore 
ho lmd gone to 17 of these grocers’ luiuscs, who only 
had iiir.licoiiscs, and had only been refused drink in 
two of thc-iii at tho counter. Though I do not think 
that is at ali u fair representation of the average 
breaking of tho law — I think it is not — yet at tlie same 
time I think there is no doubt tlmt, taking the country 
altogether, there is a good deal of that sort of ille- 
gality. The temptation is enormous to some of these 
people when somebody comes in to drink at their 
counter to nuikii the money cosily when nobody is 
looking on, and I have bad a great many eases before 
mo in which it has appeared tlmt they havo brokou the 
law— the small grocers particularly. That being so it 
raises a question of how far on tlie general subject it is 
desirable that there should lie magisterial control over 
the granting of those spirit grocers’ licenses. They are 
in some respects peculiar to Ireland, as yon know. 

That is to say, there is not exactly the same license in 
England ob the spirit grocer's. The low is very 
anomalous at present, on that subject. Of course both 
publicans and grocers require for the purpose of their 
businoss to sell both boors uud spirits. Undor the Boer lk* r ' B0 
Houses Amendment Act of 1882 the magistrates aro jV°‘° 
given complete control over the question of the boor 18 
lice use, but very curiously , though the application for 
tliB spirit liconse is under tho snuic Act, m the case nf 
the Bpirit license it lias been decided that, the magis- 
trates have no control at all. That arises in this way. 
both are governed by tbo Boor Houses Act, but 
tlio amending Act of 1882 only gives the general 
discretion in tho case of boor, but does not give it in 
tho ether case. The coiiseqncnee is that the section of 
the Beer Houses Act does not apply to the spirit license, 
and then- is no magisterial authority over it at all. 

They are only allowed to consider the character of the 
applicant and tho suitability of the premises for sole. 

T'be Court, of Queen’s Bench in Dublin have in cases 
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which 1 think have hoen brought before this Com- 
mission in the very able evideuoe of the Solicitor- 
General for Ireland — the case of a man named 
Marshall and a man named Morgan — gone so far 
as to decide that the magistrates must give the spirit 
license unless thero is a legUimus contradictor, and the 
only legit in f is contradictor — that is, tho only legal, 
opponent — is the police, and they went so far as to 
decide in Morgan's case that though the justices had 
before them on the admission of tho man himself a 
condition of the premises, which showed the promises, 
in their opinion, to be unsuitable, yet, nevertheless, tho 
magistrates conld not act upon that, and were forced to 
give, in the face of the very evidence that they lmd 
from the man’s own cross-examination, a certificate 
under their bands of the suitability of the premises as 
well as the character of the applicant. It is altogether 
first for this Commission in any recommendation they 
make and thou for Parliament to consider whether that 
is a satisfactory state of things, that is to say, that 
there should be no magisterial control over this spirit 
grocer's license at all. [ may mention to yon tho 
reason I thought it right to Bpeals of it was this. I 
have nothing to do with the granting of these spirit 
grocers’ licenses, they only come before me as tho 
Court of Appeal from the Dublin magistrates sitting 
in petty sessions, but the matter was brought before 
us me lately in a rather remarkable way. A man applied 
before me by way of appeal from the magistrates 
for a grant of a spirit grocer’s license and of the twin 
license, that is to say, the beer license. He had been 
refused. Two magistrates had sat, and he had been 
refused ou the ground of character. Those facts 
then appeared. The honse in which he asked to 
carry on this business was in a semi-private street in 
Dublin. His application was vehemently opposed by 
a publican on the other side of the way, and tho 
publican, who was examined before me. made this very 
striking case. He said : “ I bought my publio-houso 
“ opposite to this house just three years ago } I gave 
“ 5,0001. for it, and I bought it upon a distinct state - 
“ meat made at the auction that the house opposite, 

“ which had been a spirit grocer’s some years before, 
" was not and conld not be used as such." He said, 
“ I gave fully 1,5001. for my public-house more than I 
“ should have given for it if I bad known there was a 
“ grocer’s immediately opposite " ; because lie did tho 
business of a family grocer aud a publienn himself. 
On further inquiry it transpired that tlio owner of this 
honso in respect of which the man was applying had 
hod this as a spirit grocer's, and had also owned the 
publio-iiouse opposite ; and in order to enhance the 
price of the public-house had instructed the auctioneer 
to slate that the spirit grocer’s opposite could not bo 
used as such. As soon as ever lino owner— it was a 
woman, tlirs widow of the former proprietor — bad 
effected this sale aud got 5,0001. for the public-house 
she proceeded, in breach of her promise, to open the 
house as a spirit grocer’s, relying ou this law that they 
must givo it to her — that there was no legUimut 
rcmlradictur. The magistrates, however, refused to 
grant it to kor on tho ground of character, because 
they considered that that was a broach of good faith, 
and therefore they would not certify to her cbaractcv, 
and she then sold it to tho unfortunate man who 
applied before tno on appeal from the magistrates’ 
refusal to give a license to him. He said, I am 
perfectly innocent in this matter ; I know nothing of 
this previous transaction; I have bought this honso, 
and spent also 1301. — which for a small man like him 
was a large sum— in putting the premises in repair. 
Then, when it came before me, I found myself in this 
rather nlisnrd position. I lmd complete control ovor 
tho matter in so far as it was nn application for 
dealing in beer, but, according to Marshall’s case, 
I lmd none in tho enso of the spirits, and the 
same was tho position before the magistrates, bat 
there the police — that meaiiB the Crown really 
in Ireland — had intervened. Thero was then a 
legilmus contrailielor, and the magistrates differed, 
one being iu favour of granting and giving no 
reason for granting, and the other refusing on 
tho ground of character — in obhor words, tho man’s 
character was impanelled. It was very cleverly 
argued by Mr. Timothy Healy, who was noting as 
counsel for the opposiug publican. He cross-examined 
this man ns to his former life. Ho was a very respec- 
table man, aud appeared to be so, but be was asked 
what he had previously been, aud lie said he had been a 
publican in the country. Then Mr. Healy asked him 
in cross-examination, had he ever broken the law in the 


country, and he said he would not he prepared to Sir F. R. 
say he bad not. He answered in a manly way I Falkiner. 

thought, and he said one of his reasons for wishing to 

come to town from the country was finding it difficult 8 May '9 8 

to carry out the law there. He was then asked in the 

usual way : “ Will you swear you have not broken the 
“ law twenty times ?’’ and he said, '• I will not give 
“ yon any answer on the subject at all.” How that 
was alleged as against the man’s character, and I 
confess it appeared to me to be a very hard case, 
because a man was candid, and had never been con- 
victed of anything, and who was perfectly innocent of any 
knowledge of tho nets connected with the honse whioh I 
have vei i tored to mention to the Commission. I tho tight 
it very hard to condemn him in the matter of character. 

It is only very lately, nud inasmuch as the year was well 
advanced I advised him to apply at tho next annual 
licensing sessions to try the matter over again. I said I 
did not like to overrule the magistrates who had refused to 
give him a certificate of good character ; though 1 rather 
liked the honest manner in which he admitted that 
perhaps the law might have been broken previously, but 
I thought it was not a judicial thing to condemn a man 
for that kind of thing on a mere admission of his own. 

There the matter rests, hut I think that it is well 
worth your consideration whether there ought not to 
he something like a judicial control in the case of the 
granting of these licenses. As I tell you, in remote 
places whore they are not subject to police supervision 
it is almost impossible to oarry out the law— to prevent 
a man who has an olf-license treating it as an on-license 
— almost impossible — and, as I have told you in 
Morgan’s case, which was a very remarkable case, it 
appeared that on the man’s own evidence the premises 
wore not suitable, and also in Marshall's case, the 
grouud upon which the magistrates, who were over- 
ruled in the Court of Appeal, refused was because it was 
not subjeot to police supervision being such a distance 
from the police barracks a3 well as being near a school, 
and the Court of Appeal held that on the ground that 
tho phrase “ suitability of premises ” had added to it - 
the expression, “ suitability for sale.” That touches on 0 fj;a e [^? 
another part of your funotion hpre— I mean the tracer- atl autes. " 
tainty of the language used in these Aota, and the 
necessity there is, or the expediency there is, for con- 
solidation and for now and clear language being nsed, 
because you can hardly read the statutes, and believo 
it was really intended that suitability of premises in one 
sot of statutes should moan ono thing, and suitability 
of premises in the other statutes should menu a 
di If eront thing, and there is no doubt whatever in the 
case of suitability of premises with reference to the 
granting of an on -license, you can consider all these 
collateral cireumstnuces, condition of tho neighbour- 
hood, and all that, whereas in the other case of the 
spirit grocers, you can only consider whether they are 
suitable for sale. This table is suitable for sale. It is 
hard to know what is unsuitable in that respect, and 
therefore it seems to me to be very well worth consi- 
deration whether there should not be some magisterial 
control over the granting of these Excise spirit grocers’ 
licenses. 


61,275. Now, is the administration of transfers in Clitheroe’s 
Ireland satisfactory ? — Woll, that touches the question case, 
of the Clithoroe case that you have heard a good deal 
about, and it is not at all for me to say whether it is 
satisfactory or not; but I think it is very important in 
view of possible future legislation that thero should ho 
a very clear understanding of exactly what tho ditfe- 
renee between tho English and Irish law is on tho 
subject — I moau that the question might arise at any 
time before Parliament as to what compensation should 
bo given in cose tho legislature undertake to decrease 
the number of public-houses and so forth, and tho 
extent of the vested interest is a very important one, 
that public men should have in mind bnbli financially 
as well as connected with the magisterial question. 


61,276. As to temporary licenses pending sale, have Temporary 
yon something to say on that point H — Tho temporary transfers, 
license is a small affair, as I understand it. It was 
given iu the Aot of the 18th and 19th Victoria, merely 
for tho purpose of enabling a good will to bo kept 
up pending the sittings of quarter sessions. As tao 
quarter sessions only sit, as the name implies, every 
quarter, there might bo a largo gap running over 
nearly three months iu tiio case of a death or assign- 
ment. And therefore the statute enabled the party to 
go before the tribunal that was constantly sitting — that 
is, the justices in jiothy sessions— for a temporary 
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Sir F R. transfer ; but that was only tenable till the quarter within the ambit of the comity, and the cases are tried Sir T p 
Kv.fi.-_..' oat. chiefly at Kilmaiuham. r_.f- • 


Falkiner. sessions sat. 

_ 61,277. (Chairman ) I understand you to be in favour 

a May 9 Q j. c ] oa j n g ;l |l public-houses on Sunday. Am l right in 
, that ?— No. I said that I thooght the general opinion 


61.288. That is the quarter scssioi 
townships P — Yc9. 


jf*j* a IkSiSftat* tanTXiJ? 


tlia habit* of tb« people, and it mold be ™r mm ££££3 

tl„ otnatnstttnecH to try the aura modemte awx. , in „ „ y ° am aliened toUlicr tatliy 2£ 

61,278. The reason I askeil the question is this, I which magistrates lightly and even thoughtlessly gave 


suppose you would be of opinion that if Snnilaj- closing licenses to small people almost for their asking for 

were carried out throughout all Ireland the difficulty them in the beginning of this century. Those houses 

of the bnmi fide traveller would be increased ! J — Yes, have remained in the city, but that, system was abolished 

partly that, but also I think that to oIobo all the houses before tho modem Victoria period, m which the Dublin 
in the city of Dublin would bo too grout, and sudden a snbnrlian districts have grown up. 


h > th ° b “ Mte ot ““ 61,890. You Muted there ,v«( tom liccusmg distnets 

61,270. Assuming tboy wore dosed, what facilities in the county of Dnbliu, are there four quarter sessions sesMncT 
would you give to tho hind Jule travellor for obtaining which granl liconses 'i — Yes, there is a northern rural Dublin 
refreshment on Sunday. Would you give them any or district which 1 visit occasionally. The business is county 
mine P — 1 think there ought to be a license granted in very small there, but at Kilmainbuni. in the southern 
the nature of the old tavern license from which the district of tho county, the licensing matters chiefly are 
whole tiling grew ; I iecause originally the old drink dealt with. 

liceusowa. not kratre I to the law at «11-1 .ho.dd lit. 6U91 . Y „n lam, oocitoimilly „ hum- namher ot 

i=£r* a ssrs&ii k? p •—«■*-* »/ - « ™. 

„ . , , , . 61,292. At one district quarter sessions ?— Yes, during 

ill .280. \ou would irive the mamstrates discretion ... n 


license was not known to the lu.w at nil — 1 should like 
to have an opportunity of saying a word upon that 


-and it all grew out, of the innkeeper’s licen^. magiM.-aics “ ou r -™ '«• 

. _ . , , , , 61,292. At one district quarter sessions P— Yes, during 

bl,280. You would give the magistrate’s discretion ^ of fcbe 
to say whai house should be open for the supply of the „ ... ... . „ .. 

bond fide traveller on tho Sunday ?-I think so. I think ^1,29.,. Were hey drawn from all over the county or 
there ought to bo some places. For instance, there are wo. they mostly resident Within the district f— It is 
people who come to Dublin who here so heme, and no ;topP»ible to giro precise mforeution, lmt of corn. 
Slitoe to get their dinner, nnd I think it world be too '"S' 1 come from the more metroMhtsn 

Severe n wrench to soy they shonld here no power of par‘« because there ,s o larger population, bu t I that 


severe a wrench to say they should have no power of 
getting it. 

61,281. It would ha a great privilege conferred on 
tho house that was opened when others were not per- 


tho rural districts are represented also. The late 
Governments have very much enlarged the number of 
justices of the peace. Mr. Morloy mode a large number, 
and a good many have been made by the Unionist 


itted to he opened P — No doubt there is that anomaly, Governments, 
and it is » very hard thing to doal with it. 61,291, Do yon And that, haring the toll body of 

61,282. {VisrAnmt de Yesci.) It would arise in the ease magistrates there, there is want of uniformity of 
of townships. They would have to select one houi 


61,282. I Vtsnovm de Venn.) It would arise m the ease magistrates there, thevo is want or uniformity ot 

of townships. They would have to select one house in praetiun from one sessions to tho other P — I should not 

the street for the lonil fide traveller? — I think the like to see yon in my difficult position of getting a 

iiulioial iisocct of it would he this : to consider, mil. Die vote from tiie seventy. Thov Crowd into the 21 'and 


judicial aspect of it would be this : to consider, not the vote from tiro seventy. They crowd into the grand 
individual, hut the wants of tlio neighbourhood, and as jury box; they are all sitting crowding the clerk of 


s they could to sno how many 


would have so bo tentative, but the exceptional privih 


required. It the peace and tho officers ; they 


test of 2rio itinrr would you extend the area of thu licensing authority to 

“ tlio wholo county, assuming you maintained the present 

61,283. Could it be provided for as it is now in Scot- system of tho magist rates being the licensing authority. 


box, and it is very hard to tako tho poll. 


test of granting. 

61,283. Could it be provided for 


traveller, and not the ordinary public-house 


system ot tho magist rates being the licensing 
At present there are four licensing sossii 
county Dublin lint would you have only or 


that is what I meant, that they should be in the nature sessions for tho wholo county P- 


of the old innkeeper's license. 

61,284. On ono side of Dublin going towards tho 


ig sessions, for the Liwiv- 
only one licensing ordiBr 
think the practice sessions 


that wo have adopted is n very excellent one, that 
is to say, that it should bo annual, anil that in what 
are called tho olf-sessioiis nothing bnt exceptional cases 


townships it is easy enough to get a house of the kind , , d 1)0 As x have told you, that has worked 

yon have described ; lmt going on t further towards the welli alul tho magistrates have kindly allowed mo 

mountains it would be difficult to find a house of that thn „ “« lin .i -s-nm-tanSee are. but 


kind, would no! it?— Dike all social questions it is a 
question of compromise. Yon would have to judge each 
case as it arose, and what would be for the advantage of 
ono sot of people would be for the disadvantage of tho 
others. You coaid only net in each case according to 
justice. 


to say what tho exceptional circumstances are, but 
X have mentioned occasional cases in which they over- 
ruled mo upon it 


61 ,296. My question is directed to this— whether you 
would have only one session, a county sessions — instead 
of having quarter sessions districts ? — The district 
question hardly comes in. I think Xilrnainham is an 


no. .. o i „ ,. . ,, .. question liardly comes lit. I tlunlc JYiinuunnam is w 

ditto. bitting as Recorder, your licensing authority O ‘ xotj11i i lt place for the mirtion of the county it repe- 
ls confined to tho city only ana does not extend to tho ^ th £ t ifi bl t fc 0 wh olo 0 f the metropolitan 
Metropolitan Police district P-No. ’ tbc coimty mi llm Lho cil y itsedf. I think that 


Recorder 61,286. You said yon were in conflict rather with the 
mid county body of magistrates with reference to a license they 


part, of the county minus tho city itself. I think that 
is excellent, and i do think it would not be a goodtmng 
to entirely take away tlio power of tlio magistrates to 


gove just over the boundary, where you as Recorder doal with exceptional cases at the sessions; but I think 
inside the boundary bud refused the license ? — I am it is wholly and entirely objectionable that an otr- 


glud you havo given mo an opportunity of saying that I sossions shonld be allowed 
did not ot all moan — perhaps I was misunderstood — to annual sessions and exorcise 


speak of this as a large divergence of opinion between , 947 W11 . in f.. Q f a committee of the Pt^- 

myself nnd tho magistrates. 1 shonld say that we got 01.297. Would you bo in tavnni ot a coi^^ 


ssions should bo allowed to act as if they wore an 
inual sessions and exercise an absolute discretion. 

61,297. Would you bo in favour of a committee of the 




whore a fov magistrates ami at an off sessions may in the a “ ‘ a* ° lmnnn»idBri>d invidious; 

luHfulfgoing PniCt r', " S !ho whote question, as l sidd boforais 
' * i°‘ Ug 0,1 f01 ] ° iears ’ but tl,0se e,M ». 1 “bould , vbec | icr it 8honl a 1« noDular ami a sort of local option 


Id arc rare*’ 0,1 ° l ^ ears ’ 11 lose cases, I should whechcr it should lie popular anil a sort of local option 
’ — because it is very like that in the county now 

01.287. 1 on do not find. then, that ns far ns the towu- whether it should be judicial. Personally, though I 
: a..:, . ’ i - - - - n the side of mi 


ships are concerned tlio licensing authority grant an may appoar to Bpcak because it is on the side of my 
excessive number of licenses F— The townships are not own authority. I am in favour of a jndicial inquiry ana 
subject t o tlio separate licensing jurisdiction. They all a judicial decision, bocauso I think this is a branch 01 
eomo, if they are not within the ambit of the city the law and I, think it ought to b.e certain, and I do not 
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. . p jl, thiuk any man ought to get what another man is 
'fjiiiur. refused because he has canvassed for it. 

. — - 61,298. By judicial you moan that as Recorder you 

would sit as sole authority perhaps associated with 
resident magistrates:' — Yes, I should like to have 
some assessors. 

61 .299. What Hud of assessors would you prefer? It 
has been suggested that the resident magistrates 
should sit ? — 1 should like to have persons who were 
known to have judicial minds and entirely unconnected 
with cither party or with any •* ism ” ; persons who 
were perfectly fair. I should like to have a couple of 
assessors with me. 

61.300. It has been suggested that the resident 
magistrates should he the assessors of the county court 
judge ? — 1 think they would be excellent. 

61.301. Would you have anybody else selected from 
the body of magistrates as assessors ? — I have not 
thought enough on tho subject to say. 

Coanty 61,302. I aui not talking of county Dublin now, hut 
toot ' taking the counties generally. Have the county court 
judges sole judges sufficient knowledge of the looal necessities of 
limning the counties independently of the evidence tbit may 
authority, be brought before them ? — I think they nearly all 
have. They may not tho first year of their sitting. 

61,303. You think they acquire it ? — They are a very 
able body of men in Ireland, and most of them have 
been Queen’s counsel of eminence, and they get the 
local information very soon. 

Private 61,304. It was stated by a witness here tho other day 
v. K that in tho city of Dublin — I do not think she stated 
it was frequent — there were oases where private bars 
were set up in the halls of some of the licensed premises, 
where they had a separate private entrance, and that 
women who were ashamed to go in a public bar could 
be admitted at the private hall and would enter there. 
Have you any knowledge of that or has that been 
brought before you ? — No ; not exactly that ; hut in 
the case of the new licenses I ventured to speak of I 
have very often been asked to look into the under- 
takings they offer to obviate objections sometimes 
made by the police, or by the temperance party, or by 
hostile competing publicans on the subject. As a rule 
I never undertake tho judicial responsibility myself of 
deciding those structural questions, it would bo very 
inconvenient so do so, because I should thou have to 
exercise a sort of supervision over them afterwards ; 
but when objections arc made T generally refer it to a 
concilium, of tho opponent and the applicant and they 
come to an agreement among themselves, and when that 
agreement is arranged a drawing is registered with 
the clerk of the peace and becomes a record of the 
court, and it is on that that the magistrates act after- 
wards on a quostiou of whother a man has broken his 
undertaking or not. 

ESeotof 61,305. {Bran Dickinson.) Do you not thiuk that if 
Sialay the public-houses were closed ou Sunday, there arc 
tiering. many in Dublin who would see to the establishment of 
coffee houses and places of refreshment of that kind to 
provide the working men and travellers with what was 
necessary ami healthy for them P — If tho assumption 
was carried out, and there was a total closing, you may 
be quite sure that all sorts of competitive arrangements 
would spring into existence! legitimate and illegiti- 
mate. 

61,806. And they would be frequented and used so 
that they would pay, because they cannot be kept up 
unless they pay? — The .destruction of the one means of 
obtaining refreshment would give an opening to the 
others. 


Propo* 

lic®*- 

authoiiT 


Hiblia 
-dice aud 
fonken 
i'tsons. 


61.307. And induce them to do it P— Yes. 

61.308. You have a large acquaintance with the police 
of Dublin in your court. Have you any reason for 
supposing or believing that any pressure is put on the 
pulioo to manifest their zeal by a certain number of 
aiTests, or anything of that kind ?— I never heard it 
suggested till the other day, and, if 1 n;ay venturo to 
make an observation ou what I hoard in the room. I 
would humbly suggest it would be a very desirable 
thing to have tho actual document which was mentioned 
to-day as emanating from the police. It should speak 
for itself like any other legal document. 

61.309. I was to have had that to-day, but I havo got 
leave from the Chairman to hand that in when .1 get it 
next time. If I had bad it to-day I would have handed 
it in, and it would havo saved a great deal of tronble ? 


— I know that, as a matter of fact, the police do not 
necessarily arrest a man because he is drunk in the 
city. They sometimes act most kindly by him and will 
take him home, and all that sort of thing. I am not 
prepared at all to say that some joek-in-office policemen 
will not arrest everybody they can. 

61.310. That was another point. You think, as a 
matter of fact and practice, the arrests for simple 
drunkenness are not common? — I am not able bo speak 
to that, because I only indirectly have them. I have to 
speak guardedly, but I do not believe for one moment 
that any sort of espionage such as has been suggested 
exists, and that the men arc desired to make up a certain 
number of cases in order that they may make oases, 
like the old Neapolitan Shirri. I do not believe it for a 
moment, having regard to the characters of the 
authorities who have been at the head of it. 

61.311. It is only foil- to Mr. Harrington to sav he 
made that statement on hearsay information ? — On the 
information of what is called the “ Man in the street.” 

61.312. (Mr. Hijslop.) What kind of license did you 
refer to when you stated that you imposed conditions 
on the applicant ? — Forgive me for pointing out, I did 
not say “ conditions.” I never impose a condition, I 
take undertakings. 

61.313. I understood you to say you imposed certain 
conditions, aud that afterwards tho applicant had 
broken those conditions — that he had made a pledge that 
he would only use his house for certain purposes ? — I 
have spoken in vain if I did not try to explain the 
difference between an undertaking aud conditions. I 
have no right to impose a condition. It has been so 
decided 25 years ago by Lord Chief Justice Cockburn, 
but I do take from applicants asking for a favour under- 
takings that they will use that favour in a particular 
way, and thcrois all the difference in the world between 
tho two to the legal mind, and, I should havo thought, 
to a popular mind. 

61.314. My question is whether the justices, in grant- 
ing or renewing a license in Ireland, have greater 
authority than in this country ? — I have again said that 
I have never imposed conditions. 

61.315. It is laid down that no condition can be 
imposed on the granting of a license ? — No condition 
can be legally imposed. You cannot say to a man : 
‘•I give you this on the condition of it being an 
“ hotel only.” That is one of the strongest instances ; 
but I can say to a man who is asking for an hotel 
license, and says I only want it for that, I will not 
grant yon a general license because I cannot impose a 
condition, aud then he knows the practice, and he 
therefore always applies voluntarily to use it as an 
hotel, and undertakes to use it so only. 

61.316. That is what you suggest with reference to 
the conditions ? — Yes, and 1. am very emphatic on it, 
because that is the whole difference. 

61.317. With reference to the entire Sunday closing 
in Dublin, you think that would be too "real a wrench ? 
— As a practical man, 1 should he afraid to do that. 

61.318. You would allow it to remain as it is now? 
— I should shorten the hours. 

61.319. On Sundays ? — Yes, I thiuk three hours ought 
to be quite enough, or two ; and that is what Mi’. Justice 
Madden said tho other day at the Synod, that that is 
what his proposition was ou behalf of the then 
Government, in 1888. 

61,320- What hours would you have the houses 
opened, taking into consideration the convenience of 
the people ? — 1 should say from 2 to 5, which would be 
three hours, or 2 to 4-. That is for tho ordinary public- 
houses. Besides that. I would allow a certain amount 
of inn-keepers’ licenses. 

61.321. You think that would not bo too great a 
restriction for the people ? — I think not. I tried to 
give my reason for wanting to staunch the wound in 
their wages ub tho beginning of tho week. 

61.322. If you allowed the houses in Dublin io 
remain open as at present you would allow the other 
four oxompted cities to have tlie same privilege ? — J. do 
not like to say anything about the other exempted 
cities. I do not know anything about them, aud if 
I can give any evidence at all of any value I wish 
to confine it to the places where I nave had actual 
experience. 

61.323. You must know that at present there are 
five exempted cities P — Yes, I know that. 
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ROYAL COMMISSION ON LIQUOR LICENSING LAWS : 


61 Would you allow the same privilege to th( 
other exempted cities that you suggest for Dublin ? — 1 
know that they are exempted, hut 1 have not informa- 


tioii on which 1 could say whether 1 think it >3 a wise 
thing or not. I am not ahlo to answer whether I think 


to the before mo and they said we want to open Clitheroe’s 
in? — T case again, oud wo nsk yon to consider the other 

forma- houses in the district, and we do so because this place 

a wise was, as a matter of fact, not used on Sunday. I said it 
1 think is not my part to he drawing distinctions against the 
case in which I was roversed ; I must loyally oliev it 


61,325. Jt seems rather selfish for a person to w 
to give Dublin the privilege which the other cities hi 


,hiuk is not my part to be drawing distinctions against the 
case in which I was roversed ; I must loyally obey it 
w j g j, and I see no distinction. Accordingly I refused to 
have consider tho number of houses in the district, 

0 [ and the accommodation in the district. They 


not?— Do you think it odd I should wish to speak of " na , ! uccom mcii uumi in tne aismcs. They 

uo " • as they were eunblcd to do, before the Court of Atmeal 

XI l» n ,.l,n.,c, f.Kar. irniv lie i in answei- tn the .1.., i i. . 1.1 I.—. v-.i 'f" 1 ' 


61,326. I’orhaps that may he an answer to the and tint court, toltl them they had come up to 

.|uestion. Wc are under i.lie impression that you cnino re-argue Clitlievoo’s cusc heforo tho Court of Appeal. 


ire to give gononil ovidence with reference to Ireland ? The Court of Appeal unanimously decided that they 
■No. I will toll you anything I think I am able to would not allow this to he governed by Clitheroe’s 


give you nu answer about. 


•knblc language, I will not say of 


61,327. With reference to clubs, can you suggest any disapproval, butof question, was raised with Teferenceto 

restrictions to he placed upon them ?— I think I was Clithoroo's case. In tho rcBulfcthe Court or Appealleltit, 

asked that question in 188b. I think it would bo a whore it was and overruled iuo, holding that 1 ought 

good thing it' whatever restriction in the way of license to have considered tho number of houses, because, as a 

~..x o rnirn'o fl„ I, clinnlH lie miule to <rn matter of fact, tho house had not been used on Kuudays. 


is put upon a working man's club should be made to go matter of fact, tho house had not been used on Sundays, 
right along through tho whole of society. If there be I am glad tohavo tho opportunity of saying that one of 
any license required in the case of a working man’s our most eminent judges, Lord Justice Fitz-Gibbon, in 
club, I do not see why the gentleman's should not bo that cose distinctly said: Wo will not decide on 


subject to the same restriction on the principle of GUtheroo’ 


bore, and we warn — the language was 


tantamount to this — the trade that we are not affirming 


Jj™ 4 . touched Tory largo iiMl told whoo raca-orv ttay 

to romiiin open?— By taking care iha, clubs should bo <nIJ . b „ t LorJ Kla .£.,. . ' 


only reliable, true, and bond fide clubs. 


the particn lor judge who said they warned the 


61,329. (Jfr. Roberta.) On the question of the hours trade thoy wero not affirming it, lest, as lie says, they 
of closing, when you gave evidence in 1888, 1 think you should go on considering they had got so many more 


joko in favour of an earlier closing hour on Saturdays 


I may tell you that in tho last case on the 


61,330. Would that be your opinion still ?— Certainly, subject which was mentioned by the Solicitor Gcnei-r.1 

I think it is almost more important, but at all events for Ireland, which 1 have in my hand if it is necessary 


it is quite as important as the Sunday question. 


to go into it. Lord Justico Holmes, then a member of 


of hours on Saturday ?- I would shorten them as much 


the Divisional Conrt of Queen’s Boneh, now in the Court 
of Appeal, distinctly states in his judgment that if it 
had been res nova he would not see his way to follow 


as 1 could consistently with not interfering with tho th( , lirgument£) ol - tll0 judges in Clithoroo’s case, hut in 
reasonable power of the people to purchase groceries thafc C “ nrt of queen’s Bench they must affirm it, leaving 

011 Saturday I inonu including liquor. it to „|»„, llcc o. T f m , is wk . t x VisU & 


on Sntnrduy — I moan including liquor. 

61,332. Would 9 o’clock he too early in your judg- 
ment P — I should lie very glad to see them closed sit 


say, to show that tho matter is in a certain amount of 
uncertainty, and deponds altogether on the meaning 


8 o’clock ; but 1 rather think that that, is a question given to tho word “previously *’ in the Irish Act. 


which the police authorities could 


d nioro of tho peuple iu the evening „„,i ’ ,„i' : '• r 

lhan I do, Tho oaly thing I coo «vy i» tlort tho m, „ £ ,£ nibjLa. P L iotad ym ‘Zght“o i“n 3fc 

vou can save — tor oomo hem to sneak lor the people. .i > ■ ... b 


61,335. (Jfr. Younr/er.) Your point with regavd to Town 


law being what in|»< 


you can sav.-for 1 oomcncrctospoak Ibr the people, thn - impoao c J ftin Editions on 

aud .... UM ground Jhily— the Trugca of tho people on | ico J,e. to eorliin nomi.sF-I thinlr it is 


»«d ,i„ that ground only— -the mm ol too people on iiooj«. t „ -mus f _I thu.k it j, 

Saturday eviiuug. and on S.ind.y lie happier ,unL tho JamcnO yamutto tor tho robidorulic. of the trade 


Ciitheroe's .01333. (Hr. J.'^heT., I only wh.h to put one 

non to you (and 1 do not wuh yon ro onto,- into ,t at hut that it ought to bo dolinod by .Utah, within 

an, length) m order to undor.tnud tho bearmg or tlio pi T hot ia w t« 1 , nsgc „, 

Obthoxoe enso, with which yon were so prominently , . J 

connected. I have not quite gathered whether your 01,337. Thoro is one question you have not touched 


individual opinion is that it is oxtremely desirable that npon, but I think it is important, namely, the caso of 
somo such ca.so hearing on that point should bo taken the rofuijiu g of A transfer on the ground of the uufit- 


to the highest court so ns to get a final decision upon n,,Ji9 oI th,! applicant. Havo not you recently in certain 
it. Is that your opinion ?— I think, on public grounds, coscs imported into tbis question consideration with 
it is desirable. I should be very sorry to give my reference to the title to a house, and advances ofmoney 
own opinion, but I think it is a very important thing from one person to another? Can you explain to ns 
that the nation should understand how far there really exactly what the position is witli regard to thatP— Yes. 
is a different law in Ireland aud in England. Thftt is a v ery important question, and I am glnd you jumfieV-- 

.... . have asked it. On the ground of tho unfitness of intend 

61 ,334. You do nob consider it quite satisfactory that the applicant,, I have very rarely done so; lmb in two or licence, 
it should ho loft in the present somewhat uncertain three eases I have, where the applicant has hail substan- 
position P— It is too long and too technical to go into as tially uo interest, in the house itself. I will givo yon as 
length, but perhaps you will allow me to say a word on n n example the lust case. A young man comes before me 
tho present condition of things. Glitheroe s ease, which with roforeuco to a house that bud been some years ago 
isot high authority, was iu 1877. At that time tho sold for 5. ,7001., telling mo ho has given 2,500l for it. 

Court of Queen’s Boneh, after two arguments, 1 think, That man is cross-examined by the different parties 
prrnndinir nvnr I'nur months, nlf.inin.tolv dneidnrl ns t.Imv m .i lx x i i— i non? rS.ih 


Court of Queen’s Boneh, after two arguments, I think, 


extending ovor four months, ultimately docidod as they who are there, and it turns out lie has only 2001 of that 
did with heBitntion. At that time there could be no and that tho whole of the rest of the money is advanced 


appeal from that court, hut under tho Judicature Acts to him. T have said, and my argument is : You arc put 
n-mvitil wn.a <*ivl\u ng here, to the Court of Appeal. - - e XI i;x i — 


a liominco of tho creditors ; you have no real 


1884. the temperance party tried to raise the question interest in tho houso; tho 2001. you ’ui o putting into it 
nooso which, I think, wo* logically indistinguishable. docs not represent any real value ; il was sold for 1.7001. 


It was the case of Mr. liussoll in Sackvillo Street, who 
sohl liis house aud tho transferee cuuio forward undor 
Clithoroo's case to got a transfer. Tho temperance 


docs not represent any real value ; it was sold for 1,/UW- 
a short time before ; yon givo a vastly enhanced price; 
your 200/. comes at- tho hiiUom of all the rest and is the 
last 200/. of the 2,500(. i am very slow to interfere. 


puny l-aiHod tho question because thoy heard that ho because it iu interftlruig with fro© trade, aud it is going 

intended to nsu lus lieorac on the Sunday, which into financial questions not fairly under the consukrs- 

Mr. HubsoII had not. Mr. ilnssell carried on a family tion of the court. I only do this in cases where 1 am 

business, and for his own purposes solely did not open judicially of opinion he has no interest in the premises 

on Sunday and did not use it on Sunday. They came at all ; for I have then held ho cannot be a free agent 
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lions oud penalties of all sorts. ancl the law imports ho I think that you cannot so regulate them, but that Falhiucr' 

should be the real owner of the place, and I do not ihe ingenuity of the spirit grocer would enable him to 

consider he is if he has merely a nominal interest. find some vessel by which he could break the law if .1 May '98 

61,338. It is almost impossible in any business to wanted to. 

find a man carrying it on who is the real owner. Them 61,3/51. (Jfr. Young.) Have you frequent instances of 
are mortgages in most cases of that sort, vr bother public- publicans becoming bankrupt in Dublin ?— I think not. 
houses or other places of business ?— You arc quite They are respectable solvent people generally. I lmve 


houses or other places ol business ?— You arc quite Ihey are respectable solvent people generally. I have 
right, and that is the reason I say I feel very delicate not a word to say against thorn ; they arc liberal, and, 


on the subject. I have only done so in three or four as I have told you, they support ine in carrying out the 
rases. The hist is one instance. undertakings. It is only in an exceptional case that 

61,330. Do not yon think a man of that class, having they break it-, 
given -200/. only for a houso, and probably that 2001. 61,352. (Lean Dickinson.) They are too prosperous 

being his all, has got a substantial interest in seeing to bo bankrupt ?— Yes. There arc some, of course, but I 
the business carried on properly ? Do you think he do not think at all, if you ask me, that there are 
would riak the 2001. P—L have been led. to this by many more in their case than iutho case of other trades, 
finding a lot of cases of premature bankruptcies. It M nur _ , T ... 

«*-*« 

holding out to these young men, who would give then mont j n this world ' Would you allow mo to close my 
lives to be tho owners of a public-house, , liiduoemonts 0 vidoncc, partly in answer to that, by mentioning what 
to give inflated prmes * jj I I had intended** refer to, namely, tL snbjecl o® early 

conclusion that the man was not ht, having regard to closillg ou Saturday and on Sunday, and to refer to 
n Zl nmlV ’ “ C0Dsei l nc,l<;0 of the fact that legislation in that diction, if reoom- 

want of real interest. mended by you, is not as now faugled or revolutionary, 

61.340. My information is that it came out in evidence as some people think it would be. I refer to tho Provisions 

before you that this money was lent by some bankers? statute of 1815, the year of Waterloo. 55 George III., under Ace 
— It was. and this is germane to what you have just said. The of 18t5. 

61.341. Does not that go to prove that the bank preamble of that Act is: “To gram certain duties 

thought it a good risk ? — The bank consequently would oxoi ® e upon liocnses, and to discourage tho 

put almost every pressure on the rnan to make money. ‘ immoderate use of spirituous liquors in Ireland.” I 


If you know of the cases that - . - , - 

tho sorrowful talus in tho publicans’ families, in conse- phftSir.o the adjective to discourage the 

quence of the giving of these inflated prices, you would n ?° “‘spirituous liquors in Ireland. In tho first 
understand what 1 moan. I’ 1 ** u established Sunday dosing. Those arc things 

... . 'oil not generally known, and, secondly, it provided that 


of beg humbly to Bay that that is my policy, but l oi 


iil,342. I quite a' 


>t generally known, and, seconiBy, it provided that 
ibody could hold a licenso oxcept ho gave security 


ridiculously ? — I am glad you have asked me tho that ho would keep a victualling house, inn, or tavorn, 
question because I think that what I do is subject, uud during the time such licenso should be in force, 'flint 


ought to bo subject, to criticism. 

61,343. (Jfr. Grinling.) Referring t 


•as as to the qualification for it. Then, thirdly, in two 
r throe sectionB it provided, under penalty, that no 


ditious under which tho spirit grocers’ off-license is wages were to be paid in public-houses to artisans or 
granted, the question of character and the question of artificers — and these are the people I want to save, if I 


suitability of premises. I understand the difficulty 


There is a penalty imposed for paying auy 


you hoc is that suitability of the premises alone is not journeyman, workmau, servant, or labourer, uud 
sufficient P — The Court of Appeal have held that the furthermore tho .lot provides that no action if spirits 


question of suitability refers only to the structural 
convenience for sale. 


wore Bold in less than one pint — which was afterwards 
changed to two quarts — could be main tallied if credit 


suitability of environment and surroundings, would that 
meet your objection P— It would meet one of tho 
objections. 


that it mount were 8 iyeu > ftnd that is th ® Iaw at present. 


61,354. I am glad you have referred to that, beciuso 
I am anxious to know the specific cure for the con- 
dition of things of which you complain. You really 


61,345. If a license was heldnt tho immediate door of bavc pointed out what you think are some of the 
oliurch or school, you would like that brought within remedies ?— Yes. May I add to my answer, to make 
v™ nai-htLinl-ir. the historv of it more clear, that the provision reauirir.ir 


the question of suitability P— Yos, certainly. the history of it more clear, that the provision requiring 

, .. ,, the house to be fitted. for a tavern was affirmed after* 

61,316. That is a recommendation yon would ike Wftrda by the Cth George jy., that is 1825. By tho 

this Commission to make ?— Yes. The other question 13th 3ection of thftt Act it W1LS prov i,ied that no excise 

won d remain, whether there should not bo still a , icnnB0 Hhould bo gl . aut nd for the ado of lieer, oyder. 

Further control m being allowed to consider tho number 01 . perry by retail to be consumed on the premises ol 


ler control in being itiiowuu to cotisiaei tuciiiiinoer 0 r perry by retail to be consumed on tho premises of 
mses which, fora great many years, it was supposed tbo p erson applying for such license to auy person who 
could do. It was only in Marshalls case they 8 hould not produce the certificate of the justices to keep 
decided you cannot. an inn, alehouse, or victualling house, and that cou- 


61,347. I think the words you used were that the tinueil the law till the big Act of 3 and 4 William IV., 
temptation was enormous in tho ease of certain licensees and in that Act, without referring at all to the particu- 
to break the law. That arises a great iloal from the lar clause, it gives a different rule with reference to the 
character of .the liccnsu and the foot that the trader granting of licenses; and, incidentally, the old qualifi- 


in Ireland can sell in open vessels and in small quantities cation of keeping a victualling houso was removed, not 
under his off -license. If that did not exist, sureiy the by special enactment, bub by implication. 


temptation would be minimised, would it not ? — Do you 
moan if they wero not allowed to soli in small quantities P 


61,355. I want to put two or uhreo leading questions 
in order that I may get your meaning. You acknowledge 


61,318. If they were not allowed to sell in open this to bo a necessary and legitimate trade ? — Of course 
vessels ? — Yes, thal would modify tho difficulty. I do. 


61,340. That is the state of affaire in England. We b j t j 
do not know such a thing ae sale of wiucs and spirits in ^ L0 
an open vessel under an off-license P — It certainly mcthi 
would modify it. thing 


61,356. Is your method of dealing with the trade, so 
as to prevent excess iu the use of aloohol, the logal 
method, or do you think tbo moral quoetion has any- 
thing to do with tho matter ? — I consider that no person 


61,350. The fact that it exists in Ireland would aimed with judicial authority is entitled to carry his 
necessarily bo au explanation, coupled with the other own notions on Ihc bench for the nurpose of intor- 
fncts you bnvo explained, that somo of these licenses are pretiug his duty under an Act of Parliament, but, I 


held by purHOUB who have promises hot suitable, l’lioso must add, the moral condition must weigh with him, 

two difficulties arc very apt to give riso to the question of if ho be an honest manor cures for bis fellows, iu the 


two difficulties arc very apt to give riso to the question of 
drinking ou tho premises under ail oil-license ?— If I 
might corroborate by my experience of the prosecutions 


mode in which be will net within hie power. 


— - — , j ...j — r _.. — -- _ . 61,357. Do you mean that this trade should be 

—and tho way I know about this is from the prosecu- o^rried on under legal restraint ? — Yes, I think the 
tions that come before mo by way oi appeal— of these wbo le question is what the legal restraint should be. 
Knfoil-. <nvu.o»> t.ha <nri<4anp» of the nnlice that thev have 1 


spirit grocers, the evidence of the police that they have .... 

broken tbo law by selling is nearly always what you 61,358. You would not draw the cords very tightly P 
speak of. They find the tumbler or the pewter, and —I would do it practically in this wav, I think res trie- 
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Sir F. Ji. tivo legislation aa«l restrictive judicial decision is 
Falkiner. foolish, unless it be practical, and unless it aims at 

dealing with, things as they are. If I may refer to 

3 May ’98 myself, I exercise my criminal jurisdiction Tory elas- 

— tically. according to what 1 see the circumstances in 

the city arc, and if I consider it necessary to inflict a 
severe punishment I give it ; but if I find I can bo 
lenient I am so. 

61.359. Are the public-honses the root of the evil of 
excessive drinking in your opinion? — I think it would 
be unfair to say the public-houses are ; but I think that 
the immoderate nse of liquor is a very groat disadvan- 
tage, and as a large portion of that comes through the 
public-houses, to that extent I think so, but not 
otherwise. 

61.360. You aro of opinion that the carrying on of 
the business in the public way as we have it now is not 
a disadvantage hut, on the contrary, it conduces to 
order ? — Certainly. 

61.361. Do you agree with me, that if you improvo 
the condition of the puoplo in their dwellings and 
elevate them by education, yon will lessen intemper- 
ance p — Yes. Every improvement in the progressive 
advance oE the people makes restrictive legislation less 
necessary'. 

61.362. Is that process not going on now in your 
experience? — Yes it is; hut, as Lord Tennyson says, 
there are reformations, and there are retrogressions 


constantly revolving round each other, and reversion 
dragging evolution in the mud, but the general trend vJ h 
is towards advancement. ro'ii , 

61.363. Are you of opinion that you win care the 
evils of which many of us complain' by stricter legis- 
lation, or do you depend also upon’ the advance of 
civilisation? — L depend a great deal more upon the 
advancement of civilisation. There is a very hackneyed Soktrlr 
expression that you cannot make people sober by Act Act of ‘ 
of Parliament, which, like n great, many tniisms, is vevv Parlh- 
true, but if pressed too far is very false ; that is to sav. neat, 
that you can never make people sober by bidding tlicm 

bo sober by Act of Parliament any more than you can 
make them honest by the Ten Commandments, but that 
is no reason for repealing the Ten Commandments 
or to deny the morality that has flowed from them 
through all the ages, and so I may say that restrictive 
legislation will never of itself make people sober anv 
more than the larceny laws will make men honest, but 
wc think they will help. 

61.364. (Mr. Whitlakor. ) They may prevent them 
from getting drink ? — They may restrain them. 

61.365. (Mr. Young.) So with roforouce. to societies 
you would as soon establish a society for the prevention 
of theft as a society for the prevention of drunkenness? 

— No, 1 do not think it is necessarily so. There is a 
very fine society for the prevention of theft called the 
Dublin Police. 


The witness withdrew. 


VISCOUNT PEEL in the Chair. 

His Honour Judge Cubkan called in and examined. 


Judge 61,366. (Chairman..) I believe yon for some time were 
Curran, engaged as counsel in licensing cases P — Yes. 

TT . 61,367. After that you were appointed divisional 

1 osition of juagiatra.be in the metropolitan district of Dublin P — I 
witness. se ryed for two years. 

61.368. You then became a county court judge?— 
Yes, for King’s County and the counties of Westmeath, 
Longford, and Meath. 

61.369. By virtue of that office you became chairman 
of qnnrter sessions in those counties? — Yes. The 
county court judges in Ireland are also chairmen of 
quarter sessions. 

41.370. You Juive some experience, too, of a county 
that was in a very disturbed state when you went there ? 
— Yes, I went at the request of the Government to 
Kerry for five years, while it was in a disturbed state. 
Then I returned to my present district. 

61.371. You acted there as chairman of quarter 
sessions? — Yes, bub I am nowin the same counties I 
commenced in. 

61.372. You returned bo your old district, and you 
are chairman now of the quarter sessions of the four 
counties P — Yes. 

61.373. Ab we know, the county court judge presides 
at quarter sessions with the magistrates P — He as comity 
court judge sits as sole judge, but presides with the 
magistrates at quarter sessions. 

61 ,374 Therefore you can speak for the five counties 
of Kerry, Longford, Westmeath, King’s County, and 
Meath P — Yes. 

Excessive 61,375. What do you think generally as to the number 
and of public-houses in Ireland? Are they adequate, or 

increasing excessive, or sufficient ?— I have always been of opinion 
number of that the number of public-houses in Ireland is out of 
ublic- all proportion to the necessities of its inhabitants, 
ouaes. j_. (jy i 37g_ j ftm afraid as the population of Ireland 
is decreasing the proportion has become greater ? — The 
population is decreasing, I am sorry to say, but the 
number of public-houses, except in a few isolated 
instances, is increasing; and whore the number of public- 
houses lias decreased, I am sorry to say the ratio is just 
as had, because the population has gone down. 

61.377. Do you say that the licenses have increased 
in number ?— Yes. 

61.378. They have not only remained stationary 
where the population has decreased, but where the 
population has decreased the licenses have been 


increased? — The licenses have increased considerably Jufy 
in number. Cam-. 

61.379. Does that apply to any one of your counties 
in particular that yon have spoken of? — It applies to 
the counties over which I preside now, and also to 
Kerry. 

61.380. You would, perhaps, admit that the licensing g late(l < 
law in Ireland is in a very complicated condition? — the las! 
Tho law is very complicated. 1 agroo with all that lias 
been stated by tho Solicitor-G-cnoral and other witnesses 

as to its being complicated, but tho digest given of it 
by Mr. Peel in his statemont of the law in Vol. 5, Blue 
Book is remarkably dear and accurate. 

61.381. Would you say that tho law as administered Granite 
by tiie licensing authority in quarter sessions was so oflict>- 
complicated that they could not understand it ? — No. 1 byjnsfe 
think the law to lio administered at quarter sessions in 
granting licenses is very easy, and easily understood. 

There is no difficulty at all about it. We have one or 

two Acts of Parliament to deal with, and there i3 no 
necessity for a man to bo a judge to bo ablo to know 
what the law is. 

61.382. So that the magistrates do not act up to their 

powers? — No. Tho duties at quarLer sessions arc 
evaded by magistrates, in my experience, and the grant- 
ing of licenses, so far as they are supposed to act 
judicially, has become, so far as a largo body of magis- 
trates are concerned, if I may use the expression, ahuge 
farce. I have prepared hero statistics showing tho 
number of public- houses and the population in each 
town and village of the five counties to which I have 
referred. (See Appendix IX.) (Set 

61.383. Can yon givo us any particulars that you 
think salient from these returns P— Yus. I have here a 
return from Longford, and I find that in Longford town 
there are 3,789 inhabitants and 63 licensed houses, 

45 sovon-day and 16 six-day licenses and two ofi’-lioouses ; 
and it may throw some light upon tho ratio of the 

I iublic- house to the number of other houses in n- town 
ike Longford containing 4,000 inhabitants, if I just 
show you this map. 'Phis is a map of the town of 
Longford, and the bouses marked red aro public-houses 
( producing same). (See Appendix X.) ( Sw ^ 

61,384. What is tho longtli of the street P— It is a x.) P 
town of something under 4,000. That will give you an 
idea of the number of public-houses in the town of 
Longford, and that is a pretty fair specimen. 

61,385. (Mr. Grinling.) This is a difficulty that has 
cropped up rather frequently. I find Longford is 
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returned here with a population of 8,039 and 61 public against a license, and a brother magistrate of his who Jud,* 
houses r— That is the Longford district. was behind me on the Bench said to him: ' What do Curran. 

61,386. But you say 63 public-houses? — In the “ y° u mean by that; did not you promise to vote for 

town. " t^e license before wc came into court”? That is 3 May '08 

q&- T„ .idilitinn to clip ill P nra Ri n„ not an isolated instance. It occurs time after time. — 


61,387. In addition to the 61 P — There 
houses. 


61,100. Did yon, when he asked that question, 


61.388. Tliftt is to a population of 8,039 P-Tlmt i. the gE?!?!* I “Utaitms»ven | mpr3p.r 
sossions di.trict. I have giro,, you Ike roWra ? “A 5 h,m . ! h ° fft f 

..ns of She town. Tke return nil, lied in th» look i. »f th. pvemieo. for which the liceu.o 


here of the town. The return supplied in the hook is 
the population of the potty sessions district, which, of 
course, is much larger. 


iur»e, is much larger. 61,401. (Mr. Younger.) That was a legal disqualifies- 

61,389. Tlieve uro only 111 p„blic.hou«. to the 8,000 F 5^'™'“ 1 “ k ” OT le 

more. There must be some mistake 


61,402. The Chairman rather wanted to know 


■W KSntT “f t * aid could uot «*« him Off the Bene. lor that. I 

outbreak of public-houses, ns shown on this map, has .„i,i _ n . u„ i ji 1 

increased of late years-that fresh licenses have been to “ h “ ho “ d . 110 n « llt t0 1>e 0,1 41,0 Bcnch 08 lacdlo,d - 


granted ? — Yes, in" Longford. 61,408. (Chairman.) Have yon left the Bench your- Gross case 

t» °t u r," i u ””s -1 ans&s gas .r a Si^sESta 

l» »-gist™*e*. who he, 1 lira oftor tunc rotaed W mil ,? , w »,. I mynlf «.w tioi„ drirtu ii Stilus 

WS5 STS a?2J W* fu «■*-&*• v *» •**»“ V™^ 


licenses m the town of Longford on the ground that the 
number was excessive, all trooped in on this day and 


number was excessive, an troopca in on tnis araa It wft8 ja8t i ike un B i ect i 0 „. T | iey came from all parts. 

wo.,,0,1 Who go in thou, to Imj boot, o„ on. .id. of the „„ i , p«J.d B.n.h'ttat “to ” 

.hop con turn to tho other ado of th. .hop to got „ d „ id: „ (ose ids 0 , 

n cmuK. . a ,.. h . onol-pd R.-n.-l, ”, o,,,! [ f™. it, 


»«“ 61,392. Do you know mauy case, where a license lies 61,104. Wkut hupped! to tho Bench then if you 

■ boon rcfuwl nt the onhn.ry nnnunl w al retire P-Tlioy hnd to 'look ouch other in the face. jLy 

upphpd for uud granted ate portlcnlur imsum before n had no lend, Ltd so they wont .bout their busmen., 
.-‘ions. restricted nnnrt of maorisLrates P — Yes. time after time 


atisfied was I that it was a packed Bench that I stood 
1> and said : “ Gentlemen, I refuse to preside over 
such a packed Bench ” ; and I retired from it. 


-.‘ions, restricted court of magistrates P — Yes, time after tune • j 

that has occurred. 1 may suy that there are some 61,405. In the absence of tho county court judge, or, 
magistrates who go from quarter sessions to quarter as on that occasion, if you leave the Bench there is 
L-regnlar sessions to vote lor every license. There are other nobody to take your place ? — I had no other means of 
t-Kiites magistrates who will act fairly and properly almost in showing my horror of what was takiug place. 

'****■ •fjfy awe until » friend of Hubs cones np. tad they 61,406. (Mr. There i. no power to elect a 

vote foi that friend. . temporary chairman ?— No 5 I am by Act of Parliament 

61,393. It iB not illegal to go from one quarter chairman, 
jemiom to mother in ith. , county Mt Bint illegal! 61.407. (Saw DfcKmoo.) Heya yon eve.- keown 
hut it ia unusual except in tho earn of a In™. V , or o' uki m i„,„ u,„t 


61,-106. (Mr. Younger.) There is no power to elect a 
temporary chairman P — No 5 I am by Act of Parliament 
chairman. 


61,394. Do they ever go from petty sessions to potty 
sessions ? — I have no jurisdiction in petty sessions, but 
1 hour that they do. I have been credibly informed 
they do ; but there are some magistrates, I must admit, 
who are above suspicion in cuoh. of the four counties. 


61,-107. (Dean Dickinson.) Have you ever known 
bribes to be offered ? — I do not like to go into that 
question. I have heard it said that they were, but I 
should not like to go into it. 


01,395. (Mr. Younger.) Have you any who muko^ 1 


Lieutenant came up to me and aaid: ‘‘ Jndge7 what 
end try on the cTidcneo before tten. I hav. £~ “ . «• 


61,408. (Chairman.) Do you think tho magistrates Licensing 
are deficient in the judicial part of their functions P — as more 
They look on it as a bit of patronage. They boast of tho patronugo. 
fact that they come in to vote. I recollect sitting ia 
one of my counties on one occasion and a Deputy 


some who como to voto for any license, and indeed say 
they come to vote for tho license. 

61,396. (Chairman.) Should you any there is much 
convassing goes on of magistrates by applicants ? — In a 


time are the licenses onP” “What do you want to 
know for ? ” “I waut to voto for So-and-so, a friend of 
mine.” E said to him he could come up, but he never 
came afterwards. 


61,409. You think the present licensing authority Proposed 
listinctly a bad one P— It could not be worse. That is licensing 


T0I 7 STOSS manner. It is tcrriblo. tho amount of can- experience now, and 1 have been over 15 years acting authority. 

TUBBing that goea on, and I flay that die eicgietrales ^ehaSmeu of ep„ ter nesdoim. 
are themselves to a very considerable extent to blamo 1 


r 61,410. It could be made bettor P — It could be, but it 

could not be worse than it ia now, and that is an 
61.397. Would you go so far as to say that the experience of an immense number of magistrates all 
agiBtrates canvass one another P — Over and over again throucrh those counties. 


magistrates canvass one anotherP— Over and over again through those counties. 

I have found magistrates canvassing each other. I „ . .... T , ,, 

have known many cases where it ha3 been done behind . n n0 » 

my buck un the Dm, oh, nn.l I hnvn h«»d th.m ,»y , P™ * hte™.n , >f 

“Won’t won vote for this man?” quarter sessions is just as liKely to go wrong on the 

» 11 1 you voce lor n tern p franco qnestion as any one else ; but I think you 

61.3118. That might be only an interchange of their could not have a better tribunal than the chairman 

judicial opinion, might it, not? — You may put it in that nlu j two resident magistrates sitting at the quarter 

way, but T know myself 1 very recently met a mngia- sessions in October. 

bralo in one of my counties, and he asked me what tune fi i. 4.12. What would von do with the Recorder P 


61,412. What would you do with the Recorder? 


on, mu i uhkbci mm wii.) r t ma -y 8a y that 1 approve thoroughly of everything 

So-and-so.” mentioning a brother magistrate, who m ^ gaid here to-day, but the Recorder has been 
an old friend of mine, has pressed me v ery hardly to B jtting alone and doing very well sitting alone. 

‘‘ voto for a friend of his who is up lor a license.” He “ b 


came and voted for him ; ho came in late ; he did not 61.418. Yora predecessor in the chair is doing very Licensing 
hear the case, but he voted for the man, and of course well ; but is the Recorder of a city, do yon chink, more authority 

I could say nothing ; but time after time I have found to bo trusted than a county court judge “-No. I would m huge 

that to oocur, so that you can scarcely put it down to not trust a county court judge, and I would not trust a towns. 

. y T"' av ' y . . ,.v, v Ttnonnlin- on a licensing (mention, because each buo liis 


that to occur' 0 so' that you can scarcely put it down to not trust a county court judge, and f would not trust a 
- - * h » « «* 

61,399. I wanted to put the most favourable vit-w on them, say, two resident magistrates. 

! tbng^u thi S. red £ 6 you 61.414. In the city , is well ?-Not in the city of 
ever known it?— I recollect on one occasion down in DuUin. 1 ^^rfidffc^d^i^to 11 ‘h ^ J 6 ' 7 
Kerry, a magistrate was sitting beside me and voted well, and groat credit is due to him for all he has done 
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in Dublin. It would Ixj impossible to net two resident 
magistrates to sit in the city of Dublin, because there 
are no resident magistrates in the city of Dublin. 
There are for Ibe county but not for the city. 

(51 ,415. it is fortunate though there are no resident 
magistrates there that you say the Recorder is above 
all suspicion and un excellent judge i* — No, lam only 
speaking ot' the present Recorder. 1 do not say a future 
Recorder would he above suspicion. 

61.416. How would you introduce the resident magis- 
trates iE them are none? — Unless yon appointed one of 
the divisional justices to sit with him — the position I 
occupied before I was chairman of quarter sessions — 
then you would have the same court. 

01.417. [Dean Dickinson.) The resident magistrates 
in Dublin would bo ouly the stipendiary magistrates — 
the divisional magistrate of police ? — That is all. 

61.418. ( Ohainmn .) Wonld the divisional magistrate 
be cuiiipclout to sit with the. Recorder in Dublin ? — Ho 
would if an Act of Parliament wore passed. Yon could 
do anything with an Act of Parliament. 

61, tip. Wonld you get a good man from amongst the 
divisional magistrates ? — Yes. The divisional magis- 
trates are first-class men. I will not say anything 
of the foot that I was one myself, but at the present 
moment they have beon Queen’s Counsel, and they are 
all efficient men. 

61.420. Constituting the licensing authority iu tho 
town and country in that way, would you have any 
appeals on questions of fact? — No, noton questions of 
fact, because you could not have the two judges of 
assize to sit to hew a publican’s appeal. One judge of 
assize hearing the matter of fact, would bo open to the 
same objection as the chairman, because it miglit be 
the ease of a man having peculiar notions about licenses, 
and a judge of assize is just as liable to have impres- 
sions, or false impressions, about the ground for tho 
granting or refusing licenses as the ohairman of quarter 
sessions ; and the chairman of quarter sessions, it wns 
mentioned here to-day, thoroughly knows the county. 
I may say I know every man, woman, and child in my 
four counties now. 

61.421. You would have an appeal lie, on a question of 
law, to the jadge of assize? — To the judge of assize 
going tho circuit — on law only. I do not think yon 
could havo a batter tribunal than the one I have 
mentioned. 


infringed 
by small 
publicuns. 


unless he could show he was there without his know- Ja4 
ledge or consent ; otherwise, you will never stop these IW- 

houses giving drink to drunken people. A man is found - 

drunk on tho place, and the owner swears he gave him 
no drink, that the man dodged in It is always proved 
to a certainty that nobody gave him drink ; and the 
result is, no conviction. 


61,428. Yen would throw the onus on the publican? 
— Yes, I should increase the minimum penalty. You 
might break all the laws dealt with in all the uther 
sections without breaking the moral law. There is no 
moral harm iu giving a glass of whisky to a man on 
Sunday not a hand fide traveller, bnt there is moral harm 
here. 


61.429. Have you known of convictions taking plnco 
of publicans for serving drink to a drunken person r— I 


61.431. {Dean Dickinson.) Would you substitute im- 
prisomnout or suspension of liconsc for line? — There 
should Im some severe penalty, because, really, if no 
licensed person gave drink to a drunken or half- 
drunken person you would get rid of all the intoxica- 
tion, or a good part of the intoxication, throughout the 
country. It is terrible, coming iu as I have to a largo 
town like Tralee on a market day, to see the number 
of people all going out in their carts — women, children, 
and men— drunk and still getting driuk in the ont- 
lying public-houses. 

61.432. {Chairman.) And the offence of serving drink Ender^- • 
to a drunken person is the subject of endorsement on K 
tho liceuse ? — Yes, it is ; but it hns led to this. By the tii 
Act of 1872 the magistrates were obliged to endorse 
them; hut by tho Act of 1874 they got a discretion. 

The result is they very seldom, if they do inflict a penulty, 
endorse the license, and that is tho only thing this 
illicit trader fears. He would make up in :t couple of 
Sundays the amount of tho line easily. 


61,422. L suppose yon do not bring any indictment 
against the publicans sit largo of Ireland ? — No. The 

f rablicans at largo of Ireland aro a most respectable 
>ody of men, and I say that in the presence of tho 
Dean, but, on tho other hand, there are a number of 
them — small- men — who only live, and can ouly live, 
by breaking the law. 

61,423. It is competition that does the mischief? — 
Yes. There aro many small houses, and it is im- 
possible, hnviug regal'd to tho decision in the Olitheroa 
case, to get ria of them ; and they do all tho mischior, 
l»ecauKO tho respectable houses iu Dublin and in tho 
country never break the law. 

01,424. (Doan Dickinson.) Do yon think there are 
a large number of small men? — A very considerable 
number. 


61,433. Do you propose to compel tho magistrates to 
endorse? — Yes. t think, except in some isolated 


instances it wonld lie Letter for them to havo a discre- 
tion to acquit iu a ease like that mentioned by Mr. 
Harrington thin morning, where a man was summoned 
for selling five minutes before tho time. It would be 
better, almost, to acquit in a ease liko that ; but in any 
case in which they think thoy ought to convict they 
ought to endorse. 


61,434. Looking at tho class of magistrates ns you Csan*- 
have described them to-day. t suppose rathor than In^md 
endorse they would acquit? — 1 am supimsing that the jobber, 
magistrates arc gentlemen who do their duty efficiently j 


61,425. (Chairman.) How do they fare when thoy go 
before the magistrates? — It is impossible to detect thorn 
unless you had four times oho number of police in the 
county. It is impossible especially to detect outlying 
houses. The police are very watchful, but, with 
riilcrcnco to theso outlying houses, the owners of which 
break the law so frequently, they have watchers, and 
the moment a policeman's shadow is within half a mile 
of the houso everything is square and right. 


61,420. Is it a common practice in Ireland that drink 
is served to drunken persons P — It is, I am sorry to say. 
If you could got rid of tho serving of drink to drunken 
or naif-drunken persons, you would gel rid of what, iu 
my experience, is the cause of nine-tenths of die crime 
in Ireland. 


61,427. There ore very few charges of that kind laid 
before tho magistrates, are there not P — Very few, 
having regard to tho peculiar wording of the section. 
Tho 13th section says : “ If any licensed person permits 
drunkenness to take place on bis premises.” It is 
impossible to say what the meaning of that is. What I 
wonld suggest wonld bo that if n man is found to be 
drnnk on licensed premises the owner should be liable, 


„ 5 gentlemen who do their duty efficiently . 

but I am sorry to say that in tho trying of publicans' 
cases, or charges against these small publicans, the 
same amount of canvassing, and tho same amount of 
iutcresb is made, and the same jobbery gees on that we 
find in the case of the granting of lioonscs. 

61,435. My question was directed to that point. 
Looking to the constitution of tho Bench in some 
cases, and looking to the social relations of the parties, 
do not you think, rather than l ake away a man’s license 
by endorsing, they would acquit him ? — They do it now , 
under any circumstances, probably they would, but they 
do it now. I onu instance a case that occurred very re- 
cently. A man was summoned for permitting drunken- 
ness. The police proved the man was drnnk, and there 
wore two magistrates for a conviction and two for an 
acquittal, the result of which wax that it stood over; 
and when the case was over, one of tho magistrates who 
was for acquittal stated to the district inspector, in 
llie presence of his sergeant, that now that the case 
was over he bad no hesitation iu saying that, after all, 
tho man was ilrunk. They had decided on the case on 
the ground that ho was not. The casts came on on the 
following court day, and tho two magistrates who had 
been for an acquittal turned up, nml thoy tried the case. 
It was objected that they had already made up their 
minds, and then the district inspector stated to th6 
magistrate what the latter had stated on tho previous day. 
He denied it. and said that he believed the police h«d 


perjured themselves in the case, and dismissed it then 
and there. 


61,436. Would you give llio prosecutor in the ease J ™ , 
of a dismiss any right of appeal P — Formerly before rl f 
myself in one or two cases the police did appeal from ‘PP" 
a dismiss, and I held they had a right to appeal, having 
regard to the peculiar words of tho Act of Parliament; 
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. . bnt the English judges have sinco hold, with reference 
■■-on to nn A - ct ol Parliament in which similar words occur, 

' '' that the right of appeal does not exist, and that it 
wo aid be inequitable to put a man twice on his trial. 

I am of opinion you would bring the magistrates to 
their seuscs in dealing with these licenses if you gave 
by Act of Parliament the power of appeal ou the part 
of the police. 

61, -537. The police would be the prosecutors ? — Yes, 
the prosecutor appealing in the case of a dismiss. 

,j\, of 61,438. You have stated that the minimum penalty 
io is much too low in the case you have boon referring to, 
.iilreo. of serving drink to a drunken person. What do you 
say about serving children ? What is the minimum 
penalty there ? — Very small. Formerly the age was 
16, and that has been changed by a recent Act of 
Parliament to 13. 

61.439. If I am not wrong, there were two statutes 
which enacted the age of 16 P — Yes. 

61.440. And in a third statute the age was replaced at 
13 P — Yes. The 5th & 6th Viet. o. 24 was the first. 
That is the Dublin Police Act, and I wili refer you to 
the section : “ Every person licensed to deal in excisc- 
“ able liquors within the said police district who shall 
“ knowingly supply any sort of distilled exciseable 
“ liquor to any boy or girl apparently under the age of 
“ 16 years” — that was the law in Dublin under the 
5th & 6th Viet. Then we had the Act of 1872, the 
7th section of which states : “Every holder of a license 
“ who sells or allows any person to sell, to be con- 
“ snmed on the premises, any description of spirits to 
“ any person apparently under the age of 16 years.” 
That applied generally to Ireland, hut the 5th & 6th 
Viet, applied only to Dublin. The age there was 1 6, 
and the punishment was simply a fine of 20s. minimum 
and 40s. maximum. Then the 49th Viet., the last Act, 
was passed, and that reduced the age from 16 to 13. I 
will refer you to the section. It says : “ Every holder 
“ of a license who knowingly sells or allows any person 
" to sell any description of intoxicating liquors to any 
“ person under the ago of 13 years.” The penalty 
there is very small, not exceeding 20s. for the first 
offence, and 40s. for the second and any subsequent 
offence. What I suggest is that the original age of 
16 should be introduced, because really the dangerous 
time for a young person to go into a public-house is 
between the age of 13 and 16. 

hswosioo 61,441. You have talked of money penalties. Did it 
license eTer occur to you that the penalty should bo the suspen- 
i, faulty. Bion of the license in case of conviction ? — That would 
be a desperate remedy. 

61.442. ( Dean Dickinson.) Effective?— It would be 
effective. 

61.443. But too stringent ?— I am afraid it would be, 
because iE you stopped a 'man trading for six or 12 
months his whole trade would disappear. 

61.444. I did not specify the time— say for a month 
or a fortnight ? — They wcukl not mind a month or a 
fortnight. 

61,415. (Dean Dickinson.) Then that would he no 
use ? — To bo effective it should he at least six months. 

61.446. (Chairman.) Yon think it would he too 
drastic P— I am afraid so. 

61.447. (Dean Dickinson.) Why not take three 
months P — Taking the case of a publican who ' is 
breaking the law. it may be effective, but should his 
license be suspended, he may have a large family, and 
would you have them starving for three or six months P 

J* 61,448. (Chairman.) As to the bond ficle traveller, the 

ydjtle ]i m it i s 3 miles cow. What would vou do with the 
'-■wlier. bond fide traveller ? Would you abolish him ? — I wish I 
could. A man cannot be said to be a traveller who only 
walks or bicycles 3 miles. 

61.449. You think it would bo a real improvement to 
say 6 or 7 miles ? — I should say 6 miles. It would do 
an immense amount of good to make tho limit 6 miles ; 
but at the present moment in Dublin there arc public- 
houses just beyond tho 3 miles limit. II you go out 
there in' a tramcar on a Sunday you will B6e an immense 
crowd get out of the car and never go anywhere else 
lint to the public-house ; and the next car that comes up, 
they got on it and go back to Dublin. 

61.450. Would it be a remedy in your view to close 
all public-houses on Sunday ?--No. I agree with the 
Rocarder that it would be too drastic. I think we must 
have some regard to the wants of the working man in 

U 08410. 
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Dublin. The working mail in Dublin dines about 
2 o’clock — on an average between 1 and 2 o’clock. 
I think lio is entitled to get refreshment, and it is better 
not to have it in the house. I agree with Mr. Harring- 
ton there, but I think he is entitled to have refreshment 
if ho takes a walk. 

61.451. Would you like to see tho hours 2 co 5? — I 
think 2 to 5 would give him ample time for drinking. 

61.452. Why should tho bond fide traveller have his 
refreshment at other hours besides those ? — I think 
there is a great deal in that view. I have never looked 
at it from that point of view ; I do not think he ought. 

61,4-53. 1 can see that if you establish Sunday Closing 
for the whole of Ireland tho difficulty of the bond fide 
traveller is rather intensified; but if there are certain 
hours during which the houses are open, then let the 
bond ficle traveller take advantage of those open hours 
and leave the publican free for the rest of tho day P — If 
it was the case of a veal bond fide traveller I should keep 
the houses opeu at all times, because a man might 
travel or bicycle 40 miles aud come in during closing 
hours and then not bo able to get any drink on Sunday: 
but whether you have a limit of 6 or 3 miles, I should 
think it would be quite right to say, If you want 
drink, you must go to the country or take a walk 
between 2 aud 4. 

61.454. Or you might license particular houses ou the 
lino of route which bond lido travellers frequent, for the 
purpose of supplying drink to them within certain 
hours? — It wns suggested that that would be the cose 
when the six-day licenses were established, and that the 
seven-day license would be taken for the purpose of 
enabling the bond fide traveller to get drink ; but, I am 
sorry to say. there are very few six-day licenses, 
comparatively speaking. 

61.455. I gather you have not a very high opinion of 
the bond fide traveller ? — No, a very low opinion. 

61.456. Do you think any abuse arises from the spirit 
grocer’s license ? — I was two years a magistrate, but 
six mouths of that time I was engaged in the Phoiuix 
Park investigation. Therefore I was only 18 months 
acting as a magistrate of Dublin, and, during that time, 
I came to the conclusion — I am only speaking from what 
took place 17 years ago — that a spirit grocer’s license 
costs a very high figure ; it is higher, as a rule, tliau the 
publican’s, and the small spirit grocers could not pay it 
without selling drink to be consumed on tho premises : 
it would nob pay them to take ont the spirit grocer's 
license unless they sold over the counter and illicitly. 

61.457. Do you mean that in a great town iu Ireland 
a man could not live on the sale of groceries ? — In the 
small shops he could live bv the sale of groceries, but 
lie could not pay tho excise duty ns a spirit grocer. 
He could not get a sufficient sale of spirits. 

61.458. (Dean Dickinson.) He must break tho law ? — 
Yes. 

61.459. (Chairman.) Are you in favour of combining 
the trades P — No ; I think that the spirit grocer’s license 
to large shops is a very proper license, hut to small 
shops it merely is an inducement to break the law. In 
the caso of tho large shops I think it is a fair enough 
license, because you are almost sure they would not 
sell illicitly. Thou comes the question that the Recorder 
referred to with reference to the grant of spirit grocers’ 
licenses. Having regard to the present law, the 
suitability of the premises has been held to refer to 
the structural suitability of the premises only. 

61,4(10. We know shat a public-houSrproper, us it is 
called in England sells not only drink but groceries 
and other thing.- , that is the shop which the poor classes 
resort to ? — Yes. — 

61.461. I am riot talking now of grocers’ licenses, 
but oE publicans who in addition to their trade in 
drink sell other goods. Would you like to see the 
trade separated in this case? — Cortainly I should, iE it 
were possible. I doubt it very much, but I certainly 
should like to see it impossible for a man who perhaps 
has a bootmaker’s shop or a meal shop to hold a 
publican’s license. 

61.462. For selling any intoxicants whatever ? — Yes, 
beer or any intoxicants. It is merely a cloak. Mongo 
in there with their wives and children, and are looked 
on as very bad fellows if they do not cross to the 
opposite counter and have a drink. 

61.463. In the case of the publican, how are tho police 
to distinguish with referonco to the hours for closing 
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Judge for the sale of intoxicants ? If a mum goes in he may 
Curran. soy, I conic ill for gvoccries ? — They cannot know. 

There is the same difficulty with regard to these other 

3 May ’98 shops. 

' 61,464. And yet yon would forbid the combination of 

the trade in the grocer’s shop, but allow the combination 
to go on in the publican's? — No, I would not allow it 
either in the publican's case. 1 think the publican 
ought to be kept to selling drink for consumption on 
tho premises. There is no other way of detecting illicit 
sales, except it is known that the mam can sell nothing 
but drink to bo consumed on the premises. 

61.465. Looking at the habits of the people and tho 
long time this practice has been in vogue, would it bo 
possible in the present state of public opiuion to say to 
tho publican : You sbnll sell nothing else but pure 
intoxicants and food ? — It would bo very difficult to sny 
that. 

61.466. Arc many new licenses granted in your 

licenses experience ? — Whenever u man can get a friend of his 

obtained to intercede with bis brother magistrates for him, or 
by cun- canvasses properly, he can get a new license. I have 

vassing. been on the Dench myself when there has been a large 

batch of magistrates, and I haTe seen the solicitor and 
his client before me counting round ihe heads of those 
they expected to vote, knowing very well what the 
result would lie long before the case came on. 

61.467. Is objection token on the Bench that there 
is already a sufficient supply of public-houses in a dis- 
trict ? — I have known gentlemen come in to support — 

1 am not Bpeaking of the last appointments — in large 
numbers a person who was applying for a new license 
in n town, and immediately in the list before this 
applicant there were two or three others, and those 
magistrates voted against those first on tho list, on tho 
ground that there were too many licenses already 
existing in the town ; and when it came to their friend 
they voted for their friend and gave him tho license. 
That is the system that goes ou all over Ireland. I am 
not alone giving you my own views or my own opinions, 
but many chairmen have told mo that is their opinion. 

Stipendiary 61,468. Turning to ft point of the interpretation of 
resident the law with reference to magistrates, you have men- 
magistrntc. tioued tho stipendiary. Dots the term “ stipendiary ” 
apply to a resident magistrate? Is tho resident magis- 
trate a stipendiary? — I will refer you to the 
section. It is the 51st section of the Licensing 
Act of 1872, which says: — “The court of summary 
*' jurisdiction, when hearing and determining an 
“ information or complaint, other than in a case 
where tho oll'cneo charged is that of being found 
drunk in any highway or public place, or any licensed 
premises, shall bo constituted either of two or more 
justices of tho ponco in petty sessions sitting at n place 
appointed for li deling a petty sessions or of a stipendiary 
magistrate." Now at the time that Act was passed it 
was supposed that that would include a resident 
magistrate in Ireland, but tho Court of Queen’s Bench 
in Ireland havo held that the word “ stipendiary ” does 
not include a resident magistrate in Ireland, the result 
of which is now that a resident magistrate iu Ireland 
can in publicans' cases hear only ordinary drunken 
charges when sitting alone. 

61.469. Do I understand that the word stipendiary ” 
was used in tho Act of Parliament when there is no 
such thing as a stipendiary magistrate in Ireland ? — 
The stipendiary there the Court of Queen's Bench held 
referred to the English stipendiary and not to tho Irish 
resident magistrates ; so that that would be an impor- 
tant point oi legislation iF such a power were given to the 
resident magistrate, because frequently lie lias to adjourn 
tho coses, when ho has no magistrate sitting with liim, 
for a brother magistrate to attend. 

01.470. (Doan Dickinson.) The expression “stipen- 
diary magistrate ” is nob in common use in Ireland F — 
No, it is resident magistrate. 

61.471. The resident magistrate is ft stipendiary P — 
Tho resident magistrate is the same us the English 
stipendiary. 

61.472. (Chairman. ) With reference to the reform 
which you think would bo brought about by the term 
•• stipendiary " being made to include a resident magis- 
trate, may I ask does the rcsidont magistrate ever sit 
alone F — He sits alone bat he can only sit in a licensing 
case under tho Acte of 1872 and 1874- to hear ordinary 
charges of drunkenness, because it requires two 
magistrates or a stipendiary. He is not a stipendiary, 
.-uid therefore a second magistrate is required. 


61,473. If you mode that change in the legal term Jsd- 
you would give a certain increased authority and CnJnn 

power to the resident magistrates? — It was intended . ' 

originally he should have that power. A section simply 
stating that the word “ stipendiary ” in the 51st section 
should include a resident magistrate iu Ireland would 
obviate the difficulty. 


61,474. You have sketched a new licensing authority 
altogether, but supposing ynnr reform were not carried 
ont and the cxistingllcciuiag authority were maintained, 
would you tuako any change in the system of applying 
for new licenses ? — Tho 12th section of the Act of 1872 
deals with the mode of applying for it new license. It 
was intended that you should only apply at the general 
October sessions for n new license, but then it went 
on to say that in case tho magistrates saw lit they 
might grant a liceiise at the intermediate sessions. 
More than once it has occurred where a man has 
applied before mo ut tho October sessions and has been 
refused by a majority against the minority, the minority 
have appeared at an intervening sessions and granted 
the license. 


Ihpeatei 
applies!/; 
for liceut 


61.475. You would only allow, except in specific 
cases, application for new licenses to be grunted at the 
annual sessions in October? — I should think no man 
having applied at the October sessions should apply till 
the following October, and no man should hare the 
power of applying during the year who could have 
applied at the preceding October sessions. 

61.476. After the lapse of what time would you allow 
an application to bo made nguiu ? — I do not complain 
of tlicir making application at the October sessions 
when all the magistrates arc there, but the minority 
lias frequently come in at an intervening sessions ana 
granted the license. 

61.477. So that you would soy the application should 
not be less thnn annual F — Yes. 


61.478. I do not know whether you can suggest any- Wake;, 
thing with reference to wake3, which in your statement 

of your evidence you allege to ho a fruitful source of 
intemperance ? — It is very bad, and if it could bo put a 
stop to in the way I suggest it would do an immense good 
to Irelaud. 

61.479. What do you suggest ?— You have all heard 
of tho waking system in Ireland. No sooner is the 
breath ont of a man’s body than one of the next-ni-km, 
or some friend, rushes oil' to tliu nearest grocer's, or 
publican’s, and orders in threo or lour gallons of whisky. 

Thai is tho very least — sometimes it is considerably 
more. If he hail to pay for that whisky lie wonld only 
order in perhaps a quart, but from three to nine gallons 
of whisky arc ordered in, and the whole country round 
is set drunk upon this whisky which is obtained upon 
credit. I should put an end altogether to these 
wakes, and the clergy have done as far as they possibly 
can in tho matter, that is by insisting that the body 
should go to tho church at night, hut still the drinking 
goes ou. 

61.480. Your statement is that tho drink is obtained 
at the publio-houso ou credit F— Yes. 

61.481. Not paid for at tho lime ? — They hare no 
money. The publican gives it on speculation of being 
paid out of the assets, or liy the man who orders 
it. The whole country side is set drunk with this 
whisky. 

61.482. (Dean Dickinson.) That practice exists only in Pn>po*4 
ono religious community F — Yes, but what I do suggest, amend- 
and it would do an immense good iu Ireland — aud I roentd 
have had a good deal of experience of the melancholy T>PP®f 
results of wakes — is that i£ a man supplies whisky on Ac! ' 
credit to anyone for the purposo of being used for a 
wake he should bo in the sumo position us tlie man who 
supplies drink over the counter on credit under the 
Tippling Acts, that he cun nob recover the amount. 

61.483. (Chairman.) The remedy would be that they 
would club the money together F — They would not 
have it. 


61.484. Is not it so ingrained in tho habits of the 
people of Ireland io driuk at a wake ? — Because as a 
rule they get tho whisky on credit. They would have 
no drink if they did not get it ou audit. 

61.485. (Dean Dickinson.) Is it not much discouraged 
by tho Homan Catholic priests in Ireland F — It is. The 
Catholic -prieflte discourage it, and insist, whenevor 
they can, on having the body brought into tho church. 
That does away with it to sorno oxtent, but tho drinking 
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still goes on. Tho amount of whisky ordered in is 
Something terrible as I soo iu the cases that come 
before toe. Seven or eight gallons are ordered in for 
tho wake of it nmu wlio would not bo trusted for a quart 
when lie was alive. 

61,466. (Mr. Young.) 1 think that is only confined to 
it'ew counties of Ireland? — No, in the four counties 
over which I now preside, and in Kerry, it is very 
frequent. I cannot speak of other comities. 

61.487. (OlMwnctn.) Canyon Bpcak of Meath P — Meath, 
Westmeath, Longford, and King’s County. I wish to 
impress that on the Commission, because I know my- 
self the enormous amouut of good that would do in 
putting down drinking in Ireland, and I am positive 
about this, that nine-tenths of the crime in Ireland is 
directly duo to whisky. 

61.488. Yon object to tho habit and practice, bnt you 
think you ran stop it by insisting that there should be 
no credit allowed?— No credit allowed for tho whisky 
supplied to a wake— that the man should not he able 
to recover for it. At the present moment under tho 
Tippling Acts a man cannot rocovor for drink sold over 
tho counter on credit. If the same law were applied to 
whisky soul for tho purpose of awake I should guaranteo 
a very serious diminution in tho amount of intoxication 
too general in tho county. 

61,48!). (Mr. Young.) May I ask you if the clergy 
have refused to say mass, whore a wnko has been held in 
King’s County ? — That, I have not heard of. I oould 
not tell you that, but I know this, that they are doing 
then- best to put it down and they canuot, and I say 
this would put it clown. 

61.490. (Chairman.) Do not the spirit grocers soil 
their goods on credit P — Yes, hut the small spirit 
grocers would not have power to soil over a certain 
quantity. 

61.491. A number of people might go to them and 
each buy n small quantity, and those small quantities 
would niako up a largo amount? — When I say spirit 
grocers I should include tho sellers of spirits as well ns 
publicans. 


; G1.492. (Mr. Young.) With reforonoo to this licensing 

. f'Tr tribunal you suggest that it should ho the resident 
i c magistrate with the county court judgo P — Yes. 


61,441.1. Would yon nut consider that two or throo of 
the local magistrates should ho associated with them? 
— That would bo going back to our present system. 
How would you soloc.t two or throo magistrates? 


61,494. They might be selected by themselves. You 
would wipo out tho magistrates altogether? — No, I 


would not. It is only fair to say that apart from tho Judgo 

drink question nothing could be better than the way Curran. 

the magistrates generally throughout Ireland do their 

duty. They run riot over the drink question, hut apart 3 May ’98 

from that nothing coaid ho fairer than the way they 

perform their duties. 

61,495. I want to take yoar opinion on this suggestion 
that when the licensing sessions take place two or three 
local magistrates should ho invited to associate them- 
selves with the county court judge ? — I should have no 
objection at all. 

61,490. You spoke of County Kerry, anil of the 
magistrates in County Kerry, as being very anxious to 
give licenses whenever called upon tn do so. May J ask 
you is County Kerry not a peculiar county m this 
regard. Do you think that applies to other counties — 
that the local magistrates override the opinion of the 
county court judge in granting licenses. Is that peculiar 
to Kerry, or docs it apply to other counties ? — It is not 
poculiav to Kerry. 

61,1.97. Now with reference to those wakes, uuiy I Wakes, 
suggest to you that they are scarcely known in tho 
North of Ireland ? — You are very good people up thcro, 
a good deal better than we down in tho (South, hut yon 
at the same tiiuo have a few faults. 

61.498. I supposo you acknowledge they are dis- 
appearing year by year even in your cauuties ? — I am 
sorry to say they aro not. 

61.499. You roferrod to a person boing found drunk Permitting 
on licensed promises, and you said you would mako drmikcn- 
tho licensee liable. Do you not think that there is a 

great difficulty in knowing exactly whether a man is 
drunk or not on premises. There might be great 
difficulty on tho part of the licensee in knowing exactly 
at what point the man was drunk ?— Noitlior a publican 
nor a policeman ought to have auy difficulty iu knowing 
when a man is drunk. There is no difficulty at all if 
they like to open their oyes. 

61.500. Is it not illogul at present to have a drunken 
man ou the premises ?— No. Jt is illogal if yon permit 
drunkenness, whioh is a very different matter, and I 
wish it were illegal to have a drunken man on the 
premises. It is illegal now to permit -ir.iakeuness, hut 
what the meaning of that word is I cannot make out. 

61.501. You say that if a man is found drunk on tho 
promises it is not an offence? — No, unless you show 
that the publican permitted drunkonnoss, that is to 
say, gave him drink to make him drunk, hut if a mau 
is drunk tho publican may say, I did not know he was 
drunk at my huuso, I did not sec him drunk, though 
half-a-dozen may prove ho was so. 


Tho witncBS withdrew. 


Adjourned to to-morrow ut 10.10. 


ipottd 

:ud- 
it of 
pD* 


Return fiimislicil to me by tho slationmastors in the following towns in the county Meath, ns 
porter and nlo arriving monthly at their respective stations : — 


Trim. 

An average per moDtli of Porter 64 tons 10 owt. 

Ale 12 „ 12 „ 


7V „ 2 ,, 


the amount in weight of 


Kells. 

Porter anil Ale 96 tons 19 cwt 


Athhoy. 

About 000 tons nf porter iu tho your. 

I may mention Umt Trim nnd Athhoy are only about S miles apart. 

John- Ahve Currax. 
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ONE HUNDRED AND THIRD DAY. 


Queen's Robing Room, House of Lords, Wednesday, May 4th, 1898. 


Tub Rigitt Honourable tub VISCOUNT PEEL is the Chad 


Tho Right Hon. tho Viscovnt dm Vesci. 
The Right Hon. the Loud Windsor. 

Tho Very Rev. H. H. Dickinson, Dean. 
William SrrtosroN Caine, Esq. 
Alexander Mobison Gordon, Esq. 
Henry Grinling, Esq. 


Andrew Johnston, Esq. 

Joint Herbert Roberts, Esq., M.P. 
Thomas 1'almer Whittaker, Esq., M.P. 
Samuel Young, Esq., M.P. 

George Younger, Esq. 


Tho Rev. Patrick O’Leary called in and examined. 


61.502. (Oftoirmnn.) Ton are, I believe, a priest in 
West Cork ? — Tn the city of Cork. 

61.503. In the westorn division of the city ? — Iu the 
south side of the oily of Cork, within the city. 

f 61,504. What is your opinion, from your experience 
os to female intemperauco ? — I have been living for 19 
years continuously within the city of Cork, and I 
believe that, one of tho worst aspects of the drink evil 
is that which concerns women, and especially mnrriod 
women. 

61,505. Prom the effect that their drnnkenness has 
upon their offspring P — Prom the effect that it has 


61,508. Do yon think they got tho drink within 
prohibited hoars ? — They get the drink at the ordinary 
opening hours, ns a rale. They are intoxicated in tho 


drink shops. They come into the streets intoxicated 1 
in many eases, and the polico authorities, as 1 know f 


homos, the homo ties being weakened and destroyed 
to a very great extent, and in many eases altogether, 
tho woman who should regulate tho homo and ho tho 
angel of tho homo, losing her influence with the 
family, thoro boing no respect for her anthority or 
guidance onoe the family know Bhc is intemperate. 


61,500. Where do you think these women get tho 
drink ? — They got the drink chiefly in public-houses, 
and they get it to a shocking extent in a certain 
number of public-houses, because in various parts of 
the city of Cork there tiro numbers of honses that are 
noted us women's honses. While 1 must admit that 
there are a great many pnblioims in Cork who would 
not sell drink to intemperate women, and particularly 
to those who are notably under the influence of drink. 


who are actually frantic from drink and unable to take 
care of themselves. 

61,507. How is it that these houses have come to be 
called women's honses P — Batches of women may be 
seen in those houses, we will suppose, on Monday 
mornings about 11 o'clock, and on Saturday nights 
sometimes batches of women alone, with babies in 
their arms, some of tho babies getting porter to sip 
from their mothers, other women leading children by 
the hand and remaining for hours in public-houses j 
and any passer-by can see that some public-houses are 
far mure remarkable for this kind of trade than others, 
in fact, within the past three or four weeks I have gone 
Into at night through certain streets in Cork, and I 
have been shocked by iindiug literally vows of women 
at certain counters, sovovnl of Ihem intoxicated, others 
sitting on luniohos in front of the counters or the bars, 
and evidently the majority of them being married 
women, mothers of families, the homos thus being 
neglected, tho children allowed to roam about without 
any parental care, perhaps to beg or to steal, because, 
as a rule, the children of such parents are given to such 
practices through the sad circumstances in which they 
are brought up ond the want of parental care and the 
bad example. 


well, pay no attention whatever to that particular act ” 
of the drink seller by which ho is guilty of complicity 
iu tho act of the drunken person in supplying drink. 

61.509. Are you connected with the Society for the I 

Prevention of Cruelty to Children P — I have been eon- j 
nected with it for 74 years, aud for five years I have it 
been president of that society in Cork. t 

61.510. Whafc is your opinion as to the parents of the 
children who come under your oareP — With regard to 
the parents, I have had careful examination and in- 
quiry mado into all the cases. Lost year, for example, 
wo had 175 cases under supervision. It was only iu 
one case that wo could find that intemperance was not 
at the bottom of this crime of cruelty. Iu that caso 
there was a dispute between a father and mother, and 
jealousy, I believe, was at tlio bottom of it, and between 
them the children wore neglected and very badly 
treated, but in nil the other cases, which involved 
cruelty to nearly 500 children, it was simply the result 
of gross habitual intemperauco on the part of tho 
parents. 

61.511. On tho part of both parents? — Sometimes of 
both, very often of only one. As many as 50 mothers 
were brought before the society last year — a great 
many brought into conrt — and a groat many convicted. 
And that is what wo desire to do in all cases. A great 
many get timo for improvement. Mouth after month 
cases are adjourned to see if there ia any hope of im- 
provement. Clergymen nro asked to take an interest 
in them, because we do not wish to punish if we possibly 
can avoid it. 


61,512. Are the women who are brought np for Police 
cruelty to their children over convicted of drunkenness ? statute 
— I want to show that the polico returns really give a nndoctw 


very poor index to tho extent of intemperance, for that drnnkee- 
particulnr reason. I have made inquiries frem tho ncK - 


inspector of tho society, from tho secretary who deals 


office, and I find, to my surprise, that very few of tho 
cases that have coma before our Society for the Pre- 
vention of Cruelty to Children have at all been pro- 
seontod by the polico for drunkenness or disorderly 
conduct. They are habitual drunkards, who are able, 
because of tho habit they have contracted, to walk 
homeland though they do not disturb public order, 
they disturb and destroy the homes and families. 


61,513. They would not come within the cognizance 
of the police, would they P — They would not, as drunk- 
ards or as disturbing public order, because — I regret to 
suy — I have it from tho authorities in Cork that the 
police do not take up cases unless they disturb public 
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_ order, or unless there is some danger to the individual. 

, If lie can lie taken home by a friend, or got home 
•u nr 'J' himself, ho is not arrested. 

61,514 Bo you trace craolt}’ to children to the vice 
of intemperanco in the parents? — To that, and to that 
nlouc - * wil1 ill,,8trnt€ 1,1 in this "-ay : I have met tlio 
fathers in person. They come under my jurisdiction 
" "" in gaol. They are ns anxious us any people could bo 
about the welfare of their children. They really foci 
heart-broken while in gaol because of their conduct, anil 
because of tlio suHuriugs they have brought on their 
families; but while they are addicted to drink, vrhon 
outside, they simply have lost their nature through it. 
In the same way, in the female prison, mothers take 
their babies with them. They are obliged to do so liy 
the law. If they are convicted of craolty they may take 
their babied to prison. They absolutely fawn on those 
little children. Nothing could be more touching than 
their affection for their children, hut when given to 
drink out of prison, they simply forget the very 
existence of those children. 

61,515. Yon were chaplain, I think, to the Cork 
prison for Borne time ? — 1 have been chaplain for 8-} 
years. 

r. ewetion 61,516. When you say yon trace craolty to children 

-fdrink to the vice of intemperance, what do you 6ay as regards 
idcritnt. ordinary crime ? — With regard to ordinary crime, 1 have 
gone into that thoroughly, and, having gone into it 
myself, I inquired last week from the governor, who 
has had 38 years’ experience, and the deputy-governor, 
who has had 33 years’ experience. The governor was 
in five prisons in Ireland, and the deputy in several 
prisons. Tlioir views, to my surprise, perhaps, cor- 
responded exactly with my own, because, after all, I 
felt that I liad opportunities of knowing the sources of 
crime bettor even than the governor, because prisoners 
throw off oil reserve in their relations with the chaplain. 
They simply toll at once the nature of tVieir conduct and 
the source of their misfortunes, and they have no 
hesitation in doing so. As the result of my observations, 
I have had no hesitation in coming to the conclusion that 
90 per cent, of those imprisoned in the Cork gaol owe 
their miefortnnos to drink. 

61,517. You do not think that they wish to try to 
curry favour with die chaplain liy making out their 
past lives to bo darker than t hoy really were ? — Ido not 
think so at. nil. Every evening there arc visitors to my 
house, mothers and sisters and wives who sometimes 
have como long distances from tho country. Their 
story is always of tlio saddest kind. They sny “ John ” 
or “Patrick was the best son or tlio best husband in 
“ the world till lie got addicted to drink.” “ Well,” I 
say, “Ho is in gaol for larceny." “ Oh, but it was 
•• 'simply that ho took np with drunken companions, 
“ got addicted to drink, and then ho became addicted 
" to these other vices.” 

Police 61,518. What do you sny as to tho conduct of the 
hxiu police generally in tracing out causes of drunkenness 
nfrrdng and punishing tho gnilty ? — With regard to the run* 
4 law. duct of the police generally, I must say I have been 
greatly disappointed. 1 have taken a very special 
interest in this work, because I really feel greatly 
concerned nliout the condition of tho working people. 
Iam anxious to have intemperanco stopped. I seek 
sobriety. I have adopted certain moans to secure it. 
I have never advocated, in public or private, prohi- 
bition or anything of that kind, but l seek to secure 
sobriety, and I may say tho police might help us 
considerably if they did their duty, but I do not think 
they do their duty. I say that emphatically. I think 
they fail considerably in the discharge of their doty. At 
the same time I say that tho present county inspector 
in Cork is as anxious us any man could be to discharge 
his duty well, zealously, and houostly between man 
and mini, but of course ho is only one individual, and if 
there be an unwilling police l'oroo he cannot do very 
much with them. 

61,519. Where do you think they especially fail ; in 
punishing those who supply drunken drinkers ? — They 
fail in that; and they fail in detecting illicit sale. 
They fail with regard to detecting frauds perpetrated 
by so called b mul fide, travellers. My experience of 
those travellers is that they are all multifile travellers, 
that is, as a general rule. Of coarse there may be some 
who havo a very legitimate reason for travelling, but 
my general experience is, and 1 know a great many of 
those travellers, that they are mold fide travellers, 
hut they have really a loud fide thirst, because they 
havo been drinking to excess on Saturday night. 


01.520. Is it, or is it not. too much to expect of tho „ .. 

police, with their other duties, that they should super- q.j ' 

intend the vice of drunkenness, or do you think the 

Royal Irish Constabulary havo not much to do H — I am .j > 3 g 
quite certain that thoy cuuld do an enormous amount 1 

of good in stopping this evil if they chose, without 
really very much additional trouble to themselves, and 
I will illustrate it by instances that came under my own 
notice. I knew certain localities which were becoming 
demoralized by illicit sale on Sundays. I applied to 
the county inspector for a stranger to’ go, if necessary, 
in disguise. The county inspector immediately com- 
plied with my request on more than one occasion. I 
believe there was hardly a single visit that was paid 
by this man that did not prove most effectual. On 
some occasions ho actually discovered publicans selling 
to people who had no right whatever to get drink, and 
who made no claim to be travellers at all. On other 
occasions he saw crowds running oway from the pnblic- 
liouses, thus clearly demonstrating that the illicit sale 
was going on, and that those who were receiving tho 
drink wanted to save themselves. 

61.521. Do your remarks point to the opinion that, Special 
you would employ 6trange policemen or detectives P — inspectors 
I would employ them for the simple reason that tho for public- 
police do not fulfil tnoir duties. 1 have been for years houses. 

in a populous district in Cork, and there are only 
perhaps two or three policemen in three barracks 
that can be trusted to do their duty, and in two of tho 
districts illicit sale was going on habituully, and nono 
of the police ever interfered or took the lonst step to 
put a stop to it. At my request it was stopped 
effectually by one roan, for a long timo together, nt 
certain periods. Even one man stopped it. Ho 
succeeded in detecting and punishing on some 
occasions. Tho gcucral resale of his visits was that 
the publicans got afraid to practise this illicit sale, so 
that there was the greatest possible improvement 
noticeable for a considerable time afterwards. 


61,522. Do you believe that publicans in Cork very mioit sains 
often sell within the prohibited boors?— I believe they pu bl : - 
•do. I have often asked people myself — unfortunate cam. 
victims of drink. I have met them in various places, 
at various hours, in prison, and other places. I have 

S it the simple question to them, havo they much 
tfioulty. They say, “ That depends. Some publicans 
*' will not give it, and others will ; hut we have not 
much difficulty as a rule." I said, “ Have you been 
11 refused drink in those places whore you think you 
“ eau get it?" “Yes; ’ they say, “if wo have no 
“ money, hut if we have the monoy we have very 
“ little difficulty in getting the drink." I know 
myself from my experience of portions of the city that 
illicit sale during prohibited hours is going on very 
generally indeed. 


61,523. Yon havo given ub your opinion, of course, 
very generally, of tlio police. What should you say as 
to the general body of tho publicans in Cork ? Do they 
habitually, as a body, break tho law? — I say that a 
very large proportion of them break tho law without 
scruple. I would not like to say exactly the proportion, 
but I certainly think a very largo proportion aro 
anxious to break tho law, and they actually do so when 
they can. They aro afraid to a certain extent. They 
are watching. They have scouts out. I know publicans 
who havo trained their children to act as scouts, thus, 
of course, demoralising them, having them posted here 
and there obBorviug the police. I have known them to 
make use of corner boys to watch for thorn on Sundays, 
aud i f the police aro seen in the distunes, word is given 
to the publican. 


61,524 What happens to a drunken man if ho is past permitting 
tho limit of sobriety in one of these houses? Is ho druuken- 
chucked out by thoso in charge ? — Yes. I have lifted ness, 
drunken womou out of tho gutter, and I have actually 
seen them cast out, in that way, falling into the streets, 
by publicans’ assistants, and I havo known those 
drunken people to have spent all tho evening previously 
driukiug in these particular houses. Tho assertion 
could not be maintained that they came in drunk to the 
house. They were drinking there previously, and then 
tlnng out. 


61,525. I do not wish to presume in any way, hut 
should you think it your duty to prosocuto any of those 
publicans whom you saw ? — 1 should think it the duty 
of the police just to look in and to seo them taking the 
drink, as tho police can see them if they look in 
numbers of the bouses in Cork. 
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Rev. P. 61,526. An ordinary passer by, like yon on that 
O'Leary, occasion, seeing a scone of this sort, a drunken woman 

turned out of the, house, would it bo competent for tho 

4 May '98 passer-by to prosecute that publican ? — It would not be 
1 1 ■ competent. 

61.527. The magistrates would not receive his 
charge ? — No. 1 presume I should have no loom standi 
at all in the matter. Tho police should prove that that 
publican made a Bober porsou drunk, or gave drink to 
a person actually drunk already. Tho police must give 
actual proof of that. 

61.528. If the law were altered, and if the fact of a 
drunken person being found in a house, or turned out of 
n house, as you describe.was primii fn.de evidence against 
a publican, you think there would bo greater facilities 
for conviction of the publican? — That would leave no 
excuse to the police, and I wish to say that tho polieo 
at present excuse themselves on that very ground. 
They say, “ What is tho use of our bringing forward 
" these cases P We must prove that the publican 
“ actually gave driuk to tho person while drank, or 
“ made a sober person drunk.” They could prove it 
very often, but I say it would lie very well if oven tho 
excuse were taken from them, which they make use of, 
that it is difficult for them to prove it. 

Wages 61,529. In your experience does payment of wages iu 
paid in public-houses prevail to any groat extent in Cork?— 
public- The payment of wages has been very generally made in 
houses. public-houses with regard to a certain class of labourers 
called quay labourers, it prevails to a certain extent 
amongst other labourers also, bnt chiefly amongst the 
quay labourers, and there are iu Cork, on an average, 
employed on the quays about COO or 700 every week. 
Their life is of a precarious nature. They may get ill. 
or Si., or 41. a week some weeks; other weeks very 
little. I have been trying to make out au average, aud 
I think they would earn over II. a week each. 

61.530. When they come to have their wages paid at 
the end of the week, do I understand you to say tlint 
money is stopped out of wages due to them for tho 
driuk tlioy have drunk in the course of the week? — 
They have got the drink in certain public-houses, and 
of course it is stopped out of tlioir wages. The meu 
who hold the pnblic-liouseB in which they are paid in 
some instances are their paymasters and employers by 
arrangement with the merchants. Tho merchants have 
those publicans acting as stewards or employers of 
labouring men for them. They pay tlioir wages or give 
employment, as tho case may lie, to tho quay labourers 
in the public-houses. 

61.531. Would what wo call in England the ganger 
be the publican ? — He would be tho publican in some 
cases. Jit was most demoralising. As a proof of its 
demoralising effects, wo had as many as 50 quay 
labourers out of n total of 83 before tho Society for tho 
Prevention of Cruelty to Children last year. Tho 
practice has been going on for the past 30 years I am 
told. I referred to it publicly last October, but no 
notice was taken of it by tho authorities. I declared 
that it was a breach of the law of the Truck Act. At 
tho last annual meeting of tho Sooioty for the Prevention 
of Cruelty to Children I referred to the matter again, 
and brought it under tho notice of tho county inspector 
in a vory formal way. Tho polieo authorities did not 
seem to think it was their duty to look after the matter 
at all ; they thought that it belonged to tho duties of 
the inspector of factories. However, I Baid it was 
illegal, und I was determined that it should be put a 
stop to : it was demoralising. These unfortunate men 
believed they would have no chauce or employment 
unless they became habitual customers of these public- 
houses. 

61.532. Then it amounts to paying their wages in 
kind? — if os. 

61,538. Which is illegal, is it not P — This prootioo 
was quite illegal. 

61.534. The publican could not recover at the end of 
the week the sum for the drink that ho had supplied on 
credit, could he P — No, he oould not. 

61.535. He stops it from their wages? — Yes. Tho 
county inspector got tho order from tho Government to 
have it put a stop to, but I must say that it happened so 

ouerally along those quays in Cork that it was most 
omoralising. Anybody coaid know the effect of it 
through looking at tho condition of these unfortunate 
men, and knowing the conditions of their families, as 
1 know it from the information brought to our 
aooiety. 


01,536. There mnst be considerable employers of 
labour in Cork who are in no way connected with the O'i P ' 
publican interest. What do they sav to this practice - . ” r ; ~ 

— I called on a couple of them, and they told me they ' ’ 

would pat a stop to it ns soon as ever they could make 
arrangements for the payment of the men elsewhere. 

I waited for some weeks, and I found from tho wives 
anil mothers of these meu that they were still paid iu 

C ublie-houses. I took the matter 'tbon into my own 
ends and waited upon tho authorities. I believe that 
the men whom these merchants omploy as gangers or 
heads of a certain number of men, at ono time had not 
public-houses at all, but they have got them a3 a very 
shrewd aud wi3e plan for securing custom, aud the 
merchants did not like to got rid of meu whom they 
had had in their employment for years. 

61,537. As to the evil 3 yon have pointed ont connected 
with the driuk, I think you said in the earlier part of 
your evidence you lielievo that thoso evils were inten- 
sified by the fact that an habitual drunkard communi- 
cated his habit to his children. Is that so in your 
experience ?— Yes. I have givou some reasons why Thedii]. 
the evil is bound to increase unless the State takes the <lren n f 
necessary stops to check it. I have given the mnltipii- lubliual 
oation of public-houses, the inordinate number of public- inebriate-, 
houses, all trying to extend the market and to vie 
with one another in pushing on their sale ; the formation 
of limited liability companies, with shareholders here 
anil there through tho land ; aud the transmitted evil 
to the children. I do not know whether a craving for 
drink is directly transmi tted to tho children ; that is a 
matter of opinion, bat certainly from my observation 
the children of habitual drunkards have a very low 
species of morale., very little self-control, and they 
inherit very great neurotic weakness, so that they uro 
really liable to fall very easy victims to intemperance 
once they take to it ; and I find from experience 
tlmt it is almost a miracle, aud a miracle alone, that 
will save them once they have taken drink ut all. 

61,538. You have said, speaking generally, that the Thepofc 
police neglect their duties. What do you say as to the and the 
magistrates? — With regard to the magistrates, the justices 
police, of course, assort, as one of the reasons for their 
apathy, that they arc not oucouragod by the magis- 
trates. Now, I should like to point out that while that 
is pretty clear, and the conviction has been formed in 
the pnblic mind that tho magistrates ave not at all to 
bo trusted in the administration of tho law in this 
matter, that conviction has boon based upon an accumu- 
lation of facts which have come before tho pnblic year 
after year, such as witnesses who come before this 
Commission have borne testimony to, and as a result a 
great many dismissals have taken place when eases 
were brought beforo the magistrates. In the case of 
prosecutions for illicit sales, I think thoro have been 
112 convictions in Cork iu throe years, anil 59 dismissals. 

The polioe had a strong case: in nearly all those cases, 
and yet there wore as many as 59 dismissals. That, of 
course, gives somo justification to tho statement of tho 
polieo that the magistrates do not encourage them. 

At the same time I believe that tho police arc actuated 
by other motives as well, namely, the desire to bo 

? >pular with the publicans who live around them. 

hat is the chief reason, and tho want of encouragement 
given by the magistrates. 

01,539. What is the unmbor of Ihe polieo in Cork ?— 

I do not know tho exact number. 

61,540. I suppose the cironmstnncos nuder which a 
policeman would ilo his duty would he very embarrassing 
to most people, that is to say, ho would find himself 
very unpopular in the immediate neighbourhood aud 
among his own associates? — Yes, bo would find himself 
vory unpopular, and of courso they do not like that. 

Tho instinct of popularity is as strong in them ns in 
everybody else. 

61,541. Are the public-houses in Cork let out to Public- 
lodgers? — Yos; there are as many as 51 let in tone- bonus 
ments, and in many of those houses there are as many let in 
as five or six families living in different apartments. ’ tenement- 
61,542. With communication with tho bar ? — In most 
cases there is communication with tho bar from within 
the house. I havo known cases whore there was no 
communication with the bar witliin tho bouse, bnt I 
have known of illicit sale being carried on behind liy 
letting vessels down from tho windows, and by an 
arrangement with the publican the drink was put into 
tho vessels, and the practice carried on at any time 
when the people wished. Of course these people living 
in tenements claim to havo a right, they arc visitors as 
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well as anybody else ; and visitors of any kind, bogus 61,556. Would yon endorse that opinion? — .There Rev. P. 
.... nthm-wiMo. can drink, and the nolice. from the nature. rriMn. .1,. u_+ t — e „ — 1. .. rvr 


. drink, and the police, from the nature might be other safeguards, but I prefer it very much te O'Leary. 

tind it very hard to exercise any supervision the present system. 

y see wliat occurs in 61,557. Supposing all the homes were closed in Cork 4 98 

oa the Sunday, do you think, or do yon not think, that 
tho working classes might say. “ We arc deprived of 


r those houses. 


_r other 
of tho case 
whatever 
the open 
on within. 

61,513. Do the magistrates never impose any con- 
ditions on the publican that he shall not take any 
lodgers ? — I do not think they have ever imposed any 
condition whatever. 

01,511'. Is it legal for a publican to let out his home ? 
—Quite legal. 


‘‘the same opportunities as other classes”? — They 
would have the same opportunities, as a matter of fact, 
as all other classes. 


61,558. Except that they would not be able to go to 
their own collars P — Of course they might, if they chose, 
pat in a bottle of stout or two ou Saturday night, end 


61,5X5. Bat not legal to have a direct communication if they could not he trusted to keep it, that proves the 


private part of the house ? — 
llieit sale dining forbidden 


between the bar and tho 
Not legal to 
hours. 

61,54-0. But would tho mere fact of communication 
with the rest of the house, between the lodgings and the 
bar, be illegal ? — I think myself that some magistrates 
have enquired into that, but, as a matter of fact, as wo 
find things in Cork there is such a communication. At, 
the time of renewal!) this difficulty cannot possibly; 

because it does not enter into the matter :•" * - 1 

for renewal that tho premises be suitable. 


i and stringent measures to be 


'.Is there a strong feeling in Cork, do yi 
think, among the people generally, for earlier Saturday 


61,559. You do not think there is the same unanimity 
of feeling in regard to total Sunday closing as to 
earlier Saturday closing P — There is not, owing to the 
misgivings that people have with regard to bogus clubs 
and shebeens ; but I find that there is no tendeuoy in No ten- 
Cork to form bogus clubs. I have known of two. It deney to 
„ is a remarkable fact that those who formed, or bogus 

a condition attempted to form, those clubs were acquaintances of clubs. 

whom I knew in prison as habitues of Her 


tutors, closing P— Yes. 


Majesty’s gaol. Amongst the respectable working 
iburuay F e °ple there is no such tendency whatever. These 
had constant conversations clt |^ 8 wero quickly crushed by the exertions of a single 


with all classes in Cork on that subject, and I 
astonished at the great unanimity of all classes, without 
exception, for early Saturday closing, with, of conrse, 
tho exception of the vintners, who constitute themselves 
the friends and advocates of the working people. In 
this matter they say the working people should not be 
deprived of their liberty or of their rights. It struck 
me as very curious indeed that outside these there is 
no such claim whatever made for the working man’s 
liberty. 

61,548. Do you think it would he popular to close the 
houses in Cork on Saturday earlier thau nine o’olock? — 
It would be popular, I think, to close them at eight 


policeman within the past couple of years. 

61,560. Is it the habit of the bishops of your church Sale of 
-i enforce in any way pledges upon drink tr 


to recommend c . o __ 

children? — They do not enforce" them* but ou *fho children, 
occasion of administering confirmation throughout the 
country they put before tho children tho advantages of 
keeping from drink as the source of so many misfor- 
tunes to them in after life, and so much sin. They ask 
them if they choose freely to pledge themselves to total 
abstinence. As a matter of fact the children practi- 
cally all do take the pledge on that occasion. I have 
taken very special note of it. Wo find that a vast 
majority of them take drink afterwards, and in many 
cases very soon afterwards, and break that pledge ; and 
accounted for chiefly by tho practice of their 


that i 


61,549. When would tho people do their shopping ?— parents and neighbours sending them for drink, aud 


rould be open, of conn 


The shops 

61,550. The publicans arc often tho shopkeepers? — 
There arc plenty of shops without them, and I think 
tho publicans should not bo shopkeepers. 

61,561. Yon would separate the trades ? — I would. 
If they havo a shop, lot it bo a. separate house. 

61 .552. Is it not a fact that in Cork nearly all the 
publicans sell other things than intoxicants? — No. 
There are about 50 out of the entire number. Out of 
524 ordinary public-houses, 50 have shops soiling 
groceries, and a variety of other things as well. 

61.553. Tho others are publicans proper ? — Pnhlicaus 
pure and simple. I would separate thorn altogether. 
Wo kuow that even in ordinary cases of publicans the 
difficulty of supervision is vciy considerable, and nbnso 


the publican selling thorn drink. I would not have 
drink sold to any child under 16 years of age, either to 
consume on the premises or to take away. 

61,561. You would raise tho age from 13 to 16? — 
Yes, and I would not allow them to take it away 
either, because 1 maintain that the law in that respect 
is simply a fraud. They may go outside the door into 
a lano, or into a field, and consume it themselves, after 
having stated to the publican that they want the drink 
for a neighbour, a mother, or father ; and ns a matter 
of fact I have known several children to be taken to 
the infirmaries in an unconscious condition. The doctors 
have had to have recourse to various means to restore 
them to consciousness. I believe they got the drink in 
that way. 


, - „ - 01,562. Yon would allow no child to he served either 

very wide spread. How much more must it be when f 01 . consumption on, or consumption off, under 16?— 
they have such facilities offered, having shops on their On or off under 16. I thiuk it is the cause of intemper- 
preinises. I know that in certain towns people give ance amongst mothers. I know several women who 
themselves up to drunken orgies on Sundays when the have become addicted to drink, and the neighbours 
public-houses are supposed to be closed, simply because knew nothing whatever about it, because these women 
they get the drink in those combined shops. get the children round by giving them a few pence to 

01,554. Would thoro bo tho Ramo unanimity among bring thorn drink habitually, 
tho public as to total Sunday closing ?— Not quite the 61,563. Do you think imposing fines upon drunkards Useless- 
same. I have taken a good deal of pains with regard who have broken the law by being drnnk and disorderly ness of 
to that matter to find out; and I believe that a is of any avail? — I think fines are not of any avail as fining 
majority, taking in all classes, would bo in favour of we see them ordinarily in the police court, simply drunkards- 
total Sunday closing ; but I believe the vast bulk of the because it is not the drunkard who is punished but it is * 

people would bo in favour of shortening the hours, that his family. He does not mind it. Ho is master of the 
is to say, giving about three hours on Sunday evening. situation. The wife, or mother, or sisters, or relatives 

will pay the fines, and the man is free to go on as 


61,555. Two to 5? — Two too. or 3 to 6. I made enquiry i le f or a ^ 
from the Vicars-forano of the diocese as to tho condition 
of things in their towns. Bun don, Kinsale, Bantry, and 
the districts around, because these gentlemen have a 
certain jurisdiction in those deaneries, as they are 
called, and I have three letters here, the substanoo of 
each and all being practically the- same. They tell me 
that Sunday (dosing has dono an im m ense amnnnt oF 
’ 'n their districts, that there lias been absolutely 


shobeenin 


61,564. I think you have made an estimate of the 
sums paid into tho Cork police office ? — Yes, I have 
taken it from the statements of the Recorder. It varies 
a little, but it is usually about 2,0001. a year. Those 
fines are imposed upon people in the most wretched 
circumstances, and tho suffering that results from tho 
effort to pay these lines is something fearful. Clothes 


has not lod in any case to "the Die sold, children deprived of food, money borrowed. 


formation of bogus clubs ; and they add other matters which it is impossible to repay afterwards perhaps ; all 


to have the granting ami renewal of licenses taken those who are guilty of complicity in that crime a . . 
away from the ordinary magistrates, and given to tho punished at all. We hud only 13 cases of conviction 
county court judges or Recorders. for giving drink to drnnkon people in three years, and 

B b 4 
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Rtv. 1\ tho police in these casts, at all events, cannot complain 
O'Leary. that the magistrates have not co-operated with tliom, 

because there ire re only four dismissals in three years, 

4 May '9 S and 13 convictions for complicity in the DrnukarflB 
— • ■' * Act. 

Excessive 61,565. Do I gather that you think there is a super- 
and abundance of public-houses in Cork? — Yes, twice as 

increasing many as are required, I should say. 
number of 61 ,5(J«3. Are they being added to ? — Yes. In the last 
licensed years there has been an addition of 20 or 21 ordinary 

houses, public-houses, and I think about 20 other shops selling 
drinks, such as spirit grocers and beerhouses. I know 
there have been 20 or 21 ordinary public-houses added. 

61.567. Within 10 years the population must have 
seriously decreased in Cork ? — very much decreased. 
The numbers are 4,799 decrease in Cork, from January 
1887 to January 1897, and the increase in ordinary 
public-houses is 21, while other shops selling dvin.t 
nave increased by about 20. 

61.568. Do yon think that if the laws were properly 
enforced ns they stand, that would tend to diminish 
the number of licensed houses in Cork? — As things 
stand, the law will not be enforced, because the law 
gives facilities for its own violation. 

Permitti 61,569. If the law were made more stringent, what 
drunken- security would you think that the law then would lie 
ness. administered with any groatur stringency than now P — 

For instance, there are evils which are very remarkable, 
supplying drink to drunken people. To my mind, on 
the part cf the man who docs it, that is as bad as, or 
worse, than the evil is on tho part of the man who gets 
drank. It is more deliberate and more wilful in every 
way. That practically escapes unpunished. Make tho 
law simple, so that sort of bi-lateral crime will bo put 
a stop to. Make it clear, and let it bo punishable to 
allow drunkenness on tho promises at all. Let that lie 
prinut facie, a case against the publican, and let the 
conviction be recorded cn the license, and in that way, 
by stringent measures, the number of public-houses 
might be decreased by some of them being abolished. 
Licensing 61,570. Are you contemplating a continuation of the 
authority, present licensing authority, or would you like to see 
time changed ? — I should like to see that changed, 
und that might indirectly diminish tho number of 
public-houses. 

61.571. That is to say, the county court judge should 
be supreme, and sit alone in country districts f — Yes, I 
think he would bo far more independent of those in- 
fluences which prevail than the ordinary magistrates 
would be. 

61.572. You would not hove anybody sitting with 
him ; not a resident magistrate, or any selection of 
magistrates ? — That would bo a matter of opinion. 

61.573. Would you sec any objection to giving to the 
■-luuty court judge or Recorder, alone in city and 

gantry, all renewals of licenses? — No, I should leave 
it to them alone. There might he a right of appeal 
given porhaps to a higher tribunal if people folt 
aggrieved. 

01.574. An appeal on questions of fact? — An appeal 
because of any grievance that the parties might have. 

Habitual 61,575. You are awaro that there is a Bill now before 
drunkards, the House of Commons for dealing with inebriates P — 
Yes, I have hoard of it. 

61.576. Do you know of any of its provisions, or 
speaking generally, without reference to this particular 
Bill, do you think a Bill providing for the detention of 

. inebriates is likely to be a potent remedy? — I do nob 

think it would do tlie least good. It might be some 
good to individuals if they were detained long enough 
in these homes, but I say the wide-spread malignant 
evil would go on all the more, the crop of inebriates 
would be appearing year after year, and certainly 
I think it would bo an unwise proceeding to deal with 
effects while leaving the cause untouched; just like in 
a pestilence breaking out, there woultl be very little 
wisdom in providing hospitals for the sick and dying as 
long as the plague spot was allowed to remain open 
from which t.he pestilence proceeded. 

61.577. But they still would have the hospitals? — 
Yes. Unless the evil bo donlt with at its source, the 
other project would have very little wisdom iu it. 

61.578. You cannot contemplato such a state of 
things as that there should be in our society, ns at 
present constituted, no such thing as a confirmed 


inebriate, and yon must deal with him somehow, a 
You do uot think you can extirpate the inebriate by <y r ' P 
any legislation ? — Of course there will always be Z2!;' 
inebriates. ' " 

61.579. For these people, as far as it goes, you think 
an inebriates’ home, or place of detention for a long 
period, would be a useful measure ? — I think it would 
be useful, but I think it would not be the part of a wise 
man to form such a plan as that of dealing with the 
evil alone; treating effects while leaving causes 
untouched. 

61.580. ( Viscount de Vesci.) I think you said that the 
county inspector or the police authorities in Cork, 
received instructions from tho Government to take 
steps iu the case where wages were paid in public- 
houses ou the quays ? — Yes. 

61.581. Had he never taken steps of his own accord ? Wages 

— It was at my instance. paid in 

61.582. You represented it to whom? — To the conntv F“ Wic ' 

inspector. J Loase> ' 

61.583. I think you said he received instructions 
from the Government to tako steps? — He made an 
application, after I spoke to the county inspector, to 
Dublin Castle, as I understand, and ats the result, he 
wrote to me to say that the Government bad issued an 
order to liave the practice put a stop to. 

61.584. Surely it was uot necessary for him to apply 
for leave to do this ? — He felt that probably it was no't 
his business at nil, that it belonged to the inspector of 
factories to look after it. I spoke to several constables, 
tho head constable and others, aud they were 
perfectly ignorant as to the state of tho law" ou the 
matter. 

61.585. He was not aware that he had power as a 
police authority to tako the steps? — No, he was not. 

61.586. Have any private individuals taken steps to 
prosecute in those cases ? — No. 

61.5S7. Nor associations ? — No. I exposed the 
matter twice, once in October, and again at the annual 
meeting o? the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty 
to Children, because it was forced upon my mind by 
tho foot that as many as 56 quay labourers out of 
83 wore brought before tho Society for this unnatural 
crime. 

61.688. Then tho police authorities wore fully aware Admins- 
of tho breach of the law before you called them uttou- trillion b; 
tion to it ? — They did uot understand that it was illegal, 6® 

I think. 

61.589. I think you cited another cose where, at your 
request, he sent a plain clothes policeman to one 
particular quarter of Cork 7 — Ho sent a plain clothes 
policeman to certain districts just bordering upon the 
city. 

61.590. Which you callocl his attention to? — Which I 
called his attention to. 

61.591. It had not been bis habit to do that beforo ? — 

It bad not. Ho complied at once with my request ; 
and no man could show a greater desire to put a stop 
to the demoralising practices that I complained of 
than he did. 

61.592. You say that there is a certain amount of 
slackness on the part of the police. Do you attach 
blame tn the constables cm their beats for not going into 
public-houses to 3ee if drunken persons arc on tho 
premises P — I think that duty is not done at all, 
scarcely. 

61.593. [Derm Bickimon.) With respect to prosecu- 
tions, you said that you could not yourself prosecute ; 
that that devolved on tho police? — Yes. 

61.594. Iu Dublin I prosecuted myself, and personally 
served the summons on two publicans in my owu 
parish, and prosecuted thorn without tho aid of counsel 
or solicitor, and successfully. One was deprived of his 
license, and tho other was cautioned, and has behaved 
better since ? — I am very glad to hear it. 

61.595. I have walked into public-houses, and onu- 
tioned the publican : •“ If you lot this man come in whim dl ““ ' 
he is drnulc I will serve you with a summons to-morrow.” ne • 
Why cannot that be done in other places P — I have done 

a great deal of that myself. I liavo gor.e into houses, 
and 1 have spoken to publicans who were supplying 
drunken women. I have said : “ Yon are doing very 
wrong ; you are breaking the law ” ; and their reply to 
me was : “ If we do not servo them, others will ” ; thus 
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I . » showing ttao terrible nature of the competition between 
them. “ It is our way of living ; we do not ask them 
i n off the streets,” and various explanations of that 
kind were given, showing that they did not realise at 
all their obligation not to supply drink to drunken 

n le. I luive myself surceedcd in stopping a great 
of it in that way. 

61.596- I know yon bavo“done a great deal of that in 
Cork, bnt I suggest, respectfully, that, it is possible for 
others than policemen to prosecute P — Yes ; I am very 
glad of it. It would bo n very serious matter for i 
clergyman to undertake things of that sort. 

51,597. On the question of inebriates you are aware 
that that Bill as it at present stands before the House 
does not include Ireland ? — So I understand. 

.. , 61,598. Do you think that concurrently with other 

’ - -lulls, menus of prevention that method of cure or dealing 

i with inebriates, on the understanding that the term of 

detention is long enough, ought to be extended to 
f. Ireland ? — Yos, I think so ; hut what I feel is this : 

that, a groat evil ought to be dealt with at its source, 
and that it is putting olF remedies that will bo most 
effectual, simply to deal with it by getting up homes 
for inebriates. 

61,599. Do not you think we are bound as much to 
undertake the cure of diseases as the prevention of 
them ? — I think prevention is very much wiser. 

61,600. Of course it is, but sanitary measures do not 
take the place of hospitals P — It is a very important 
thing in itself I admit. 

61,601. I only wanted to draw out from you as an 
Irishman interested in this question, your feeling that 
that Bill if it is passed into an Act ought to be 
extonded to Ireland? — Yes. I would welcome the thing, 
no donbt. 



•*w 


sitting 

kifl- 


61,601a. There ought to be a strong expression of 
opinion from Ireland to those who have the conduct of 
that BUI that Ireland should not havo the grievance of 
being excluded from it P — Yes. 

61.602. (Mr. Rolerts.) Have you been a considerable 
number of years in Cork P — 19 years. 

61.603. I suppose you have had the best opportunity 
of knowing the inner life of the people, the working 
classes of Cork P — Yes, I have seen them in a very 
intimate way indeed. I have visited them from lionsc 
to house every evening practically for the past 19 years 
when they come homo from their work, and when they 
can be seen at thoir leisure time, and nil thoir circum- 
stances thoroughly known and understood. That has 
boon my prnutico chiofly for the past eight years. 

61.604. Is it a fact in Cork that the greater number 
of public-houses are in the working class districts ? — 
Yes ; they nvo located very nmoh among the working 
people, and at tho bridges where the working people 
pass to and fro to their work. 

61.605. Yon mean that the fact that the pnblio- 
houses are placed in sncli positions produces special 
inducements to the working classes os they paES to and 
from thoir work? — They are a constant temptation to 
them. With our people’s social tendencies, the social 
instinct being strong in them, these public-houses 
forming a network around them are a temptation which 
they really can hardly resist. 

61.606. In reference to tho society in which you are 
interested, tho Society for tho Prevention of Oruclty to 
Children, do you remember whether fhc number of 
cases that you have in a year is considerable? — We 
have had 1,312 eases for the past seven years, these 
involving tho well-being of 3,000 children. They vary. 
In some years wo have 170, in other years 200. 

61.607. There is one small point I wish to ask you 
about, in reference to illicit sales on Sunday in Cork, 
to which yon refer. Wonld that refer to shebeeuing? 
—No. There aro a few. There are, I believe, four or 
five suspected shebeens in Cork, but if they carry on 
an illicit sale it is on a very small scale. 

61.608. Then what you chiefly refer to by ‘‘ illicit 
solo” is sale in prohibited hours? — Yes, and to drunken 
people ; that is one of the worst forms of the evil in my 
mind. 


01,609. Cork is on exempted city under the Sunday 
Closing Act?— Yob. 

. t"' 1 61,610. You have referred to tho supplying of drink 

to labonrers on credit. Is there any other practice in 
W, M> direction to which you desire to refer? — There is 
U 98449. 


one other practice. It is on the part of a number of men P‘ v - P- 
known as lumpers, 'l'hoy are charged by merchants, O'Leary. 
or captains of ships, to unload a cargo. Those men " ~ 

give choir word to a certain publican to supply drink 4 Mlly 98 
to the _ men who aro engaged in loading or unloading 
the ship during tho week, and I havo had very son 
complaints from members of tho families of those poor 
labourers that when the week's end came they had very 
little wages for their families, because it was sponc on 
drink during the week in that way ; drink given on 
credit , through the word of the lumper or mau whe 
hau charge of loading or unloading the ship, by tho 
publican. 

61,61 J. Do you know, or has it tome under your Gambling 
experience, that thero is any gambling going on ? — Yes, in public- 
there are certain houses in which unquestionably houses, 
gambling is carried on to u very great extent. The 
houses are very well known to tno clergy. I have 
known men go from one end of the city to the other ; 
married men leave their homes and families, and go 
borne in the morning, having spent the greater part of 
the night gambling in certain public houses. I um 
sorry to say in some of those cases I had char proof 
that the polioo were aware of the practice going on, 
and paid no attention to it. I spoke to clergymen in 
whose districts these houses wore situated, and the 
clergymen told me it was no use ; tho police knew all 
about it, and they could not get them to interfere. 

61.612. - Yon know, as a tset, that the police were 
informed of those places? — Bo tbs clorgy told me. 

The wives and mothers to my knowledge, have gone 
to the districts where those public-honses are located, 
and waited until midnight for their sous and husbands 
r,o come out, and they came ont perhaps after midnight 
under the influence of drink, having been gambling 
previously in these public-houses. I have known the sad 
history of those cases from tho members of the families. 

61.613. With reference to total Sunday closing, yon Sunday 
havo indicated your view that the best practical step closing, 
at present would be to shorten the hours on Sunday ? — 

My own view is to close them ou Sunday. I think it 
might cause Bomo inoonveniencc to individuals, bnt wi- 
the same time tho advantage would greatly counter- 
balance these inconveniences. 1 have seen on Sundays, 
quite recently, numbers of women with their little 
children in thoir arms in public-houses, ranged along 
before the bars nnder the influence of drink ; young girls 
too going into the streets uuder tho influence of drink, 
while a very sod and strange contrast was presented by 
respectable people going to thoir places of worship 
with thoir little children looking on at this, the young 
people being scandalised, and possibly some of thorn 
might get demoralised by the sights they see. 1 think 
that demoralisation is a terrible social evil, and that if 
some inconvenience followed by closing the public- 
houses, a greater part of this demoralisation would be 
pnt a stop to, at all events, as far as if concerned 
women ana children, I think it would bo totally stopped, 
and there would he great advantage from Sunday 
closing. 

61,01-1. Your personal view is in favour of total 
Sunday closing? — Yes. As far as the personal incon- 
vonionce to the working man goes, I have seen 
multitudes of working men enjoying themselves with- 
out touching alcoholic drinks on Sundays, and if they 
were drinking as ordinary exonrsionists are it would 
bo a very different story indeed. I have seen largo 
numbers, under my own control, in Killarncy and 
other places. They were not exclusively toetotalors, 
but a great number were— perhaps the majority. They 
enjoyed themselves thoroughly. They took their 
meals with them in little baskets, and eujoyed their 
boating or their drives, as the case might bo, and they 
enjoyed their songs. They were back in timo to catch 
the train, whereas if they were ordinary excursionists 
they would luive spent most of the day in tho public- 
house, become riotous in the evening, given trouble to 
the railway officials, and perhaps injnred the windows 
of tho railway carriages, and so on. 1 think myself the 
inconvenience to individuals wonld be very slight 
indeed, and that they would, after a very short time, find 
that it was a blessing instead of an inconvenience. 

61,615. At all events, from your experience of the 
country districts in Ireland, total Sunday closing haB 
been a great boon to the people ? — Yes. I havo the 
letters of tho vioars-forane of the diocese. 

61,616- (Mr. Caine.) Do you think tho police in Shebecn- 
Oork have got shobcening well in hand, and got it well ing. 

C c 
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Reu.P. under? — I am quite sore that the present county 
O' Leary, inspector has taken the matter seriously in hand. I 

have the pleasure of knowing him, and I know his 

4 May '98 views about it. 

' 81,617. And ho has practically stamped it outp — 

Yes. 

61,618. Do yon think if you had entire Sunday 
closing there would be aayparge attempt to re-establish 
shebeens ? — I do not think so at all. I have asked 
working men themselves, aud they say no decent 
working man has the least desire for anything of tho 
kind. They would bo very glad if the temptation were 
removed from them. 

bl,619. And if there were any attempt at re-estab- 
lishing shebeoning in Cork, under Sunday closing, yon 
have sofficiont confidence in the chief constable that ho 
would very soon crash it oat ? — I feel he would, and ho 
feels it himself, and he has stated so before this 
Commission. 

61,620. Tho question of ehobecuing does not affect 
your mind in tho smallest degree in advocating Sunday 
closing p — To some extent no doubt it docs, but I really 
would not consider the matter as comparable to tho 
advantages. 

Wages 61,621. (Ifr. Whittaker.) With reference to tho 
pnid in payment of wages in public-houses, and also the 

public- deduction of money due, that is obviously illegal uuder 

houses. the Act of 1815, which applies to Ireland?-— Yes, I 
knew it was quito illegal. 

61.622. Thou why not prosecute those men? — Tho 
fact was I did all in my power, and the authorities did 
not seem to know anything about it. The county 
inspector knew nothing of the practice until I brought 
it under his notice. The police know of it, hut they 
did not know it was illegal. They told me so. 

61.623. Have they put it down now P — Warning was 
given to those who were practising it, but I do nob 
know whether the warning has been effectual. 

Publicans 61,62-1. You have spoken of tho condition of the 
supplying women who spent their timo in the public-house, and 
drunken you have spoken of the men spending the money there, 
persons. which ie obviously wanted for their families and 
children. Tho publicans who supply liquor to these 
men and women, and take their money, must know us 
well ns you do what is the condition of those people. 
Does not that indicate to you some strange lack of 
moral sense on the part of tlio publicans ? — Their moral 
standard is very low, I think, on tho part of many of 
thorn at all events. I know when they go into the 
trade they may be as respectable us others, but I do 
believe that tho trade tends to demoralise them. They 
look at and hear things that naturally tead to lower 
their moral sense. 

61.625. Do not you think anybody with decent 
sensibilities would decline to muke a living by getting 
it from people in such a condition? — 1 think they 
are not respectable in any sense who get money 
from snch unfortunate creatures. I have gone 
myself into public-houses and dragged ont women 
who were prosecuted for cruelty to children. They 
lived actually opposite those publicans who were 
supplying them with drink. They know them as well 
as they know their families. They knew they were in 
jail for oruolty to children. They were supplying 
them with drink while actually drunk. Nob only were 
they drunk, hub they were habitual drunkards, neglect- 
ing their families. I have dragged them out of tho 
houses myself personally, and remonstrated with tho 
publicans for supplying them ; and I do not know how 
they can claim to be respectable in any sense if they do 
things of that kind. 

61.626. Does not it indicate the dograding nature of 
the whole business ? — Well, I do not say the wliolo 
business, bo ho accurate; but tho abuses are very 
general, so general that they have grown to bo a 
malignant evil, eating into tho very vitals of tho 
nation. 

Objections 61,027. Have yon any views as to tied houses; do 
to tied they prevail in Cork? — Yes, I have known several tied 

houses. publicans myself. I have known some of them obliged 
to give tip the business through tho competition aud 
the keen straggle for existence amongst them. 

61,628. Do you think the introduction of tho tied 
houses in Cork tended to intensify tho competition, and 
therefore the evils of the system? — Yes. I explain it 
in this way. A tied publican must accept tho terms of 


the brewer, if he wishes to get a license from the R, p : 
brewer, because it is practically the property of 07 ,/ ' 

the brewer. He must accept the terms of the brewer. T‘ 

He will not get us many tierces to the score, according 
to his sale, aud he will not get, money premiums for 
the barmaid, or assistant, or the prizes that others may 
get for a certain amount of sale, and he l’eels that he 
must make certain returns to the brewer regularly. 

Otherwise he may bo pat out, and another man may be 
put in. On tho other lutnd there is the difficulty with the 
police authorities if he conducts an habitual illicit sale, 
to which he is very often driven bv necessity, because 
necessity recognises no law. So that, he is placed in u 
tight corner, aud his difficulties are enormously in- 
creased by the fact of having a tied house. An 
independent license-holder can deal with any brewer he 
likes. 

61.629. I understood you to say just now something p„ij , 

about prizes and premiums being given for quantities the sale : - 
sold ? Yes. ticdWv 

61.630. Do you mean the brewers givo them? — Yes ; 
and gratuities to barmaids. 

61,031. All tending to force the sale? — All tending to 
pash the sulo ns far as possible. 

61.632. (Mr. Younger.) Can you give any specific 
instances of the charge you inako against the brewers 
of Cork ? — What charge is that ? 

61.633. That they bribe people ? — I do not say 
“ bribe." but I say they give them gratuities and that 
prizes are offered for a largo quantity sold. 

61.634. You can give no specific instances ? — I do not II 

want to give names, but I know individuals who get 

61.635. You know the names of the brewers who gave 
them, I suppose ? — I would not say that I do know that. 

I do not know which porter is sold by the people who 
get prizes. I did not inquire into that. 

61.636. It is quite possible that those gratuities may 
have como from other sources altogether ? — Not ut nil. 

I have had the information from people who received ' a 

the gratuities. 

61.637. That that was the source from which they 

61.638. You have told us that there is a very strong 
teetotal feeling in Cork in favour of the Intoxicating 
Liquors (Ireland) Bill, which is before tho House of 
Commons ut present? — Well, there is a very strong 
feeling with regard to one part of it ; that is the 
Saturday early closing. 

61.639. Is it, or is it not, the fact that quite recently Unjn; 
there was a resolution passed by the United Trades Trade 
Council of Cork, which I suppose represents a very Connd 
large body of tradesmen there, against that Bill P — The and 
United Trades Council is elected once a year, represent- Sends; 
ing tho trades in a general way, but it would be unfair obsinf. 
to say that in this particular matter the act of the 
council represents tho views of tho members, bocanse 
they were not elected specially to represent their views 

in this matter. 

61.640. Can you tell tho Commission whether it is 

not the fact that only a week ago the city council of 
Cork passed a resolution against that Bill by a majority 
of 23 to 6? — I may revert to your first question, because 
I did not completely answer it. I have here the state- 
ment of tho United Trades Council, and the socoches ■ « 

of the several speakers on that occasion are all based -s 

upon opposition to Sunday closing, and that alouo ; there 

is not a word in thorn about Saturday night closing. 

61.641. At tho Trades Council ? — At tho Tunics 
Council. 

61.642. It was a unanimous resolution all the same, 
was not it P — It was a unanimous resolution against 
the Bill in gloho, which was perfectly legitimate if 
they- objected to any part of it. 

61.643. With regard to the resolution passed by yonr Tketo« 
town council by such a largo majority, that I do not 6°®*' 
think limited itself in the same way that the other did? b “^r- , 

— I think it, limited itself in a very much more remark- c - 
able way. It said that there were cortain provisions of 

an objectionable nature in tho Bill, and because of ?. 

thoso provisions they opposed it. All tho opposition 
came from six men who were opposed to 23. Of thoso 
23 men in tho town council of Cork, as many as 10 were 
publicans. 
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61.644. Nine, I think P — Well, I speak under ( 


brewery: another is a pawnbroker, receiving a large 
portion of his revenue from unfortunate victims of 
intern perance. who pledge their clothes in order to 
procure money for drink. 


the largeit number of separate ? • 


Cl,64- r '. That gcntlemau is the mayor of Cork, is not 
he ? — That gentleman is the mayor of Cork, as you ask 


•king for it families that yon know of in ouc house ? — 1 have heard G'Learg. 
! 1 of as many as six families, five or six; they vary. 4 Ma”" 'as 

61.662. What would ho about tho size of the public- — 

house P — They would be houses in the oentre of the 
city ; largo houses. 

61.663. Would the families occupy more than one 
room, or one room only ? — Some of them perhaps one 
and some two. 




14 to six muopeuclont councillors who arc against that 
view? — Toil have 14. Of course I quite understand 
that the influence of tho trade is greatly felt in every 


61,665. Could not the officers of the Public Health lie 


department even of public life, “and that precisely set in motion to prevent that P— I suppose it would bo 
constitutes the danger. The tmdo has its ramifications against the Act if they were in excess of the number 
and influences extending everywhere. The council of allowed by the Act. 


' uiider the influence of the trade i 


61,668. Your evidence appears rather to show that all 


many ways, f believe influence of that kind accounts the police machinery, the machinery of the magistrates, 

for the vote that was givon last week in Cork, and that the machinery of tho public officials seems to lie at a 


it does not represent uy any means whatever the views standstill. It 
of tho poople of Cork. a large city, i 


standstill, it is an extraordinary state of things for 
a large city, is it not ? — I would not say the public 


61,647. Still, it is an important factor in tho question, officials connected with the Health Acts were failing in 
it not. that a public body of that kind should pass duty, because I lmve no knowledge really of how they 


is it not. that a public body of that kind should pass 
that resolution ? — I do not think much importance was 
attached to it by the people of Cork. 

61.648. That is perhaps why yon did not montioii it 
in giving your evidence? — 1 really liad no motive in 
omitting it. 


61,667. If you have got this large number of lodgers 
in a ptiblio-housc the closing hours would fail.altogothor 
i localise the license-holder can supply at anytime to tho 
lodgers in the hoii.se, can he not P — Yes. They cannot 


1 «Je of 61,649. (Mr. IVluitalccr.) How do the members for they do 
i\irk Cork vote on the question ?— Both members for Oork nano 


were for the measure on all occasions, 

61.650. That is far moro important, is it nob P — Yi 

61.651. (Dean Dickinson.) They voted for it ? — Y 

61.652. (Mr. Johnston.) Tho importance of the ri 


61.669. (Dean Dickinson.) They arc not hotels ? — 
They are not. 

61.670. (Mr. Grinling.) This, as I understand, is the 


, ‘ , , ,, ‘ . , . , ui,v iv. \mr. imwxso.j mis, iui uuuoi’suiuu. is uio 

lution of course cWnds on the agencies which were Act c . 94,35 & 36 tf iet . •< None of tho provisions 
“ work to hong it about F-To it grout eitont, yen. .. iu a is suction stall p,o 0 l„dc it jeroou 


61,653. (Mr. Grinling.) What is the hour you 6x “ licensed to sell any intoxicating liquor to bo consumed 
yonr mind f or Saturday early closing PI “ on the premises ” (that surely must be a publican 


understand yon attach great importance to Saturday or au _ hotel keeper) from selling such liquor to 
early closing? — It is very important. It is a most “ koniijide travellers or persons lodging in his house”? 
pitiable thing to sco the working peoplo waiting there — I am 110 1 an authority on tho legal question, hut 

till closing hour, and I think that it is a very important tenement holders are not lodgers. 


foot to briug before tho Commission, that working men 
going into public-houses 011 Saturday night may not, 


61,671. Out of those 542 publicans that you have in 
Cork, I suppose there are a large number whom you 


m many cases, have tho least intention of remaining voul a rc gi.'d a3 respectable traders ?— Yes, certainly, 
long in tho houses, but they meet uoighlionrs ana 


friends, and they actually remain hour after hour until 


.. ..... „ 61,672. I rather want to remove from tho minds of 

the public-houses close, whereas, if they were closed at those who read your evidence that you come here with 
eight, they would have gone homo as readily as they a desire to brand tho whole trade P — None whatever. 


61,673. The question pnt to you was that these men 


61.654. 1 did not mulco ray question clear, I think, wore associated more or less positively with an immoral 

I wanted to arrivo at wlml hour you have in your mind trndo injurious to the public. Your answer would not 
as tho most suitable hour lor closing on Saturdays P — I support that? — No, _ not at all. A large number of 
shonld say eight o'clock. them arc endeavouring to conduct their business very 

61.655. Aro the wages paid on Saturday generally ? 

They ore usually paid at two o’clock on Saturdays. 


y are usually paid at two o’clock on Saturdays. 61,674. There is no reason to brand thorn as outcasts 

_ , . , ,, . , . . among traders P — I did not moan to do it for a 

,056. You think it would not entail any mconveni- 


once on the working classes tho honses being dosed at 
eight o’clock, looking to the Fact that a large number 
of them deal in other articles ? — No inconvenience. 
There aro plenty of facilities for getting goods of 
various kinds, and I think it would be a delightful 
sight to see the people purchasing useful commodities. 


61,675. (Mr. Young.) I think you said tho wages wove 
paid on Saturdays p — Yes, that is the usual thing, I 
believe. 


. , , , - , , . „ , 3 ... 61,676. Would you be surprised to know that the Dav6 for 

sight to see tho people purchasing useful commodities, k 6 c-mployars of labour pay on Friday ?— 1 know pJng 
instead of spending their timo in the public-houses. Mr? Hall pays on Friday. wages 

61,657. I understand, ns regards Snnday closing, you 64,077. j will them to you : tho Great Southern 
arc not prepared to go to the extreme step of absolute mi Western Hallway Company, the Clyde Shipping 
e'osrag; you think there would be difficulties m the Oompany , the Corkf Brandon and South Coast Railway 
way of it? — Is it myself personally ? Company, the four breweries, the Cork Distilleries 


61,657. I understand, as regards Sunday closing, vou 077. j w jp ,. ea .Q 

are not prepared to go to the extreme step of absolute ^ Western Hnilwa' 
■dosing ; you think there would be difficulties m the Company, tho Cork, ’ 
way of it P— Is it myself personally P Company, the fonr 


61,658. That is the view you would pnt before tho Company, the Cork Steam Packet Company, and the 
Commission P— I would not put that view before the Butter Exchange. Those arc the largest employers of 
Commission. There are a great many wl 10 hold that labour, and they pay on Friday ?— Some of the largest 
view, but my own view is that the evils resulting from I know do, but I wus speaking of the general practice 


r, but my own view is thnt the evils resulting from I know do, but I wus speaking of the general practice 

d Sundav closinsr would lie far more than compen- iu Cork, and I believe that moro generally the pay- 
’ ' ' - • — Saturdays. That v*-“ 


sated by the advantages. 

61,659. Yon do not think public opinion in Cork 
would support that viewP — I think if yon took the 
working classes alone public opinion would not support 


monts are modo 0 
impression. 


it, but it you took all classes iuto consideration I of people aro paid then. 


61,678. The largest employers of labour evidently 
pay on Friday? — It would not mean thu largest number 


believe it would. 61,679. "With regard to the members of Parliament 

ri3e - 61,060. You spoke of a number of public-houses in for Cork voting for Sunday closing, the member who 
";?* Cork having lodgers ; aro there many tenement houses preceded them votod against it; that was Mr. Pnruell; 

•iL in Cork P I soo there aro 542 on licenses in Cork, ho for many years represented Oork, and ho spoke and 

'“anti. Aro many 0 f those tonoment houses ?— There aro 51 voted against Sunday closing. Are you aware of that P 
tenement houses — I really was not aware of it. 

Cc 2 
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ROYAL COMMISSION ON LIQUOR LICENSING LAWS : 


Reo. P. 61,680. With regard to brewers paying. I do not 
O' Leary, think you. said bribes, but certain sums of xnouey ? — 

Not bribes by any means. 

1 MaySS 61,681. To the publicans, are you sure that it was not 
P hi in the form of discount? Because in buying large 
the trade quantities of any commodity you probably may get 
in tied discount in proportion to tho amount you buy ; was not 
houses. >t discount?— As it was represented to me it was 
simply a premium given for a large amount of sale, an 
unusual amount of sale made during the year. 

61,682. That is exactly what it would be, because in 
purchasing commodities you get discount in proportion 
to the amount? — I suppose it would have the sumo 


some considerable extent, and going home to their R tc i. 
families iu time and sober they would not spend the O'Lta • 

Sunday as they do. Mouday now is a great drinking - 

day on the part of the working classes, so there are 
throe days during which there is a great deal of 
demoralisation, a great deal of money spent which is 
very badly needed by themselves and their families. 


61.683. With regard to drunken women, one is 
surprised to hear that that is bo prevalent in Cork. 
From your large experience do yon think the Cork 
women drink more than iu other places P — I do not 
wish for a moment to say that they are worse than 
otlior people, bat I believe that in the cities the women 
drink far more than they do in the country districts, 
or country towns, for the simple reason that the 
facilities are greater in the cities and that, the sense 
of shame whioh is very strong iu every woman, at 
least unless the woman becomes demoralised in some 
way, keeps them from drinking in the country districts 
and country towns, bat does not prevent them in the 
citio9 because they can escape public notice, whereas 
iu the country every one’s actions are more or less 
scanued by the pablic. People are more on a pinnacle 
in the country towns and districts than in the cities. 
Again, in the cities they get facilities from ohildren 
bringing drink. 

61.684. You do not mean to say that the excess of 
drinking appertains to women in Cork in a peouliar 
degree ? — 1 do not say that for a moment, but it is, I 
suppose, pretty much on a par with what happens in 
other cities. 


61,690. Do you think those people would not take 
home whisky in bottles ? — I feel certain that they 
would not do it. except in some rare cases, because 
their wish is to driuk because of the company. I have 
asked intemperate people over and over again to give 
me the history- of how they were led into it, aud they 
have told me they have gono to Blarnoy or to Cross, 
haven and other places around, and that they would 
nover think of taking driuk were it not for companv, 
that they hardly ever for years went into a public- 
house alone for the sake of getting a drink; they were 
led into it by company; and that holds good with 
regard to most of the working people who go into 
public-houses on Saturday nights. They drink because 
of company, and if tho temptation were removed or 
diminished greatly, they would not be inclined to carry 
home dvink with them, except in certain rare cases. 


61,685. What proportion of women among the 
ouerative classes drink, one or two per cent, do you 
think P — 1 think a great many more. 


61,686. But yon do not know exactly ? — Of course 
I have been through the homes of the working classes 
in Cork a groat deal, and I believe that until the 
society over which 1 have charge made a great reforma- 
tion in the matter, drinking among women was very 
general indeed. At the same time it is not oar function 
so much as it is the function of tho government to pub 
a stop to the social evil. It would be the acme of irony 
to expect us to keep tho people sober while the State 
gives every facility for the spreading of inducements 
to drink. 


Connection 61,687. Of course you have great experience in prison 
of drink life, and the habits of tho classes whom you have 
and crime, brought before us to-day. Does that very fact not 1 «mI 
you to believe that the condition which you describe is 
moro than what another man would ordinarily expect ? — 
Tho condition which I describe as ooming under my 
notice in connexion with the prison is more flmu would 
fall uuder the notice of ordinary poople, because my 
opportunities are very much greater than those of 
ordinary poople for discovering the sources of crimes of 
Various kinds. 

61,688. That being your environment you probably 
magnify the position, do you non?— I compared my 
views with those of the governor of the Cork gaol and 
tho deputy governor. Mr. Andrews, the governor, has 
had 38 years’ experience aud he fully agrees with my 
view. The chaplain of the female prison, whom I 
consulted, holds precisely the same view. I asked him 
about the unfortunate class, the females committed 
who were leading immoral lives, and he assured me, 
what I really believe to be tho caso, that there was not 
one of those who did not owe that sad condition to 
intemperance, and that in reality they hated the life 
because of its nature, but that they come from intem- 
perate homes, or else they have got into the habits of 
drinking themselves iu youth ; sometimes coming from 
intemperate homes they have to walk the streets, and 
are exposed to temptations, and their reformation is 
rendered impossible, because when they leave prison 
they fall back into the old drinking habits. 


61.691. At all events yoa will agree with me that Home 
drinking in public-houses is much preferable to taking drinldw 
the whisky borne and drinking it in the family ? — I think 
it is preferable, bub I think they would have ample 
time for drinking on Saturday evening if they chose. 


61,692. Would you agree with me, that if you 
diminish the opportunity of drinking in public-houses, 
if it would have the effect of producing private drinking, 
it would be a much worse evil? — No, I quite disagree 
with that view. I have here the letters of the vicars of 


with that view. I have here the letters of the vicars of 
the diocese of Cork. I may road the sentence, perhaps, 
with reference to home drinking. I asked that ques- 
tion : “ Has it led to home drinking on Sunday ? " “ To 
“ this I would say, no.” That is one. The other is : 
“ It has not lead to home drinking on Sundays nor to 
“ shebeening.” The third is practically the sumo : 
“ It has not led to home drinking to any considerable 
" extent." Now the argument would hold good in 
these large towns just os in tho cities, because thero 
they arc doprived of tho facilities on Sundays of getting 
drink, and it has not led to homo drinking at all. 

61,693. How does that agree with your evidence to 


day, where you soy there is a great deal of illicit 
drinking, and that during prohibited hours ; doos not 
that show that there is a desire on the port of tho people 


to war against tho restrictions ? — There is a desire on 
the part of those who have been loading very intem- 
perate lives, and who arc drunk on Saturday nights. 

Those are the only people whom I know to bo travellers 
on Sunday morning. They certainly, as I said, have a 
very decided thirst, a bond fulo thirst, but they are not 
band jide travellers. 

61,694. The description which yoa give to-day would Admit- 
lead one, I think, to believo that it would be much truant; 
better tu have houses open to inspection rather thnn to Ibepolw 
have so much secret drinking, which you call illicit 
drinking ? — The law ought to provide against that 
illicit drinking, and it would bo quite easy, because, as 
I have said to-day, one policeman succeeded often for 
a considerable time in preventing it altogether within 
three police districts. That would be easily met. 

There should be no consideration for those who are 
desecrating the Sunday, and who think of nothing but 


an earlier honr on Saturday, and closing them entirely 
on Sunday, would prevent these evils which you 
describe? — I believe it would prevent a great deal, 
.because the people would go home before they got into 
that intoxicated state ; they would save their wages to 


Saturday night. The law could easily meet that 
difficulty, as I have known by experience, where the 
agents of the law take up the matter actively- 

61,696. You give a very bad report of tHo efficiency 
of the police ? — That is generally. 

61,696a. The police in Cbrk I understand is a military 
forco P — In Ireland, I believe, they are more in that 
capacity than they are in England. 

61.696. They are a government forco, but they are 
not under the care of tho State ? — I am nob quite 
acquainted with their regulations, and I would not 
wish to give opinions abont it, but they are more of ft 
military force than they are in England. 

61.697. May not that account for their want of 
vigilance in looking after the very domestic affairs of 
the city? — They are not supposed to look after the 
domestic affairs, but tho publican is custodian of pablic 
order and decorum ; ho holds a very prominent publio 
.position nnd I believe it is their duty to look after the 
manner in which the publican conducts his business. 
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F* foe. P. The lair is very plain, but quite inadequate, about 
iSUary- giving 'Link to people who are intoxicated. The police 
• — might do a great deni, but it seems to mo that the law 

should be so adequate that the police would hare no 
excuse bnt to do their duty in the matter. 

61.098. I am trying to account for the laxity of the 
police, as you describe it, and I want to know from 
yon. do yon think that if it were not a military 
force in Ireland matters would be otherwise? — I 
do not think so. I think the reasons which I give 
would operate in both oases. There is tho instinct of 
popularity, and tho influence of the trade, aud there 
are threats issued sometimes that if the police do not 
cease to give annoyance they may find themselves in 
trouble. I have known certain efficient policemen to 
be threatened in that way by publicans. The influence 
of tho trade of course being so strong the police 
nnturally would shrink from being too efficient or very 
efficient. 

61.099. With regard to tho pablicarfs themselves, 
may nob they exercise great control over tho people 
witn regard to thoir habits ?— Certainly. 

61,700. They are treated at present as lepers ? — Who 
are ? 


dto 


61.701. Tho pnblioansP— I would not say so by any 
means. 

61.702. If they ware treated with more confidence, 
would, they not act in a better manner than they do P — 
That is to say, if yon give them more freedom of 
action. 

61.703. Have more confidence in them. It is like 
tho government of a country, you require to have 


confidence in the people. If yon place confidence in Rev. P. 
the publicans and treat them as you would do other O'Leary. 

members of society, do not you think that you would 

really have a hotter class, and higher notions of duty ? 4 May ’98 

— I think they have been treated with too much laxity 

altogether on the part of the agents of the law aud the 
magistrateo. They have had too much liberty. That 
liberty and that confidence which yon speak of have been 
dealt out in too large a measure to them. They havo 
had a great deal to do with forming the habits of the 
people, but in a wrong direction, aud if they got more 
liberty they would certainly intensify the evil. 

61.704. You arc thinking of putting more restrictions 
on, I presume ? — Entirely. 

61.705. {Mr. Gordon.) In reply to the Chairman you 
gave us the number of additional public-houses which 
you have in the city. Who is tho licensing authority 
in Cork — tho Recorder ? — Yes. 

61.706. Is he the sole authority? — Yes. 

61.707. And yet daring the years you have been there 
he ha3 granted all these additional licenses ? — The 

E resent Recorder has not increased the number at all ; 
e has been only some few years in Cork. It was done 
before his time by different Recorders. 

61,708. I ask simply because we have been told that 
if we had a judicial licensing authority the administra- 
tion of the law would bo much more severe, but it does 
not seem to be so in Cork ? — It does Becm to be so at 
present, certainly. 

61,709. Under tho present Recorder P — Yes. 


The witness withdrew. 


Mr. Miciiobi A. Ennis called in and oxamined. 


Vr.il. A. 61,710. {Chairman.) Yon are, I believe, a merchant 
fiutis. carrying on business in tho foreign timber trade iu 
— Wexford ? — Yes, for the past 27 years. 

61,711. You aro also a justice of tho peace for the 
"™ ss ' county P— I also hold Her Majesty’s commission of the 

peace for Wexford County. 1 am a visiting justice for 
Wexford County Prison, a governor of Wexford County 
Infirmary, Chairman of the Wexford Dispensary Com- 
mittee, and I am associated with sevoral other public 
and charitable societies iuWexford iu honorary positions, 
in which positions I bare studied the question of the 
present iioonsing laws os referring to the county of 
Wexford, and I nave formed opinions connected with 
that question. 

reads- 01,712. Speaking with that experience, what is your 
Ucurj opinion as to tlio granting, renewal, aud transfer of 
tionl; listed licenses ? — I consider that the present law with regard 

• poli,' fettling to tho issue, renewal, and transfer of liconses is nnBatis- 

factory, and capable of very considerable improvement. 

61.713. What do yon say as to the granting of licenses ? 
—I consider that the condition of tho law in that respect 
is unsatisfactory. 

61.714. Then you mentioned renewals and transfers ? 
—I speak especially as to tho grant when I say that I 
consider tlio present condition of tho law unsatis- 
factory. 

61.715. Is it tho practioc in Oounty Wexford for the 
magistrates of the county generally to go into a 
particular petty sessional division ana vote ? — In the 
oounty of Wexford the granting of lioonses for all 
portions of the county is dealt with at two annual 
licensing sessions. The issue of licenses for all the 
north district of county Woxford is dealt with at the 
licensing sessions of Ennisoorthy, held in November of 
each year. 

’*•»» 61,716. My question rather was with reference to 

the business ordinarily transacted at petty sessions ; 
2*" 1 , whether tho magistrates of the county generally think 
'striet r themselves justified and havo established the practice 
' of going into tho particular petty sessional division 
from all parts of the county, so os not to leave the 
jurisdiction to those magistrates specially attached to 
that petty sessional division ? — No, that is not so. If 
the license is granted at petty sessions, it is granted 
only as a temporary measure, to hold good until the 
I animal licensing sessions comes on in November. At 

that annual licensing sessions tho case must be heard. 


and unless the license is then granted, the grant made Mr. M. .1 . 
by the petty sessions magistrates as a temporary JCnnh. 

measure does not hold good. It must be confirmed by 

the annual licensing sessions. 

61,717. I understand you would like to confine the 
jurisdiction to the petty sessional division ? — Quite so. 

With regard to tho present hearing for tho granting of 
licenses, I can give a case in point. The town of 
Wexford has a population of 11,545. All licensing 
applications in connection with that town are dealt with 
at the town of New Ross, 23 miles distant, which is the 
place at which the annual licensing sossions for that 
district is held. At that annual licensing sessions very 
few members of the Wexford bench attend. In fact, I 
think, generally speaking, I am the only member 
present. I have never seen more than two members of 
the Wexford bench present on these occasions. The 
result is that all licenses applied for — all renewals, 
transfers, and extensions in the town of Wexford — are 
dealt with at the town, of New Ross by a body of 
magistrates, generally from 20 to 30 in number, who 
have uo local knowledge. 

61.718. You object to the magistrates of the county County 

of Wexford collectively dealing with all cases of courtjmlpe 
applications arising within tho county, aud you would “ so1 ? 
limit the exercise of tho jurisdiction Cor these applies- 
tions to the petty sessional division in whioh tho * u on> ‘ 
application arises P — Quite so. With regard to the 
proposal to confer the licensing authority solely upon 
county court judges in the rural districts, and upon 
Recorders in the cities, I hold that that proposal is open 
to this objection : that, in tho case of county court 
judges, their want of local knowledge would of necessity 
mean that their decisions would be very largely based 
upon information supplied to them by the local 
constabulary. 

61.719. If you object to tbo county court judge sitting 
as solo licensing authority, whom would you hiivo to 

sit with him P — My suggestion is, that tho county court Licensing 
judge should preside at the hearing of these cases, by petty 
possessing it casting vote, and that associated with him iwssfbunl 
should be the resident magistrate or magistrates for the divisions, 
district, aud the county jnstices for tho petty sessions 
district within which the promises proposed to be 
licensed are situated, excluding from participation in 
tbo voting all magistrates who are outside tho petty 
sessions district in which the premises proposed to he 
licensed al - o situated. I would wish to point out that 
C c 3 - 
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Air. M. A. the result of that would practically mean, that, in the 
Lnuis. hearing of these rases the bench dealing with the case 

wonlcl consist, instead of as at present of 2t) to 80 

4 May ’98 individuals. of not more than one or two, bnt who would 

■ have local knowledge. It would consist of the county 

court judge, the resident magistrate, and probably one, 
two, or at’ the most three justices belonging to the petty 
sessions district, and the powers of the county court 
judge to give a decision would bo enormously greater 
than under existing conditions. 

01,720. Would you always be able to get the resident 
magistrate to sit on the court ? — 1 think so, speaking for 
the county of Wexford only. With regard to that 
connty, I feci certain we should always have the resident 
magistrate present ; in my experience, he invariably 
attends. 

Wexford 61,721. Whnl. wonlrl he the number of magistrates in 
r.S.l). the petty sessional division of Wexford? — The petty 
sessions district of Wexford is one of the largest in the 
comity. It contains 15 magistrates. That includes the 
town of Wexford, which t has, roughly speaking, a 
population of 12,000, and it is the most important. 

61.722. They go down to what number?— They go 
down to seven or eight in some of the small districts. I 
have a record which I will hand in later of the different 
petty sessions districts in oounty Wexford, 12 in 
number. 

61.723. Whether the magistrates were 15 or seven, 
you would like them made to sit with the connty court 
judge and the resident magistrate, would you ? — Yes; 
because I fool that in practice the total number of 
magistrates never would sit. I havo never known 
anything more than a certain percentage of magistrates 
sit on any of these cases. 

61.724. [Viscounl de Vtsci.) You are talking of magis- 
trates resident within the petty sessions district? — 
Magistrates sitting and acting for the petty sessions 
district. 


of two. During the intervening period the numbers jy ». 
havo risen to 87 ou one or two occasions, anti then have r. . 

reverted to 86. They have now dropped to 84. 

61,732. You probably heard tlio evidence of the Objeeto- 
previous witness. I do not want to go over the same 
ground again, hut generally do yon sec objection to the m ' 1M ‘ 
combination of the trades? — I do; I see the gravest ,taies - 


I suggest dint no license should be granted in future 
with respect to any promises except those which are 
intended solely for the sale of drink and for fond which 
may bo supplied on the premises to bond fule travellers. 

61.733. Turning from the county to the town of 
Wexford, what is the population of the town i — 11,545. 

01,784. What is the number of licensed promises ?- 
At present 84. 

01,735. How many of those licensed premises curry 
on the mixed business ? — Of those 84 licensed premises, 
certainly 80 curry on the mixed business of a grocery 
and publican's business. I believe, as a matter of fact, 
that 82 cany on that business, but I cannot speak with 
cortainty ; there are two coses as to which I am 
doubtful. Certainly, 80 of the houses in Wexford carry 
on the mixed business, and there arc only two or four 
which are absolutely confined to the publicnn's license. 
One of them is the local hotel. 


61.725. Who habitually sit at petty sessions courts ? 
— In Ireland wo hove different petty sessions districts, 
and when a magistrate receives the commission of the 
peace he is appointed for a petty sossions district. He 
has power, if he so chooses, to sit outside that distriot, 
but it is not customary. It would be contrary to custom 
altogether for any magistrate in Ireland to sit outside 
his own potty sessions district. 

61.726. ( OUavrmm .) As I understand yon, the advan- 
tage of your plan is that whereas the county court judge 
now. whatever may he his individual authority or 
individual right to authority, is swamped by the opinion 
of the other magistrates, if be sat with the resident 
magistrates and u small body of, say, six magistrates, 
ho would have a preponderating authority, or at least 
guide the conrt in mutters of intricacy and delicacy ? 
— I believe that on a bench composed as I have 
suggested, there would be no abuse whatever of the 
intentions of the legislature with, regard to the issue 
of licenses. 

61.727. 1 think you told us that the applications of 
the town of Wexford are dealt with at New Boss ? — 
Yes ; that is 23 miles distant. There is a provision in 
the LicensingActs that a publican or intending publican 
applying For a license must give notice in the local 
papers. 

61.728. What is the population of Co. Wexford P — 
111,778. 


number of bounds, in Ireland it is rapidly decreasing. 


61,731. Notwithstanding that decrease of population, 
have you had any new licenses granted recently? — We 
havo ; bnt though we have had some licenses granted, 


61.736. Havo yon reason to think that Wexford is 
exceptional in that way, because we have heard of a 
different state of things in Cork P — I think Wexford is 
exceptional in that way. In the town of Wexford we No spirit 
havo no such thing as a single spirit grocer holding an grocers it 
off-license. In other towns and cities they exist to a Wexfori 
large extent ; but in the town of Wexford there are 
absolutely none. There are two establishments in 
Wexford — very respeotablo licensed traders — who as a 
matter of fact do not sell over their counters for con- 
sumption on tho premises, but all the same they hold 
publican's licenses and they could be compelled by an 
intending purchaser to do so. They do not wish to do 

so, and as a matter of fact they do not do so, but they 
could be compelled to do so. 

61.737. What do you say as to the valuation of the Propose! 
houses either in the town or the connty of Wexford? — valueips 
1 think a large number of houses exist which are li5c*tc§> 


61.729. What is the number of licensed premises ? — 
480. They arc distributed among the twelve petty 
sessions districts in the manner indicated in the Return 
which I bog to band ill. 

61.730. Do you consider that the number of licensed 
houses throughout tho county Wexford is adequate, 
deficient, or oxcessive P — 1 consider that it is vastly in 
exocss ol' tho requirements of the population. I think 
so especially in view of the fact that Ireland is not 
situated similarly to England in this matter. In 
E ng l an d the population is increasing by leaps and 


on the business of publicans, and I propose that the 
Poor Law valuation of any future liconscs in the urban 
districts should be at least 202., and in the rural districts 
at least 152. 

61,738. Do you think tluib that would extinguish a 
great number of existing houses ? — I only proposo that 
with regard to the issue of fresh licenses. I do not wish 
to make proposals with regard to vested interests. I 
think that that wonld raise tho question of compensation, 
which is a very largo question. 


61,739. How would the existing system die out P It 
would, be perpetual, would it not P— The existing system, 


I believe, would gradually die out. If fresh licenses 
were not granted on the conditions which at present 
exist, I think the present system would gradually die 


61,740. It would be a very gradual process P — Un- 
doubtedly it would ; and I should be strongly in favour 
of a more rapid process if 1 considered it practicable, 


There are many suggestions that I might embody in 
my evidence, which would undoubtedly bo, in my opinion, 
good suggestions in themselves, hut which it would not 
be practicable to carry into effect. 


61,741. Arc there very many six-day licenses in Six . 
Wexford ? — Tho number of six-day licenses in Wexford liwnin ' 
at present is 38, and there are 46 soven-day licenses. 

In the year 1888 Wexford contained 46 six-day and 
40 aovon-day licenses. At present the number isoSsix- 


w e have had some others extin gu i shod . I shonld say that 
the number of licenses is rather the normal quantity." I 
have a return of the number of licenses granted in the 
town of Wexford during tho last 10 years. In the year 
1888 ^ we had in tho town of Wexford 80 licensed 
premises ; in the present year we have 84 — a decrease 


40 aovon-day licenses. At present the uumber is 38 six- 
day and 46 soven-day — showing an inorcase of six seven- 
day licenses. These six soven-day licenses have been 
obtained at the New Ross annual licensing sessions, 
and the reason for the applications for those six seven - 
day licenses bn3 been in connection with the question 
which I shall refer to later on, under the head of bom 
fide travellers, where disorder has arisen in Woxford in 
connection with football teams and sporting teams 
generally visiting tho town on Sundays. 


61,742. Do you consider the 46 seven-day licenses are ° P ^ 
sufficient to provide for the needs of tne bond fids . |et|g . 
traveller? — I consider that thoy are altogether in excess 
of the requisite number. I hold that no seven-day 
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U' A, licenses should be gi-anted in any district whore the 
Fanis, existing number of seven-day liconses exceeds 30 per 

_1 cent, of the total ; because I think one-third of the 

total number of liconses in auy town or district should 
be amply sufficient to provide bo,ulfid>- travellers coming 
into the town with the refreshment which they noed. 

61.743. So that you would license one-third of the 
existing houses for the purpose of supplying the home 
fide traveller p — I should like to restrict it to very much 
less than one-third, but still I do not wish to toko an 
extreme view, and I think one-third would l>e more 
than ample. It would also have this advantage, that 
tho police supervision of the promises on Sundays 
would ho very much facilitated by the fact of the 
number of licensed promises opened for the convenience 
of bond fide travellers being limited. 

61.744. I suppose there would bo great competition 
for the seven-day liconses P — Yes. The increaso of the 
licenses in "Wexford to which I have referred has 
arisen from publicans situated near the railway-station 
as Wexford, at which those teams enter the town and 
depart from it. Every publican in the vicinity 
wishes to have a 3haro in the trade created by these 
people. 

(il,745. Do you see no difficulty in the exercise of 
their discretion by the magistrates as to what houses 
should ho kept open on Sunday aud what shonld bo 
closed ? — No j oxccpt that I suggest where the number 
of seven-day licenses at present, or in future, shonld 
roach 30 per cent, of tho whole, no further seven-day 
licenses should be issued in respect of that distriot. 
jjleol 61,74-6. What is generally sold in public-houses in 
:«d in Wexford liesideB drink P I am not talking of groceries, 

r.Wis- but in tho way of eatables? — Thero are a certain 

•mb. number of what I may call farmers’ eating-houses, 

Bitnated near the quays of Wexford, and in various 
parts of the town, where tho farmers coming into the 
town stable their horses mid carts whilst they are doing 
their marketing, and where they dine and get supplied 
with drink. There are a number of houses of that class 
in the town. With the exception of these, which are 
locally called eating-houses, there is no food sold on tho 
premises. The great majority of tho licensed traders 
have what are called grocers’ shops, in whioh a trade is 
carried on in tea, sugar, fruits, biscuits, and that class 
of goods. 

Annuls 61.747. Turning to a very important point of admiuis- 
.-4 traas- tuition, do you think that rcnowals and transfers in 
trsssia Ireland should bo put on the same footing as they arc 
bjiand. England ? — Most decidedly. Tho hands of the 

magistrates in Ireland arc completely tied in the matter 
of transfurs, especially by tho deoision in Smith ». Tho 
Justices of Cavan. In granting a new license in 
Ireland, it is necessary to boar in mind at present that 
thongh tho applicant may be a man of exceptionally 
good character who has had previous experience of the 
trade, who has been in tho employment of some spirit 
grocer iu some establishment in which he has gained 
thorough experience of the manner in which tho trade 
should be conducted — though ho may be exceptionally 
qualified in that respect and may get his license; 
immediately afterwards if ho shonld die or retire from 
business, the transfer of bis license may bo obtained by 
an individual who. although no overt crime may bo 
proved against him, will, in the opinion of the 
magistrates, be totally unfitted to carry on the 
business. 

be police 61,748. Did you hear the last witness give his 
then- evidoneo upon tho general action of the Royal Irish 
• rtement Constabulary iu regard to the liconsing question? — I 
-ikeltw. did. 
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61.749. Do you agree with his opinion that they were 
lax ? — I <lo not quito endorse tho last witness's views in 
that respect. My view is that the Royal Irish Con- 
stabulary, so far as my experience g<>os ; have been 
fairly zealous in tho discharge of their duties under the 
Licensing Acts ; lmt I hold that the number of oxisting 
licenses is so enormous that it would bo utterly 
impossible for tho police force as at present situated in 
Ireland to exercise anything like a proper supervision. 

61.750. You could not give us the number of tho 
Royal Irish Constabulary iu Wexford, could you? — 
Yes, I can. 

61.751. Will you give ns the county constabulary ?— 
I can speak of the town or Wexford only- In tbo town 
of Woxford, tbo police force numbers 29. Out of this 
force provision has to bo mado for barrack orderlies, 
town patrols, inspectors of weights and measures, and 


various other matters. A large portion of the time of Mr.M. A. 
the police is occupied in Ireland, and I suppose it is Ennis. 

elsewhere, in looking after unmuzzled dogs. They have ; 

multifarious duties to porforni, aud I hold that the 4 May '06 
number of police available for superintending 84 
licensed promises is totally inadequate. Although I 
consider the police supervision to be inadequate, aud a 
number of publicans to escape scot free from tho con- 
sequences of illegal action, I do not impute to the 
constabulary much fault in that respect; because I 
believe it is beyond their power to copo with the number 
of licenses. 


61,752. Am I right in saying that your opinion would Many 
bo that the governing condition of the state of a licenses' 
particular county or city is the number of licensed nn<l few 
houses and the proportion of Royal Irish Constabulary r°'*cc 
to that number? — Quite so. As an instance of that, I New Boss, 
might cite the town of New Ross. Tho town of Wexford 
has a population of 11,545, and the number of licensed 
houses is 84. New Ross has a popnlation of 6,1U4 aud 
has two lioensed houses more than Woxford. It has 86 
licensed premises. Enniscorthy has a population of 
5,648, and 65 licensed premises. It is within the 
knowledge of every inhabitant of the county of Wexford 
that the number of violont deaths and fatal affrays and 
drownings, and things of that kind, which occur iu the 
town of Now Robs, are vastly in excess of such occur- 
rences in tho town of Wexford, although the town of 
Wexford hits donble its population ; because the town 
of New Ross has two licensed premises more tliau tho 
town of Wexford with very little more than half tho 
popnlation, and has a smaller police force. I believe 
this to bo tlu5 cause of the state of New Ross, wliioh is, 
as I have indicated, very muoh inferior to that of Wex- 
ford as to law, order, and sobriety. 


61,753. Speaking generally of the publicans in Wox- character 
ford as a class, what should you say of their character ? 0 f Wexford 
— I Bhould say that a large number of publicans in publicans. 
Wexford, the larger grocery establishments, do their 
business well, and Live a desire that their business 
should be conducted in the manner that tho law intends. 

I have, myself, heard some of the leading publicans of 
the town of Wexford expresH a desire that the Suuday 
Closing Act should be in operation. They say thoy have 
no wisn to sell on Sundays. I have heard the leading 
publicans say that. That romark does not by any 
means apply to the entire body of publicans in Wexford. 


61.754. I am not talking at this moment of Sunday 
closing, bnt with regard to their goncral character ? — A 
certain portion of the trade in Wexford conduct their 
business in an admirable manner ; bnt there is also a 
large number who do not conduct their business in by 
any means a proper manner. 

01.755. You are a frequent attendant at potty sessions, 
are you not P — I am a very i’roquent attendant, As u 
matter of fact, I believe that 1 am the most frequent 
attendant at the Wexford bench ; my attendances each 
year exceed 45. 

61.756. You have seen a great number of people con- 
victed of drunkenness ? — I have. 

61.757. Have you seen many publicans convicted oi 
serving drink? — I have never in my experience of 
several years seen a publican convicted of supplying 
drink to a drunken man, except in one instance ; and 
in that instance the conviction was obtained not by the 
exertions of the police, hut by the right action of a 
private individual. In this ease tho private individual 
was the employer of the man who was under the 
influence of drink. Ho smv this man whom he had in 
his employment going into a public-house. After 
passing up the quays a short distaace, the idea entered 
his mind that ho would return and endeavour to dissuade 
this servant or employd of his from drinking. He went 
back into tho pubbe-house and he found the man being 
supplied with drink there. The case was brought before 
the Wexford petty sessions, and resnltcd in the convic- 
tion of tho publican. Evidence was brought forward to 
show that the man was not dru nk , and that the publican 
was justified in supplying him with drink. There was a 
largo quantity of evidence brought forward in support 
of the publican’s view of the matter. One point strongly 
influenced the decision of tho bench, ana it was this: 
that when the employer entered tho pnblic-house his 
man turned round and came forward, and in drunken 
fashion welcomed him into the public-house. Tho 
mujority of the magistrates hold, and I think properly, 
that if the man bad been sober he would not have 
attempted to rush forward and shake linnds with his 
omployer upon his entering the premises Thepublican 
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Mr. M.A . appealed ngain&t the decision of the magistrates. The 
Emits. comity court judge affirmed the decision. It is the only 
— case that has come under my notice with regard to that 
4 May ’&S matter. 

Penury iu 61,758. When publicans are charged, should you say 
licensinc from your experience that there is a good deal of hard 
taa. swearing P— Yes, decidedly. It has been suggested to 

me by some people in whose opinion I havu very great 
confidence, aud I have heard the suggestion made by 
people in authority, that it would he desirable with a 
view to check this supply of drink on the part of the 
publioane to drunken men, that it should be sufficient if 
a police constable found a man in a drunken condition 
coming from a public-house; that that fact should bo 
sufficient to convict the publican of having supplied him 
with drink while in a state of intoxication. I cannot 
commit myself to supporting that view. My reason for 
not doing so is this : 1 believe it to bo undesirable that 
any law should be framed which would have n tendency 
in any large measure to induce anyone to commit a 
crime or a breach of the law. In Ireland, unfortu- 
nately, the -working-class man and the peasant has the 
strongest possible objection to ho called an informer. 
When the question arises mi to a man giving evidence 
against a pnblican or a sliebceu-keoper with regard to 
breaches of the licensing law, and a man of the class I 
liave spoken of is pat into tho wituess-box, he is placed 
as it were in a cleft stick, and in nine cases out of ten 
my belief is that ho commits perjury. 

61,759. Do you think tho present state of the law 
conduces to perjury P— I fear so. 

(51,760. You think that perjury is founded upon a 
good motive iu the human character. The Irish 
peasant is unwilling to be called an informer, or to give 
evidence against a native of the same town. That in 
itself might he a laudable motive P — I do not look upon 
it in that light. My Tiew is that, that tendency on the 

E art of the Irish working-man and peasant has arisen 
•om political considerations whioh have no hearing on 
the question at issue here. That state of affairs has 
arisen in Ireland, and that being bo, I think it is 
undesirable that witnesses should be put into the 
witness-box, aud that the publican may escape from 
the punishment which ho may have deserved, by 
the perjured oaths of those witnesses put in on his 
behalf. 

Permitting 61,761. Do you think that if it wore made a primd 
drunken- facie oase, whioh the publican would have to rebut, and 
ness. that a person being found in his house should be nn 

offence committed by the publican, that would conduce 
to more perjury than at present? — I do, for this reason : 

1 think the assistants in that publican’s establishment, 
whose daily bread would depend on that employment, 
would be put into the witness-box to give evidence of 
tho fact that the man did not get drink on those 
premises. 

61,762. You would be willing, I suppose, to punish 
a publican who did supply drink to a drunken man P — 
Most decidedly. I am most anxious that he should be 
punished. 

61,763. How would you get at him P — My proposal 
with regard to that would be that if a policeman found 
a man emerging from a public-house in a state of 
intoxication, and was able to prove that he had that 
honse under observation for a reasonable period, say 
ten minutes previously, and that man had been inside 
that house for at least ten minutes, that should- he 
sufficient to convict the publican, because the duty of 
the publican, if a drunken man entered, should be to 
eject him, or to call on the police to do so. 

61,764. Do not you think you would get people to 
come forward and say that a man was not drunk ?— 
That would bo a question of evidence. We could have 
tho evidence of the police constable on that subject. I 
would also suggest with regard to the present condition 
of affairs, that as a remedy for the gross perjury that 
occurs at present in the ense of pnblican b charged with 
selling drink during improper hours, no publican 
should be entitled to supply drink during closing hours 
on his licensed premises to any individual, save to 
bond fide travellers and to resident members of his own 
Treating household with or -without payment. At present a 
by pnbli- publican gets into the box and swears, or through his 
i ans on solicitor he pleads, that he has not sold drink to the 
licensed parties found on his premises, that he bus given it to 
premises. them as an act of friendship for his guests. Ho puts 
these people found on the premises, against whom 
charges will be later on entered on the order book, into 


the box to prove that they did not pay for the drink j/ P \r 
thnt they received it from him as an net of Friendship. Etui*' 

My proposal is that the publican should nob be entitled 

to supply drink, with or without payment, during 
closing hours to anyone save bond fida travellers and 
resident members of his household. I admit that in 
some cases that may work hardship upon publicans. Ar. 
honest publican, a respectable man. may wish to enter- 
tain a party of friends to dinner on Sunday. I suggest 
that a case of that kind might reasonably lie mot by aa 
exemption clause which would provide for the publican 
being allowed to do so on his giving notice to tho 
police and stating the names and addresses of his 
Intended guests. In the case of hotels situated in 
towns the case has come under my own observation on 
several occasions. Suppose a public dinner is to he 
iven to some official who is leaving the town, the 
inner will probably be held at one of the hotels, and 
the hotel-keeper must got. an exemption with respect to 
that dinner, in order that the guests tnay remain on 
the preraisos later than 11 o’clock at night, and on the 
same principle I advocate that a publican is not to be 
entitled to supply free drink to anyone ou his premises 
at improper hours, except on giving notice of his 
intention to do so. 

61.765. Taming to the question of Sunday closing in Sunrtij 
Wexford, I thiuk you are able to draw a distinction nr closing, 
comparison between Waterford and Wexford; Waterford Waterford 
being exempted, and Wexford having Sunday closing? auil 

— In Wexford, we have large experience of Sunday Wcxfori 
closing, because long before it came into operation cue 
of the Roman Catholic bishops of Ferns, the late 
Dr. Furlong, promulgated a diocesan law in the year 
1858, and the diocesan law prohibited the members of 
his flock of the Roman Catholic community From either 
selling or purchasing drink on Sundays or holidays. 

The population of Wexford arc nearly all Roman 
Catholics — five-sixths of the entire population arc 
Catholics — and they obeyed the diocesan law very faith- 
fully, with the result that during my recollection tho 
town of Wexford has been an exceedingly sober and 
quiet town on Sundays, and also tho country districts. 

61.766. Do I understand you to say the diocesan law 
was so well observed that it scarcely needed any legis- 
lation to close the houses on Sunday ? — As a matter of 
fact, when the Sunday Closing Act came into operation 
the change was scarcely perceptible, because the number 
of Protestant license-holders in the town and county of 
Wexford woro so fow that though there were a fow that 
wero open tho Homan Catholic population all obeyed 
the diocesan law of tho bishop, and did not enter 
them. 

61.767. Now you have Sunday closing, and in Water- 
ford the Sunday Closing Act does not operate P — Yes. 

I have visited Waterford on many occasions, and on a 
recent occasion T. chanced to be there on Sunday, and 
in the afternoon I had reason to traverse a portion 
of a poor district of the city, and I observed suoh a 
terrible condition of drunkenness and disorder prevalent 
in Waterford ou that occasion that I extended my tour 
further than I had intended, and walked round the city 
with a view to observing for myself tho conditions 
existing in Waterford with reference to the Sunday 
Closing Act. 

61.768. What is tho population of Waterford P— I 
have not got the exact figure with mo, but it is roughly 
speaking about 23,000 or 29,000. 

61.769. And what is tho population of Wexford? — 
Wexford is, roughly spanking, 12,000. I found the 
public-houses crowded with men chiefly of the working 
class, and crowds of men outside. 

61.770. Why was Waterford exempted, being so much 
larger? — Five cities are exempted because they are the Sanity 
largest cities in Ireland. I fail myself To seo the cloning it 
reason why they were exempted because thoy had a exempw 
larger population ; but as a matter of fact the five cities dtics. 
exempted in Ireland are Cork, Dublin, Limerick, Belfast, 

and Waterford. 

61.771. You are now establishing a comparison 
between a city of 12,000 inhabitants and a city of 
29,000 inhabitants? — Yes. 

61.772. What do you say of tho stato of things in 
Waterford? — I say in Waterford I observed all the 
public-houses to be crowded with people, and to have 
large crowds of semi-drunken men outside the doors. 

The people were going out to their devotions at the 
various churches, and had to passthrough these crowds 
of drunken men jostling them on the footpaths, and T 
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,, v A- considered that on the Sabbath day it was a most dis- sea-side resort on Sundays through the summer Mr M. A. 
y . graceful state of things, Itcamounaer iny observation, months. Ennis 

Lu ’' ' also, that a largo number of men whom I saw outside ... _ 0 .’, nr ,, , „ 

the public-houses, and in the public-houses that I looked * , i' 8u * ,7° ul “ y , ou , m ^ c lt a , n , ° fK : ,lce M for tho , lo " d . ., J8 
into in passing by, were men of the count.y labouring C* travolle F 'T h .? Ilad '< oi yelled six miles and who 
class, n&d it led mo to tho conclusion that, the Sunday ^represented A* matter to the proprietor of an hotel 
Closing Act lieinc in ..Deration in the rural d^irieta or l ° chti ' vho “erved him ?— 1 would impose o 


class, und it led mo to the conolnsion that, the Sunday “»w*P™seiiteu tUe matter t > the pi 
Closing Act being in operation in the rural districts umn who served him.- 

outside of Waterford, all the thirsty souls in the rural * >e 1 - 0,1 6o113 - 

districts had flocked into the city to indulge in drink 61,784. But how in the world is i 


there, and that the fact of the Suuday Closing Act being 6 miles olf to know whether a man lias actually 
in operation outside Waterford helped to accentuate travelled 6 miles or 5? — It is one of the difficulties 


the evil of the exemption of tho city itself from the that arise under the Act, but any publican would know 


provisions of the Act. the locality in which he lives very well. I should not 

tue Sunday Closing Act i Most decidedly, .advocate from saj ttc ^tre of the town, in knowing whcthw 
« <* *» Ctonvg Act to tho live „ w « ai |„ „ j -Bet f tom thilt p „i„ t . 

ties. 1 do not profess to speak with reference to any „ or T T , , , * . , , 

? the cities os to personal observation, except Water- . Lt I have apprehended yon rightly, you nro Limitation 

ad, though I have been in the other cities ou Sundays m “’™® 1 of opening one-third, or somewhere about of hours 


of the Sunday Closing Act r— Most decidedly. I advocate 
the extension of the Snnday Closing Act to tho Rve 
cities. I do not profess to speak with reference to any 
of the cities ns to personal observation, except Water- 
ford, though I have heen in the other cities on Sundays 
occasionally. Still my observations have not been 
sufficient to justify me speaking of them; but I fail to 
see why Lhc population of the cities being larger should 
entitle them to exemption from the law that governs 
the rest of the community. 


lionally. Still mv observations have not been one-third, of the licensed houses for the accommodation for 

•font to justify me ’speaking of them ; but I fail to ° r traveller t— My idea is that it would bo travellers, 

rhy tho population of the cities being larger should desirable not to have nearly so many ns that open. 


61,774. Now, iu Waterford, can you see any valid requirements 


reason for its exemption F — T sec. every reason, i 
contrary, for its inclusion, iu the Act. 


61,780. A certain number at all events ? — Yes. 

Cl ,787 . Would not that number supply any rensonab' 
iquirements of the bond fide traveller, it" they woi 


,775. Turning to earlier Soturday closing, what i 


open not the whole day, but say from 2 to 5 or 
whatever honr might be fixed ? — Certainly I should bn 
strongly in favour of that. 


I motLi)' the feeling in Wexford, in tho county 


,788. So that for tho rest of tho day the publican 


-The feeling is strongly in favour of earlier Saturday would be at liberty to enjoy Iris Sunday holiday ? — I 
closing. A public meeting was held in the town of Wex- should be strongly in favour of limiting the hours 


ford for the purpose of advocating Sundny dosing and during which tho bond fide traveller might be servod 


earlier Saturday closing. The attendance comprised all reasonable hoars, 
classes of the community, hub the great bulk of the 61,789. Iu the eo 1 


mnity, hub the great bulk of the 61,789. In the county of Wexford conld yon name a 
attendants were working men, and the attendance at reasonable honr in the afternoon. I suppose it would bo, 
the meeting was very large. It was held in tho Town soy, from 1 o’clock? — I shonld scy m the comity oF 
Hall, which is not a large hnilding admittedly, but it Wexford that it would bo a reasonable limit to imposo 


was the largest public room in the town, and the to allow the bond fide traveller to bo supplied between 
attendance was so large that they overflowed the room the hours of 2 and 6. 

and tho stairway, and were in the street outside. . 61,790. And Lome, .podnlly lioonnad foi- Ihain ancom- 

61.776. What was tho feeling of that meeting i was it modation P — Specially licensed for their accommodation, 

in favour of 8 o’clock or 9 o'clock? — It was unani- ., . . . , 

”■*» “r ***■ 

61.777. At what hour?— The hour advocated was operation of the Sunday Closing Act?— I do, decidedly. 

9 o’clock, and the hour dealt with in the resolution j believe it is very difficult for even vvell-intcutioned 
placed liefore the meeting was 9 o’clock. publicans to discern sometimes who is a bond fide 

61.778. Would you bo in favour of 9 o’clock or a still traveller, and who is not. 

earlier hour ?— 1 'believe n still earlier hour would be 61792 j ftm not ta i killg of tbe difficulty on the part 
more in the interests ot public Order ; bnt at tho same of tbo lmb ] icM1 , but of t ho fact of the bond fide traveller 
tune 1 do deprecate nnyono holding extreme views on bttv iug a statutory right to demand refreshments. Does 
any question, and I think tho hour of . o clock would not that impair tho operation of an Act which savs all 
he most eminently an hour to make trial of at first, and Lonses ghftU be cloBed on Sunday ?— It doos, decidedly, 
if Saturday closing at 9 o’clock were found to work J 1 

satisfactorily after a few years, I consider it would bo 61,793. Whether you have a 3 mile limit or n 0 
ripe for consideration then whether a still further mile limit, the efleot of the bond fids, traveller on legisla- 
decrease of hours would not bo necessary or desirable. tion will be the same. Whatever limit you have, 3 

m0rC tho Snwdnv ill 


apply to the town and country? — Certainly, but 
especially in towns. 


the Sunday Closing Act?— That if 


i limit from three to six miles will 


61,780. Would yon hnvo a different hour in the he that yon will have a much smaller number of bond 
country to the town ? — No, I think the some hour would travellers to deal with than you have under the 


be sufficient for country and town, bnt I think tho evils 
arising from Saturday opening are greater in tlio town 


tliau iu the country, because in towns the working men into town on foot. Throe miles is a short distance for 
„7;.i .... V,;j,v iiioKti in Romp coses. -.11. 1 +1 — „ -™-:ll :„n.. n. 


3 mile limit, because a number of men will proceed 
specially from town on foot, and from country districts 


get their wages paid 


ilk, and they will como in specially for the 


nnd on Saturdays in others, but Saturday is the great purpose of getting drink. I am aware that in England 
market day for the working men. They are about the magistrates have held — at Nottingham, I think — that 
town, and it is most desirable that they shonld not be where men made a practice of leaving the town of 
carousing up to the verge of Sunday morning. Nottingham to proceed to beer shops just outside the 


61781 I think voti have already desired to provide 3 miles limit they were not entitled to be supplied 
for the convenience of the bond fide travoller, and there- because they were not bond fide i travellers ; they wnut 


fore I take it you do not consider the bond fide traveller there specially lor the purpose of procuring drink, and 

is a person wllo ought to be abolished altogether ?-No, therefore were not entitled to procure it ; anil that is I 


for the same reason I have already given, that Ido not think a reasonable view to toko of the operation of the 
believe in extreme views. I believe that, unfortunately, Aot. 


whatever legislation may be adopted to provide for the 61,794. Supposing a whole football or athletic team m,. 
bond fulc traveller being supplied with refreshments and 6C ttled down at a house just outside the limit yon have xjnfl fide 
no ono else getting them, cortain etuis will arise. proposed of 6 miles, or whatever it may ho, they would traveller. 


61782 Would vou raise the limit?— I should eer- lmve a right to demand refreshments, whatever their 
taiuly. I think the limit that is prepoBed of ■« julcs is 


very reasonable. In fact, so Tar as I am personally opinion, be bond fide travellers. They would have come 
oTooSSS tilt in only »« Mi-ido.! tor tom. otto l>nrpo.. ta.de, th. ™,cof 


Wexford is situated exactly 6 miles distant from a sea- purpose of playing football, or whatever other game 
side resort called Eosslare, to which a largo number of tliev might bo en^god in^ look upon it as on 


the Wo \ fonHidmliitimts proceed by rail on Sunday, ,uul evif but an evil to cure which, restrictions which 
there is a considerable amount of drunkenness at this might be rather sovore on some people who ,mgh b 
V 98149. d 
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bo bond fida travellers, should be imposed. I would 
look on it as unreasonable that a man who went with 
his family into the country on a clay’s holiday from 
a town or city should be debarred from procuring 
some reasonable refreshment if he was in the habit 
of taking it, but nt the same time I regret that 
such a person as a bond fi/le traveller should exist. 

I shoula like to say, if you will permit me, that with 
reference to publicans’ licenses, and with reference to 
the records on the licenses of nnblienns of convictions, 
the police in Ireland find such an extreme difficulty 
in procuring evidence, for tbo reason I have already 
stated of the unwillingness of people to come forward 
and tender evidence, and in procuring convictions of 
publicans for breaches of the law, that I think in all 
cases whore a publican is convicted for a breach of the 
law, a record on his license should follow as a matter of 
course, save in a case where it may be proved to the 
satisfaction of the magistrates that such breach of the 
law occurred without the knowledge, connivance, or 
consent of the publican. Thero may bo exceptional 
cases of respectable publicans where a young assistant, 
his son, or some ono of that kind, without his knowledge 
or consent, may possibly break the law. 

61.795. ETcry conviction should bo recorded on tbo 
license or kept in some record, but not necessarily three 
of those convictions entailiug forfeiture P — Yes, I 
would make three convictions entail forfeiture, «b long 
as it was quite clear to the magistrates hearing tho 
case that the publican himself had cognisance of tho 
breach of the law. 

61.796. Have you ever known three conviotions 
endorsed on a License and forfeiture resulting? — Tns. 

61.797. Have yon ever known it in practice ? — Yes. 
A case has occurred in the county of Wexford, within 
the paBt two months, in the town of Gorey, which is at 
present the subject of litigation. The magistrates at 
Gorey have forfeited the license there, but the case is at 
present being litigated on some technical grounds. Tho 
police applied to nave the house closed, and proceeded 

T inst the publican for opening his house for the sale 
drink sifter three convictions lmd been obtained 
against him. 

61,798. Do I understand you to say there is an appeal 
on a point of law from the decision of the magistrates P 
— This occurred at Gorey, in the north of the county, in 
a district I do not quite know myself — I have simply 
road tho case in the local papers ; but in this ease I 
think tho publican had transferred, or sought to transfer 
his interest in the house to another member of his 
family. 

61,799. And the question is whether it is a bond fitle 
transfer or not P — Yes, some question of that kind arises ; 
but as a matter of fact the police applied, and the 
magistrates at petty sessions convicted the defendant in 
this case. 

61,800. _ Evidently the attention du-ected to this cose 
shows it is a very rare case P — It is a rare case. 

61,801. You have never known any other case? — No, 
I tliink not in my experience. I have heard of other 
cases. I know of other cases that have occurred, but 
in my own experience I cannot speak of them. I know 
of houses in the county which have been closed in the 
past for than cause. I should like to make another 
suggestion with regard to tho applications for publicans’ 
licenses. At tho annual licensing sessions it lias been 
the enstom for people seeking a license to bring forward 
an application, and when that application is defeated 
and refused at tbe annual licensing sessions they bring 
forward tho same application the next sessions, ana 
following sessions, aDd bring it forward year after year 
in the hope that on some occasion they may find the 
, Bench more liberal in its views regarding licenses than 
on others. I submit that a man who brings forward an 
application for a license wbicli is refused should not bo 
permitted to bring forward a similar application for 
reasonable period, say for three ycurs after, unless 
under totally different conditions, such as in a case 
where the premises are held not suitable, and there has 
been a reconstruction of tho premises or something to 
alter the conditions, but a man should not bring forward 
an application session after session for a license that has 
been refused on one or two occasions. I wish to hand 
in particulars of a case of this description that come 
within my own knowledge, n case of a man who applied 
for a license, and I believe this licenso that I speak of 
conics under the category to which yon have just been 
referring. I do not wish to speak with absolute 


certainty , because T am not sure on the point, but I Jr r . If 
believe it to be the fact that tho house was deprived of 
its license on three convictions in the past. The owner of - ' 

the bouse applied for a license — the man who purchased 
the house — and it was refused on two occasions. He 
then let tho house on lease to a teuaut with a covenant 
in the lease that in the event of tho tenant succeeding 
in procuring a license the rent of the premises should be 
increased by 51. annually. Since that time the tenant 
and the landlord combined have used every effort to 
procure n liccnso for the premises, and they applied on 
four different occasions ; on some occasions, when the 
composition of the bench was noticed by the intending 
publican and his solicitor, they have withdrawn their 
application. 

61.802. At what interval have they applied ? — Every 
year. There were two applications in the year 1893 ; 
they applied again in 1894, 1895, 1896 and 1897, and I 
presume it is extremely likely they will make a further 
application in the November of 1898. I wish to hand 
in a .statement concerning that case. 

61.803. (Mr. Young.) Yon said in the county of 
Wexford that you bail several meetings for the closing 
of public-houses on Sundays and Saturdays? — One 
meeting I spoke of. I spoke of tho town of Wexford 
only. 

61.804. Was that a meeting got up liv the inhabi- 
tants P — Yes. The. meeting was presided over by the 
Roman Catholic Bishop of the Diocese of Ferns, and 
was attended by the Protestant Rector of Wcxfonl, 
and by clergy or all denominations and the inhabitants 
generally. 

61.805. I understood yon, with regard to indictmeuts panic: 
of publicans, to say that you would not allow the vonng drunke/ 
men in the shop or any person to bo called as a witness ness, 
except the police ? — No, that is not my suggestion at 

all. I deprecate a proposal that the onus should be 
thrown on the publican of proving. A snggestion has 
been mode by some people who aro rather authorities 
on the subject, that in the event of a man being found 
drunk on licensed premises tho onus should be thrown 
on the publican of proving that he wa9 not supplied 
with drink there. I deprecate that method of dealing 
with the quostion, because I bolievo that, if adopted, 
that would lead to the perjury which, I regret to say, 
exists in other cases ; because if you throw the onus on 
the publican of proving that tho man was not supplied 
with drink on lus premises, tho temptation is great, in 
the case of a publican of low character, to swear that 
the man was not supplied on tin- premises, and to put 
his assistants in the box to swcur that also. 

61 .806. From what source docs the indictment come ? 

— This is not an existing law. It is simply a suggestion 
which I say I do not approve of, because I say 1 believe 
it would lead to that state of affairs. 

61.807. In the case of a man being drunk on the 
promises, whore does tho indictment originate? — As 
the law stands at present, with reference to a man 
being drunk on tho premises, the policeman must prove 
the sale of driuk to that mail, aua tho difficulty arises 
in proving that. 

61.808. It remains entirely with the police, I think P 
— Quite so. 

61.809. Have you perfect confidence that tlio polioe 
will always do right? — Police aro human, as well as 
anybody else ; but taking tlio police force of Ireland as 
a whole, they aro a very exemplary and well-conducted 
body of men. 

61 810. I think yonr suggestion would place the 
whole importance of the indictment with the police? — 

No. My view is thut tbe fact of a man being found 
to be on licensed premises for a certain period of 
time 

61.811. Found by whom ?— Found by tbe police. 

61.812. Exactly? — The fact of a man being found io 
be on licensed premises for u certain period of timo, 
and being drunk ; that should bo sufficient to procure 
a conviction, because it would be the duty of tho 
publican not to permit any drunken man to remain on 
tho premises ; and to my own knowledge some of the 
respectable publicans of tho town of Wexford arc in 
tho habit, if a drunken man should enter their 
premises, of immediately Bending for the polioo to 
remove him. 

68.813. Do you leave the evidence for the conviction 
entirely in the hands of the police P — Certainly not-. 
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61,81 L Would you not allow other evidence to he 
brought up P — Most decidedly. 


68,815. I understand you would not allow the young 
men in the place to he examined P— I should not be 
inclined to allow the yonng men in the place to give 
evidence. I should not be prepared to adopt a system 
which would permit the young men, serving as 
assistants on licensed premises, coming forward and 
tendering evidence with reference to a matter of fact 
whether the man was supplied with drink on the 
premises or not, because that is a point upon which it 
would bo utterly impossible for the police to give 
evidence on the other side. 


Mixed 


county court judge in exceptional cases exercising a Sir.M.A. 
veto, I think there should be theu au up peal to the Ennis, 
judge of assize. 


61,816. It is a matter of fact we want to ascertain, 
and if you leave it in tho hands of the police alone, and 
do not take the evidence of the young men at all, how 
do yon ascertain whether in fact or not the man was 
served P— I say it is the duty of every publican, or 
should be the duty of every publican, not to supply 
drink to a drunken man, and on the other hand it 
should be his duty not to allow any drunken man who 
may enter his premises in a condition of drunkenness 
to remain there. It is his duty to immediately eject 
that mau from his premises or call in the police to do 
so; and failing his putting the man off his premises in 
a reasonable time, the fact of his failing to do so 
should moan a conviction against him. 


61.822. With regard to the limited number of 7 -day ? 

licenses, to which you have referred, would you be in 

favour of imposing not only the numerical condition, Condition 
but a condition as to having bedroom accommodation P on 7-day 
— Yes, with regard to any new licenses, but with regard license, 
to existing licenses it would create a difficulty. 

61.823. I am speaking only of new licenses P — De- 
cidedly. With regard to bedroom accommodation I 
would suggest that nobody should get a license who did 
not have ample bedroom accommodation ; and it should 
not be a fictitious accommodation, to say that they have 
so many bodrooms and could provide them, bub they 
should be bedrooms furnished, and in a condition for 
occupation. 


61,817. If you allow only the police to give evidence, 
anil not the persons there who ought to know, surely 
you place too much reliance on one source of authority ? 
—I think yon misunderstand me. What I suggest is 
this : I have given yon what my idea is with reference 
to the proper course of procedure ; bat a proposal has 
been mode, which I have stated I do not agree with, 
that tho fact of a mau being found drank on the 
premises, even if he had only immediately entered the 
premises at the moment, should throw on the publican 
the onus of proving that he did not get drank there. 
I object to that, but I bold that the publican should be 
placed in snch a position that it would be his duty to 
allow no drunken person to remain on his premises, and 
the fact of a man being on licensed premises for a 
certain length of time, and being then found drank on 
tho premises, the assumption would follow without 
further evidence that he got drunk on those premises, 
because it would be tho duty of the publican to eject 
him from them if ho entered against his will in a 
condition of drunkenness. 


61,818. (Mr. Younger.) Gould you toll ns whether tho 
Sunday Closing Law, if I may use tho expression, of 
tho bishop of tho diocese, or the legislative Sunday 
Closing Act, had tho liest effect P — The Sunday Closing 
Law of tho bishop of tho dioceso, in my opinion, had 
tho liesl. offoot with roforonco to the Homan Catholic 
population, but that did not apply to anyone except 
tho Homan Catholic population, and in districts whore 
the Roman Catholic population would not bo in the 
great majority, as in the county of Wexford, it conld 


61,824. With reference to the police, do yon hold any No licenses 
view as to the desirability or otherwise of granting to ex- 
licenses to persons who have been members of the Irish policemen, 
constabulary ? — I object to the granting of licenses to any 
ex- members of the constabulary force, not on the ground 
of the character of those men, but because I believe it 
would be in the public, interest nndesirable for this reason. 

There is a very salutary regulation at present in the Irish 
constabulary force, to the effect that a constable marry- 
ing in a town or district is removed from the district 
in which his own or his wife’s relations reside. He is 
not permitted to reside in that district, in order that 
nothing in the nature of favouritism should be shown, 
by him to friends of his ; and for the same reason I 
think it would be undesirable that any ex-constabulary 
men should hold publicans’ licenses, because, wbethor 
the members of the constabulary would or would nob 
favour them, the opinion in the public mind would be to 
the effect that they would be favoured ; and in Ireland 
recently one of the judges of the High Court gave a 
very strong expression of opinion in the lease of a 
magistrate in the coanty of Galway who sat on tho 
benoh duringtho hearing of a case with reference to 
poaching. Ho took no part in it, but he sat on tho 
bench , and the judge commented strongly on his 
conduct, nnd stated that the Irish wore a suspicions 
people, and that though bis action in the matter was 
no doubt perfectly bon it fule, and that he did not 
influence tho decision of the bench in any way, it was 
undesirable that tho people should be led to suppose 
that justice could be tainted in any way, and for tho 
same reason I think the members of the constabulary 
force should not be granted licenses. 


61,825. The last question I have to ask yon is simply Connection 
this. From your experience as a magistrate, would of drink 
you say with reference to the working classes that a and crime, 
large per-oontage of the crime of the country is due 
to drink P — I beUevo that if it were not for drink our 
gaols would be practically empty. I am a visiting 
justice of Wexford Prison. My avenue gate is directly 
opposite the prison entrance, and as a matter of fact I 
am constantly within the prison. I am called upon by 
. , . . , . , , , , . the governor upon all occasions nearly when he 

61,819. In suggesting that the trades ougk to bo xequii-es assistance. I have an intimate knowledge of 


not havo the same beneficial effect. 


separated, you do not propose donling drastically with all l tlie oages of the prisoners incarcerated there, and I 
existing licenses P— No, because I consider that would teliove t jj at j n n i n o-tenths < ' ' ‘ 


believe that in nine-tenths of tho cases of prisouers 
incarcerated in that prison they arise altogether from 
drink. I believe that in the workhouse nearly the 
same condition of affairs prevails, and as a member of 
a charitable society in the town of Wexford I visit 
each week of my life between 20 and 30 poor families. 
It is my duty to make inquiries into tho circumstances 
of all these families whion the society I am connected 
with relieve, and I should say that in two-thirds of 
those oases, at least, their poverty and distress arises 
from the same cause. 


raise a large question of compensation, but, at the same 
timo, I think any legislation in that direction would bo 
eminently desirable — that is, legislation in the direction 
that would not entail any absolute injustice to the 
existing interests would be desirable. 

61.820. (Mr. Roberts.) You contemplate the possibi- 
lity, no doubt, in suggesting your authority for grant- 
ing licenses, that tlio district or the petty sessional 
justices, sitting with tho county court judge and re- 
sident magistrates, might possibly overrule their 
decision p — Yes, that is possible. 

62.821. You do not think that would be any real 
danger to the scheme? — I do not consider so, as far as 
my own personal knowledge of connty Wexford 
goes, and of that county oidy I wish to speak. In that 
county I am quite satisfied that tho suggestions I Lave 
made would work in ail admirable manner, but if in 
other countios, it would bo different, and there would 
be a danger of a county court jiulgos's opinion boing 
Upset by a muster of tho magistrates of the petty 
sessional district. 1 should, in that case, be prepared to 
suggest Unit the county court judge, instead of a 
ousting vote, should have a veto in cases in whioh 
the question of the existing number of licenses, 
the character of the applicant , or tlie suitability 
of the premises would arise ; but in tho case of the after five 
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61,826. (Dean Dickinson.) With regal'd to the bond 
fide traveller I was told by a publican in the coanty of t, on dfide 
Cork that he and other publicans in his neighbourhood traveller, 
felt this difficulty about the bond fide traveller, that 
when he or any two or three of them earao in there was 
a waiting crowd of the inhabitants of tho village all 
round the door waiting on the chance of getting in, 
and that hi3 only way of keeping them out was by a 
row involving the publio-house and himself in a row, 
and bo would be glad if they were delivered from the 
necessity of admitting bond, fide 'travel lore, on account 
of this rush — that they were in danger of being brought 
up for illegally receiving other than bond fide travellers ; 
and yet he could not keop them ont, because there was 
only one policeman in the place, who could not look 
* — — six public-houses at once. Do you know 
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Mr. M. A. anything of difficulties of that kind? — In the town of 
Ennis. Wexford the question arose some time since. I was 

' on the bench when it was adjudicated upon. A 

•* May ’08 pnblican was charged witli opening, and keeping open 

L ~ for the sale of drink, his licensed premises on Sunday 

during dosing hours. The facts were that certaiu 
men, horn i fide travellers, were found on this man’s 
promises, and he had the door leading into his 
premises left open, and ho had not any one on the door 
to discern between bond fide travellers and members of 
the general public. Wo convicted that man on the 
ground that, having opened hi3 premises, it was hie duty 
to admit bond fide travellers, and only those, and he 
should have kept his door shut, and opened it on a 
knock or request for bond fide travellers to be 
admitted. 

• 61,827. This publican complained that it was not 
always possible to keep the door shut any more than 
you can at a public mooting? — We held it was bis duty 
to have an assistant on the door to prevent that, and 
that he did it at his own risk — that if he admitted 
anyone not a bond title trnvollcr, keeping his door open, 
ho took on himself the risk of being convicted of an 
offence. 

Perjury in 61,828. I had not an opportunity of asking Judge 
‘censing Curran yesterday a question, which he said I might 
1186 ’ ask him, but T. might perhaps put it to you. Is it 
quite a part of the recognised duty sometimes of 
publican’s assistants to swear their employers through 
any charge ? Is it not a condition, or terra, of the 
wages paid P — As a matter of fact, very few cases of 
that description have come under my observation. The 
great majority of cases that have come under my 
observation are cases in which cither a publican or a 
shebeen -keeper bas been charged with selling drink. 
The pnblican do ring closing hours, or the shebeen- 
keeper. with the salo of drink, and the witnesses who 
have been brought up in those cases, in my experience 
have been chiefly men found on the premises, and 
accused of being on the premises j and in cases of that 
kind I think it is very desirable and very efficacious — 
and I suggested some time since to my brother justices 
that it would be a desirable plan to adopt— at the 
beginning of oases of this description to have the 
witnesses on both sides out of court. We now have 
adopted the practice of putting the witnesses on both 
sides out of court, and the result is that men who come 
up to swear falsely with reference to the sale of drink 
to them, or the supply of drink at improper hours, do 
not have tho advantage of hearing wliat bas been sworn 
by tho previous witnesses, and the discrepancies in the 
evidunco aro generally very striking. 

01.829. I think yon hoar out tho fact that tho pro- 
portion of public-houses in Wexford to population is 
about one to 150 P — The proportion of pnblie-houses is 
greater. There are 81 publio-lionses in Wexford. 

61.830. That would be about 1 to every -18 of the 
population P— Tes. 

61.831. (Viscount dr Vrsci.) Is there a quarter 
sessions court held in the town of Wexford? — Yes. 

No 61,832. You allego as a grievance that you have to go 

licensing to Now Boss on licensing business?— Yes. It is a 
court at grievanco with reference to the town of Wexford. 
Wexford. ° 

The witnex 


61,833. Have yon taken any steps to have the quarter Mt u 
sessions court in Wexford constituted a licensing court? Ea' 
— No steps have been taken, because the evil would cut 
the other way. If the quarter sessions court were held 
at Wexford, applications from the town of New Ross 
another important town, would ho heard at Wexford. ' 

61,83-1. Is there any reason why both courts should 
not be licensing courts P — I think it would be a decided 
advantage to hnve both courts licensing courts. 

61.835. I thiuk tho Lord Lientenaut is tho person 
who constitutes a licensing court, is not he ? — Yes ; but 
as the present arrangement stands the licensing court 
for the south of Wexford is held at New Jtoss, and for 
tho north of Wexford is held at Enniscortliy. New 
Boss is on the borders of the county. The river Barrow 
only divides New Boss from tho county of Kilkenny; 
and with reference to tho county of Wexford, in the 
north of the county, 5,828 acres ore included in the 
district of Carnow, county Wicklow. That is one of 
the potty sessions districts in the north of the couuty 
of Wicklow, extends into tho county of Wexford, and 
takes in 5,828 acres in the district of Carnew, and a 
portion of the Newtownbarry district runs into the 
County Carlow. 

61.836. You snggestod that the licensing authority 
should bo composed of the county court judge, the 
resident magistrate, and the magistrates of the petty 

sessions district in which the applicant resides ? In 

which the premises proposed to he licensed are situated. 

61.837. Tho magistrates you suggest would be those Prc)w< , 
who reside in that petty sessions district, or attended lieeosinc 
the jietty sessions court P — I should not mako the » n thori». 
suggestion absolutely os to those who reside, because in 

one or two onsc6 I know of, magistrates will sit in a 
petty sessions district they do not reside in. The 
reason of that has been that in some of the rural 
petty sessions districts in the county of Wexford there 
has been a difficulty in procuring a sufficient number of 
magistrates to nttend petty sessions ; and to remedy 
that stato of affairs on the appointment of a now magis- 
trate, he has boon nssignod to ouo of those potty sessions 
districts to strengthen tho bench Chore, and he would 
not in that case reside there. 

61.838. Without, Bpooial permission ho is not allowed 
to serve in a petty sessions district out of which he 
resides ? — As a matter of fact a magistrate for the 
county of Wexford can sit nt any potty sessions district 
in the county, and his decision on any case on which ho 
adjudicates would bo valid and binding ; but it is so 
contrary to custom, and what is considered proper in a 
magistrate to do, that he would run the risk of being 
deprived of his commission by doing so. 

61,83i). You suggested thnt an applicant who has 
been refused a license should not bo allowed to apply 
again for three years ; bnt 1 think I understood you to 
say that whore the oauso for which be had been refused 
had been removed, then he might apply again? — Quite 
so. In case a man applied for a license, and the cause 
for which he was refused was the unsuitability of his 
premises, ho might reconstruct thorn. 

61,840. Or incase of a diminution in the number of 
other licensed houses P — Quito so, in a case of that kind. 

i withdrew. 


Mr. John G-ohe called in and examined. 


j M g 


Position of 
witness. 


61,8-11 . (Ohciirmnn.) You are, I believe, a solicitor’s 
apprentice in Dublin P — Yes. 

61.842. And have been resident there for many 
years?— Yes, many years. 

61.843. You have been engaged in special temperance 
work, I think P— I do not know that yon can call it 
'special tomperaneo work, but J have been engaged 
chiefly amongst the workingmen in temperance work, 
and in helping them to form building societies, loan 
societies, and other benevolent societies of that class. 

61 .844. I only used tho word special because yon arc 
connected witli temperance societies, and I think you 
havo bad something to do with working men’s tem- 
perance clubs P — Yes. 

61.845. Do you represent any society here ? — No, no 
special society. 

61.846. Yon have had the opportunity of addressing 
large mootings in tho course of the last 12 months on 


the questions of Sunday closing and Saturday closing ? Mr. 
— Very many. J. 

61.8- 17. Were thoso meetings composed of people ' 
who enme to the meeting with their views fixed on the 
subject ?— From somo murmurs of dissent that wore 
given at tho mootings one was naturally led to conclude 
that they were not all total abstainers. 

61,843. At all events, yon have lmd an opportunity 
of addressing mauy thousands of people, and therefore 
yon nre able to give ub tho rosnlt of your experience 
of them ? — Many thousands. I should say within tho 
last year and a half I havo addressed meetings that 
would amount in the aggregate to between 20,000 and 
30,000 peoplo in Dublin. 

61.8- 19. Yon wero prepared, hut I think you desire Why 

to waivo your claim, to give evidence on the subject Smith J- 
of the complexity ol' the law, seeing that the Solicitor- ' 

General for Ireland has alrendy given us very exhans- 

tive evidence on that subject?— Yes ; but there is jast ‘PI* 
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one point iu connection with the Smith case— Smith v. 
The Juaticos of Oavan — in 1892 which I should like 
to mention. The Solicitor- General for Ireland mode 
some referenoe to that case, and he was asked by one 
of the members of the Commission as to why' it was 
not proceeded with. My recollection of his evidence 
is shot ho thought there was not sufficient money ; but 
I should just like to mention that that was not the 
case. I have been supplied with a letter of indemnity 
signed by two citizens of Dublin, one of whom has 
since died and the other is still living. Those gentle- 
men indemnified the four justices, who at first allowed 
their names to bo nsed as appellants in the easo, and 
afterwards from some unexplained cause withdrew. 
When the Court of Queen’s Bench granted a mandamus, 
tbo authorities were asked to carry it further in order 
to have the Clitheroo case fully argued in this case of 
Smith, but the authorities refused to do so. and thentho 
temperance party, particularly the Irish Society for the 
Prevention of Intemperance, approached the justices. 
The names of tbo four justices are here, bnt it is not 


" subsequent offence.’’ In the Act of 1842 I think the 
penalty for the third offence was 5l„ but hero they *'• ° ore - 
nave reduced it to not excccdiug forty (shillings, and, of , ,, 
course, infcrentiully, for any subsequent offence. 1 * 

61.857. With reference to the words “ knowingly ” Permitting 
and “allow. ' you think it would be doubtful whether drunken-, 
an assistant selling would make the licensee liable? — ness and 
I do. I think it has been ruled by the courts in actsof 
England that to permit drunkenness implies knowledge scrvaut - 
on the part of the licensee, and allowing to sell, or 
permitting to sell, would, I think, bo interpreted by 
same way. 


the courts it 


61,858. We have had a good deal of evidence about Mixed 
tho combination of the trades and the necessity, in the trades in 
view of some witnesses, to separate the. trades. What public- 
is your opinion upon that P— I think that wo ought Lo houses, 
save our people ns much ns possible from temptation. 

I believe that many persons, and in fact, I know from 
my own personal knowledge from intimate acquaintance 
with many, that they go into the family grocer's to 
purchase groceries, anil they’ drink before they come 


necessary to mention them. 1 have the original letter 

of indemnity, indemnifying these gentlemen against all oat from meeting their frien dsth ere ~ idthongk they 
a ■** * » — - . should had no intention of drinking when they went in. I 


costs and oxpunsos in the matter, 
he carried to tho House of Lords. The notice of 
appeal was actually lodged and sorved, bnt, as 1 say, 
for some unexplained reason they refused to go on, after 
at first allowing their names to lie used. 


61.850. I think we have heard tho Aeta enumerated 
which regulate the sole to children. Would von be in 
favour yourself of restoring the age of 16? — Yes, I 
think the ihreo Acts regulating tho sale to children ore 
(I am sure, at all events, the last one is) retrogressive. 
The Inst Act lins reduced the age from 16 to 13. I 
suppose they considered that hoys and girls maturo 
earlier now than they used to formerly, bnt whether 
being allowed to got drink in tho public-house earlier 
would do it I do not know. I think that it cannot be other- 
wise than depraving to any child under 13 to bo 
allowed to go into a public-bonso to fetch drink. I 
would not say that, perhaps, thoy should not ho allowed 


think, if it could be so arranged, that when a perse 
went into a public-home ho should know what lie ivas 
going in for, and wns not likely to bo tempted to do 
other than that which he went in to do, it would be a 
great improvement. 

61.859. Arc there many licensed grocers who have 
the right of selling off only in Dublin ? — There are a 
few, but I do not altogether object to tho spirit grocers 
having the right to soil off, provided that they are not 
allowed to sell anything on draught or in an open 
vessel. 1 think generally the trade iu Dublin is 
combined. Thcro nro, of course, a good many gin 
palaces. 

61.860. I am talking of the ordinary grocer who gels 
a license to sell off only. Are there many of those in 
Dublin who may not sell for consumption on the 

.'fik il dfe 13.' tot I certainly think that under 13 P-I *• not tkMc *o» there are many, 

they should not bo allowed to enter a public-house for 61,861. I am not talking of what you call rightly the 
any purpose. pnblican grocer, but the grocer with n shop to sell off? 

61.851. I ati]ipcse it weald complicate tho law to my - 1 * ttink tter » “■ ■"“* » f lhM 
that between 13 and 16 they might fetch it off, but after 61 ,862. Speaking generally of the public-houses in Executive 
16 they might consume it? — I think if the words “ for Dublin, what do you think ns to their number? Arc number of 
consumption on the promises’’ wero eliminated it they excessive ? — I think that wi* have at least three or licensed 

four limes too many public-houses in Dublin. I take, houses in 
for instance, Thom's Directory, which is looked upon ns Dublin, 
it very good authority iu this mutter, and if you take 
Great Britain Street, a street that I am very well 
acquainted with, according to Thom’s Directory there 
are in this street 225 houses, and of those 36 houses are 
licensed, ao that would ho something over one in every 
seven houses. 

61.863. What would bo the number of persons in a 
Loose ? — The houses are lot in tenements largely in that 
street certainly, and probably there would be on ou 
average, I should say, eight persons in a house. 

61.864. Not more than eight in a house ?— I do not 
think so — not more than eight to ten persons iu each — 
two families of five each, because the under parts of tho 
houses are generally shops, and in some cases the upper 
parts are let in tenements and in others they ore not. 

Great Britain Struct is let pnrtly in tenements, bnt not 
as largely rr other streets. 

61.865. Yon have one public-house in every seveii 
houses in that particular street?— Yos. Then I will 
take Dorset Streot. I do not take, these streets becansu 
they have more public-houses in them than other streets, 
bnt merely because where I do business is Rutland 
Square, and these streets I have named are the 
boundaries of the square. In Dorset Street there are 
146 houses, and of these 23 are licensed houses, or more 
than one in seven. The houses in this street are let to 
weekly tenants also. Then if I take Oapel Streot it 
contains 170 houses, of which 26 are licensed houses, 
or more than one in seven. I should mention that 
smongRt these licensed houses I liavo included a place 
called the Trades Council inasmuch ns they liavo a 
large bar there. Of course they call that the Trades 
Council Club, but actually it is a gigantic public-honso, 
kept of course for the trades that are members of tho 
club there. 

61.866. And not licensed F — Not licensed. 

61.867. (Lean Dickinson.) Is it open to the public ? — 

w snouu. ouuuhkp — - I du not think it is open to tho public, bnt a great many 

ceeding forty shillings for the second and any of the tradesmen go there to receive idle pay. When 

D d 3 


61.852. 1 mean it wonld complicate tho law lor tho 
publican to intcrpvob if ho bad to discriminate between 
13 and 16. It would add to his difficulties, would it 
not?— I suppose it would in some way add to his 
difficulties. 

61.853. How wonld he know in ono case whether a 
child was 13 and in tho other 16? Wonld not it bo a 
sufficient burden to throw on him to say, once for all, 
below 16 you shall servo nobody ? — I think that wonld 
be a bettor way still. 

61.854. I ane only nsking your opinion. Tho expres- 
sion “ consumption on” occurs in all the three Acts, if 
I mistako not ? — It does. 

61.855. Now as to tho minimum penalties in respect 
of the transgressions against the Licensing Acts. Do 
yon think they nro too low ? — 1 do. 1 think that the 

'^ing penalties for the protection of the revenue arc probably 
tv heavy enough, bnt it seems to be entirely revenue plus 
depravity. That with reference to the morals of the 
people, if tho publican offend in any way he in dealt 
with in a very mild maimer compared with what he is 
with reference to protecting the revenue. I think, for 
instance, that a fine of 10s. for celling to n drunken 
person or soiling to a child under 18 is not adequate 
punishment to a publi 1 T 


nnd I think it would be 
better to fix a minimum, becauao in theso coses it is 
the maximum that is fixed, and I think a substantial 
minimum sum should l»e fixed, not the maximum. 

61,856. With reference to tho sale of drink to chil- 
dren, wonld you see any other amendment ot the law 


to ho desirable in the way of knowingly allowing P— 
Yes. Thu Act of the 49th & 50th Viet..— the 1886 
Act, the last Act on tho subject— says : “ Every holder 
" o! a license, who knowingly soils, or allows any person 
" to sell, any description of intoxicating liquors to 
“ any person under tho ago of thirteen years for con- 
“ sumption on tho premises by any person under such 
“ ago as ilforosaid, shall bo liable to a penalty not ex- 
** ceeding twenty shillings for tho first offence, and not 
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they are idle they get paid through their trade societies 
that meet there," and 1 think they avail largely of the 
bar. 

61.868. [Chairman) Is there any other street ? — Then 
there is Townsend Street. This is a very poor locality 
indeed. Wo have a coH'ee-palacc in Townsend Street, but 
I nxn sorry to say we are very much outweighed by the 
number of publie-housos in the street. I think that that 
is a most unfair state of things. The people living in 
these streets are almost all hard-working people, and 
1 think it is very unfair that they should not have some 
voice in stating whether they would have this largo 
number of public -houses thrust on them or not. 

61.869. How do you think they should express that 
opinion? — I think it should bo by vote. I entirely 
believe in the people having the right to express their 
views on this subject, which enters more fully into tlic 
social life of the people than any other question wo can 
possibly imagine. 1 do not think it would be very 
difficult, now that we are having local government 
introduced into Ireland, when we shall have court tv 
councils and when the votes will even be extended and 
I believe peers and women will be allowed to vote, so 
that all will have a voice ill the matter. I do not think 
it will be very difficult to make arrangements so as to 
give the people a right to say whether they would have 
a public-house or not if the licensing authority — what- 
ever licensing authority may be appointed now on the 
Report of this Commission — should give permission to 
have a public-house. I think the people should have a 
right then to say whether they would have it or not. 

61.870. You do not think you can so constitute the 
licensing authority as that the working classes would 
be satisfied that they would have a care of their 
interests? — Unless the licensing authority was an 
elected body, I think it would not satisfy the people, 
and I do not think it would be very judicious to have 
such a licensing authority. 

61.871. Therefore yon would prefer the vote to be 
taken on every occasion P — On every occasion that a 
license for a new public-house was granted. I would 
allow the appeal from the licensing authority to the 
people. 

61.872. And in the case of a renewal? — That would 
be a different matter. I do not think I conld go so far 
a3 to say that the people ought to be allowed every 
time to say whether a license should be renewed or not 
— that is every year. 

61.873. The difficulty that arises there to my mind is 
that from your point of view you would saddle Dublin 
with au excessive number of publio-liousos for all time ? 
— No. 

61.874. Why not? — I have not said I would not make 
some change with reference to the existing number. 
I have only spoken of ne.w licenses that might be 
granted. 

61.875. You would restrict the existing number ? — I 
certainly would. 

61.876. How would you select thorn for extinction ? — 
In the first place 1 think that the publicans, like every 
one else, arc likely to over-estimate the value of their 
property, and if there is to lie compensation given for 
wiping out the excess of pnhlio-honsos, I would respect- 
fully suggest that a paper be submitted to each man 
holding a license, and that he set out in that paper 
what he considers the value of his interest in the 
license; that his value then so given by himself be 
sent in to the Chief Commissioner of valuation in 
Dublin, and that he pay all local taxes on this value 
besides the local taxes he pays on the value of the 
house, until such time as the legislature should devise 
a means to buy him one. When he is bought out, let 
him get the value he fixes on it, but in the meantime 
let him pay rates on it. Then the surplus rates over 
what he now pays on the value of his house, and what 
he would have to pay on the value of his license, might 
go to form a fund to buy up the licenses that would bo 
extinguished. 

61.877. I think this would be a convenient place for 
you to put in a return or state the eifoct of a, return 
with reference to the excessivo nnmber of licensed 
houses, not only in Dublin, but in other towns, and 
showing what would bo the proportion of licensed 
houses to population or to houses if there was to be 
some fixed ratio of proportion? — I have compiled this 
return with regard to the 11 corporate towns in Ireland, 
aud it shows the population ; the number of families, 


allowing five to each family ; the number of licensed 

houses; the number of families to each liceneud house, Jc 

and the number of licensed houses which there would ,tr<- 
be if one was allowed to each 100 families. 

61.878. Will you take Dublin for instance ? — I have 
compiled this from the Return presented to the House 
of Commons in May 1890. Dublin had 1,551 licensed 
houses with a population of 249,602. That divided bv 
5 gives 49,920 families. 

61.879. Your plan is to restrict the number of licensed r . . 

houses to oue for each 100 families ? — Yes. ' 

accorfc.- 

61.880. If that were carried out what would be the l ? P°I'— 
result in Dublin P— Dublin would have 499 licensed tion - 
houses instead of 1,551, and I think that that nnmber 
would bo fully sufficient for the requirements of the 

city. 

61.881. Then take Belfast ? — Belfast had 1,110 
licensed houses, and according to what I suggest it 
would have 416. 

61.882. Then take Waterford? — Waterford has 232, 
and according to. my plan it> would have 44. Then 
Clonmel has 113 licensed houses, and allowing one to 
each 100 families it would have 18. 

61.883. I suppose as a matter of fact in fixing the jjMebi 

Poor Law valuation the license is never taken into 
account P— No. ji ceBsi 

61.884. You think it ought to be ? — I do. I know 
myself from my own personal knowledge cases of houses 
in the city valued from 4QZ. to 50Z. for rating purposes 
which have been sold in the public market at from 
3.000Z. to 7,000Z., and what gives the value is decidedly 
the license. If the publicans claim property in their 
licenses as a vested interest as thoy do, i think the 
very least they ought to do, considering that there is a 
close connexion between pauperism and public-houses, 
is to pay rates towards maintaining the paupers thoy 
create. 

61.885. That is speaking from your point of view, hut 
they would not admit that? — We agree at all events 
that they are trying to set np a vested interest in this 
property, and I think if they have a vested interest in 
it they are bound to contribute to tho State and for 
local purposes. 

61.886. I am only objecting to the line of your argu- 
ment, when you say considering tho close connection 
there is between pauperism and public-houses P —Of 
course that is a matter of opinion. 

61.887. You would make them put a value on their 
own property, and in tho event of compensation, com- 
pensate them according to their own valuation p— Yes, 
but I would make them pay tho rates on it in tho 
meantime. 

61.888. Does tho bond fide traveller cause much trouble The 
in Dublin P — We luivo very few bond fide travellers howl fi- 
but very many bond fide drinkers in Dnblm on Sundays, travels 
I went down myself to Clontarf on a Sunday not many ®ome. 
weeks ago. I got there about half-paBt 12 and remained 

till abont haif-p;i3t 1. During that time 10 electric 
trams arrived, and 1 counted from these 10 trams the 
persons that got off the trams aud went towards one 
or other of the two public-houses that are on each side 
of Vernon Avenue, Clontarf, no less than 18G persons. 

61.889. Clontavf is in tlic closed district? — In tho 
closed district. It is the noi-theru sido of the city aud 
not within the metropolitan district. 

61.890. The metropolitan area which is exempted, I 
think, is very wide in the oaso of Dublin P — Very much 
so. I think the arrangement is very unfair to allow 
publicans in Rathmincs and Kingstown and other 
places in the metropolitan district to be opened and to 
close them in Clontarf. 

61.891. You went to Clontarf and you saw 10 trams 

arrive ? — Yes. , 

61.892. With what result? — I counted 186 persons, 
not one of whom, I believe, was a bond fide traveller, 
but camo down on the tram for tlie solo purpose of 
getting drink. On tho first tram that camo there were 
33 persons that got down and went towards one of 
the public-houses. This Vernon Avenno is just three 
miles from tho General Tost Office, Dublin. The next 
tram had 11 persons; that wa3 a single tram. Then 
tram No. 3 I counted 27. The next 38 persons, aud so 
on, but they began to be reduced, and tho last only 
had 8. It was coming towards the time when they 
would be open in the city. 
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6l i»r 3 ir T mmWhi W*. i? “'»* «» total „bl„ to 


say there were 1 BO of them. •* ■' ““i"*. 1 ,OIU *- ° ciock in the clay, until, perhaps. - 

fil ftO i t,™ j - j •. » , 7 ™, C ! 10 ev “ u 'ff- * fide traveller should be entitled 

61 ,8. 4. v\ hat time did it take to get from where the 1 , **“ refreshment, but then that refreshment should 

trams started to Uontarf?— About 12 minutes if so not ,J0 d| mk only. 

ouch, scarcdy 12. . 


mucu, stareuiy xa. (51 on- r , 

ftl bo, n . , . , „ 1 a , m n ° w dwelling on the hours during which 

td,8.U Did you see in the case of any of those people, the houses should ho opeued for bond fide travellers, 
who j >m soy wore not bomi fide travellers, any tost 'j;onld not the publican himself rather like a restriction 


know, but I did not see any person refused admission. P ubl j cans themselves at all events arc opposed to 
I spoke to the bead constable, aud lie told me that that s,lln<la y, closing, and I gather from that that as they are 
Sunday was nothing exceptional, that it was the same pPP°*» l to Sunday closing, they would be anxious to 
every Sunday of tho year. keep open. I tliiuk if thov arc anxious to keep open, 


Keep open. I think if thoy are anxious to keep open 

J&&^£&'SS£2£!£r 

there is one house known in Dublin os “ Nancy Hand’s. 1 ’ q 61 i 906 - You would not allow any houses, supposi 


theru is one house known in Dublin as “ Nancy Hand’s. 1 ’ 0 61 i 906 - You would not allow any houses, supposing 
The proprietress was a Nancy Hand. It, has since ° un( Jay closing prevaile.l all over Ireland, to be own 

C od into other bauds, and the name is Nolan. I , the roeoption of bond fide travellers P No, I should 

• a cutting hero from tho “ Evening Herald ” of the MOt- . f ' voulJ onl 7 «How properly constituted refresh- 


22nd January 1808, and the particulars run as follows • 
—‘■ Nancy Hand’s, Phoenix Park, open for bond fide 


ment houses to he opened. 


‘ travellers on Sundays; all drinks of the best quality 
" don’t forget ‘ Tho original Hole in the Wall ’ ; cyclists 
" woll catered for." Then he signs his name. 'l may 


61,907. Under the licensing magistrates or 
licensing authority, whatever it might be ? Yes. 


he signs his name, 'l may 61,908. I think you have already spoken abont what 


state I visited that piano last Sunday week in order to consider the undue extension of the Dublin 1 

see what tho catering he hod wns. I could get nothing Metropolitan Police District with reference to the I 
m the place except whisky or porter, or intoxicating exo “Plion from Sunday closing ?— Yes, I think that 1 


coffee, bnt be bad none. He said he kept none, but he compulsory all ovor Ireland, and that Dublin still 
intended to erect a place to supply it. continues one of the exempted cities, the right to open 

advertisement you do flowed™ to ^tond* to^ho dnf J m. °' aL'l 


ft r ^ « , their T »g ***** *> tbe ■»« »* go further ontS^XindSwSo? 
tW * Vi aT. 1 " th ® hr8t i P 1 t J unlc „ lt 13 a P roof Dublin than on the north ; that is, the townshina shnnli 
that what they want people to go there for is not as bo excluded altogether townships should 

ootm fide travellers bnt to drink. The groat induce- 
ment there is " All drinks of the best quality,” and the 


61,909. Do you wish to hand i 


only drink you get when you go is whisky or porter. reference w Dmt subject P— Yes. 
Tea should bo obtainable as well as the other. 61 Qin XV; n „„„ u— n_v 


. Tho legislature has chosen to say that a throe- 


i mile traveller is a bund fide traveller, with some con- Catholic Bishops of Ireland ; by 13 Protestant Bishops • 1 
di turns attached. What is to prevent the publican Moderator of tho General Assembly, the Vico i 

putting in an advertisement such os yon have described Pi'csiacnt ol the .Methodist Conference; by 15 of tho 
if you extend tho limit to seven miles?— There is V mo 7 ; . Members of Parliament 5 1,036 clergymen • 
nothing to prevent them doing it, but it would not ho -Mho magistrates ; 291 medical doctors; 207 poor-law 
so likely to 1x3 availed of merely to get a glass as the guardians and town commissioners ; and 1,717 merchants 


61 m Will yon state shortly by whom that memorial 


291 medical doctors ; 207 poor-law 

so likely to lie availed of merely to get a glass as tho guamiaus and town commissioners ; and 1,717 merchants 
house that is just throe miles. au “ employers, making a total of 4,336. 

61,899. Tho point of your objection is that thoy .®2.9ll. In favour of what specific thing ? — In favour 

ought, if thoy are bond fide travellers’ accommodation 0 Saturday early closing ovor the whole of Ireland 


houses, to soil something more than mere drink ? — eu tire Sunday closing. 

- • , 6U>12- 1 to»p.r.« C e md reli, 


... ... ... ,, , , . , , ox , via i suppose temperance and religious bodies 

61,900. Would you be in favour of closing the public- have passed similar resolutions ? — They have This 

houses during the entire day on Sunday, throughout memorial is also signed on behalf of 27 lar^e ™,hl,V 

Ireland? — Yoh. tho nnt.irn (lair Of (vm»-=n fW.m vka* meetino-s. nnd l.-_: s puuiu. 


Ireland? — Yes, tho entire day. Of course from what meetings, and temperance and religious bodies 
I say at the end of my evidence, in my suggestions it presenting thousands of people, 
will be found that I do not wish to deprive bond fide 61,913. As to occasional licenses ?— With ref«.» 
travellers os such or legitimate refreshment. As a to occasional licenses. 1 thfnk^the ^ 


travellers as such or legitimate refi-eshment. As a to occasional licenses r think " , - reie rencc- ■ 
boiitZ fide traveller myself 1 should like to get refresh- statute is worthy of kr ffitt ' 

raent, hut I am sorry to think, nnd m fact I know it and 26th Viet, cap 22, section 13 .mnovrm 
from having tried it, that it is very diflioult for Ecvenuc Authority, wherever they Should c^id^M 
auyouo not a drinker ofmtoxicants to get refreshments conducive to public convenience comfort fc 

m most parts of Ireland on Sunday in anything like and with tho consent in VSl°^ J. n 7 M- 


m most parts of Ireland on Sunday in anything like and with the content Tn writdnr’of t wain’s tices Ml 
a reasonable way. Publio-honscs do not supply legi- peace, and so on, to grant an occasional wn 

^ l ?? to refreshment other than drink; and it seems as I think granting a license for the sale 
if mtoxieatiug drink is the only refreshment a bond fide drink atan Irish fair is j as 5kS to "if 
tmve lenstcget. , order as mattering a handful of coppers Zw, 


61,901. They should act up to their own name of ® cbocd boys would he to contribute to order in a echoed. 


licensed victuallers, and sell victuals aa well as drink P The very idea of coming to the conclusion that oivintr 
—I think so. drink to our people at fairs and markets would contribute 


61,902. Having closed the houses all through Ireland Tnuar i fii^n?lJ ;0 nf^° W | t ^- a,: wbooyQr grouts the 

. the Sunday, would you allow a bond fide traveller, or wUh^nt a oldens 7 ,gaoraafc of 0Qr People 


I 5_H ossuming him to be suoh, to knock np a publican at 

*' any hour for tho purpose of obtaining refreshment P — j.j ' *• The statute retjnired the consent in writing 

No, I would not. 1 ao not think that would he reason- ? ld not > °' r fifi ro justices of the peace ? — It is one 
able. The railway companies of course provide for justice now. That section I have read will require the 
their stations, and I think 'I would allow them consent in writing of two justices, 
up to 7 or 8 o’clock, if thoy wonted, to demand 61,915. And a subsequent statute declared tw „„„ 
refreshment. justice was enough?— ^es. aeclared that one 


61,903. At present he is entitled to knock up the 
publican at any hour ? — Ho is. 


61,918. Wlywo, th«tP-Tom»ke it Mill mm — 
to get at, I presume. v 


61,904. You would restrict him to certain definite 61,917. Why was that neccsaarv 7 T ti, 

mrs in the afternnen either 1 to 4 or 2 to 5. would English nraotico was T-rry : 1 rappow.the 


hours in the afternoon, either 1 to 4 or 2 to 5, would English practice was thought to be a „ n „,i ® ® 

that meet your view ; that tho publican should only be to follow P— Yes, probably it was from that TJris 
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Mr. power, in my hamblo judgment, is very much abused by the violently intoxicating drinks, snob as whisky, brandy 




license for 
a total 
abstinence 


nndgin, but merely Inter, and porter, and drinks of J. Cor 

that sort, and these, of course, I should make ' 

six-day licenses also. Then I would have an hotel 
license, such os you liaTe in England, but which we do 
not know of in Ireland, by wlnoh I would allow no 
public bar . I would not have a public bar in the 
hotel, but I would allow them to supply the people 
legitimately stopping there and people who might go 
there to have their meals, but I would not allow a bar 
for the use of the public to drive a trade against the 
ordinary publican. 

„ 4 „ . . 61,927. Would nil those licenses be on -licenses only ?— 

have a copy of the letter if the commission wish to hear Tea. Then I. would have the ordinary grocer’s license, i- ’ 
it. He remonstrated with the police, but they told him as we understand it, but I would allow him to have no " ase ' 
they could nob interfere ; that the publican hud got an drink for sale on draught. Everything he sold should 
occasional license from a magistrate, and they had be sold iu a sealed bottle or properly enclosed vessel, so 
looked at tho license and did not even know the that a party wishing to buy his groceries could do it 
magistrate who signed it. there; could order his dozen of stout or half-pint of 

61,919. Has any further alrase sprung np of not whisky for tho use of the household without goiugto 
only having one local justico to sign, but^ that one tae public-house. 

61,928. That concludes your licenses P — These would 
be the licenses. 


the magistmtes. 

61,918. Have you known cases where in the case of a 
•l Mar '9 8 ^ ota ) abstinence excursion on occasional license has 
been given for sale on the ground where they them- 
selves were advocating the principles of total abstin- 
ence? — Yes. The Dublin Coffee Palace, which was 
got up by the Dublin Total Abstinence Society, gave an 
excursion some years ago to Drumvee. in tbe county 
Meath. Whon they arrived at their destination they 
found a public-house almost in fulL swing outside the 
grounds an tberoad. Tbe lion . secretary. Mr. Wilson Fair, 
wrote a letter to the papers the following day, and I 


justico not residing in tho patty sessional division 
where the application is mode?- — Yes, and Dublin 
Castle found it necessary, in the year 187-1, to is3ao 
a letter to all the magistrates of Ireland with reference 
to that very practice. This letter appears in Mr. 


61,929. Would you make a regulation as to tho p t0(rfir , 
proportion that the on-licenses should bear to tbe ofo«- 


Sargent's book, which is a book on the licensing laws population P— Yes, I think they certainly should not lice.*: 
specially prepared for Irish solicitors, and if you will exceed one for every 100 families. I think if the publican popilr’. 
allow me I will read tho letter. ' has t? live respectably, he ought to have at least 100 

. , . ,, , .... , families to keep his house. 

61,920. Perhaps you will tell us what it is, or read 1 

the pertinent part of the letter? — The point of it is 61,930. Further than that, I am right in saying, from Die 
this, that it had come to [the knowledge of the autho- your evidence, you would put all these licenses liccniii 
rities that magistrates not acting within petty sessional exclusively and absolutely under the control of tho author.;, 
districts were iu tho habit of granting licenses outside licensing authority? — Yea, give them full and absolute 
their own districts, and they were forbidden to do it in control over them, and the licensing authority, I should 
future. That is the substance of the letter. suggest, would be tho county court judge, the stipen- 

diary magistrate, and the chairman of the new county 
council. 


61,921. Do you think it would be an improvement to 
go back to tho two justices and enact that they should 
sit in a public court P — Yes, I think that the magis- 
trates in a petty sessions should he applied to for theso 
occasional licenses. Of course there might be some 


some districts where this would without any certificate. 


circumstances a 

be very inconvenient, and probably the resident 
trato, or it might ho the county inspector, might tuon 
bo empowered in those cases to grant them. 

61.922. I am now coming to your suggestions, ami 
first of all you would divide tho licenses into classes? — 
1 would. At the present time there arc very many 
licenses, some of which, of course, I would not at all 
interfere with, lmt I would divide the retail licenses 
into five different classes. 

61.923. Will you state thorn? — First, tho pnblic- 
lio’jso licenses for tho sale of spirits and other alcoholic 
liquors. All theso licenses I would make six-day 
licenses only, and I would make it imperative on the 
licensee to have proper refreshments — prepared or cooked 
food— for sale, but I would allow him to sell no groceries, 
ten or sugar, or anything of that sort — noSiing but 
these drinks and prepared or cooked food. 

61.924. Do yon think you could bring about thnt 
change in tho existing state of feeling in Dublin ? — I 
think it would be possible to do it. No doubt it would 
cause some considerable inconvenience, but I think it 
would be possible to do it. 

61.925. Then secondly, you would have a refreshment 


61 ,931. What do you say to wholesale wine and spirit Wbls- 
licenses? — I think they should be left to the magistrates licence, 
at petty sessions, or to the Inland Do venae authorities, 


61.932. You would not cave whether they were left to 
the. Excise or the magistrates P —No, the wholesale 
business does not affect tho people ; it is the retailers 
that have to do with the people. 

01.933. You have stated what you would snggeBt as 
the licensing court, namely, tbo county court judge, 
tho connty inspector of police, and the chairman of 
the county council? — No, not tho county inspector of 
police. I would substitute the stipendiary magistrate proposi 
for the connty inspector, ancl in addition tho county liceusfej 
court judgo and tho chairman of tho new county author 
council. 1 think yon would have all parties repre- 
sented. The people would be represented by the 
chairman of the county council, and the stipendiary 
magistrate is the person primarily responsible for the 
peace of the district, and the county court judge is a 
crown appointment, but it is permanent. lie is an 
independent official when in that position , and I think 
between those three they ought to know the 
requirements of tho district. 

61.934. The court so constituted would deni with tho 
grant, renewal, and transfer of all lioenses ? — Entirely. 

61.935. You are a legal gentleman. Do you agree Stipe#* ! 
house license ? — Yes. I do not mean the refreshment with the opinion that the word “ stipendiary ’’ docs not magis- 
house as at present constituted by Act of Parliament, include a resident magistrate at present? — We t""" 1 
but I would give a refreshment house license. I would generally call onr magistrates resident magistrates, 
not »Uowtb.liMni™toh»™ »pjWiob f v,tal jncr.ly. 61,936. But u regard* tho iato-pret.tioa of tin 
supply lira Any pereopo taking thoir dmnor or rofro.h. ,t,t„to ?_No, a .tipendinry magistral. and. resident 

require drmk, and I would wu^latruto are not tho sank 
allow them to bo supplied from that bar, but I would 
not allow drink to be sold there as a beverage except 
with food. 


e could 


61.937. There is no such thing as a stipendiary 
magistrate ? — Really not. It is in the English statute, 
and the word as used is applied to Ireland as meaning 
a resident magistrate, and it is the same as resident 
magistrate. 

61.938. It is doubtful whether that Act with the 

uwuora, j. uuiuh. lu „ UU1U uo a uuuu uuug u. nc uuuiu. w °rd “stipendiary’' would apply to resident tnagis- 
introduce tho drinking of beir, instead of tho drinking trntes ?— -It is doubtful. Tho resident magistrate is tbe 
oE whisky into Ireland, and with that object properly P er8011 1 intended to mention. ( 

instituted and docontly got up houses at a certain valua- 61,939. Whatwould yon do with temporary transfers? Tera jff 

d allow a beerhouse license too, but not to sell —I would leave them to tho magistrates. tnta» 

The witness withdrew. 

Adjourned for a short time. 


61,926. Would you give them seven-day licenses ? — 
A certain number of those in each district I would 
allow a seven-day license so as to meet the requirements 
of the bond fide traveller. Then with regard to beer 
liceuscs, I think it would be a good thing if — 


tion, I would a! 
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Mr. 

Ctr t 


The Lord Windsor in the Chair. 


Dr. J. E. Kerry called in and examined. 



61.940. I Lord Windaor.) You are, I believe, the 
Coroner for the city of Dublin P — Yes. I have occupied 
that position for seven years next July. 

61.941. Previously to that wlint were you? — I had 
occupied tho position or dispensary medical officer for 
nine years on tho North Quay. Tliat was my earliest 
appointment; ivnd subsequent to that I was visiting 
surgeon to the North Dublin Union, and finally became 
the Coroner. Those positions were all three in succession 
one to the other. 






lipacr 

iter- 

ates. 


*%of 




01.942. In those capacities, I suppose, you became 
intimately acquainted with the habitations of tho people ? 

Very intimately, in a manner that nobody else not 

similarly situated could do. Tho dispensary doctor 
gets to the inmost recesses of the family life. He sees 
it at all times anil in all its phases. 

61.943. What was tho class which yonr attention was 
more specially directed to ? — The working class, espe- 
cially the poorly paid amougst tho working class. 
Artisans very frequently belonged to the clubs, and 
would not oomo under my supervision so much, but 
where the dispensary officer would have to attend is in 
the ease of persons who do not belong to a class that 
would earn at least 30s. to 21. a week. 

61.944. You also, I think, sat for nine years as a 
Member of Parliament ? — 1 was a Member of Parliament 
for nine or ten years. I last sat for the College Green 
Division of the City of Dublin, which includes my old 
dispensary district and the North Union Workhouse. 

61.945. So that you would naturally have an intimate 
knowledge of the poorer classes throughout tho entire 
City of Dublin P— If I had not liad a previous know- 
ledge, 1 should have got it from my constituents, but 
1 am known pei-sonnlly to a great number of them in 
the College Green Division, and I had attended many 
of them. 

61,940. I should like to itsk yon what were your views 
upon tho temperance question originally? — I was a 
very strong temperance advocate. I have always 
preached r.ho doctrine about the dangers of drinking 
alcohol evon in small qmuititios. I hold strong views 
about tho use of alcohol and ns to tho abuse of it. I 
hold what everyone holds, that it is a terrible thing. 
I was for the greater portion ol' my life practically a 
teetotaler, and have carried out practically my own 
views in my own life; that is, that young men should 
not use alcohol at all. and us they get on to middle life 
they may without danger use a small quantity. 

61.947. (Mr. Caine.) Have yon got into middle life ? 
—I am sorry to say I am a little beyond it. 

61.948. (Lord Windsor.) Do you attribute all the 
evils of drink to the public-houses ? — Before niy ex- 

S ience commenced I was inclined to attribute 
nkenness very largely to tho existence of public- 
houses. 

61,949. When yon became a dispensary doctor, had 
yon any reason to change your view? — My observa- 
tions, and tho position I first occupied, namely, that of 
disjiensary doctor, made mo very rapidly change my 
opinion on that. I bad not previously had that know- 
ledge of the inner lifo of tho poor I then acquired, 
aud gaining that, knowledge mnda me change my 
views. 

61,950. What now do you attribute it to ? — As far as 
Dublin is concorncd, and as far as I can judge from my 
experience of Cork as well — it consists only of visiting 
some of the poor districts during election times, and 
in a similar way 1 saw Galway canvassing during 
Parliamentary elections — but ns far as Dublin is con- 
cerned the largest factor in the production of the 
drinking liabitB of tho poor (so far as that accusation 
lies against them at all of being given to it in an extra 
degree) is tho hard conditions of their life, especially as 
to their dwellings. 

61,951. What is the condition of their booses ?— 1 The 
conditions are these. Dublin, to a greater degree than 
any city with which I am acquainted, consists of tene- 
ment dwellings formed in this way. They were houses 
built for one family originally in certain districts, and 
u 98449. 


yon can go for lialf-a-mile in a straight line of such -Dr. J. E. 
streets as I speak of in which every house was originally Kenny. 

built to accommodate one family, with all appurtenances 

suitable to one family, but in a great many cases they are 4 Wa F 98 
not places in accordance with modern ideas at all. ' 

They uro falling into dilapidation and have become 
tenement dwellings, and every room in them accom- 
modates its family. It is obvious that a house which 
originally was meant to accommodate outs family, even 
if it were properly constructed, conlrl not bear the 
strain of a family m each room without groat modern- 
ising, and no such modernising process has taken 
place, l'hoyaro intensely dirty from tho fact that it 
is impossible to keep them clean. They were originally 
ill-coustructed and have fallen rapidly into dilapidation, 
and such a tiling as family life, us we understand it, is 
quite impossible under such conditions. Social inter- 
course ol men with men is impossible ; all the functions 
of life aro carried on in one room, and it is quite im- 
possible that a man could introduce of au evening, 

After his work, his friend into such a room, for his wife 
and family would be perhaps, some going to bed and 
others preparing to go to rest. 

61.952. Aro tho Corporation nt present taking up 
this question? — They have of lato years made great 
strides in that direction, but they have met the wants 
not of the lowest stratum of the working classes, but of 
a stratum perhaps two or three degrees above it. They 
have rather met the wants of the artisans and of that 
class than of the labouring class. The labourers are 
scarcely tonebed an yet by their exertions, which are 
extremely laudable, and 1 believe they will be carried 
out further. The class to which I specially refer are 
so poor, their work is so precarious, and even when they 
get regular work they are so poor that they could not 
afford to pay more than 2s. a week, or Is. 6 d. a week. 

That would be a fair rent to expect from them ; hut 
there avo no tenement dwellings in the houses to which 
I refer at all to bo had for that sum unless yon go to 
the most dilapidated of all, and they are greatly over 
rented. Tho rooms which ure charged such sums as I 
have spokeu of are not lit to honse dogs or pigs, or any 
of tho lowov animals oven. 

61.953. What is tho average number of families 
would you say living in these tenements ?— A low 
average is six families per house. There is no house of 
which I speak, which is not a six-roomed house; but 
there are mauy of thoin I have visited in which there 
are 16 or 18 rooms — older houses belonging to a period 
of 70 yenra ago— and I have found n family in every 
room and sometimes lodgers taken in. 

61.954. As many ns 16 families in one bouse? — Yes. 

There are instances even boyond that; bnt at this 
present minute there are houses with 16 or 17 rooms. 

61.955. Naturally they are very insanitary ?— insanitary 
Extremely insanitary, and I am sorry to think they condition*, 
have been rendered more insanitary by an effort to 

make thorn sanitary. Some years ago a Commission 
sat in Dublin to inquire into the question of the 
death rate, and one of tho panaceas adopted was to 
introduce waterclosets. Now a watercloset is a 
luxury, but it is one of those things you must look 
after carefully if you do uot want to make it an evil, 
and in a tenement honse a watercloset becomes a 
dangerous evil, because they never keep them in order, 
and, moreover, the watercloset is in tho house. The 
older arrangement was a privy at the end oT the yard. 

That is insanitary in the sense of being unsightly and 
perhaps smelling badly, but they did not endanger the 
Jives of those in tho houses, because the emanations 
went into the air and not through the house as from 
a watercloset, and I am sorry to think that that effort 
to improve these houses has boon a failure and a disaster 
rather than otherwise. 

61,956- In your opinion, do their conditions of life 
tend to drive people to the public-house ? — I think it is 
quite impossible that they should uot have that tendency. 

'They must necessarily have that tendency. It would 
begin not with the tendency to drink, but that which 
drives people to the public -house is the absence of home 
comforts, and the possibility of social intercourse to 
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Dr.J.E. which. X refer. That drives them into the public-lionse 
Kenny, for social intercourse with their fellows, that being the 

only place where there is anything like warmth or 

4 May ’i)8 comfort, where they can sit at night in a climate like 

oars. If a man wants to meet his fellows he cannot 

invite them to his room, and the only place he can go 
to is the public-house. 

Conduct of &l JUfl. What is yonr opinion from your experience 

public- 0 f tlle wa y ^ which the public-houses are conducted P — 

bouses. | think they are very well conducted. I think those 

that are ill-conducted form an exceedingly small per- 
centage of the whole. I think the publican’s interest 
is distinctly, as far aB I can observe, to conduct his 
house well. Great evils fall upon him if he does not, 
but they seem to me to be very well conducted taking 
all in aU. 

Workmen’s 61 ,958. Then X will pass on to the question of work- 
clubs. men’s clubs? — Until recent years there was very little 
done in the way of workmen’s clubs in Dublin. There 
are a couple of old-established workmen’s clubs which 
are beneficial to the working classes. There is one on 
Wellington Quay called the Dublin Working Men’s 
Club, and another in Capel Street, which is practically 
the Trades Hall. Those are tolerably old institutions, 
and well conducted, and some do a great deal of good ; 
but six or seven years ago a wave of bogus clubs seemed 
to como over the city, and they did incalculable evil. 
They were not clubs in any true seuse of the word. 
They were got up merely by persons who could 
scrape a few pounds together, ana who got a few friends 
into a room, called it a club, asked their friends to join 
as members, generally without any payment whatever, 
but if there was any payment it was quite a small one. 
That ceased after the first time, and they introduced 
universally their friends without any club regulations 
into theso places, and made them simply illicit public- 
houses. They became illicit public-house3 in the worst 
sense. 

Results cf 61,959. Do you know of serious cases that have re- 
drinking suited from drinking in these clubs ? — I do. In 

in clubs. 1893, I think it was, my attenbiou was first directed to 

them in a case which came before mo officially. It 
was the case of a man found hanging in his room. 
The evidence showed that, lie hanged himself while 
suffering either from excessive drinking or delirium 
tremens. I could not make out exactly which lie had. 
hut the evidence in that case came out quite accident- 
ally. The poor widow said that he had gone to Mr. 
So-and-so’s public-house in the neighbourhood, and 
was refused drink there ; and had gone to another and 
boon refused, and then she said ho went to the club and 
got drink there. Then I asked where the club was. and 
1 found it was down a blind alley, in a most unsanitary 
and dilapidated dwelling, and it consisted of a room or 
two rooms, one oil' tho other, and there was no restric- 
tion whatever for admission to it. bhe described 
having been there on a Sunday often, and said that 
she had seen the hall full of people, women aud children, 
with , /ins in their hand:, waiting to get served in their 
turns with porter or whatever drink they wanted. 
Then X got other witnesses in my eonrt who proved to 
me that they had been admitted into this club, without 
nny restrictions whatever ; that simply a friend met 
them, and they went in, and in most cases tho friend 
was not n member, but ili he was ho hacl not taken one 
alone in, but half-a-dozen in to drink with him, and 
they could drink there as long as they pleased, 
llogns 61,960. Did you direct tlie attention ol' the police to 

clubs this club P — I’ did, and immediately prosecutions fol- 
stauipcd lowed, and thou the whole matter was enquired into, 
out iu and I think latterly there are very few bogus clubs in 

Dublin. Dublin. I think they have been stamped out very 

- largely. 

01.961. Ton think there are very lew now existing? 
— X think very few, and carried on necessarily now in 
such a way as not to arrest the attention of the 
authorities to them. X regarded them as really 
Daunting the authorities in tho way they carried on 
their business, and they did not seem to care. They 
took no precautions apparently. How, if they exist, 
they mast take precautions, and not flaunt tho police 
officers, but there are no prosecutions going on at the 
present moment. At least I do not hear of them. 

61.962. Do you think that the present power of the 
police is sufficient to deal with these bogus clubs P — 
I think quite sufficient. 

61.963. (Jfr. Ouinr.) What was the nature of the 
prosecution. Was ic prosecuted as a shebeen? — For 


the illicit sale of drink. I forget the terms of the Dr j e 
prosecution. 

61.964. Why do you cull it a club ; it was simply a ■ — - 
shebeen ? — They called it a club. They called ic the 
Denmark Street Club. It was in an alley off Denmark 
Street. Denmark Street is a dilapidated street, and this 

was a dilapidated alley, and I think it was called the 
Denmark Street Olub. 

61.965. It was purely a bogus club P — Yes. 

01.966. And immediately oil prosecution it collapsed? 

— It collapsed completely. There was no defence. 

61.967. Have these clubs disappeared from Dublin ? 

— Very largely. 

61.968. They are easily dealt with if the police mean 
business?— They are, very easily. T believe there is 
power for the police to deal with them at present. I am 
very jealous of affording more power to the police. Mr. 

Field aud I bad a Bill when I was iu the House, with 
reference to clnbs, for the purpose of generally estab- 
lishing workmen’s clubs, to try and suppress nb initio 
the evils which flow from bogus clubs, that is to say, to 
encourage the formation of workmen’s clnbs, but destroy 
tho possibility of a bogus club. Wo never got it to a 
second reading, of couise. 

61.969. ( Lord Windsor.) Do you think it would en- III- 
courage the respectability of the inhabitants, taking comlocw: 
Dublin from your experience, if the public-houses were public- 
confined to the best conducted P — I think any ill- housn. 
conducted public-house is a very great evil and should 

not he allowed to exist, and a public-house, as I take it, 
is this : it is a house ol' entertainment conducted, and 
must necessarily he conducted, under certain restric- 
tions; those restrictions ai-e very good restrictions, 
and necessarily, I say, that if the conditions are not 
fulfilled, I think the public-house should be closed, 
because then I think it would become an evil, which I 
do not think it is uow. 

61.970. Then within your experience as Coroner do Corona 
you think that a largo proportion oE the deaths coming cases *i 
under yonr cognizance are directly due to drink P — Ho. to drink. 
A por-centage of them are. undoubtedly. I have kept, 

not officially but for my own instruction, and for use 
hereafter, registers of my own. aud I have gone over 
those registers, and T. find that I have held si uce I was 
appointed coroner, 1,7:18 inquests, and I have inquired 
into 1,020 other eases besides, though I did not think 
inquests necessary. Out of those cases in which I held 
tbo inquests, l found 34 cases iu which the death was 
distinctly attributable to drink, and six in which the 
evidence was doubtful hub leant distinctly to the side 
of drink being the cause. I would like to define what 
I mean by that. I am speaking now, you will under- 
stand, not of the verdicts. Juries do not like, when 
they can help it, to append to their verdicts that drink 
was the cause of death. They think it casts a slur ou 
the dead and on the relatives. Whenever they can 
avoid it they do so, hut with reference to the verdicts 
recorded I would not be at liberty, aB coroner, to put, 
in drink as the verdict, but in my own note of tho cases 
where I believed drink was the cause, though tho 
jury might not have found a verdict that drink was the 
cause, I have included every case in which the evidence 
showed that. For instance, such a ease as this : a man 
in charge of a horse and cart; it is proved he has taken 
drink and lie falls oft' the cart, and tho wheel goes over 
him and ho is carried into tbo hospital dead: or a 
woman goes to bed who is known to have been drinking 
the night before, and the child is l'onnd smothered in 
tho bed beside her in the morning. Those, in my 
opinion, are deaths directly due to drink, and I 
include those cases, and the number is what X tell 
you. There are only 34 in which it was distinctly 
proved that drink was the cause in that sense, and 
six which, although doubtful, I think ought also to he 
included. 

01,971. W ere you able to trace in any one of these 
cases specially where the drink came from ? — I made 
every endeavour to do so iu all cases, aud I shall con- 
tinue to do so, but I have never been able to satisfac- 
torily find out. It ban been an exceedingly difficult 
thing to do. The witnesses you liavo to deal with are 
very shifty. They are poasilily tainted with tlie vice 
thcmsolves, and they will not give their friends away, 
and I have found it impossible to fix what I call the 
guilt — for I think it is a very guilty act to give drink 
to a man uudor the iuiluenee of drink — I have never 
been able to fix one ease in a legal sense. I have had 
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strong suspicions of certain public-houses that the man 
had got drink there when under the influence of drink, 
but I have never been able to fix a single case in which 
it was brought home so thut you could found a 
prosecution on it. 

61,072. hi ot drink served by the publican? — 1 have 
never been able to prove that in one case a drunken 
man. or a man under the influence of drink even short 
of drunkenness, was given drink in any of these eases 
by a publ ican. I have never been able to fix that, though 
I have bad my suspicions of a house from Borne cases, 
but, not a very largo number. 

61,973. I do not want to pass over anything of im- 
portance, but I will come on now to the suggested earlior 
closing of public-houses on Saturday night f — I do not 
think that that will meet the ovil of drink at all, the 
public-houses are opsu from seven in the morning till 
eleven at night for six days a week, and from two to seven 
on Sundays; that is 101 hours. Now, assuming that tho 
evil of drink arises from the existence of pnblic-houses 
it seems to mo a ridiculous and inadequate remedy to 
curtail them two hours on Saturdays and Sundays, that 
is to ent four hours off 101 hours. As regards the 
earlier closing ou Saturday I am awaro there is a reason 
given why they should be olosed (but as far as Dublin 
is concerned it does not seem to me to apply) — that is, 
the payment of wages. Wages arc not paid by the large 
employers, generally speaking, on. Saturdays. They aro 
paid mostly on Fridays. It is true that a good number of 
small employers, that is persons who have a few 
employees, will poy on Saturday, but if so they are paid 
eariy m the day, aud not late at night on Saturday. 
Therefore I do not think that what ia alleged to bo the 
reason why tho public-houses should bo closed on Satur- 
days more than any other really applies, inasmuch as 
wages are not generally paid on that day ; but as to the 
adequacy of tho remedy whether wages are paid on that 
day or not, if the evil arises from the public-houses then 
it is an absolutely inadequate and a ridiculous remedy. 

61,97+. Then with reference to Sunday closing P — 1 
am totally opposed to Sunday closing. I think seeing 
the conditions of life of tho poor to which I have refeiTod. 
aud that this rofers ns well to people of a better clnsa 
than more labourers, the artisans themselves, and even 
the small shop-keeping class, it would be a hard thing 
for them if they wished to get drink on Sunday, that 
they should not. he allowed to get it ; and whether they 
have three hours or five hours in whioli to do ibl do not 
think it makes the smallest difforonoo. A person who 
wants to drink will drink as much in three hours as if 
the Siile were spread over five hours if he has tho pre- 
disposition to do it. 

01.975. Then with regard to the bond fide traveller P 
— I have been also puzzled to know where he comes 
from. It scorns to mo an absolute absurdity — the bond 
fide traveller. It seems to me absurd to call a parson 
who goes into the country to take a walk a bond fide 
traveller. I think tho liumu ought to be done away 
with and that ho ought to be called an excursionist. A 
man who takes a little excursiou in tho country ought 
to bo allowed to get refreshment if he wants it. 

61.976. Would you be inclined to extend the present 
limit P— I am rather disposed to extondthe limit a little 
bit, but viewing it from that point of view I do not hold 
any very strong opinions on it. If a man goes three or 
four miles in the country he wants refreshment as much 
as if ho went five or six miles, and it is exceedingly 
difficult to draw the line, but he ought not to be called 
a traveller at all. 

61.977. (Mr. Caine.) Would not that logically take 
you to unrestricted Sunday sale ? — Certainly. I always 
like to face tho logical consequences, and I think it does 
bring it to that, to an excursionist. 1 am referring 
to large centres of population. It is not necessary 
in tho country. 

61.978. Does not that logically lend you to the opening 
of public-houses on Sunday for something like tho same 
number of hours as upon week-days? — Not necessarily 
to keep them open. You get in by knocking and 
declaring yourself an excursionist. You need not keep 
the pnbUc-house open at all. That admits those in the 
neighbourhood if you open tho public-house. 

61.979. You still keep tho bond fide traveller restric- 
tion ? — Yes, bu t under what is the real name for it. It 
is no use giving a name that does not attach to it 
at all. 


61.980. (Lord Windsor.) With reference to the prose* n. j p 
cation of tbe maid fide traveller ? — I have no personal Kentw. 

knowledge, but I have seen in newspapers reports of ; 

cases, and, as I have understood them, they have con- 4 jjhr 'os 
veyed this impression to my mind, that it has always — ‘ — 

been the publican who has been prosecuted, but in very Prosocti- 
few cases the bond fide traveller, or the gentleman who tions of 
tnms out not to be a bond fide traveller. :md who has noli fide 
given false information. 1 think it is throwing too much travellers, 
on the pablican to say to him, “ You must bo cognisant 

that A. B. lives three miles fromyou,” ami if A. B. comes 
and says “ I do live more than tlirco miles from you,'' 
under that clause, as I understand it at present, he lius 
to know that that is an untruth, and that the man lives 
ouly two and three-quarter miles away, and yon expect 
the publican to know that. The man making the repre- 
sentation is the party f would prosecute, and I would 
throw the onus of proof on his shoulders to show than 
the pablioan knew who he was. 

61.981. 1 come now to the remedies you suggest for Remedies 
excessive drinking. Perhaps you will kindly take them for 

in tho order you have given them in your precis ? — I excessive 
have spoken of Dublin as to the dwellings o.' the poor drinking, 
being the main cause of drinking in that city. I will >• Belter 
confess this, chat if I lived under the conditions in housing, 
which I know the poor of tho city of Dabliu live, mid 
such largo numbers of them — in fact a good proportion 
of the city of Dublin lives under the conditions I 
referred to — I am very much afraid, though I have 
never cared for alcohol, that I should turninto something 
very like a tippler before tho end of my life. Improv- 
ing tho dwellings of tho poor would be my first remedy. 

But there is beyond that ihe question of education. 

Compulsory education ought to be enforced in Dublin ; 2. Com- 
it is not enforced there, and a large number of tlie pulsory 
younger generation is growing up without instrnc- education, 
tion, and so far as one can predict their future it must 
be a melancholy prediction. They aro growing up into 
street-corner boys and prostitutes, a great number of 
them, and thieves, nominally employed by their parents 
in some trivial employment in the streets, but in reality 
thieves, whereas the Compulsory Education Act would 
clear them off into the schools and give them a chance. 

I do not believe that reading and writing will do every- 
thing, but it will give them a chance in life. Those 
creatures have no chance in life because they have not 
the first instruments of gaining a livelihood, and T 
would give them a chance in this way. If it does not 
do everything — and 1 am perfectly awore it does not — 
it will go a considerable way in that direction. That 
iB the first thing .1 ..would recommend, that is to say, a 
very rigid enforcement of the Oompulsory Education 
Act. The Act of 1892 is so imperfectly worded, that 
the Corporation — they aro not to blame for that — have 
never been able to put it into execution, because they 
have no moans under the Act of paying the Inspectors. 

The Act was very badly drawn, so that it failed in 
Dublin, and an Act is wanted immediately to amend it 
in that particular, so as to make it operative. 

61.982. It is not the fault, in your opinion, of tho 
authorities, but of the Act itself P— I think not. They 
seem very willing and actually went, about to take the 
first steps for appointing a school committee ; but when 
they came to see how they could carry out the Acs 
there was nothing in it to enable them to levy a tax. 1 
have a very strong opinion on that. That is the first 

thing to be done. The next in order would be the 3. Formn- 
formation of real workmen’s clubs. My point is that if tion of real 
the public-house is an evil it is an evil because it has no workmen's 
competitor, and you want to have something in dubs, 
competition ; one of the things would be bond filth 
workmen’s clubs under proper regulations, and with such 
powers of visiting on the part of the police as might bo 
deemed jnst under the circumstances without interfering 
with tho liberty of the subject, or without having any 
extra privileges that might be misused. I do not say 
the police would misuse them, but they ought to bo of 
that character that they could not be misused. 

61.983. That would include all clubs, I suppose, not 
only working men's clubs P — Yes, whatever regulations 
you make for workmen’s clubs, you must make general 

for every club. The next, I think, in order is this : There ^-Libraries, 
are three or four libraries in Dublin, but they do not at reading- 
all meet the great want. I think there ought to be an rouuw * &c - 
extension of reading-rooms and lecture-rooms, and I 
am very strong on this subject, that in a climate like 
ours, and it applies as much to England as to Ireland, 
except that we have more rain with us, we Have no 
pi aces of resort whatever on a rainy night. But the 
Ee 2 
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workman wants to get some exercise or recreation after 
a day’s work, and he has no place nt present. Even if 
lie had a club it would not answer the purpose in 
summer weather. There are no covered spaces in the 
nature of wiutcr gardens, not necessarily very elaborate 
winter gardens, but I suppose they might l>e originally 
u public, square which might bo covered in or roofed 
over and have open sides to it, and in that coffee stands, 
and so on. might lie erected for those who liked to use 
them. There they could meet each other in the fresh 
air and under cover from tho weather. On a grcaLer 
number of nights with us there is more or less rain. 
There are tnoro wot nights tliatt dry nights, and on a 
wet night a man is confined either to his room with his 
family about him, or he gravitates into the public* 
house. If ho has no club ho must go to a public-house 
or must stay at. home. I hold a strong opinion on this, 
that the local body ought, under the Local Government 
Act, to have power to pi ovide such places os these. 

61,984. 1 suppose that would be a municipal thing 
paid for out of tho rates? — Certainly. I would have no 
objection to private individuals doing it, but if private 
enterprise does not; do it or private charity, it ought to 
l>o tbo duty of tho community to do it. I have spoken 
of the tenement dwellings, bat there is one point I 
have not montioued, and that is that it ought not to 
lie possible under the law for a tenement to be let 
without provision for tho separation of the sexes. 
In most of theso tenement, dwellings to which I 
refer thero is no possibility of it. You have a man 
and his wife and growing daughters and sons, and 
there is no possibility of tne separation of the sexes in 
thoso dwellings. No tenement ought to be lot which 
has not provision for that. I have seen it carried out 
by a private individual in Dublin, and he did it well, 
and told me he made money out of it. I saw in my 
old dispensary experience one side of a tenement street 
in which a gentleman who sought more than merely 
to drag the rent out of Ilia tenements, set about it, and 
he, even with tho poor facilities at bis disposal, mndo 
exceedingly oomfortablo tenement dwellings out of 
those houses, in which he did make a provision (in- 
sufficient it is true) for the senoration of the sexes. Ho 
simply, when lie let a single room, boarded off an 
angle of it and made a separate room of it, and had 
other improvements which rubied greatly to the comfort 
of the tenants. He told me ho never had one vacant, 
and practically could get what rent he liked for them, 
but he never asked more than a reasonable rent. That 
is the only case I know in which that has been done, 
and it was thoroughly successful and paid him very 
well. Then with regard to public-houses as they exist 
at present, I remember in my boyhood’s days there 
were no standing-up bars, which is’an innovation, and 
I think a recent innovation rather in imitation of tho 
American system . The old places where you could go 
in and sit down and talk and chut, uid not lead i think 
to drinking so muoli as standi ng-up bars, — that is to 
excessive drinking- A mau who stands at a bar and 
knows that his place iu to lie taken up by somebody 
else is inclined to take too many drinks one on top of 
another. I think publicans ought to be encouraged to 

f ive refreshments other than alcoholic drinks, in fact 
go so far as to say that they ought to be made to 
afford facilities for tea and cotl'ee and for light 
refreshment as well as alcoholic drink. 

61,985. And make their promises suitable for tlmtP — 
Yes ; and also introduce simplo gum ok. I look to wliat 
anyone’H experience is, who has travelled a little on tho 
Continent, Yon go into a cafe in Paris or Brnssels, 
and you see men sitting down in these cafes — they are 
nothing but public-houses— and they can get tea and 
coffee, and play dominoes and draughts, and sit there, 
and you seldom see a man under the influence of 
drink. 

61,986. Generally speaking, in your opinion am I 
right in saying that it is nioro important; to look after 
the suitability of the premises, and the manner in which 
those premises are conducted than to the question of 
curtailing the hours ? — Yes, far morn. I think it is fur 
moro important to sec they are suitable and carried out 
properly, with restrictions to bo carried into effect, thnn 
to restrict the hours. I do not think the number of 
hours is tho oviL I may say, generally speaking, I have 
a great objeotion to long hours, but they apply as much 
to traders in any other way as to publicans. I do not 
like to see humanity worked as hard as a man is who is 
18 hours on his legs at work, but that applies not merely 
to the publican but to provision dealers, because the 


provision dealer is open as late as the publican and n. , 
later. On Saturday night in Dublin, small provision si,. I ■" 
dealers are open till 1 o'clock. **• S 

61.987. [Mr. Caine.) Do I rightly summarise your 
view about the earlier closing of public-houses iu these 
two or three words : that as to the suggested earlier 
closing of public- bouses on Saturday, admitting for 
the sake of argument that they aro the great evil 
alleged, yon think it absurd to say that the curtail- 
ment of the hours by two,- could by any means bo an 
efficient means or coping with the ovil ? — I do. 

61.988. You do not think that drinking resulting in E&rlv 
drnnkennoss takes place within thoso two hours on clown,,. 
Saturday nights ?— T do not think it does. Any persons Suoriir" 
who are paid their wages on Saturday aro paid earlier 

in the day, and all the working classes have a half- 
holiday. The drinking does not commence at all lat 6 
at night in those places. 

61 .989. But it goes on till late at. night P— That is by 
a different class. In my opinion, thoso who drink 

late in public-houses on Saturday nights are not the i> 

working men but tho clerks in small employment af 

who do not belong to olul>s. 1 believe they belong to a si 

different class. 

61,996. Do you not think tho amount of driuking in 
tho hist two hours is very large by those who begin 
drinking earlier in the afternoon and get uuder tho 
influence of drink aud remain in the public houses ? — 

I do not think so at all. I do not think a man could 
remain that number of hours in a public-house. I do 
not think he would be permitted to. 

61.991. He would be permitted to remain there as 
long as he had money to spond ? — I do not think so, 
not in a respectable house. 

61.992. [Mr. Toiuigor.) Provided he was sober? — Yes, 
he must be sober, j f lie was drinking from two o'clock 
or from three or four o’clock till seven or eight o'clock 
in the evening ho is not likely to bo sober at the end of 
that period. 

61.993. (Jfr. Caine.) Do not you think there iB more Ketonn 1 Dt 

drunkenness on Saturday in Ireland than on any other loSainrl a* 
day ? — I do not think so. I have heard statistics cited, drunk;:- 
but 1 do not know myself of my own knowledge. ness. 

61.994. You attach great importance to statistics of a 
public office which are properly taken P — I do, bnt 
statistics do not tell you everything. 

61.995. Have you seen a return that wax given to the 
Soloct Committee on the Sunday Closing Acts (Ireland) 
in 1888 ? — I am not acquainted with it myself. 

61.996. You may take these figures as correct. Thoy 
were furnished by the Royal Irish Constabulary Office 
in Dublin Castle. This is: “ A. return showing the 
“ number of arrests on each (lay of the week for 
“ drunkenness or drunkenness combined with any 
“ other offence, and the number of convictions, in tho 
“ under-mentioned years.” It begins with 1874, and 
goes on till 1887. I will give you tlic figures for 1887 day 
by day for all Ireland, with tho exception of the town of 
Belfast and the cities of Cork. Limerick, and Waterford, 
aud the Dublin Metropolitan District. Oil Suuday 
there were 3,000 during tbo year — taking the round 
figures — on Monday, 8,000 ; Tuesday, 6,900 ; Wednesday, 

6,600 ; Thursday, 7,200 ; Friday, S, 200 ; aud on Saturday, 

11,000; so that yon see the smallest amount of drunken- 
ness is ou Sundays, and tho largest amonnt of 
drunkenness is ou Saturdays, nearly double the avorage 
of the rest of the week? — [take it those figures are 
correct, but they surprise me. I cauoot understand the 
reason. There is a strong reason why with the Catholic 
population Saturday should not be tho day for driukiug. 

The religious practices take place on Saturday. 

61,997. Then is it tho Protestants who take the oppor- Public- 
tuuity of going to tho public- houses ? — As a matter of fact house 
all those religious practices are nearly without exception ftequco* 1 
on Saturdays. There are other holy days, and tho eves on Saw- 
of those holy days are days of fust, but every Saturday 
in the year, except a holiday itself, like Christmas Day 
or some day of that kind, or Corpus Christi, would be a 
day the evening of which would do largely employed by 
the working classes, who aro very religious, in their 
religious practices, and I cannot see how they call 
combine tho two— going into a public-house aud tho 
chapel at the same time. 1 have been in ohapel myself 
on a Saturday evening. 
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, . . 61,998. Jr the whole population go to chapel on 

j J Saturday night, why .should you keep the public-houses 
1 open '{ — It is another class that goes to them. 

61,999. As to tho class that swells that Saturday 
drinking, it is precisely the same in all the large towns. 
If the devout Roman Catholics are all in chapel on 
Saturday evenings enjoying themselves in other ways 
and do not use the public-houses, it is dear that the 
lowest and worst classes of the population, against 
whom all the restrictive powers of the licensing laws 
are directed, are in the public-houses during those 
hours when the rest arc in chapel P — Possibly. 

62.000. Is not that a reason why tho public-houses 
should close at that timo ? — I do not think so — I do not 
think that is a conclusion to ho drawn Train it. 

62.001. Yon think it is a good thing to keep tho 
publio-houBcs open for tho lower class of tho popula- 
tion P— I do not. I do not think it is a good thing for 
them to drink at all— quite the reverse. 

Camas' 62,002. You do not think that a large proportion 
aesduc of the deaths coining under your notice as coroner are 
•idriut. directly due to drink? — I know a large portion are 
not. 

62.003. Do you not think that drink is largely con- 
tributivo. Ho you not as coroner come to that 
conclusion? — Certainly. Thai is my opinion ; but as a 
matter of opiniuti, I toll you in my opinion far more 
pcoplo die prematurely from over-eating than over- 
driuking. 

62.004. Wo arc not ihquiring into that? — Only if 
you ask inc one I must tell you the other. It is a 
well-known fact amongst physiologists over-eating is 
a far greater evil, and a more universal evil. I am 
happy to say it is more universal because it is more 
according to nature. 

62.005. How long have you lieen Coroner P— Seven 
years next July. 



dwellings of tho poor and there being facilities given. Dr.J.E. 
Here is tho mother's evidence in these eases : — “ I went Kenny. 

“ downstairs with a bucket to empty the slops, or carry 

“ up water from the yard, there being no tap in the * May '98 

room; I was only absent two iniuutes; on coming ■■ ■ ~ 

“ up the stairs I heard a cry ; I rushed up aud found 
“ my child ill flames nt the top of the stairs.” Thai is 
the history in 99 eases out of 100, ard in not one of 
them have I found that drink was the cause. Now 
there is ouc of the the greatest lethal causes with me, 
and drink does not enter into it. 

62.013. I do not dispute your statement at all. but I 
may bring in comparison with your evidence the 
evidence of a gentleman of 20 years' experience as 
coroner? — Do not take me ns being anxious to say my 
opinion should bo taken before his, or that, it is not 
entitled to the fullest respect. He was a great friend 
of mine. I do not agree m his views, but there is one 
portion of that which you have read which seems 
entirely to refer to criminal statistics— the first portion. 

That is with regard to Sir Frederick Falkiner's evidence 
in which he is speaking of criminal statistics. There 
is nothing I havo said against that. I say yes, that 
a great deal of the crime is due to drink, because those 
wlio drink arc more likely to be criminal than those 
who do not. 

62.014. Mr. T. W. Russell, who was examining Coroner’* 
Dr. Whyte, led up to this definite question and said : cases duo 
“ I am speaking of cases which come generally under to drink. 

“ your notice in your capacity as coroner for the 

“ city ” ; and then he gave this specific reply : “ I 
“ think drink is the preponderating cause. Dr. 

Whyte was not a teetotaler, and ho said he had no bias 
in the matter ? — All my statistics go against that, aud 
I have taken them in an abstract way without trying 
to spell anything out of them. I take them as they 
Stood. 

62.015. I daresay you are aware that you differ with 
most of the coroners in the country on this point? — I 
do not know that. 


Opinion of 62,006. Do yon recollect your predecessor Dr. Nicholas 
lam* It. Whyte. Whyte?— Yos. 

inkn- 62,007. Ho was Coroner for 20 years? — I think so, 

s. for that timo. 

62,008. Do you think ho is as much entitled as 
yourself to give trustworthy evidence on this question P 
— Quito na much, provided he took the same 
precautions. 


ilk- 


quentefl 

Saw 


f nigh 


62.009. And to say how far cases coming before a 
Dublin Coroner are directly due to drink. He had 
20 yearn experience, and you have seven? — I know he 
did not koop wlmt 1 keep. 

62.010. Von havo not access to his private papers P 
—No, but I havo inquired into it. 

62.011. Arc you his executor? — No, lint I bovo 
inquired aud found he did not keep tho same record. 

62.012. He seems to have formed a strong impression. 
Ho appeared before the Select CommitLee on the Sunday 
Closing Acts in Ireland, much in the same way as you 
have appeared before ns to-day, and lam going to rend 
you one or two questions that were put to him, and ask 
you whether you agree with them. He was asked : — 
“ Taking the’ facts ns they exist, what should you say 
“ was tho cause of most of the crime and misery in 
" Dublin ?— (A.) Drink, unquestionably, without doubt. 
“ (Q.) You have a great many cases como under your 
“ cognizance during the year ? — (A.) I have. (Q.) Are 
“ you able to i ay, from your personal experience in 
“ your official capocitv. wlmt am the main evils with 
*' which you have to 'deal P— (A.) Do you mean with 
“ regard to bomioide only, or with regard to deaths 
“ from all causes P ( Q.) I am sneaking or cases which 
" come gonemlly under your notice in your capacity as 
“ coroner for the city P— (A.) I think drink is tho pre- 
" pomleratiiig eniiso." Do you think so? — No. I do 
not at all, aud I will give you one fact that I think 
disproves that conclusively. The most frequent canso 
of death coming before a coroner, I am sorry to say, is 
burns and scalds of children. I have bad a percentage 
— I have not made it out exactly — of either 13-} or 144, 
but take it nt tho lower figure. It is absolutely 13J 
per mu t. of my cases. That is a huge proportion, and 
not one of those cases has been due to drink. ^In ©very 
case the h istory is thie.and it comes to the question of the 


62.016. They may not have kept statistics ? — I do not 
think from whnt I lenow that they do. 

62.017. Is it not the kindly habit of coroners to evade 
as far as possible verdicts suggesting drunkenness us a 
contributivo or principal cauee of death with n view to 
avoid pain or stigma to the family P — It is on the part 
of juries, but not on the part of the coroners. 

62.018. On the part of juries it is ? — It is, hut, as I 
told tho Chairman, those arc eases that I considered 
directly duo to drink outside the verdict of the jury, 
and it is tho note I myself made. 

62.019. It is your own personal impression of each 
case ? — And I might recommend the jury to find that 
drink was the cause, but they do not do it. That does 
not rest with tho coroner ; the coroner lias a right to 
show wlmt the meaning of the evidence is, and recom- 
mend the jury that thoy ought to find so aud so, but 
I havo no right to coerce them provided they find the 
main issue ou the evidence. 

62.020. Is it not n fact that coroner’s juries also are 
very well alive to tho importance of saving complica- 
tions with insurancocoinpanies and burial clubs ? Does 
not thnt bins them to some extent? — I think it might, 
but there is a greater evil than that with regard to the 
insurance societies. The statements of age arc far 
worse. They are most frightfully untrue as a general 
rule. In ray own observations I have not 9een that to 
he tho case when you have special juries. When you 
get a I aim jury and you take a man from the street ho 
is very likely to be of a different class to the summoned 
jury, but tho jury I get on summons — they will not 
attend to ray summons, and I do not compel them to 
do it unless there is some importance in the case— is 
not nt all disposed to blink or to avoid any issne. 

62.021. Up to a certain point Dr. Why to iR in some 
agreement with you when he is asked what his general 
idea is, and he says, " 1 suppose L have held about 250 
“ inquests and about 150 cases in which I did not 
“ hold inquests"? — His statistics are identical with 

62.022. Then Mr. Potor M'Donald asks him : “ But 
“ I think wo mnst coufino you to inquests. Oat of that 
*• 250 how many cases had you where death arose from 
“ excess of alcohol ? — A. I have no return of that, I must 

Ee 3 
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J)<\ J. E. “ return the verdict of the jury, I cannot tell yon the 
Kemy. “ number, but I suppose not above a dozen such 

“ vcoorded verdicts. J hod inquests (perhaps we may 

4 May ’98 •• speak ot' the last week) connected with drink in four 

“ important cases where no record of drink appears 

•' at nil. For instance, n man was kicked in coming 
“ out of u public-house in Tyrone place, and he died. 
“ He was a confirmed drnnkard ; he rccciveda kick in 
•' the perineum causing a rupture of the passage and an 
'• extravasation ot urine ; lie died. Clearly that was a 
" case of death by drink, but there was no word of it 
“ recorded because ho was found to have heart disease. 
“ Q. But it is tho fact that you have only 12 out of 
“ the 250 deaths recorded as arising from drink? — A. 
“ I am merely giving that ns my impression ; it might 
“ afterwards turn ont that 1 had less or more.” Then 
be went on to say in a long series of answers to ques- 
tions that, it v.aa liis conviction than in a very large 
number of these oases that come before him as coroner, 
drink was a strongly contribntive cause to the death? 
— 1 havo gone on a different principle. My practice 
lias been different. I have pnt down in my own 
books what mv impression was and not the verdict. 
1 Irnvo avoided the source of error. Ho did not pnt 
down, and. said so, that drink was the cause when 
the jury did not find that drink was the canso ; hut I 
have. ’ In such a case as that the verdict of heart 
disease was a wrong verdict, iu my opinion, and it 
should havo been homicide against some poison or 
persons unknown. 


Days for 62,023. With reference to Friday aud Saturday 
paying payment, is it not the case that the best employers pay 
wages. on Friday ? — All the best employers do. 

62,024. And practically all the worst employers — 
the employers of occasional labour, the class of the 
community which largely contributes to the drunken- 
ness of Dublin, pay on Saturday, or whenever they get 
tho money to pay their men, but mainly on a Saturday ? 
— 1 think so, but 1 am assuming that that is the case, 
that a great number of the small employers — they are 
just as respectable men as the others — may not be ablo 
to collect tneir money to pay before Saturday, and may 
ruu it till the last moment ; but assume that is the case 
that a good deal of the wages are paid by them, they do 
not form the bnlk of the employers by any menus. 

j{»,l 62,025. When Dr. Whyte was asked to tell the 

dwelling- Committee what, in his opinion was tho main cause of 
houses and this poverty and misery, his reply was: “The main 
drink. cause is the drinking ; tneir wages are wasted in that 
way, and they ounnot keep their nemos comfortable ” P — 
I agree with, that, that a great deal of misery of the 
poor is duo to drink. What is the cause of their 
drinking? That is a different thing, tho fact remains, 
that a good deal of tho wages of the poor is wasted on 
drink, and a good deal of the misei-y of the poor grows 
ont of that, and my cvidoncc is that what is put down 
sis the cause is not the cause. 


<;2.02<i. You think their drinkiug habits are most 
largely due to the lives of the poor? — Yes. L am 
afraid I should bo a tippler myself if I lived under 
their conditions. 

62.027. You know these tenement honses? Do you 
find the teetotalers iu any of them P — Yes. 

62.028. Many?— A good many of those I am happy 
to Bay are teetotalers, and if you go down to Church 
Street, that is a street iu the middle of the poorest 
district iu Dublin iu which a great movement has been 
made by the clergy, and with which the publicans, as 
far ns l" know, are thoroughly in sympathy ; there you 
will find a number. You would be surprised to find 
tho number that fill tho Temperance Hall in Church 
Street of tootobnlers and sympathisers with teetotalers. 

62.029. Do not you find that their homes aro bettor? 
—Of course. 

62.030. And they generally have two rooms P — I do 
not know that. I am afraid voy few even of tho 
teetotalers havo two rooms. They cannot afford it. 
House: rent in that class of life is tho most exorbitant 
thing I know. 

62.031. It is the same in London. It is the most 
serious question wo havo to deal with ? — It is dreadful. 
Tho poor man cannot get decent accommodation under 
a rent which is prohibitive, and breaks bis back if he 
tries to pay it. 


62,032. I will |>uL to you three or four plain questions 
the same questions that Mr. John O’Connor put to Dr J £ 
Dr. Nicholas Whyte, and in every case li: answered *"*'• 
them in tho affirmative ? — I hope you will not prejuice " — 
me by saying how ho answered them. 


62,033. Tho first question is: Are you 
the Sunday Closiug Act being continued ii 
— That is for the whole of Ireland ? 


in favour of 
n operation ? 


62,0: 11. As it now stands ? — Yes. I nrn in favour of 
that. 


62.035. You agree with him on that point ? Ye3. 

62.036. Are yon in favour of its extension fo Dublin? Dublin. 


62,037. Ho was? -Allow mo to explain. The rural Diff™, 
districts do not waut public-houses, nor do they ut little betwtea 
village.-. Any man cun go into his neighbour's cottage, tmnu] 
and he always goes to bod early iu tho country. Hjg counitt. 
life is iu the open air for all the week, and on Sunday ' 
ho has no need of tbo publio-honse in the same sense 
as a dwollor in tho city. I should liko to say that iu 
city life, as civilization goes on, wants are engendered— 
a want of soinothing stimulating, not necessarily 
alcohol, but somo stimulating thing to overcome tho 
great momentum of labour under which we groan 
and sweat. It does generate wants which are satisfied 
by alcohol, unfortunately. They might bo satisfied by 
anything else which would come within the grasp of 
the person, but alcohol is not treated as a scheduled 
poison. Treat it as a poison if you like and do awav 
with it, but ns long as meu look ou it as au article of die't 
— falsely to a considerable extent — I say that so long as 
alcohol is looked upon from the point of view that °tho 
great portion of humanity do look upon it as a dietetive 
as woJl os a stimulant, it will be taken by them to relieve 
what they think they waut, though they may bo under 
a wrong impression. A man feels lie wants something, 
and finds that alcohol for the moment satisfies that 
craving, and he goes to alcohol, it being within his reach. 

If it were a scheduled poison be could not get it, but 
not boing u scheduled poison he can get it. But if the 
same man learnt that a piut of beef juice or a wine- 
glass full of beof juice would stimnluto him more he 
would never take alcohol at all. 


62.038. You aro also opposed to Saturday night closing? Eerir 
— I am opposod to the proposed curtailment. I think is closing « 
is quite inadequate if the ovil bo what it is, and shat Salurditi 
you would in no way modify it,. It would be like 
cutting oil' a lion's tail to make him a less clangorous 
animal. If it bo a lion then do not Lront him by 
cutting oil' tbo olid of his tni). 

62.039. 1 want to cut his tcelk and his claws ? — That 
is a different thing, but tlint scorns to me to be the 
wrong cud of tho tail. 

62.040. (Mr.Yaungar.) You know it to be the fact that PobSon 
the Temperance Hal! iu Church Street my colleague and Tern- 
ium alluded to in bis cross- examination has to a large P*™® 
extent been erected by monoy supplied by the publicans ? 

— I do not know that as a fact, but it does not surprise 
me at all to find it so stated, because publicans arc 
exceedingly charitable men. 

62.041. It shows that it is their interest as far as 
possible to get rid of drunkenness iu their customers? 

— I tliiuk tire worst enemy of the publioan, aud 
the worst enemy of himself or his neighbour is the 
drunkard. I detest him. and I am greatly afraid I 
should treat him very drastically if I had the power. 

62.042. You seem surprised at the figures Mr. Cnine Drnntefr 
gave you, but they were rather- ancient. The arrests nesjin 
For drunkenness in 1878 in Dublin were 17,000, but Dahlia 
when I tell you ou the strength of Sir Andrew Reed's 
figures that the arrests last year were only 8,57S or 
one-half of tho number, that would tally with your 
experience ?— Yes. If I understand rightly tho total 
arrests for drmrkcnnoss in Dublin wore 8,500. 

G2.043. Yes, as against 17,000 in 1878 ? — There is a 
great diminution. 

02,0-14. Wlint I want to put is this. Ho that though 
your predecessor's experience with reference to the 
causes of death iu the inquest,: hu held, may to some 
extent have been accurate, this process which is going 
on proves almost as conclusively that yonr present 
experience is equally accurate ? — I am quite satisfied 
with my own experience. I take very accurate obser- 
vations of these things. 
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J. £ j n-J.E- 62,045. Your observations are borne out by the 
K.iwi- actual figures for arrests during the year 1897 as 

— I compared with tbe time when your predecessor was in 

office? — Yes. I should like to say with regard to that, 
that I never had auy notion of being examined here. 
X was not thinking of this Commission. My statistics 
were going on from the moment I was appointed. I 
Jj.® like to get these_ things for my own satisfaction from 

lD( i other points of view — for instance, a medical point of 

view. 


lin. 


112,046. Your experience extends over a long period 
before you were made coroner ? — I may say that I am 
a practising physician, and Dr. Whyte never was. Dr. 
Whyte never practised as a physician but I do. 


•/ 


’ta- 

ll. 


Coroner's 
tuts due 
>o drink. 




62,047. (Mr. Grinling.) In your experience as a 
public officer you see a good deal of what is generally 
known as the seamy side of life ?— Indeed I do, a 
great deal of it. 

62,0 IS. Coupling that fact with what yon liavo told 
us ns to your habits as a teetotaler, I gather that you 
have come to the conclusion there has been more 
harm done to the cause of temperance by exaggeration 
possibly than anything else ? — There is nothing I have 
said to bear that construction, but I muse say the most 
intemperate people I know are temperance advocates. 

I have always told them perhaps this will answer your 

S uestion, that they were beginning at the wrong end. 

am as much a temperance advocate as any man 
living, but I say they begin at the wrong end entirely 
in the closing of public-houses. That is my view. 

62,049. If you can imagine yourself placed in this 
position, that you had the power of dealing with the 
question and tbe two remedies you bad suggested to 
yon were restrictive legislation, very frequently sug- 
gested of an extreme kind, and such plans as you have 
sketched out of social and sanitary improvement, which 
would you consider tbe most reasonable P — Before I did 
a single penny’s worth of restrictive legislation I would 
give tbe fullest play to tbe factors I liavo mentioned, 
and if then I found that those were not effectual, and if 
they established, os they would establish one way or the 
other, that the public-house was an evil, I should not 
hesitate to grapple with that for a moment. 

62,050. Though you do not use these articles your- 
self your experience and your knowledge of man- 
kind tell yon that they always will be consumed ?— I do 
not believe mankind will ever he made sober by Act of 
Parliament. I believe education, and those other 
things, will ultimatolymnku a considerable reformation. 
Thero will always ho a residuum unfortunately handed 
down by this generation and the generations that have 
gone before, because the largest factor is atavism — 
heredity is the chief item in the drinking propensity P 
— As a practising physician, I know that. 

62,051. I l-liink additional importance is due to what 
you have told us with reference to your experience of 
the numbor of inquests you have held, because your 
experience is not simply based on what verdicts the 
jury have returned? — No. 

62,052. The impression was rather endeavoured to 
he conveyed to yonr mind that a jury were likely to he 
biassed by the circumstances under which they gave 
their verdict P — I do not think it is unnatural for juries 
not to add drink to their verdict when there are other 
specific causes for the death. I think that is quite 
natural. I think I have made that clear that I am not 
led by that. I put my note to the case not as to what 
the jury found, but what I believed was the case. 

62,053. Therefore whon you tell us that a very small 
number could be traced directly to drink , it is reasonable 
that considerable importance should be attached to your 
statement P— I was taken by surprise at the smallness 
of the numbers myself. 

62,051. It is very frequently stated that the cans© of 
suicide and of crime is largely due to drink. May I 
ask yon, docs not your experience go to show that a 
very much larger proportion is due to misery and 

poverty P I do not think I have studied the question 

from that point of view as to whether a large 
number of suicides arc not duo _ to drink. That 
is not tho case. The number of suicides in Dublin is 
singularly Binall. Some time ago in consequence of a 
return I wanted myself , for another purpose, I got a 
return, two years ago, of the average number of 


suicides. It extends to the whole kingdom, but it was 
my duty to compile it for Dublin and I compiled for 
five years the number of cases in which a verdict of 
suicide was returned, and in which insanity was found 
to be the cause, and I found it was as follows : taking 
the 4 years, 10, 11, 9, 10 ; that is an average of 10 per 
year. It is a most extraordinary thing year after year, 
that is the average. In these eases drink was not the 
cause, except in a very small proportion. In some 
cases it was simply due to an hereditary taint of 
insanity. In two cases certainly influenza was the 
cause of the suicide. In those cases the jury did not 
find that at all. I was confident of it on the medical 
testimony myself, from the examination of the wit. 
nesses, hub the verdict was simply insanity. There 
was not any very lavge proportion of them — I do not 
think more than 2 out of the 40 I so compiled — in 
which the cause of the insanity was drink. One of 
them was the case I referred to, with vofex-ence to the 
bogus club. That was clearly due to drink. The man 
hanged, himself and was not insane in the ordinary 
sense, though I think all such persons ought to be 
treated ns insane. I have a strong opinion upon that. 

62.055. One of your - suggestions is the improvement 
of the dwellings of the working classes P — Yes. 

62.056. Do you contemplate that that cati be done by 
tbe municipal authority? — I do. It is to be done in 
the active sense by the municipal authority, and in the 
passive sense by the proper sanitary authority com- 
pelling the owners of houses to construct them properly 
and givo accommodation. All houses that are insani- 
tary ought to be compulsorily closed at ouce, and then 
the owner has no option but to pub it in good condition 
or else lose it altogether. 

62.057. You would prefer to see it as far as possible 
done by private enterprise ? — I should like to see all 
those things done by the owners of tho property 
themselves. 

62.058. Do you know that in London within the hist 
few years a scheme has been started for finding lodgings 
for the working classes ? — I have heard of it, but 1 do 
not know the details. 

62.059. And I think it is a fact that any man can go 
and can get a comfortable lodging with all tho con- 
veniences of a smoke room, reading-room, and 
accommodation for cooking if he wishes, and his 
expenses so far as lodging is concerned are 6 d. a night-, 
and even with that 6d. they return 5 pet- cent, to the 
shareholders P — Gd. a night is far beyond what the class 
I am speaking of in Dublin could pay. They could not 
pay 6d. a night. 

62.060. Not so much os 8s. a week P — It is absurd. 
3s. a week out of a man's money whoso average wages 
are perhaps 14s. or 15s. is quite impossible. 

62.061. This applies to single and not married men f 
— A single man conld do it, but that does not apply to 
families. 1 am happy to hear the thing does exist. I 
think it is a step in tho right direction ; but it would 
not touch tbe misery of the dwellings of those I refer 
to. It is an excellent thing for bachelors ; they could 
afford to give 3s. a week. 

62.062. I only mention it because from your ex- 
perience, Dublin seems to be pre-eminent in tho lack of 
accommodation ?— It is the worst housed working class 
in the world. 

62.063. You have a large class of people there herded 
together, and provided no proper means of sanitation 
or amusement, or anything else P — Exactly. I might 
say this, that I hope I am not being taken as assuming 
that the oharge against Dublin of being a drunken city 
is true. I do not believe it is true. It might be 
assumed I was taking that to be tho case. The drunken 
cases are made up of the same persons appearing over 
and over again. There is not a large proportion or the 
workmen in Dublin who are drunken at all. They are 
very low, but not drunken. 

62.064. What does yonr experience as a coroner 
suggest os the best means of dealing with tho class 
that come up 30 or 40 times P — I would treat them ns 
lunatics distinctly. I would have institutions for them 
in which they should be treated tor lunacy, bub not the 
ordinary lunatic asylum. That is Sir Charles Cameron’s 
Act in Scotland made compulsory. 
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62.065. You would treat them an criminal lunatics ? 
— Not as criminal. No lunatic ought to be treated as 
a criminal lunatic- 

62. 066. Not in cases of constantly repeated offences ? 
— No. Ho is a lunatio, not a criminal. It would bo 
the aiimo if you treated n man as a criminal whose 
lunacy happened to lie that of a blasphemer. He is a 
diseased man and never ought to bo treated after be 
has committed a crime as an ordinary crimiuaL 

62.067. A plan of that Id ml would simplify your 
duties of coroner, would it notP — I think it would. All 
these things would. 

02.068. (Mr. Young.) Is not the condition of Dublin 
very different from the condition of almost every other 
town as far as artisans’ dwellings are concerned? — So 
far as Ireland is concerned. 

62.069. Am I right in say/ng that there is very little 
prospect in Dublin oE having self-contained houses for 
artisans ? — At present. 

62.070. In consequence of there being so many 
deserted large houses which were built, for people who 
have now gone to live in the suburbs P — I think that, is 
so. 1 think it is the tendency to leave houses of the 
clnss you speak of, and let them got into a state of 
dilapidation, and become unfashionable, that largely 
tend to stop the movement of building new houses 
which would be proper ones. Thoy cannot make those 
really good without an expenditure, which, in my 
opinion, would come very near the expenditure of 
erecting new dwellings on a proper plan. 

62.071. The English Commissioners think it very 
extraordinary that we should not have self-con- 
tained dwellings for the poor ; but you agree with 
me, it is the deserted condition of the large houses, 
and the ooadition of Ireland altogothcr ? — Yea, perhaps 
as everyone knows, with mo alL road9 lead to Rome, 
and air this comes to Home Rule with me. If wo had 
the dealing with all our own affairs wo should alter it 
altogether. 


62.072. (Mr. Caine.) Have not the municipality got n 

the powers already? — Not to the extent that they g J ' 1 
ought to have them, and they are not aided by a class _ ' 
in Dublin of a most worthy people who being opposed 
to Home Rule look with too critical an eye on the 
actiou of the corporation, though they do not deserve 
it at all. 

62.073. (Mr. Young.) There are streets of lar<- e 
houses deserted? — Street after street. 

62.074. And yon have to put eight or ten families 
into those houses? — You have to put a family into eaoh 
room on an average. 

62.075. I did not hear your answer to Ur. Caine Swxhr 
with reference to closing on Sunday. Did I under- closiuj 
stand you to say you wanted the houses open from 

2 to 5 on Sundays ? — My answer was that I think the 

resent regulation was a very good one. That is, 

to 7. What I said was this, that f did non think it 
would he any use curtailing the present hoars by two 
hours ; that is, cutting off the two hours. 

62.076. Have yon any free libraries in Dublin?,. Counter- 

There are free libraries, but not enough of them. There attracinm 
arc three free libraries in Dublin. to the 

62.077. There is a little difficulty tlrnt has occurred beast 
to me, when you say there is nothing whatever given 

to the poor of Dublin that can compare with the public- 
houses ? — I was speaking in general terms. In certain 
localities where these libraries are, they are very 
good, anil they do produce good results wherever 
they are. That is my belief, but not founded on 
statistics. 

62.078. Certainly there is a want of public amuse- 
ment in Dnblin P -I think it is the most melancholy 
country in the world. Thero is no amusement for "a 
mau who has not plenty of money in his pocket. 

It is the natural gaiety of the people that keeps tlmn 
alive. They belong to the Mark Tnpleynn school. 


The witness withdrew. 


Adjourned till Tuesday, May 10th, at 11 o’clock. 
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ONE HUNDRED AND FOURTH DAY. 


Queen’s Robing Room, House of Lords, Tuesday, May 10th, 1898. 


Present : 

Tins Rioni Honourable Sir ALGERNON 
'I'ho Right Hon. tho Viscount be Yesct. 

The Right Hon. tho Lord Windsor. 

Sir Charles Cameron, Bart., M.P. 

Tho Very Rov. H. H. Dickinson, Doan. 

Henry Grinling, Esq. 

Samuel Hrsior, Esq. 


WEST, K.O.B., in the Chair. 

Andrew Johnston, Esq. 

John Hkiiiikrt Roberts, Esq., M.P, 
Charles Walker, Esq. 

Thomas Palmer Whittaker, Esq., M.P. 
Samtjei. Young, Esq., M.P. 

Geohqe Younger, Jssq. 


Mr. Maurice Healy, M.P., called in and examined. 


ilr.il. 62,079. (Sir Algernon W*8t.) You are the Member for 
IMy, Cork P— Yes. 

^ 62,080. You have something to tell this Commission 

, . . , as to your views on tho question into which we are 
jSos* ° r i B q n ' r > n K'' — Yes. 

ifcwol 62,081. Are you of opinion that the public-house 
_x»<cil licenses in Cork — or would yon deal entirely with 
lyi-t-. Ireland — ore more than are necessary for the wants of 

the people ? — Enormously in excess of any rational 
view of what would he tho reasonable requirements 
either of the city or Cork or of the country. 

62,082. Ie that nil over Irclond ? — All over Ireland, 
as far as my knowledge goes. 

dunlins 62,083. Would you then be opposed to tho granting 
slaw ” of R"y new licenses P — Certainly. 
mws for 62,084. Would yon ho in favour of diminishing the 
Mirenilere. existing number of licenses P — Where possible. 

62.085. When you say “ whero possible,” would you 
leavo it in tho discretion of tho licensing authorities to 
do so P — My view would lie that tho granting of new 
licenses, which will bo constantly sought, should lie 
made conditional on tho extinguishment of two or 
three licenses, or ns many licenses as the licensing 
authority should think fit — tho number to bo extin- 
guished bearing some relation to the value of the new 
license given. 1 believe that system has been tried in 
Dublin, and hnB produced excellent results there, and 
I should bo glad to soe it tried in other parts of 
Ireland. 

62.086. In that caso would there be anybody who 
■would ho aggrieved by the giving up of the licenses, or 
would tlioy bo compensated for by the man who has 
the new license P — I would have the man seeking the 
new license to purchase up so many old licenses as the 
licensing authority should think would be a reasonable 
equivalent for the privilege ho was getting. 

62.087. At his own expense ?— At his own expense. 

62.088. Without any demand on the ratepayers? — 
Quite so. 

Lleenane 62,089. As to the present licensing authority, arc 
■Hkorily JO" satisfied with it ?— I am satisfied with no licensing 
ad can- authority in tho present state of things in Ireland. I 
'-ing. do not think chore is any necessity for any licensing 
authority so far as its functions extend to the {wanting 
of now licenses, and I should be in favour of totally 
abolishing the power to grant any new license except 
on such terms as I have mentioned. If the law were 
limited in that way it would also greatly limit the 
importance of tho prcciso character of the licensing 
authority. 

62,090. We havo been told by some witnesses that a 
good deal of canvassing goes on with the magistrates 
who form the licensing authority ?— That is notoriously 
so, and has been always so. I have seen statements 
that it is a modern state of things, but that is not so. 
The system of canvassing justices, so far as my kuOW- 
17 98-149. 


ledge goes, is practically as old os the system of Mr. .If. 
granting licenses. Healy, 


62,091. Therefore the licensing authorities are not in 
your opinion very capable of being the right ones if 
they arc subject to thiB canvassing ? — My view is this, 
that the power of granting licenses is a somewhat 
anomalous one. It really grants to privileged indi- 
viduals the power of ollering a handsome pecuniary 
endowment to somo individual in the community. It 
is natural that a power of that curious kind should be 
liable to abuse. 


M.P. 

10 May ’98 


62.092. Would you be in favour of the licensing Recorders 
powers being put solely in tbo bands of the Recorder, or and county 
resident magistrate? — My view on that is, that if the court 

law weirs limited in tho way I have mentioned, namely, judges 
by totally abolishing the power of granting a new as sole 
licenso, it would bo all tho simie whatever authority licensing 
lind' the powor, blit I should think it would be a con- authority, 
venionce to place the power simply in the hands of the 
county court judge or Recorder. 

02.093. Both in the country and in the iownp — Both 
in the country and in tho town. I maj’ ear that in the 
city of Cork the power is in tho hands of the Recorder 
solely, and tho justices do not interfere. 

62.094. But in tho country they do P — Yes. 

62.095. You think the county court judge might be 
a fair licensing authority both for the country and the 
town P — I think so, but I would not be prepared to give 
oven to the county court judge the power of granting a 
new license, except on tuo terms of extinguishing at 
least two old licenses. 


62.096. You would prevent tho granting of new 
licenses by statute P — Certainly’. 

62.097. Will you give us your experience as to the Tied 
number of publio-hoimea in Cork that are tied houses ? houses in 
— I am unaor the impression that I should say 90 per Cork, 
cent, of the public-houses in Cork are tied houses. 

62.098. Is what is drunk in Cork mostly beer, or 
mostly spirits P — It is not beer in the English sense of 
it, it ib porter. Thoy do not drink beer largely. 

62.099. Guinness', I think, have no tied houses ? 

I understand that. 

62.100. Therefore, are those public-houses tied to 
other brewers P — To brewers exclusively, I think. Tho 
limitation for tho purpose of anything hut porter, I 
think, is rather uncommon. 

62.101. Have you any reason to believe that tied Evil of 

houses are worso conducted than other houses P I can- tied-house 

not claim to have much personal knowledge on that system, 
point, but that is tho general belief. The view is some- 
times put that the chief evil of a tied house, consists in 

the limitation of tho powers of tho publican in the 
matter of selling a particular article. That is not my 
view of the elder evil of a tied house. In my view, the 
mischief of the tiod-house system is, that it makes the 
publican practically a brewer's agent. If a publican is 
Pf 
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pat into n public-house oa a weekly tenure, or, as is 
very commonly doue, on a monthly tenuro, it is idle to 
say that that publican has such an interest in his house 
or his business us will induce him to conduct his 
1 business on legal lines. There is a great temptatiou on 
a publican so situated to press the sale of drink so as 
to satisfy tho brewer or concern under which he holds 
his license. I think that necessarily leads to evil. 


known cases where a movement for the extension of 
tho boundaries of these towns was not actively engaged 
in because it was apprehended that so extending tho 
boundaries would bring the population over the 5.000 
limit, and would thereby enable licensed houses to be 
kept open an hour later than otherwise would have 
been the case. 


62,102. Would you particularise the evil that it leads 
to ? — 1 should say the illicit sale of drink. 


62,119. Do great disadvantages arise from the -i 
present state of the law as regards bond pic travellers ? j 
— I think everybody admits that tho three mile limit ti 


62,103. Would you think any provision should bo 
made in any new law to prevent this tied-house 


system? — It is a very difficult question. I do not 
think that any mere enactment ranking a covenant to 


deal with a particular hrewor illegal would have any 
effect whatever, because my view is that the power of 
the brewer in cases of that kind does not arise in most 
cases from tho covenants. It arises from the insecure 
tenure of the publican which places him at the mercy 
of the brewer, quite irrespective of any covenant to 
deal exclusively with the brewer. 

62,104-. Therefore, if these covenants or agreements 
were put before tho county court judge on his granting 
a license, you would think that that would uot prevent 
the system of tied-honses? — I think not. I think it 
would be quite ineffective to prevent it. 

62.105. You see noway, then, of remedying it? — Yes, 
I see a way. 

62.106. Will you tell us what it iaP — I would compel 
the licensing authority to see that the publican has 
such a tenure of the puhlic-liouse as gives him a sub- 
stantial interest ia the house said business. 1 would 
not allow a licensing authority to grant a public-house 
license to a publican with a house on a monthly, or 
weekly, or even a yearly tenure. 

62.107. Are yon yourself a teetotaler ? — Yes. 

62.108. Do you take an active part in the movement P 
— There is uot a very active movement in Ireland, I 
am sorry to say, to take part in. I have always beon a 
supporter of the temperance movement so far as it has 
existed in Ireland. 

62.109. Would you he in favour of closing public- 


houses ou Suudav in all tho big towns ? — Certainly. I 
think that would be a most beneficial change in the 


62.110. And earlier hours on Saturday P — That would 
be a still move important nud a more beneficial change. 

62.111. Do you know what the feeling generally is in 
Ireland on that subject ?— I cannot protend to say that 


is very absurd. 

62.120. Would you extend that limit ? — Certainly. 

62.121. Have you nuy definite ideas as to what limits 
you would put F — I should say at least six miles, and 


62,115. Does the drunkenness on Saturday nights 


s much more as tho legislature would allow. 


62.122. What do you say as to tho proof that a man 
was a bond fide traveller P — I think it would be very 
difficult to import into nuy statute rules which would 
be effective on that point. 

62.123. Therefore yon think it had better be done by 
extending the nnmber of miles beyond which he may 
get his drink P — Yes. 


62,124. As to convictions of offenders against the Livxj 


licensing laws, have you any views upon that, as to pratti*; 
whether those offences should ho endorsed on the n> auk- 


licenses P— I have sometimes thought it would be “rati 


interesting to got a return of police prosecutions show- 
ing results, and enabling a comparison of' results to bo 


made in these police prosecutions as between licensing 
prosecutions and other prosecutions. I think it would 
be found that the failures to convict in tho cases of 
licensing prosecutions are enormonsly greater than in 
any other class of police case. 


62,125. Then you would be in favour of all offences 
against the law being endorsed on the license ? — I cer- 


tainly would be in favour of making the existing law 
more stringent than it is on that point. Whether you 
would go to the limit of compelling the magistrate in 
overy case to endorse is a debatable matter. It might 
load to magistrates being rolnctant to convict in a 
great many cases if you mado tho law very stringent. 
Certainly the existing system on that point is uot 
satisfactory. My opinion is this ; at present tho pre- 
sumption is rather in favour of not endorsing, uxcept 
in casos of a bad character. I would rovovso tho pre- 
sumption ; I would make tho presumption rather in 
favour of endorsing unless extenuating circumstances 
were shown. 


the feeling in Ireluud, taking tho [ample as a wholo, is 
strong either ou one side or the other; but I am certain 


62,112. You think it would practically bo adopted 
without any ill-feeling P — I am certain of that. 1 am 
certain that apart from trade interests, there would ho 
no seriouB objection ou the part of any laTge section of 
the population to such a change in the law as I have 
indicated. 


62.126. Have you any other point which I have 
omitted, which you would liko to bring boforo tho 
notice of the Commission P — I think those are tho 
principal points. 

62.127. Have you no general observations to makeP 
— No ; nothing occurs to me at prosont. 

62.128. ( Sir Charles Cameron.) I notice that you ore New 
strongly in favour of putting tho licensing powers, or lictn-fcfc 


62,113. Do you think the results of Sunday closing 
as far as it has gone have heeu satisfactory ? — 1 think 
in the country districts Sunday closing has made a 
very great aud a very significant change for the 
bettor. 


the granting of new licenses, in the hands of the 
Recorder? — lam iu favour of abolishing the grant of 
new licenses. I wish to make that perfectly clear. I 
am in favour of uo compromise with the present system 


32,114. And there is a groat diminution of drunken- 


62,129. You aro in favour of abolishing new licenses 
and only granting them in return for the extinction of 
old ones ? — Quito so. 


do you think? — I should suppose so, coupled with 
the fact that the artisans very commonly, in cities 
especially, oeuso work earlier on that day. 

62,116. Then, 1 think, you have some views about 


62,130. In fact, the plan of tho Recorder of Dublin P 
— Yes. It is a curious point that in cities having 
Recorders, I think tho Recorder in the solo licensing 
authority. I do not know whether by statute or 
common law. 


closing in | the cases of towns of between 5,000 and 10,000 inhabi- 


tants P — Yes. In towns of over 5,000 and under 10,000 
inhabitants, the public-houses aro allowed to open 
every week right till 11. I think 10 o’clock would be 
quite late enough to allow public-houses to be open in 
these towns on any night. 

02,117. And in bigger towns P — If you are to have an 
11 o'clock limit at all, I suppose you must fix it on a 
basis of population; but certainly there is no justifi- 
cation for permitting small towns under 10,000 to koep 
public-houses open till 11 o’clock at night. 


62,131. His action, of course, depends entirely upon 
his own personal predilection P — Entirely. 


62,132. On the point of principle, have you ever 
considered a popular licensing authority, such, for 
instance, ns that in Scotlnnd in burghs where magi- 
strates are elected by a popularly oloctcd town council ? 
— There is no comparison , as far as I am awaro, between 
Ireland anil Scotland in this matter. In a counby 
where everybody knows you have throe times too many 
pnblic-honsos it seems to mo to bo absurd to talk of 
what licensing authority you would have. 


62,118. There is some feeling about the extension of 
the boundaries of tho town, is there not?— I havo 


,133. I was simply asking you on the question of 
dple ? — I am in favour iu Ireland of abolishing tho 


principle ? — I am in favour in J 
power of granting new licenses. 
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good has resulted from Sunday closing ? — I am perfectly 
satisfied of it. 

6-2,135. And yon see no practical obstacle to tbe 
extension of Sunday closing to tbe exempted towns ? — 
None whatever. 

62.136. So far as earlier closing has prevailed in 
those smaller towns, yon consider its result has been 
an unmitigated good— closing before 11 P — Certainly. 

62.137. You would like to see that extended p — 
Quite so. 

62.138. What do yon say as to there being any 
agitation for the abolition of Sunday closing in the 
districts in which Sunday closing prevails ? — I have 


districts in which Sunday closmg prevails? — I have 
never hoard of it. Of course naturally there is always 
a trade objection to it. 

62,139. But no popular objection to it? — Tib. 


52.140. Do you happen to know whether it has had 


True. If there is to be a monopoly in the city of Cork Mi . M. 
for the sale of drink, I would sooner have that monopoly 3 enly, 
in the hands of 200 persons than in the hands of 500 M.P. ' 
persons ; 1 think less evil would result. 

62.150. Is it your idea that the licensee who wants 10 ’9 8 

to sell should simply make his bargain with the new- 

comer ? — I do not express any opinion about a licensee 
selling. My view was about the man who was looking 
for a new license. 

62.151. I do not see how the thing would work, the 
buying and selling? — I assure you it has worked 
admirably in Dublin. It has been going on in Dublin 
for 20 years as far as I know, and nobody has sug- 
gested that it ling created any difficulty. 

62.152. One could understand a licensee wanting a 
transfer and giving np the. old license and getting a 
new one. Your system simply would mean buying 
and selling on the part of the present holders? — Ido 
not quite follow you. 

62.153. What do you mean by tied-liouses ; do you Tied 
mean that the houses are owned by the brewers? — houses. 
Exactly — owned or leased. 


where they exist are qnite as common in the towns — for 
instance, in Dublin, wbero you have Sunday opening — 
as they are in rural districts, where yon have Sunday 
closing. As long as you have any restrictions on the 
sale of drink, so Tong you will have establishments that 
will ondeavour to evade the law. 


62,154. Do they simply put managers in? — Oh, no, 
not nominally managers — really that is what it comes 
to, hut nominally the persons who are put in are 
tenants on a vex-y fragile tenure. 


62.142. (Mr. Whittaker.) So long as you have a big 
duty, too P — No doubt. 

62.143. ( Sir Charles Cameron.) Do you suggest that 
there is any necessity for legislation for tho prevention 


considered that point P — It is generally used as an 
argument against tomporaneo people that they never 
say anything against clubs. I am quite prepnred to 
support any proposition on the subject of clubs, but 
I cannot say that I. consider there is any serious 
grievance in the matter of clubs which tho existing law 
has not dealt with. There was a great outbreak, ns no 
doubt the Commission lias hoard, of bogus clubs in 
Dubliu two years ago, and the police put them down 
very effectively with tho existing power. In Cork, in 
the past 12 months there was au attempt to establish a 
couple of bogus clubs, and the gentleman concerned 

S ot a very short shrift from the magistrates, and thox-e 
as been vory little lieax-d of bogus clubs over since. 


S ot a very short shrift from the magistrates, and thox-e 
as been vory little lieax-d of bogus clubs over since. 
62,144. You do not attach much importance to the 
assertion that has been made, that tho law will require 
to he strengthened to prevent evasion o'n the part of 
clubs which might technically comply with . the 
requirements of a club, but which were established 
simply for the purpose of evading the restrictions of 
the Licensing Acts ? — I should be glad to see some 


for the purpose of having at their disposal a house 
where they could got drink at. all times. I think tbe 
present Btato of tho law on that point is objectionable. 


62.155. Are you sure that it is not in this way, that 
the owner of the houso gets the loan of a cei-tain 
amount of money and that ties it ? — I do not at all 
suggest that there is only one method of tying a house. 
I say, as far as lam aware, in the city of Cork the other 
plan, I think, prevails to a great extent ; tbo brewer 
in a great many cases owns the houso and puts in a 
tenant. Of course the other system also prevails, and 
prevails very extensively in the county of Cork. 

62.156. But you would not desire to prevent that; you 
would not interfero at all with a man having a loan on a 
house, would youp — I think I would scrutinise very 
closely auy transaction between a brewer aud a publican 
which placed the publican in a position of having 
really to sell a certain quantity of drink if he was to 
pi-eserve his status in the house. 

62.157. (Mr. Younger.) Do you suggest that there are 
agreements between brewers and publicans in Cork, 
one of the provisions of which requires him to sell a 
cei-tain quantity of beer ? — Brewers are not so foolish as 
to draw agreements in that form, but that is the sub- 
stance of the transaction — that rather is tho effect of 
the transaction than tho form of the transaction. 


62.145. (Mr. Young.) How would you carry out yonr 
r views with regard to the baying np q£ old houses ? 

. Imagine a person making an application for a new 

license, wlmt would tho licensing authority say ?— They 
would say to him : “ Sir, yon ask ns for a new license 
“ — a vory valuable privilege, having a commercial 
“ value. 'What do you propose to give for it f” 

62.146. Ho would have to go and buy up some of the 
licenses in tho town ? — Certainly. I would not say 
necessarily in the town; I would not suggest a very 
limited area in which ho conld extinguish the licenses. 
I would give him the county if that were thought 
desirable. 

62.147. Does not that allow a monopoly to remain 
in the hands of those who are in possession of itP 
What is tho present system but a monopoly ? 

62.148. It is a monopoly. Yonr view really would 
allow the holders of the licenses to continue in the 
valuable possession of them ? — I have not heard any- 
body seriously propose in Ireland that there should be 
unlimited power on the part of any individual to open 
public-houses, and until somebody proposes that, the 
principle of monopoly must be taken to bo admitted. 

62.149. There must be a desire on the part of some- 
one t,o sell before you conld grant any new license P— 


62,158. You do not suggest there is such a clniwe nsx 
that in the agreement ? — Any such clause, of course, 
would be absurd. 


62.159. (Mr. Young.) In all lines of business you will 
find the same mode of tying. A grocer is tied prac- 
tically to the man who supplies him if he has got a 
loan or an overdraft ?— That is not to push the sale of 
tea in a manner injurious to the community. The cases 
are not parallel. 

62.160. You make this trade an exception to other 
trades ?-■— Certainly, as the existing law does. 

62.161. You advocate total closing on Sunday? — Sunday 

Certainly. closing. 

62.162. You do not agree with tho expert witnesses 
who have come before the Commission. 1 think every 
one has the idea that the hours should bo limited — that 
it should be at least two hours on Snnday — yon are 


differing from that P — So far as I have expressed dis- 
agreement with the evidence of any -witness I, of coarse. 


disagree with it. 

62,163. You do not think it would lead to the 
purchase of liquors on Saturday ? — I am sure it would 


62.164. And the consumption of those liquors on 
Sunday ? — I am positive it would not. 

62.165. (Mr. Grinling.) Your view is, that no jj e , 
licensing authority is necessary, because no new license j; cei 
should be granted P — Quite so. 

62.166. I suppose you do contemplate a time when it 


vided? — Possibly in about a century, I should think. 

62,167. Suppose during that century, or daring a 
very much snorter time, a large district grows np 
which is not provided with a license P — Unfortunately 
we do not have largo districts grow up in Ireland.- 
The tendency is the other way. 

Pf 2 
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02,168. Suppose the population shifts in consequence 
of the shifting of work in different districts ? — That is 
the mistake which arises from comparing the conditions 
in Englaud with the conditions in Ireland. In Ireland 

I ou do not have those conditions. You do not. have 
ocalitics growing up, and you do nob have the popula- 
tion shifting, and I would make my legislation for 
Ireland in accordance with the conditions which exist 
there. 

62,169. Yon have that condition in Belfast. Yon 
have 370,000 inhabitants now, and about 50 years ago 
you had a very small number P — Does anyouc seriously 
suggest thut there are not enough public-houses in 
Belfast P 

62,170. Yon would make no provision at all for an 
increase of population ? — I would make provision for 
that case when it arises. Parliament sits once a year, 
and is supposed to legislate from year to year for the 
country. 

62,171. Then the only provision for granting anew 
license should be the boing able to buy up some existing 
licenses P — Certainly. 

02,172. What would be the effect of that ? Of course, 
competition would rnn up the prices, would it net ? — 1 
should not think so. 

62,173. You do not think when there was such a 
restriction that you could not get a license, and a 
license was actually wanted, that there would be com- 
petition amongst traders to get it? — Oh, competition 
for a license, certainly. 

62,174. And that would force up the value of the 
license P — Unquestionably. 

62,175. By your system of legislation you, first of all, 
compel the trader, if ho wants to carry on his trade, to 
pay a high price f'or the right to oarry it on ? — I do not 
think that that can be said, iu view of the fact that you 
havo at present a very large number of licenses. None 
of the holders of those licenses would have to pay 
anything. 

62,176. Surely your suggestion amounts to this, 
that if a man gives a large price for a license, then he 
has a definite right in tho license — ho has paid for it P 
— Quito so. but sit tho present time I say there is a 
great cxccsb of licenses ovor the uutnbor required. 

62,177. Imagine that a man has paid under your 
principle l.OOul. for a license, surely you rocuguiso 
that then you have created a certain amount of vested 
interest in tho license P — Certainly, and tho law at 
present gives tho publioan iu Ireland a vested interest 
in his license. 

62,178. You would lie prepared to recognise that the 
licensed trader under those circumstances if yon 
abolished his license was entitled to compensation P — 
At present the Irish publican has what the English 
publican has not, ho has a vested interest in his license 
•with a right to havo the license renewed every year, 
except in the case of misconduct. Nothing of tho 
kind exists in England. 

62,179. Yon can see circumstances under which 
compensation would ho reasonable whore licenses are 
abolished P — Certainly, if I made a man pay 1,0001. 
for his license, I should think it a hard case to take it 
away from him without paying him for it. 

62,180. On the point of tied houses, do you not 
think that tied houses have restricted the trade, aud 
that evils have sprung from that restriction P — Re- 
stricted the trade in what way ? 

62, 1ST. You say that tho system of tied houses has 
put an inferior tenant in? — “Inferior” is a strong 
word. I say it puts in a tenant who is practically tho 
agent of the brewer, and who has no substantial 
interest in the business. 

62,182. Does not that go to show a state of things 
which applies to all these recommendations, that theso 
extreme restrictions all must end in evil P — I do not 
follow you. 

62,183. Yon are opposed to the system of tied houses. 
I presume no one would givo very big prices for theso 
businesses if there were anything like open competition P 
— Of course a tied house, with tho very insecure tenure 
which the publioan has, would be practically of no 
value iu the publican’s hands. It is of great value iu 
tho hands of the brewer. 

62,184. (Mr. Johnston.) You dropped an expression to 
the effect that it would bo unimportant what the 


licensing authority was if they wore restricted from Iff. Jf, 
granting a new license without something like an ffetfa,’ 
equivalent in the shape of a surrendered license?— -V? 

That is my view. — . 

62.185. Do yon not think there is a very great 
responsibility iuvolved iu the discretion of deciding 
what would be an equivalent P Would it not be open tu 
a licensing authority, if thejy wore not. a judicial body, 
to consider that as an equivalent which other people 
might think a very poor equivalent indeed P — I think I 
would put a scale in the Act of Parliament. I think I 
would take into consideration the value of the new 
premises. For instance, if a public-bonse were being 
opened in an important street iu large, good premises, 
the license in the house would, or course, he a great, 
deal mors valuable thou a license in a small, worthless 
house in a mean street. I think I would establish a 
scale of valuation. 

62.186. Still, there arc so ninny circumstances 
affecting tho valuo that it must, in any case, leave, 
as it, Bccms to me, great discretion to the licensing 
authority? — Soino discretion at any rate. My view is 
that the question of tho licensing authority would then 
become comparatively unimportant. I do not Bupposc 
there would bo any objection if yon wished to limit it, 
as I propose to leave it ontircly to the county conrt 
judge or Recorder. 

62.187. Yon are aware that the surrender system has 
been adopted largely in many licensing divisions in 
England, and with very beneficial eHects ns it is 
generally considered ? — I was not aware of that ; but I 
am glad to hear it. 

62.188. (Mr. Younger.) I suppose your desire for Smutor 

Sunday closing arises from tho fact that you think a closing:! 
oonsidcrablo number of evils arise from tho oxisting arrests L- 
system of opening on Sundays P — I think so. ilnmkm- 

62.189. Do yon happen to know what tho existing UCSS ‘ 
flgnros are — tho most recent figures wo havo in con- 
nection with the arrests for druukenmss on Sunday ? — 

I do not attach the smallest value to statistics about 
the arrests for drunkenness. 

62.190. Yon attach no valuo whatever to them? — 

None whatever. 

62.191. Will you toll mo why? — Bocanso the number 
of arrests for dinmkunness hears very little relationship 
to the number of cases of clrimkunnosH. 

62.192. Can you explain why that is? — Because a 

policeman does not arrest a drunken man unless ho is a ' 

bad case. li 

62.193. Tho Irish police, howovor, nro entirely 
controlled by ono authority throughout Ireland ? — 

Certainly. 

62.194. So that you do not havo tho differences there 
that we sec in Eu gland with regard f.o police regulation 
about matters of that sort I* — if tho snggostiou is that 
the central authority i n Ireland exorcise an intelligent 
control over the action of tho police iu licensing 
cases, I do not accept it. 

62.195. I am not talking of licensing eases but of ; 

drunkenness on Sunday? — I iueludo that iu tho 
category of licensing cases. 

62.196. You say that tho central authority exercises 
no control P — None whatever in a matter of that kind. 

62.197. And there is no general regulation with 
regard to arrests, with regard to that particular crime, 
throughout Ireland? — I should doubt it. 

62.198. I think you also said that in Cork the only Sntdij^ 
real objection to the Sunday Closing Bill arose from 

tho trade opposition ? — Tho only substantial objection. 

62.199. I supposo you are aware that quite recently 
the trades council passed a unanimous resolution against 
it, and that the corporation of Cork by a very large 
majority passed a similar resolution P — Quite so. 

62.200. Do yon not regard these as factors of any Corpor?" 
consequence in the consideration of the question P — I tion anc 
consider, in the first place as regards tho corporation, I“j“ w 
the corporation represents a limited constituency. The 
constituency of tho electors for municipal purposes in 
Cork is ‘2,000, whereas tho parliamentary constituency 

is about 10,000 within tho bounds of the city. Iu most 
of the wards political parties arc pretty evenly balanced, 
aud the value of a dozen trade votes is very great. I 
think if I were a corporator and wanted to stay in the 
corporation, I should probably like to placate the persons 
who had those votes. 
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:.'r. Jf. 62,201. (Mr. Whittaker.) I understand you that the 
r’ufyi franchise is a much more limited one for the municipal 
tf-P- vote in Oork than for the parliamentary vote ? — Much 

62.202. That means, of course, that your corporation 
is elected by fewer persons ? — Much fewer. 

62.203. Therefore, when the Oork corporation passed 
a resolution against the Bill now before Parliament, 
that did not represent the opinion of tho people of Cork 
in tho same way as the action of the parliamentary 
representative P— Of course the corporation is not 
elected on any issue of that kind. The question of 
Sunday closing or Sunday opening is never alluded to 
at the municipal elections. 

62.204. As yon have pub it, the vote being close in 
many of the wards, publicans can turn the scale at. tbo 
municipal elections ?— Unquestionably. If yon have a 
10(. franchise, that gives the vote to every publican. 

I once described the existing municipal franchise in 
Ireland as a publican franchise. 

(12.205. It would arise, then, that tho working men 
have to a very small extent the vote for tho municipal 
fruneliise ? — To no extent. 

62.206. Therefore that vote of the corporation could 
not bo said to represent them in any form whatever ? — 
Certainly not. 

62.207. With reference to tho increase in clubs during 
recent years, do you think that has to any extent arisen 
from the fact that there has been some increase in the 
number of political parties in Ireland, and that each 
political party has in some of the larger cities desired 
to have its own club ?— Unquestionably within the last 
10 years the tendency of a political party is to assist its 
political objects by forming a dob. 

62.208. When you have a split and two political 
parties amongst the Nationalists, each one would have 
its own club P — That would be the tendency. 

'.arsis for 62,200. (Mr. Roberts.) Referring to the arrest'; as not 
innkcu- being a true test for drunkenness, I suppose you mean 
-&■ not only that tlioso arrests do nob show tho drunkenness 
of the country, but that there is a great deal of drunken- 
ness goes on outside tho eye altogether ?— I think that 
is so. I should expect that that would be so not merely 
in Ireland, but in England also. I did not wish to 
suggest that there was any distinction in that matbor 
between Ireland and England. 

Jwhjr 62,210. As to Sunday dosing, yon aro in favour of 
iw-inj. increasing tho three miles to six miles as oao condition. 
Would you also bo in favour of limiting tho number of 
Sunday licensos for bond fide travellers P — I should be 
in favour of limiting tho number of licenses for every- 
thing. Really tho last place I would expect to find a 
bo nit fide travoller in is in a public-house, 
krlj 62,211. As to early closing on Saturday, I do uot 
Mug ou think you mentioned the hour that you would be 
Mtunlays. prepared to recommend for earlier closing on Saturday 
nights P — The proposal in our Bill was 9 o’clock ; I 
should personally bo glad to bob it 8 o’clock. 

Mnolion 62,212. You have expressed the view that the 
I ileuses, pviictiiji-.l way of reducing licensos is by a system of 
surrendering ? — Yes. 

62.213. Thero would ho another way, that is, you 
might give the licensing authority tho power of 
refusing llic renewal of existing licenses if they thought 
the needs of tho neighbourhood did not require it ? — 
Well, that would bo a strong proposal in the case of a 
trade which bus at present, a legal right to the renewal, 
and I think tho other— though, perhaps, it might take 
a little longer — would work out quite as well in the end. 
If 1 have, a right by law to renew my license every year, 
I think it would be a strong thing for Parliament to 
take away that right without, somo compensation. It 
would strike most people as being inequitable. 

62.214. (Mr. Kyslop.) 1 think yon expressed yourself 
as being of opinion that the existing licenses wero 
greatly in excess of the requirements of the people P — 
Enormously ; scandalously. 

62.215. You would reduce them where it was prac- 
ticable ? — Yos. 

62.216. In reducing those licenses I have no doubt 
von refer to licenses which arc in congested districts, 
or is it nil over tho country P— Of course most of 
them arc in tho towns, bat really, literally the country 
is beginning to be peppered all over with licenses in 
rural districts. 


62.217. Would you be in favour of any of those licenses Mr. M. 
that are taken away being used ns a new license in a Hcaly, 
new place! ' — That, I think, is ray suggestion. I said M.P. 

that I would fix an area, perhaps a large area, such as 

the county, and givo the applicant for a new license the 10 Ma y ’° 8 
privilege of roaming through the county for the pmpo.se 

of acquiring licenses which he was to surrender ns an 
equivalent for a new license. 

62.218. I understood you to use the word "abolish.” 

It with regard to any of these licenses it was found for 
the public-good and for the convenience of the public 
that a license should he removed, you would allow that 
license to bo used in some now district where it was 
required? — No. I would not alio w one new license to 
he given for one old license. I do not think that would 
carry out my .purpose at all. I would insist on having 
at least two licenses surrendered before I gave any new 
license. 

62.219. Are you in favour of local veto ? — I cannot Local 
say in Ireland that I am. I have not considered the veto, 
matter very attentively, but I cannot say that in Ireland 

I am in favour of local veto. 

62.220. You made a remark with regard to placing 
the fullest power of granting and renewing licenses in 
the hands of the county county court judge, cr it might 
he of the Recorder. Would that, harmonise at all with 
tho principle of local veto ? — As I understand, tho 
principle of local veto is that the locality decides 
whether there should he any licensos, and if so, how 
many. Of coarse, that is somewhat inconsistent with 
the existence of any licensing authority. 

62.221. It is to <*iro the people tho power of saying 
whether they will have a license or not? — Yes. 

62.222. And you spread it over a very wide area if 
people have the whole power. How would you narrow 
down the important question of granting tlieso licenses 
and renewing them to one or two men? — I do not see. 
if you are to have a licensing authority, how it can bo 
composed of a mass meeting ; I think you must limit it 
in somo way. 

62,22S. With regard to the tied house, I understood 
you to say that whether it was a tied house or whether 
it was a lrco house, yon would have a legitimate 
tenant, or a bond fide tenant ? — Certainly, with a 
substantial tenure. 

62.224. With regard to the endorsement of licenses, 

I think yon said you would have every license endorsed 
for any offence whatever ? — I did not go quite so far. 

I snicl 1 would have the presumption in favour of 
endorsement instead of against it, as it is at present. 

62.225. Then may 1 say that you would have tho Endorse- 
lioense endorsed for the first offence? — That would ment of 
depend on tho offence. I think thero might bo ca-.os in eonvie- 
which I would not endorse it for the first offence. If it tions. 
were a had case I would endorse it, ntilcss there wero 
extenuating circumstances shown. 

62.226. If it wore to become statute law that the 
first offence would cause an endorsement, yon could not 
help yourself, could you ? — Yes, you oan easily draw a 
provision that the magistrate was to endorse the 
license unless ho considered the special circumstances 
of tho ease warranted him in not endorsing it. 

62.227. In that case yon would make it discretionary 
by a provision ? — Yes, discretionary, but pointing iti a 
particular direction. 

62.228. (Mr. Whittaker.) The endorsement would 
take place unless the magistrates ordered otherwise ? — 
Certainly. 

62.229. (Mr. Htjalop.) With regard co clubs, I think Clubs, 
you say that at one time you had a good number of 
these clubs in Dublin ? — I road of it. I do not profess 

to have any special knowledge of Dublin. 

62.230. Yon believe the police have sufficient power 
to stamp them out? — They did stamp them out. 
Whether tho police require any additional powers I 
would leave to the police, and if tho police ask for them 
I would give them. 

62.231. The other kind oE club— the better class ef 
residential club — yon would not interfere with? — Well, 
really, I think that the comparison of tho ordinary 
respectable club with the pnblie-honse is largely cant. 

No gentlemen assembled together want drunken people 
amongst them. 

62.232. We cannot assume that they are druuken 
people in these better-class clubs P — So I say, and that 
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is the protection yon have in a better-class clnb against 
drunkenness. The amenity of the club cannot be 
preserved if you have drunkenness in it, so it is to the 
interest of every member of a respectable club not to 
permit drunkenness. 

62.233. You are aware that these clubs sell to their 
members wines, spirits, and beer precisely as any 
public-house does? — Exactly, except that the profit 
goes to the club. 

62.234. As a temperance man, would you-advocate 
any restriction ? — As a counsel of perfection, and to 
set an example, 1 should have no objection whatever to 
placing restrictions on the sale of liquor in clubs ; but I 
do not believe that any serious evil arises in the case of 
respectable clubs. 

62.235. {Mr. Walker.) Yon have stated to the Chair- 
man that you are a total abstainer ? — Yes. 

62.236. Probably from that circumstance you have 
not much sympathy with the licensed victualler ?— I 
suppose a man’s own habits necessarily influence his 
opinions. I should say that would be a fair 
assumption. 

62.237. Are you in favour of prohibition P— I do not 
think prohibition is within tne range of practical 
politics in these countries, at present at any rate. I 
would consider that matter when it arises. 

62.238. Then your answer would be jndged by the 
circumstances of the day ? — True. 

62.239. I ask for your opinion P — My view on that 
point is that prohibition in the face of strong popular 
tooling against itwonld be more likely to be mischievous 
than beneficial. I think it is just as dangerous to 
legislato in advance of public opinion as to legis- 
late behind it. I should bo glad to see public 
opinion in these countries so advanced that it was 
possible to make a proposition of that kind prac- 
ticable. 

62.240. May I take it that yon arc in favour of prohi- 
bition ? — I am not in favour of prohibition in the 
present circumstances. 

62.241. As to tied houses, you consider that a person 
holding a tied house forces the occupier to sell as much 
beer as possible ? — That is my view. 

62.24 2. Do I take it as your answer that if it were a 
free house ho would aot care to sell any beer at all? — 
I do not lay down any such absurdity. It must always 
bo his interest to sell beer. It is only u question of 
whether you will aggravate his natural tendency to 
do so by a system which places unnatural pressure upon 
him. 


62.243. Is that iu accordance with ordinary human 
nature that you are seeking to do others good to your 
own saorifice ? — I should not expect to find any tendency 
of that kind largely amongst licensed traders. 

62.244. Can you tell me what has given rise to that 
opinion in your mind, that a tied-house tenant is com- 
pelled by some influence to sell as much beer 
as uossible P — I think if I were in the position 
of being a monthly tenant to a brewer, and the 
traveller came round week by week and examined 
my sales book, and said, “ Mr. So-and-So, your sales 
“ aro very short this week ; now there’s so-and-so over 
“ the way; he has sold so much. Really we are 
" expecting better from you ” — if I were a publioan in 
that position, I think I would look about me, and see 
if 1 could not improve my sales. 

62.245. Then you would have no evidence of such a 
condition in an agreement or anything of the kind to 
that effect ? — I am sure no such agreement exists. 

62.246. You say that from the very simple fact of 
holding a tied house ho is compelled to sell consider- 
ably more beer than otherwise ho would sell. I want 
to know upon what practical knowledge which you 
possoss you make that statement ? — I think, under the 
circumstances that I have mentioned, if I saw the 
police out of the way on a Sunday morning and a 
thirsty soul come along, I should probably let him in. 

62.247. Could yon give any reason why, as a free 
man, he should not seek to do business as though ho 
held a tied house P — I have pointed out to you that he 
has an inducement which the ordinary publican has 
not. If the ordinary publican Las, as ho ought to have, 
a substantial interest in his business, it is his interest 
not to break the law and not to run the risk of 
forfeiting his license. 


62,243. Then do tied-house tenants break the law » u 
— I should say so. Hta' 

62,24.9. Are they not punished for it ? — Sometimes. .V.P.’ 

62,250. Are not they removed P — The tenant is ~" 
removed, but not the license. 


62.251. Does the license belong to the tenant?— To 

ask if n tied-house license belongs to a tenant is rather 
a contradiction in terms. Tt belongs to him technically 
but not substantially. 3 ’ 

62.252. May I take it it is your opinion that the more 
value the occupier imports into tho business the better 
the security or guarantee for the protection of morals P 
— I think so. 

62.253. The better the class of man, and the more 
respectable the man, the better it is for the public 
generally ? — By all means. 


62,254. Have you anything to say in reference to tho Cliaracter 
general conduob and character of the licensees of your of Cork 
district P— There arc a very large number of prosecu- licenses 
tions for breaking the law. 


62.255. Have yon anything to say as to their 
character ? — I think the remark I have made carries its 
own meaning. 

62.256. There arc a large number of prosecutions. 
Are they out of proportion in Cork to any other city of 
Ireland ?— I do nor. say that Cork is worse than any 
other city in Ireland. I should be glad to think that 
Cork was better. 1 am a Cork man and a Cork 
member. I should be very sorry to run down Cork 
publicans. 


62,257. Are not licensees, so far aa you know them, 
as respectable a class of men as any other class of Her 
Majesty’s subjects?— 1 am sure Cork publicans are as 
respectable as Irish publicans generally. 


62.258. As any other class of men p — There is no word 
in the English language less capable of accurate 
definition than the word “ respectable.” You remember 
Carlyle’s definition of a respectable raau as a man who 
kept a gig. 

62.259. With roforence to Sunday cloning, yon stated p u bfe 

to the Chairman that the feeling was not strung either opinion 
one way or the other? — I do not think there is much and 
feeling on temperance questions in Irolaud. We are Suod»j 
too fond of politics in Ireland. closing. 


62,260. That is your statement as to tho feeling? — 
Yes. 


62.261. Yon accept that ? — By all means. 

62.262. Yon statud that you yourself would have 
Sunday closing P — Yes. 

62.263. If you had it in your power yon would 
have Sunday closing over tho whole of Ireland?— 
Certainly. 

62.264. Do yon consider yourself qualified, boiug a 
total abstainer, to determine that tho houses should 
he closed on Sunday ? — Admirably. 

62.265. When, according to your statement, public 
opinion is equally divided ? — I did not say that public 
opinion was equally divided. I said there was no public 
opinion on the question. I did not at all say that there 
was public opinion against. 

62.266. What do you mean by “feeling”? — I made 
no statement which could in any way imply that there 
was feeling against tho Sunday closing of public- 
houses. I should be sorry to do so, aud I do not 
believe it. 


62,267. Is it, not a fact that last session 22 Irish 
members voted for it and 20 against it, and is nut 
that being pretty nearly equally divided, and did not 
they represent public opinion or public feeling?— An 
Irish member represents an Irish constituency for idl 
purposes. In Ireland, I am sorry to say, wo do not 
conduct parliamentary elections on temperance ques- 
tions. A man is elected because ho is a Parnollite or 
an Anli-Pornellitc — on some high question of Hint 
kind. 


62,268. You admit that public opinion in Ireland is 
about equal as to Sunday closing ? — I did not euy so. 
I said there was no public opinion, speaking roughly, 
on temperance questions in Ireland. I expressed the 
opinion very strongly that there was substantially no 
feeling against Sunday closing outside the trade. 
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6-2,269. Do yon say that there has been no public 
opinion on temperance questions expressed in Ireland? 
—I did not say there was no public opinion, or if 1 did 
I should correct myself. 1 say there is not much 
public opinion on these temperance questions in Ireland. 
Our thoughts are not turned very much in that 
direction. 

62,270. Do you admit that public opinion, taking it 
how you like, is not nearly equally divided as to this 
question of Sunday closing ? — I do not admit anything 
of the kind. 

, 62,271. Do yon admit that there is a large minority P 
— I do not. 

62.272. You will not deny the fact of the vote in the 
House of Commons p — I will not deny the fact, cer- 
tainly. Thu division lists would confound xne if I 
did. 

62.273. With reference to the bond fule traveller, you 
are of opinion that the thi-ee milos limit should be 
extended to six miles ? — Yes. 


a record ; giving the magistrate power, if ho thought 
there were extenuating circumstances, not to record. 
At present the pvoMimption is rather the other way. 
The tendency of magistrates under tho existing law is 
not to record. I think the tendency should he the 
other way. 

62.286. The law at the present lime gives a dis- 
cretionary power to the stipendiary magistrate ? — Which 
I think he exercises wrongly. When I say wrongly I 
do not mean wrongly in point of law but wrongly iu 
the interests of public policy. 

62.287. He is a responsible officer of the Crown 
placed there for tho purpose of discharging his duty. 
You do not wish to impugn the acts of the magistrates ? 
— I am discussing the law and uot the acts of the 
magistrates. 

62.288. You would give discretionary power, and I 
reply to you that the law does give a discretionary 
power to magistrates ? — I would rnther point out in 
the law how that discretion ought to be exercised in 
the normal case. 


62,27-1'. Have you any other qualification of your own 
to suggest for the bond fide traveller P — The qualifica- 
tion of the bond fide traveller, in my judgment, is that 
he should be a bond fide traveller. 

62.275. Take tho case of a fully grown man— an adult 
—taking' a walk out of the city of Cork three miles ? — 
I think it is ludicrous to say a man that walks three 
miles is a bond fide traveller. It is enough to make 
one laugh. 

62.276. It would take him nearly an hour, and if his 
system wero exhausted it would require a stimulant ? 
—All I can say is, if my system were likely to be ex- 
hausted after a three-mile walk, I would stay at home. 

62.277. Would not it bo regarded somewhat as an 
attack on the freedom of tho subject P — All laws invade 
the freedom of the subject. The nature of any law is 
that it restricts human freedom. 


62.278. Is not it a great restriction of the freedom of 
the subject that lie should uot, after walking three 
miles, bo permitted to partake of some refreshment if 
ho so desires H — I do uot think tho average man would 
feel it very much. 

62.279. With roforcnco to endorsement, what did you 
moan when you said “ I thiuk it would be interesting 
to have a rotumon the license "? Is that all the purpose 
yon had in viowP — That observation did uot relate to 
endorsements, I think. 1 said it would be interesting 
to have a return of police prosecutions of all kinds, 

• "owing the number of convictions, and enabling a 

• imparison to be instituted as regards the proportion 
of convictions comparing licensing cases with non- 
licensing eases. 

62.280. You arc a solicitor P — Yos. 

62.281. Have you practised in the licensing courts? 
— Very little. 

62.282. Are you not aware that all offences are re- 
corded, whether licensing offences or any other P — I am 
afraid wo rather differ as regards tho meaning of “ re- 
corded.” If you mean recorded in tho sense that tho 
magistrate writes down the conviction in a book, he 
certainly does that; bnt I understood when recording, 
was referred Lo, what was referred to was the special 
record referred to in the Licensing Aots — a record on 
the license. 

62.283. I only asked tho question following your own 
lino of evidence. I am quite prepared to keep the old 
endorsement of the license it you like, bnt you said 
you thought it would bo interesting to have a return. 
Is tint tho only motive you hnve for suggesting that 
all offences should be recorded on tho license, merely 
that it would be interesting ? — I assure you my remark 
about tho return bad no reference whatever to the 
i ccord on licenses. I was answering a question by Sir 
Algernon West as regards whether the present tribunal 
for the hearing of licensing offences was a satisfactory 


62.284. Having an offence, whether a slight or a 
ivvcre offenco, recorded on tho license, and on the day 
!■ r renewal that license presented to the magistrates, 
would it not bo intended to act ns a deterrent to tlio 
1: agintratcs renewing the license?— I did not, express 
l’i opinion that all offences should he recorded. 

(.2,285. I ask you what it is you require ?— I should 
make the presumption in licensing cases i 


u favour of 


62.289. If a license wero endorsed, and the man gave 
up the house and the license passed to another ir.au, 
would you still continue the endorsement or let him 
have a clean sheet? — I should not allow the mere 
i ransfer to wipe out the endowment ipso faclo. I think 
that would be a strong measure. 

62.290. You would not allow the transfer to wipe out 
tlio endorsement?— No. 

62.291. Should it remain in perpetuity ? — I believe 
tho present limit i9 five years, and I certainly should 
not be in favour of catting down that limit. 

62.292. You state in your opinion that the more 
respectable the man the more solidity he has, and the 
more worldly wealth the better for the public P — I 
think so. 

62.293. Is it at all feasible that a man possessing 
those qualities would seek to purchase a property 
already damaged by his predecessor who had suffered 
for his offence P — It is his look-out if ho chooses to buy 
a damaged property. 

62.294. Do you think it is for the public benefit ? — I 
think it is for the public benefit that a breach of tho 
licensing laws should be punished. That is the first 
proposition. You may qualify it afterwards if you 

62.295. If a man commits an offence he should bo 
punished. I ask you if that endorsement under which 
the man has been pnuished and compelled to get rid of 
his house should remain on the license, with all its 
terrors to the new tenant, who may be a most respec- 
table man ? — The man is not compelled to get rid of his 
license. 

62.296. You decline. to answer my question?— I do 
not. That is not a fair representation of my observa- 
tions. I am pointing out that your question involves 
an erroneous assumption. 

62.297. Shall I put it again P — Yes, correcting the 
erroneous assumption. 

62.298. I say that a license being endorsed a man is 
compelled to yield up his premises ? — I say that be is 
not. He is not compelled to yield up his premises 
because there is an endorsement. 

62.299. Assuming he does give it up. He would be 
unwise to continue ic, aad probably if he did, as you 
have previously stated, the owner of tho property would 
compel him to give it up. It is only natural to assume 
he would yield up his license? — That is not our 
experience in Ireland. A man does not give up his 
license for one endorsement. 


62.300. How many endorsements does it take to 
make him give it upP — My experience is ho does 
not yield up his premises till the law takes them from 

62.301. That is different from what it is in England. 
I put the question to you presuming he did yield it up, 
or sell it, and would you say that his successor should 
still carry forward tho offences of his predecessor: 
— That is to say, shall the man who has a damaged 
article to sell be allowed to sell it as if it were 
not damaged P I should uot allow him to do so. 

62.302. In answer to Sir Oharles Cameron, I thinl 
yon stated that so long as you have a restriction on the 
sale of drink so long would yon have illicit sale, Die 

Ff 4 
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you make that statement ? — No, I made no such state- 
ment. That would involve an argument against all 
restrictions on the sale of drink, which certainly is the 
last thing I shonld havo dreamed of advocating. I 
I must have conveyed my meaning badly. 


62,30:5. Did you not say you will have an illicit 
trade ? — Certainly not. I said the contrary. 

62,30k Did you say this in relation to clubs : “Ido 


“ not see that any very great harm is done in clubs P 
— 1 said legitimate clubs, 1 think. 

62.305. Put in the word “ legitimate. " You say 
there is no great harm in a legitimate club? — I 
think so. 

62.306. What do you call a legitimate club or an 
illegitimate club? — A legitimate club is a club formed 
for the purpose of social intercourse, and not for 
drinking. 

62.307. Arc there such clubs in Ireland as clubs 
formed entirely for social intercourse and no drinking 
permitted? — I did not say no drinking permitted. 1 
Said for the primary purpose of social intercourse. 


62.308. Have you any knowledge of any club in 
Ireland where no drink is permuted ? — 'i'hcro are such 
clubs. 


62,309. Havo you any knowledge of them? — Cer- 
tainly. There arc political clubs m Ireland where no 
sale of drink is permitted— Catholic institutions, very 
cognate to clubs, that would not dream of permitting 
the sale of drink. 


02,310. The majority of clubs sell drink? — Quite 
true. 


62.311. And sell drink at all hours? — Quite true. 

62.312. When the public-houses are closed ? — Yes. 

62.313. Ti: your judgment is drink sold iu clnbs less 
injurious than drink sold in properly and legally con- 
stituted houses? — Not a hit. 

62.314. (Hr. Ywtg) Arc you aware that in those 
tied houses to which yon have referred they are not 
restricted to soli only the particular beverage as to 
which there is a restriction P — I am quite aware of that, 
and I rather minimised tho importance of the restric- 
tion on tho sale of liquor. I said expressly that I 
thought tho chief evil iu til’d houses was not tho 
restriction limiting tho publican to ono particular 
brewer’s liquor, 

62.315. (Dein JJiohinsM.) You said chore was not a 
very strong opinion about Sunday closing in Ireland. Do 
you remember that in Cork there was a lar^e majority 
on a houso-to-liouso canvass in favour? — Yes. When 
meetings are culled they nro well attended. In the 
past two months I havo attended two large meetings 


happy to do anything I can in thnt direction. 

62.327. Thorp have boon a great many witnesses 
before the Commission who seemed to think that there t-,~~ 
can he no worso licensing authority possible in the case 

of Ireland than tho ordinary magistrates ? — 1 could, I * 
think, imagine an infinitely worse. 

62.328. What would you suggei t? — I think yon could 
invent a worse. That is a very strong proposition. 

It is quite sufficient, I think, for me to say that I do 
not. consider it an ideal body. 

62.329. Thou yon thiuk that giving the licensing 
authority to tho couuty court judge, with perhaps tho 
addition of the local knowledge of two or three resident 
magistrates, with an nppo.il to tho ussizc-goiug judge, Couirv 
would bn. .sufficient ? — 1 shonld think that the countv court 
court judge would make a good tribunal. I should not judge and 
add any resident magistrates to him ; but I must add that i-iqivuls. 
even to n county court judge I would not confide, in the 
present circumstances of Ireland, tho power of granting 

a new license except on the condition of other licenses 
boing surrendered. 

62.330. Would you not give a light of appeal on 
m niters of law to tho nssizo-goiug judge? — Ou matters 
of law, yes. 

62.331. I only meant that - the resident magistrate 
could supply a new county conrl judge with the local 
information r — I think legally thero would be an objec- 
tion to that. The court is supposed to act on evidence, 
and I think a lawyer would say it would not ho com- 
petent for a resident magistrate- to offer wbnc would 
practically bo evidence from the Bench. I think it 
would be bettor, if making any change at all, to leave 
that power in the bands of tho county court jndge. 


assize -going jndge P — Yes. 

62,333. [ViuowU ilc You do not attach im 


portance to that knuwlc-dge? — The court is not sup- 
posed to act ou local knowledge, hut on evidence. It 


would bo very mischievous if you had a legal tribunal 
supposed to act on knowledge in its own breast. All 
legal tribunals nro bound to act on sworn evidence. 


past two months I havo attended two large meetings 
in tho city of Cork, chiefly attended by working men, 
and all in favour of Sunday closing. 

62.316. Do you know, on the other hand, of any large 
meetings of working men against Sunday closing? — 
Certainly not in Cork. 

62.317. Nor in Dublin. Are you aware also there 
was a large majority in Dublin? — I believe so. 

62.318. Pcrhaji8 you aro also aware there is a very 
active society callott tho Irish Society for the Prevention 
of Intemperance, which consists of clergymen and 
laymen of all denominations P — Yes, and it does a great 
deal of good. 

62,819. They aro at present carrying on a very 
vigorous movement — a crusade they call it — in favour 
of Sunday closing ? — I am quite aware of it. 

62.320. Is not that public opinion ? — Some. I only 
regret that thero is not a groat deal more. 

62.321. You ni'Q in accord with that movoment ? — 
Quite. 

62.322. Tlion you aro aware that there is a Bill at 
present boforo the Houso providing for two classes of 
inebriates ? — Yes. 

62.323. You are awnro that it was stated— perhaps 
charitably stated — thut there were no inebriates in 
Ireland. Is that your conviction?— I am afraid that 
thnt was a jocular observation. 

62.324. It is not an absolute fact ? — I am afraid not. 

62.325. Yon are in favour of that Bill, if it is passed 
into an Act, being extended to Ireland ? — Certainly. 

62.326. I hope that as a member of Parliament— 
perhaps I am not entitled to put it iu that way to you — 


62,334. Are these tied houses i: 


62,335. All of them ? — All of them. 


62,336. With reference to your suggestions about the lti-dnetioi 
grant of now licenses, would you like us to lay down of license! 
any standard of proportion of licenses to population at by sorren- 
all? — I do not think it would bo necessary ntt all. tiers, Sc. 
I should go on reducing tho licenses till a state of 
things arose which ruquired the intervention of 
Parliament again. 


62.337. You havo .stated that yon think no new 
license should bs granted unless on condition that tho 
applicant conld prove thut ho had purchased up one or 
more licenses ? — Net one or more — more. I should not 
allow a now license to bo granted merely because one 
license was purchased up. 

62.338. Yon stated two or three ? — At least two, and 
as many more as you liko. 

62.339. You would leovo it to the discretion of the 
local licensing authority how many licenses he should 
require to be cancelled before granting a new one? — 
Yes, Bubjcot to what I have said, thut I would provide 
in the Bill something in tho nature of a scale founded 
ou comparison of value. 


02,340. Only ou that — uot on population? — Not c 
population at present. 


62,341. Yon stated, also, that to 


' carry out your slig- 
ht within which tne 
•dor tc grant a now 


02,312. Would that net in this wav, that a new 
license might bo granted in a rnral district on con- 
dition of the cancolTing of licensos within a town within 
the district? — It would if you adopted a wide area, 
but subject to the discretion of the court. 1 would not 
compel the court in all cases to grant a license. 

62.343. I do not understand yon to suggest that, 
for a moment, but thut would he the standardly which 
you would go ? — Yes, largely. 

62.344. You would lay down that no new license 
should he granted except on condition of cancelling 
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Vr.il/. some specific number of licenses?— 1 should lay that 
down very strictly. 

02,3-15. Still you are not in favour of laying down 
any standard of proportion of population?— I do not 
think the necessity for that would arise at present, 
because I conceive that if the system I have advocated 


M.P. 


it would take many years Mr. M. 
— So reduced that you would Jtealy, 
have at all to consider tho element of population. M.P. 

62,34-6. In fact, you would bo contemplating future 7717, ao 

legislation ? — Yes, but it would be in the very distant Atay 


. Tho witness withdrew. 


His Honour Judge Ore called in and examinod. 


his 1 


62,34.7. ( Sir Algernon We&t.) You ure county court 
judge for county Down and half of Antrim F — Yes. 

-T f 62,348. Howlong have you held that office?— In 1891, 
? ; iiron ot Eeven years ago, 1 was appointed county court judge of 
i*** 1 Monaghan and Fermanagh. In 1897 I was transferred 
to connty Down, and at the commencement of the present 
year a smajl portion of County Down was taken from 


EsMssifc 62,352. Therefore you have a view, I suppose, as to the 
•j»kruf number that ought to exist? — Yes. The number of 
public-houses at present is very excessive. 


fed (or 


me and nddecl to the district of tho Eocorder of Belfast, 
and in return for that half of Antrim was given to me. 

62.34.9. From your experience have you come to tho 
conclusion that the state of the licensing law is very 
confused ? — Hopelessly confused. 

62,350. And would reqnire consolidation P— Codifica- 
tion to a large extent. 


62,351. Will you toll the Commission what, from your 
experience as county court judge, are the reasons that 
have induced crime in Ireland? — I have not the slightest 
hesitation in saying that nearly all the ordinary crime 
I have laid to do with has been created directly or 
indirectly by the public-houses. 


,353. Are you talking of your own distriotP — 
Principally of my own distinct; but generally from my 
knowledge. I may give an instance that impressed me 
when I was county court judge of Fermanagh. There 
is a little village in Fermanagh called Derrygonelly 
where tho population by the last census was 250. There 
were ten public-houses there — that is. one for every 25 
men, women, ami children, and in addition to that there 
wero, if I recollect rightly, either one or two spirit 
grocers. 

62,354. What is your view as to the possibility of 

B diminishing those licensed houses ? — I think that if tho 

iztone’g ease of Olitheroe was overruled by Aot of Parliament 
it would bo possible gradually to diminish them, and 

K rhaps weed out the bad ones. Olitheroe's caso was 
cided in 1877 by the Irish Court of Quoon's Bench as 
it then existed, and it decided that in the case of 
transfers the licensing authority could not take into 
account the existing number of public-houses ; that is, it 
comes to this, that a transfer must be granted as a 
matter of course. That decision took the profession 
very much by surprise, and it has been disapproved of 
very much by the succeeding judges. I think if it was 
overruled so that the licensing authority could take into 
aocount the existing number of houses in the case of 
transfers, gradually without injustice to anyone, the 
number would bo properly reduced. In many of the 
towns of Ireland — in fact, in most of them — the popula- 
tion is decreasing, though that is not so iu my district. 
Iu my district it is increasing, but in many parts it is 
decreasing, and what would not- have been at all ex- 
cessive 25 or 30 years ago would bo quite excessive 
now. I think the licensing authority ought to have the 
same power- in cases of transfer that they have in cases 
of new licenses. 


can only come to the conclusion that the present Judge 
licensing authority is a very bad one. Orr. 

62.358. Would you allow tho licensing authority to ho — — 
the county court judge only? — Certainly. 

62.359. With any power of appeal ? — Not of what we Appeals, 
call an appeal in Ireland, I would give no appeal to the 

judge of assize. Iu the seusc iu which the term appeal 
is used in Ireland, it means a re-hearing, and if yon 
give nu appeal in that sense to the judge of assize, 
you would make him the actual licensing authority, 
because in every case inlwhich a license was refused there 
would he an appeal as a matter of course. The ex- 
pense is small and the license is valuable, and there 
would be certaiu to he an appeal in those cases, and I 
think there would be an appeal iu most cases when 
either the temperance people or the police or anyone 
else was opposing ; so that practically you wonld make 
the judge of assize really the licensing authority, and I 
think the county court judge must be muoh better 
acquainted with the county than the judge of assize. 

The county court judge has four quarter sessions every 
year. In addition to that, he is the revising barrister, 
and has to revise tlve voters' lists for the parliamentary 
franchise, and will have to revise tho lists for the new 
county councils, and that takes him to every part of his 
county periodically. He must know his county better 
than the judge of the high court, who only goes there 
once every two or three years ; but 1 would give an 
appeal in this sense, that if any question of law arose, 

I would make it compulsory for tho county court judge 
to state a case, not for tho judge of assize, but for 
the Queen’s Beuch Division. At tho assizes things are 
hurried ; ovoryone is in a linvry to go to the next town. 

There is no library, and counsel cannot properly 
prepare themselves. It would he far better to havo tho 


matter quietly and properly argued in the Queen's Bench 
Division, and I would make it compulsory for the 


county court judge, if any quostion of law arose, to 
state a case. 

62.360. That would he the only instance in which you 
Would allow on appeal ? — Yes. 

62.361. (Dean Dicliinaon.) Do you mean compulsory 
when asked ? — Certainly. If not asked there would be 
no need. 


62,362. (Sir Algernon West.) You have, I think, some TC\-ils of 
views as to the necessity for publicans supplying solid drink 
food? — Yes. I think a great deal of the mischief is without 
dono in this way. My districts are principally rural, food, 
and I am acquainted with peoplo coming into market, 
perhaps starting very early in the morning and getting 
a very snmll breakfast, going tho whole day without 
any food, and when business is over, going into the 
public-houses and drinking bad liqnor. I think if the 
food were there they would take it and then the liquor 
would not do so muoh harm. 


62,355. You mean 'that tho licensing authority should 
for the public good say they wonld not renew a license? 
— I did not say renew. That is an entirely diil’crent 
thing, I 3aid transfers. I should not interfere with the 
right of renewal at all, but in transfers I should. 




,350. Aro you of opinion that the present licensing 
authority is a good or not a good one ? — I think it is 
very bad. 

02,357. From your own experience you say that? — 

From my own experience, and not merely my judicial 
experience, but from my experience at tho bar, when I 
used to go round. I never practised at the licensing 
sessions strictly speaking, but when a young man I 
began to practise at quarter sessions and the county 
court, which is tho same thing and I heard what went 
ou, and from my experience, extending over 30 years, I 
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62.363. You do not mean adulterated liqnor hut Adultera- 
coarse or new liqnor P — I mean adulterated liquor. tion. 

62.364. Adulterated with anything except water P — 

Not by water. 

62.365. You do not think there are any illegal ingre- 
dients ? — I have always heard so. I cannot say I have 
any knowledge of my own on the subject. 

62.366. We have had much evidence beforo ns to the 
contrary, that no illicit or illegal ingredients are pus 
into the liquor? — I have always heard all my life, 
since I was old enough to hear anything, that it was so, 
and certainly I have seen country people going home 
after market in a state that I should not have thought 
real liquor would produce. I have seen them lying in 
a state of coma along the hedge-side. 

62.367. You do not know of any instances in which 
methylated spirits aro used?— Of my own knowledge I 
do not. 
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02.368. Then what do you say about the spirit 
grocers’ licenses ? — I think the spirit grocers are the 
greatest evil in Ireland. The law at present as regards 
spirit grocers is perfoctly absurd. It has beeu the 
subject of decisions in the Queen’s Bench Division, nnd 
I must take the law to be correct as laid (loan by them, 
and it comes to this that the licensing authority, which 
is the magistrates at petty sessions — not the county 
court judge— have no discretion at all. It has been 
decided that they cuauot take into account the unfit- 
ness of the promises with reference to their local 
surroundings ; it has also been decided that the magis- 
trates cannot inquire whether the applicant is really a 
grocer or whether he is not ; that that must be left to 
the Excise. The result is that unless the police can 
show the applicant is of bml character — which they never 
con — the spirit grocer's license goe3 as a matter of 
course. Then the consequence of that is that every 
ono who cannot get an ordinary license immediately 
goes and takes out a spirit grocer’s license, and the 
number of thorn is increasing enormously, aud many 
of them are in remote country districts far from police 
barracks aud in very ancient nnd wretched houses, and 
there is not the slightest doubt au immense amount of 
illegal tippling goes ou in them. 

62,309. Iu Ireland spirits are sold in open vessels by 
grocers ? — In bottles. 

02.370. And also ia open vessels ? — I am not sure— 
it is possible. There is nothing in the Act of Parlia- 
ment to restrict that that I know of. 

02.371. Wo have had evidonce that that is the easo 
in Ireland differing from what it is in England. Then 
also though you would therefore wish to see the law 
altered very much, you would not propose to abolish 
grocers' licenses? — If I could, I would; but I do not 
hope to do it. 

62.372. Ton think the law ought to he altered ? — I 
think at any rate the licensing authority, whatever it 
may be, should have absolute discretion whether a 
spirit grocer’s license should be granted or not without 
giving any reason at all for the refusal. 

02.373. Have yon nay views about Sunday closing, 
aud Saturday shorter hours? — As regards Sunday 
closing, I am not in favour of closing in the live 
exempted towns altogether. ‘My view is this, that if 
you have closing altogether, you would produce a 
greater evil than tho ouo you abolished, because you 
would give a tremendous impetus to sheboou housos 
and bogus dubs. 

02,3 7't . Would yon therefore be content with shorten- 
ing the hours on Sunday ? — On Sundays I should be 

uite content with shortening tho hours, say to 7 o’clock. 

think it would be of tho greatest importance to have 
earlier closing on Saturdays. 

62.375. Do you think that the Sunday closing in the 
country districts has had any ill effect, that is to say, 
lins produced illicit trading ?— Prom evidence given 
before me, and from what I have heard on various 
oconsions, I am sure it hns. I am sure there is a great 
deal of illicit trading in houses that ought to be closed. 

62.376. Would you be in favour of merely restricting 
the hours in the country districts ? — I do not know. 
I think perhaps tho host way would he to keep the law 
as it is at present with the simple change of having an 
earlier hour to close on Sundays in the five exempted 
cities. That probably would be the best way out of it. 

62.377. Then as to an earlier hom- on Saturdays ? — I 
place much more importance on that than I do on the 
earlier hour on the Sundays. I am speaking now from 
actual knowledge derived from evidence given before 
me in cases, that the artisan class and labouring clas3 fre- 
quently drink almost all their wages on Saturday night. 
1 had a case before me at the last sessions of two young 
men who had just got their week’s wages paid them on 
Saturday night; they began to drink at half-past 8, 
and by .half-pa9t 10 one had only Is. left and the other 
had spent half his wages. I have seen the wives 
hanging about the factory gates on pay night waiting 
to get hold of their husbands, so that possibly they 
might extract some coin out of them before they went 
to the public-house, because once they got there their 
ohnnoe of the week was gone. 

62.378. (Mr. Yowivnor.) Your pay-night is usually on 
Saturday F — Y ery often it is ou a Friday ; in Belfast it 
very often is ou a Friday. 


Wolff certainly pay on Friday, and I think a good j,j„ 
many others do too. 

62.380. (Sir Algernon West.) Have yon seen in your — 
experience any Bi-effects from the present provision TK 
about the lorn', fide traveller ? — That does not come 
before mu. I have never had cases before mo, but I lraTtUtr ' 
was listening here while Mr. Healy was under exami- 
nation, and 1 agree with him that it is most grotesque 

to call a man who walks 3 miles a bond Jule traveller. 

62.381. What limit would you put?— I should put 
10 miles as a minimum. 

02.382. Would you put auy other restriction on tho 
bond fide traveller beyond tho distance ? — I do not sec 
what else yon can do. If yon call him a bond fide 
traveller it is for somebody to find out whether he is or 
not. That is always the difficulty the magistrates have 
in dealing with these cases. The law is that a man 
who walks 3 miles for the purpose of getting drink is 
not a bund fide traveller, but if no walks 3 miles without 
the intention and gets thirsty, and takes a drink he is a 
bond fide traveller. Tho magistrates have to determine 
upon the evidence before them wliat category he conies 
under. 

62.383. As to the quality of liquor sold iu public- Quafin 
houses, have you any suggestions to make ? — If I have liquor’ 
been correctly informed, there is this very bad 
deleterious mixture made in many places, and I 
would enforce the provisions of the Food and Drugs 
Act very much more vigorously than they are, and 
make it compulsory on tho police to have periodical 
rounds of the public-houses from time to time, and 
make raids on them aud talco samples, watch tho 
people who were helping tho regular customers, and 
take care they were helped out of the same vessels, 

and have that analysed. I am perfectly sure a great 
deal of good would arise if that were done. 

62.384. Have you any other suggestions to make that Ciuira- I 
I have omitted asking you ? — I think I should like to ing, 
eay a little more about the licensing authority at 
quarter sessions. I think it has been before the 
Commission already that there is a great deal of 
canvassing amongst tho magistrates. I have rend the 
evidence on that, and I can only say as regards that 

that I agree with it. I. do not think that cases are 
what I may call judicially dutorxmned. Whim cases 
do come before a con it the court should bo entirely 
ignorant of everything before the case comes on, and 
the cases should be decided entirely on the evidence 
given in the court. It is very desirable to have a little 
local knowledge to aid iu analysing the evidence, but 
at the same time the cases should be decided on the 
evidence, ana I do not think that is done — in fact, I 
am sure it is not douc. There is a great deal of 
canvassing goes ou amongst thu magistrates. 

62.385. Do not tho magistrates accept the guidance Pre;:: 
as a rule of the county court judges P — I find they nevor fysttac 
do. Then there is another tning, that the court as at wotti.’- 

resent constituted is quite unworkable from its size. 

n tho county Down, according to Thom’s Directory 
at the begiimiug o£ this year, there were 302 magis- 
trates. That is one of the counties of which I am the 
judge. In fact, there are so many magistrates that we 
Lave not a full supply of grand jurors at. quarter 
sessions, because she quarter sessions being tho 
magistrates’ court, a magistrate cannot bo a grand 
juror in it, and the result is that I never have a full 
grand jury in that large nnd populous and rich county 
of Down, and I have never had ouo yet. 

62.386. (Mr. Young.) Ia it Newry that you speak of? 

— Newry is one of the towns. Then every one of those 
302 magistrates has » right to attend every quarter 
sessions in tho licensing court if lie chooses. Of course, 
we never have them all, bnt we have a large number. 

To give you an instance. At Downpatrick last October, 
at the annual licensing sessions, wo had 74 magistrates, 
and although my courts I think are tho best in Ireland, 
they arc very commodious and well arranged courts, 
and very convenient in every way for the ordinap' 
discharge of business, it was absolutely impossible to 
get room for them. The bench perhaps would not hold 
more than a dozen, so I had to put magistrates lathe 
grand jury box, in tho common jury box, and all about 
the court. Of course, ono is not in touch with a court 
of that size. There are a number of people all about, 
and some of the magistrates are as far away from mo M 
to the farthest corner of this room, and I cannot getneai 
them or speak to thorn, or consult them in anyway, 
and, in fact, it is nob a court at all. Of course, I a® 


62,3/9. We have had evidence that a great many of 
tho larger employers pay on Friday? — Harland and 
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strongly of opinion with the other witnesses that have 
been examined, that the power of licensing should he 
in the hands of the county court judge alone ; but if 
that is not done, I would suggest as an alternative, that 
the magistrates in Ireland should bo compelled to do 
what I understand the magistrates in England do 
voluntarily, that is, elect a licensing committee, that 
each quarter sessions town should have a district 
allotted to it, and let the magistrates for that district 
elect a certain number of their own body, say 8 or 10, 
or whatever number might be fixed upon, to form a 
permanent licensing committee. That would be a very 
workable court. It would be more under the influence 
of the county court judge, and I think the best men 
would be elected, and in course of time, by the soma 
men constantly coming time after time, and having 
the examplo of tho county court judge before them ana 
Ids precepts, I think they might insensibly come to 
adopt judicial principles "in their decisions. At the 
same time, that is only an alternative. I should rather 
have tho county court judge alone. 

62.387. ( Viscount rfe Vosci.) I do not quite understand 
your evidence about transfers. Ton would reserve a 
discretion as to granting transfers P — 1 may explain, 
perhaps, what the law ie. The statute is the Act of 
William IY.— one of the principal Acts — and it is 
enacted that certain persons may oppose on the ground 
of the nnfitness of the premises and the existing 
number of public-diouaes. 

62.388. That is the granting of new licenses P — That 
section was general aud applied to all — the unfitness 
or unsuitability of _ premises, the unfitness or bad 
character ortho applicant, and the number of previously 
lioeused houses in the district. That was the law which 
applied both to new licenses and transfers down to tho 

E ' s year 1877. In the year 1877 the case of Clitheroe 

I against the Eocorder of Dublin was tried before the 

i. Queen’s Beuoh Division in Dublin, and they decided 
that in making transfers as opposed to now licenses, 
notwithstanding the wordB of tne section, tho magis- 
trates could not take into nccoant the existing number 
of licensed houses, and that thereforo no opposition 
could bo made by the police or by anybody else on that 
ground. As I have said, that took the whole profession 
by surprise. It has to he followod because the decision 
is there, but a similar case came on a good many years 
afterwards before nuothor Quoen’s Bench Court, when 
all the other judges had died or bad gone, and though 
they held themselves bound to follow CJlithcroe’s ease 
they highly disapproved of it. What 1 should propose 
is: that an Act should be passed enacting that 

Clithoroo’s oaso sbonld no longer he law, and that the 
magistrates should have she sanio discretion in granting 
transfers which they have in granting now licenses. I 
do not think it could work any harm, beenuso transfers 
generally tako place after a man’s death, when his 
executors, or somebody wants to transfer a license, and 
I do not think there would be any hardship in saying 
that the vested in terest, which you sav you have, was 
only the result of a sort of an accident by reason of 
this Clitheroe dooision, and you shall have no vested 
interest. 

62,389. Then the effect of that would bo that you 
would enuso a person to retain a license who no longer 
wished to pursuo tho businossP — Then let him givo it 
up if ho likes. 

62,391). It would ho a question with him, whether ho 
gave it up or asked for a renewal, if he continued it at 
his own couvoniouco P — Or take his chance. 


62.398. What was the character of those licensed houses i 0 j[ av . 98 

—were they public-houses ?— Yes, all public -ho uses. ‘ y 

62.399. No grocers’ licenses ? — As well as I recollect 
there were cither one or two grocers’ licenses in 
addition. 

62.409. Then there were 10 ordinary public-houses ? 

— Yes ; seven-day licenses. 

62.401 . Did those houses conduct any other business ? 

—No. 

02.402. Their sole living was obtained from soiling 
liquor P — So far as I know. 

e2,403. You have spokon of the great number of 
public-houses; do they all get a living? — Well, they 
all exist and they all go on, and if a man wants to 
transfer a license and sell it ho can always get a pur- 
chaser. 

62.404. Is not that a proof that there is a necessity 
for a class of house of this character ? — I think not ; I 
think it is a proof that there are far too many facilities 
for getting drunk. 

62.405. The fact that all these licensees are getting a 
living, paying rates and taxes, and are good citizens, 
obeying tho law, is no proof that they are required at 
all in the country P — I do not think so. 1 do not 
think there is any requirement for people to be habi- 
tually intoxicated every ‘fair or market-day, which is 
what one secs. 

62.406. You would not permit a license to bo a trims- Transfers, 
fer&ble property P — I should not make it transferable as 

of right. I would givo the . licensing authority a dis- 
cretion to say whether the particular license should ho 
transferred or should not, and if he had that power he 
would he able to weed out a great many undesirable 
houses. In the past licenses have been grunted to 
houses which should never have had a license at all ; 
houses where there is a communication with a common 
yard, so that tho people can get from one house to 
another, which makes it impossible for the polico to 
exorcise proper superintendence. There aro a great 
many things of that sort, and I think if the licensing 
authority had full discretion in those matters, in the 
course of time you would find all these bad houses 
weeded out and a better class and a smaller class 
substituted. 

62.407. Would not this law operate against the bettor 
class you mention as well as against the inferior class ? 

— I do not think so. 

62.408. Is it likely that you will get a better class of 
men if you offer no facilities for ordinary commercial 
usages of trading? — I think if it becomes known that 
the people witli good houses and good accommodation 
are most likely to obtain licenses, you will have people 
of that sort applying for them. 

62.409. But you say they aro to be loft to the mercy 
of one man aud his discretionary power, whether ho 
allows a transfer or not f — I think it is whnt we call a 
judicial discretion ; it will be exercised on judicial 
principles with regal’d to justice and tho evidenco 
before him, and the wants of the neighbourhood. 

62.410. Is an absolute power ip the coso of one man Licensing 
calculated to create confluence in the administration of authority, 
justico, generally speaking? — I do not know. I can 

say that there could not posiibly bo loss confidence in 
anything than in tho present tribunal. 


- oiug 62,391. {Dean Dickinson.) You have recommended an 
v elected body or a selcotod body of magistrates from tho 
'*'*• other magistrates? — I mean elected by their brother 
magistrates. 

62.392. From your knowledge of Ireland generally 
do you think in all parts of Ireland that would work 
satisfactorily P — I only propose that as an alternative to 
giving the solo power to the county court judge, which 
I am clearly of opinion is far the best thing that could, 
he done. 

62.393. Do yon think it would be the best to give it 
to the county court judge alone P — I have no doubt 
upon that at all. Tho other is only an alternative. 

62,894. For want of a better? — For want of a bettor. 

62,395. Yon do not think it would bo absolutely 
•v . good ? — I do not. 

■ikt'of 62,396. (Mr. Wallier.) You state that tho number of 
'-4. public-houses is excessive ? — Yob. 


62.411. You say the present licensing authority is 
very bad. May 1 aslc m what respect P — From what 
I have explained, and os has been detailed by previous 
witnesses, au immense deal of canvassing goes on 
amongst the magistrates, and many magistrates — 

I do not say all, far from it, but a large number of 
magistrates— have pledged themselves to vote for a 
particular license before they come into court at all. J. 
say that is wrong. 

62.412. Are you of opinion that tho canvassing is a Caurats- 
very bad thing ? — I think it is the destruction of any- ing. 
thing in the nature of the jtidioial office. Wo are all 
supposed to be judges. What would bo said in tho 

case of a suit in the high court hei’e, if a litigant wroto 
to all the judges beforehand saying ho had such and 
such a cose coming on, and respectfully rec|Uestingthe 
particular judge to givo a decision in his favour? That 
is what goes on at quarter sessions.. 

02.413. The practice of canvassing in other respects 
savo that of licenses is not au objectionable ono P— Just 
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Judge as objectionable as in the onse of lioonses, but it does 
Orr. not exist to so great an extent. I do not know where 

it exists at all in other respects. 

10 May 9 8 t} 2 , 41 +. Anyone seeking an office generally uses all 

tho influence he possesses to obtain it? — He does, I 
suppose. 

02,4H>. In that ease yon wonld hare no objection ? — 
I hare nothing to do with that. 

62,410. Bat you would make it an offence where a 
licensee approaches by some friend a magistrate? — I 
thins it is a most outrageons thing to apply to a man 
who is called on hy his duty, and the oath he has taken 
to exorcise his duties in a judicial manner. It is most 
outrageous, before the case comes on to go beforehand 
and get him to pledge himself to a particular course of 
conduct. 

02.417. These gentlemen we have always been told 
are appointed by the Grown ? — By tho Lord Chancellor. 

(52,418. They arc gentlemen? — Well, Bluckstoue says 
a gentleman is anyone who has no occupation. 

62.419. Yon will not say they are not gentlemen? — 
Would you define a gentleman ? 

62.420. Tho assumption is that they aro all most 
respectable men, or otherwise the Crown would not 
-appoint thorn magistrates P—^ Very well. 

02.421. And tho Crown on that appointment wore of 
opinion that they were fit to exercise aud discharge tho 
unties of magistrates ? — Certainly, and I do not say for 
a moment they aro unfit to discharge tlieir other duties. 

(52,42*2. Yon say they are very bad, and I wont to 
ascertain from you in wliat way they are bad?— 
Because such a largo number allow themselves to be 
canvassed. I may bo wrong, but I think when a man 
who exercises functions which are judicial functions 
allows himself to be canvassed beforehand and pledges 
himself to a certain coarse of action that is very 
wrong. 

Licensing 62,423. Then you stated that yon thought the magis- 
enm- traces ns at present constituted attended in such large 

mittccs. numbers, were unwieldy, and, in fact, yon could get 
no communication with them, and you conld not agree 
npou any course of policy iu that court. Is that what 
yon meant?— I meant that they are out of touch. 
Thom arc a nambar of gentlemen sitting all round you 
and they cannot communicate with you or yon with 
them and you have uo control. 


these market towns and fairs, where there is no 
possibility of their getting what they want, are driven n * 
to the public-houses for Tack of something bettor. I Wrr ' 


think, if you had cither temperance cafds or public- 
houses bound to provide, like small hotels, a fair stock 
of provisions at a reasonable price, the people would 
take the food instead of taking tho drink ; and if they 
took oho drink they would only take a little with tlieir 
food, and it would do them no harm. 


yonr scheme, that they should appoint, as iu England, 
a licensing committee, so that they would he more 
under tho influence of the county court judge. If they 
aro to he entirely under tho influence of the comity 
court judge what is the use of having a committee of 
magistrates at all? — In the first place I do not mean 
absolutely under the influence of the county court 
judge. 

G2.425. Those were your words ? — Possibly ; but then 
words sometimes bear a meaning you do not intend. 
I mean, of course, that you should have a small body 
who would he under tho control of tho county court 
judge, aud he would have them iu hand and be able to 
guide them and tell them what the law was ; but as 
regards the second part of your question I may state 
aguin that I am peifbctly sure that it would bo better 
to give it to tho county court judge than liave a 
committee of tho wbolo body of magistrates. 

62,426. I have listened to these charges against the 
magistrates of Ireland, but here iu England the 
licensees look with great respect on their magistrates, 
and have the be3l possible respect for them, and I do 
not think anyone can question the proper administration 
of the law by the English magistrates. Thoroforo I am 
at a loss to nndcrstnnd how it is these gentlemen 
appointed in the same manner by the Crown should be 
stigmatised as being very bad and totally incapable of 
discharging their duties? — I said that there were 
distinct exceptions — that there are very many high- 
minded men amongst them, men I am happy to be 
associated with, who wonld not allow themselves to .bo 
approached at all ; but it is an undoubted foot, and not 
to ho denied, that a largo number of magistrates do 
allow themselves to lxs approached. 

62, ‘127. Yon said something about an absence of food 
supplied iu licensed houses. Is there any deraaud ? — I 
think tho demand wonld spring up if it was thero. 

62,428. Yon think they would create a demand? — I 
think there is tho hunger, because people coming into 


62,429. Do I understand you to say that at these 
fail's and markets there is a demand for food aud no 
supply ? — There is no supply, certainly. 

G2.430. Nowlicro ? — Nowhoro — at a price. 

62.431. No bakers’ or butchers' shops ? — Well, you 
could not go and eat a raw leg of mutton ; you waut it 
cooked. There is nothing of that sort. Those unfor- 
tunate people come iu from places miles away after a 
light breakfast, and they go nil day without eating, 
and then they drink this fiery stuff. 

62.432. I have listened to what you have stated, and 
I can hardly give credence to a statement of that 
character, that in a place of this kind there was no one 
that would meet this demand. Is it not the source of a 
good living to many persons ? — 1 do not know what it 
might be. I know what my eyes tell mo. 

62.433. It is a strange state of things. Thon yon Aduiiir.. 
have said, like other witnesses, that tho liquor is tiou. 
adulterated, that it is not adultofated us has been 
stated by all the official witnesses with water only, but 

by something,- yon do not know what, which you have 
never discovered, but yet you say it is, according 
to rumour? — I say I have heard it so often aud for 
such a long time, and from so many witnesses and 
people who profess to know, that I cannot disbelieve it. 

62.434. Can you point to an instance where the 
discovery has been made of any injurious substance or 
liquids being mixed with the liquor? — I have already 
saul I have very little personal knowledge on the 
subject, but I am perfectly sure if the Pood and 
Drugs Act were carried out instances would soon bo 
forthcoming. 

62.435. Do yon charge the authorities with not 
carrying it out ? — It is not carried out so energetically 
as, iu my opiuion, it ought to be. 

62,136. It is carried out in London? — To some 
extent it is carried out everywhere, but I think it 
should bo better carried out. 

62.437. Out of 400 samples in ono instance I can refer 
to, not one snmplo was found to be adulterated P— I am 
very glad to hear it. 

62.438. Is it fair to the liconaccs to make this 
statement when you soy it is only based ou rumour?— 

It is more than rnmonr. If, as n mutter of fact tho 
stuff is not adulterated, it will do tlio licensees no 
harm. 


6*2,439. It prejudices them. You, as a county court 
judge, snrely should not make statements unless you 
nave some foundation to rely on? — I consider I hnvo a 
very strong foundation. I cannot say I can point my 
finger to A.B. or C.D. as tho persons who have dono it, 
bat from what I have heard all my lifo I bolievo it is 
done, and you bavo had evidence of it before to-day. 


62,440. And rumour is all the authority you have ? — 
Of course, that is so. 


62,441. You spoko of the oasc of two men entering a Sue*.' 
public-house at 8.30, and at 10.30 they had not any mp* 
money; left? — No, I said one had Is. left and tho other <lnM% 
half his wages. 


62,442. IV hat was tho amount they bad when they 
entered P— One had 10s. and tho other 7s. 


62.443. What was tho character of tho drink thoy 
had ? — It was rum and whisky. 

62.444. Did they drink 10s. worth of rum and whisky? 
— No. One drank half of 10s. — that is 5s.— and tho 
other drank 6s. out of 7s.; that makes 11s. Thoy did 
not drink it all thumsclvcs. Some went in treats. 

62,44.5. They had a right to do what they pleased, of 
courso P — They worn horribly drunk afterwards. 

(52.446. Wore thoy quarrelsome ? — No, they were too 
drunk to be quarrelsome. Thoy were found by fricndB 
lying asleep by tho side of the road. 

62,447. Are you of opinion they should be punished 
for committing an not of that kind ? — No, I nm not. 
but 1 should bu of opinion that the pnblic-house should 
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1)6 closed two or three hours earlier, so that they should 
not have on opportunity of doing it. 

62,4-18. Was not that a matter for the police? De 
you bring that as a charge to support the abolition ot 
public-houses ? — I do not want to abolish public-houBes 
at all. In fact, I think they are necessary evils. 

6-2,449. (Mr. Roberta.) As to this alternative licensing 
authority you> suggest, the permanent licensing com- 
mittee of magistrates acting with the county court 
judge, would it not l>e likely that at all events in some 
degree those magistrates would be liable to similar 
influences to which they aro now liable P — It would, 
and I must repeat again I only suggest that as an 
alternative. I would abolish the magistrates altogether, 
but us fur as I know the English people, I do not think 
they would like that. The English people have got 
that respect for old established institutions that they 
would nob like to abolish the magistrates and to trust 
the thing to more officialism, and’ therefore as au alter- 
native to the present system which is so unwieldy, I 
would have this. I think the committee I have 
suggested would be an improvement. 

62.450. Tou nro no doubt aware that most of the 
witnesses from Ireland have advised the county court 
judge or Recorder as the only authority ?— That is what 
I ml vise, too, and if I had my own way in the drafting 
of the Act of Parliament, that is wbat I would do. 
Whether it would bo dono or not is another matter. 

62.451. You have referred to carrying tho Clithoroe 
ooso to tho highest authority P— No. I have suggested 
it should he overruled by Act of Parliament; that is 
to say, that if nnv legislation ensues on the report of 
this Commissi en that should ho provided for. 

62.452. But it would bo all important to carryout 
tho results that yon say aro desirable in Ireland with 
reference to the diminution of licensed premises, to 
nuiko some change with reference to tho licensing 
authority, would it not P — I think tliat is of tliu utmost 
importance. 


somebody's hands, and the question is whose are the 
best hands to place it in. 

62.461. In your ordinary experience in other cases 
that you try before you judicially they aro very often 
appealed, I suppose P — Yes, of course they are. 

62.462. And 1 should think your decisions occasionally 
are reversed P — Of conrso. 

62,44)3. Why should you be less likely to err in dealing 
with licenses than with ordinary cases P — It is not tho 
same thing at all. If you give an appeal in that sense 
it moans a rehearing, and if yon give an appeal to tho 
judges of assize yon make them tho licensing authority 
in reality, because it is an absolnte certainty that in 
any case where a license is refused there would be on 
appeal, and in most cases I think where the license is 
granted there would he an appeal too. If that is done 
you might as woll cut out the county court judge 
altogether. I think there would be on appeal in overy 
case. 

62,46-1. You do not suggest that you are going to 
refuse every license P — No ; but whether I granted or 
refused, there would be an appeal. 

62.465. Do you think so P Would there be an appeal 
against the grant P — I think thore would in those cases 
where there was an opposition. 

62.466. You are talkiug of new licensee? — Of course, 
new licenses. 

62.467. Yon are not talking of doing away with tho 
right to appeal on the question of refusal to renew ?— 
No. Renewal only comes before me by way of appeal, 
lam the appeal court in cases ol‘ renewal. Renewals 
come before the magistrates at petty sessions. If the 
party who applies for a renewal is refused, and he thinks 
unjustly, ho con come before me. 

62,408. Am I to understand that the wliolo of tho 
evidence yon have given a9 to tho now licensing 
authority has referenco entirely to the grant of new 
licenses P — To new licenses and transfers. 


licensing 

utbority. 


62,453. That lies ot the root of the matter ? — It lies 62,439. You do not propose to interfere with tho 

at tho root of the whole matter, and I must repeat magistrates’ present privileges as to renewals ? — No, not 


again that I would, like othor witnesses, giv 
exolnsivo authority to tho county court judge. In 
Dublin, Bolfast, and, I believe. Cork, the Recorder has 
it— these nru the tbreo largest towns— and it is dene 
much boLtcr there than it iB dono in the cuunbios. 


62.454. Together with tho resident magistrates? — I 
would nub have resident magistrates at all. 

62.455. I should like to oak yon whether it is a fact, 
as to tho opinion you liavo expressed with roforonce to 
tho number of licensed promises, that it is uot only your 
opinion but tho general opinion in Ireland P — Ho far 
as I havo been able to ascertain, it is. All tho people I 
have conversed with, my brother county court judges. 


at all, because they arc bound down by principles whioh 
they must follow. 

62,470. I do not think that was made quite clear ? — 
I wish to make that- perfectly clear. I said at the 
begiauing of my evidence that I would not interfere 
with the present system of renewals in any shape or 
form. A man is entitled to a renewal if ho can get tho 
certificate of two justices that his house has been 
properly conducted during the previous year, and any 
objection that anyone has to his renewal must be stated 
and ho must have notice of that ; and if he is not given 
notice of it at the lime the renewing sessions comes on, 
the sessions must be adjourned for the purpose of 


and police officers, mid country clergymen and country enabling him to prepare his defence, and then if ho ii 
_ l-efnsed his renewal, and he thinks umnstlv. he eai 


gontry. 

62,456. It in not a debatable point? — Ido not think 


62,457. And tho drink problem in Ireland also resolves 
. itself into tho best way of reducing the number of 
facilities for drinking in Ireland ?— To a large extent I 
think it docs. Of course you cannot make people eober 
by Act of Parliament, nor will you make them sober 
by largely reducing the number of houses ; bnt I think 
that by reduoing tho number of houses you would 
largely reduco tho tomptotion to drink, and thereby 
decrease the amount of drunkenness. I should think 
tho ordinary Irish small farmers and peasants in their 


refused” his renewal, and he thinks unjustly, he c 
appeal to mo at quarter sessions. So that ho has full 
protection, and I would not interfere with that in any 
shape or form. 


62.471. So that yon are only interfering in the case 
of new licenses and transfers P — Yes, and spirit 
grocers. 

62.472. The transfer is au important question, is it 
not P — It is an important question. 

62.473. And on that yon would claim to be the solo 
authority P — Yes. 

62.474. We have hud county court judges, who 


own homes aro sober people. Ono seldom hears of their suggested that that would bo ratter a serious responsi. 
drinking when ot home ; it is when they get into fairs bility P— I think if one takes the offico one should take 
and markets, and their business is over, and they hove the responsibility too. 


i all 


Spirit 

Pwtrs. 


62,475. Then you cannot always be sure of tho man 
who will get the office, can youP — You cannot, of 
conrso. We aro all human, and nothing human will 
ever be perfect. 


nothing to do, and the public-houses are open 
directions, that they stagger from one to the other and 
get drank. 

62.458. As to the spirit grocers, yon would like to 
abolish thorn altogether?— Yes.- At all events I would 
certainly givo tho most aljsolute discretion os to grant- 
ing the ik-ouBCs. 

62.459. As to Sunday closing, yon would lw in favour 
of limiting tho hours of closing ou Sunday P— I tlunk 
so. I think it would be an improvement to roduco the 

hum's. 

62.460. (Mr. Younger.) On tho question of appeal, do quarter sessions P-Yes, he was to lie wl.at he was in 
not you think it is a very extensive power to put m the England. Ho is the ae officio chairman. In England 
bauds of one man, the solo authority for granting he is elected and he is supposed to lay down tho law for 
licenses P— I certainly do, but it must bo placed in them. 
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62.476. Ono human being may not bo perfect, but two 
human beings can control another one ?— I know one 
county coni-t judgo cannot control 74 magistrates— at 
least, I will not say canuot control thorn, but ho cannot 
have the slightest weight. 

62.477. Perhaps lie was not intended to lie anything 
in'ore than official assessor when made chairman of 


Judge 

Orr. 

10 Way ’98 
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Judge 62,478. One question with, reference to your objection 
Orr . to the decision in the Clitlioroe case ?— Y oil would like to 

see that overridden by an Act of Parliament ? — Yes. 

10 May '98 62,479. Thnt case was decided 20 years ago? — 21 years 

— , ago, in the year 1877. 

Clitheroo's , „ , , , 

case. 62,480. A large number of the pnblic-houseB at this 

moment must have been bought by peoplo who assumed 
they bad a rested interest under that decision ? — They 
must. 

62.481. Do yon think it would be reasonable to pass 
such a drastic Act of Parliament as that and interfere 
with the vested interests those people have acquired in 
those houses on the assumption that the law is what the 
judges of the Queen’s Bench Division hare declared it 
was ? — That raises the question of compensation, which 
is another matter altogether. 

62.482. That is an important question in connection 
with your proposal. Would you approve, in such cir- 
cumstances ns that, of compensation being awarded to a 
man whose license was taken away through no fault of 
his own P — That is a question I have not thought of, I 
must Bay. 

62.483. Surely it is at the very root of your proposal ? 
— I do not know that. 

62.484. It is tlie first principle of making a proposal 
of that kind, to consider the interests of those in 
possession of it if they aro in possession under the 
authority of the law ? — Perhaps it would bo fair, if a 
man did not got a transfer, to give him some compensa- 
tion. I do nob know, but I think the power if granted 
would be very sparingly used. 

62.485. Now you are begging the question? — Yes, to 
somo extent. I suppose it would come to this, that 
compensation would nave to bo given. 

g_- ]r j t 62,486. (Mr. Grinling.) Your objection to the spirit 

grocers. grocer’s license in Ireland, I understand, is not so much 
to the license itself os to the mode of granting it ? — It 
is to the impossibility of refusing it. 

62.487. Not to any special evil arising from it? — Yes. 
I think the spirit grocer’s license is a bad thing. 

62.488. You are no doubt aware that with the extreme 
teetotal party it has l>een a very strong point, this 
attack on the grocer’s license F — I am not aware at all 
that it is ono of their very strong points. 

62.489. If you read teetotal literature yon will seo 
that it is so ? — I never do. 

62.490. Perhaps you would recognise that there is a 
certain amount of diplomacy in it. It is an attack on 
the weaker section of the trade P — I have been looking 
at it as rather the other way, that the spirit grocer is a 
sort of attack on the licensing trade. 

62.491. There is an old saying of a celebrated leader 
to the effect that if yon cannot attack the enemy in a 
body, attack them in sections, and therefore you wonld 
attack the weaker section ? — The reason that I object is 
that the licensing authority, which in this case is the 
magistrates, have no discretion at all. In my own 
knowledge so called spirit grocers have been established 
in wretched little hovels, nobody being able to prevent 
it, far away from police barraoks and supervision. 

62.492. That objection would bo the same in every 
trade carried on in unsuitable premises, and under 
unsuitable conditions? — I think the spirit trade is 
different to all other trades. 

62.493. Do not you think that this question of the 
evils oi the grocer’s license has become with the extreme 
teetotal party moro of a shibboleth than anything else, 
that you have only got to use the expression “ grocer's 
license” to got it attacked immediately? — I do not 
know, because I have never communicated very much 
with the teetotal party, but I know that all tho police 
officers that I have talked to on the subject, and all the 
best class of country gentlemen and people of that 
description, are all clearly of opinion with myself that 
the spirit grocer is the greatest evil. 

62.494. Wo have had several police officer’s and 
officials here who have not Bpoken against the grocer’s 
license. I think it has como more or less from, one 
section of the witnesses ? — Perhaps they were not asked 
the question. I know that in tho case of those I bavo 
communicated with the opinion is unanimous. 

62.495. Your opinion is founded, I suppose, on some 
particular district. I understand Fermanagh and 
Monaghan P — Those are my old districts. I am now 
in Down. 


62.496. Your knowledge would como from these 
districts? — My judicial knowledge comes from these 
districts, but I have other knowledge. 

62.497. You ore speaking judicially on this subject ? 
— Principally. Of course 1 have my knowledge as an 
individual besides. 

62.498. I do not want to fa-averse your opinion un- 
necessarily, hut I would put it to yon that you did not 
know what the powers of the license were with 
reference to tho sale in small quantities and “off,” 
and that is an extremely important question in forming 
an opinion on tho license itself? — They can sell up to 
two quarts not to be consumed on the premises. 

62.499. I understood you did not know really that 
the spirit grocer can sell in small quantities in open 
vessels ?— No ; I said as far as I knew there was nothing 
in the Act of Parliament to prevent him, but I did not 
know whether, as a matter of fact, he did. 

62.500. Speaking of the two counties you represent, 
would that change your view at all ? In the county 
Monaghan, speaking roughly, there is a population of 
84,000 ? — I am not in Monaglian now. 

62.501. I am going to take those two counties of Fer- 
managh and Monaghan because I understood yon came 
here to speak with reference to those two counties P — I 
was there six years. 

62.502. Speaking roughly, there is a population of 
84,000 iu the county Monaghan, and to that 84,000 there 
are five grocers’ lioenses, and three of those are in 
Monaghan itself ? — Yes. 

62.503. I think you used tho words that the spirit 
grooers' licenses had increased enormously. Do those 
figures support that statement? — As far as that goes 
they do not ; but you will find other places where they 
do. In Belfast I understand there have been 200 
additional spirit grooers in a short time. 

62.504. I wont to deal with places you represent P — 
If the law remains as it does at present, how many 
spirit grocers’ licenses do you think you will have in 
Monaghan in 10 years to come ? 

62.505. Do not yon think the fact of whether the trade 
will pay or will not will regulate tho number? — It 
seems to mo every man who sells spirits makes 
money. 

62.506. Then take Fermanagh with a population of 
72,000 ; two grocers’ lioenses in tho whole county of 
Fermanagh ? — Is that so P 

62.507. Do you think that is a very onormous 
increase ? — Thnt cannot be a very enormous increase. 

62.508. Could you say nnywhoro beyond Dublin and 
Belfast whoro this class of license has oiionnously 
increased ? — Those aro tho principal towns, and that is 
what was principally running in my mind when I made 
the statement. 

62.509. I only want as far as possible to suggest to 
you to have an open mind on the subject. The entire 
number of spirit grooers’ licenses is 768 for tho whole 
of Ireland, and if yoa except Dublin and Belfast you 
have got about 25 licenses of this class for the whole 
of tho rest of Ireland. Is it possible to say that a 
great amount of evil can result in Ireland from those 
25 distributed over the whole country? — It is not so 
bad there as in the big towns, bntl am sure of this, that 
the people aro only beginning to find out tho virtues of 
this spirit grocer’s liecnne. It is only recently it has 
been decided that the magistrates must grant the spirit 
grocers’ licenses, and I think if the law remains as it is 
that the number of spirit grocers all over the country 
will be tremendous, because any man refused an 
ordinary license will take a spirit grocer’s as a 
matter of course. 

62.510. A man will only go into a trade whore there 
is room for him, and lie will not go in where there is 
excessive competition. You wiil not get 20 bakers or 
butchers in a street, and you will not get 20 spirit 
grocers in a street? — You will get 20 publics ns in a 
street and more, and I am afraid the demand exists. 

62.511. (Mr. Young.) You aro county court judge for 
the county of Down ? — Yes. 

62.512. Holywood is in your district P — Yes. 

62.513. Havo you had many applications for grocers' 
licenses there P — Grocers' licenses seldom como boforo 
me at all. They go to the magistrates at potty sessions. 
It is only in cases of appeal tnat they come before me. 
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jwlgt but the original application goes to the petty sessions, 
Orr. and I cannot get statistics about them at all. 

62.514. Beall y, as far as grocers' licenses ore con- 
cerned, you hare not much experience of the bad effects 
coming before you ? — There hare been a certain number 
of appeals. I know the law and I have been reading 
the cases on the subject. 

62.515. Yon are net where they arc. Yours iB a 
rural district?— I know some applications hare been 
made in very improper places that have come before 
me on appeal. 

Lining 62,516. With reference to the licensing tribunal, do 
luihority. x understand you to say that you would like not only t.le 
county court judge, but in addition, probably, three or 
four local magistrates yearly elected? — I proposed that 
as an alternative to giving it to the county court judge 
alone, but after all, like the other witnesses who have 
been examined, I would rather hare the connty court 
judge without anyone ; bnt if that is not done, then 1 
should prefer to have a small committee of magistrates 
selected by themselves for each town. 

62.517. Do not yon think it would put rather too 
much power- into the hands of one man if you put it in 
she hands of a Recorder or county court judge P Would 
it not be better to have elected yearly by the magis- 
trates of the county, say three, four, or five magistrates 
yearly to sit with him ? — I think the county court 
judges and Kecordei-s, from their legal training, look on 
this from a more judicial point of view, and they are 
more inclined to go strictly on the evidence and on 
what is proved to them to be the wants of the neigh- 
bourhood than gentlemen, no matter how respectable 
or intelligent they may be, who have not had legal 
training, and I am of opinion with all my brethren — of 
course, yon cannot expect perfection in this world — 
that the connty court judgo alone would be tho best 
tribunal in the interests of the public. 

62.518. The judges are human ? — They are only 
human, of course. 

62.519. The other course, I think, would be more 
agreeable to tho public ? — I am only giving my own 
opinion. I do not wish to dictate to anybody else. 

Transfers. 62,520. With reference to transfers, of course you 
wonld put those transfers under tho same licensing 
authority? — Tlioy are j bnt I would give the licensing 
authority the same discretion as in the case of a now 
license. My principal ronson for that is what we all 
unfortunately know, that tho population in many parts 
of Ireland is decreasing, and therefore a numbor of 

Tho witue 


houses not excessive 20 years ago would be excessive Judge 

Orr. 

62.521. Supposing there was a trade carried on in an ~ — 

inferior house, yon would iu all eases, if there was a 1 0 May 9 8 
transfer sought for better premises, give tiie transfer 
notwithstanding the quantity of houses in the district ? 

— I should as far as possible in the exercise of judicial 
duty try to ensure that the trade was curried ou in 
good suitable houses in the hands of respectable men 
of good character. That wonld be the governing 
principle. I would subordinate everything else to 
that. 

62.522. Iu the county of Down you have no tied 
houseB P — Not that I know of. I never heard of one. 

62.523. In the county of Down drunkenness is Statistics 

decreasing? — 1 cannot tell yon that. I have no of drunk 
statistics. cun ess. 

62.524. That appears from the number of arrests 
yearly H — I do not think that the arrests are very much 
of a test. There is a great deal of drunkenness with 
reference to which there are no arrests at all. If a 
man is not absolutely incapable, or if ho is with his 
friends who will take care of him, the police never 
arrest at all. They are satisfied with summoning him 
afterwards. 

62.525. On renewals there are six householders who The six 
must certify. Do you approve of the continuance of house- 
that? — Yes. I have already said that I wonld make no holders 
alteration in the law as regards renewals at all. I certificate, 
would allow a man, as long as ho can get the certificate 

that he has conducted the house properly, to renew. 

62.526. Is it necessary for six householders to 
certify ? — I think it is desirable. I do not say that if 
one were making the law for the first time that one 
would select six as the number, but finding six there I 
do not see any reason to change it. 

62.527. It is not iu the connty where you are now. Excessive 
bnt in Fermanagh and Monaghan you referred to an number of 
excessive number of public-houses in Derrygouelly ?— I licenses, 
gave that as an instance. 

62.528. Might I ask whether those houses wore not 
in the centre of a large area — a- rural district — from 
which enormous quantities of people came ? Were 
they not for tho supply of a largo areaP — There is a 
very largo area beyond it with no other town or village, 
but I am not aware that tho fairs wore very large tlioro. 

There is the fact that there were 250 poople and 10 
pnblic-lionses. 

ss withdrew. 


His Honour Judge "Waters called in nnd examined. 


Jaigc 62,529. ( Sir Algernon West.) You are u county court 
^ judge in Ireland ?— Yes. 

Position of 62,530. For what districts P— I am at present county 
titntss. court judge of the counties of Cavan and Leitrim. I sat 
for 20 years in tho county of Waterford, until the year 
1892. 

62,531. Yon wish to give the Commission your views 
on three points, I think, and the first is Saturday night 
closing ? — Yes. 

Early 62,532. Will yon give the Commission your views on 
£*itgon that; what would you like to restrict the hours to P — 
SaMi ays. I think it would be very desirable to have early closing 
on Saturday nights ; but, in my opinion, that applies 
more to cities than to the jurisdiction over which 1 have 
control. I think in the country towns aud in country 
places tho closing on Saturday nights would be ''“im- 
portant nnd unnecessary, bnt I believe it would lie 
exceedingly useful iu largo cities such sb Dublin, Belfast, 
Cork, Waterford, and Limerick, and I think it would hurt 
nobody to havo it apply in the country ; therefore, if 
there were any change in the law, I believe it would be 
better to have it universal, in order that there iliay lie 
no complaint by licensees in the towns that they are 
hardly dealt with. 

Eteessive 62,530. Thon I think you wish to toll us your view 
^* r of as to the excess! vo number, in your opinion, of licensed 
L,"" houses? — I believe that there are far too many 

s **' public-houses in every part of Ireland that I know. 
I believe that the groat number of public-houses is 
injurious to the public, and also injurious to the persona 
who hold the licenses themselves. For instance, go to 
any city— tako Waterford for instance — I am speaking 


from a loose recollection, and I do not say that I am Judge 
right as to my figures — I think the population of IFn/err. 

Waterford is 24,000, aud I boliove that there aro over 

230 public-houses there. 

62.534. Have you any method to suggest as to how you 
would diminish these houses ? — Unless persons wero com- 
pensated for being deprived of them, I would not suggest 
anything at all. I would suggest that tho law he carried 
on in future, and I hope that those who have the powor 
of granting licenses would not grant additional licenses 
in cities ; and I wonld allow the poor ones to drop out, 
as they inevitably will, from time to time. 

62.535. Then I think your opinion is that if corapcn- Compensa- 
sation was granted in some Bhape or form, it would be tion. 
easier to reduce the number of existing licenses ? — Of 

course the State could do that if they thought it wise 
to do it — aud there wonld be no difficulty in doing it. 

I only say I would not advocate injustice to the 
persons who held licenses, unless they- were compen- 
sated for being deprived of what they are at present 
making a living of. 

62.586. Then I think the other point you wish to Licensing 
speak about is the licensing authority ? — In my opinion authority, 
it would be far better to leave the power to grant 
licenses to the county court judge alone. 

62.537. Did you hear the last witness’ evidence?— 

I heard part of Judge Orr’s evidence, but I did not 
hear his evidence on that point. 

62.538. Have you known evils to exist from canvassing Canvass- 
mngistrateB for the purpose of deciding in licensing j ng . 
eases P — My experience is that the canvassing of magis- 
trates for licenses in all parts of Ireland with which I 

Gg 4 
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Judge am acquainted is patent and notorious. There is no 
Watcvx, concealment of it at all. I may state that I myself 

have been canvassed. I have been asked to grant a 

1C May '93 license to A.B. or C.D. or some particular person. That 
has occurred three times in my experience. 

62,530. Then if those things happened to you it is 
more probable they occur largely to the magistrates P — 
As I have said, my opinion is that the canvassing of 
magistrates is patent and notorious. It has taken 
place on the bench beside me, and when I have been 
sitting on the bench I have heard the magistrates 
canvassing and arguing with each other, or one man 
having an interest in a particular applicant or license 
canvassing his brother magistrates to vote for him. 
County 62,540. A good many Commissioners have asked the 
Court question of previous witnesses whether they think there 
Judge as would bo any objection to putting this power in the 
sole hands of one man. "What do yon say to that ? — I do 

authority, not know that there would he any objection, The law at 
present has put into the hands of the county court judge 
jurisdiction that reaches the interests of human life to 
a far greater extent than giving a license to a man to 
carry on a public-house. I can send a man to penal 
servitude for his life ; I cau dispose of property in 
equity to the extent, of 5Q0Z. with land valued at 30Z. 
'The law trusts that jurisdiction tome; and I think it 
is not saying too much when I say that it appears to me 
that that is just as important as granting a licence to a 
person in a small village. 

62.541. You have had a long experience, and there- 
fore your opinion is of great weight? — I have been 26 
years sitting on the bench in Ireland. 

62.542. You think publio opinion would not bo 

against giving the power, such as it is, to one judge ? 
— It is very hard for me to say. I think that if Ireland 
were polled to-morrow there would be an immense 
vote in favour of reducing public-houses, and doing 
anything that is possible to prevent them from in- 
creasing in the future. However, that is a loose 
opinion, to which I would not attach any importance. 
I have seen on the bench, in the administration of the 
law at present, proceedings in respect to which I think 
I do not use too strong a word when I say they were 
scandalous. I have seen cases such as this: One 

man applies for a license in a small town. He is 
objected to by the police on the ground that an 
additional public-house is not required there, and a 
number of justices perhaps will vote, sufficient in 
number to refnso that license. That applicant, perhaps, 
had no friend on the bench. Then another case comes 
np a few minutes afterwards, the same objection is 
made, aud the men who voted against the man a few 
minutes ago because his houso was not necessary, vote 
for the other man because they have been canvassed, 
or because they are friends of his. 

62.543. Do you think the magistrates themselves 
would reseat the licensing powers being taken away 
from them ? — That is a matter of opinion. Perhaps 
they would be hurt. I do not know. 

Adjourned for a short time. 


Viscount be Vf.soi in the Chair. 

Renewals 62,544. {Mr. Younger.) lu your evidence you sug- 
gested that there ought to be a new tribunal entirely 
for tho granting of licenses. What is your opinion 
about tho existing tribunal which has the privilege of 
granting renewals in counties ? — Renewals are granted, 
as a matter of course, by justices at petty sessions, 
unless some objection is made. 

62.545. Transfers are granted by whom? — In the 
first instance, by the petty sessions, and the petty 
sessions are only able to grant what is called an 
interim transfer that holds good to the next quarter 
sessions. 

62.546. Do you propose any alteration with reference 
to that system f — No. 

Transfers. 62,547. Only with reference to new licenses ? — Only 
with reference to new licenses. Generally speaking, 
there is no difficulty about transfers, unless any ques- 
tion is raised as to the character of tho man who 
applies for the transfer. That, as far as ray experience 
goes, is the only circumstance that raises any question 
at all. Generally speaking, as regards transfers, they 
pass off without any discussion whatsoever, just as a 
mere matter of right. 


62.548. Have you any opinion with reference to the 
question of appeals from the single judge who would 

sit in the new court ? — I have not thought about that Yntm - 

** *”■ JS. 

62.549. You do not think an appeal would be neces- 
sary P — I do not think so. 

62.550. So loug as the entire responsibility is confined 
to the granting of licenses ? — Yes. 

62.551. {Mr. Young.) I think you want to confine 
the licensing laws to the county conrt judge, and the 
Recorder in cities P — That is the granting of licenses. 

02.552. And the transfers us well? — Yes; but, as 1 Transfer 
have already said in the case of transfers, it is an 
exceedingly rare thing that any question at all arises, 
because the house has already been licensed and there- 
fore that puts an end to anything about the fitness 

of the house, and the only case in which any question 
could arise is if objection is made to the character of 
tho new man, which very seldom arises. 

62.553. I think you were asked in examination-in. Licensing 
chief, whether you thought the county court judge authority, 
should be alone the licensing authority, and it was 
objected that there would be too much power in the 
hands of one man, and I think you said you had 
interests as important to deal with as the granting of 
licenses P — So it appears to me. 

62.554. But this granting of licenses is a very 
different sort of thing from the administration of law. 

Would it not be better to have some of tho local 
magistrates with you who have a knowledge of the 
several districts of the county ? — I have already ex- 
pressed my opinion on that point that I think it would 
be bettermot. In anything that I said, of course, I did 
not speak of magistrates universally. I know a great 
many magistrates who exercise their jurisdiction with 
the greatest care. But on the other hand I must say it 
is looked upon as a part of the judicial jurisdiction as 
to which it is not necessary to exercise any conscientious 
consideration, but it is looked upon as a thing in which 
the justices may administer the law by favour. 

62.555. {Bean Dickinson.) A bit of patronage ? — 

Quite so. I wish again to guard myself. I do not 
mean to eay that is to be applied to all justices. On 
the contrary, I know some most highly conscientious, 
most honourable gentlemen to whom I would entrust 
the matter with as much confidence as to any county 
court judge. 

62.556. {Mr. Young.) Does not it arise from this, 
that what is everybody’s business comes to be nobody’s 
business, and does not come to be a responsibility P — 
Possibly. 

62.557. What I want to know is this, whether three 
or four magistrates appointed by the magistrates of 
tho county, who would sit with the county court judge, 
would not fe6l the responsibility of their position as 
much as the judge would? — I hope so. 

62.558. And it would alter tho condition of things 
very much, would it not, in your opinion P — I really 
have never considered that matter. I would not wish 
to offer any opinion about it. 

62.559. Your present opinion is to take away the 
power entirely from the local magistrates P — Yes. 

62.560. Are they canvassed? — Most unquestionably. Canvass- 
Perhaps you did not hear me say that I have been l "8' 
canvassed, myself. Thinking it was so common and so 
right a thing to do, persons wero not ashamed to come to 

ask me to vote before I had heard the case in court 
at all. 

62.561. Are they as impervious as you are to this 
sort of solicitation? — I can only speak for myself. 

62.562. I know your county well, and thoy are very 
respectable magistrates P — Highly respectable gentle- 
men, some of them. 

62.563. Do not you think in your county drunkenness 

is on the decrease P — I reallyam notable to form an ,n *- ov 
opinion upon that. I believe tho Irish people generally 
have the character of being drunkards. I believe they 
deserve the exactly opposite character. I speak now of 
the country that I know of, tho counties of Cavan and 
Leitrim. I think tho people are remarkably sober. 

Thfiy go to a fair and get the drink there. They 
cannot sell a pig, or a cow, or do any business without 
having several treats over it, treats on one side or the 
other. Treats are the ruination of these people. A 
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Ugt man will not tivale a drop of drink from that till the 
fjrs. nest fair ho goo3 to, and I believe that really the 
. peasantry - of Ireland are a remarkably sober people. 

62,56k It is the kindliuess of their natures to bo 
• generous to oua another when they meet P— It is a 
matter of fashion more than anything else, perhaps, 
springing from what yon say. 

62,565. In your time as county court judge, have 
public-houses increased?— Yes, they have; but I have 
only a loose knowledge and I speak from a loose 
recollection. I have no details as to the number thcro 
are, bnt in mv own personal knowledge I know they 
have increased in several of the small towns in Cavan. 

62,5(56. And that is owing to the granting of new 
licenses? — Yes. 

p.jjriM of 62,567. Which wore granted by the looal justices p— 
iiinuan Yes. They have i t all in their own hands. I do not 
.•fiarter recollect an occasion on which I voted on the granting 
ijwoss. of a license. 

62,568. You arc simply chairman?— I say to the 
ij justices, “You are accountable for the peace of the 

y. county ; on you depends this ” ; and I leave them to vote 

as they like. 

ix£ci- 62,569. Yon want to alter that condition of things P 
i,Sio —I do. For instance, in this respect. The law says 
••trim that applications for new licenses must be made at the 
-•ions. licensing sessions. The licensing quarter sessions in 
Cavan and Loitrim nre the October sessions. A man 
applies in January for a new license. I have told the 
magistrates over and over again — I do not apply this 
to one county or the other, nnd I must leave you 
entirely in the dark as to what I am pointing attention 
to— I say to the justices," The law is that this application 
should be made at the licensing sessions in October,” 
and I tell them that my view of the law is that they 
havo power under the law, notwithstanding that, to 
grant n license at any other sessions than the licensing 
sessions. I tell the magistrates that my view of the 
law is that they onght not to grant a license at any 
sessions other than the Hocusing quarter sessions, 

The witness 


unless there be some exceptional circumstances in the Judge 
case that render it just aud proper to do so. They dis- Waters. 
regard that altogether, and a man coining up, who has — — 

come back from America, or lias got 501. from 10 May ’98 

America, aud has got a honse, applies for a license, 

and if he has got enough friends on rhe bchcli, they 
give it him without any question at all. For a long 
time I went through the form of asking the justices in 
the first instance. “ Do yon think there are any excep- 
tional circumstances in the case?" nnd their view as to 
the exceptional circumstances seemed to bo so different 
from mine, that I gave up the practice in the end as a 
futilo proceeding, nnd I now just simply ask them, 

‘‘Are you in favour of giving this license or not"P 

62.570. You have Sunday closing? — Yes. 

62.571. Does it work well? — I cannot say. I havo 
only experience on the bench. 

62.572. Havo yon any drunkenness on Sunday? — I 
do not know. 

62.573. Any arrests? — I cannot say. I do not, know. 

All the statistics with reference to arrests will be with 
the police, and I do not know about it at all. I simply 
sec them quoted in the paper sometimes, hut I do not 
know nuything about them. 

62.574. (Dean Du-kineon.) Do yoa think that, as is Habitual 
proposed in the Bill now before Parliament, that for drunkards, 
inebriates there ought to bo provision for two classes 

of inebriates, the criminal inebriates, and those simply 
lunatic inebriates where there is no crime associated 
with it? — I think that distinction should be always 
held between them. 

62.575. Do yon think that the Bill on the whole 
ought to bo extended to Ireland? — I should be very 
glad that it should. 

62.576. The reason I asked the question is because I 
want to bring it out plainly that the whole weight of 
opinion of the Irish witnesses is in favour of tho exten- 
sion of that Bill ?— I should be very glad to have it 
extended to Ireland, hoping for the be3t that it would 
be of some use. 

dthdrew. 


Mv. Alexaxdbu Taylor called in and examined. 


Hr. A. 62,577, ( Visronnl ilo Vcsci.) You aro Secretary to tho 

fajfar. Belfast United Trades and Lnbonr Council ? — Yes. 


PMioa of 62.578. And von have a fairly extensive knowledge of 
r nas. the working classes and have had an opportunity of 
knowing their opinions on most subjects affecting their 
interests ? — Y'os. 

Liwwod 62,579. Will you state what their opinions aro with 
reference to the number of public bouses and spirit 
grocers which are permitted in workiug-clnBs districts ? 
-•jntK of — i believe the opinion of the working classes is that 
too many bouses nre licensed in the working-class 
• districts of Belfuat. 

62.580. As compared with the residential portions 
of the town nnd city of Belfast ? — Yes. 

62.581. You think that the resident portions have 
not the excessive number that you think there is in tho 
working-class districts P — That is so. 

62.582. What do yon think would bo tho result of a 
poll of the working classes in Belfast regarding tho 
number of public-houses ? — I believe the number would 
be considerably lessoned in tho workiug-class districts. 

62.583. If they hnd a voice in tho issue of licenses P — 
Yob. 

62.584. Have you anything else you wish to say with 
reference to the undue number of public-houses P — No, 
except with rofmence to spirit grocers. 

: '('of 62,585. Would you tell tho Commission wliat you 

iat have to say with reference to them ? — Spirit grocers 
are regarded with more abhorrence than the public- 
houses, and the general opinion is that they are the 
most potent cause in the demoralisation of women, and 
lead to drinking amongst women who go under tho 
cloak of buying groceries and purchasing cheap 
groceries, and purchase drink. 

62,586. Is that a fact in your opinion that groceries 
nre sold cheaper in those houses that bold licenses P — 
Slightly. 

U 98449. 


62,587- You think that is done for an inducement to Mr. A. 
go and deal there P — I decidedly do. I think it is to Taylor. 
nllnro women to thorn. 

62,5.88. The result being what? — That women get 
into the habit of deceiving their husbands by going 
ostensibly to purchase groceries nnd purchasing drink, 
and children aro also educated in the art of deception. 

62.589. Do the women run up accounts at these 
shops ? — In some of them I know they do. I do not 
know about all. 

62.590. Do you believe they get liquor put down to 
them under tho head of other commodities P— xes. 

It is quite a common practice to got liquor put down 
as “goods.” 

62.591. Generally ? — Yes. 

62,5»2. Not specifically under the head of any 
jaarticular groceries bat under tho head of “ goods”? — 

62.593. Will you say what your opinion is with children 
reference to children? — Children are sent to these niessen- 
houses, I believe, mote frequently than to ordinary gers. 
public-houses for drink, simply because they may bo 

going for some groceries and can purchase drink along 
with them, and this leads to the father being very often 
deceived in thi3 way, and leads to a great deal of 
irritation at the homo and discomfort. 

62.594. Do you believe that tho children are served 
in these houses with drink ? — When sent by their 
parent foT it. 

62.595. Yon axe talking of the spirit grocer P— Yes. 

62.596. Not tho ordinary publican who sells other 
goods besides drink P— I believe the snrno practice 
obtains with tlio orduiary publican who sells other 
goods, bat in Belfast there are not a great number of 
them in proportion to the population. 

62,507. They aro not so prevalent as in other parts of 
Ireland ? — I do not think so. 

H h 
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02.598. What you apeak of more particularly is the 
spirit grocer ? — Yes. He generally sells tea, sugar, and 
tobacco. 

62.599. And liquor to be consumed off? — Yes. 

62.600. Children are sent, you say, to fetch away 
drink from these grocers, besides bringing home 
groceries ? — Yes. 

62.601. On that head is there anything else you wish 
to add for the information of the Commission? — Yes. 

1 think it wonld be a great advantage if the spirit 
grocer’s licenso were entirely abolished, aud I think it 
be would also in harmony with public opinion in Belfast. 

I am certain that at least 90 per cent, of the working 
men of Belfast would vote for the abolition of the 
spirit grooer’B license. 

62.602. They would c voto for the abolition of the 
mixed license ? — Yes. 

62.603. Has any poll ever been taken of the people of 
Belfast, to your knowledge, regarding the spirit grocers ? 
— Mb, I have never known it. 

62.604. On the general licensing question ? — Yes j 
many years ngo there was a poll taken, aud n very 
largo majority was in favour of Sunday dosing. 

62.605. Total Sunday dosing P — Yes. 

62.606. Your opinion is that Saturday early closing 
nnd total Sunday closing would conduce to the general 
diminution of drunkenness. Will you state what hours 
the houses ought to close on Snturdays? — I think 
9 o’clock would he a reasonable hour. I have observed 
that there is a deal more dninkennoss after !• o’dock, 
and a great many more drunken people to be seen in 
the streets after that hour ; and, besides, it would allow 
certain men that have been drinking to get home with 
the residue of their money, and their wives could make 
purchases at other shops, and that would allow other 
shopkeepers to got closed. Some have to open on 
Sunday morning. 

62.607. On what day aro the hulk of the working 
classes paid their wages in Belfast? — Fridays and 
Saturdays, some on Thursday. 

62.608. But the bulk? — The bulk, I believe, on 
Saturday. 

62.609. (Mr. Whittaker.) Saturday is the markot day ? 
—Yes. 

62.610. { Viicov.nl ila Vcsei.) What time do the factories 
oloso on Saturdays? — The ordinary workshops half- 
past 1 ; the ship-yards aud foundries cIobg at 12. 

62.611. Are they paid their wages just bol'oro the 
hour of closing P — The ship-yards arc paid on Friday, 
and, 1 believe, the foundries are principally paid on 
Saturday, but I am not auito sure. I know tne mills 
are largely paid on Saturday. 

62.612. Up to what hour is this increase of drunken 
people to bo seen on Saturday ? — Up to half-past 11 a 
great number of people are in the streets drank. 

62.613. Wliat efieot does that have under the bond 
Jiile clause P — I believe that this conduces to a man 
getting up early on Sunday morning and endeavouring 
to obtain drink illicitly, and those that cannot do it on 
account of the surveillance of the police, go to tho threo 
mile limit, which is actually within the borough of 
Belfast now. 

62.614. What is tho size of the borough of Belfast 
across P — I should think it wonld extend to about four 
miles. 

62.615. Then it is possible to obtain drink oven 
within the extent of the Borough of Belfast? — Yes. 

62.616. What you state is that the men will drink in 
a late hour on Saturday evening, and then those meu 
would go out under the hand fide clause on Sundny 
morning and get more drink P — Yes. 

62.617. Canyon give us any information as to the 
conduct of these bond fids travellers on Sunday P — Yes, 
I have frequently seen them coming down one of the 
leading roads in Belfast — tho Antrim Road — just after 
the church hour and immediately before the houses 
would open in town, and coming from a lionsc that is 
known as a bond fide traveller’s house, drunk and some- 
times insulting respectable people, and I have seen the 
police having to interfere ; but, of course, those arc what 
are generally called the rowdy element. 

62.618. Will you state tho feeling of the citizens and 
working classes of Belfast -with roforonco to Sunday 
closing ? — I believe the majority of the working classes 
arc decidedly in favour of Sunday closing, and in proof 
of that I would mention the result of the first plebiscit e 
that was taken years ago, aud the groat number of public 


moctiugs that have been held on the subject, because a jf, . 
considerable portion of tho working classes are members Twil 
of temperance societies, and, of conrso, all those are - J '_ ' 
favourable. Again, in all the Protestant churches at Total 
leant resolutions have been passed in favour of Sunday Sunday 
closing, and I have never known a public meeting elo-ing. 
convened against it in Belfast. 

62.619. How does it alloc t the publican's assistants? 

. — Their hours are extremely long, and I think even out 
of sympathy with thorn a great many mem who perhaps 
would see no harm in taking a drink on Sunday, to give 
them a holiday would be disposed to favour Sunday 
closing. I have frequently hoard working men state 
that they were in favour of Sunday closing, owing to 
the long hours the publican’s assistants were necessitated 
to work. 

62.620. Men who otherwise were not total abstainers ? 

—Yes. 

62.621. Now will you give your opinion as regards Rivniru 
the payment of wages in pnhlic-honses. What infor- of 
mation can you give with regard to that ? — So far as in • 
I have actual knowledge of it, I do not think the hou-e-. 
payment of wages in public-houses in Belfast is very 
general, but there is certainly one veiy flagrant 
violation of it, that is a violation of the spirit of that 

Act. There is a firm of stevedores who also own three 
largo public-houses. Is it necessary to give the name ? 

62,022. I think you had better not give the nnmc, 
but state tho general facts? — These stevedores are in 
virtual command of the whole work of the docks. They 
employ between 400 and 500 men. Tho men are paid 
in the yard that adjoins tho public-house, and they are 
kept waiting there frequently for honrs for their wngos, 
and, of course, the temptation to drink is very great. 

I may say that to mon casually employed, of conrse, it 
is a very heavy temptation to them, and they can obtain 
drink on credit as a sort of lion on their wages during 
the day. They wait there for sometimes honrs after 
work at night, and I may say this has been folt to be 
such an injustice to these mon that tho matter has been 
discussod publicly in Belfast. The paper that is 
established under tho auspices of the Belfast Trades 
Council, the “ Belfast Citizen," has had several articles 
written under tho name of the Secretary of the Dockers, 

Mr. Michael McEwan. A resolution was also passed 
by the trades council condemning the system, and a 
deputation was appointed, of which I was one. to wait 
on tho Harbour Commissioners asking them to issue 
licenses to stevedores, and to givo no stevedore’s licenso 
to any man who was n publionu. 

62.623. Is there any entrance from the public-house 
into this yard? — Yes, it has a door adjacent. 

62.624. The men have to go oat of tho yard into the 
street when waiting for thoir wages to got to the public- 
house entrance ? — Yen. 

62.625. Neither tho yard nor tho place where they 
are paid arc actually within tho bounds of the licensed 
premises? — I believe. that is bo. lam not absolutely 
sure, but they aro quite convenient and adjacent. 

62.626. Bnt you cannot say for certain they are 
within the aotual limits of the licensed promises P— I 
conld not. 

62.627. Tn your opinion does it come within tho pur- 
view of the law. tho practice that goes on now of paying 
in this yard adjoining the public-house? — I think it 
can scarcely come within tbe law bocanse it will be 
pretty well known, but it is certainly a violation of the 
spirit of tho Act. 

62.628. Have tho police in any way token action with 
reference to the matter at all P — Their attention has 
boon directed to it, but I have never hoard of any 
prosecutions. 

62.629. What is the result of that — have you heard ? 

— I have not. 

62,680. Yon stated that tins firm have got three 
public-houses ?— -Yes. 

62.631. Are the other two at all adjacent P— No, they 
are not convenient. 

62.632. Not for the docks ? — One is a mile from the 
docks, or moro. I am not sure where the third ono is, 
but it is the one adjoining tho docks wo are complaining 
of. 

62.633. Are there any other facts you wish to bring 
before tho Commission on this particular subject of the 
payment of wages at public-houses P— No, I do not 
think I can add anything. 

62.634. Does tho custom of paying wages in that way 
prevail anywhere else in Belfast? — I have no direct 
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, proof. I have hoard it stated that ocrtaiu men who 
' r ' f ' ' had contract work for a largo firm in Belfast pay what 
1 ‘ ' is culled a squad of men who work for thorn in tv public- 
house. 


62.635. A gang ?— Yes. 

62.636. You have no direct information whether they 
do it ? -No ; I hare been informed, but Ihavo no actual 
knowledge myself. 

0 p 62,637. (Mr. Younger.) With referenco to this 
l cU question of pnymont of wages in a public-house, it is 
again. -it the law — the Truck Act— that that can lio 
done P — Yes, I understand that that is so. 

62.638. Was not this question sifted legally not very 
long ago ? Was not there a statement made by some 
temiMjrnnce lecturer or temperance agency, and was 
not there action taken and damages paid by these 
people for making theso statements ? — I do not think 
the cases were the same exactly. It was the same firm, 
hut I do not think wlrnt I am complaining of was 
intended. I think the actual statement was that they 
paid wages in a publie-housc, and there was con- 
siderable difficulty in proving that. I havo not said 
the wages aro paid in a public-house. 

62.639. You havo said quite the reverse P— I have 
said they are paid in premises adjoining, which aro 
practically, though perhaps not actually, part of the 
public-house. 

62,610. How are you going to provide against that. 
Theso premises might belong to anybody eke ?— What 
I suggest to you is that no publican should he granted 
a stevedore's license, hcoauso it is a severe tax on these 
men that they havo to be kept waiting there for a time 
and induced to drink ; and the men also consider it gives 
them a preference for work by patronising the publican 
who employs them. 


Iso of 02,641. It seems rather afar-fetched reason. Thoro 
uplov- may bo something in it, but I do not know. With 
r-itm reforonco to publican’s assistants in Belfast, I have 
'-*• always understood there was on enlightened policy 
aBW ' pursued thoro with regard to them, that they got a 
good many holidays and their hours woro shortened 
very frequently by their omployersp — There may be 
individual employers that do so, but their hours as a 
class are very long. 


62,642. Is not it the practice in almost every public- 
houso in Belfast— every well-conducted lion mo. at all 
events — to givo the assistants a full day’s holiday every 
week ? — I am not aware of that practice. 

62,6-18. 1 am informed that that is so P—1 tiling not. 

62,64-1. You i an not, nay positively it is not sop — I 
have heard of them getting a part- -holiday in the middle 
of tho wook. 


62.64T). To that extent, at all events, they aro not 
ground down in tho tyrannical fashion you suggested 
in your ovidenoe in chief? — That is somo mitigation, 
but thoir hours aro longer than any other class of 
Workmen in Belfast or elsewhere. 

62,646. If my suggestion bo correct that they got a 
half-holiday in tho week, that would be a still further 
mitigation P — I am in a position to say that that is not 
correct. 

hb 62,647. Has there been any strong expression of 
'•aol opinion by tho trades council with whom you ore con- 
^Sundivy neoted, about Sunday closing since tho plebiscite whioli 
:1 5- was taken some years ago ? — Ho, the trades council has 
taken no action either for or against. 

62.648. Tho tradespeople generally have not token 
auy action? — Not as tradespeople. In thou - individual 
capacity they havo oxpressed their opinion, hut in the 
trades sooioties this question has never been entered 
into. 

62.649. Has it boon entered into by the trade society 
to which you belong ? — No, it has not. 

62.650. Not in any way P — No. 

62.651. (Mr. Jolmalon.) Who employs those stove- 
doros and pays them — the ownors of the ship P — No. 
This is a contracting stevedore, and ho undertakes the 

work. 

62.652. Bat he is liconsed by the Harbour Commis- 
sioners ? — No, ho is not licensed. That is part of our 
complaint. Wo ask that the Harbour Commissioners 
should issue liconscs. 

62.653. Then anybody may go iu and ha a stevedore 
who likes to take the contract to load or unload a ship ? 
—Yes, so far as I am aware, they may. 

62,65-1'. Yon asked tlio commissioners to introduce a 
system of licensing so that they might keep some 


control over tho class of men who wore employed ?— Mr. A. 
Quite so. Taylor. 

62.655. What answer did you get ? — Wo were favour- 10 M » 9g 

ably received, and they promised to consider the matter, _____ 

bnt they have taken no action. 

62.656. They havo been considering it over sinoo?— I 
suppose so. 

62.657. (Mr. Grinling.) I understand you represent Position of 
the Belfast United Trades and Labour Council r — I do witness, 
not represent them here. I am secretary of that 

body. 

62.658. Are you deputed by the council to come hero 
and put their views before the Ccmmission? — I am 
not. I have already stated that the council have taken 
no action on this matter. 

62,059. When you are stated on the agenda to bo tho 
Secretary of the Belfast United Trades Counoil, that 
does not imply you come with the sanction of the 
council as representing their views P — No, it does not. 

62.660. What is the number of members forming this 
united trades council P — It is a union of unions which 
represents about 15,000 organised workers. 

62.661. What are tho particular objects? — The par- 
ticular objects are to benefit the workers by combined 
action — by taking a broader view of the matters 
affecting trade than one union would ho likely to do, 
and by being combined by a combination of unions, they 
are more powerful, tho same as a combination of men 
is more powerful than an individual. As a union of 
unions we are more powerful than one union. 

62.662. They are the ordinary purposes of what is 
understood as a trade union P — Yes, ana we also take an 
interest in municipal affairs. 

62.663. Yon are not specially authorised to deal with 
the question that this Commission is considering— the 
question of licensing ? — If the mutter were brought up I 
suppose it would bo discussed iu the ordinary way, hut 
it is not a subject that we should deal with ordinarily. 

62.664. Aro you connected yourself with any othor 
organisation besides the Belfast United Trades and 
Labour Council ? — Yes, I am a member of tho trado 
society. 

62.665. Ar o you connected with any teetotal 
organisation P— Yos. 

62.666. Could you tell the Commission what societies 
they are? — Yos, I am a member of the Reohabito 
Order. 

62.667. I believe we all knew what the principles of 
the ltoohabite Order are, and 1 do not think I need 
troublo the Commission with it. They havo some vory 
drastic conditions to sign before admission to tho 
order P — Yes, they have to promise total abstinence. 

62.668. (Mr. Whittalcer.) It is a benefit society P — 

Yes, a benefit temperance society. 

62.669. (Mr. Grinling.) Do not you think your position 
bofovo the Commission, unless I had asked this question, 
mast have been a misunderstood one P I think every 
one understood you had come to express tho view of tlio 
Belfast United Trades Counoil, but I take it you are 
expressing the views of the Rechabites ? — No, I am not ; 
but I claim to have a very extensive knowledge of tho 
working classes, and to have had special opportunities 
of knowing thoir opinions on certain subjects. 

62.670. You have told us that 95 per cent, of the Proposed 

working classes of Belfast would vote for the abolition abolition 
of tho spirit gvocer’s license P — Yos. of spirit 

62.671. What means of knowing, or what authority grocers, 
have you for making that statement? — Because I have 
hoard that subject discussed more or less this lost 25 or 

30 years amongst the working classes, and, as I havo 
stated in my evidence, I have novor hoard a working 
man speak a favourable word of the spirit grocers. 

62.672. Do yon think that from the classes you would Objection 
naturally make your inquiries amougst yon would hear to spirit 
a favourable word ? — Yes. X have worked in a work- grocers, 
shop up to within the last 18 mouths, in one of tho 
lnrgeBt establishments in Belfast, employing over 3,000 
workers. 

62.673. Talcing your statement that 95 per cent, of the 
working classes would he opposed to this license, do I 
understand from that, seeing you say that evil arises 
through thoir sending children to shops, that they 
prefer sending to the public-houses P— I think it is a 
protest against tho hypocritical system of dealing. 

62.674. They obtain the article from somewhere. 

They arc not all Rechabites. If they were all Rechabites 

H h 2 
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Mr. A. they would not want it, but, not being so, they will get 
Taylor, it somewhere. Yon say 95 per cent, would be for the 
abolition of tiio spirit grocer's license, and I ask yon. 

10 May '08 would they ureter sending to the public-house? — I 

think I stated that the objection is, because of the 

deception practised. They would know when they wore 
sending a child to the public-house what it was going 
for. They are sent to the spirit grocers ostensibly for 
groceries and they bring out a bottle. 

62,(175. What evidence have you to support that 
statement P — The experience of 25 or 30 years. 

62,676. Your own personal experience p — Yea, my 
own personal experience. 

(52,677. Can you produce anything in the shape of a 
public expression of opinion that would support it ?— 
Yes. I have known the spirit grocer’s license to bo 
opposed, and action to be taken in a working-class 
neighbourhood, which is rather an uncommon thing 
with reference to a spirit grocer's, and Bimply because 
of the disfavour with which they regard it. 

62,678. With referonoo to the question of deception, 
your idea is that the practice goes on largely in these 
places of booking boer and spirits, or porter and spirits, 
as “ goods ” ? — Yes, in some of them. 

Liquor 62,679. Surely, if they meant, to practise deception, 
charged us they would not say “ goods," but thoy would say sugar, 
other for instance ? — They may vary it. I have known goods 

goods. to be put down. I hnvc actually seen it myself. 

62.680. Are you quite sure what you have seen is not 
in a statement of a supply for a time, and they were 
rendoring the statement which has gone in under tho 
heading of ** goods ” P — No. 

62.681. It seems a little extraordinary, because when 
you want to deceive, you generally use the term that 
will deceive best. If you booked whisky as “ sugar ” 
yon would deceive, hut booking it as “ goods,” you do 
not P — Woll, it would take a largo amount of sugar to 
represent a small amount of whisky. 

62.682. Speaking of Belfast, I believe there are a 
large number of the spirit grocer’s licenses distributed 
over the residential quarters of Belfast, are there not p — 

I am aware of it. 

Position of 62,683. Of course, you avo aware that in Ireland you 
spirit can only carry on your trade under tho spirit grocer’s 
grocers. license or publican's license ? — Yes. 

62.684. You are aware that there arc large traders in 
Belfast carrying on this trade P — Yos. 

62.685. I could uanto 20 names, and you would 
recognise thorn all, probably P — Not in tlio residential 
districts. 

62.686. In the best quarters of Belfast. I only want 
to put it that the statement you are making is con- 
demning a body of respectable tradesmen. I do not 
say thero may not be cases where the license lias got, 
into tho wrong hands, but there is a large class of 
respectable traders in Belfast who carry on this trade 
properly, surely ? — There may be. 

62.687. And you do not know them? — I do not know 
of them. I have never heard them Bpoken of ns a 
respectable body. 

62.688. Though yon are connected with a trades 
council representing 12,000 members, and can speak 
for 95 per cent, of the working population of Belfast, 
you do not know a respectable grocer’s license in 
Belfast? — I have never heard thorn spoken of as a 
respectable body. 

62.689. (Mr. Toting.) I snppose yon represent your- 
self. Are yon sent hero to represent anyone? — lam 
here to give my opiuion and my experience, 1 presume. 

Position of 62,690. By whom are you sent?— I expect I am 
witness. invited by this Commission that wishes to investigate. 

62,691. In Belfast are you commissioned by any 
society, or any person from Belfast, to come to repre- 
sent public opinion there P — No, I am not commissioned 
by any person in Belfast or any society in Belfast. 

Liquor 62,692. Now how many instances do you know really 
charged of goods being put down in tho place of whisky as you 
ns other suggest ? — I have known of several and beard of a 

goods. great many. 

62.693. Did you ever really examine three? — Yes. 

62.694. How many moro? — I have not kept count, 
but if you ask throe, I am prepared to say that, and 
moro. 

Tho witn 


62.695. You say there was a plebiscite taken once in Mr. j 

Belfast, when the working peoplo of Belfast expressed r«jkr. 
their opinion in favour of Sunday closing ? — Yes. 

62.696. Are yon aware that there was a petition from PleVtwik 
tho publicansof Belfiiatwith 4,000 more signatures than «■ Sum!.* 
appeared on the plebiscite — more than were in favour riming. ' 
of itP — No, I am not aware of it. 

62.697. The petition was signed by many moro than 
what appeared on the plebiscite P— I beard of the 
petition, but I never hoard of the exact numbers. I 
heard of it being in the public-houses on a Saturday 
evening, and a large number of signatures being got 
to it. 

62.698. Did you ever bear that there were a great 
many more signatures to the petition than what 
appeared on the plebiscite P — I did not. 

62.699. (Mr. Whittaker.) As secretary to these trade p a |,|' 

counoils you may be considered to occupy a repre- opining • 
sentativo position, I suppose P — Yes. slmdav 

62.700. Was there a municipal election lost November ani * Saif, 

in Belfast ?— Yes. ?“.v dfci: 

62.701. Were six labour members elected at that time P 
— There were. 

62.702. Was attention drawn to the fact before that 
election, and published in the papers, that those labour 
members were all in favour of Sunday closing aud 
earlier closing on Saturday night? — Yes. There were 
questions issued asking their opinions regarding this 
subject, and I understood all the labour members were 
favourable. 

62.703. And the labour members who replied that 
they were in favour of this Sunday closing and early 
closing on Saturday night wore, at the municipal 
election, elected? — All elected. 

62.704. We may take that as an indication of pablio 
opinion, may we not? — It certainly evidently did thorn 
no harm. 

62.705. Have public mootings frequently been hold in 
favour of Sunday closing anu earlier Saturday night 
closing in Belfast ? — Frequently. 

62.706. Has there ever been a public meeting against 
It? — I have neveT known of a public meeting 
against it. 

62.707. (Mr. Younger.) Iu consequence of tho ques- 
tions put by Mr. Whittaker 1 will ask you this. 

I liavo in my hand hero a paper edited by yon, 
oallod tho “Belfast Citizen, '' in which thero is ou 
article dated April last, written by yourself, I suppose, 
on the very question of these municipal elections, in 
which this language is used: “ Those, siiys the report,” 

— that is tlic United Trades and Labour Council Report 
— “ were all elected on tho labour ticket ; they did not 
“ woo their constituencies as the advocates of any 
“ political or religious creed — they sought to bo 
“ returned as direct labour representatives pledged to 
“ oppose jobbery, to safeguard tho public health, to 
“ uphold the rights of labour, and to secure for tho 
" municipal revenue money that is at present appro- 
“ priated by private individuals and companies. This 
“ programme commended itself to tho electors of 
" Belfast, and completely triumphed over tho party 
“ parrot cries.” Will you tell me where any reference 
whatever to Sunday closing or temperance arises on 
that P — You are quite right. Thero was no reference 
so far as the programme was concerned, but there was 
a reference in so far as questions were asked. Questions 
were asked by our organisation in Belfast of eacli 
candidate, and sent to each candidate, were they 
favourable to Sunday closing and early Saturday closing. 

Wo wore favourable to it. 

52.708. Those who wove elected ? — Those who were 
elected. 

62.709. It was not at all a tost question at tho 
election, I suppose? It was not made so by yon 
because you say so? — It was not made by us, but I 
have no doubt it influenced u largo number of votes iu 
our favour. I know I was worked for by a tomperanco 
body. 

62.710. Is it not astonishing, holding the position you 

do, and holding the views yon do in tho temperance 
party, you do not say so here? — It is not at all 
astonishing. , 

ess withdrew. 


Adjourned to to-morrow at 10.30. 
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Andrew Johnston, Esq. 
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George Younger, Esq. 


Tho Rot. Michael Ahern, R.C.C., called in and examined. 


Kitov. 
J II. Ahern, 
B.C.C. 


ft, 


62.711. (Viecotmt de Fesct.) You are the curate of 
Ladysbridge, Castlemartyr, conuty Cork F — I am. 

62.712. I bolieve that you propose to speak of tho 
East Riding of county Cork? — Yos, principally the 
East Riding of connty Cork. 

62.713. Will yon give the Commission your opinion 
as to tho number of public-houses ? — I strongly believe 
that the public-houses in tho whole county are three or 


in four times too numerous. 


them, inasmuch ns they carry on other trades with the 
liquor trade on tho same premisos. 

62.722. It is the case that the majority of public- 
house licensees carry on other trades ? — It is. 

62.723. Is it mainly to sell groceries, or other things ? 
— Yes, general groceries. Some have a meal and 
flour business, ana generally all kinds of businesses are 
connected with them. 


2, 714. What is the proportion in the East Riding ? 
— The proportion in the East Riding has been given ns 
1 to 71. 


62.715. Do you accept that proportion as being 
: correct ? — Yes ; but to fully understand its significance. 

. wc must take account of tho composition of the popu- 
lation, and also of its character. In Ireland, owing to 
emigration and to enlistment for tho army and navy 
and tho police force, we possess to a largo extent but 
tho old and young, so that a ratio of public-houses to 
the inhabitants, which in England would be barely 
sufficient to satisfy tho needs of the people, would in 
Ireland bo altogether excessive, because of the number 
of males between the ages of 20 and 35 who have left 
the country. 

62.716. What is tho Btntc of public opinion as to 
women drinking in pnblic-housos ?— There is a very 
strong public opinion against women being scon drink- 
ing in public-houses at all in Ireland, and T am of 
opinion that if it were left to the people to determine 
how many public-houses would be necessary to satisfy 
the reasonable requirements of the community they 
would not take account of females. 


62,717. What is the practice of the Roman Catholic 
bishops? — The Roman Catholic bishops when con- 
firming the children give, with the approval of tho 
parents, a total abstinence pledge whioh hinds them 
until tho age of 21. 


62,724. The majority of the mixed trades are in 
provisions ? — Yes. Then this gives women, of course, a 
plea for entering such houses, and it protects them 
from the influence of pnblic opinion. For instance, 
quite reoently I saw a farmer’s wife invite a man and a 
very young boy into a public-house. This house was a 
general grocery aud meal-seller’s establishment, as well 
as a public-house. On returning from the premises I 
remonstrated with her on the impropriety of inviting a 
young child into the public-houso to drink, and she 
instantly answered me that tho reason sho went in was 
to pay a little bill. She said her only reason for 
entering the public-house was to pay a bill. Then I 
have it also on the authority of a person who lived for 
about two years in one of these houses, that on fair 
days and market days especially a large number of 
women drink in them. Tnere is another reason also 
why women in Ireland drink iu public-houses, and that 
is the difficulty of getting other refreshments, such as 
tea and coffee, in other houses, and they believe that it 
would be rather beneath their position in life to enter 
the small houses in which these provisions are kept. 
They avo of a very low character, and tho farmers' wives 
do not go in there, and the consequence is that they 
enter the public-houses, and very often take porter 
there for their lunch or dinner. 


62.718. Meaning by that if the parents objected they 
would not administer the pledge? — The parents not 
only permit them to administer it, but earnestly desire 
them to do so. 

62.719. I suppose there are no instances where the 
paroufc objects ?— I do not know any instances where a 
parent objected. Even bofore children are confirmed at 
all they come and ask tho priest to administer the 
plcdgo binding them till 21, and I think this shows 
that in tho opinion of tho poople, tho public-honses of 
tho country arc not, or at all events ought not to ho, 
provided for the minors. 


Iliitd 

WKe. 


62,720. This pledge binds the children until the age 
of 21 P— Yes. 


62,721. What is the usual age they go up to be 
confirmed? — From 9 to 13 or 14. Then some of the 
women or course drink in those public-honses, but that 
is regarded as one of tho natural consequences of the 
congestion of public-houses in the country, and 
especially of tho objectionable character of some of 


62.725. Do von mean by that that the inferior 
grocers do not nave licenses in tho shops they object to 
go into? — They have not got licenses. Then this is 
bIso a reason why boys break their pledges liefore they 
come to the age of 21, and another reason is, of course, 
the groat difficulty in getting other refreshments in 
these public-honses. 

62.726. Would you be in favour of compelling the 
publican to have other refreshments besides intoxicating 
liquors ? — Yes, I should like him to have other refresh- 
ments ns well. I should prefer, of course, that there 
should bo an opportunity for other houses to carry on 
exclusively the business of supplying temperance 
refreshments, but if that oould not be done, I would 
have tho public-houses in Ireland supply other refresh- 
ments, such as tea and coffee, ana especially milk. 
These young boys, when they go to the fairs and 
markets, must take something, and when they enter 
the pnhlic-houses they will get nothing except tem- 
perance drinks or else strong liquor. Tne temperance 
drinks which are kept in the majority of these little 
houses in the villages in Ireland and small towns arc 
of a vory inferior quality and very unpalatable. I have 
takon them frequently myself, and they really are 
unpal stable. Therefore thoy must oither take the strong 

H h 3 
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The Rev. drink, which thoir friends often press thorn to do, or 
M. Ahem sometimes they nslc for temperance wine — nou-iutoxi- 
R.C.C. eating wine— and I have known cases where a publican 

has sold them claret as non-intoxicating wine . I believe 

Xl May '98 it is very often done, and in order to decoive the people 

all the more completely they call this claret “ League 

of the Cross wine.’’ the League of the Cros3 being the 
name of a total abstinence society. 

62.727. The other temperance drinks being lemonades 
and aerated waters ? — Yes. 

62.728. The League of the Cross is a well-known 
society in Ireland ? — Yes, a temperance society. 

62.729. Does it consist only of Catholics, or does it 
includo Protestants ?— It is a Catholic total abstinence 


houses, ono for every 15 of tho inhabitants, anti 1 for yj, 
every 5 males over 21. Then l! miles to the north of jtf 
Mogeely is the village of Dungourney, with 2 public- J}.C(T 
houses, 1 for every 25 of the inhabitants, and X fo r ' _ 

every 6 males over 21. Two miles further north is 
another small village with 2 public-houses ; then south 
of Mogeely about lj miles is the town of Castlemartyr, 
with 6 public-houses, 1 for every 68 of the inhabitants, 
and 1 for every 16 mules over 21 years of age. Thou 
about 21 miles to the west of Castlemartyr, ia another 
public-house, and 2 miles from there is the town of 
Middleton. Then less than 1J miles to the south of 
Castlemartyr we come back agaiu to Ladysbridge. To 
the south-west of Lodysbridgo, tho villages arc equally 
numerous and equally crowded with public-houses. 


Proportion 
of males 


Congestion 
of public- 
honsos in 
CO. Cork. 


bridge and 


association. 

62.730. Is there any reason why purely temperance 
houses should not he started in these villages in Ireland P 
You say that facilities ought to bo given to have the 
temperance houses ? — Certainly. 

62.731. What difficult)- is there in having them ? — 
Prom the very fact of there being such a number of 
public-houses in the villages there is no room whatsoever 
for the other houses. 

62.732. You have, I believe, a return of the propor- 
tion of public-houses to males over 20 years of ago ? — 
Taking the principal towns of Ireland, I find that tho 
proportion of males over 20 years of ago to the total 
population is only one-fourth and that, holds good ulso 
with reference to the villages. 

62.733. You live in a village yourself P— I live in a 
village. Then if we look at the character of this fourth, 
I find that a large percentage of them are over the age 
of 60. 

62.734. Arc you also acquainted with tho county 
Kerry P — I am not acquainted with the county Kerry, 
but I have somo extracts from tho utterances of the 
judge of county Kerry with referenoo to the number of 
public-houses. 

62.735. Is that Judge Shaw ? — Yes. 

62.736. We havo had tho evidence about Kerry ? — In 
the principal towns the proportion of tho public-houses 
to males over 20 years is about 1 to 16. It varies, of 
course, in the different towns. In Queenstown it is 1 
to 29, and in Micholstown it is 1 to 9 or 10 ; in Mallow 
it is 1 to 14, and in the whole county the public-houses 
are os 1 to 46, including tho city of Cork. Then if you 
como to the villages, tho proportion in many of tho 
villages is as 1 bo 5 or 6. 

62.737. Is that in tho portion of the county yon 
know tho best, the East Biding of Cork? — Yes. Of 
course this proportion shows to what a frightful extent 
tho villages and tho small towns aro overcrowded with 
public-houses, especially when taking into considera- 
tion the feelings of the people with reference to 
femalos, and with reference also to minors, that they 
ought not to enter public-houses, or public-houses 
ought not to be provided for them. That really is a 
very strong feeling in Ireland so far ns I am acquainted 
with the public feeling and opinion. Then I should 
like to give an instanco of tho proximity of these 
villages. For instance, I live in a village myself, tho 
village of Ladysbridge, and I will take n circular tour 
around, I will start from this littlo village and como 
back to it again. In the village whero I live, we havo 
four public-houses, ono for every 25 ol the inhabitants. 

62,788. How many houses are thcro in the village — 
can you form any idea ? — I did not count idiom. 

62.739. Can you give us an approximate idea of the 
number of honsos P— Perhaps it will bo 40 or 50, I 
should think. 

62.740. And thoro are 4 licensed honses P — Yes, I 
have a photograph of tho village liore, where the houses 
aro shown (producing same). Then 4J mil os to tho cast 
of Ladysbridge thoro is tho village of Ballymacoda, 
which lias 4 public-houses. There is 1 for every 21 of 
the inhabitants, and 1 for every 5 of the males over 21 
years of age. Then 5 miles to the north or Ballyma- 
coda is Killeagh. There there aro 6 publio-honsos, 1 
for every 56 of the inhabitants, and 1 for every 15 
males exceeding 21. Then north of Killeagh 2 miles 
is Mount Uniacke, where there ore 3 or 4 inhabited 
houses, 2 of which aro public-houses, and a mile from 
there is another public-house, and then away in a south- 
easterly direction, wo como buck again to Ladysbridge, 
andi t is only 3 miles from Killeagh ; but 24 miles to tho 
west of Killeagh is the village of Mogooly, with 8 public- 


62.741. Have you anything more to say on that Excessm 
point ? — No. I will pass on to the results of this over- number ' 
crowding of public-houses. In the first place, it leads public- 
to orime and disorderly conduct. I have some extracts housej. 
hero from statements of tho Recorder of Cork and Mr. 

Justice O'Brien, showing that the increase in crime is 
connected with the number of public-houses. The 
Beeorder of Cork, at the Miuhaolmas quarter sessions The Be- 
in 1894, said to the grand jury : “ Of tho cases to be corder of 
“ disposed of seven-tenths are the result of drnuken- Cork’i 
" ness — of excessive drinking.” Then he connects these opinion, 
crimes with the public-houses, for ho immediately 

adds : “ I take this opportunity to say that in my 
“ opinion, and having regard to my experience here 
11 sitting in this chair, that there are many many more 
“ publio-houses in the city of Cork than are wanted or 
“ desirable.” Again, addressing the grand jury of 
the city of Cork at tho quarter sessions, opened on 
the 4th of May 1896, he said : “ On looking through the 
“ cases now to go before you, my previous observa- 
“ tions are intensified and strengthened, that tho vast 
“ majority of these coses aro the result of drink, and 
" that the consumption of intoxicating liquors in the 
“ city is not only increasing, but injuriously increasing, 

“ for crime and offence is increasing with it.” As Mr.Josfa 
regards tho county, Mi - . Justico O'Brien, in his address O’Brico'i 
to tho grand jury at the spring assizes for the county opinion, 
in 1896, having stated that there was no general cause of 
disturbance existing in the county, said : I observe, 

“ however, one very noticeable feature in the returns 
“ that I have received, namely, a groat increaso in 
“ intoxication, of which legal evidence remains, and 
“ that extending over the wholo of this comity, so as 

necessarily not to bo referable to any more local 
“ cause- The number of offences in tho East Biding 
“ have reached tho prodigious total, since tho winter 
*• assizes, of over 900 cases, or nearly double those of 
“ the corresponding period of the previous year, and 
“ them is also a considerable increaso in tho West 
“ Biding.” Thou tho county court judge of Limerick County 
at tho Michaelmas quarter sessions for the city in 1896, court 
after expressing his opinion “that tlio number of jndge of 
“ licenses in the town was disgracefully high,” declared Limenct 
tliat “ ho was nob a toctotalor himself and ho did not 
“ hold teetotal ideas, hut there was no man who cared 
‘ ‘ for the honour of Limerick who did not agree that the 
“ number of publie-lionsos was excessive. The result 
“ was that breaches of tho law frequently occurred. 

“ In his opinion the number of public-houses in 
“ Limerick required to be seriously reduced.” 

62.742. Mr. Justico O’Brien’s oharge wna founded. I 
presume, on tho roport, of tho constabulary ? — I expect 
so. 

62.743. Now will you toll the Commission your opinion 
with referenoo to the action of the police as to popular 
amusements? — Bcforo coming to that point I should 

like to givo the opinion of tho priests of tho county as Opinion 
to the excessive number of public-houses leading to of the 
excessive drinking and to crimo. My bishop tho Most energy. 
Bcverend Dr. Brown, Bishop of Clovno in county Cork, 
gives it ns his opinion, and that of his priests whom he 
consulted purposely on tho matter, that this admittedly 
excessive number* of public-houses loads to oxcessive 
drinking, and thereby to crime and disorderly conduct. 

I sent circulars myself to many other priests outside 
the diocese of Cloyne, but in the county Cork, asking 
them whether it was their opinion, that this multipli- 
cation of public-houses leads to crimo and disorderly 
conduct ; I received 57 replies, and of those 57, 52 
were of the same way of thinking as the clergy of 
Cloyne. Only one was of a contrary opinion, and four 
expressed no opinion. Then tho socoud result of thiB 
multiplication of public-houses ia that they put tempta- 
tions in the way of tho people returning from fairs and 
markets, temptations which cause many who would 
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otherwise come homo sober and betimes, to remain out 
laio and got. intoxicated. I am authorised also to say 
that this is tho experience of tho Bishop of Clovnc and 
of his priests, and is I believe, so far as I Save been 
able to find ont, tho opinion also of the other priests of 


tho influence of drink. Then I asked the opinion of The Rea. 
some priests whetlior those races were generally got np M. Ahern, 
and organised by publicans, and of tho 57 replies which R.C.C. 

1 received, 35 said that they wore promoted by 

publicans. 


11 May ’98 


62,744. Yon attribute that to the excessive number of 
public-houses P— Yea : I myself can bear witness to tho 
extent of the evil. For a few years past, whenever I 
happened to.be m a village on the occasion of a fair in 
a neighbouring town, almost invariably I looked to see 
whether any horses and cars were drawn up at the 
public-houses, and I do not remember a single instance 
of passing by one of these villages of an afternoon or 
evening of the day on which there was n fair held in 
some neighbouring town, that I did not notice from 
1 or 2 np to 17 or 20 horses and cars outside tho 
public-houses, nud perhaps 5 or 6 miles away from 
the town at which the fair was held. The fair is 
generally over about 2 o'clock, and the majority of 
the people leave the fair for homo in very good time. 


62.753. Are these tho athletic sports ? — Small country 
races, i do not mean the large races, hut those are the 
small country races. 

62.754. (2fr. Young.) Horse races P— Yes. The funds 
are suljscribed to principally by the local publicans and 
tho brewers, but the stokes are bo small, and tho class 
of horses that run there are so very inferior, that I 
behove they servo no other purpose whatsoever bat to 
bring the country people there for tho purpose of 
drinking. 


62,755. (Piscoun./ de Vesci.) Docs that apply also to 
athletic sports ? — Also to athletic sports. 


,745. They begin at a very early hoar H— Yes, and 
the people are generally coming homo from about 12 


o'clock, lint then they loiter cn their way at tho different 
public-houses. It is the custom when they travel in 
company to treat one another at these different houses, 
and they go into almost every one they meet from the 
time they leave tho fair till they come home ; and the 
result of that is that a large number of these people do 
not como homo on fair days till nightfall. I have 
frequently myself heard cars coming from the fairs 
passing my house as lute as 10, and II, and sometimes 
up till 12 o'clock nt night. 

62,746. Do you find in consequenco of that there arc 
many charges by the police of being drunk in charge 
of a horse and cart ? — No, I never notice any charges 
by the police on these occasions. 


,756. Then will yon tell us about the amount of ] 
hqnor disposed of in somo of these villagos P — In some c 
ol these villages there is a large amount of liquor dia- i 
posed of. I know of one village in a very poor district, \ 
and it disposes of 1,2001. worth of drink annually. 


02,787. That is amongst all the public-houses in that 
district. — There are four public-houses in that village. 


62,758. (Mr. Younger.) How do you arrive at these 
figures ? — I happened to meet tho brewer’s man who 
was bringing the porter to this villago, and I naked him 
for an estimate of the average number of tierces of 
porter he carried to tho village every week, and he save 
it me. 


62,/ 59. Then that 1,2002. is entirely porter P — Princi- 
pally porter. There are some few pounds worth of 
temperance drinks included, but it would be principally 
porter. 


62,747. It is usually treated as an aggravation of an 
offence to be in charge of a horse and cart, if a man is 
prosecuted for being drunk ?— Certainly. I remember 
one evening noticing some of these cars at a public- 
house, and I went on my bicycle to a fair field, which 
was 3 miles away, to sea whether many of tho 
country people remained at the fair-place after the fair 
was over. 1 did not see anyone. They had all loft. 
I then rode to another village, which was about 
2.J miles the other side of the town, and there I 
found two horses and cars outside a public-houso 
with tho people insido drinking, and they were very 
noisy and could easily bo heard outside. I next re- 
turned to tho villago from which 1 started, and there 
wore the horses and ears still outside the doors of tho 
pnlilic-honsos. 


62,7-18. Tho principal drinking is on the way home ? 
— On the way homo, and numbers of accidents occur 
on these occasions, and some of these accidents provo 
fatal. I have known some of them to terminate fatally. 

I 62,7-19. Do you state that tho police do not do their 
duty in taking notice of these olVeiinesP— I do not say 
that with reference to tho fairs, but I have often noticed 
the police in tho village, and theso horses outside the 
public-houses without a single person in charge of 
them, and the police never noticed it. 


62,750. That is on offence against tho law ?— I believe 
it is, but what I have toisay with reforcncc to the police 
refers principally to races and popular amusements. 
On theso occasions they very seldom arrest a person for 
being drunk, excont the case is so serious that they 
could not possibly overlook it. I hove seen them 
hiking persons home on these occasions. And once I 
asked a constable why it was that persons whom he 
would arrest on other occasions, ho would on the occa- 
sion of a race or regatta, show home, and he said such 
were the instructions issued to tho police. 


62.760. (Viscount do Vesci.) Do the people drink far 
more porter than whisky in the country districts?— 
Far more porter. In that same parish there is another 
village in which there are four more public-houses, and 
I should think that in the second village there is at least 
800/. worth of porter sold, so that from that parish 
about 2,0002. goes yearly in strong drink. 

62.761. Is it a thickly inhabited parish P — Part of it 
is fairly thickly inhabited, but not very. 

63.762. By small farmers ? — Yes. 

62.763. Now, will you give us your opinion as to the 
competition and its effect on selling during prohibited 
hours ? — The numbor of public-houses prevents tho 
publican from refusing drink to persons who ask for it 
during prohibited hours, because thoy arc afraid of 
losing their customers. 

62.764. You attribute that to over-competition? 

Over-competition. I have seen on a Sunday a publican 
refuse drink to some persons who applied for it, and 
thoy wont straight away to the noxt public-house mid got 
it, and of coarso the publican who will give drink to 
those persons on tho Sunday will got their enstom on 
the Monday as a rule. So that if n person tries to 
really carry on his business properly in Ireland, it is 
very hard for him to make a living ont of the sale of 
intoxicating liquor. 


Over-com- 
petition 
anil illicit 
sales, &e. 


>. In tho ease of these sales, all these peoplo 
claimed as bond fide travellers?— No, they were not 
bond fide travellers. They wore simply from tho 
neighbourhood. 


62.766. It was illegal drinking ? — Yus. 

62.767. They wore served in one of tho other houses? 
— Yes. At all events they wore allowed in, and I 
presume they were served. 


62,751. Wore those persons summoned afterwards P 
—They were not summoned. 


Is there a police station in that village ?— 
No, there is not. There is a police station about a mile 
from that village. 


12,752. Your suggestion is that they see them home, 
but do not take any further steps ? — That is so. Then 
thiB multiplication of public-houses causes a great deal 
of drunkenness on the occasion of races. When tho 


2,769. It is patrolled, of course P — Yes. 


02,770. Will you pass on to tho action of the magis- 
trates ?--I hold the magistrates responsible for this 


these public-houses and remain out very late, 
member on one occasion going to some publio-honscs 
about 6 miles from tlio roco-field, to see whether tkore 
wore many people drinking in them, and l noticed that 
they wore filled with men, and that most of those I 
saw were heavily under the iuttuouco of drink, I would 
not say they were drunk, but they were heavily under 


congestion of public-houses, and I believe there is 
convincing evidence, though much of it is necessarily 
of a circumstantial nature, to show that they have 
abased the power entrusted to them by law, in granting, 
ronowing, and transferring licenses, and I believe that 
their practice in this respect, as also in connection with 
broaches of the licensing laws, discourages the polico 
from enforcing these laws, and encourages tho publicans 
anil the public to evade thorn, nud it is calculated to 


Adminis- 
tration of 
law by 
justices. 
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The lien, provoke to perjury those who are prosecuted for 
M. Ahern, violating them. 

Jt C C ° 

' ’ 62,771. Wbnt is your opinion as to the way the 

11 May ’98 magistrates grant licenses. Do they go by the evidence 

put before thorn, or other influences P —I believe that 

they do not always act upon the evidence that is 
tendered in court. They are bound to do so, and the 
fact of their not doing so is one reason for saying 
that they abuse the powers entrusted to them by 
law. 


Licenses 02,772. Do the police often object P — Thu police very 
granted often object, and the clergy often object. 

*° 02,773. Do the clergy appear in court P — I have cases 

evidence. w h erc the clergy have appeared. 

02.774. Havo you yourself appeared P — I have gone 
to court to object to the grant of a license, but tho case 
was not cal lea. 

62.775. Have you yourself in more than one iustanco 
appeared to object to a license being granted P — Only 
in one instance. 


62,770. Have you been present in court when applica- 
tions have been dealt with iu other cases? — No, but I 
have read those cases in tho press, and I have taken a 
note of them, and I can refer to them. 

62.777. You state, in a ’general way, that licenses are 
granted in spite of the objections made by tho police 
and the clergy ? — Yes, in many cases. I say that the 
police and the clergy are, of course, tho best judges 03 
to whether a license is necessary in a locality, ana that 
if the magistrates were really determined only to grant 
those licenses that are necessary, they would take into 
account this objection raised by tho police and the 
clergy, and on the strength of it, they would refuse the 
license, especially seeing that in very many cases — in 
the whole of them— there is no person appearing from 
the community asking for those licenses, except the 
publican or his friends. 

62.778. The applicant does not adduce evidence in 
support of his application P — No. 

62.779. The only evidence they have before them is 
the cvidonce of objections by police and clergy P — 
Yes. 

62.780. In the face of that, you find the licenses are 
granted P — They arc granted even in spite of those 
objections. 

Canvass- 62,781. Will yon gire your opinion, or the facts, as to 
ing. the canvassing of the magistrates. Is it the case, from 

Offer of your experience, that magistrates aro canvassed bofore- 
ii Cork hand P — Certainly. I can give instances, including ouo 

brewer s ; n w hich a canvasser called on myself. He wanted me to 
agent. use my influence with some magistrates who were living 
iu a parish whero I then was, to go about 50 milos to vote 
for a license for a friend of his. I said that it was 
_ altogether unreasonable to expect magistrates to go so 

far away, and he Baid that distance made no difference 
whatever; that he himself was authorised by a brewer 
to give 52. by way of defraying expenses to any magis- 
trate whom he could get to go and vote for this 
license. 

62.782. Was that a local brewer P — A local brewer. 

62.783. Of the city of Cork P — In the city of Cork. 
Indications 62,784. Could that allegation bo supported by othor 
of corrupt evidence, do you believe r— I have no othor eviaonco to 
influences, support it, except that a case occurred in Mncroom last 

year, in which the chairmnn of the quarter sessions 
stated that one of the magistrates on the bench had 
received a postal order in a letter asking him to vote 
for a license, and this postal order, which was for 10s., 
was enclosed apparently for the purpose of defraying 
his expenses. I should also mention tout I know a case 
in which a private persou frequently applied for a 
license for his house, and was each time refused by the 
magistrates by a large majority. Then a firm of 
brewers mado the application, and it was grautod to 
them by a large majority. Tho license was granted iu 
a little village in which there were only seven bouses, 
and there was already one public-house in the village. 

62.785. They created a new license in a villngo in 
which there was already existing one license ? — There 
was one license already existing, and this was a second. 

02.786. They gave it as a tied house to a firm of 
brewers P — Yes. 

62.787. (.Mr. Younger.) Might it not have been 
because tho magistrates thought, in their judgment, 
that tho firm of brewers would look better after the 


house than the individual who had previously applied a T , „ 

-1 could not so. ' • 

62.788. That is quite possible, is it not? — I do not 
think that would be their reason for doing it, whatever * — 
else their reason was. 

62.789. You do not know what their reason was?— I 
do not know as a fact what their reason was, but I 
know this that within a mile of that little village there 
are three or four other public-houses, and there was no 
necessity whatever for that public-house, and I believe 
firmly that the magistrates granted that pnblic-house, 
not because it was necessary, but because some influence 
was brought to bear on them by the brewers. That is 
my opinion. 

62.790. {Viscount tie Vcsci.) You are not prepared to 
bring evidence to support tbatP — No. 

62.791. To go back to the first case yon mentioned, Offer of s 
where 52. was offered to a magistrate, that was by a Cork 
person who represented himself to bo an agent of the hrewvr's 
brewer P — He represented himself as an agent from the agent 
brewer. He was a commission agent going about the 
country selling goods. 

72.792. A traveller? — A sort of traveller. 

72,798. For that particular firm P — No, not for that 
firm, but he represented himself to me as being autho- b 

rised by the firm to give this money, and he said ho a 

had the money in his pocket. r- 

62.794. Was that fact brought before the county 3 

court judge in any way at tho next licensing sessions ? 

— No. I afterwords wrote to tho public press, and 
mentioned the case in the press. 

62.795. You state you wrote to the public press about 
this. Was any attempt mnde to refnle your state- 
ment? — No, there was no attempt made whatever to 
refute it. 

62.796. There was no auswer to the allegation ? — 

No. 

62.797. Did you mention the name of the firm ? — No, 

I mentioned no names whatsoever. 

62.798. {Mr. Younger.) Exactly. It is nobody’s ? 

business to pick up an allegation of that sort?— I ? 

mentioned no names, but the press commented on this 

letter of mine. 

62.799. (Viscount tie Vcsci.) Did you write this to a 
Cork paper P — To three Cork papers. 

62.800. Circulating in tho city of Cork P — Thoro are 
only throe circulating in the city of Cork, and I com- 
municated tlio fact to each of the papers, and £ mentioned 
that it was a Cork brewer, and thoro was no contradiction 
whatsoever of it. I might mention that a person, who 
made an application, thonght I referred to his house, 
and he wrote to me to ask me to write to the papers 
and say this application did not apply to liis house— 
that this offer of money did not apply to his house. I 
replied and said I would do nothing of tho kind, and I 
did not do so. I should also mention that when I wrote 
this letter, it was just the day after a licensing sessions 
had been held at Mncroom, and I mentioned in the 

letter that, as far as I could make out, this offer was - 

made with reference to one of tho applications which e 

came before the court, and which was refused by the i,’ 

magistrates, aud I said that if tho other magistrates $ 

all over the county followed the example of tho 
Macroom magistrates, that wc should soon hoar no more 
about canvassing. 

62.801. How long before tho licensing sessions at 
Macroom had this communication been made P— I 
believe it had been over 12 months. 

62.802. A year before? — Yen, I expect 12 months 
before. 

62.803. Now will you pass to tho question of the Li* 
renewal of licenses ?— The necessity for annually renew- 
ing the licenses and the power of objecting to such 
renewals were, in my opinion, evidently intended by 1(11 
law as a moans of weeding out badly-ccnducted public- 
houses, and of protecting the public from being injured 

by them ; but the practice of tho magistrates, so far 
from having any restraining power on unscrupulous 
publicans, is calculated to encourage them to evade the 
law, for, ns a rule, there is no distinction made at the 
renewal sessions between those; who offend aud thoso 
who do not. The certificates of all are signed in gldbo, 

62,864. What happens when objections are raised P— 
Objections had hoen raised by private individuals at 
the Cork Incensing Sessions of 1893, and it was 
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pjRtc. decided that private persons bad no right whatsoever to 
I t'j .Uern, object, and tho couseouonco of this decision was that 
jiC-C. publicans were enabled to sell illegally. 


62.805. The police do objeot in some of those cases ? 
—They do, but their objections are, as a rule, paid no 
attention to. For instance, I have for the past five or 
sis years very carefully read tho proceedings at tho 
different licensing sessions, as reported iu the press, 
and what I have stated now is tho opinion I have 
arrived at. I never remember reading a case of a 
badly-conducted license being extingnishod as the 
result of an objection to its renewal , and lest cases 
might have escaped my notice, 1 wrote to the different 
district inspectors of tho constabulary in the county 
asking whother they remembered to have succeeded in 
this respect. They all replied. Four said they had no 
oases of opposition to renewals ; three said they had 
succeeded, and tho remaining 13 said that although 
they had frequently opposod roacwals they never 
remembered to have extinguished a license in con- 
its sequence. 

62.806. Did any givo tho grounds on which they 
objected ? — None, but many of them expressed tho 
opinion that it was a forlorn liopo to attempt to 
extinguish a badly conducted house by objection to 
renewal. 

62.807. Now will yon give us your view os to 
afodiB transfers? — Tho laxity with which magistrates grant 
puling these is in my opinion a groat onconragoment to badly - 
•misters, conducted publicans and calculated to render the police 

remiss in enforcing the law. I could give cases in 
whioh licenses with records against them have been 
transferred from the mere nominal holder to the 
persons who had actually conducted tho business when 
the breaches of tho Licensing Acts took place. 

62.808. They conducted the business as manager P — 
As manager under tho tenant, the tenant living in tho 
honse. For instance, there is tho case of a husband 
transferring to his wife, a man transferring to his 
son-in-law, a sister transferring to her sister. These 
cases appeared in the publio press, and I have some of 
them here. 

jlmsfera 62,809. Is it a. common, thing for a husband to 
ttb tm- transfer to liis wife ? — I believo I havo three cases of 


.'asd to here. One occurred at Middleton last year. The pub- 

IrJe. linen had beon frequently lined, and tho amount of 


fines paid by him was 10 guineas, and at the same 

there wore two records on nis license. He was permitted 
to transfer tho license to his wife, and ho himself went 
to Rea. Since then 1 understand there has been 
another conviction against tho wife. This wife was tho 
manageress of the public-house before the transfer took 
place. 

62,810. Then as to the practice of tho magistrates 
with referenoo to breaches of the law P — For tho last six 
years 1 have carefully read such cases of tho kind ns 
appeared in ono of' tho Cork newspapers, for the express 
purpose of observing how the magistrates dealt with 
them, and tho general rule seems to be to dismiss tho 
case when the publican gives a direct denial to the 
charges brought against him. This practice onables a 
bad publican to defy tho police. 


62.814. It is the fact that the constabulary patrol 
usually in pairs ? — Yes. 

62,81-5. There mnst be many cases where tho police 
produce two witnesses — where there are two policemen 
to givo evidence ? — I have read many such cases. 


The Rev. 
M. Alien i, 
R.C.C. 


publioon against the word of two policemen P— 
they generally take tho word of the publican and some 
person in the house, or some person found drinking on 
tho premises, and thou they say there is a conflict of 
testimony, and they give the benefit of the doubt to 
the publican; but what I complain of principally is 
that tho magistrates in these eases do not socin at all 
to weigh the evidence, and they are prepared very 
often to take tho ovidcnce of corner boys and to attach 
to it as much weight as they would attach to the 
evidence of tho most respectable men to be found in 
tho police force, and I need not toll you that must be 
very humiliating to tho police. 

62.817. Now, with reference to endorsements on Reluutiinci 
liocnsos. Can you givo us the practice of tho mngis- to endorse 
Lutes with reference to that P — They seem to have licenses, 
great difficulty, and to be very reluctant to endorso tho 
licenses at all . I have beon told of a case in which 

they decided to pnt a second record on tho certificate, 
but they were appealed to not to do so, as the publican 
had resolved to sell it. They complied, but tho 
pnbliean did not sell, and soon after was convicted 
again, and wa9 only fined. Had tho second record 
been put on, the lost conviction would have extinguished 
the license. I remember a ease where there were two 
records and a recordable prosecution. 

62.818. This is a oase you know of yonrsolf P — I heard 
of it at tho time. I was living in the town, and I in- 
quired of the constabulary, and verified the report I 
had. The publican made no defence. Hence, if tho 
case was tried, the license was bound to be endorsed, 
and thereby forfeited, but, to save it, the magistrates 
continued to adjourn the case from time to time for 
about six months or more, until one of tho records 
dropped outside the five years’ limit, and then they 
adjudicated on the case. 

62.819. That is a serious allegation against tho con- 
duct of those magistrates, and that you believed to bo 
true ? — I believe it to bo tme. It was publicly reported 
in the town whore I was. I was not iu court when the 
cnee came on, but I happened to be in the town at tho 
time. It was in the parish where I lived, and when I 
decided to give evidence before tho Commission, I 
went to tho constabulary and asked whether this report 
I tlion heal'd was true, and they told me it was. A 
constable who was iu court said that it was. 

62.820. (Mr. Young.) "Who told you it was truo P — 

The local constabulary. 

62.821. (Viscount de Vosci.) The men concerned in 
this prosecution ?— Yes. 


62,811. Do you find that the polioo in consequence 
do not prosecute ? — They are discouraged from pro- 
secuting. I do not say they do not prosecute, but I soy 
thopractico is calculated to discourngo them from doing 
so. I know a case in which a priest has frequently 
complained of a publican giving drink io drunken 
persons. Tho polioo have hod the publican prosecuted 
for it more than onoo, but he always contradicts what 
tho police say, and the magistrates dismiss tho ease. 


62,823. (Viscount da Vesci.) The responsible men — 
a sergeant of constabulary P — Two of the constables ; 
hut it was an understood thing at the time when I was 
in the town ; there is no doubt whatsoever about it ; it 
is a real fact, and that license is. still in existence. 

We will now pass to the question of Sunday 1 


dosing ?— With reference to Sunday closing, my expo- Sunday 
rionce is that very few publicans observe the Suuday closing. 


62,812. You allege they take ihe publican’s word 
against tho word of the police? — Yes. On the last 
occasion when tho publican was brought beforo the 
conrt tho resident magistrate publicly protested in 
court BgainBt tho decision of the majority of the Bench. 
Then it also is calculated, I believe, to incite those who 
are prosecuted for violating the licensing laws to givo 
false testimony. 


rionce is that very few publicans c 
Closing Act strictly. The majority of them, especially 
iu villages and at cross roads, 1 cousider do their 
principal trade on Sundays, and wore the Act properly 
enforced a largo number of them would derive little or 
no profit from their business. 


62,813. To commit perjury, in other words ? — Yes. 
Any person who reads the newspapers and pays any 
amount of uttention to the decisions of tho magistrates 
with reference to these breaches of the licensing laws, 
must see that whenever a publican directly contradicts 
tho police as a rule ho is dismissed. Consequently, 
this practice in its very nature must stimulate the 
lower-class publicans to porjuro thcmsolvos in order to 
V 98149. 


Are there many public-houses in tho Bast 
Hiding which are Bituated any diBtanco from a police 
stationP — A largo number of them are. In tho littlo 
village where I live, the pnblic-lionses of the village 
are about a mile from the police station. Then this 

S lice station has charge of four villages, and tho 
•tlicst away is between four and five miles— over four 
miles. 


62,826. What is tho force of police ?— I believe there 
nre four policemen — a sergeant and three men— at tho 
station. 

Ii 
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The Jiev. 62,827. They have to patrol all that country P — Yes, 
M. Ahem, and they cannot be here and there. 

' ' 62,828. Five miles in extent ? — Yes. 

11 May *0 8 (52,829. (Mr. Younger.) I suppose they havo no stated 

time for coming to these places P — No. 

62,880. Nobody knows when they will turn up there? 
—Certainly. 

Opinion of 62,831. (Viscount do Vesci.) You aro in favour, and 
clergy ou you state that tho majority of the clergy of the conuty 
Sunday arc in favour of the total Sunday closing ? — Yes. 
closing. 62,832. I understand that you really fix the respon- 
sibility more on tho magistrates than on the police for 
the non-observance of tho Sunday Closing Act? — 
Polico and Certainly, 1 fix the responsibility principally on the 
enforce- magistrates. There is an opinion amongst the clergy 
jncutoftho that some of the police aro remiss in enforcing the 
law. Sunday Closing Act, but they do not say that all tho 

police are, or that they are remiss in all cases, but that 
certainly some of them aro. All are agreed that the 
superior officers of the police, from the head constables 
upwards, are most anxious to enforce the Sunday 
Closing Act, but it is certainly thought some of the 
rank and file, from one reason or another, have un 
objection to enforcing it, or a reluctance to enforce it. 

62,833. Is that in consequence of not being able to 
get their cases? — That is my opinion. 


62,84".. To take specimens of drink?— Yes. I have The n_ 
been told by some persons to whom I mentioned tho M.Ah'~ 
fact, that the publican bns a special bottle very often R.C c’’ 
prepared to offer to the police when they ask for a s 
sample, and that the vessel in which this mixture is 
contained is hidden away in some part of the premises 
under the counter or in some place where the police 
will not sec it. That is what I havo been told by more 
than one. A gentleman once assured me that he got a Adulit ra . 
lass of whisky in n low public-house, , uud that although tio n of 1 
e had been accustomed to drink whisky, and had only w hbky, 
to cross tho street from the public-house to his own 
home, the moment he entered the latter he felt intoxi- 
cated and had to take to bed. I have myself seen 
persons who having taken d rink could not be described 
as drank. I could only describe them as mad. They 
were able to walk. 

62,840. You attribute that to tho deleterious mixture 
put into the liquor ? — Yes. 

62.847. They do not do that with porter P — No. 

62.848. It is only spirits f — Yes. 

62,810. You state that tho majority of people drink 
porter? — The majority do, but you will meet with a 
few who drink nothing but whisky. An cx-publicau 
assured mo that all the publicans in the large town 
where she had carried on business made tbeir own 
whisky. 


62.834. Not being properly supported by the magis- 
trates P — Yes. I remember a case that came under my 
own notice where two constables came towards a public- 
house, at the door of which there was a horse and car 
standing, ou a Sunday. One of the constables moved 
on past the public-house ; the other approached the 
door and knocked ; the door opened, and there was not 
time for more than one word between the constable and 
the person who opened the door, and then he also 
passed on ; he did not go in at all. I knew that con- 
stable to frequent the house on week days at vory late 
hours, and I have seen him frequently inside it. 

62.835. Did you bring that to the attention of the 
authorities? — I brought it to the attention of the 
sergeant, but I did sot mention the name of this police- 
man — 1 did not like to injure him ; but I sjKikc to him 
and I told him, if it occurred again, I should report it 
to the authorities. 

Police 62,836. Are the police watched ? — Yes, the police aro 

watched by wutched, and I have a photograph here of tho publican 
publicans, ou a Sunday at the door watching the police (producing 
photograph). 

62.837. Do they employ men besides to watch tho 
police P — I believe they do so in the towns; at all 
events, I havo been told that they do so. I know very 
well there arc men in the country engaged by the 
publican — whether paid or not I do not know — to watch 
the jrolice. I have seen them. I also produce photo- 
graphs showing the character of some of these public- 
houses in Ireland (handing in same). 

62.838. (Mr. Younger.) Tlioro is no legal proof on the 
face of these photographs that they are watching for 
tho police ? — I know the persons perfectly well — both 
of them — and I know they arc there for tho purpose of 
watching tho police. 

62.839. (3fr. Grinling.) Could not you got the police- 
man into this photograph when taking it P — The moment 
ho appears, this man disappears. 

62.840. (Mr. Caine.) Is tho wholo population inside 
the public-house ? — This is on a week day with nobody 
at atl about. 

Adultcra- 62,841. (Viscount do Vcsei.) Will you give us your 
tion. opinion with regard to adulteration? — There is a 
general idea among the pooplo that publicans mix 
something with the whisky which enables thorn to add 
a quantity of water to it which gives the mixture a 
hot biting taste, I have inquired of many with refe- 
rence to it, and that seems to be tho opinion of all; 
but the common impression amongst tho people i9 that 
this mixture is not spirit— thnt it is something else, 
but, whatever it be, it is vory injurious to those who 
drink whisky. 

68,482. Do you know of any cases wlioro tho polico 
have prosecuted for adultoratiou ? — No, I do not. 

62.843. Or taken samples for tho purpose of analys- 
ing ? — No, I do not know of them. 

62.844. It is tho duty of the police to do that from 
time to time ? — Yos, it is. 


02.850. Made it up ? — Her expression was : “ Mado 
their own whisky.’’ 

62.851. (Mr. Younger.) Do you mean made it from 
the beginning P — Mixed it — propared it. She told me 
thnt one of the reasons she broke down in the business 
was, in her own opinion, that she was not able to make 
this mixture. 

62.852. You are not suggesting that they smuggle it 
or have a still P — No, but mix something with it by 
which they are enabled to add u lavge quantity of 
water. 

62,85 S. You said a glass of it mado a man intoxicated. 

Wliut interest is it for a publican to sell a man liquor 
one glass of which will make him intoxicated ? — This 
hot liquor would not moke the low-class man intoxi- 
cated. but would mako a gentloman intoxicated. I am 
speaking of the lower classes accustomed to drink 
whisky and bad whisky, and a glass of whisky which 
is adulterated would not ulicct them as it would ailcct 
tho gentleman accustomed to drink good whisky. 

02.854. Our information certainly is here that if a 
gentleman goes into a public-lionse whore this drink is 
sold and asks for a glass of whisky, ho does not get that 
at all ? — No, nor the polico if thoy go in and ask for it. 

62.855. (Viscount dc Vesci.) If the police go in for the 
purpose of taking a Bamplo you say they havo a special 
Dottle? — I have it on tho authority of a good many 
persons. 

62.856. (Mr. Grinling.) When the police go in, as a 
rule they do not go in uniform for that purpose P— I 
behove they do. 

62.857. I thought thoy generally wont so that the 
publican did not know P — Somotimos thoy go in nniforia 
and sometimes they do not. 

62.858. If they do not go in uniform, what is tho uso 
of this special bottle ?— I am only mentioning wlmt I 
have been told ; that thoy keep a special bottle, and I 
always understood that the police go in aniform, os a 
rule. Sometimes they go in plain clothes. I should 
like to give one other instance. A gentleman told mo 
that ho himself had seen this mixture, and lie said that 
one glass of it added to a 10-gallon cask of whisky 
would ouablo the publican to add 5 gallons of water. 

62.859. (Mr. Younger.) Which would reduce tho 
strength of any whisky in tho cask to such an nlarmiug 
extent that a man would bo breaking the law by 
selling it. Do you know that ? — Certainly. 

62,360. It would be so weak with 5 gallons of water 
added that it would do nobody any harm P — This mixture 
is of such a nature that it would still have this biting 
taste. 

62,861. (Viscount do Vesci.) Will you uow give us your Propel 
suggestions with Tt-.gard to tho licensing authority. 

Who do you think ought to bo tho lioimaing anthonty • 
in couutios for granting licenses? — For granting 
and renewing licenses, I think the licensing authority 
ought to bo the county court judge. 
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62.862. Who ought to deal with tho cases of prosoen- 
tions ? — The resident magistrates. I believe that this 
is also the opinion oE the clorgv; They seem to be 
unanimous in believing that a change ought to take 
place, and that the licensing authority ought to lie 
transferred from the magistrates to the county court 
judgo. 

62.863. What is your opinion with regard to appeals ? 
— I believe that nu appeal ought to he given in all cases 
from tho Recorder and county court judge to the judge 
of assize. 

62.864. That, is in the case of granting and renewing 
licenses? — Yes. 

62.865. Then with regard to prosecutions ? — With 
regard to prosecutions I should also give an appeal. 

62.866. You think there ought to bo an appeal by the 
police in the case of a dismiss ? — Certainly. 

02.867. What is your opinion with regard to the 
farther issue of now licenses ?— T think that a law should 
be passed suspending the further issue of now licenses 
because the country is at present overstocked with 
public-houses. 

•>2,868. What means would you adopt for lessoning 
the nnmbov of existing licenses ? — I should like a Bill 
to be introduced to diminish the actual number of 
public-houses, but failing the passing of such a Bill 
I would bo in favour of lessening them indirectly by 
making it obligatory on the licensing authority to 
grant no now licenses tuitil the applicant had either 
bought out or otherwise extinguished threo other 
licenses. This rale is observed in Limerick city, and 
I nnderstand that llie number of licensed premises in 
tho city linn been roduoed. Last year I remember 
seeing in the paper that an applicant had to buy ont 
two pnblic-houscs, und extinguish the licenses before he 
received a new license. 

62.869. Then with rcforenco to disqualifications F — I 
would also disqualify from being again licensed, except 
on the condition I have just mentioned, any house 
which has allowed its certificate to lio dormant or die 
out from had trade. I remember cases where licenses 
wore offered for sale and no ouo in the town or 
neighbourhood could be got to bay them. The houses 
wore then closed up, and aftor a while some brewer or 
wholesale dealer in Cork rented tlieso houses and 
obtained liccnsos for them. Then I would also 
disqualify from over being again licensed any house 
which forfeited its certificate from repeated convictions. 

62.870. Then with rcforenco to records? — I would 
oblige tho licontiing authority to record every convic- 
tion after the first, and make these records tell against 
tho house as well as against the license. 

62.871. Then as to tho bona jule, traveller ?— I wonld 
extend the hand, fide traveller distance to (i milos, and 
punish with a severe term of imprisonment without 
the option of a fine any person falsely representing 
himself as a bond fide traveller, because in many casos 
I nndorstand the publicans ore prepared to pay part of 
the fines, and thereby of course encourage persons to 
represent thomsolvcs as bond fide travellers who really 
are not such at all. 

02.872. Then ns to Sunday closing? — I wonld make 
Sunday closiug permanent and extend it to the exempted 
cities. 

62,870. What wonld you do with reference to tho 
hours on Saturday? — 1 would closo tho houses earlier — 
about 9 o’clock. I would mention with reference to 
early Saturday night dosing that the opinion of tho 
clergy — tlio Bishop of Gloyno and the clergy of his 
diocese, and the clergy of tho whole county— is 
unanimous as to oarlier Saturday closing. 

62,874 What hour wonld they recommend ? — About 
9 o’clock. 

62.875. Then, lastly, with reference to habitual 
■ drunkards ? — I think habitual drunkards should bo 

imprisoned and never fined at all, and that tho term of 
imprisonment should bo increased with each offence. 

62.876. After a certain number P— Yes. I think if 
imprisoned for a certain t-irno it would have not only a 
deterrent cil’cot but a curative effect, because when 
fined they do not suffer themselves at all, but their 
family suffer very much. I remember cnees of very 

hard drinkers, wffiat you might call confirmed drunkards, 

and I havo seen them when they kept the pledge lor 
six mouths to pcrsevorc for 12 months and two years 
•oinotinics. The difficulty scorns to be to kcop from drink 


for the first six months, und I think it would have a 
good effect nu them if they were imprisoned for a time. 
It would strengthen their nerves, and help them to 
overcome their, taste for drink. 

62,877. [Dean Dickinson .) With reference to your Inst 
answer do you think that all habitual inebriates without 
any distinction should bo considered us criminals and 
sent to prison? — No — only those who have been 
convicted. 


62,878. Of what? — Of drunkenness, and appear fre- 
quently before a court. 

02,87m. Drunkenness simply is not a crime — it may 
lie a sin, but unless the drunkenness is associated wit n 
some criminal action ought they to he dealt with 
criminally ? Have you not known cases of persons who 
from heredity or some other reason get into the habit 
of inebriation, who ought not to bo treated as criminals 
und sent to a common prison P — Certainly. 

62,880. Have you seen the Bill which is now before 
the House for dividing the inebriates into two classes 
— criminal inebriates, mid those who ought to he treated 
as objects of pity and subjects for reformation ? — I 
havo not seen the Bill, but I havo heard of it. 


62.881. Do not you think that there ought to be some 
such classification i — Certainly I think there ought to 
be, but I was referring to "tbeso cases of habitual 
drunkards who appear before tho police courts in 
Ireland. 

62.882. There are many eases of domestic inebriation 
wliich do not come lieforo tho police courts at all P — 
Certainly chcro are ; bnt I do not refer to those. 

62.883. Yon think that the Bill with that modification 
ought to be extended to Ireland ?— Certainly. 

62,884 With reference to the supervision of the police, 
it is impossible that the police with their barracks four 
or five miles away can be ubiquitons to supervise all 
the public-houses in a district on Sunday ? — Pructically 
impossible. 

62,885. The only remedy for that would be, do not 
you think, in future to prevent auy public-liouso being 
liconscd that does not come within tho purview of the 
police P — I think it would be a very good thing to pass 
a measure of that kind. 


62,886. (Mr. Walker.) I think you are a priest in 
Holy Orders of the Catholic OhnrchF — Tea. 


37. May I ask if you 


arc a total abstainer? — 


62.888. Yon havo gone over nearly every point in 
couneotion with tho licensing system, and I think you 
have denounced the wholo of it. Do yon speak for 
youi-self or do you speak collectively for tho Catholic 
community of tho district in which you live? — I speak 
for myself. 

62.889. Entirely? — Nob entirely. I speak for the 
clergy on certain points, and I linvo referred to their 
opinions when those points came under notice. Some 
of my opinions are personal, and some of them aro 
shared by the other Catholic priests of the diocese with 


62,890. Are you prepared to say that the whole of 
what you have stated here to-day is approved and 
shared by the Catholic community and the religions 
teachers P — I oould not say so, bccauso 1 did not consult 
the community on those points. I do not know whether 
the whole Catholic community shares my views. I 
expect many of them do not share them. 

62,881. (Mr. Oainc.) Do you think the great majority 
sbnrc your views? — 1 think, so for as the licensing 
authority is concerned, the great majority share my 
views. 

62.892. (Mr. TKalier.) 8hould I he right in inter- 
preting wliute you have said to mean that you are 
directly hostile to publio-liouses ? — No, by no means. 
I only want the public-houses to be properly conducted, 
und that the number of them should be so proportioned 
to tho population that thoy would supply tliou- reason- 
able wants and no fnrtlicr. 

62.893. Have you not charged hero to-day tho pub- 
lican as being guilty of serving drunken people and 
generally encouraging drunkenness ?— No. I make a 
distinction between tho low class of publican and the 
others ; and I say there is a low class of publicans in 
Ireland who are habitually guilty of that offence of 
serving drink to drunken persons. 
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The Rev. 62,89 1. Axo the low-clnes publicans iu a minority ? — 

wtcc"’ Arainorit >'- 

62,811.-.. A very small minority? — I would not sny a 

11 May ’98 very small minority, because they are being inorensed 
every day in number owing to competition. 

62.896. What is the relative proportion? — I could 
not tell you. 

62.897. Ton are certain it is nob a small minority ?— 

I am cortaiu from my own observation. 

62.898. From your observation, take any plaeo you 
like to mention, how many houses would you say are 
low clas9 and others high class? — In some placos in the 
country perhaps one might any a quarter of them, or a 
fifth in some placos, would have no objection whatever 
to serving a person who was under the influence of 
drink. 

62.899. These men are licensed ? — They are. 

62.900. And they have gone through the ordeal of 
inquiry into their characters and approval by the police 
authorities ? — I do not know that their character has 
been inquired into or was inquired into when they got 
their licenses. 

Inquiries 02,901. Is a license granted to a man without inquiry 
!n J{, into his character? — I have known of licenses grantell 

character. nion whoso character was proved in court to be bad. 

02.902. You may have known it, but the authorities 
did not know it? — It was proved in court. 

62.903. I ask you if it is not an official enstom to 
inquire into the character of a man applying for a 
license ? —I do not think so. As a rule, there is no 
inquiry held into the character of an applicant for a 
license. 

02.904. It is stated by the officials that that is not 
so? — The police might inquire into it officially, but I 
have known the police to object to liconses because of 
the character of the applicants, and I have seen id 
stated in the papers that the majority of the bench 
granted the application. I remember one case that 
occurred not very long ago at Skibbereen. It was 
proved that the applicant and his wife were bound to 
the peace at the time the application was made, and 
when a vote was taken of the magistrates, 10 magis- 
trates voted to give the license and 11 against it. 

02.905. Havo you over visited a public-house your- 
self ? — Yes, I have sometimes. 

62.906. I suppose yon consider that part of your 
religions duty, do you not? — On holidays I think it 
part of my roligious duty to enter some of the houses 
in the pnrisli where I live. 

02.907. Then you have only visitod them for the 
purpose of discovering sonic fault? — Of discovering 
whether persons were inside wlio wore under the in- 
flncuce of drink, and asking them to leave and go home 
if I found them, because if they did not leave and 
remained there till late. at night, I know, from ex- 
perience, the result would be rows on the way homo 
aud serious accidents; and I might mention with 
reference to that fact, that I entered once a public* 
houso and there was a young man visibly under the 
influence of drink, staggering about from Bide to side, 
and I asked the publican not to give him any more 
drink. The publican refused to act ou my suggestion 
and gave lrim drink before me, and he certainly was 
not a person who ought to have received drink. If he 
had not got it thero he would simply havo gone to tho 
next house. 

02.908. Yon are Bpeaking to singlo instances that 
havo come under your notice. Do yon know tho Rev. 
James M'Konna, C.C., Member of the Royal Irish 
Academy ? — I do not know him. 

62.909. Ho delivered a discourse on April 28th in this 
year — that is only a short time back— at St. Michael’s 
Church, Enniskillen, and lie said this .- — “ Some people 
“ blamed tho publicans for supplying liquor to the 
" hopeless drunkard ; he regarded this as a fallacy to a 

certain extent, because no publican would go to tho 
“ stroct and ask a man into his honso to got drunk. 
“ Therefore, no man could bo forced into a public- 
“ honso to drink. Those who could use God’s gift in 
“ moderation and never went to excess, might, without 
“ sin continuo to do so; and although it was a 
“ supremely good thing to be a total abstainer, he, for 
“ one, would not insist that the man or woman who 
'* could nso those gifts in tlio proper way should tako 
“ the pled go, but to those who go to excess in tho use 


'• of intoxicating drinks, and who knew then- own n „ r 
“ weakness, he would sny that they were hound under jj {, 

•* pain, of grievous sin to take the total abstinence fler*’ j g 
“ pledge.” Do you agree to that? — I must tako ' ' ' * 
exception to tho first part or tho paragraph. 1 should 
like to know whether ho was speaking front liis own 
experience or arguing from theoretic principles. 

62.910. This is a discourse on temperance? — He 
thinks they ought not to get them in, but the question 
is, do they geo them in? It would be right not to do so. 
and it is in their interest not to do so ; but taking 
things as they exist, I know of my own experience they 
do give them drink when they oomo in, and that is a 
very marked distinction. 

62.911. You do not object to tho pnblic-housc ? — No, 

I do not object to the public-house. 

62.912. You would certainly prefer the public-honse 
as a legally established house for the sale of these 
goods than an illicit place called a shebeen ?— 

Certainly. 

62,91:5. You would consider that the latter is most 
demoralising P— Certainly. I speak now personally. 

My own personal view would be to lessen public-houses 
as much as I possibly could, but taking into considera- 
tion tho feelings of tho people and their opinion with 
reference to intoxicating drink, I would not for a 
moment deprive them of public-houses so long as their 
present way of thinking exists of regarding strong 
drink as nourishment. 

62.914. Is it your opinion that the physical character 
of the houses should bo improved ? — Certainly it 
should. 

62.915. Are you prepared to bear testimony to the 
general respectability of tho proprietors? — Of the 
majority of thorn. 

62.91 6. Tho great majority P — Of the majority of them, 

I would not say the great majority. 

62.917. With reference to the action of the magis- 
trates, yon stated to tho noble chairman that they had 
abased — I think those were your words — tho powers 
entrusted to them ? — Those were my words. 

62.918. Of course, as magistrates, they possess a 
discretionary power ? — As magistrates, in certain casos, 
but not in all cases. 

62.919. We are speaking of tho licensing laws ?— Yes, 

I lielievo that with reference to tho granting and renew- 
ing of lioensos they liavo not a discretionary power. 

I saw it stated by the county court judge of Limerick, 
and I believe it ba3 been also stated here before the 
Commission, tliat in granting a license they most take 
into consideration tho character of tho applicant, tho 
necessity for tho house in the neighbourhood, and tho 
suitability of the house. There is no discretion there, 
nnd they have no right to graut tho liconso if tho 
character of the applicant is bod, if tlio houso is not a 
suitable one, or if tho house is nob required in the 
neighbourhood. 

62.920. I understood yon to say that when a charge 
was made against a publican it was mot by a denial P— 

Yes, that is with reference to the breaches of the 
licensing law. 

62.921. And the evidence being conflicting, the 
magistrates dismissed P — Yes. 

62.922. There was nothing wrong about that — no 
abuse of power there ?— What I blamo thorn for is for 
attaching as much importance to the evidence given by 
the corner boys of the town, as to tho evidence of the 
most respectable members of the constabulary force. 

62.923. That is your construction of it. As magie- Perjury® 
trates they have the right to hoar tho testimony, and licensing 
properly digest the testimony of any man ? — And in cases, 
some casos dismiss ; but cases have occurred where I 
think the weight of evidence was altogether against 

the publican, and cases have occurred and have come 
to my notice whero these low corner boys swore in 
favour of a publican, and then admitted afterwards to 
the police that they took a false oath, and they did not 
believe it was porjury to do so, because they injured no 
person in doing it. 

62,024. And that is sufficient justification for your 
saying they have abused thoir powers ? — No ; my justi- 
fication for saying that they abused their powers refers 

f irinoipally to the granting, renewing, ana transferring 
iccnsos, also to permitting canvassing, and being 
influenced by canvassing, and for over-ruling the 
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direction of the chairman on points of law, and to many 
other points. 

62,925. How can yon prove that they have been 
influenced by canvassing?— The evidence is ciroum- 
etantial, but taking it as a whole it convinces me that 
they have l)een canvassed and havo yiolded to it. First 
anti foremost tho very fact of canvassing being prac- 
tically universal throughout Ireland shows in itself 
that canvassing has been a success. It never would 
liave been practised at all so extensively if it did uot 
succeed in bringing magistrates to court and getting 
them to vote for or against licenses, as the esse may he. 

62,920. Did I understand yon to imply that a 
magistrate could be bought for 5Z. ?— I did not say so. 
What I said was, this offer was mado to a magistrate 
for tho purpose of defraying his expenses. 

62.927. He offered him 51. to pay oxpeusesp— He 
told me he had 51. to give to any magistrate. 

62.928. ( Dean Dickinson.) You said magistrates P — 
Any magistrates — as many ns ho could get. 

62.929. In tho plural ? — That is tho sense. He used 
the words “ any magistrate,” and I understood him to 
mean any number whom iie could influence to comonnd 
vote for this license were to get from him 51. apiece. 

62.930. (Mr. Caine.) Did any magistrate take the 5Z, ? 
-No. 

62.931. (Mr. Walker.) May it not have been idle 
talkP — This gentleman was a relative of mine and 
come, probably, to see mo to get] my influence to boar 
on these magistrates. 

62.932. The gentleman that wanted to bribe the 
magistrates was a relative of yours P — The gentleman 
who was authorised by the brewer to give the money 
happened to bo a relative of mine, and came to call on 
mo, I expect, simply because ho was a relative. 

62.933. (Mr. Caine.) With a view to getting your 
influence for the license ? — To get my influence to bear 
on the magistrates to vote for it. 

62.934. (Ftseouni dc Veecu) He was asking yon to 
canvass the magistrates P — Yes, and he would give the 
52. to cover then* expenses. 

62.935. (Mr. Walker.) Are you prepared to prove 
this ? — I am prepared to prove what I have mentioned 
to the Commission is true. 

62.936. That a relative of yours was the agent of the 
brewer and with a commission for bribing the magis- 
trates to tho oxtent of 51. P— I did not use the word 
“bribe." What I am propnrod to prove is that a 
gentleman who ropresentod himself ns an agent of tho 
brewers called on me to got my influence to bear upon 
certain magistrates, and said that he would give these 
magistrates 51. to defray their expenses if they went 
ana voted for tho license. 

62.937. Are you lire pared to say in your judgment 
any magistrate would accept tho 5Z. ? — I do not know, 
really, I could not say, bocauso I have never known a 
case of the kind. I mention only tho fact. 

62.938. In what way docs that justify you in saying 
that, the magistrates have abused tho powers entrusted 
to them ? — I do not bring forward any ono fact, aud on 
that fact nlonohaso that conclusion, but I bring forward 
a numbor of facts. 

62.939. On an idle statement issuing from the lips of 
an unsorupulous-minded man, you would attach so 
much importance to it us to say that the magistrates, 
as a boay, have ubusod their powers P — No. With 
reference to the gentleman who called on me, I know 
ho did not tell me a lie. 

62.940. Was that sufficient justification for your 
statement ?— That olone is not a sufficient justification, 
but I have not based my statement on that fact alone. 
I have given a lot of statements on which I base tlic 
conclusion. 

62.941. (Mr. Caine.) You bring that 5Z. case forward 
to show the strong pressure that is put by unscrupulous 
people on tho magistrates, do not youP — Yes. 

62.942. Yon do not baso your view on that?— I bring 
it forward to show there is any amount of influence 
brought to bear on the magistrates. 

62.943. Yon mado this statement in public P — Yes. 

62.944. Did yon name tho man in public ?— No- 

62.945. No action was taken P— No. 

62.946. You did not name the brewer?— No. 


62,947. (Mr. Younger.) Are you aware that there are The Rev. 
only four brewers in Cork, and that these four firms M. Ahern' 
are people supposed to he of the highest standing and R.C.C. 
respectability ? — Yes, I am aware of that. I always — ■ 

understood it. 11 ’98 

62,9-18. Do you suggest for a moment to this Com- 
mission that people of tho highest standing would do a 
thing of this sort P — I do not Know whether they would 
or not. I only state a fact that ocourred. 

62.949. The fact being that a third person altogether 
suggested to you a certain thing. Ycu have no proof 
that that man was telling the truth P — I cannot prove 
that ; but I can say that he had the money in his 
pocket and would pay it out. He had tho money in his 
pocket, and wonid give the money if I would get the 
magistrate to go and vote for the license. 

62.950. (Mr. Walker). Have you stated as a charge Tcmper- 
or complaint against the licensed houses that they do ancedrinks 
not supply any temperance drinks P — I did not say they in public- 
did not supply any temperance drinks, but I said Idle houses, 
class of drinks they aid supply was of a very inferior 

quality in the majority of the houses. I know that 
from my own experience. The lemonade and ginger 
beer is generally made in some local establishment and 
is of a very low character. 

62.951. They are the best that the market presents ? 

— Of course, some of tho houses have very good 
temperance drinks. They get them from Cork and 
Dublin. 

62.952. That at once does away with the charge. 

I understand you to Bay that the public-houses do 
supply temperance drinks ? — Of Borne kind, as a rule. 

62.953. Then there is no oharge against the trade 
that they do not supply temperance drinks ?— Not 
temperance drinks, but refreshments, such as tea, 
coffee and milk. 

62.954. Is there any demand for it? — I have often 
heard persons say they have asked for milk and been 
refused it. 

62.955. And uot tea aud coffee P — Some would also 
ask for tea and coffee — cyclists. I have heard them 
say that it is a great hardship on them. 

62.956. Have you any practical experience that a 
number of people have gone into a house and demanded 
tea and coffee and been refused? — They have never 
asked for it, because they know it is not to bo had. 

62.957. If there was a demand there would be a 
supply? — I do not think there would be a supply, 
liecauan they can make more profit out of the strong 
drink than tea aud coffee, and it is not so troublesome. 

62.958. One word upon this. I do not know whether Children 
to describo it as a Catholic ordinance or Catholic rnle and the 
that young people on being confirmed should be pledge, 
compelled — if that is the right word to use — to take the 
pledge P — No, they are nob compelled. 

62.959. They never refuse P — They nover refuse, and 
the bishop sometimes mentions it from the altar, and 
the priests often mention it too, that if the parents 
have any objection whatever, the pledge would not be 
administered to the children. 

62.960. This pledge is administered as aa order of 
the Church P — -Not as.an order'of the Church at all ; tho 
Bishop, of oourse, will administer the pledge, knowing 
it ie the desire of the people he should do so. 

62.961. I understood you to say this was another 
charge against the licensed individual, that by some 
means or other he induced these young people to break 
the pledge ? — It is the fact that in many cases tho 
young people break the pledge about 18 or 19 simply 
because they cannot get any refreshments each as tea 
or coffee when they go to fairs and markets. The 
only refreshment will then consist either of these 
temperance drinks to which I refer, or this strong 
drink. 

62.962. Is that a just charge against the licensed 
victualler ? — It is, and I charge them as being responsi- 
ble for these people breaking ont very often inasmuch 
aa they do not keep proper temperance drinks to give 
them, and in many cases by giving them, os a uou- 
iutoxienting drink, drink that is intoxicating. 

62.963. You acknowledge they do soli temperance 
drinks P — They do, but of a very inferior quality, and 
they know very well theso young men will not ask for 
those drinks very often. They will ask for a non- 
intoxicating kind of wine, ana the publican will say : 

I i 3 
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The Rev. “ This is ft non-intoxicating wine, it is a temperance 
nr. Ahem, “ wine; it is tho League of tiie Cross wine ; there is no 
Ji.C.C. “ harm in it”; and from tho fact of it being colled 

“ League of tho Cross wine,” they will take it, and when 

1 1 May ’98 they come home at niglit|thoy find themselves intoxicated, 

and they say they have got their pledge broken, and next 

day they take strong drink. 

Sports, &C., 32,964. Then another charge is promoting athletic 

organised meetings. Do von object to athletic meetings? — No, 
by pub- certainly not ; but I objeot to tho number of public- 
licang. houses which makes it impossible to hold any kind of 
popular amusement without very grave consequences 
following from it. I am altogether m favour of amuse- 
ments of nil kinds, bat in Ireland we cannot encourage 
them 9imply because of the irrational mnltiplication of 
public-houses. 

62.966. Aro there not any influential wealthy people 
in your district? — Not very many in my present 
district. 

32.966. Not snflicient to interest themsolves to 
organise these meetings instead of the licensed 
victuallers P — No, there arc none. 

62,937. Someone must organise them ? — Yes. It is 

generally a apposed they are organised by tho local 
publicans. 

02.968. Do yon cousidor that that meeting is morally 
tainted simply from the fact that it is organised by a 
pnblican? — Not because it is organised by a publican, 
but because it is held close to a public-house. 

62.969. Is the pnblic-bouse at the corner of the field ? 
— Generally it is in a village, and the field where the 
athletic sports are hold is the field next to the village, 
and all day long there is drinking going on. 

Adultcm- 62,970. One word ns to adulteration. The witnesses 
tion. that have preceded yon have all spoken about tho 

adulteration of spirits. You all acknowledge that 
there is no adulteration of beer, and beer is tho most 
consumed. As to spirits, you have an idea that they 
are adulterated P — Yes. 

62.971. What justification have yon for saying that ? 
— I am only giving tho opinion of the people round 
about; and I went to the jnrvics in Cora, and one of 
them told mo— he did not know what I intended asking 
him about, but he said he was a good judge of whisky 
because he always drank it— and he told me the pnblican 
kept two bottles, one bottle for respectable persona who 
came into the honso to drink, and another bottle, or a 
cask, for a man such ns himself. 

62.972. Would not that be very easy to put such a 
mattor to the test ? — I do not know whether it lias been 
put to tho test or not. 

62.973. This has occupied the miuds of officials, and 
now it seems to occupy the minds of the clergy, and 
yet with all thoir zeal theyhaveljoennnivbloto discover 
what this adulteration is’? — It is represented by the 
people of the country that what this thing is, is kept 
very secret ; it is a* sort of mysterious thing in their 
estimation ; it can be got from tho distillers, and tho 
distillers alone, and very few persons would bo allowed 
to sec it. 

62,974 This adulteration can bo proourod from tho 
distillers? — Yes, that is what I have henrd — that tho 
distillers keep it and it is got from them. 

62.975. Now as a clergyman mixiug about in tho 
world, and with all classes of people, do you give tho 
slightest credence to such a statement as that ? Do you 
think you can ? — I am inclined to think there must bo 
some foundation of truth in it. 

62.976. Yon know very well that the Excise officer is 
always about tho distillery P — This may he some kind 
of spirit. I remember once seeing in tho town of 
Yonghal, large placards upon the walls ; I cannot re- 
call to mind just now what tho words of the advertise- 
ment wero, but I remember distinctly it advised the 
people not to drink their whisky except they had a 
certain kind of spirit in it — to seo that the pnblican put 
this spirit in before they drank the whisky. Wnat 
that spirit was I do not know. 

62.977. That is all yon can oiler in support of tho 
statement that spirits are adulterated with some 
deleterious agent ? — I am only giving the opinion of 
tho people round about. They tell mo the whisky 
they get has a very burning taste. 

62.978. Do you really consider that you are justified 
in coming hero and giving evidence on statements cf 


hearsay from other people. Why do not yon inquire n 
iuto it yourself? — Most of these statements are not »/ jj 
based on hearsay. R cr 

32.979. Yon say, “ I am told so and so, and lam told ‘ 
this ”? — The persons who told mo said they had them- 
selves taken tho whisky and it was of a biting 
taste. Another told me; he took a glass of whisky 

and it made him drunk. I have seen, myself, persons 
under the influence of drink, having taken whisky, who 
could not be described as intoxicated but simply mad- 
dened. The appearance of their eyes would frighten a 
poison. 

62.980. (Mr. Caine.) Is not whisky capable of pro- 
ducing that effect ? — I do not know — not that sort of 
effect I found in them. I have seen persons drunk 
under the influence of whisky, lmt these men were 
able to walk about and talk to you, but there was a wild 
stare on their face, aud you could imagine they were 
capable of committing any crime whatsoever. 

62.981. (Mr. Hydop.) You have stated to os that in Eicessin 

the East Riding of Cork they have three timeB too number it 
many public-houses P— That is my opinion. public- 

62.982. Then do yon think that three out of every *'° Uira ' 
four might ho taken away without any detriment or 
incouvenience to the publio? — I think so. 

62.983. You have also given ns the number of houses 
in villages in the East Riding, and you have given tlio 

number of the male population to each public-house? 

The male population over tho ago of 21 . 

62.984. Now there is a licensed house there to every 
21 persons of the male population P — In some places a 
licensed house for every 21, in some 26 ; hut I state, in 
these villages yon have, as a rule, a public-house for 
every five moles over the ago of 21 . 

62.985. I understand there wero two houseB in one 
particular village, and therefore yon would have two 
public-houses to 42 males over 21 years of age V — Not 
over 21, not in any of the villages I mentioned. I 
believe in a small town yon would find that. 

62.986. What did yon mean when yon made a state- 
ment that there was a boose to every 21 P — Twnnty-ono 
of tho whole inhabitants, but one oo ovary five or six of 
the male inhabitants over tho age of 21. 

62.987. Those houses aro kept open for business, are 
they not ? — Yes. 

62.988. Do you wish to suggest that they can be kept 
open as places of business with 21 customers to each 
house ? — No. What I object to is that they make their 
principal living by illegal sales. 

62.989. I want you to answer that question. This is 
the number you have given to maintain these two 
public-houses P — That is the number in tho villago; but 
tbon on tho Sundays persons conic in from all parts of 
the country towards the village, or towards the public- 
house, and simply because of the number of public- 
houses in i the village the publicans are driven to sell 
illegally to those people daring prohibited hours; 
wboreas if there were only ono pnblic-honso in the 
district tho pnblican would bo able to make a living by 
a respectable trade, and lie able to refuse driuk to those 
people who come for the mero purpose of getting drink, 
not because they want it, bnt because Sunday is an idle 
day, and they stroll for a mile to the public-house nnd 
got a drink. 

62.990. Aro these houses, then, maintained in the 
position of business houses by au outside population P — 
Partly, and the publicans nnd thoir families are also 
supported by other trades. 

62.991. If two public-houses can be kept in existence 
in a village with a jiopnlntion of 42 customers, certainly 
Ireland is in a more prosperous condition than I ever 
understood? — I havo made no statement of the kind. 

You must remem 1 >er that the vast majority of the public- 
houses in Ireland have other businesses us well as the 
publican business. In the villago whore I live, for 
instance, there is ouc publican a smith, another a 
farmer, another a harness- maker, and another has a 
general grocery lmsinoss. They aro not exclusively 
dependent for thoir subsistence on tlio profit of the 
pnblican’s trade. 

62.992. (Mr. Caine.) In many cases tho profits aro 
only pocket money for tho wives P — Very often that is 
the cage. 
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Tic R‘ c - 62,003. (Mr. IIi/slov.) Do you say there is a strong 
- V .l*rr>i, feeling i" y° al ‘ neighbourhood ngainst vromou drinking 
'ic.C. in pul >1 ic-houses ? — Yes. 

— 62.091. I tliink you also suggest that it should 1 m 

‘ made compulsory for publicans to keep something in 

the way of food lor their customers, such ns tea, coffee, 
and milk ? — I should bo in favour of that. 

62.995. Do not you think if there is such discredit to 
a woman going into a pnblie-houso for a glass of beer 
that uono of them will (hue to eater a public-hou3C for 
tea, coffee, and milk p — 1 stated in my direct evidence 
that I slionld bo in favour of establishing purely 
temperance refreshment rooms, where those women 
could go and get refreshments ; but as these cannot be 
established at present, 1 should lie in favour of the 
publicans supplying refreshments, not. so inuoh for the 
womon as for tho young men and others who frequent 
them, because as a rule tho women do not very often 
go out travelling, and when they do they cau easily 
get refreshments elsowhere. 

62.996. You gave ns a case this morning of a woman 

1Ie who ontered a public-house, and yon afterwards went to 

r '-' I hor and asked nor what she was doing there? — No j I 

said it was not right of hor to invite a young boy of 12 
or 16 years of age into the public-house ostensibly with 
the objoct of giving him drink. 

62.997. There was a child with her ? — A little boy, 12 
or 18, and a man. She invited both in. 

62.998. She told you she simply went there to pav a 
bill?— Yes. 

62.999. Did you consider it your duty to go to that 
porson and ask the question what sho had been doing in. 
that house ? — I did not ask what sho had been doing, 
but I did not like to seo her inviting a yoimg boy 
into a public-house to give him a drink. She said shu 
only went in to pay a bill, but I knew the reason she 
went in was not to pay a bill. 

63,000. If young men belonging to your chnreb, or 
whether they belong to your church or not, go into a 
public-house, would they be subjected to the same 
inquiries whether they had been there to drink ? — No, 

I never would aak them a question of tho kind. 

Clergy and 63,001. You have stated that with reference to the 
icessed number of houses and the number of licensed houses 

tousa. that exist, you bolieve the clergy avo tho best judges 

of how many bouses there should 1 m to meet the require- 
ments of your district? — The clergy and police. 

(13,002. Would you givo ua your opinion with reforonco 
to that question why they should bo tho host judges ? — 
First and foremost, tho polico have to look after tho 
temporal intorosLs of tho people to a certain extent. 
They have to provide for tho peace being preserved and 
they know from their own ’experience wnat interferes 
with the peace of tho neighbourhood. 

63,003. Here you have stated that tho clergy and tho 
police nro tho best judges of how many houses there 
should bo, or whether there should bo any houses? — Not 
whether there should bo any bouses. 

63,00-1. You must know that the police ore forbidden 
to enter public-houses undor o penalty ? — Wliat I have 
slated is that the polico and the clergy are tho beat 
jndgos as to whether the number of public-houses in a 
locality arc suffioiont to supply the reasonable needs of 
tho locality. 

68.005. Because the police could not eater them- 
selves legally yon would forbid other people doing it ? 
— I have said nothing of tho kind. I say that the 
magistrates are bound, before they grant a license, to 
know whether this licenso is required. They must get 
evidence of tho fact that the license is required before 
they can grant it ; and I say that when the polico and 
the clergy are there as witnesses to prove in court that 
tho license is not required, tlioir evidence ought to be con- 
vincing evidence and ought to induce tho magistrates 
not to grant tho license, especially when there is no 
member of the community coming forward and asking 
for tho license except the publican. 

63.006. How should the clergyman come to be the 
boat judge ? — He has at heart the spiritual and temporal 
interests of tho people, and ho knows from experience 
that where tho public-houses are over-multiplied in his 
parish they give rise to many abuses. 

03.007. Wo aro led to believe that clergymen seldom 
or never enter a publie-lumao ? — They seldom or never 
enter a public-boiiBO for tho purpose of drinking, but 
oftou they go in to sec whether any of thoir parishioners 


have boon drinking there. Thojr sometimes go in to The lieu. 
see whether they aro drank, end if there is a row in tho M. Ahern, 
public-house they very often go in and bring tho R.C.C. 

publican to order for permitting disorderly conduct on 

his premises . 1 1 May ’9 8 

63.008. Then aro wo to bolieve that tho clergyman 
simply goes in as a spy P — Nothing of the kind. They 
go in tberc for tho purpose of keeping order when the 
police are not in die neighbourhood. 

63.009. One question with regard to Sunday closing. Sunday 
Tho city of Cork is an exempted city with reference to closing. 
Sunday closing P — Yes. 

63.010. The houses there would bo open whilo in tho 
rnral districts of which you havo given evidence they 
would lie closed entirely ? — Yos. 

63.011. Is it your opinion that the Smiday Closing 
Act has been a lienofit to Ireland ? — Yes, and in my 
opinion a very decided and great benefit. 

63.012. You think it has boen a great success P — A 
great success and would he a still greater success if it 
wero onfoveed properly. 

63,018. With reference to the district yon have been 
speaking of to-day I should like you to reconcile that 
statement with tho suggestion yon have made that tho 
bulk of tho publican’s trade is done on Sundays P— 

Certainly. 

63.014. And yet you sit there and tell ns the Sunday 
Closing Act is a great success ? — Yes, it has been a 
great benefit in spite of all tho abuses, for this reason, 
that before the passing of the Sunday Closing Act tho 
people were accustomed to stay in the public-houses all 
day long on Sunday, and get drunk in the evening and 
fight going home. There is nothing of that kind now. 

63.015. With Sunday closing ? — Before Sunday 
closing. I am comparing the condition of the people 
at present after Sunday closing with the condition of 
the people before Sunday closing was enacted, and I 
say, comparing their condition, there is n very great 
improvement brought about by Sunday closing. 

63.016. (Dean Dickinson.) They only do it on the sly 
now ? — Yc-s. They must drink very hurriedly, and 
drink ns it wero with fear and trembling. Tlioy havo 
not time to got drank, and very few do got drunk; bat 
to see the benefit of Sunday closing at present you havo 
only to compare the condition of small towns and 
villages on Sundays with the condition of those places 
on holidays when the country people eomo in and sit 
down in tho public-houses all day. On holidays thoro 
is fighting and quarrelling going on very frequently, 
bat you sec very little of it on Sundays. A sergeant 
assured mo that the majority of his cases with reference 
to assaults in his district woro all cases that occurred 
on holidays when the public-houses were open, and 
these people gathered from all parts of tho country and 
sat down and drank. 

63.017. (Mr. Qaino.) I understand it is your opinion Inferior 
that there iB a considerable number of low-class public- public- 
houses in your district and tliat it would be well for houses, 
the general benefit of the community if they were 
closed P — Yes. 

63.018. The persons who kocp those houses, soli 
drink without judgment and indiscriminately to 
anybody who is prepared to pay ? — Not all. 

63.019. I am speaking of the low-class public-housoa? 

.—Yes, some certainly do. 

63.020. Yon think that the magistrates os a whole 
ore biassed in favour of the publican ?— That is my 
opinion baaed on their action in court. 

63.021. There aro many of these low-olnss public- 
houses where persons who do not want to drink 
intoxicating liquor, find groat difficulty in getting 
refreshment of any kind ?— -Yes. 

63.022. It is very difficult to get a meal in them ? — 
Practically impossible. 

68.023. That is to say the great number of licensed 
victuallers in your district do not keep victuals at all ? 

— I bolievo tho whole of them do not, so far as I know. 

63.024. Their trade is simply a bottle or two of 
whisky and perhaps a cask of boor ? — Yes. 

63.025. And very ifew of these small public-houses 
where they are so noincrous as you havo named aro 
ablo to make enough to maintain tho family in comfort 
out of tho profit of their public-house, and they are 
obliged to have land, or somo othor trade ?— Yes. 

Ii 4 
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63.026. Taking yonr evidence on the whole and 63,041. Then the distiller could only sell one glass, The R 

generally, are you prepared to say that iu your opinion whereas if ho supplied ordinary ingredients he would ir.Ahen, 1 

the great majority of the priests of the diocese agree sell two or three ? — 1 cannot soy. I only state the fact, fre e * ' 1 

with it. Supposing you brought this before a con- that this Beems to be the fact. It is lielieved by people 

fereuce of priests of your diocese nud you proposed a to be a fact ; and whether the distiller would bo a fool Adulter*, 

series of resolutions based on your evidence, would you for doing so, I cannot say. I only state the fact. lion, 

oped to cony those losotatiora ?-I staid sspoct to w j d( , not , aJ tler , mi>y aot b „ oaote „ 11(mi j 
carry thorn. am on jy suggesting to yon some modification of your 

68.027. (Mr. Younger.) A question or two about the statement, that the distillers supply the adulterant, 

Bench. Has there been any marked deterioration in which appears to me to be an extremely foolish thing 
the Bench in your district of reoent years P— I cannot f 01 . him to do ?— It would seem to be a foolish thing, but 
answer that question ; I have not been very long in the it would seem he is doing so, and has done so, according 
district. to some. 


63.028. You bring a pretty serious charge against 
the magistrates in your district which I do not dispute 
at all, aud I want to ask you whether things aro worse 
recently, or bettor than they used to bo ? — I have not 
considered that question auu really I cannot give an 
answer. 

63.029. It is a fact that a few years ago a largo 
number of new magistrates were added to the Bench P 
— Yes. 

63.030. Has that been satisfactory? — I have heard 
some say they were responsible for a good deal of the 
laxity practised amongst the magistrates ; that these 
men recently appointed are men connected in different 
ways, through business interests, with the people living 
in the neighbourhood, and they are more liable to be 
influenced than others would be. I have heard that 
frequently stated. 

63.031. And in point of fact the Bench is not as good 
as it used to ho and not so independent ? — As far as I 
know, it seems to be clearly liable to be influenced in 
favour of or in opposition to a license. 

63.032. You would therefore desire an alteration in 
the Bench ? — I would. 

63.033. You complain of a good deal of disorder in 
yonr neighbourhood arising from public-houses? — Not 
merely disorder. I make complaint of evil consequences 
of many kinds different from disorder. 

63.034. Is it not notorious in your part of tbo world 
that, a good deal of disorder arises from political 
reasons P — No, not in the district where I nni. We 
have a large number of accidents arising from excessive 
drinking, a good deal of rioting from excessive drinking, 
and I attribute that to the multiplication of public- 
houses ou the roads leading from the towns whore fairs 
are hold, and principally to tbe public-honees that exist 
about a milo or a mile and a half outside the town. 

63.035. You do not suggest that the people generally 
aro a drunken people? — By no means, and I think 
there is a great improvement in that respect in the 
habits of the people, and I attribute it all to tho Sunday 
Closing Aot. They do not stay now iu the public- 
houses sitting down drinking all day, oven onfiurdayB, 
but they simply stand at the counter and take their 
drink aud go ; whereas, before the Sunday Closing Aot 
camo into operation, it was a common practice to sit all 
day in the public-house, and that practice oxtended to 
the fairs as well. They went into the public house, 
culled for their drink and remained drinking. When 
the Sunday Closing Act did away with that praotice on 
Sundays it was done away with also at fairs. 

63.036. One question with reference to the adultera- 
tion of whislcy. You have told the Commission, in 
answer to some cross-examination, that tho distillers 
themselves supply the adulterant which you complain 
of P— One gentleman told me that the distillers supplied 
it— only one. 

63,087. From any ordinary common-sense point of 
view, do you think it is tho least likely a distiller would 
supply an adulterant which is going to seriously 
interfere with the sale of his own article ? — I really do 
not know. Looking at it practically, I imagine he 
ought not to do so. 

63.038. It is not a question of ought ; would ho not bo 
a fool to do itP — Persons may do things that they 
ought not to do. Many persons do things that reason 
and other motives should compel them not to do. 

63.039. Only it would be short-sighted policy on the 
part of the distiller ? — If detected, I should think it 
would be. 

63.040. But irrespective of that. You say ouo glass, 
of this adulterated liquor is sufficient to knock a man 
over ? — That is what I hare been told. 


63.043. (Mr. Young.) Do you think you could supply 
tbe Commission with a sample of this mixture ? — I do 
not think I could succeed in supplying a sample of it. 

It is very hard to get a sample. It is almost im- 
possible for any ordinary person. 

63.044. Is tho samo mixture sold in every public- 
house — is there a patent for it ?— I really have not seen 
tho mixture at all. I am only stating now what I have 
been told by a number of persons. 

63.045. Arc the ingredients which compose this 
mixture well known? — They do not seem to bo well 
known at nil. They seem to bo some mysterious kind 
of thing. 

63.046. The mystery, I suppose, is confined to the 
publican P —Tho publican and the distiller, according to 
my information. 

63.047. Do the distillers or the merchants who sell 
the whisky all sell the same sort of mixture ? — I really 
could not say. 

63.048. I am quite sure yon do not think the story 
very credible. You scarcely believe the story? — I 
believe there is a mixture of some kind, and I am 
thoroughly persuaded of it. What the mixture is I do 
not know ; but it is well known that there is some ingre- 
dient that is mixed with tho whisky that is sold in the 
ordinary public-houseB in Ireland, aud that the whisky 
sold there iB of a very bad quality. 

63.049. I assume from your evidenco that they drink 
a good deal iu your division of Cork, and do not you 
think it marvellous that they should not know wliisky 
from this composition you describe? — They do not 
drink so much whisky in ray district, but those who 
do take whisky assure me it is like vitriol. They 
compare it to vitriol. 

63.050. At all oventa it is hearsay to you ? — Yes ; but 
I must also declare that thoso who toll me about these 
things have said that they thomselves get this whisky. 

63.051. It would solve tho mystery very much if 
you could give us a sample of this whisky ? — I fear I 
could not succeed in getting a samplo of it. 

63.052. Your evidence, I think, means that you have Bxc*h'« 

too many public-houses in your district ? — It comos numbers o( 
practically to that. public- 

63.053. So that your opinion is that if you diminish i* 0 ’**' 
the number of public-houses you would’ diminish tho 
consumption of liquor P — Certainly, and many of tho 

evil consequences that follow from the existing con- 
sumption of liquor. 

63.054. If you had six public-houses in a village and Need for 
you abolish three, do you suppose thereby you would reduction, 
lessen the consumption? — Certainly I do. It would 
lessen the temptation to drink, and thereby would 
lessen the existing consumption. I remember a case 
myself where there was a public meeting being held on a 
Sunday about four miles away from a village where thoro 

were four public-houses. Ono of those public-houses was 
so situated that persons coming from the north towards 
the meeting wore bound to pass its door. The publican 
had closed nis house for tho day and he himself had 
gone to the meeting. Knowing this fact, I watched 
the house for some time — for half an hour — to Bee 
what those persons would do who applied at tho door 
for drink, and found they could not,get it. During 
the half hour about three or four horsos and cars drew 
up at the door at different intervals. The occupants 
dismounted, knocked at tho door, and finding they 
wore not admitted, they remounted and drove on to 
the meeting. They did not turn to tho next public- 
house whicli was only about 20 or 30 foot distant, but 
in an opposito direction. They simply got ou their cars, 
drovo to tho meeting, and did not mind about the re- 
freshments, showing clearly that tho very fact of having 
to pass that public- Sou so was a temptation for thorn, and 
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r*Btv lhat yielded to the temptation, and thut if that 
/ticrii, pnblic-hongc had not been there thoy would never have 
i'cC. areamt or asking for a drink, oven though tha other 
I— public-houses were only a short distance away from the 
road. 


63,055. If there had been only two public-houses 
surely it would have been the same, thoy would have 
knocked at the door and tried to get in ?— Perhaps one 
of those public-houses would not have been at that 
coruei-. The pnblic-houses at present being so 
numerous they guard every road. There is one at 
each side of every road almost, wherever there is a 
village, so that it is impossible for any person to come 
into the village without passing one or more public- 
houses. I bavo been told by n person very fond of 
drink, that tho vory fact of seeing a public-house open 
is a temptation to him to go in and nave a drink, and 
one person told me that in order to avoid entering a 
pubhe-bouso when lie had taken tho pledge, he had to 
run across the door to avoid yiolding to tho temptation. 

63,05(). I think Sunday closing in your county is a 
ji-ing, failure P — I look upon it as a groat snccoss. 

63,057. Is it not a failure P— It is not a perfect 
success. 


63.058. Do not you say that they drink there without 
being detected by tho police F— I admit all that. 

63.059. Do you not come to the conclusion that it 
would be better really to keep tho houses open ? — I 
regard the enforcement of tho Sunday Closing Act 
as partly a failure, but the Sunday Closing Act' itself 
is a success, and I judge of its success by the con- 
sequences it has produced. I do not care how the 
people get drink, provided there is not drunkenness 
and rioting as a consequence, and drunkenness and 
rioting are certainly very much diminished by the 
Sunday Closing Act in Ireland. 

Cansi- 63,060. As to the magistrates who have been made 
sj. lately, you have heard that it is owing to them that 
there are so many public-houses P — No, I have not 
heard anything of the kind. 

63,061. I thought you said you heard that it was tho 
magistrates who were recently appointed? — I have 
heard that they are more liable to be influenced than 


Bomo of the older magistrates, because the older The Rev 
magistrates were moro independent of the people; M. Ahern 
these are much mixed up with tho people, and aro R.C.C. 

liable to be canvassed. In fact, thoy dopond, many of 

them, for their means of living, on the people. 1 1 May ’98 

63,062. That is rather a reflection on the last appoint- ~ 
meats? — I do not think so at all. I think that is 
merely a reflection ou the system generally, because 
this system of canvassing magistrates bad existed long 
before the late appointments took place, but it was 
never publicly n/lvertcd to till, I think, 1896. Might 
I conclude my evidence by reading a letter which I re- ,, , 

eeived from tho resident surgeon of one of the hospitals 
in Cork with reference to early Saturday night closing. Snt..r<k»v 
I saw it stated by the Bishop of Limerick that in one of nivht J 
h( ^P l tals m the city of Limerick the residents through 
were kept up till 2 o dock ou Sunday morniugs drink? 
dressing wounds, tue result of Saturday night 
drinking, so I wrote to the resident surgeon in charge 
of the South Charitable Infirmary hi Cork, to ask 
whether he noticed any difference between the’ number 
of casualty cases treated in the hospital on Saturday 
nights and early Sunday mornings mid those treated 
there the other nights of the week, and his renlv was 
as follows:— 1 

“ South Charitable Infirmary and County Hospital, 

, _ 41 Cork, April 29th, 1898. 

Rev. M. Ahern, O.C. 

“ Castlemartyr. 

“ Dear Sib, 

“ In answer to your inquiry as to our Saturday 
night aud Sunday morning casualty list, so far as my 
experience goes, formerly as resident stndent and 
presently as house surgeon, I have no hesitation in 
saying that the numbers treated are treble those treated 
on other nights of the week ; and these cases, in the 
immense majority, are primarily due to alcoholic in- 
intoxication. Indeed, ou that night the residentsrarely 

S et to bed before 2 a.m. Hoping that your efforts in 
le direction of Saturday night closing will bo crowned 
with abundant success, 

' "lam, 

44 Very faithfully yours, 

41 John Booth, M.D., 

“ House Surgeon.’' 


The witness withdrow. 


Sir James Acheson MacCiuuou called in and examined. 


SirJ. A. 63,063. (Viiconni de Free*.) You aro, I believe, a 
KtOtUagh justice of tho peace for the city of Londonderry ; you 
— were mayor or tho city for throe consocutive years, 
baton of 1892 to 1894; yon are o doctor of medicine of Dublin 
•itno*. University ; yon wore resident medical officer of the 
Dorry City and County Infirmary, and are now medical 
officer of the oity of Derry No. 1 Dispensary, and yon 
have also been iu private practice as a physician and 
surgeon in Derry since 1879?— Yes. 

63,054. Did you attend at petty sessions regularly, 
and during the y ears when you were mayor did you 
preside almost daily at the police court ? — Yes. 

Haotdtr 63,065. Will yon bo good enough to give your views 
stole IUJ t( > the licoiiHing authority ?— I think tho licensing 
inning authority should bo loft to the county coart judge, tho 
mkohiy. same as it is loft to tlio Recorder in cities. It works vory 
well in Derry with tho Recorder being the sole licensing 
authority and the magistrates not having anything to 
say to it. I believe that the same practice should be 
followed in the counties in Ireland. 

63.066. Have you experience of licensing business 
outside the oity of Derry P— No, except from the public 
press. 

63.067. Are you a magistrate of the county P~No. 

63.068. You aro not called upon to sit as one of the 
licensing authorities of the county ? — No. 

teiionsl 63,069. Will you state your view with reference to 
-aam. the granting of occasional licenses ? — Occasional licenses 

at present are granted by ouc magistrate, who is sup- 
posed to be an attendant at petty sessions. They are 
granted irrespective of the permission or otherwise 
of the people who are promoting tho sports, or othor 
things for which the occasional liconse is asked. My 
idea is that tho written consent of the organisers of the 
entertainment, or tho sports, or whatever they may ho, 
U 98449. 


should be obtained, and that at least two magistrates Sir J. A. 
should grant the license. McCaUagk 

63.070. The promoters of the sports should be parties 
to tho application P — Yes. 

63.071. And should two magistrates always sit P— At 
least two magistrates should sit. 

63.072. I believe at present the occasional license 
can be granted by a magistrate in his own house ? — 

Yes. 

63.073. With the cognisance or without the cogni- 
sance of the polios ? — without. 

63.074. Whore, in your opinion, should the two 
magistrates sit to grant occasional licenses? — If in a 
town in the potty sessions court, or if in a village thoy 
should sit in the police barracks. That would be a 
convenient place. 

03.075. Do yon know of instances where occasional Occasional 
licenses have been granted against the wishes of tho liccuso 
promoters of the sports P — I do. We had some sports against 
some years ago— in fact, very large sports — and did not loo| d 
wish to have a license, aud tried to provent it, but it feeling, 
was of no avail. It was granted by a magistrate 
without asking tho promoters at all about it. We in- 
formed the police that wc did not wish to have a 
lioense, but it was of no effect, and the police eonld not 
interfere. 

63.076. You were one of the orgauisors of those sports P 
— Yes. 

63.077. Within the limits of the city of Derry p Yes. 

63.078. Were they in private grounds P — In nthletio 
grounds belonging to a club. 

68.079. Were not you able to prevent the entrance of 
the persons to whom the license was granted into the 
grounds ? — Ho got an occasional license outside. 

Kk 
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03.080. .T list outside the grounds S' — Yes. 

63.081. Close to the entrance, I suppose P — Yes. 

63.082. Have you anything more yon wish to say 
with reforeuoe to the grunting of occasional licenses P — 
No. I think that if the promoters' consent were asked, 
and, perhaps the police consulted, and a conple of 
magistrates sitting, the licenso would probably be 
given to persons who would carry on and conduct the 
license in a proper manner. 

63.083. Not only should the promoters of the sports 
be parties to the application, but notice should he 
given in every case to the police P — Yes. 

63,081. Then with reference to the canvassing of 
magistrates to attend at petty sessions? — There is 
a good deal of canvassing. You arc asked to attend at 
petty sessious when a case is coming on. 

63.085. Take the oase of prosecutions ? — In the case 
of prosecutions, I think it would be well it should be 
made a penal olfence to ask a magistrate to attend. I 
do not at all say that there are any inducements hold 
out to magistrates to attend, anil I know that tho 
magistrates in the city of Derry object very much to 
being asked to go, and that they would consider it an 
advautago if such a thing were stopped altogether. 

63.086. You would make it n penal offence? — I 
would. 

63.087. Is it a common practice in tho city of Deny, 
iu your oxperien.ee, for magistrates to ho canvassed ? — 
The magistrates are very often asked when prosecutions 
ore coming on. 

63.088. What is the number of magistrates iu the 
city P — I think 48 or 49. 

63.089. Is there one court for Derry? — One potty 
sessions court, It sits twice a week. 


63,103. What do yon say with reference to evidouoe ? sir J .i 
— On tho appeal there is new evidence allowed to ho ilcCuifn,'- } 

brought np. It is for that reason that I think _ ' 1' 

no appeal should he allowed, because the evidence is 
perfectly obtainable at the primary hearing. New 
evidence has been procured in _ cases, and brought 
before the Recorder, and tho magistrates’ decision has 
sometimes been upset. 

63,101. Do you know whether it is a common practico 
to bring new evidence up ou appeal iu other parts of 
Ireland before quarter sessions in country districts? — I 
believe so. 

63.105. In the country districts the appeal is to £ 

quarter sessions, the county court judge, and the 
magistrates ? — Yes, the county court judge is the 
chairman. 

63.106. Then with reference to endorsements P — I Endr, Re- 
think endorsements of all offences should be entered on ment o! 
a register so that when a house is coming up for a con- 
license or transfer the exact character of that house ▼idiom, 
should bo distinctly before the authorities. The law at 
present is that the third conviction forfeits, but I do 

not say that because a license has ljeeu endorsed, 
perhaps once or twice, that that should necessarily 
confiscate it. I think it would be well to have a 
register of the convictions on the license. 

63.107. How would yon deni with the question of tho 
forfeiture of the license ?— Of course the law would 
hare to lie changed in that respect. 

63.108. What should von suggest — that it should be 
loft to the discretion of tho magistrates what, class of 
endorsements should entail forfeiture on tho third 
occasion ? — No. All convictions should bo recorded 
ou the license. Sometimes the conviction might he a 
very small or a slight one, and unless it was a serious 
cucforsement I do not think it should forfeit tho 
license. 


63.090. Is there a mayor’s court besides? — Yes, 

there is a police court every morning, hut that is for 
oases of drunkenness or assaults, or anything of that 
sort occurring. ' 

63.091. Tho petty sessions twice a week would dear 
up cases of prosecutions of license holders for breaches 
of the licensing laws and so forth P — Exactly. 

63.092. In your opinion are magistrates influenced by 
this canvassing at all ?— In somo cases I know that the 
custom amongst a large number of us is not to go to 
the conrt on the day we are asked to attend in conse- 
quence of having boon asked. 

63.093. Thac is the result of having been canvassed. 
Do you think there are magistrates who would not 
otherwise attend, but do attend in consequence of being 
canvassed ? — No, I would not go that far. 

68.094. What kind of penal offence would you make 
it ? How would you propose a man should be punished 
for canvassing magistrates? — It would be a difficult 
thing to lay down. 

63.095. There might be various kinds of canvassing 
that would bo perfectly innocent ? — If a man is sum- 
moned for a breach of tho Licensing Acts, and meets a 
magistrate and asks him will he come to the Bench 
that day, I am afraid that would not he innocent. 

63.096. That would he the person immediately con- 
cerned. but take the case of a person acquainted with 
the defendant. Would you necessarily punish him if a 
man said, “ My friend is going to be summoned " ? — 
Personally I think it would bo a great advantage if it 
could he prevented. 

63.097. Have you any other suggestions to make with 
reference to the question of canvassing magistrates ? — 
Of course when applications are coming up for the grant 
of a spirit license we are asked to attend, hut we have 
nothing to say except to transfers. 

63.098. The Recorder is your sole licensing authority P 
— Yes, except for a transfer; and the Recorder sits 
alone. 

68.099. With reference to the appeal from the decision 
of magistrates, what is your view with rcferenco to 
that P — I think no appeal should be given except on a 
point of law to the Recorder. 

63.100. Not on questions of fnctP — Not on questions 
of fact. 

63.101. At present the appeal is to tho Recorder P— 
To the Recorder. 

63.102. Sitting alone P — Sitting alone. 


63.109. Iu other words, you would classify tho 
endorsements ? — Yes. 

63.110. (Dean Dickinson.) Would tho line be tho 
measure? — Yes. 

63.111. ( Viscount tie Vesci.) Or according to the 

gravity of tho offence P — That would bo, necessorily, c 

the fine also. Jj 

63.112. Then with reference to the habitual drnnkanlP Habitual ' 
— That is a very difficult question, but 1. have no doubt ilrunksik 
whatsoever that if there was some way of dealing with «nd re- 
people, at first, who are becoming addicted to drink, 

and have been convicted several times running, that 
cures might bo effected in thoeo cases if tbero was somo 
way of isolating them and treating them. 

63.113. Are you speaking uow from your experience 
as a medical man or a magistrate ? — As a medical man. 

63.114. What specific suggestions can yon mnke? — 

There should be, I think, some house of detention ox- 
some place wheve they could he sent. You might have 
central ones — three or four in a place like Ireland 
where they could be sent and detained for three or six 
months aud treated and looked after. I believe in 
several instances, where people have becomo hopeless 
drunkards now, they would have been saved it that 
could have been earned out. 

63.115. You would do that without the cousenr. of 
the friends or of tho person affected as a penalty ? — I 
should. 

63.116. And you would confine them in specific 
houses of detention ? — Yes. At present it is 40s. over 
and over again after they are convicted. 

63.117. Can you state how many convictions, in your 
opinion, should constitute au habitual drunkord P — At 
present 3 in the 12 mouths would. 

63.118. You would maintain that Btaudiu-d ? — Perhaps 
for the isolation that might be too few, but half a 
dozen within the 12 months ought to do it at any rate. 

63.119. Will you state your viow as to the inorenso or Decreas'd 

decrease of drunkenness in the city of Derry and tho aru 
neighbourhood P — There is no doubt there has been a ^ 
decrease of late years. derr y, 

63.120. Can you specify any number of years P — 

Certainly since 1878. 

63sl21. The city of Derry is not un oxomptod city ?— 

No. 

63,122. To what do you attribute tho decrease since 
1878 ? — Tho Siuiday Closing Act has had a great effect 
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on it, and latterly for some years past, since 1872 or 
1873, the clergy of all denominations have been most 
active in it, and tho public-houses in every way are 
improved. Olubs for working men have been started 
which are a great source of improvement, and Ilielieve 
our athletic associations help considerably to decrease 
dmnkennoss, and the better-clos3 houses that are being 
built for the working men also have had a good deal to 
say to it. 

68.123. There has boon a great deal of building in 
Derry ?— Yes. 

63.124. And the working men’s homes are more 
comfortable ?— Yes. 

63.125. Are tho working men’s clubs temperance 
clubs:* — Yes; simply reading-rooms, with billiard 
tables and other games. 

63.126. Refreshments are served there P — No, no 
refreshments. 

63.127. Not even temperance refreshments ? — No. 

63.128. They are only reading-rooms and accommo- 
dation for games ? — Yes. 

63.129. Are there any clubs of the ordinary kind in 
Derry where intoxicants are sold ? — There nre two. 

63.130. Are either of those working mon's clubs P — 
No, they are not. One is a county chib and the other 
is called tho Oity Club. 

63.131. You attribute a great deal of the decreaso to 
tho formation of athletic associations ? — Yes. 

63.132. I think there is one other cause?— Yes, a 
Roman Catholic clergyman, tho late Father Elliott, in 
1873 started a very large and very successful Catholic 
Temperance Association which has dono an immenso 
deal of good, and then about three years afterwards a 
Women's Association was also started amongst the 
Roman Catholics. 

63.133. Was that temperance association a branoh of 
the League of tho Cross ? — I do not think so. 

63,184. It was one of his own?— Yes, simply in the 
town itself. 

63.135. Will you state your views with reference to 
Saturday closing P — Sunday closing has been of groat 
U80 in Dorry, and I think tho opinion of most of the 
people is that tho Sunday closing should bo continued, 
and perhaps nn earlier closing lionr on Saturday would 
bo an advantage. 

03.136. What hour do you suggest on Saturday? — I 
should say about 10 o’clock. 


there is no doubt people who wish to drink go o 
Sundays to drink. 


v3,147. You believe a lot of mon go only for tho ^ 

purpose of obtaining drink P — Certainly. 


63,148. Do the young men of Derry bicycle much P — 
Yes, there is a good deal of bicycling. 


60,149. Do they go for excursions into tho country P — 
They do, but I do not wish it to Ik- thought that I say 
that the bicyclists drink, because I do not. I consider 
that bicycling lias dono a great deal in the cause of 
temperance. 


,150. Do the people of Derry make excursions out Drink o 
of Derry for a considerable distance in the country? — passenger 
Yes. There is a boat running during the summer a f* 
little way down the river, about 10 or 12 miles, and 
there are two or throe places tho people go to by train, 

6 or 8 miles down. 

63,151. Do they well drink on board the excursion 
boat? — Yes. 


63.153. (Viteomt de Vesoi.) What suggestion would Register of 
you make besides extending the limit? You say you travellers, 
would extend it to 6 miles ? — Yea. I think that if a 
register was kept in each of these public-houses, and each 

person going in had to give their name aud address, 
it would ensure in a measure that these were all 5 cm u 
fivle travellers. 

63.154. Tho license-holder should keep tho book P — 

Yes, ho should keep the book. 

63.155. And enter information given him by persons 
applying for liquor P — Yes, and that should bo open to 
the inspection of the authorities at any time. 

63.156. You think that would be a cheek on persons 
applying? — Yes. I think large nnmbers of people 
who think there is no harm in going in and getting 
drink, would not do so if they thought their names and 
addresses were entered. 


63,137. Do you think yon represent public opinion 
in Dorry on this point of tho oarlier dosing ? — Yes, on 
tho carlior closing, say at 0 or 10 o’clock, but not very 
early closing. I do not think that would be tho 
opinion. 


63,138. Have yon had means of obtaining tlio opinion 
of the class of people who uso publio-liouses ou this 
point — tho working classes and artisans P — Yes, I think 
the working classes wonld be in favonr of it, say about 
10 o’clock. 


63.157. Then take the question of children as mes- Selling 
sengers to the public-house ? — At present children arc drink to 
served at public-houses with liquor to be takon away, children. 
I think it wonld be advisable, certainly in towns, if no 

child under 15 were served with drink for any purpose 
whatever, either for taking away or any other purpose. 

63.158. At the present moment there is no check 
upon it. A child of any age can go inP — And be 
served with drink to bo consumed off the promises. 

63.159. In your opinion, do you believe an evil arises 
with reference to the drinking of women in consequence 
of children going to public-houses ? — Yes. I think a 
largo number of women who are drinking and tippling 
send their children who would not go out. and go to 
the public-house. 

63.160. They would be ashamed to go in themselves, 
hut do not hesitate to send their children ? — They do 
not hesitate to send their children and tipple away in 
their own houses. 


63,139. What day in tho woek are tho wages paid in 
Derry? — The factories, which are tho chief businoss 
places in Dorry, pay on Fridays ; the builders and 
other peoplo on Saturdays at half-past 2. 


63.140. And the shipyard ? — Wo have not a shipyard 
at present. It is not working at present. 

63.141 . What time do the factories close on Saturday ? 
— One o’clock. 

63.142. Then with reference to the bond fide traveller P 
— Tho prosont radius is, in my opinion, and also in the 
opinion of a large number of tho people of Derry, too 
small. Tlio radius, I think, should be increased to, 
say, 6 miles. 

63.143. What is the Bize of the oity of Dorry across P 
— About 2 miles. 


ti3,144. Are there many puhlio-honsoB outside the 
boundary adjoining the city of Dorry? — There are 
several. 


63.145. In the suburbs ? — Yes. 

63.146. Do you beliovo that tho bond fide travoller 
goes out much to thoso P Have you noticed yourself 
much drinking on Sundays in these suburban public- 
houses — 1 am talking of tlio exact 3 miles P— -1 do not 
know that tlioro arc any houses exactly within the 
3 miles, but some are within 4 or 5 miles, to which 


63,161. What is your opinion with refereaoo to the Abolition 
spirit grocer’s license? — I think the spirit grocer’s of grocers’ 
license should not be issued at all. licenses. 

63,1.62. What is the nature of the majority of the 
licenses in the city of Derry? — Ordinary public- 
houses. 

63.163. Are they public-houses pure and simple, or 
do they carry on any other trade ? — Yes ; a largo 
number carry on grocery businesses as well. 

63.164. Do you say the majority do or not P— The 
majority — that is, the spirit grocers' licenses. 

63.165. I am talking of public-house licenses? — Yes. 

63.166. Do they carry on other trades besides selling 
provisions P — No, not as a rule. 

63.167. (MV. Young.) Would yon not thiuk it ndvisable Licensing 
to have an addition to tho county court judge, say authority.] 
three or four elected local magistrates ? — No, I would 

not, I think the county court judge would be tho best 
authority, sitting by himself. 


him P — I would, 
good ellcct, and with satisfaction both to the publicans 
and the public. 

63,169. Aro the loeul magistrates satisfied with it? — 
In tho city of Derry they are certainly. 

Kk 2 
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63.170. World it rot l>e more satisfactory to have, 

. say, three elected looal men sitting? — Personally I 

think not, and I think the view would be in favour of 
* the county court judge being the sole authority. I 
think every person, publicans and others, is satisfied 
with the decisions of the Recorder in the city of Derry, 
and I believe in the other cities. 

63.171. It is possible you might have a county court 
judge or a Recorder with very extreme views on 
questions in relation to the liquor laws. Would it not 
he a safeguard to have at least two or three others 
elected P— For myself, if I were a publican, I would 
prefer the decision of the county court judge, even 
though he had those views. I believe his position would 
he such as to rise above all that. 

63.172. (Mr. Grinling.) Would you state what arathe 
grounds or your objection to the spirit grocer’s license ? 
— The grounds are, that people will gn in and buy 
drink in a spirit grocer’s who would not go into the 
public-house and buy it. I have no objection to people 
arointr in and buying drink when they want it; but I 


;oirg in and buying drink when they want 
think the people who arc tippling and drinking and go 
into the grocer’s and carry away drink from there, 
would be ashamed to go into the pnhlic-house and 
buy their drink there. 

63.173. Is your objection to the fact that they can go 
to the spirit grocer’s , and can buy in open vessels, and 
therefore practically the trade is much the same as the 
public-hon 80 trade P — Yes, it is, practically. 

63.174. I suppose you would recognise that in a large 
city like Londonderry there arc a number of respectable 
spirit grocers who carry on the trade legitimately, and 
meet the requirements of a certain class of people? — 
Not with the spirit grocers in Derry. 

63.175. I was rather surprised when yon spoke so 
emphatically about abolishing the spirit grocers, beennse 
the population of the county of Londonderry is about 
150,000, and you have only 19 spirit grocers to that 
population of 150,000. They would not appear to be 
the element of much mischiof P — There are only six in 
the city itself. 

63.176. In Dairy, with a population of 35,000, there 
are three actual spirit grocers only ? — I think it is 
three beer dealers and six spirit grocers. 

63.177. That is an entirely different license P — Yes. 

63.178. Do yon know the three traders who hold 
these spirit grocers’ licenses ? — No, I cannot say that 
I do. 

63.179. Yon conld not tell ns the standing of them ? 
—I conld not. If I heard their names I probably 
could. 

63.180. You would agree that so far as the spirit 
grocer’s license is concerned, if it carries out the object 
it is supposed to do, that is, to supply the middle and 
upper-class households with goods for consumption at 
homo, thero can be no groat question of temperance 
connected with it? — No.. 

63.181. Recognising that people do drink wines and 
spirits and must get them somewhere P— Yes. 

63.182. And the spirit grocer would not be the worst 
place in the world to get them ? — I think they can get 
them at a respectable public-house. 

63.183. (Mr. Walker.) With reference to the canvass- 
ing of magistrates T think I understood you to say 
that the simple fact of canvassing had no influence on 
the magistrates P — I do not think it docs. 

63.184. They rise superior to any such inducement ns 
that P — I think our bench docs. I think that tho most 
influence that it has is that the magistrates very often 
stay away when they are asked to go. 

63.185. The previous witness this morning con- 
demned the magistrates, and eaid that they had abused 
the power entrusted to them. You aro not prepared to 
endorse that? — I am not at all prepared to endorse 
what tho previous witness said. 

63.186. Presuming that the legislature took she 
licensing authority from the magistrates and placed it 
in tho hands of ono man, do you think that would be as 
secure as it would be if placed in tho hands of a 
number ? — I do. I think so beoausc from practical 
experience I believe it is quite as safe at present in 
the cities or safer than in the counties. 

63.187. You think that the predisposition on tho 
part of the official would have no effect on his adminis- 


trative action? — Ido. Ido not think it would have Sir j j 
the slightest effect on the man acting ou facts. McCnii- 

63.188. It might give a colouring to his action if the — - 

judgment was trembling in tho balance — his pre- 
disposition might turn it tho other way to destroy r— I 

do not. think so. 

63.189. That is not human nature ? — Our own Recorder 
is a man who is rather in favour of temperance, and I 
think there is an absolute feeling that he is absolutely 
impartial, both on the aide of the public and the 
publicans. 

63.190. Wc are dealing with the whole United 
Kingdom here, and putting it from that point of view, 
generally speaking, one need not individualise, a man 
may be of such a strong character as to rise superior to 
everything, hut looking at it from a national point oF 
view, do you still think it is desirable ? — I still think 
when it has worked so weU in the cities it would work 
quite as well in the comities of Ireland. 

63.191. You are not of opinion thnt there is more 
security in numbers ? — Not in that instance. 

63.192. Yon are speaking of immense national 
interests, and these men who may be appointed would 
have to deal with these interests, and undertake a great 
responsibility P — Yes. 

63.193. You think that would be better placed in the 
hands of one man officially appointed ? — Yes, of the 
county court judge of the county. 

63.194. I understood you to say that endorsements Endorse- 

on the license shonld not have a penal effect P — What I moot of I 
suggest is that all endorsements shonld be put on tho conviction. 1 
license. It might weigh very hardly if that was 
done. 


63.196. It is quite possible that there might be throe 
endorsements of a very slight character with compul- 
sory endorsement, but you would not have that destroy 
the license F — Certainly not. 

68.197. Therefore, yon would wish it to be left dis- 
cretionary in the power of the magistrates, when tho 
applicant applies for a renewal of a license ? — No, I 
think all endorsements should bo on the license, but it 
is quite possible to make certain endorsements penal 
as they are at present. 

63.198. Then you would have to have them de- 
scribed P — Yes, you would have to change tho law on 
the point at present. 

63.199. Change tho law altogether? — Yes. 

63.200. Have you, in your mind’s eye. what kind of 
offence should involve the loss of the license? — The 
present — any very serious offence — two serious offeuces 
as at present. 

63.201. What would you call a serious offence ? — An 
offence for which the penalty was a large penalty, and 
for which the magistrates might inflict a penalty of, 
say, 31. or 42. 

63.202. Merely a pecuniary punishment. What wo 
regard as a serious offence in the trade, is a house 
being used os a brothel ? — Yes, certainly. 

63.203. Or tho landlord being convicted of any serious 
crime P — Yes, that would still stand ns I say. 

63.204. Would not that be quite sufficient? — That 
would be of itself quite sufficient. 

63.205. You spoke as to the decrease of drunkenness. Causes oi 

You acknowledge drunkenness has decreased? — Cer- decreased 
tainly. druokeo- 

63.206. In your opinion has drunkenness decreased n8a *‘ 
all over Ireland P — That I could not say. I can only 
answer for the placo I know of. 

63.207. Is it the county you are speaking of P — No, 
tho city and neighbourhood of Derry. 


whole of Ireland P — I cannot say that. 


63,210. You have been good enough to say that this 
has been due to several causes. The first you put was 
Sunday closing ; thu second bettor sanitation ; then 
working men’s clubs, and the influence of the clergy and 
athletic exercises ? — YeH. 
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I i 63,211. Yoasay tliat all these causes are creating a 

,hl a ^ t'cCul'i!/' 1 much better moral state ? — Certainly. 

— ' 63,212. Would not this apply to overy town and 

village throughout the United Kingdom P— It would. 

63.213. Wheretbe same influences were at work? 

Yes, if the same influences wore at work, certainly. 

63.214. And we may draw a conclusion from this that 
the publican has nothing whatever to do with it ; but 
if the various authorities exercise and discharge their 
duties it would naturally bring about a better state of 
things? — It certainly would. 

felling 63,2 1 li. In respect to serving children you would 

drink to limit the ago of supply to any one either for on or off 
children, consumption to 15 ? — Not under 15, certainly. 

63.216. Of course yon will admit this is legislation 
for one clas3 only. You would not, personally, require 
to send for boor, for instance ? — I am afraid it is so. 

63.217. You arc now spoakiug of legislation for a 
class, without knowing perhaps quite whether it would 
meet tho approval of that largo class? — I quite admit 
it might occasionally bo a hardship, but I believe that 


the good that would be dono to the greater number Sir J. A. 
would counterbalance that hardship. MeCtMagh 

63.218. This would bo a matter for the legislature ? — u jkw -gg 

Certainly. 

63.219. It has nothing whatever to do with the 
publican ? — No. 

63.220. {Bean Dickinson.) Mr. Walker has laid stress 
on four or five potential causes which have led to the. 
improvement of the people in respect of tempevauce ?— 

Yes. 

63.221. You agree with him ? — Yes. 

63.222. And he has cleared the publican from all 
participation in those ameliorating causes. He says 
nothing of all this is due to the publican. Is nob that 
so ?— So he said. 

63.223. Then the amelioration of these habits of the 
people is not due to tho publioan according to 
Mr. Walker. Is not that so ? — Yes. 

63.224. All these potential causes tond to counteract 
the influences and attractions of tho public-house. Is 
that what you say ? — Yes. 


The witness withdrew. 


; of 

sed 


Mr. John Simmons called in and examined. 


.. , 63,225. ( Visronnl tic Vcsci.) I believe yon ore the 

Simmons- secre l ,a,r y °f the Dublin United Trades Council? — 
’ Yes. 

Ration of 63,226. You have held that position for about 12 

witness. years ? — Yes. 

The Trades 63,227. Is the council composed of 96 delegates, 

Council representing 60 labour organisations, tho maximum 
number of delegates in any one case being 3 ?— Yes. 

63.228. Thore is ono body, I think, that is not repre- 
sented on the council, the bricklayers and stone-cutters ? 
—Yes. 

63.229. Are they in agreement with the views yon 
come here to represent ? — Yes. 

63.230. Do you represent your own views here 
to-day, or tho viows of the Trades Council P— The views 
of tho Trades Oonucil. I have a resolution, passed at 
the Inst mooting of tho Trades Council, authorising mo 
to give ovidonco. 

63.231. When was that passed ? — Last Monday 
evening. 

Resolu- 63,232. Authorising you to appear hero?— -Yes, on 
liras their bohalf, and on behalf of the bodies they 
against represent. 

kcensue 1 63,233. What lias been the policy of tho Trades Council 
Isws. ° U P to the present in reference to matters affecting tho 
administration of the licensing laws P — Since 1888 the 
Trades Council have passed resolutions on various 
occasions protosting against any alteration in the 
existing hocusing laws. 

63.234. Will you state what resolutions and on what 
dates they were passed? — In March 1888, July 1888, 
April 1891, and May 1893, and subsequently on Monday- 
night last. 

63.235. Those were occasions when legislation of a 
restrictive character was brought forward ? — Yes. 

63.236. What was tho tenour of the resolutions 
passed on those occasions? — Tho first resolution reads 
thus on tho 11 th March 1888: — “That we, the 
“ members of the Trades Council, regard the Bill now 
“ before Parliament for the total closing of public- 
“ houses on Sundays as a further attempt to abridge 
“ our liberties, and if it becomes law will tend to 
“ demoralise our people bv the promotion of shebeen- 
“ ing, which at present does not exist to uny great 
“ extent, owing to the facilities afforded for legitimate 
“ rocrcation by tho regular licensed trade, and that a 
“ copy of this resolution be forwarded to the four city 
“ members and the Dublin Corporation.” Then 
another resolution was passed in J nne 1888 to the same 
effect, and another on July 22nd 1888. Prior to that 
the President of the Dublin Trades Council in that year 
eamo to give evidence against tho passing of the then 
proposed Sunday Closing Act, and the Trades Council 
passed a resolution that tho trades delegates composing 
the council heartily endorse the evidence given by their 
representative. Thou on the 22nd of July 1888, a 
resolution was passed emphatically protesting against 


an alteration of the existing law, and on 19bh April 1891 Mr. J. 
the following resolution was carried with two dis- Simmons. 
sentients: — “That we protest against the closing of — — 

“ public-houses in Ireland on Sundays and Saturday 
‘ ‘ early closing, as we believe it to be an uncalled for and 
“ coercive measure, and to call on our representatives 
“ in Parliament to oppose the Bill." Then on the 
28th of May 1893 a resolution was passed similar to the 
previous one, and then on last Monday night this 
resolution was adopted : — “ That this Trades Council, • 

“ composed of representatives of the organized trades 
“ and labour bodies of the City and County of Dnblin, 

“ re-affirms the resolutions adopted by the council on 
“ the 11th March 1888, and on the 24th June 1888, 

“ endorsing before the Select Committee, and also 
“ July 1888, and tho 19th April 1891, protesting against 
“ any further restrictions on Sunday and Saturday 
“ nights in Ireland, and that this council uow hereby 
“ authorises Mr. John Simmons to present copies of 
“ this and all previous resolutions to the lloyal Coin- 
“ mission on the Licensing Laws iu the course of his 
“ examination on the 11th inst. (Signed) James 
“ Chambers, Chairman.” 

63,237. Was due notice given of these resolutions 
being passed ? — Due notice. 


63.238. Was thore a full attendance of the council 
on these occasions ? — The council generally have a full 
attendance of delegates, but the average attendance is 
somewhere between 50 and 60 delegates. 

63.239. Was there a meeting besides the resolutions Protest 
passed by tho Trades Counoil? — Yes, in 1888 there was against 
a meeting hold in the Phoenix Park, and subsequent to Sunday 
that there was a meeting in the Rotunda. I am not closing, 
quite sure whether it was subsequent to or previous to 

the meeting in the Park. It was attended by the trades 
of Dublin. 


63.240. With reference to what particular legislation 
was this meeting in the Park P — It had for its object a 
protest against the proposed passing of this Sunday 
Closing Bill. 

63.241. Will you state your view, as representing the Sunday 
Trades Oounoil, ns to tho state of licensing regulations, closing and 
first as to Sunday? — Then- views are practically em- ehebeen : ng. 
bodied in those resolutions, and they believe that 

any alteration of tho existing law with reference to 
Sunday would produce very bad effects indeed. 

63.242. (Mr. Whittaker.) An extension would?— An 
extension would. 

63.243. (Chairman.) Or curtailment ? — Yob, by tho 
encouragement of ehebeening and the promotion of 
further bogus clubs, of which there are a number still 
in Dublin. 

63.244. ( Bean Dickinson.) Three ?— There are more 
than tlmt. 


63,245. (Mr. Whittaker.) Do you mean an increase of 
the hours would cause evil ?— A curtailment of the 
hours, 
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X Jr. J 63,246. You Baid an alteration. Would an increase 32,268. Do they keep any amount of liquor on the j[ r , 

Smmmis. of hours ? — I think if the hours were ourtailed, to say premise-, or get in about ns much ns is wanted for the ss^ J. 

— 5 o’clock, it would be a hardship on the people, and day’s consumption .•'—They do not keep any amount, “ 

11 May '98 conBequently thoy would obtain the drink elsowhere but they arc able to pnrehaso it. They keep it at a 

by illegal methods, whereas now I believe the people distance in other bouses and ore able to purchase it in 

are perfectly satisfied ns far as the pnblio arc small quantities. 

concerned. 63,269. They bring it in for the day’s salo only P— 


63,247. (Viscount do Foci.' You consider that fivo 
hours is the proper allowance o£ time that should lio 
given on Sundays P — I think so, and so do tho other 
delegates to the council. 

Shebeens, 63,2-18. What is yoai view as to the main cause of tho 
clubs, nud drinking that goes on on Sunday ? To wliat do you 
hawkers iu attribute the drunkenness that prevails on Sunday 
Dublin. night P — I believe most oE tho drunkenness which pre- 

vails at the present time is due, to a veiy large extent 
if not entirely, to tho fact that drink can be obtained in 
a good many of tho streets of Dublin otherwise than in 
licensed houses. 

63.249. From aheheons or from public-houses ? — From 
shebeens. 

63.250. Do you attribute it only to shebeens P — Yes, 
and to some clubs. 1 know that women stand at street 
corners — T have positive knowledge of the fact — with 
liquor on their person, soliciting passers by to purchase 
it from them. 

63.251. Have tliorc been prosecutions by the police 
for this? — No. 

03.252. Do you bclievo that the police aro aware of 
this practice ? — I do not bclievo thoy arc. 

63.253. What do yon say with regard to the returns 
that have been placed before the Commission by tho 
Assistant Commissioner of Police ?— I believe that the 
drunkenness referred to in these returns has not been 
produced by drinking in regular licensed houses. 

63,25-1. Wbnt do you attribute it to P— I attribute it 
to what I have said before — to shcbeeuB. 

Bogus 63,255. To any extent to the clubs ?— And to bogus 

chib*. clubs. 

63.256. How do yon define a bogus club ? — I define a 
bogus olub as a club in which there is no library, no 
lectures, no rational amusement in the shape of games, 
bagatelle or billiards and such like, and these bogus 
clubs in some instances have nothing but a dirty pack 
of cards. That is the only-game thoy have, and the 
members, or so-callod members of the dull, sit over 
them night after night, Sunday night after Sunday 
night, and do nothing but drink. 

63.257. Have you youvsolf at any time been person- 
ally prosent iu a bogus club? — I have, for tho purpose 
of seeing what it was like. 

63.258. How wero yon admitted P — I was admitted by 
a supposed member, who introduced me. 

63.259. (Mr. Whitt alccr.) Have you lectures and 
libraries in the public-houses ? — No. 

63.260. (Viscount <la Vnsci.) Did yon have any refresh- 
ment when you visited this bogus olnbP — I had. 

63.261. Was it paid for by tho member P — It was paid 
for by the member. 

63.262. In no oasowero yon called on to pnyyonrRelf P 
— No. 

Shebeens. 63,263. What have you to say with regard to tho 
return of tho proscoutions for shebeoning ? — I believe 
that these prosecutions, no matter what they nro 
attributed to, aro mostly to be attributed to tho shebeens ; 
that is to say, the drunkenness from whioh prosecutions 
ariso. 

63,264. The prosecutions for shebeening numbered 
314 in 1896? — Yes. There maybe some drunkenness 
due, of course, to public-houses ; but, I think, it is not 
■fair to attribute the whole or the majority of it to 
public-houses. 

68,205. What do you say as to the action of the police 
with regard to these shebeens P — I believe the police are 
oworless. They do, in some cases, secure convictions ; 
ut, I believe, there are a number of cases which have 
not come to their knowledge. 

63,266. Do yon believo that, if further restrictive 
legislation was imposed on Saturday or Sunday it would 
bo followed by an increase of shebeens ? — I think so, 
and that; is the general opinion of tho working 
classes. 

63,267- What is tho character of those shebeens os a 
rule ? Do many of them keep a large amount of liquor 
for sale on the premises ? — They aro low tenement houses. 


Yes. 

63.270. Now with regard to Saturday night closing. 

What is tho fact with regard to the mixed trades ? Do t ra ,i es j. 
many of the pnhlic-house3 carry on a mixed business ? public- 
— -Yes, a great number. houses. 

63.271. Groceries and provisions?— Yes, sometimes 
provisions. 

63.272. Will you state your view with regard to Hounof 
the habits of the working classes marketing on closing m 
Saturday from that point of view P — Their habits arc Saturday, 
that they generally market late, especially in congested 
districts or populous districts such as Thomas Street 

Fail Street, George Street, and Queen Street. The 
people generally market up to 9 and 10 o’clock, and 
sometimes up to 11. 

63.273. When are the wages paid os a rule ? — In somo 
cases they arc paid on Thursday. In some cases they 
are paid on Friday, and in others ou Saturday. 

63.274. When do tho mojoiity of the trados pay ?— 

The majority of the trades arc paid, I think, on 
Friday. 

63.275. As a matter of fact, are there not a sufficient 
number of provision stores and grocery shops iu Dublin 
who do not hold licenses P — I think the majority of the 
grocery shops hold licenses. 

63.276. You think there is not a sufficient number of 
grocery shops to supply the wants of the working 
classes? — No. they are not distributed sufficiently 
well. 

63.277. If tho hours were restricted on Saturday to 
nine o’clock, wliat would he the effect on tho working 
classes ? — I think it would be a hardship on the working 
olasses. There arc many coses in which respectable 
artisans’ wivos arc not sufficiently woll clad to go out in 
broad daylight to do their marketing, and they prefer 
to do it a little late, after twilight. 

63.278. What have you to soy with regard to habitual Habitual 
drunkards P — I think there ought to lio a homo for drunkards, 
inebriates, f think that is tho only plan to care them 

of what I call a disease, because it certainly is a disease. 

We have a Maison de Santd in Dublin that works very 
well, but yon have to pay vary dearly for inmates to go 
in there. 

63.279. Do yon say there is an inebriates' home in 
Dublin ? — There is an institution called tho Maison do 
Santd which is a sort of hospital for inebriates, but 
they have to be paid for pretty dearly, I think 11. to 30s. 
a week. 

63.280. (Dean Diohinson.) Do you moan the one in 
Charlemont Street P — Yes. 

63.281. That is not for inebriates ? — I have known 
confirmed drunkards to go in there. 

63.282. It is a general hospital P — Certainly, one was 
in delirium tremens. 

63.283. (Viaoonnt do Fosci.) They wont into this 
place P — Yes, to get cured. Their family sent them in. 

63.284. They hnve to pay there P — Yes, very smartly. 

63.285. (Dean Diohinson.) You say that abridgment Sunday 
of the hours on Sunday would bo a hardship on the doling, 
working classes ? — I think it would. 

63.286. Then yon think that during these iivo hours 
on Sunday those public-houses are very largely used 
by the working classes ? — Not very largely. 

63.287. They are largely nRed P — They arc not largely 
used say at 3 or 4 o’clock. 

63.288. Why should you think it a great hardship 
unless they are used by the working classes? — That is 
during the dinner hour of tho working classes, which 
would range from 3 to 4 o’clock. 

68.289. What would constitute the hardship on the 
working classes, if they do not frequent theso bourns 
on a Sunday, in tho reduction of the hours ? — I think 
if a , respectable man takes a walk for a distance from 
Dublin after his dinner and comes back and finds the 

nblic-houscs closed at 5 o’clock or carlior than 
o’clock, it would bo a hardship that ho could not got 
refreshments. 
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63.290. It is because they are used by the working 
classes, and yet you say that drunkenness ou Sunday 
is not to be attributed to the public-house ?— I believe 
it is to be attributed to shebocning. 

63.291. Do yon think tho alcohol sold in public- 
houses has tho peculiar property of being non-intoxi- 
cating F— No, I do not say that. 

68.292. You say that these houses are used by the 
working classes, and yet you say that the working 
class intoxication is not due to tlie public-house. 
Therefore it must bo that tho alcohol sold in tho 
public-house has tlie peculiar advantage of not being 
intoxicating ? — 1 bolieve if they do not get it in the 
public-house they will procuro it elsewhere. 

63.293. (Mr. Younger.) You probably bolieve that in 
a publio-hou.se they arc not allowed to get more than 
is good for them, out a shebeen is uncontrolled ? — Yes. 

63.294. (Dean Dickinson.) I see in Mr. Mai Ion’s 
evidence he was asked : “ Are there many shebeens in 
" Dublin ?—(A.) There arc. They are all or nearly all 
“ confined to oue locality. That is tho one division in 
“ which the bouses of ill- fame are all located, and 
“ shebeens are generally associated with houses of ill- 
“ fame.” Do you say then that all those who go to 
shebeens are accustomed to frequent houses of ill-fame 
on Sunday? — I differ from Mr. Mallon on that. I 
believe that shebeens are distributed over a larger area. 

63.295. You think your knowledge of the city is to 
1« compared with the knowledge of the Assistant Com- 
missioner of Police?— I do not say so, but I lmvo 
knowledge of the fact that they exist in other places 
than that division. I have it from authority I have no 
reason to doubt. 

63.296. Mr. Mallon says there are at least a dozen 
drinking clubs ho suspects, and he mentions there have 
been prosecutions, and sovoral prosecutions, of a largo 
number of shebecus. Do not you think the police could 
deal with the shebeens if thoy were multiplied ?— I 
believe that shebocning is carried on, and tlie police 
cannot get at the bottom of it. 

63.297. Do you think tho liquor drunk in sheboons is 
moro deleterious than the liquor drunk in public- 
houses ? — I do believo it. 

63.298. You waut, in tho interest of the trade, to 
confine the sale of liquor to tho public-houses? — I 
believo it is very demoralising to get it in a shebeen. 

63.299. Dy whom was that meeting in tho Phoenix 
Park organised? — It was organised by the existing 
Trades Council. 

63.300. Who aro tho prominent movovs in that Trades 
Council? — One of the Into presidents was Mr. E. L. 
Richardson. 

68.301 . What was his business ? — A printer. 

63.302. What is Mr. Chambers’ business?— A 
saddler. 

63.303. Dors this council fairly represent all the 
trades or Dublin as a whole, or does it prominently 
veprosont the trade of tlio liquor sellers P— It represents 
all tho trades of Dublin with the two exceptions I have 
mentioned — the stoue-cuttors and bricklayers. There is 
one section of stone-cutters in it, but tho Dublin stone- 
cutters aro not affiliated with it now. 

63.304. Do yon publish a report ?--Yea, there is an 
annual report published. 

63.305. And a subscription list ? — Yes. 

63.306. Could wo see that subscription list so as to 
know by whom the Trades Council which moves in the 
interests of one special trade is supported ? — I have not 
got it with mo. 

63.307. Could you supply it or could it be obtained ? 
— I could send it to the Commission. There is a 
register kopt of tho affiliated trades to tho Trades 
Council. 

63.308. It would bo interesting to know what trade 
it is that contributes most to the support of tluit society, 
because tho trade that is mast interested, so far as 
appears, is tho one trade of tho publicans? — Tho 
publicans aro covtainly not alliod with the Trades 
Council. 

63.309. Not connected with it ?— Not connected with 
it. 


63.311. Have thoy n union? —They have. Mr. J, 

63.312. And thoy arc affiliated ?— Yes. Simmon*. 

63.313. (Dean Dickinar/i.) Did you ever know of any 11 May ’98 

public meeting iu Dublin held of working men to 

protest against Sunday closing and Saturday early 

closing ?— I remember the working men meeting at the 
Park. 

63.314. Not in the city of Dublin? — As you know, tho 
Plmmix Park is very adjacent to Dublin. 

63.315. I have never known a public mooting of 
working men being held in Dublin against Sunday 
closing, and I have spoken to large meetings of working 
men in favour of Sunday closing? — This meeting was 
held for tho purposo of denouncing the Sunday Closing 
Act. 

68.316. (Mr. Walker.) The Rev. Dean has said or Position of 
implied that yon are here in tlie interests of tho witness, 
publicans, is that so ? — I am not. 

63.317. Not in tho slightest degree? — Not iu tho 
slightest degree. 

63.318. Then an assumption of that kind i3 entirely 
out of place ? — Out of place. 

63.319. The Rev. Dean also asked yon when yon Sunday 
expressed an opinion that further restriction as to closing. 
Sunday closing would bo injurious and inconvenicut to 

the working classes, do tho working classes throng 
those houses dnring these hours, or were the houses 
largely used? I suppose you meant to imply this, not 
t-liat tneso houses wei - e filled all these linurs hymen, 
but that if they walked abroad and wanted refreshment 
you saw no reason why thoy should be deprived of it at 
a later hour than 5 o’clock ? — I said so. 

63.320. That is what you mean to imply? — Yes, 
that is what I did say. 

63.321. The working classes do not drink in public- 
houses specially, any more than any other class ? — 

No. 

63.322. They go in for what they require, they have 
it and go away? — Yea. 

63.323. You hold a very important position, and you 
no doubt have great knowledge and experience of the 
habits of tho working classes P — Yes. 

83.324. Yon are quite qualifiod in every way to express 
an opinion here as to what they would like and what 
thoy would dislike ? — So tho delegates of the Trades 
Council think. 

63.325. With reference to the question of the serving .Selling 
of children, you probably know that this is a new drink to 
discovery on the part or the temperance people, and children, 
thoy have suddenly discovered that it is most demora- 
lising for a child to enter a public-house. What have 

you to say as to whether any restriction should bo 
placed on the age? — I seldom soo children sent to a 
public-house for dinner drink under, certainly, 13 or 14 
years of age. and I should be certainly disinclined to 
iiavo a child sent under 14. 

63.326. You would leave the ago limit to 14? — I 
should say so. 

63.327. Theu you are in favour of the prohibition of 
sending children ? — I think that it would not tend to 
the elevation of children's morals to fetch drink of any 
kind under 14 years of age. 

63.328. (Mr Whittaker.) The trades unions of Dnhlin 
desire shorter hours for working people generally, I 
suppose ? — Yes. 

63.329. Have they made an effort to secure shorter shorter 
hours for tho people working in public-houses P— We hours for 
have several times applied to the grocers' assistants to barmeu. 
become affiliated to the Trades Council with a view of 
improving their condition, and they have declined to 

do so. 

63,380. Have you made ofl'otrs to secure shorter hours 
for people working in public-houses ? — No. 

63.331. None? — No. 

63.332. Nortostop Sunday labour ? — For the simple 
reason I have told you, that they have vefnsod to 
co-oporato in any offort. 

63.333. Have you mado any effort to get the persona 
employed in puulic-honsos to co-operate with you P — 

Wo hove. 


63,310. (Mr. Cuma.) Arc tho brewers’ workpeople in 63,334. What have you done ?— Wo applied to thorn 
it? Is thorn any union amongst the brewers' work- to become affiliated to tlio Trades Oounoil, and they 
people ? — Brewers’ labourer-:. declined. 
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63.335. That is the barmen ? — Tea. 

63.336. Have thej a union P — Tea. 


03,357. You do not suggest any departure from it ?— 


63,337. And the union declined to co-operate with Saturday 


63,358. In remarking that the women shop late on . ' 


Saturday night, did I understand you correctly to say Drink ail 
that some of the respectable women were shabby and poverty. 


63,338. Would respectable working men go to did not care to go out till darkP — Quite so, under 
shebeens ? — No, I do not think respectable working circumstances over which they have no control— large 


men would go to shebeens. families, &c. 

Sunday 63,339. Then the closing of public-houses would not 63,359. Do you think that drinking has anything to 
closing and drive the respectable working men into shebeens? — do with that shabbiness ? — In the majority of cases no. 
shebeen*. 'What I do say is, that a respectable working man would I thiuk high rents and largo families have to do with 

be deprived of his reasonable drink, for the general it. 

drink of the working classes is draught porter, and 63,360. Perhaps you have not road it, but I may 


draught porter bought at 5 o'clock would he unfit for mention an instance that the Recorder gave us here, 


63,360. Perhaps you have not road it, but I may 


use in a couple of hours. 


when giving evidence the other day, of men who earn- 


33,340. You said it would increase the number of ing 35s. would giye 15s. to their 


shebeens V — Yes. 

63,341 . I gather from you, that the respectable work- 


sovereign themselves. Does not that seem to indicate 
there is a leakage considerably greater than the rent ? 
— I have a very high opinion of the Recorder, but I 


ing men would not be ^ ^ 

they would not go to them P-There ore others, besides ^ ^ ^ with refer0nce to tbo working-men. and I 


respectable working men, who, if they > 
public-house, would not go to the shebeen. 


63,342. The respectable working people would not ?- 


respectable working people would. 


63,348. Am I to take it, the working people yon connexion with yonr Trades Council ?— We have. 


utterances of the Reoordor, have very little confidence in 
his professions of respect for them. 

63,361. Have yon anything approaching a club in 

prm npvimt with vnnv Tviuloq (Tnnnnil ?_Wn haw 


represent would not go to those shobeena if the public- 63,362. Is there a bar 
houses were closed ? — All the peoplo I represent are not 0 ne 0 f the finest librnri 
immaculate. John Mallon himself and 


63,362. 13 there a bar in that club ? — There is, and 
ono of the finest libraries in Dublin, visited by Mr. 
John Mallon himself and the secretary of the late Lord 


03,344. They are not all respectable?— Ibis very hard Lieutenant, who gavo us a subscription towards tho 
to find a respectable community without some mal- management of the club and its library. 


contents. 

63,345. With reference to these shebeens, arc you 


awaro that before the Sunday Closing Act i»»w , , .? 

which did reduce the hours in Dublin, there wore far cl0! ““' y 1 * 6 ®' 


63,363. (Mr. Younger.) Might I ask yon whether it is Bogus 
not notorious that tho bogus clubs in Dublin on Sundays dub*, 
are only used to any extent when the public-houses arc 


more convictions for shebcening and illegal hawking 
than there have been since P— ' Tnat is, before 1879 ? 
63,346. Yes ? — No, I am not aware of that. 


63.364. And between the hours of 2 and 7 they are 
practically deserted ? — Yes. 

63.365. That shows that tho respectable working 


63i347'. That is the fact. Are yon also awaro that the cl “ 8 «» ia Dubliu prefer to use the public-houses if they 
convictions for drunkenness in Dublin on Sunday have S 0 *> A* 8 ’ 


diminished considerably since the passing of tho Sunday 


Do you thiuk that state of matters would bo 


Closing Act?— I believe there is a lot of undiscovered aggravated by further restriction ?— In my opinion it 


drunkenness. would, and in the opinion of those I represent. 

63,318. Would not tint hnvo toon tbo c«o b.IbreP . «,367. (Mr. Ml**.) What poi-o.ntog. of tin wortai 

-I huvo soon non mynolf going through the .treat, >” Dnbh" are there in trade. un.ou. P-I H> e«k for my 

on Sunday absolutely drurrt, aid yet there mro no «•» trade, 1 ?»PPt™ «n» '» «“ «“>• 

arrests J union, nnd I do not suppose there are 100 outside. 

„„ oin 1 3 ..Lai l , 63,368. That is in one trade. What will be tho 

63,340. Might not that h.vo been 1 ikely to have been ' uki „ it all th „„ h ,_i belieee thot „ m apply 

the ea.e before 1878 nil a. afterP-Yt might, but uuW,. S 0 f the brioklay.r, I would »ay tbe »Ze. 


they arc ahlo to got it now. 


G3.350. Docs not the fact that there havo been a 50 outside. 


I do not believe out of 600 bricklayers there would be 


smaller number of convictions for sliebeoning since 


Sunday closing thau before rather go against yonr _y ' except the bricklayers, 

contention that the reduction of hours of 


all affiliated to tbe Trades Council P The 


- r , , , . c ‘ a u3,370. You think there is almost a unanimous opinion ’ 

Rhebccuiug P-J behove ak.ba.niug n performed nom lh lloal lllc „ furaiot 

by a more sobt o ™, uamaly, ibal Wrrbich 1 refer f > of 

by the sole ol drink in the public streets. I waB , .. . h 


nf resolutions that have been adopted by the Trades 

solicited myself by a woman at the corner of the Conncil( not a sin lo voice has dissented from the 
street . trades bodies. 

63351. The prosecutions are for shebcening and 63,371, (Mr. Grinling.) You come hero with tho direct 
hawking as well P— I do not remember to have seen Mltbor ity nnd sanction of yonr Trades Council ?- 
hawkers prosecuted or to have heard of it. Certainly. 

63.352. You say you do not suggest any extension 63,372. May I ask if you are a Rechabite?— No, 
of the present hours? — I should not suggest any certainly not. 

curtailment of the present hours. 63,373. If you camQ here no( . r0 p TOaont i ug yo ur 

63.353. I ask you if you would suggest any extension conncil, and os a Recliabite, would you expect the 
of the present hours. Would you have thorn open Commission lo attach mnch value to your evidence P— 
later ? — -No, certainly not, I think people are perfectly I cannot say, of course, what the opinion of the 


63,351. The prosecutions are for sliobcening and 
hawking as well? — I do not remember to have 


hawkers prosecuted or to have heard of it. 

63,352. You say you do not suggest any extension 
of the present hours? — I should not suggest any 
curtailment of the present hours. 


satisfied with 7 o’clock. Commis 

63,354. Then might I ask you what was the meaning 63,37' 
of the phrase used in the resolution you read to ns— the seoretai 

first ono passed in 1838 whore thoy refer to a further Since If 
attempt to abridge their liberties P What does tho word 63,371 

"further” mean there? Does that mean that the 63 37i 

Sunday Closing Act already in existence was an vast bn 


ing 63,374. (Mr. Young.) How long havo you been 
■the secretary to tho Dublin United TradeB Council P— 


,375. Twelve years? — Yes. 


63,376. You really do represent tho opinion of the 


t » . , -r . . . . _ T , .. .ast bulk of the working men of Dublin P — Yes, uu »**»« 

attempt to abridge their liberties? — Yes, I believe tho question. ' 

intention of the framers of the resolution was that. 1 „ , . , , - t-, u:. o 

n ,. . . 377. How many bogus crabs have you in Dnblinr 


)S,S55. O bjecting to that Act ? — 


63,356. Although it has been proved to bo veiy there 

imnnfi nln.1 P_T pTinnnf flint. Tfc W l,«.n vnrv ({Sit 


■I cannot speak with exactness, hut I understand 


63,378. Mr. Mallon admits ho knows of 12, but yon 
say there are many more ? — Many more. 


The witness withdrew. 


Adjourned to Tuosday, May 17th, at 11 o’clock. 
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ONE HUNDRED AND SIXTH DAY. 


Queen’s Robing Room, House of Lords, Tuesday, May 17th, 1898. 


Present : 

The Eight Honourable the VISCOUNT PEEL in tee Ouaib. 


The Right Hon. the Loed Windsor. 

The Right Hon. Sir Algehxon West, K.C.B. 
The Very Rev. H. H. Dickinson, Dean. 
William Stboston Caine, Esq. 

Henry Grinling, Esq. 

Samuel Htslop, Esq. 


Andrew Johnston, Esq. 

John Herbert Roberts, Esq., M.P. 
Henry Riley Smith, Esq. 

Charles Walker, Esq. 

Thomas Palmer Whittaker, Esq., M.P. 
Samuel Young, Eeq., M.P. 


Mr. Edward D. Daly called in and examined. 


If r. E. D. 


3 Chief Clerk of 


Mb 


ubittisl 


63.380. Both the defects and the omissions of the 
’jalion of licensing laws in that capacity come under yonr notice ? 

—Frequently, for the last 34 years. 

63.381. Have yon noticed any habitual drunkards in 

the course of your experience ? — The number of 

hUH linbitunl drunkards is difficult to speak of. I have 

noticed repeatedly most aggravated cases of habitual 
drunkenness. If I might make two observations that 
would apply to the whole of my evidence, I should like 
^ to say tins'. First, I want to say that, coming from 
^ 0 f Dublin, ns I do, and being about to speak of what seem 
tees, to me very shocking instances of aggravated mischief 
from drunkenness, I wish to guard myself against any 
misapprehension that my observations are directed to 
the whole of the Dublin working men, tho majority of 
whom, so far ns my information goes, use drink without 
abusing it, na I do myself. Tho next observation I 
should like to make is that I should like to onll the 
attention of tho Committee to the fact that no sugges- 
tions of mine are intended as any substitute for the 
great work carried on by tho Temperance party. The 
point I wish to impress on the Committee is that the 
suggestions I wish to bring forward would be a great 
aid to all the mornl influences that are directed to pro- 
mote sobriety, and in that view I can olaim to be sup- 
ported by the heads of one of the great Roman Catholic 
temperance bodies in Dublin, the Capnchins of Church 
Street, who carry on a branch of the League of the 
Cross, and who are resident philanthropists in one of 
the depressed districts of Dublin. They say and they 
thin!:, and they have supported me on the platform, in 
saying, that if such suggestions ns I intend to bring 
before tho Committee were legally adopted, their 
efforts to promote temperance in Dublin would bo 
seriously supported. 


63,382. Having the advantage of yonr views on the 
general subject,, what is your opinion of the habitual 
drunkard, — is ho more of a plague abroad or at home P — 
He is more of a plague at home, so far ns I see, than 


abroad. Might l‘ suggest that in bringing my views 
before you I should like to gi’ 


_ j give you some figures as to 

tho conditions of Dublin which have forced those views 


Aninic 63,388. What are the arrests for drunkenness in 
Dublin P — Tbo arrests for drunkenness are figures upftn 
which I do not base my viows. I t hin k they are 


reliable ns indicating the extent of drunkenness. I 
should like to call yonr attention to tire condition of 
Dublin ns compared with other Irish towns. More than 
half the serious crimo of all Ireland passes, through 
. the Court with which I am connected ; that is to say, 
^'Und 2,583 cases out of <>.100 for tlie V’bole oi Ireland. 

'•‘trial 68,384. To what do yon trace those coses mostly P 
•^oss. — Partly to industrial conditions, and to a very large 
U 98440 , 


extent to intemperance. I should like also to mention j|f r . e. 1). 
that taking the latest judicial and criminal statistics, Dali. 

I find that in 1894 out of 1,468 simple lsrcenies 

committed in all Ireland, 1,274 were committed in i7Mny’08 

Dublin. Setting aside breaches of byelaws, drunken- — 

ness, and so forth, serions offences per 10,000 of the 
population were for Dublin 72. for Belfast 7, for Cork 
12. In the same year Dublin sent over 1,000 persons 
for trial by indictment, Bolfnst 183, and Cork 107. A 
gentleman whom I know, who is acquainted with both 
Belfast and Dublin, tells me that there are no such 
slums in Belfast, and I presumo in the rest of Ireland, 
as we have in Dublin. Might I show the Committee a 
map of the Dublin police district with tho townships 
coloured arouud it, and the city distriot in the centre 
[prod ucing map). 

63.385. You say that alums are one of tho causes of d-j 
intemperance and crime in Dublin. Do you maintain housing 
that there are such a huge number of public-houses in the pcor 
Dublin ns compared with other cities that it is a potent 
factor in the production of crime ? — I do not think that 

is so potent a factor as the other social conditions. In 
Dublin we have a very large number of the population 
living in houses occupied by more families than one. 

I should say the number of houses occupied by from 
4 to 17 families accommodate about 109,000 of the 
population. That indicates that the poor in Dublin are 
abnormally collected together in somewhat depressed 
areas remote from respectable centres into which only 
the priest penetrates, and when he goes there he is no’t 
helped by the law. 

03.386. When you find a drunken person under those Penalties 
conditions I suppose his condition acta upon his for <lrunk> 
children and his wife? — It does. It acts perniciously enncEs. 
all round, and the point I want to call the attention of 

the Commission to is that aggravated onsee of drunken- 
ness in such areas cannot be dealt with at all efficiently 
by the mere power of arrest and line under the Licensing 

68.387. What are the usual fines for drunkenness?— 

Do you mean as put in practice ? 

63,888. Yes?— Five shillings or seven days, and 10s. 
or seven days, represents about the average. 

63.389. But the fines sometimes go down below 5s., 
do not they P — Not frequently of recent years. 

63.390. Would you raise the minimum ? — I would. 

I was going to suggest that that applies to one branch 
of the question that I will touch on later, the penalties 
under the Licensing Act. Would yon nllow me to 
mention now, as regards the slums of Dublin, the 
figures bearing on it ? 


63,391. Will yon give ns the number of public-houses ? 
Everybody admits, I suppose, that the condition of the 
people, nnd tho wretched condition in which they live, 
is provocative, at all events, of intemperate hubits. 
That we can quite understand Are there snoh facilities 
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Mr. E. D. for drink ns to increase temptations ?— So far as I see 
Daly. tlie statistics of drunkenness in tlie 0 division — that is 

that little spot in Dublin— are the biggest, and the 

it May ’93 public-houses are not most numerous in that particular 

— division where drunkenness is concentrated. As I said 

before, I think tlie social conditions and the unpunished 
state of the habitual drunkard — tlie absence of deterrent 
legislation against liiiu— are the most potent and at the 
same time the most neglected features. 

03,392. Should you say that in the parts of Dublin 
where the population was most congested there aro 
moro public-houses than iu the richer and more sparsely 
inhabited districts ? — Certainly ; in the city of Dublin, 
in the centre, there are more public-houses than in the 
suburbs. 

Sober wile 63,393. I want to know what remedy you would adopt 
of a to prevent the drunkard from exhibiting himself in 

drunken public or from committing those cruelties on his wife 

husband, aud children in private to which you alluded ?— If yon 
asli iuo that question I would begin by dealing with him 
in his family relation. The cruellest wrong that comes 
before inc is the position of the sober mother who is 
trying to help to rear her children and trying to earn 
money for the household, and who has the results of 
her industry appropriated without redress by her 
habitually drunken husband . 

63.394. Yon think the present law is not sufficient to 
protect kerP — I think tho present law is not sufficient 
to protect her in humble life. In rich life it is, because 
either party can always take civil action against the 
other, who, presumably, holds property. In humble 
life there is no such means by which the wife can 
proteot her separate property. 

63,895. I suppose in the coses yon mentioned the 
poor woman would not have much property to protect ? 
—She would have most material property to protect. 
She has her week’s earnings, she has mangles and 
instruments by which her bread is earned, and which 
benevolent people frequently give her. She has other 
things besides her separate property for which she is 
entitled to protection, that is the clothing of her 
children. All these are unprotected at present against 
the misappropriation of the drunken husband who lives 
with her. 

Protection 68,396. Assuming n drunken husband, how would you 
by order set about giving her protection without subjecting her 
of the to too much cost ? — I propose giving her protection by 
nu'gis- tolling mid car- marking certain things— first her earnings, 

tmtes. her separate property, anything that she has purchased 
or directed to be purchased by them, the wearing 
apparel and school requirements of her children or step- 
children . and their earnings, if nny. such as the earnings 
of a little newsboy, tools, instruments, and appliances 
entrusted to her, aud not entrusted to her husband by 
people who try to help her. I propose, if the husband 
took tlieso away and sold thorn for tli-ink, that she should 
have power to go and represent to the magistrate that 
her husband was an habitually intemperate man, and in 
the habit of doing tkiR. that the magistrate then should 
have power to givo her an order protecting those tilings, 
and that the effect of the order should be to practically 
repeal the provision in the Married Womnn’s Property 
Act which prohibits her from using any criminal 
remedy ; that she should then have power to go to tlie 
police court and get a stalling summons against the 
See Ap- husband either for damaging her goods or for misap- 
pendix XI. preprinting them. 

63,397. "When I said the poor woman had not much 
property to protect, T suppose you may take it that 
tho head of the family would be the wage-earner ; the 
groat bulk of the wages would be contributed by the 
man p — No, that is not so iu the cases of which I am 
speaking. 

63,898. (Dcom Dv:hinson.) You mean mangles and 
sowing machines.?— Yes, and children’s earnings. 

63,399. ( Oluiirmun .) So that in these cases yon would 
give efficient protection to the woman for her property 
which was for her sole and separate use if her kusbaud 
was convicted of habitual drunkenness ? — Yes, if she 
proved to the magistrate that ho was an habitually 
intemperate man. It is right to say that I have several 
instances which I can give you even within the last 
couple of months where women have come to the court 
and asked for redress, and been told that they could not 
get it. 

63,4110. In those cases which yon speak of have those 
husbands been convicted before tlie police court, or is 
it a case of habitual inebriety at home r — Habitual 


inebriety at home, tho most dnngerons habitual drunkard 
is a man who is acute enough to avoid arrest. /w 

63.401. Therefore how would you arrest him in his -If' 
own house ?— The remedy I proposed was that the wife 
should have power to get a summons against him. aud 

that he should he brought before the magistrate to 
account for having damaged or misappropriated her 
property. 

63.402. Apart from any violence that he might have 
used, if he was an habitual inebriate and spent her 
wages, would yon punish him for that ? Would you 
punish him for drinking at homo and muddling away 
his wages? — Until tho intemperate habit results in 
some definite overt act, I am not inclined to suggest 
punishment. 

68.403. With regard to those habitual drunkards, the p rC6 _. 
open and avowed drunkards who como within the notice penaltit- 
and cognizance of tho polioo, is the punishment npon t or 
them sufficient, do you think, after repeated cases of leiicaM 
drunkenness ? — No, tho power of punishment is utterly drunken- 
insufficient. Fines are utterly insufficient for the ness, 
habitually iutomperate man. I am not thinking of 

the cnsunl drunkenness of the habitually sober man. 

63.404. Would you imprison them without the option 
of a fine after a certain number of offences on the part 
of the drunkard P — I would create that discretion. 

68.405. By imprisoning the drunkard after three, 
four, or five convictions, you would save the family 
from the risk of his interference with them ? — I would 
not only deter his drunkenness so for as punishment 
con deter it in respect of his own family, but I would 
make him an example to his class anil deter others from 
becoming like him. 

63.406. Turning to the important case that yon have ni anpor- 
openod, of fines for different offences, do you consider tionneu 
that the fines under tho licensing laws are well arranged 0 f fines, 
fines suited to tlie particular offences for which they are 
inflicted P — I think the fines under the licensing laws 

are badly arranged. There are no exemplary fines for 
exemplary offences as distinct from the fines for mere 
breach of trade regulations. I will give you examples 
if you wish. 

63.407. Take the case of harbouring prostitutes iu a 
house. We will suppose a bad case ; wliat would be 
the penalty ? — The maximum for the first offence is 101. 

63.408. Would not it be competent for tho magistrate 
to tako away tho license in that case and to refuse to 
renew tho license ?— Do you mean at the annual 
sessions ? 

63.409. Yes ? — I think tho magistrate’s discretion as 
to wluit constitutes good character is very largo. If a 
magistrate came to the conclusion that that particular 
offence mado a man a bad character he might refuse to 
renew the license. 

63.410. Your point, as I understand it now. is that 
comparing one offence with another, tlie fines are 
ill proportioned ? — Yes. 

63.411. That the 10L is an inadequate fine? — As 
compared with 1/. for selling drink to a child, or as 
compared with 10Z. in case a trailer, who is a respectable 
man, happens to have his house open a little after 
hoars. 

63.412. Tho fine in all cases being a maximtim of 
10?. ? — For the first offence, as a rule, it is a maximum 
of 10?. 

63.413. Therefore in tho case of more heinous 
offences, harbouring prostitutes, permitting drunken- 
ness, wliat would you soy P — Do you mean what should 
1 suggest. 0 

63.414. How would yon class that offence ? Would 
you class that among tlie more lioinous offences?— I 
would. Offences of a trader who directly connives at 
drunkenness or vice I would single out and visit with 
increased severity. 

63.415. Having raised yonr fines for offences, would Compul- 
yon endorse all thoso convictions upon tlio license? s0I7 *jL 
— I think tho compulsory endorsement is almost more <I °^' 
important than merely raising the fine — the compulsory °! . ^ 
endorsement, I mean, in these aggravated offences. I Tl 

do not think courts of summary jurisdiction will carry 
the power of optional endorsement out efficiently. 

There was only one recorded in Dublin in 1896 and 
three in 1897. There was only one recorded, X believe, 
by tho figures, in Manchester for the whole year, and 
one recorded in Birmingham in the whole year. 
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gr.E.D- 63.410. So that yon would have a table of <i„ M -i — 

M,. inor^me acmling , ho i„ toatj , „ ““ j 

— • the offence. — And endorsement comnnlsmw for .. . e UIU 


—And endorsement compulsory for the created 

uatl ones. 

C3.417. Compulsory in tlie worst coses ?— Yes. _ 

08,418. Where would yon begin to endorse— would Himt not - 
you endorse m the case of a sale to young children for 
consumption ? Certainly. I should be inclined to 


, Ho y°u think registration or licensing would 

by themselves be n protection ?~By themselves I 


A _ ^ ua 63,428 Would you prefer registration to licensing, or 

single out. as an example, sale to vounc children for ’ what I prefer is to base the attack on 

drinking on the premises, permitting drunkenness, SSf* np ° U b ° 5101111(1 of 81w P 0cfce<1 ' lriuk 

haibmmng prostitutes, bribing a constable, and in the „ J! 

case of off-Uoenscs, permitting consumption on the , °, n woub l not subject a respectable working 

premises. I think these at all events ought to be no£.*a_i-i ^ ^i 10 C01 J B toufc clinnee uf invasion by the 


subject to compulsory endorsement for each couviotion Po'ice?— Ocrtaiuly not. If l were a working man ' I 

« nn r _i — 1 1 . . . • should reseut most -s-t*. “ .. .... 

ur experience on this 
t many off-tmders 


03,419. I should like to have your experience on this fotnisin^f m08fc energetically nuy right of police 
point: Is in your opinion that ™ 1 COn(luCt ^ »J«lf P*>pcrly. 

r°-Ju c^KiYoption ou the premises in Dublin?— I e ; ' i ' TIlerefole how would yon protect that bond 


tliink so. That is applicable to traders of the kind in ““Irespeotiible clubP — It would be protected by the 

the lower arena of the eity. On the other baud traders conthtl ° u 1 “ttoch to the right of entry. Where there is 

of that class who liave off-liiQimes ore amongst tho most rea ? on to »'ispect that habitual drunkenness is carried 

respectable in the whole city. You have both parties on m 0 ^ b - 1 ‘{^k the police, in tho interests of tho 
holding that particular license, and the offences ore °o(?lit to have the right of entry, in a rich 

confined wholly to the lower class. man 3 dnb as well as a poor man’s dab. 

ii3,420. Take the offence of harbouring constables. I was ^flfeient evidence accumulated 


understand by that nUowfog~theiT to drink on the m sUow fclwt tboi '° "' ei ' e habitually drunken people on 

premises while they are on duty. Would that be a fair , 6 , pi ' omise£ P ~ Tes i or disorder, or a large stock of 

definition? — I think that is sufficiently serious, and that 0111111 assoalateJ with disorder. 


respectable trader could so easily avoid it that that too 
might be compulsorily endorsed. 


i fences of <18,431. Am I right in supposing that to harbour a 
constable, in the technical sense which you attoeli to it, 


extends only to n publican and not to a spirit g 


63,432. A question lias been mooted Lately— in fnct a 
llul lias been before Parliament for dealing with 
mebrintes. Have you studied the provisions of that 
"ill ? — I have looked over it. 


1 If 1 n ? ay y. our opinion upon it, do you 


. , ’ J ’ lia ' t is n question of the definitions of the Jbinkitadeqnately'deals with tim evil P— Itiihik ltwould 

mi; 0UC P- ^ ll ? e ri 8 h J t of ejecting a b «» great help ; but I do not think it adequately deals 

miuifroui n house, which it seems to uie do not extend to with the eviL I should like to give you one "case iu 

spuit grocers, because of tbe peculiarity of the Act, point which occurred the day before yesterday A man 

which excludes the spirit grocer’s license from the was brought in to me by one of the junior clerks, who 

definition of licenses ; of course I mean iu reference to told mo that it was a remarkable cose. I questioned 

him I am not giving this as an exceptional case, but 
63,422. So for as possible would you put a spirit f 8 what every sensible man must understand to be a 

grocer npon the same footing as tho publican in respect vP® - His story was this. He did not toll it mo in these 

of those cases ?— In respect of harbouring a constable words. He said: “I am a brioklayer ; I am in good 

and tho power to oxolude improper persons I do not sco * '™ rli 5 1 married my wife 34 years ngo, and after 7 or 

why a spirit grocer should not be in tho same position ", “J® 1 ™ slle took to drink. Since then my life has 

as tho holder of an off beor license or a publican. ‘ bee ? ” — be s,li< * ‘ ‘ “■ hell, ” and I suppose it was true. 


associations for drinking purposes which may have 
si.iTing up iu Dublin P— It lias. I lmd my attention 
called to it pirlionlavly, both from observing tbc casos 
and from contact with tho defendants. 


03,424. Do you tliink there is any possible remedy for 


suppressing those associations for mere drinking pur- bis nctual words) — ‘ ‘ like a clergyman, and 1 induced 


get her cured. The thing has cw 
to such a pass that my employment is ruined, anil I 
“ went up to the union three weeks ago and offered to 
pay them to take care of her, and was told there was 
“ no provision to take caro of a person hopelessly ad- 
' dieted to drink. I theu talked to her ”— ( those w 


poses, or for dealing with thorn if they transgress the 
law ? — I do. I believe there is no efficient means for 
prohibiting sober clubs. I believo there is a practical 
remedy for drunken associations. 

ITow would yon define a drunken association P 
—A drunkon association is an association where drunken- 
ness is earned on. In practical police work that is 
always capable of proof. In all the club cases there 
iiavii been tliroo tilings distinctly proved, and ono t hi ng 
which caused the failure of tho prosecution. It lias 
always linen proved tlmt tlie premises in question wore 
frequented by numbers who do not reside there. It 1ms 
always . been provod tlmt ilruukeuncss or disorderl; 


“ her last Saturday to tako the pledge. 8he made all 
“ sorts of promises, and on Sunday I gave her a pound 
“ for tho housekeeping. On Monday I found tho money 
“ nil gone, and she was lying deud drunk ; and I have 
“ “°w come to the police court to ask if the law will 
give me any help.” I explained to him that there 
was no curative treatment for poor inebriates in Ireland ; 
and lio went away saying : “ I am going away with a 
“ sad heart, because if a man is doing Ins boat in my 
“ clans of life, and willing to pay for it, he ought to 
“ get some help.” I met the surgeon of Swift’s hospital 
iu the train the day before yesterday. He told me there 
in his opinion, a growing need in belaud for ui 


condnet was frequent there, and that a stook of drink biohrmto Act. The Act yon have asked me about 
was there. Tho fact that always baffled the prosecution wlulo it will be a help, will not touch tho poor diseased 
ogauist tho drunkon association wns tho need of orovino- inebriate who crops up in the police court when he does 

sale. ’Pliov „p n.„* i... e .... . .. ® Cl’Oll un. because a condition nf n.rml Trfo<v it. l.„ 


sale. They got out of that by forming co-operative °J'°P, U P. because a condition of applying it is that he 
association u should consent; and in a large number of cases it will 


63 42fi ap , , . , , be hopeless to ask a man in his condition to consent to 

they’ would wer ,® and dimrdedy, go mider compulsory detention, and give up his whisky 

mey-would come under the notice of tho police ; but I and tobacoo for a long period. J 


mu supposing a club which was associnted*for drinking 
purposes in which they got quietly drunk within the 63,434. That is to say if became under the second 
premises, and wore taken homo quietly to bed by those class, if be was not a criminal inebriate but simply a 

of them who were not drunk. What would yon say to a helplees and hopeless inebriate, he would have to give 

olub of that sort p— First of all, I would say it would be ^ own consent to go into the house P— Most of those 

the minority of these dube. In the majority of these inebriates are really criminal inebriatos though not in 

dubs you will always see drunken people coming out, fh® sense of the Act — persons who are charged for 

or rngns of disorder about ; hut in the clubs such ns you offences that are not indictable offences, for habitual 

speak of. whore tho drunkenness would be carried on drun kenness, obscene language in the streets — they 

within tho four walls, there would always be reason for °f°P U P continually before tho police courts under 

the police to suspect it through the tales of wives and circumstances which oreate a suspicion that they nre 


stones of neighbours, just as much ns there is reason tliseased inebriates, 
for tlicui now to suspect tho sale; and when there is 


reasonable ground to suspect that premises are resorted 
habitually by people who do not reside there, and are 
inaao the scene of habitual drunkenness, even if quiet 


68,435. Then yon would not only wish to set up nn 
inebriate asylum, but you would send into it against 
their will not only the criminal inebriate but tho 
habitual drunkard? — The habitual drunkard who 
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ROYAL COMMISSION’ ON LIQUOR LICENSING LAW'S ! 


Mr. E. 1). commits criminal o Renees that are not indictable. The 
Daly. criminal inebriate in the Home Secretary’s Act, where 

you can force a man without bis consent to go, means 

17 May ’98 one guilty of indictable offences. 

1 ‘ 63,436. In the case of a man or a woman who is 

convicted 20 or 50 tunes in the coarse of u couple of 
years, should yon not think that was pr'md feus in 
evidence that that man or woman ought to bo 6ent to 
some place of detention ?— Ido indeed, and I think there 
is a crying want of it in Dublin, to give him curative 
treatment instead of the merely penal treatment. 

63,437. Even if he bad committed no crime? — No 
indictable crime. There are continually those who 
commit crimes open to summary jurisdiction, such as 
using obscene language and baa language. They are 
occasionally charged with being mad from drink, and a 
great difficulty arises in dealing with them, for it is 
difficult to show that they have committed or intend to 
commit any indictable crime. 

Penalties 63,438. I understand you to hold that drunkenness 
lor ’ being tho evil which you and everybody admit it to be 
different bi itself, yon would like to see an Act containing special 
lihusc* c f provisions against that particular offence of drunkon- 
• irunken- news, apart from the other licensing Acts? — Quite so. 

ness. I suppose you will suspect that there are a great many 
things I should like to say, that I cannot have un 
opportunity to say. 

63.439. Everything that you wish to say will, I have 
no doubt, be drawn out folly ?— The reason I say that 
is, that so many misohievoue effects of drunkenness 
come home to me, that I believe a blow would be dealt 
for national sobriety that has not yet been dealt, if all 
the mischievous phases of drunkenness and the dis- 
reputable cases of traders’ conduct were collected into 
a single Act, apart from all questions of trade limita- 
tion, and punished by suitable penalties as has been 
done in the case of every other crime known to civilisa- 
tion except in reference to the drink problem. In the 
case of the drink problem, it has never yet been 
attempted to gather together into a special Act all the 
particular cases of aggravated mischief through drunken- 
ness and disreputable acts by traders. 

63.440. The drunkenness would be mixed up so much 
with crimes and with other offences, that would not it 
bn difficult to legislate specially for drunkenness, wliea 
drunkenness was the provocative cause of some great 
offence which would come under another head of law ? 
— I think if drunkenness is the provocative cause of 
greater offences, the provocative cause is the thing to go 
directly for, as far as an Act of Parliament is concerned. 

63,4-11. At all events, ns for as yon see your way, you 
would like au Act to be a sort of lesson to the people to 
show them the different gradations of drink and the 
penalty which tho Legislature has attached to the 
various steps of that offence p — I do. I think it would 
he a great help to the moral reformer. In refereneo to 
the support I have got from those interested in the 
question in Dublin I would like, if the Commission 
would allow it, to give two letters, one from tho rector 
of one of the hugest Protestant parishes in Dublin, tho 
other from the Rev. Father Nicholas, who is president 
of the Father Mathew Home. 


Sober 63,442. (Sir Algernon West.) There are one or two 

husband points I should like to go into more fully with you. 
0 f n You do not tell ns how you would provide for the case 
■iruuken where the husband is sober and the wife drunk. Wlmt 
wife. remedy would you apply to such a state of things P — 
That constitutes one of tho cruellest mischiefs of the 
dr-ink question. The provisions that I suggested there 
apply to that case with a slight modification, because 
you must remember that by the poor law tho husband 
is bound to support the wife — the wife is not bound to 
support the husband. Yon want, in the terms of your 
remedy, to make a little difference on that account. 
Where a husband can prove that a wife is habitually 
intemperate and drnnken I think the husband ought to 
get a like prohibiting order protecting the furniture, 
bedding, and other- articles, the wearing apparel and 
requirements of his children, and the tools, instruments, 
and appliances used by him and not by her, and he too, 
when die takes these and gets drink with them, should 
have power to get the shilling summons, with a 
penalty against her, measured, I should think, by the 
penalty that he could get her for assault. 


Support of 63,443. What would you do with the caso of drunken 
children of parents— both drunken ?— That illustrates one of the 
c Iruuken greatest mischiefs, I think, of the present state of the 
parent*. law. When both are drnnken we rescue the children 
rtnd send them to ail industrial school. The ratepayers 


support the children, nud there is no power under the .Vi. E. h 
existing law to force the drunken parents cither to pay Iia/j. 
a contribution or to punish them for not paying it. — - 

That sets a premium again on the intemperate parents 
as compared with the sober parents. 

68.444. What remedy would yon suggest for that 
state of things P — The remedy falls under the general 
considerations that apply to tho distinction between a 
civil remedy and a criminal remedy. I suggest thnt 
criminal remedies should be applied to force drunken 
people either to work and pay contributions or go to 
prison if they will not. 

63.445. You would relieve tho ratepayers and throw 
the expense of maintaining tho children by law on the 
drunken parents P — Yes. I may mention, perhaps, that 
in Switzerland they take a man of that land who will 
not pay contributions to the maintenance of liis children 
aud they put him into a workhouse, and make him earn 
the contribution. 

G3,446. Are tho fines in Dublin progressive fines? PeuaUfes 
Would a man who had been brought up five times for for 
drunkenness be fined a larger sum than a man brought repeatd 
up for the first time? — Aa a matter of practice, that drunken- 
l-emedy only crops up occasionally ; and in every large ness, 
city it will never crop up more than occasionally, 
because of the difficulties of identifying the man who 
has been repeatedly oonvioted before. He escapes 
notice. 

63.447. But surely there must besomo notorious cases 
in Dublin, as elsewhere, of men and women who are 
habitual drunkards who are well known, not only to the 
police but to everybody in the town, are there not ?— 

There are some cases. 

63.448. In those oases are the penalties progressive ? 

— They are. In those cases the magistrates, when the 
man is charged by the police for a third conviction, will 
put on in many esses 40s. or a month. 

63.449. What is the maximum fine and the maximum 
imprisonment in lieu of fine ? — The maximum fine for 
repeated drunkenness, no matter how often it happens, 
is 40s. That is not enongli of a punishment for 
repented drunkenness, because, us a rale, the wife lias 
to pay it or she will get black eyes wlion lie comes out. 

63.450. In default of payment, wlrnt is the maximum 
imprisonment? — One month— only in default of pay- 
ment. 

68.451. (Dean Dickinson.) When yon spoke of pro- Protcdsc 
tecting orders, yon did not bring out that there is a orders!* 
distinction between the caso of England and Ireland. ? lve *" 
In England there is such a power of obtaining from tho “ ra j^ 
magistrate a protection order P — That is so. I did not lius 
bring that out. 

63.452. You want u similar protection order available 
by the wife or by the husband in Ireland P — Not similar. 

I think there is a considerable amount of objection to 
the, so to speak, extended divorce jurisdiction given to 
tho police court in the English Aot 58 & 59 Viet. c. 39. 

63.453. I mean the protection orders simply P— I do 
not think the English Act protects the separate pro- 
party while they oiie living together. I want an Act to 
do that. 

03.454. I thought the English Act did give a pro- 
tection order without separation ? — I do not think it 
does. It provides that any order given shall be 
annulled upon resuming cohabitation. 

63.455. With respect to the inspection of dubs, it P°' ice . 
was stated here by the Secretory from a West End entry mw 
club of London that there would be no objeotion to cluhs - 
licensing, to registration, and even to inspection, on the 
supposition that it was not by any policeman who 
might choose to coll at any time lie pleased in uniform, 

but by a certain body of inspectors, ex-policemen per- 
haps in plain clothes, set apart for occasional inspection, 
not an espionage, but so as to see that the rules were 
carried out ? — I am thinking of it from the point of the 
working man rathor than the West End cluhs ; and I do 
th ink if I wore a working man that I would resent any 
police intrusion except 1 misconducted myself. 

63.456. I am a member of the University Club iu 
Dublin, and 1 do not think I have met a member who 
would object to that ? — I do not think tho members of 
such clubs as that would object. 

63.457. Then if it is not objected to by tho West End 
clubs there is no inequality of legislation introduced, if 
it is a rale all round ? — I do not know. The condition 
of life creates an inevitable inequality, and I think, as 
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MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. 


„ c D. I sn 7> if 1 were » 
■* : , mnsistfut with lib 


j. i" consistent with liberty that the police should be kept 
_ out of privnto premises unless I misconduct myself, nud 
if I do misconduct myself there ore ample means for 
them to get on entrance. 

63,458. _ If a policeman does come into ft house it is a 
presumption against the house that there is a reasonable 
complaint or suspicion, whereas if it is a customary 
thing to have ft half-yearly visit, then there is no sua- 


importaat and “ one of the weak spots in the Licensing Laws, and -Vr. E. 1) 


“ bodies like theirs were paralysed in tlieir efToits 
“ by defects in the present state of the law.” 


03,473. Then you do speak on temperuuce platforms ? 
—If by on a platform you mean such as is directed to 


promote sobriety, I speak on such platforms whenever 


63,474. In answer to the Chairman, you said the drink Prick and 


, i n i ‘ j 'f *i° Btla ' 'was more a plague at home than abroad. May I take it other 

impuUtionaUached to the house. from thllt that gibing that induces home drinking is causes of 
. -■ • . .« J* the working man more demoralising and more dangerous thn.u frequenting dcmorall- 


might look at ? — Quite 
potent to represent the 


i n. . t r i If , nome uninung, i am airaiu j. agree wnn wnai you 

bj lb. poi™ .. long a. I oondnoted ,« y »l! prop.rlj. ft,, th „ e b ^ lhem lom ' 

«.««. is™. “ to >*« i^mp, jo« «*]. 

yon w.r. onscou. , p „ &5 0 t fbinlt, I do not tbink it i. .nob nf.otor ni 


SSSL,*” if? B " P „ P ^ ion ' } a , b0 ditions of the people.” Did you mean to imply that ?- 

subjected to the inconvenience of entry, and 1 could be. Tlie other coition that was in my mind then was the 


■ "tiitoal 03,460. Yon remember, of coarse, what was called want of deterrent legislation against the wrongdoer liiui- 
' ivokmls the Dalrymplc Act. It wns proposed by Dr. Dalrymple self. I think that is the most potent factor at present. 

_nhdr to make detention of an inebriate compulsory, of course To weigh the difference between the extent to which 

j ;taitnent. on medical evidence and satisfactory proof of the fact ? public-houses, and industrial conditions, and the 

— Yes. absence of alternative enjoyments create the evil, I find 


63,461 . That Act was spoilt by the omission of that 
clause, leaving it voluntary. Would you propose that 


absence of alternative enjoyments create the evil, I find 
a very difflonlt question. 


ciuubc, lb yuiuuyury. woum you propose win* 63, 47t>. Vo 1 take your answer to be, that drink is not 

the non-cmnmal inebriates should be subject to a in any way tho only factor in the demoralization of the 

compulsory detention on satisfactory evidence of their people? Drink is not in any way the only factor. 

habitual inebriety P— The only thing that makes me , , , . . , nTBBnn t4 n qanitnrw 


pause is the use of the word “ non-criiinal.” I propose 63 -f V‘ And that more is duo to the present insanitary 

S»t m tbe om of „•»<«■ man „bo come. More iJSZ <f »• lb. poorer ol»«« !-I <hd 


tale iu a police oourt, when tb. magutale bn. .i S°‘ “ 7 ‘Sf T a “' * «"* 1 1“’ " d ™ 

torn bl. Secedent knowledge of life case or fad. that *“ k°™> ■>< «u> 


from his antecedent knowledge of the case or facts that 
are brought to his knowledge, to suspect that he is a 


63,478. Yon also said just i 


diseased inebriate, the magistrate should have power to proper amusement is another source? — It is another, 
call iu a medical assessor, and upon due inquiry send and a potent source ; that it is more than another I 
that man for curative treatment. °" ,r * 1 '”’ " ,1 


at man for curative treatment. cannot soy, they all contribute. 

63,462. Your experience is, of course, largely con- 63,479. But drink no more than any other source ? — 
nected with police courts ? — Yes. Again I say, I cannot say more or less. They all 

«S 463. My knowledge of fuels ontelde the police “»«tat.. ®> “7 mind tlie imptotonee I attneb to 
lurts is that (here im inebriate., even Demon, in lb. delemmt legmlalion .. that no one — to be ttok,» 3 


oourts is that there me inebrintes, even persons in tbe , n 

position of ladies, who never go into S pobc. eenrt, oI U “ t ““t"*” 1 ”* sonree. »nd trying to meet it. 

people of refinement and ednoation and of no fault 63,480. I do not know whether 7 am right, 


peoplo of refinement and ednoation and of no fault 63,480. I do not know whether 7 am right, but X Number of 
except that one which iB more a disease than a fault. understood you to say that the public-houses ore not so j»ul«lio- 
Would you not provide for the detention of inebriates numerous where drunkenness most abounds, is that so ? bouses and 
of that class, not in prisons, not as criminals, anil not —That is my recollection. I think the public houses drunkiu- 
mingling with criminals ? — I would indeed, subject only in Dublin are most numerous in tho B. or A. division, IIC, ' S ‘ 


of that class, not in prisons, not as criminals, and not 
mingling with criminals ? — I would indeed, subject only 
to the condition that they should not be sent to the and I think the drunkenness is most numerous in the 
asylum by any private anthority. U. Division. 

63,404. Of course, but sent by a recognised authority 68,481. And that is correct ? — I think so. 
and on sufficient evidence ?— Quite so. 


63,482. One word on the olub question. Yon siy Clubs. 


63,-165. In the case of tho criminal inebriate, it would tllQt t! >c constable should have a right of entry where 
bo CLimtivo, but do not you think besides being curative reasonable evidence had been presented to him that 


regards the individual inebriate? — Is it necessary to to by people 
mix np tho two, because the preventive aide of it, I two together, 
think, would apply best to those who go before the 03,483. Bu 
magistrate ? No, I am dire 


33,466. Do not yon think that all imprisonment ought clubs. 


G3,483. But people do not resido at clubs, do they ? — 
No. I am directing my attention to what they call bogus 


to havo if posBiblo the reformatory element in it also ?— 03,484. I take your answer to be this, that tbe 

X'hat is the reformation of tho individual. constable or the police should have the right of entry 

63,467. Yes ? I think so. That is the meaning of where they have reasonable evidenoe that limnkeuneoa 


the ourativo treatment. 


permitted ? — No, a constable should have r 


. - , , . , . ... . of entry into my own house if I choose to get drunk in it. 

,468. Then in order to bring about that there must “ J ... ,, 

• •’ <w,485. What do you mean by “on «*'- 


be the detention for 


i than three months. You 


cannot reform an inebriate in three months, or even in deuce ” ?— 1 aaid that where a constable luis evidence 


six months' P No. There must be prolonged detention, that particular premises are frequented by numbers not 

but how prolonged would depend on the anthority. residing there and in connection with that condition 

„ Q “ „ , _ . , , „ , drunkenness takes place, then he should have a right oi 

.i.^' 40 ' ' W r ‘ I underatood you to say that en trv, to be given by a proper authority. 


n by a proper authority. 


IW.WJ. [Jar. waiKcr.) L nnaemoou you w tnau . to be ^ ven b a roper nnt hority. 
the temperance organisation of tho Capuchins had sup- J s , . , , o m , , 

ported yon on the platform P-Yes. . 63.486. That would apply to any club ?-To any club, 

in t •.» .ii rich or poor. It is unequal law for the rich and the- 
63,470. In what sense did you soy that P— I said it in r 
reference to meetings on the platform of the Father 1 


Mathew Hull 63,487. (Mr. Hyslop.) With regard to the number of Serious 

_ . , , n vr_ OT ,,i cases that como before the coarte to which you are crime in 

, J 8, „lt,0li«l, I think vou mentioned something like nbont Mdhu 
not a teetotaler ; J am simply a police clerk with a very „ L ’ rfifer , „ nni , VOIL ,. •. % r, 2 .. nll , nf 

painful loiowladge of ooses of a ee nmtol dratiltonnoss. S . , ® 0 „ t „ tb, mom 


63,472. In what sense clid you give utterance to that ? serious class 
— On the platform of the Father Mathew Hall. At a breaches of b 
public meeting I pressed the need of turning some 08 486. Am 
attention to So wrongdoer himself as distinot from ^ubtiin alone, 

regulations directed to the trade at large, and the Very ' 

Reverend Father Anthony, who is tho Prior of the Order, 63,«>y. wn 


2,533 cases. Does that refer to one year ? — 2,538 out of 
5,100 ; that refers to one year, and it refers to the more 
serious classes of crime, excluding drunkenness, 
breaches of byelaws, &c. 

68,486. And that in Dublin alone? — And that in 


63,489. With regard to the fine which yon r 


! followed me nud add os reported : “ Mr. Daly dealt with questioned upon, you any tho fino for the flint offeuco 

LI 3 
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Result of 
flues for 
drunken- 


Rriuliing. 


Chibs. 


the slum 


is 5s. ? — Tho usual Enc. Tlie maximum pro Tided in tlie 
Act is 10*. 

(13,-190. The question was put to you tlrnt the fine in 
some cases was much smaller, nud yon said not now ? — 
Because originally, yeans ago, when I was a boy, it was 
very frequent to have only half-crown fines. 

63.491. I may take it that in previous years the fine 
for the first offence would he 2s. 6 d. ? — 2s. 6d. or 24 
hours was a most usual tiling. 

63.492. Then you have raised it uow to 5s. ? — It is 
rare to find a less fine than 5s. or four days, or 5s. and 
seven days. 

63.493. Has the raising of this fine to 5s. proved to bo 
any good — lias it hud any salutary effect on the number 
of cases ? — The number of cases is very difficult to 
ascertain, police statistics fluctuate too much ; but in 
the 1887 Report. Mr. O'Doncl, my late chief, gave 
evidence, in which personally I thoroughly concur, that 
the raising of the fine even to 10s., which was his usual 
fine for years and years, did not affect dru nk enness a 
bit. 

63.494. Then does it follow that if you raised the fine 
to 10s. or 20s. you would have the same result ? — I do 
not think 10s. would be much good. What I think 
is — I am speaking of habitual inebriates, not of casual 
drunkenness of men who are habitually sober — but so 
far as tho habitual inebriate goes, who is idle and 
loafing and lives on his wife, I do not think any fine is 
mnoh good. What he wants is imprisonment. Fines 
arc a very crnel remedy, because they react on the 
wife much more than imprisonment docs in that, class. 
Imprisonment, as a rule, means the imprisoning of n 
man who is not earning. 

03.495. Speaking of that division of your city which 
is most productive of drunkenness, you say that there 
are there the smallest number of public-houses 1 — Thnt 
is my impression. I have the book here ; I can show 
you. 

63.496. Thou that would lead yon to say that the 
secret druukouuess at homo is much more than the 
open drunkenness in duly licensed public-houses ? — 
What strikes me is that in every large city tlie poor are 
gathered together in slum areas, and the drinking 
that occurs there is much more misohievons than the 
drinking that can occur anywhere else. 

63.497. Iu this drunken division is the drink sup- 
posed to be had (Vom dubs or surreptitious places ? — 
Mostly from surreptitious places — what are called 
shebeens. 

63.498. I notice that yon say that you would not 
have interference with the working man’s club? — I 
would have no interference. 

03.499. By the police or otherwise P — If I were a 
working man myself — though I cannot speak for the 
sentiments of the working man — I should resent any 
breaking down of the line between privacy and in- 
trusion. unless I miscondncted myself ; and if I did 
misconduct mysell, us I point out, by habitual drunken- 
ness, there would bo no difficulty, I think, in giving the 
police the right of entry. 

68.500. You would, I suppose, permit the drink to be 
supplied ho those clubs f — Certainly. I am thinking of 
clubs where they would be trained to use or where they 
did use drink ns I do myself, without getting drunk. 

68.501. Then, if you refused the admission of tho 
lioliec into dubs that m o not licensed in any souse, what 
would you do with tho legalised trado of a public- house p 
Would you also refuse the interference of tho police 
with the publican P— No, I would not. A publican does 
not assume that Iris premises are private premises. If a 
workingman goes to a pnblio-house, be is understood to 
go to a house thnt is open to the publio. I am 
speaking of premises which u man chooses to carry 
on as private premises. The only restriction that occurs 
to me, which I would impose on them, would be that I 
would not allow any drink to be supplied to be carried 
away and bo consumed elsewhere. I would confine 
them to the use of drink for themselves on their own 
premises. 

63.502. Why should you treat the publican with 
greater severity than the keeper of a bogus or other 
club P — Upon the ground that I have stated, that the one 
purports to he pnblic premises, anil tlie others purport 
to be private premises. 

63.503. (Mr. Roberta.) With reference to the slum area 
which you have described, if you could imagine no drink 
being sold in it, what effect would that have upon the 


area - What would be the result of thnt state of things tlr f i 
upon the condition of life in the neighbourhood ? — If kj' ** 

it would turn them all into teetotalers, I think it would ' J j 

be a good thing. Teetotalism, to my mind, is good 
where there arc exceptional circumstances of temptation. 

I am altogether in sympathy with the temperance efforts 
of people like the priests of whom I spoke, who are 
trying day by dny to persuade people in the slum areas 
to be teetotalers. 

63.504. (Ifr. Johnston.) Following up the last ques- Drink . : 

tion. perhaps it might bo summed up in this way : if cam* at? 
drinking is partly prodneed by bad dwellings, it is effect V 
equally true that bad dwellings are produced by drink- bad 
mg. is it not ?— To a large extent, that is time. condition 

63.505. The one thing reacts on tlie other P— Yes. 

63.506. It is difficult to say which is cause and which 
is effect? — To a large extent. 

63.507. They are both cause and both effect P — To a 
laige extent that is true ; but the most provocative 
cause of drinking resides in the individual. It is the 
thirst of the individual, and I wont deterrent legislation 
to deal with the individual himself. 

63.508. Whatever the cause of drinking, its effect is 
to produce miserable homes, insanitary surroundings, 
limited accommodation, and all those evils of which we 
have heard P — One of its tendencies is in that direction. 

It is not the sole cause of that condition. 

63.509. With reference to tho law and the protection Protect- 
orders for married women, you wont to have something of mam-, 
of the same sort in Ireland as tliero is in England r— I worn*, 
want to have something different. In Ireland, the 
objection on the part of the church — and that is a potent 
factor in reference to Ireland — is that there is too much 

of the divorce court in the English Act. I want 
simply an Act that will protect the separate property 
of the woman or tho man in humble life, without 
separating them. 

63.510. You are aware that the use of these protection 
orders in England has almost ceased since the Married 
Woman’s Property Act ? — I was not aware of that; bnt 
I fanoy it would be accounted for by the fact that the 
Married Woman’s Property Act of 1895, as I read it, 
affords no provision for separate protection unless you 
turn the husband or wife out. 

03.511. But you know that it has done for all women Pcnalfc 
what the protection orders did for the particular women for ref»-i 
who obtained them. Perhaps wo noed not pursue that, to suppe 
Is there no power to commit to prison in default of chiMrea. 
distress a parent who does not pay wliat he is ordered 

to pay for the maintenance of his children in an indus- 
trial school? — In Ireland there is none. There have 
been notorious cases of failures to recover contributions 
from people. 

63.512. Yon eon order thorn P — You can order them, 
and you can levy a distress to enforce them, bnt an 
habitual inebriate hns no goods. 

03.513. In default of distress is there no power of 
imprisonment? — Not in Ireland. 

63.514. (Dean Dickinson.) If a wife or child go into 
the poorliouBO. tho poorhouse guardians have the power 
to prosecute, have they not ? — I understand Mr. Johnston 
to ask me with reference to enforcing contributions 
towards the support of children in industrial schools. 

63.515. (Mr. Johnston.) In industrial schools or re- 
formatories? — You are quite right, Dean, so far as 
regards the case where a man deserts his wife. 

63.516. (Mr. BUcij Smith.) Following up my colleague’s i)riuk,t«t 
question about miserable dwellings, do you find that cause ud 
tlie greatest tendency to drunkenness is where the effect 
population is badly housed? — Where the population 

is badly housed, and where alternative enjoyments 
such as prevail in well-to-do life are impossible. I think 
that is where you find drunkenness moat. The Liver- 
pool, Manchester, and Birmingham tables whioh describe 
arrests by occupations conclusively show that, I think. 

63.517. It would almost follow that poverty and 
misery lead to drink, as much as drink leads to them ?— 

In answer to one of the Commissioners I said that they 
were all contributing causes, but I cannot sny whioh is 
most. 

63.518. I gather that you have no complaint what- 
ever to make as to the conduot of the licensed houses iu 
Dublin P — No ; I think that the majority of public- 
houses, that is to say, licensed for consumption on the 
premises, are undoubtedly well conducted. 
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r d. 68.519. Do you consider that the police have ample 
Oil'll- powers in their bauds for the proper supervision of 

licensed houses at the present time ? — No ; because I 

tbink the Licensing Act does not enable them to punish 
bad cases with sufficient promptness. For instance, us to 
the offence of permitting drunkenness, I do not think 
the police have power to bring punishment home to a 
trader who permits drunkenness. 


63,520. Surely the police have power of entry at any 
time they like P — They have power to prove the case. 
What I mean is that the Act of Parliament does not 
give power to punish the individual sufficiently. 


working 


03.521. They have the right of entry to soe that the 
house is properly conducted ?— Yes ; I t hink the police 
have sufficient right of entry. 


63,522. Yon do not think they want ar min g with any 
additional powers of that kind ? — For the purpose of 
entry, no ; none occur to mo. 


Station 63,623. (Mr. Grinling.) Tlio object of your evidence, 
,‘ jk I take it, is this : to suggest means for reforming the 


. „ . suggest means for reforming the 

to drunkard rather than to regulate the trade ?— Except 
- nrong- that I would inclndo in the word “reformation” 
r. deterring him. 

63.524. Ha ving had 30 years’ experience in the Dublin 
police court, you have come to the conviction that if 
yon could do away with the drunkard or moderate the 
difficulties the drunkard causes, you would have done a. 
great deal in the cause of temperance ? — But for that 
conviction I should not be here. I do heartily believe 
that if the legislative attack were more directed on the 
wrongdoer, including the habitual inebriate and the 
disreputable trader, and less spread over the whole 
community, a great deal would be done for temperance 
that is not done now. 

63.525. We may have commenced at the wrong end 
in dealing with this question when we attach all im- 
portance to the matter of regulating or restricting the 
trade ? — I bolieve heartily, that bv attaching all 
importance and keeping ourselves exclusively to trade 
limitations, wo shall not touch the drink question as we 
might. 

63.526. I think ns evidence of that you have given 
some attention to this question. You read a paper before 
the Statistical Society of Ireland ? — I did. 

03.527. Was that recently P — Within the Inst two 
years I havo written two papers. 

63.528. Tho title is “ The Struggle between the Stato 
and the Drunkard ” ? — Yes. 

63,520. That is tho point to which yon wish on tho 
prescut occasion more particularly to direct attention ? 
— Quito so. I feel that 1 shall go bad: and have failed 
if I cannot turn the attention of the Commission to tho 
need of deterrent legislation against the wrongdoer 
himself. Tho last great example of the need of that is 
in the case of the prevention of cruelty to children. 

63,530. I believe that pamphlet met with the approval 
of the loading authorities of Dublin who were interested 
in tliia question, did it not P— It did. Favourable 
leading artidos appeared in the principal newspapers, 
and, so far as the heads of the Roman Catholic 
temperance movemont go, that is to say, the Capuchins 


of Father Mathew Hall, they support that view. I have 
already, as yon remember, read what tho Very Rev. 


Father Antony said ; and I have a letter here from 
Vory Rov. Father Nicholas, the president of the 
association, which I should like to read. 

63.531. Then your view is that there are bounds in 
the enso of tho drink question, ns in the case of every 
other social problem, beyond which it is unreasonable 
for the State to interfere ?— I think bo. 

63.532. You say that the simple way is to euact that 
where a contract of personal service is broken by 
dmnkenneas, damages should bo awarded, that is 
more partieulorly to guard the employer, is it not? — I 
cannot say it is to guard the employer, bnt it comes 
home to me by the cases that come into the police 
court leaving no option for the employer except 
dismissal. This tends, on the whole, to let the habitual 
drunkard go off scot-free, and go home and live on his 
wife and family. If the employer had power in 
aggravated cases of misconduct to punish the individual 
himself, men of his class would be more restrained from 
drink than they are. 

63,583. Then your view is that the obvious nocessity 
is to make drunkenness penal whether it is in a public 
pliioo or uot P — Wherever it hurts another it ought to bo 
mado penal. 


63.534. With reference to what yon describe as Str.E.D. 

co-operative drinking associations, wliat you mean is Daly. 
that if drunkenness and disorder takes place there which — — 

would forfeit a trader’s license, you would like to deal I" May ’os 

with that bogus clul) or drinking association, or what- 

ever it might be called P — Certainly, if it be outside the 

man 's home. 

63.535. in your experience, is it not reasonable to eay Drunkcn- 
tliat, talcing the working classes as a whole, it would be 
unfair to brand them generally as drunkards?— Most 
undoubtedly ; but I say the great majority, particularly mc ". 
in connexion with tho drink industries, ns to which I 

havo inquired very carefully recently, tire sober men. 

Guinness’s men are sober ; the men in tho mineral 
water trades who go in and out of public-houses are 
sober ; the men in permanent employments arc sober ; 
but I find that tho occupations where labour is inter- 
mittent, like journeymen tailors and quay labourers, 
are the classes in which drunkenness crops up . 

63.536. Those remarks apply to the working classes 
of Dublin as well ns elsewhere P — Quite so. 

63.537. Really to sum up your remedy, I gather it 
wonhl be to have separate legislation for the particular 
side of the drinking question where the drunkard is 
concerned? — Where the drunkard who doe3 mischief 
and the disreputable trader who partly connives at 
drunkenness are concerned. 

63,588. Reference was made to the spirit grocer’s Spirit 
license in Dublin. Inasmuch ns out of tho 750 there grocers, 
are nearly 300 of them in Dublin, I should like to ask 
a question about it. That is the oldest license in 
Ireland, is it not? It dates from 1791 P — I am uot 
aware of that. 

63.539. It was passed by the Irish Parliament., I 
believe ? — That may be. It is a very old license. 

63.540. In your view, would any difficulties associated 
with the spirit grocer’s license be got rid of by having 
a higher standard either of rating or rental, because we 
hear that some of the premises on which these licenses 
are held ore not of a character that is desirable hi 
connection with the sale of drink, or the sale of auy 
article ? — Of course, as I have said already, my attention 
has been preoccupied uot with trade limitations ; but 
I should be inclined to say that a higher rental — a 
higher property qualification — for oll'-liconses. would 
throw the trade into hands that would avoid permitting 
the consumption on the premises to :t larger extent. In 
fact, there is not a breath of suspicion against the 
leading members of tho trade in Dublin. 

63.541. Would this be a fair way of accounting for 
the large number of those licenses in Dublin ; because 
practically the license is limited to two towns in 
Ireland. The magistrates havo refused all new on- 
licenses ; and therefore there being a demand for the 
article the spirit grocer’s license is tho only one that 
meets the requirements of the people ? — I should say 
that, because it shows that the traders find it profitable 
to ask for a spirit license. _ That means that there is a 
public demand that will yield n profit. 

63.542. On the subject of magisterial control of these 
licenses, the two restrictions are character and suita- 
bility of premises. Supposing the suitability of premises 
were enlarged, and took in the surroundings of the pre- 
mises, do yon consider these two conditions are sufficient 
for the grant of n license for sale for off-consumption? — 

Do yon apply your question both to beer and spirits ? 

63.543. To wines and Bpirits? — I think wines and 
spirits are more capable of being sold in sealed measures 
than beer ; and wherever the drink can be sold in scaled 
measures I do not think any greater restriction than 
exists at present is called for. 

63.544. Not beyond the present law ? — I think so. 

68.545. (Ohairnum.) You admitted to me that you 
would put the spirit grocers under the same restrictions 
— die publican in regard to offeuceB? — To certain 


63,546. (Mr. Grinling.) My question referred to the 
original grant by the magistrates of the license, uot to 
the question of offences ?— So I understood. 


63,547. (Jfr. Young.) If you allow the law to remain 
ns it is do not you increase the number of spirit grocers 
to an enormous extent P It is practically a free license 
if you allow it to remain as it isP — 'Well, the pnblie 
demand must regulate the increase. They will not start 
if it is not profitable. If it is profitable tho public want 
it. If drink can bo sold in sealed measures I think it is 
ono of the most wholesome ways of enabling tlxc public 
to procure it. 

LI 4 
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03,548. Would you allow every man who had got 
suitable premises and good character to have a license ? 

No. On these questions of trade limitations I do not 

like to offer any strong opinions. I have not thought 
that matter out. What I want to press on the Com- 
mission is, what I started with, the need of deterrent 
legislation against the wrongdoers in both cases. 

6:1,549. As far as I understand your evidence it is this, 
that you want to deal with the drunkards, not to make 
any alteration in the licensing laws ? — I do not want to 
touch ou alterations in the licensing lawn, os far as I am 
concerned ; I leave that to the temperance party. To 
my mind the thirst originated the public-houses ; the 

S ublic-honses did not originate the thirst. I want to 
eal with the individuals in whom the thirst is centred. 
63,550. You do rot think tliat any alteration of the 
licensing laws would cure the disease of intemperance P 
— No alteration that is confined to trade limitations alone 
will make people sober. 

68,551. Your view is better housing of the working 
man, and better sanitary arrangements P — That would 
bo the cure ; but I am not thinking of the cure ; I am 
only thinking of what an Act of Parliament can do, and 
an Act of Parliament can help all these cures. 

68,552. I have a slight difficulty which I hope you 
will clear up with regard to greater penalties for 
drunkenness. If you inflict additional penalties on the 
drinker he will cease to be a bread earner, and what will 
become of his f amil y ? — The class of drunkards on whom 
I propose to inflict" greater inconvenience are not as a 
rule bread earners, and it will be a relief to the wife and 
children to have them supported at the public cost, and 
not at their cost, for an interval. 

63,553. I think I understood that in Dublin, ou 
account of so many large houses being converted into 
dwellings for families, you have a great deal of drunken, 
ness because of the insanitary state of the honses, and 
the condition in which they are placed. These people 
conic up from time to time ns drunkards. "Would you 
send them, say a year, to prison, or for a longer time 
than the law permits at present. The working man 
comes up repeatedly to the court, and he is sent for 
seven days. If you send him for a year - what becomes 


of his family ? — I do not think we can be thinking of the 
same man. ' I never proposed to send a mnn for a year rui L 
for whom seven days would be adequate ; but when •' 
there is suspicion that lie is a diseased inebriate, that is 
to say that the craving has got beyond the power of his 
control, I think the magistrate should have power 
to call in a medical assessor, and if it be so. if it be a 
disease akin to lunacy, I think short sentences are 
useless, and nothing will do but to prolong the sentence 
to give him a chance of being oured. 

63.554. What becomes of his family? — They will 
probably be better off than if lie hnd been allowed to 
remain at home, when the wife, in addition to supporting 
the children, would have to support him. 

63.555. You are aware that drunkenness is decreasing twi 
in Dublin P -I am not sure of that. I discredit figures nes5 in* 1 
with regard to drunkenness especially, for obvious Dublin, 
reasons. Drunken arrests are solely at she initiative of 

the police. Arrests for other crimes are at the initiative 
of the public as well as the police ; and the police action 
is liable to vary from so many causes that it is difficult 
to say how far the actual arrests for drunkenness repre- 
sent the extent of drunkenness. 

63.556. Are temperance societies doing much for the 
reformation of the people?— A great deal. I believe 
but for the temperance work tlio drink problem would 
be in a far worse condition than it is, owing to the 
defects in the action of the State. 

63.557. {Lord Windsor.) Referring to the habitual Paimb- 
drunkard in his own home there is only one question I meat of d 
should like to make clew. I understood you to say hnliiiul 
that yon would not like to pnnish the habitual drunkard drunkard 
unless he committed some overt act P — I think I am in- 
clined to say that. I think in married life if either the 
husband or the wife fall into various kinds of impropriety 

it ought to bo left to moral influenoe, such as the moral 
influences of the home and friends, but when the 
husband goes beyond that stato and inflicts direct 
injury on liis wife or his family, then I think the lnw 
ought to interfere. 

C3.558. That is the point I wanted to make clear ; in 
your opinion misappropriation of his wife's property 
should constitute such an overt act p — Certainly. 


The witness withdrew. 


Dr. John Hacrett called in and examined. 


Dr. J. 63,559. (Chairman.) Yon aro Coroner for the County 
Hacked, and City of Kilkenny Y— Yes. 

” — 63,500. And hare been so for several years past P — 

Position of Yes ; I am also surgeon of the county infirmary, and 
witness. physician to the workhouse hospital. 

63,561. In the course of your professional duties you 
have therefore been brought into contact with the poor 
classes, and the working classes P—Yery intimately. 

Effect of 63,562. Do yon agree with the last witness, ao far ns 
bad hons- your experience goes, os to the housing of the poor ?— 
iug of the The housing of the poor, I think, has a very demoralising 
poor. effect on their habits and customs when it is deficient 
and insufficient. When the accommodation is bad, and 
the surroundings are in an insanitary condition, I think 
it has a very deleterious effect on their moral tone. 
Efforts for 68,563. I do not moan to say that the medical officers 
improve- can cure that entirely, but tlio medical officers have a 
meat in distinct duty to perform. Have they not performed it? 
Kilkenny. — They have in a great number of instances tried in 
Kilkenny to improve the condition of the poor classes, 
and the corporation, in a certain measure, has helped 
them, but there remains a good deal to be done. The 
corporation have elaborated three schemes of building 
model houses for the poor. 

68.564. Two schemes are already in operation ? — Yes, 
with very beneficial effect. 

63.565. And one is now being carried ont? — One is 
now being carried out. 

63.566. From the experience of the two, has it 
answered financially ? — It has, fairly well. They at 
present lose money by it, but after a time it will be a 
considerable gain. They have borrowed the money, 
and they pay oft' the capital and interest at the samo 
time. 

68,507. So that you think on the whole, do yon, that 
the linbits aud customs of the people are improving P — 
They are. 


63.568. You think that has been owing, not so much Dr. J. 
to a restriction on the sale of liquor ns to the general harkiiL 

improvement of honses and sanitary arrangements P — 

Yes. Lu one division of Kilkenny in which I was 
medical officer for a great number of years the houses 
continued to be bad. Recently I have gone into practice 
amongst the poor in another division of the town in 
which the housing is considerably better, and there I 

find that the sobriety and tlio general conduct of the 
people bears a very favourable contrast to that of those 
who are badly housed. 

63.569. I suppose in the lower quarters of the oity Number of 

with which you are acquainted them is n great deal of public- 
drunkenness ? — There is a considerable amount of bourn* i» 
drunkenness. Kilkcuuj 

63.570. Are there many public-honses ? — Not in that J-fJ**** 
immediate neighbourhood, not in the actual lanes, but ! 

in the streets adjoining there are. 

63.571. Are you of opinion that there are not too 
many public-honses ? — I do not oonsider that there are. 

63.572. Do yon know at all what the proportion of 
public-houses bears to the population? — 1 do not 
exactly know the number, but 1 know there ore a very 
considerable number of public-houses. 

63.573. But yon do not advocate restriction in tlio 
number ? — I do not. I think it is more important that 
they ore well conducted, and that tlio drink supplied is 
of o class that would not be injurious. 

63.574. Are yon of opinion that the State has reached No forth: 
a point of interference with tlio trade beyond which it r ? $,rK ‘ 
ought not to go ?— I think there ought to be a restriction ooas 
put on the description of drink sold. I think if a lnw **”“• j D 
were passed which some time ago was attempted by the 
Member for Limerick, that no spirit shall be sold youuger gl jj'L, ' 
than three yenrs, it would be a step in tlic right-direction 

as regards the pot still whisky ; and as regards the 
patent still whisky I would certainly label that, and 
make thp same distinction ns is made between margarine 
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imd butter, bo tint wbou a »mn wanted to drink patent 
Btdl win sky lie would know that he was getting that 


68,675. Therefore you would advocate abetter kind 
of liquor for tlio Irish people ?— I would. 


68,570. Do you contemplate any substitute for 
wlusky ? — Ale and porter. 


63.577. As yon go so far in asking the State to 
interfere with the actual quality of the liquor sold 
should you i like i to sea the State say there skull be no 
whisky sold P-I should like to see that the porter and 
ale sold was not adulterated ; that it was of a good class. 

68.578. Do you believe that the present whisky that 
is sold is adulterated P-I believe that the whisk v sold 


. - -I believe that the whisky sold 
18 more young whisky. I do not believe that it ' 
adulterated r — 


Do y° u n £ 1 ' eo with that statement?— I do. I Ur. J. 

, they arc too numerous. I think that no exemption UackcJt. 

order should be granted to anyone who would not supply 

loou to these poor men coming into the fairs and markets 1 1 -'fay ’98 

early , so that they might have the option of having food 

as well us drink. I very often find the countrymen 
going to a fair in the morning have to travel very 
slowly- a great number of miles, and when they get no 
chance of having food and only get drink, it affects them, 
and causes them to get drunk very easily. 

03,594. Do the number of repeated cases of drunken- Habitual 
r 0C ° lU ' JC i u - 8° to swell the apparent .lrm.la.nU. 

number of cases of individual drunkenness ? — Yes there 
con 8- °ted bnbihlal drnukar<ls wLo nvo VC1 T frequently 


much ns people think, but I bolieve that 
the young wlusky containing the exciting fusel oil 
and other things, that does tho harm, and leads the 
people to violence. It is not the amount they oonsume 
but tho quality of tho drink which they take. 

63, 579. Like the other opinion you lrnvo just expressed 
that you think the public-houses ought not to be 
reduced in number, even in the poorer districts I 
suppose I may take it that your opiniou is agninst any 
furtkor limitation or restriction on Suuday drinking ?— 
As to Sunday drinking. I think tbnt if the pubiio- 
houses are open between two and live o’clock, anil 
people ore allowed to have drink with their dinners, it 
would lead to uo abuse. I think tiiat the evasion of the 
present Act leads to n great deal more harm than if 
people are allowed to drink openly, and without 
restriction. 


63,595. That raises the statistics ?- 
statistics fallaciously. 


-It raises tho 


00,506. Have you any definito facts on which to base 
that statement?— Yes, a witness before the Commission 
Mine tune «go said that there are 22 habitual drunkards 
m Kilkenny ; 17 of them were convicted between three 
and live times in the year, and the remainder were 
• five times and under ton. 


convicted o 


63,597. Out of the large number of arrests for 
drunkenness, I suppose that would operate to a very 
small extent with reference to the increase of the cases 
would not it P— The average would bo about si 


63,598. Tuning from that point to the present, do you 
tinnli any special provision should bo made for those 
habitual inebriates F— Yes, I have a vory strong opinion 


63,580. Therefore you would like to see all over 
Ireland the houses open on a Sunday from two to five P 
— From two to five. 


63,681. Do you think that would meet the pubiio 
requiremeut P— I do. I saw that done in FngWI. in a 
certain measure, and I thought it a very sensible 
procedure. I bavo f— 

Sunday Closing Act 


luouiuuoar— iea, i nave a vory strong opinion 
on the matter. I think the only way of dealing with 
them is by stringent logal measures making it more 
feuBible mid easy than the present law permits. The 
habitual drunkard should, in my opinion, be pnt under 
restraint for a considerable time, lb should be feasible 
that that should lie accomplished without the present 
unworkable machinery. During my practice, on some 
occasions, I have met habitual drunkards who are willing 


in police cases where tlio 150 put under restraint, but when the question 
evaded, very conflicting of their signing their own imprisonment whan 


Silnrtkj 


that there must have been porjury on one or the otlior 
side to a great extent. 

03,582. That being your view as to Sunday hours for 
drinking, wlint should yon say to earlier closing 


their own imprisonment, when they 


imprison them practically for two years, on two or three 
occasions they have refused to do so. I never could get 
though they consented to sign tho document 


*“8“- Saturday ?— I think, from tho ‘habits of"Oie"poopfo 

Kilkenny, it would inteiforo groutly with tho ordinary 


supply ol’ tboir housoliolda for Sunday. I would be 
inclined to limit tlio hours of trading to 10 o’clock on 
tho ordinary week days. I would not interfere with 
Saturday night closing. 

63.583. You would allow the honses on Saturday to bo 
open to what hour P — Until eleven o’clock. 

63.584. All over Ireland ?— Yes. 

63.585. Speaking as a coroner, and from your 
experience as a coroner, do you trace tho cases which 

JiA usd arc brought up beforo you to drink?— I do not. I find that 
there is very little drink in connection with tho coses 
I have to deal with. There are some, but not very 


(W 


when I produced it before them. By the preseut law I 
understand they must sigo it themselves, and they 
always have refused. So that if habitual drunkards 
could tor the future be put under restraint, I think it 
would have a vory deterrent effect on those who are 
inclined to become habitual drunkards, and probably a 
curative effect on those who are put in inebriate homos. 

63,699. You would put that compulsion upon them 
whether they were criminal inebriates or not ?— I oon- 
sider it a form of lunacy when a man gives way to 
drink like tbnt. He is irresponsible, and he simplv 
ought to be treated like a lunatic, and put under 
restraint. 


63.587. Speaking from your experience otherwise than 
as a ooronor, are you able to speak to the connection 
betweon crimo and ilriiik at oil ? — Oh yes. 

63.588. Apart from your experience os a coroner ? — A 
great number of tho violent crimes committed ore in 
connection with drink, mid I ascribe that to the quality 
of the drink supplied. 


63,600. Apart from that view the Bill, I understand, 
provides for two classes, for criminal inebriates and 
others who are not crim i nal inebriates : compulsion is 
applied to the one, and persoual acquiescence is re- 
quired m the cose of the other P — I would make it 
compulsory in every case. 

63.60L I see you mention again the point of adnl- Pot and 
temtion of whisky. You do not lay stress upon the fact paioot 
of the adulteration of whisky, but von think it i 8 the still 
young whisky which causeB tho mischief ? — I do. whisky. 


.602. Which is the worst, pot still whisky or patent 
stall whisky ?— If the pot still whisky is kept a suffi- 
cient time, of course, it loses all this fusel oil. and 


3,689. Should you say that the percentage of deaths becol ? e8 perfectly hamless or comparatively spooking 

duo to drink that lmvc come beforo your notico is very so, wherws th® patent still whisky, if it is sold very 

low P— Very low. 7 ahnrfclv n «*r ™ 


63.590. You would not say whether tlio drink entered 
into the causes of a number of deaths that came beforo 
you?— It sometimos docs, but in very few cases. Some- 
tunes a man drinks too much at a fair, and in driving 
home bis car overturns on him. That has occurred 
sometimes in my experienco. 

63.591. That would he a cose which you would pnt 
down ns directly attributable to drink, though the car 
killed him ?— Yes. 

i 63,592. I tliink wo have had some evidence as to 
exemption orders in KiikonnyP — Mr. Considino, in his 
evidence here, os well as I romembor said there were 21 
exemption orders. 

V 984-19. 


shortly after manufacture, is very injurious. I consider 
tho patent still whisky the worse. 


63,603. Is there anything in tho manufacture of pot 
still whisky as distinct from patent still whisky which 
rnnkes it more necessary to keep it in ono caso than in 
tho othorp — I am informed that keeping patent still 
whisky does not improve it 


68,601. Therefore yon would, if you could, restrict 
the people to pot still whisky, and keep it a certain 
number of years P— I would not allow it out of bond 
younger than three years. 


63, COO. Wo have heard of somo clubs, I think, in Clubs. 
Kilkenny ?— Yea. It, is a vory difficult question to deal 
with. 
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ROYAL COMMISSION ON LIQUOll LICENSING LAWS: 


/Ji" J". 68,606. Are they frequented much ou the Saturday 

Uackett. mCL San5ay ujglita p -They are. 

17 May ’98 63,607. Ib that one of your reasons for thinking that . 

we have reached the limit of restriction ou Sunday and 

Saturday nights P — It is. Before the Sunday Closing 
Act was known in Kilkenny there was only one club. 
Now there are, I think, six. 

63.608. I suppose yon would think that you cannot 
prevent people associating together in a club, and drink- 
ing when they get there; but would you not bo of 
opiniou that the police can deal with any disorder in 
those clnbs, and pat them down, if illegal practices 
wont on within them ? — I should hesitate to have any 
polico interference with olnbs. It is like interfering 
with a private house. 

63.609. Yon would not even register them P — I do not 
know what remedy to suggest. 

63.610. Suppose they were niado to comply with 
certain conditions, or at least, if they did not comply 
with those conditions, that they should not bo regis- 
tered, and get the advantages of registration P — I think 
there is some remedy ueoessary. 

63.611. Would that at all be a romudy? — I think it 
would in some measure be a remedy. 

63.612. That if they broke the conditions of registra- 
tion they should be left to the action of the polioo at 
any moment ? — Yes. 

63.613. As primd facie a bogus club ; would that meot 
your view?— I am very tender about having any inter- 
ference with the liberty of the working mun any more 
than with the liberty of the aristocrat. 

63.614. Interference with club life at all must, of 
course, extend to rich and poor ? — Exactly. 

The 63,616. Lastly, as to the bond fide traveller, what have 

bonfl fide you to say P — I would extend the limit somewhnt. and I 
traveller. would punish more the traveller who made a fallacious 
representation than I would the pnblionn, taking it for 
granted that the publican was imposed on. 

63,616. You would raiso the limit to what, 5 or 6 
miles P — I would certainly raise the limit to 5 miles. 


63,617. I take it your view rather is that you look not 
so much to restrictive legislation ns to the improvement 
by education and by technical education, and by all the 
other resources which civilisation can bring to bear 
upon the people ? — I think that is the proper way of 
deiiling with the question. 

New 68,618. (Mr. Young.) Do you think that mostly the 

whisky and drunkenness arises from the use of new whisky ?— No, I 
driiuken- do not, but I think a great deal of the violence of the 
ness. drunken men arises from drinking young whisky. 

03.619. I t hink you liavo uuilertaken to say that 
patent still whisky should not be used P — I did not. I 
say that patent still whisky should be labelled no that 
the man who drank it would know that he was drinking 
patent still whisky. 

03.620. Your idea is that it is inferior P — I think so. 

63.621. And that it contains a great quantity of fusel 
oil ? — It contains some substances that aro more irritating 
to the brain than the pot still whisky. 

63.622. (Chairman.) If pot still whisky improves by 
keeping why is it impossible for patent still whisky to 
improve by keeping? — Tbo process of manufacture 
drives off tho fusel oil at the time iu the case of the 
patent still whisky, bat it leaves the other deleterious 
substances. 


63,630. You do not happen to know that actually n , 
in patent still whisky thero is little or no fusel oil Bacitit 
whatever ? — I said that. _ 

G3,G31. And probably you do not know that it is in 
poi still whisky that you will find such largo quantities 
of fusel oil ? -That is the reason I wish tho legislature 
would prevent its being sold until the fusei oil has 
evaporated. 

63.632. 'llie fact is that these are tho properties if you 
keep it for many years tbut enter iuto tho improvement of 
the article. Patent still whisky has got little or uo fusel 
oil. and is less dangerous to drink whon new than pot 
still whisky. Probably yon do not know that tho most 
dangerous whisky of all to drink is the pot still when it 
is new ? — I know it is daugerous to drink. 

63.633. But the patent is not, because it does not 
possess the fusel oil to auy extent. You probably only 
hear about the difierent sorts of whisky; yon do not 
know yourself P — I do know. 

63.634. Yon have told the Commission that it is the 
drinking of patent still whisky in which the danger lies ? 

— I think all young whiskies are bad. 

63.635. But that the least dangerous is the drinking 
of patent still when it is new, and that the pot still 
whisky ought not to bo drunk till probably it was five 
or aix years old P — Certainly not under three years 
old. 

63.636. For the good of tho people probably patent 
a till is the very best thing they can drink P — In drinking 
pot still whisky, if it is not under three years old, I 
know I am not drinking anything that is very injurious, 
bar tho alcohol it contains. 

63.637. (Mr. Caine.) Is that injurious? — Yce;in 
excess. 

(i3,638. (Mr. Young.) Probably you do not know that 
bad whisky at first will grow worse and worse, and that 
it has to be mado good at first in order that it may get 
better and better. Temperance is ou tho increase in 
your town ? — 1 consider that it is. 

63,639. And you do not want really any alteration of 
the lawB ? — Except those that 1 suggested. 

63,6-10. You want tho bouses to bo open on Sundays, 
probably, from 5 to 7, or 5 to 9? — No; I said from 
2 to 5. 

63.641. And you do not want earlier closing on 
Saturday nights P — I think not. Tliut is my opinion. 

63.642. (Mr. Grinding.) With regard to your suggos- Corapul- 
tion as to uot allowing whisky to bo sold under three sory knf 
ycars old, have you thought of any plan by which tho “K of 

S iblic would bo secured, supposing that was the law? rih&j. 

ow would you propose that tho pnblio should know 
tlmt it was uot under throe years old P — Tho means 
would be that no whisky could bo tnkon out of bond 
unless it was three years old. That would be a 
guarantee, 

65,643. (Mr. Young.) What amount, of money would 
you expend on storage iu the country; how many 
millions would you require to store it ? — That is very 
immaterial to my mind compared to the health and the 
absence of violence and drunkenness in tho country. I 
think, no matter what amount of money would be lost, 
the benefit accruing to our country by taking those 
proper measures would bo counterbalanced. 

63,644. (Mr. Grinling.) Are you aware that it would 
increase the price of whisky very much P — I am sure it 
would. 


63.623. Fusel oil is driven out, but a worse spirit 
comes in ? — Fusel oil is the worst of all the irritating 
substances, but there ore others. 

68.624. Wo have been told by some witnesses that it 
is the fusel oil which does tho misohiof ? — Yes. 

63.625. You soy in tho patent still whisky tho fusel 
oil is driven out, and its place is taken by a worse 
element? — There are other elements. I do not say a 
worse element. 

62.626. (Mr. Young.) Aro you a ohemist yourself ?— I 
am not. 

63.627. You only hear that patent still whisky has 
more fusel oil and is more daugerous p — I did not say 
that. 

63.628. You think t.lint pot still is tlie best whisky to 
drink P—1 do. 

63.629. How do you arrive at that conclusion? — I 
have arrived at it from personal observation. 


63.645. Thero is tho loss in strength and loss ou 
bulk ? — And the tying up of capital for such a length of 
time. 

63.646. Tho interest on the money. Do you not 
agree with me that it is a very revolutionary idea to 
suppose that it must bo bonded three, four, or live 
yours ? — Yes. I do ; but I think that tho health of the 
people and tlie welfare of the country is very much 
more important than any loss which will accrue to the 
country. 

68.647. Wo have had a very first-olnss expert witness 
before us, Mr. Bannister, one of the flint chemists, pro- 
bably, in the three kingdoms. Ho tells us that alcohol 
does uot disappear from tho article by being kept. You 
can gat drunk :is easily on a six years’ old articlo ns on 
a two years’ old articlo P — Iu my opinion the drunken- 
ness accruing from the six years' old articlo may not 
dovclop the amount of violence that it would if it were 
a two years' old article. 
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'• J- Or.J- 63,048. (Den n Mc&iman.) It is more wholesome 
-ku. Httkcli. drunkenness ?— ' Well, it will not injure the surround- 

— — mgs of the individual ns much ns the violence of the 

younger article. 

68.049. (Mr. Grinling.) My question did not refer to 
tho desirability. You may be right that it is more de- 
sirable to sell whisky three, four, or five years old. 
You spoke ns to its being kept in bond. Of course you 
would be prepared to find that tho consumer would 
have to pay un extra prieo ? — Naturally. 

68,650. And you think that is desirable ?— Yes. 


they wore in a position to get on Sunday what they D< J. 
require ? — In some cases, yes. Hackttt. 

08,605. ( Mr. Whittaker.) May I ask you if you havo 17 Mav '- 9 g 

come all the way from Kilkenny to tell us that nothing ' 1 

need be done there on tliiu question except to label 
patent still whisky, and give extra facilities for drinking 
on Sunday afternoon ? — Well, I did not come all the 
way to give that information j I came here to tell you 
what my experience of the Sunday Closing Act was, and 
of the habits of the people, and the causes of those 
habits. 


Homing of 
djaoor. 


Evils of 

fir 


V“ 

isfcj. I 


03, Gil. As to the labourers' dwellings that you have 
in Kilkenny, arc they worked by the corporation 
entirely ? Are they corporation property ? They are. 

63.652. They are not a limited company in any way ? 
—No, they are purely corporation property. 

63.653. Havo you any idea of the number of people 
that they can accommodate? — I think there are 200 
built up to the preseut time. 

63.654. Wliat is the charge for a night’s lodgings ? — 
They are set iu vegnlar dwelling-houses, each one : they 
vary, i think, from two shillings a weekto three shillings 
and sixpence a week, according to the state of the 
house. 

68.655. How long has that been in operation P — About 
seven years. 

63.656. Yon say up to the present time they have uot 
paid interest on the outlay, but yon think they are on 
the point of doing so?— They are on the point of 
doing so. 

63.657. (Mr. Riley Smith.) I suppose you consider 
that the man who drinks moderately has a perfect right 
to get what he wants to drink on Sunday as on any 
other day in the week ? — I do not think limitations on 
tho drinking on Sunday have conduced to that nmonnt 
of temperance that the advocates of temperance expected, 

I am always nfraid tlint the introduction of drink into the 
homes of tho poor may be attended with very bad 
effects. I am not saying that I have seen them so 
attonded, but I am always afraid that the introduction 
of chink into tlio houses would have that effect. 

68.658. Wlint you moan to infor is that the man ought 
to linvo a right to get his dinner and supper beer ou 
Bnndny just as ho does on evory other day in the weok ? — 

I think so. 

03.659. And for that reason you suggest a partial 
oponing on Sunday ?— Yes. 

63.660. Yon say that Sunday closing in Ireland bus 
led to sevoml evils, amongst others to the establishment 
of clubs ? — I think that is a very great cviL 

63.661. Am you nwaro that your opinion in Hint 
respoct coincides with tho opinion :uid experience of the 
Principality of Wales, where Sunday closing is iu 
existence? — I heard something to that effect. I did 
not go into tho matter very closely. 

03.662. 1 should like you to hem. 1 this: “At Cardiff 
Police-court ou tho lltli January 1895, the stipendiary 
magistrate, in dealing with the ease of a bogus club, 
commented upon tho frequency with which such eases 
came before him, and said : ‘ It is not my province to 
seek the cause for or to trace tho origiu of tho illicit 
drinking ostablialmicnts in Cardiff. If the cause bo a 
too lavish or too arbitrary limitation of the time during 
which liquor may bo obtained legitimately ou licensed 
promises, the legislature may so relax tho law ns to 
remove the temptation to resort to unlicensed premises. 
If the difficulties of suppressing the illicit traffic in 
alcohol at Cardiff are due to defects in tho law, which 
urn lie remedied without interfering with the conveni- 
ence, comfort or liberty of the people, it is to be hoped 
that in tlio interests of good order, and for the removal 
of a public scnndal, a remedy may lie found and applied. 
It is not for me to propose a remedy, but to state what 
is proved by daily proceedings in this court, that on the 
clay when licensed houses are closed there is n demand by a 
large section of tho community for intoxicating liquor, 
and that durnnnd is supplied at clubs and shebeens.' ” 
That is your experience of Snnday olosing in Ireland, is 
it P— We have no shobeons in Kilkenny. 

63.663. lint clubs ? — Clubs started up since that, It 
is a very remarkable fact ; they wore not in existence 
before tho Sunday closing. It is really a means by 
which a man can get drink ou Sunday. 

<13,664. Havo you found in yonr experience that people 
purchase larger quantities on a Saturday night, and take 
it homo and consume it on Snndny, than they would if 


03,606. With reference to what you have said about Clubs and 
clubs in Kilkenny, you sny they followed Sunday Sunday 
closing p— Yes. closing. 

G3,607. Is there a single club in existence iu Kilkenny 
that was started during the first eight years of Sunday 
closing ? —There is. 

63.668. Will yon name it ? — Tho County Club. 

63.669. That was iu existence before Snnday closing P 
-The Working Men’s Club. 

63.670. Which one ? — It is called the Working Men’s 
Club. 

68.671. When was that started? — I think that wns 
started subsequent to the Sunday closing. 

03.672. Was it started within eight years after it? — 

That I could not tell you. 

63,073. Can yon name one that wns P — I know that 
before the Snnday closing those clubs did not exist, 

63,674. My point is that for eight years afterwards 
they did not ?— W ell, they exist at present, 

63,075. Just so. If it were Sunday olosing that pro- 
duced the clubs, it would have produced them within 
eight years F— It is possible. 

63.676, Are you aware that there has been a greater 
increase in clubs in England during the last 10 or 12 
years than *in Ireland? — Tho population is so much 
greater, I should not be surprised. 

63.677, But there has been a groat iucreaso iu tho 
clubs ?— Yes. 

63.678, It shows that there has beeu a movement to 
open clubs, altogether apart from Sunday olosing, docs 
not it ? — But I think that these clubs would not have 
been opened bnt for the Sunday olosing. 

63,079. You cannot name one that was opened within 
eight yours ?— Well, they are in existence now. 

63.680. Just so. They were open a considerable time 
after Sunday closing, which indicates that they were 
traceable to another cause, does uot it ? — It is possible, 
but I do not think so. Tho impression left ou my mind 
was, here is a fact established ihnt they arc open sinco 
that. 

63.681. (Mr. Caine.) Havo yon any evidence to show 
that those olnbs were started to provide for Sunday 
consumption ? — I have no evidence to show that. 

G3.682. They arc open ou week-days os well, are not 
they ? — They arc. 

G3,683. (Mr. Whittaker.) With refereuco to ropoated Convic- 
convietions, yon seem to desire to minimise the number tton9 for 
oi' convictions for drunkenness by convoying tho im- drunken- 
presaion that the number was very much increased by ness iu 
persons who arc frequently convicted ?— Yes. Kilkenny. 

63.684. Are yon aware that seven out of eight of the 
cases of persons convicted in tho yenr for the city and 
county of Kilkenny are not convicted more than twice ? 

- -I do not know anything of the county. I can give no 
opinion abouttlie county. 

63.685. Seven out of eight in the whole county and 
city together are persons not convicted more than twice ? 

That might apply to the county, but I do not think it 

would to the city. You are taking in a very much larger 
area. You arc neutralising the point thut I have made 
by embracing the county as well ns the city. I do not 
know that there are many habitual drunkards in the 
county, but I consider there are a good number in tho 
city. 

63.686. Do they get arrested frequently ? — There are 
some cases I know that spend nearly their whole lives 
betweeii the prison and drunkenness. 

68.687. How often do you think they get arrestod in 
the vear — the worst ones ? — The worst olios, I suppose, 
would get arrested oight times in the year. 
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Dr. J. 63,688. How many of them P— There are three or four 
Hackcit. certainly, without referring to the clues of abandoned 
women. 

17 May' 98 63,689. That would be 24 cases?— I gave you the 

statistics of Mr. Higgin, which were given before the 

Commission. Ha was then mayor of the city, and he 
stated there were 22 habitual drunkards. 

63,090. How often were they arrested? — He said that 
27 of them were arrested between three and five times, 
and the balance were arrested between five and ten 
times. 

63,691. You have about the same proportion as in the 
county, and the figures come out there that seven out of 
eight of the total arrests are only arrested once or twice 
at tho most. That does not seem to bear out your 
contention docs it P— If you say the proportion is the 
same, it does not bear out my contention. 

Number of G8.692. Yon think there are not too many public- 
jmblio houses in Kilkenny ? — I think there are a great number. 
Iiousos not 68,693. But there are not too many, I think you said? 
ceM ve ' — I do not think there are too many. 

63.694. Yon have 1 for every 100 persons? — So I 
understand. 

63.695. You are probably aware that Mr. Oonsidine 
said there were double as many ns there ought to be ? — 

I understood that he said that. 

63.696. Kilty per cent, of them were unnecessary. 
You are aware' that he said that ? — I lay more importance 
ou their supplying good drink than the number of 
them. 

63.697. You would admit, T suppose, that he is in a 
position to form an opinion as to whether these houses 
are necessary or not J — He may form an opinion that 
other people would not form. 

63.698. But lie has good opportunities of forming an 
opinion ? — Yes. 

Prevalence 63,699. You tell us the condition from a temperance 
of drunken- point of view, or non-drinking point of view, is improving 
ness in very much in Kilkenny P— W e consider it is. 

Kilkenny. 03,700. Are you aware of what Mr. Considino said ? 
—No. 

63.701. Do you agree with this. Tho Chairman asked 
tho question: “Do you observe nuy change in the 
“ drunkenness the Inst few years, either in the county 
“or the city?” Mr. Considino answerered : ‘There is 
“ practically no change so far as I can detect; if there 
“ was any change at all, it would l>e a decrease of 
“ drunkenness; all the same, there is a vast amount of 
“ drunkenness.” That does not seem to indicate very 
much improvement, does it P — There is a decrease. 

63.702. Be thinks there is a decrease, but still a vast 
amount of drunkenness. You do not agree with that ? 
— My impression is that there is a decrease. 

63.703. Do you agree there is a vast amount of 
drunkenness F — There is a considerable amount. 

63.704. With reference to the dwellings; if a man 
spends on drink more than would pay the rent of a 
decent house, and as the result lives in a miserable 
insanitary place, is it reasonable to say that liis drunken- 
ness is the result of liis living in that miserable hole P — 

I consider they react one upon the other. 

63.705. If he spends what he would pay for a decent 
house on drink, that is the first cause P — If you put a 
well-disposed man in insanitary surroundings he will 
gravitate towards drink from the very fact of living in 
those surroundings. 

63.706. Will not a well-disposed man, who does not 
spend his money on drink, avoid insanitary surround- 
ings by having a dcceut house? — It is very likely he 

Position of 63,707. (Mr. Roberta.) Your experience is based upon 
witness. your residence in Kilkenny P — Yes. 

63,708. And you do not even desire to speak of the 
county ? — No ; my practice is confined in a great 
measure, excepting tho consulting practice, to the city. 

G3,709. Your views are really based upon your obser- 
vation of the town P — Yes. 

63.710. You do not speak for Ireland in any way? — I 
do not. 

03.711. You have been asked a question about Cardiff. 
You know nothing about tho operation of the Welsh 
Sunday Closing Act, do you ?— I heard something about 


it, about a great many bogus clubs being established Dr. J. i 
subsequent to Sunday closing. Backtii. I f 

63.71 2. You have not r ead the evidence on that point ? — 

— No, I have no personal knowledge of it. 

63.713. I suppose you are aware that a Bill hns often 
been introduced into the House of Commons dealing 
with the alleged flaws in the Sunday Closing Act, but it 
has not been passed ? — I am not aware. 

63.714. (Mr. Hyaloju) In jour official capacity as 
coroner, there can be no doubt as to the answer you 
gave with regard to the cases that come under your 
notice, that a very small number are directly traceable 
to drink? — That is exactly my experience. 

03.715. You are also of opiuioir that any further Early 
legislative restrictions upon the curtailment of hours closings 
during Saturday, and tlio total closing of houses on 10 ou 
Sundays, would not improve the condition of the people ordinary 
to the extent that is generally supposed? — I do not nigbti.' 
think it would. I must qualify that answer by saying 

that there is very little business done after 10 o’clock 
at night on the ordinary working days in Kilkenny, 
and I think that, considering the employes, it is a 
cruelty that they should remain up aud the houses 
open nfter 1 0 o’clock when there is no business done. 

I think if the houses were closed at 10 ou the ordinary 
nights it would be a great relief to the people employed 
in those houses. 

G3.71G. Hns it been the custom of the working classes 
to do their shopping on Saturday nights ? — It has been 
for a number of years ; lienee I think it would be a 
hardship to close earlier on Saturday nights. 

63.717. You have no knowledge how these figures Drink sal 
which you have given with regard to inquests would poverty, 
apply to criminals; whether the great proportion of & c. 
persons charged before the police courts is traceable to 
drink ? — I have no figures to give in that connection. 

63.718. I see that you are medical officer for the 
union workhouse ?— Yes. 

63.719. Yon will have some experience there. Of 
tho paupers in that house what proportion do you think 
is directly traceable to drink ? — There are some coses 
directly traceable to drink, but not a great number. 

63.720. You have never modo any test of the question ? 

— I have not, but it is from my own observation. 

63.721. It is frequently stntcd that from 70 to 80 per 
cent, of them are due directly to drink. That would 
not be your experience ? — I do not think lattorly so. 

There were a greater number in years gono by. 

63.722. With regard to these clubs there can bo no Clubs, 
doubt about this, that in 1870 there were no working 
men’s clubs in Kilkenny ?— None, as well os I remember. 

63.723. And now since 1870 you have an increase of 
these clubs up to six? — I think six is the correct 
number. 

63.724. May I ask if they are permitted to keep open 
duriug the whole of Sunday ?— They are. 

63.725. And they all supply drink ? — Fonr of them do. 

63.726. And two do not P — Two do not. 

63.727. What are they? — One is a dramatic club and 
the other is a labourers’ club. They have no bar. They 
have a bagatelle room and newspapers, and they have 
no drink. 

63.728. Then we are to understand that in those two 
clubs no drink whatever is supplied P— None. 

63.729. (Mr. Wcdlcer.) One question as to the Exemptko 
exemption orders for fairs. Yon say the chief cause of orders, 
complaint is that the licensed houses do not supply 

food ? — In those houses. 

63.730. At what time are they open ? — I think 4 o’clock 
in the morning, as well as I remember. 

68.731. How far, ns a rule, do tho men travel that 
frequent those fairs. They bring cattle, I presume P— 

They bring cattle. I daresay, from a radius of 12 miles. 

I sometimes see them coming in the night previously, 
the men who come a greater distance than that. They 
certainly drive their cattle to a fair to my own knowledge 
from a radius of 8 miles round, tho morning of the 
fair, starting about 12 o'clock the night before. 

63.732. Ib it not the custom of these mon to provide 
themselves with food to carry with them P— They do not 
as a rule. 

63,788. Thoy do sometimes P— Very few of thorn do. 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 

Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 


MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. 


277 


68,734. Ib not it a general rule for workmen, when 
t , heyi ? e J°* ng °. nt *° 10 take their food with 

them ?— 1 Those going to fairs do no not m a matt™- 


63,786. Would not it be considered an improvident 
act. on the part of the man gomg to travel aU night, to 
take nothing mi the way of refreshment ? — I think it is a 
very foolish act and still more foolish when the first 
tlnng they do is to dr.uk a glass of very bad whisky the 
first thing in the morning, which they do in these 
exemption houses. 

hail a very hurt! night’s work, and they have to go a long 
tedious, slow jonmey, and the first thing tliev do 
rule, is to dnnk the whisky. ' 


63,787. Is it not right to nssnme that the fault lies 
itl> the men entu-ely . J — Yes. 


with the 

63.788 Wliy should not they provide themselves with 
fond to tako with them during the hours of the night ? 
-If they had common sense they would, I presume 


e they would, I presume. 

68 739. Have you any practical knowledge of the 
spirit trade, the trade m afcohol P-I have no practical 
knowledge of it. 


08,740. Then yon do not presume to be a judge of the 
character nnd naturo of alcohol ?— I do I enn form a 
very good estimate of the character of it. 


68,741. That is, I suppose, from consuming it occa- 
sionally?— Y* 6 


3,742. You have spoken of adulteration, as manv 
nesses preceding you have spoken of adulteration ; 
what do you mean by it? On what basis is vour 
information P— From inquiry I find that, as far as I cau 
make out, it is young whisky diluted with water which 
is sold, anil which makes a great many of the people 
who drink it very violent and noisy. 

03.743. (Lean Dickinson) Not the water?— Not the 
water, no ; it is the young spirit. 

03.744. (Mr. Walker.) Do you call young spirit 
ndnltorated spirit i — I do not soy it is adulterated I 
dal not mie the word adulterated, but I consider it the 


08,745. Have you any reason to believe that German 
potato or woo spirit is used very mucli ?— I have hoard 
that it is so. 


Q3,74(). Have yon heard, also, that immense quantities 
of this spirit are imported into this country ?— I have 
hoard that. 


63,747. And that in itself i 
objectionable spirit?— It is 


a very coarse, crude. 


08,748. (Mr. Yonna.) It is not imported into Ireland? 
-I have hoard that it is imported into Ireland. 


jW9. (MV. Walker) You have also heard, probably, 
that tins Gorman spirit is not so good to consume os 
whisky produced from English malt ?— It is not. 


63,750. You were asked just now whether, in speak- 
ing of tho moral condition of Kilkenny, you did not 
speak for Ireland generally. I presume you are an 
Irishman?— I am, and I confine myself to my own 
personal belief as much as possible. 


03,751. Still you know something of your o' 

by?— I do. 


-3,752. Tho evidonco you have given us here, nnd the 
knowledge you state yon possess, would have n colourable 
reference, or shadowy reference to the whole of Ireland, 
would not it ? — I daresay it would. 


63,753. As to these cheap dwellings for the poor, I 
think I gather from yonr evidenco that the chief cause 
of the demoralisation of the poor in Kilkenny is bad 
sanitation nnd bad places to live in ? — Where those 
conditions exist I have found the most drunkenness. 


3,754. Is thnt tho condition of Kilkenny P— I say 
where those houses exist in Kilkonuy, in those quarters 
I have always fouud the people more demoralised and 
more drunken. 


08,755. If it were possible by some means to afford 
the whole of the poor people of Kilkenny, or any other 
town in Ireland. cheap, olenn, and good sanitary dwellings, 
m yonr opinion that wonld in a groat measure improve 
tho moral condition of the people ?— That, with other 
conditions added. 


63,756. Would that in itself do so? — That in itself 
would tend in the right direction, to moke them more 
temperate. 


>3,757. (Dean Dickinson) How long do you think it 
would take a docent house to be convorfced into a house 


of au opposite character by being inhabited by r 
drunkard ? To put it shortly : which do you think i E 


shortly : which do you think is 
, the tene- 


more important, to improve the tenants 
menfe ? —I think if you pat a fairly temperate man into 


bad looality with bad surroundings, he will very soon 
~>ccome an intemperate man. 

63.758. Yon said where the dwellings are worse the 
drunkenness is most, and it is just ns true to say the 
converse P — They very often go together. 

63.759. Do yon think it would be for- tho benefit of 
the working classes in Kilkenny, or anywhere else, that 
all shops where necessaries of life arc supplied should 
be open for the greater part of Sunday ? — I do not. 


*,760. That the working men should be free to buy 
necessaries of life whenever they wanted them on 
Sundays ? — I think if they were open for a limited time 
it would be better. 


63.761. All shops P — No, not all shops. 

63.762. Why should there he a special exemption 
n-om the usual law which closes places of business on 
Sunday in the interest of the working classes and em- 
ployes? Why Bhould there be a special privilege 
extended to liquor sellers ?— Because I think thnt men 
who are inclined to drink will, by any means, uo matter 
what the law provides, get drink, and I think it is a 

E deal better for them to get it openly and above 
1 than by running the risk of having afterwards to 
oommit perjury. 

63,763. Would a larger number of people get drunk 
if the public-houses were closed ? If the opportunities 
of getting it opeuly were taken away, you think a larger 
number might get it secretly. My question is, would 
a larger number of people, on the whole, get drunk on 

Sundays, if thore were no facilities for getting drink P 

I think the larger number would get it if there were 
facilities for getting it. 

63,764. Of course, secrecy might be increased, but 
the amount of drinking would not be increased by 
diminishing the facilities. Do not you think, so far os 
yon have any experience of clubs (but you only have 
experience of four), that besides Sunday closing, there 
is a distinct motive for the establishment of such oluba ; 
first, to escape from the restriction of hours ; secondly, 
to escape from police supervision ; and tliirdly, to 
escape from the necessity of paying license duty. Are 
not those sufficient motives for the establishment of 
clubs apart from Sunday closing?— No doubt it is a 
remarkable thing that tlieso olubs did not exist until 
Sunday closing was established. 

63,765. The first-mentioned did not come into 
existence till eight years after Sunday closing. You 
would not say, if a man got scarlatina after being in a 
honso eight years, it was due to infection ?— I do not 
think tlris is on analogous case. 

63,766. As to late shopping in Kilkenny and elsewhere. 
Does not the necessity for poor women going late 
shopping or marketing on Saturday night, arise from the 
fact that they wait for the off-chance of their husbands 
bringing any wages, or anytliing for the home, to them 
from the public-house?— I do not think so. My im- 
pression is that they make a sort of pleasure of the 
business of shopping on Saturday evening. 

G3,767. My experience of Dublin is that poor women 
hove to wait for the ohance of finding a few pence in 

their husbands' pockets after they come home? That 

would not hold so much in Kilkenny, I think, because 
the principal employers in Kilkenny pay their wages on 
Friday. Some of the principal employers pay the wages 
at 2 o'clock on Saturday. 

63,768. Mr. Whittaker brought out the fact that the 
proportion of public-houses to population is 1 to 100. 
Do not you think it would be fair to deduct 40 from that 
100 on account of the children and women who do not 
frequent public-houses, and that would give 1 to ovary 
50 or 60?— My idea is to improve the commodities 
applied. 


63,769. Apart from that, it leaves the actual propor- 
tion of public-houses to the public-house frequenting or 
drinkbig people at 1 to about 50 ?— Yos ; I do not think 
it mokes so much difference. I think if a man wonts to 
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/>. j_ get drink, no matter wlinfc the proportion of the public- 
Ifackeii. house* in tlie city is, it will not make a bit of 
difference. 

17 May '98 03,770. It touches the question as to the unnecessary 

number of public-houses in proportion to the popula- 
tion You would not say that bakers’ shops or tailors’ 
shops should be iniinitely multiplied ? — No ; but I do 
not think those shops would exist unless they were 
supported. They must each and every one of them get 
a certain amount of custom. They must ariBc from the 
necessity of the demand for them. 

63,771. In the case of drink, ' does not the supply 
rather tond to encourage the demand ? — If they sup. 

The wituof 


plied proper drink and proper goods to the people Dr.j. 
it is very immaterial then what number there are. Hnchtr.. 

63,772. (Sir Ab/enion Went.) Supposing I were to 8nmZi ; , 
summarise the evidence which yon have given to this 
Commission, as the result of long experience, should I 
do it fairly by saying that there is, in your opinion, no 
diminution in public-houses necessary, and no diminu- 
tion in hours accessary ; that drunkenness has not 
increased in Kilkenny : and that the only recommenda- 
tion you have to make to tko Commission is that the State 
should insist upon bad whisky being kept in bond for 
three years. Would that be a fair summary of the 
evidence ?— It would bo. 

i withdrew. 


Mr. W. Wilkinson 


Mr. TP. 68,773. (Chairman.) Yon aro Secretary of the Irish 
Wilkinson. Temperance League ? — I am. 

"77“ 63,771. You were a member of the executive, and 

Position of afterwards yon became their Secretory ?— Yes, after an 
witness. interval . 

63.775. You therefore have had considerable experi- 
ence of the licensing question and of the licensing 
courts?— Yes, I have attended them for' nearly 20 
years. 

63.776. In what counties especially or in what towns P 
— Belfast and Cork more especially. 

63.777. Yon have generally appeared there, I suppose, 
opposing the licenses that were proposed to be granted ? 

— Yes, usually that was so. 

Complex- 63.77S. What is your opinion, speaking generally, 
ity of Irish of the Irish licensing laws ? — Judging by my own 
licensing personal experience, nud by the number of letters 

law. which I receive from magistrates and those who are 

interested in the question, they are most complex, 

, exceedingly difficult of understanding, and the reading 

of the text may not convey what the court will hold in 
regard to the law. In almost every section it is 
necessary to know what the courts have held the mean- 
ing of the section is. 

08.779. Then I suppose we may take it, the want of 
uniformity which we have heard of, in tlie decisions of 
some courts may be partly owing to the fact that it iB 
very difficult to interpret the law which they administer P 
—Quite so. With your permission I would like to 
mention one particular section which has placed the 
police at a very groat disadvantage. It is the 35 & 30 
Viet. c. 94. s. 78, and it rends: “Notwithstanding 
“ tlie provisions of section 43 of the Act passed iu 
“ the session of Parliament held in the 23rd and 24th 
“ years of the reign of Her present Majesty, chapter 
“ one bundled and seven, it shall not bo lawful far any 
‘ 1 person to sell or expose for sale, or to open or keep 
“ open any premises lot the sale of intoxicating liquors 
“ on Sunday”; and so on. The point is this: that 
magistrates have convicted under that section ; the 
publican lias appealed, and in the hands of olever counsel 
he lias got a decision, for instance, that it was necessary 
for the magistrates to say whether tlie person laid sold, 
whether he had exposed for sale, whether he had opened 
or whether- ho had kept open. Of course, it is almost 
impossible for a policeman, if he comes ton public-house 
and finds it open at 11'30, to say whether tho lionso was 
dosed at 11 and open five minutes afterwards, or was 
kept open all the time. 

63.780. As a matter of fact, have there been con- 
flicting decisions based upon tlie interpretation of that 
statute P — There have, and that encourages litigation, 
because in the case of every decision in tho petty 
sessions court, if the publican or his solicitor think there 
is any possible chance, he goes to the superior court, 
and therefore the magistrates are afraid to convict unless 
the matter is very dear and very distinct. 

63.781. You have known cases in your own experienco 
in which tho statute has been a ilebateable matter ? — 
Yes, it was specially brought under my notice iu con- 
nection with a case in Douglas Petty Sessions Court in 
County Cork. 

The stu- 63,782. Then not only do yon think tho licensing 
lutes badly Acts are complex, but the Acts themselves are so 
drawn. indifferently drawn, that they give rise to varying 
decisions in the superior courts. Would that be too 


led in and examined. 

strong a statement r — No, it would not. I think the draw- Hr. IT 
iug, if I may be allowed to say so, is very bad indeed in to'ui 
many instances, and perhaps I might be allowed to add. — 
that that has been the opinion expressed to me by 
many solicitors and barristers. 

63.783. As to the renewal of licenses, do you consider No fcui- 
that tho public generally linve or have not facilities for titles it 
opposing in tho courts P — Thoy have practically no oppose/ 
facilities, and, of course, I think it is quite natural they rank 
should have, seeing they are allowed to have facilities 

in opposing the first grant, and that tlie licensing laws 
recognise mat the public — the inhabitants of the distric t 
— are interested in the question. 

63.784. Have you ever tried a case in Cork of opposing 
a renewal of a publican’s license ? — Yes, we have. 

63.785. What was the ground on wliioh your opposi- Initaav 
tion was based P — I might profane my answer to that co. Con. 
question by saying that we had a polico court missionary 

who sent ns in regularly ©very week a brief account of 
tho different cases that were brought before tho court ; 
that is, cases connected with the licensing laws, first of 
drunkenness, and thou prosecutions against tho license- 
holders. On looking over these, our Cork committee 
said that we ought to take some very strong notion, for 
they considered it was scandalous that so many peopio 
should be fined for being drank, lint so low prosccnlod 
for supplying the drink, and so many even of those who 
had been prosecuted not convicted, and thou when tho 
year came round the magistrates certified that these 
premises had boon conducted in a peaceable and orderly 
manner, although the police swore to tho contrary. We 
therefore employed counsel and served notices on every 
publican who had been convictod during the provions 
12 months. Wo intimated to tho polico authorities that 
wo intended doing this, because wo always tliinlc it fair 
to let them know any public action we aro taking, and 
they also opposed these, but tho ground upon which 
they opposed was that the magistrates at tlie previous 
annual licensing sessions hail instructed them to bring 
all these cases up. It was not in consequence of any 
action of ours that tho polioo did it. The ease came on. 
and Mr. Adams, Q.O., who is now county conrt jndgo of 
Limerick, was brought down specially from Dublin 
against ns, and tho conrt ruled that we had no authority 
to serve notices under the Licensing Act. We were 
perfectly aware we had no power to bring the publican 
into court, and that that could only ho done by the 
police, or by tlie justices. We had served tho notice 
more as a matter- of courtesy than otherwise. 

63.786. Did the court go so far as to say yon had no 
hew standi before them? — Praotically that is what it 
came to. Thoy would not receive our evidence. 

66.787. Yon employed eminent counsel, you say?— 

We employed counsel. 

63.788. Was there counsol on the other side? — Yes. 

Mr. Adams, Q.O., was on tho other side, who is now 
county court judge of Limerick. Ho appeared for the 
publicans. 

63.789. Counsel appeared on your side? — Yes, for 
those who had signed the notices objecting to tho 
renewal. 

03.790. Tho decision of tho magistrates was that you 
could not comply with tho law because you were not 
entitled to serve notices ? — Quite so, and the result was 
that, of course, those who had signed these papers were 
subjected to very great persecution for several weeks. 
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. j , /r . it. 03,791. Iu this owe tlio police we ou your side P— 

i'U: ifiBiMi". ■^ e8- 

— 63,792. Hod the polico not served the notices p— The 

police had served the notices, but all the applications 
were renewed. 

Vinrv 63,793. As the notices had been served, why were 
■riact in not you allowed to state yonrease in opposition" to the 
Viist. renewal? The notices had been served not by you but 
by tbe police ?— Practically it was owing to tiio com- 
position of the bench, and I will come to that later on 
'r lieu, ns a contrast to that, last year we opposed at the 
annual licensing sessions at Belfast on the 30th Sep- 
tember a number of renewals. We did not serve notice 
but the solicitor who appeared asked that his objection 
should be taken down and, if the parties were not 
represented in court, the sessions should be adjourned 
for the purpose of the magistrates' clerk bringing them 
into court and hearing our objection. It transpired in 
the course of the arguments that the police had served 
notice. 


r.IT 

has: 


Tie right 
Bciject 

A 


G3,794. As they had iu the Hist case ?— Yes, as they 
had in the Cork caso, but the police had not served 
what might be called legal notice, that is to say, they 
had called at these premises and told the different 
people tliat they were going to do this, and that they 
would serve notice upon them, but the applicants took 
advantage of the polico not having served legal notice, 
and said that the police had no right to appeal-. 

G3.793. That is a fair objection ?— Quite fair as a 
legal objeotion, but it was not a legal objection in this 
case, because some years ago it was held by the Court of 
Queen’s Bench, that if the person was in conrt, then 
though he hail not been asked to come he was before 
the court and the court had a right to deal with the 
case, and in this case every one of those who were being 
opposed wero represented in court by solicitor or by 
counsel 

G3,796. Tlio notices had been legally and formally 
served?— No. I hoard the district inspector say ho 
thought it was very shabby on the part of those people, 
because they had been a little informal simply. 

G3,797. Still it is ndvisable for the police to comply 
with the striot lotter of the law ? — Quite so. 

G3.798. Then you complain as the Law recognises the 
faot that tlio inhabitants of a district have a certain 
interest in the existence or non-existence of a public- 
houso, that there is no effect given to that right on tlio 
part of the public ? — Not in tho cane of renewals. 

03,799. How would you say tbo law recognised the 
right of tho inhabitants at present ?— Even in the case 
of renewals it is recognised that any pc iso n may in open 
court make objection, and that tho court “ may” — it is 
not “ must ” — but may then adjourn the sessions so as 
to briug tho person opposed before thorn by a letter 
from the clerk. 


G3,800. In those two coses you have mentioned in 
Bolfast and Cork, it would have been competent to tbe 
Conrt to say duo notices have not been served, but wo 
will adjourn the ease so as to enable notices to be 
served. Would that have been competent “—Quite 
competent, but tho difficulty is that in very few coses 
will you got a bench willing to do that, because even in 
this case iu Bolfnst we naked them to do that and they 
refused, but a fow minutes afterwords they adjourned 
a case, or ngreod to adjourn tho sessions, so that an 
applicant who could not be there or had not liis 
witnesses there, or something else, might bo heard at tho 
adjourned sessions, but they would not do that for us 
who were opposing. 

63,801. Might it not be said on the port of the 
magistrates that it was not for them to remedy a dofcct 
of legal procoduro on the part of tho police, and if they 
had chosen not to serve the proper notices tho cose fell 
to the ground P — Clearly so ; but that did not npply in 
our case, because we lind not the power of serving legal 
notions. 


63.802. I am talking of tho polico. You wish yon 
had power to serve notices ? — We do. We thinkit would 
be only right that we should. 

63.803. Would yon have it competent for anybody to 
servo uotiooa, or must it come through some constituted 
body 7—1 think it must be auy person who could sign 

, a legal notice. 

66,801. (I Iran UicMuon.) Where tlicro is a Wut 
'Qoeen’a >Ulni,L * u *ho caso of a renewal ut the present time any 
iay. person can appear and object, and they do not require 


to be an inhabitant of the parish or anything else. If Mr. IF. 
you do not mind I will give you an illustration of an Wilkinson. 

exact case. Some years ago Mr. T. W. Russell 

happened to be in a court, in the county Kildare I 17 May ’*>8 

think it was. They were renewing the Licenses. A — — 

case wa3 called ou and a man said in a very suspicions 

voico— “ All right. I am here.” Mr. Russell looked 

round and said — “Who is that?” to some one. He 

said — “Why, that is the fellow whose license has beou 

called.” “Oh,” says Mr. Russell “I object.” The 

presiding magistrate said Why ? ” “ Because he is 

not a fit person. He is drank — hero in court." The 

man was then brought into the box. and the renewal 

was refused. He appealed to tbe Court of Queen’s 

Bench, and they held that although ho had not 

been summoned, and though no notice had been 

served on him, the fact that he was in conrt was quite 

sufficient. Ho was before the court, and that was all 

that was necessary, and they refused to grant ln’m a 

license. 


63,805. I should have thought being iu Jlagranlo 
rlolicto was enough to justify the conrt in refusing him. 
Was ho drunk ? — He was drunk. 


63.806. The fact of his being in coart dispensed with 
the necessity of notice “--Quite so. I give that os an 
illustration. Tho court held that Mr. Russell was a 
good objector though he resided in Dublin, and this 
happened in the county Kildare. 

63.807. Yon think it should be competent for you ns 
representing your society— not saying it nt all offensively 
—to swoop down on a place and make your objection 
though you had no connection with the place locally ?— 
Quite so ; but not ns representing my society, only ns 
an individual. 


63.808. As an individual not connected with the place 8 
-Quite so. 

63.809. It would be competent for you living in Cork The right 
to go down to Belfast and object to a particular license to object 
being granted to you, not being a ratepayer or in any to reuen- 
way connected with Belfast ?— That is held by the court aU. 

as tlic reading of it — not ns representing nsocioty. It 
is not acknowledged that a society has any right to 
oppose. It must be the individual. 

63.810. (Mr. WhiUukar.) Yon wonld have to establish 
good ground for the objeotion when the caso came on P 
— Yes. All wc could do would be to ask tho magistrates 
to ndjonm so that they might hear the objeotion. 

63.811. ( Olmirmtm .) Y/hnt do you want, if I may put 
it in that way P Do yon want tho temperance league or 
the temperance society to be qualified to oppose in any 

f art of Ireland juBt as nn individual may P— Not at all. 

do not think it wonld be fair that it should be. I 
think it must be an individual, and, indeed, I have 
refused on many occasions when tho inhabitants have 
not had the moral courage to opposo thomsolvos to go 
down and take the uuts out of the fire for them. I said 
if there was no one in the placo who had the moral 
courage to oppose, I did not think a person from a 
distance was called on to do so. 

68,812. A little time ago you used the expression that 
you had a police court missionary ? — Yes. 

B3.813. Would ono of those missionaries be competent 
to appear and oppose?— Yes. He would bo an in- 
habitant. 


63.814. It wonld come to tbe same thing. Ho would 

bo one of your servants or ono of your ministers? Yes. 

63.815. And you could easily instruct him to oppose P 


63.816. You would lose nothing by not being com- 
petent to appear in your corporate capacity? — Wo 
should lose nothing, only I think it would appear 
invidious that a society should have tho right, although 
of course tho Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to 
Children and the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty 
to Animals do appear officially. Still I think it would 
be better not to mix us np. 

63.817. As to uniformity of procedure iu the Irish Varying 
courts, do yon consider there is lack of uniformity? procedure 
— A very great lack. I do not think it is necessary bus in Irish 

I have several newspaper cuttings here showing flagrant courts, 
cases in which the polico have opjrosed the renewal and 
yet the magistrates linvo granted tho renewal ; but I 
think perhaps yon have heard sufficient ou that. 


n:;,818. As to the application of an Act to Ireland, 
would one court hold the Act w:is applicable, and unotkor 
court hold that it was not applicable ? Has there been 
M m 4 


to the 1882 
Act in 
Belfast. 
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any case of that kind P — There ia a case -which I wish 
to direct special attention to. to show how we are handi- 
capped in the matter. In 1882 the Beer Dealers Amend- 
ment Act of Mr. Ritchie was passed, and in the Dublin 
court it was immediately acknowledged as extending 
to Ireland ; but it was not until 1894 that we were able 
to get the Belfast court to acknowledge that it extended 
to Irelnnd, and then only when the Lord Lieutenant 
was induced to send tlic following letter to the clerk of 
the court : — •* I aur directed by the Lord Lieutenant to 
“ inform you that His Excellency's attention has been 
“ called to certain cases in which beer dealers' licenses 
“ have been granted at Belfast otherwise than at the 
“ annual licensing petty sessions, contrary to the Beer 
“ Dealers Licenses Amenclmcut Act, 1882 — 45 and 46 
“ Viet, c. 34. His Excellency ia advised that this Act 
“ extends to Ireland, and that under it certificates for 
“ licenses for the sale of beer to be drunk off the 
" premises can only be gr anted at the general licensing 
" sessions and not at any other time.’' 

63.819. It was 12 yenrs before the Belfast licensing 
court recognised the application of that Act to Ireland ? 
—Yes. 

63.820. "What happened in the other parts of Ireland. 
Did they apply it ? — There were very few plnoes where 
there were any of these licenses. I have not the exact 
number. 

63.821. In Dublin?— In Dublin and Belfast there 
have been a large number, but in other parts of Ireland 
there were very few licenses taken out under the Act. 

63.822. The law was iu that state of uncertainty for 
12 years ? — Quite so, although we had been repeatedly 
drawing the attention of the different authorities to it, 
and it was only when I wrote simultaneous letters to 
Sir Andrew Reed, the Attorney-General, the Lord 
Chancellor, and the Lord Lientenant, and I got replies 
from all of them saying it did not belong to their 
department but it belonged to some other department. 

I wrote back to each oi them telling them that I had 
written to itU of them and they all said the same thing, 
and I hoped something would be done. 

63.823. Since your action am I to understand the 
certificates for the sale of beer off have not been granted 
in Belfast except at the annual licensing sessions P — 
Yes. 

63.824. In what year was that letter f — 1894. 

63.825. Then from 1894 to now vou have got into the 
legnl state of things r— Practically so. Two months 
after that an attempt was made to still carry out the old 
system, but the resident magistrate drew their attention 
to it, and then one of the solicitors who was applying 
said he did not wish to embarrass the court, but he 
wished it dearly established that they could not be 
granted because certain applicants that had come to him 
had said that if he could not get it for them, such and 
such a solicitor could get it for them. But it is now 
universally recognised. 

63,820. "What is your experience of the law ub applic- 
able to spirit grocers ?— The law with reference to spirit 
grocers is in a most unsatisfactory condition. 

63.827. Is the law unsatisfactory, or the existence of 
the licensed grocers unsatisfactory, in your opinion P — 
Both. 

63.828. Have they been increasing in Ireland ? — They 
have been increasing in Belfast very much. According 
to a return presented to the House of Commons on the 
2nd of February 1897, moved for by Mr. MacAleose, it 
appears that during the previous ten years 277 uew 
spirit grocer's’ licenses had boen granted, and to show 
that these could not possibly have been wanted, 44 of 
that number hod lapsed Then during the three years 
previous to February 1897 there had been 294 
prosecutions. 

63.829. In Belfast alone P — In Belfast alone. 

68.830. Against the spirit grocers ? — Yes, against the 
spirit grocers, but iu those cases there had only been 
166 convictions obtainod by the police though there had 
been 294 prosecutions. 

63.831. Was that small percentage of convictions 
owing to the weakness of the cases ?— Not at all iu my 
opinion. It. was quite a usual thing to hear a solicitor 
say when the case was coming up, “Ah, we must keep 
this on awhile; this is a bad bench,’’ or to hear' the 
police saying, and you would hear them saying quite 
openly in court. " Air, we shall not got any convictions 
to-day,” owing to the constitution of the court. Of 
course one can draw their inferences from it, and indeed, 


looking down reports of cases in the police court, when Hr. re- 
yon sec who wns there on a particular day, you could HVlhv. 

almost tell what the decisions would be. ' 

63,832. Who do you think should be the court in the 
case of licensing prosecutions? — The resident magis- 
trates. 

63,838. And the Recorder iu Belfast ? — The Recorder 
I think, should deal with the granting of all licenses, but 
it would multiply his duties too much to try prosecu- 
tions for breaches of the licensing laws, and I tluuk the 
resident magistrates would be quite capable. There 
are two resident magistrates iu Belfast, and it would be 
quite easy to arrange, say for a special time for hearing 
licensing cases, and the two resident magistrates might 
sit then. 

63.834. You would not make the Bame mau deal with 
the granting of licenses and then attend to cases of the 
prosecution of offences against the law ? — I think not. 

63.835. Yon would introduce the resident magistrate ? The lut 

—On that point, for dealing with offences against the lo spirt 
licensing law. Then, on the other bond, I would say grown, ! 
these licenses are much too easily granted and too easily 1 

obtained. Tho decision in the Marshall case has led to 
a very great evil, and to show the very anomalous 
position iu which it is situated, there were four judges 
in the Court of Queen’s Bench. Three of them hold 
for tho same interpretation, to put it roughly, of the 
suitability of premises in the Spirit Grocers Act os iu 
the other portions of the Licensing Acts where it applies 
to publicans. One judge held for the more restricted 
interpretation of it, practically that it should only apply 
to the suitability of the premises for the purpose of sale 
— the structure. It then went to the Court of Appeal, and 
three judges held with the one in the Court of Queen’s 
Bench, and one held with the three. So that eight 
judges have heard the case. There havo been four on 
one side and four on the other, and 1 think it a most 
invidious thing that the Government should have left it 
in that position and not have taken it to a higher 
Court. 

63,886. I suppose it will be taken P — I understand 
not. 

63.837. Then at present the only conditions are the 
suitability and character? — Suitability of premises as 
premises, nothing to do with surroundings. 

63.838. Not as to the requirements of the neighbour- 
hood ?— Not ab to the requirements of tho neighbour- 
hood. 

63.839. What is the attitude of tho clergy towards 
these spirit grocers ? — The clergy object to them very 
much— that iR the clergy of all deiiomimitions, I would 
say that there is a renl alarm amongst tho people, and 
yesterday I happened to he in the lobby of tho House 
of Commons, and two leading officials from Belfast 
holding responsible positions came and spoke to me, 
and said : “ You ore going to give evidence to-morrow ; 

“ we hope yon are going to toll everything you con 
“ against those spirit grocers, they are such a curse to 
“ the community.’’ Nothing could be stronger than 
the language that is used by everybody. 

63,8-10. Were these clergy ? — No, these were officials. 

63.841. {Mr. Grinling.) Will you say what officials 
they were? — I will ; only I would rather not give 
names. 

63.842. Weve they police or not ? — I will tell you who 
they were, and their names, but I think they should not 
be put on the notes. 

63.843. [Chairman.) What is their position or what 
office do they hold?— I do not suppose they would 
object, only I think it would bo as well that they should 
not be subject to any annoyance. 

63.844. [Mr. Young.) Were they government officials? 

— The one wns the clerk of petty sessions and the other 
the town clerk, but if you ao not object I would rather 
their names were not put on the notes. 

63.845. [Chairman.) Tho opinion they stated to you 
yesterday in the lobby of the House of Commons is, I 
understand, confirmed by the expressed opinion of the 
Bishop P — Yes, I would like to give you that ; but I will 
tell you why I do not like to put their names on the 
minutes. It is because I will not give the opinions of 
any one unless I have asked their permission — unless it 
is something taken from a printed document — and I have 
asked their permission to mention their names. 

63.846. We will take it from yon that two gentlemen 
in the official positions yon hnvc described did express 
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ik that opinion to you yesterday?— Yes. Then in 1898 Belfast 
Mkiiuon. the most Eevereud Dr. M'Alhster, tho Bom an Catholic tion has 
Bishop of Down and Connor, in his Lenten pastoral 
said: “A new and, in my opinion, a very dangerous 


than there were in 1873, although t he popula- Mr. tV. 
— teased, I suppose inside the old nrea where Wilkinson. 

that would apply, to perhaps 150,000. 

"source of temptation is being developed in thondtil ® 3 > 8G *' Tl ? 0 Ree f’ff ler , hn f. frequently, I understand 11 ^7 ^ 
*• plication of spirit grocers’ licenses. I refer to i? faaaJ ?. P u ' jh f a “ s J* 001 "* 0 - r “ that ca8e . w >\ at 

“ intemperance among women uiid girls, and to family ‘ T ? e tljun alm08t lOTambly 

“ drinking, one of the worst species of intemperance Pi e 01 a 8 P int gi'ocer s liocnBe. 


‘ and hardest to eradicate.’ 


1,862. And invariably gets it?- 
There is no power to refuse it. 


-Invariably gets it. 


63.847. Dr. M’Allister is not Bishop now? — No, he 

is dead, but that was in his issued pastoral, and I may 63,863. Except on the ground of character P — Except 
say that in conversation with tho most Rev. Dr. Heury, character. Then a few months afterwards, or at the 
ho has endorsed that most emphatically. next annual licensing sessions, under the now regu- 

63.848. (Mr. Grinling.) What would be the dnte of J&. l‘, e Qppli ? f ora bc *f ratI “ le 1 r ' B 

that expression of opinion P-The Lenten pastoral was f ] ab i°]!\ te Stf 


Lent. 


1893. That would be issued immediately before “*5?® that particular kind of license they generally 
t J say : He has a spirit grocer s license, what is the use of 

"■-fusing this ? They do not always, but generally that 


63.819. (Mr. Yottu g.) Might I ask you if that is 
Dr. Henry's opinion, the presont Bishop’s opinion? — 
Yes. and he lins authorised me to say so. I have had 
conversations with liim before, but I did not like to use 
it without his authority, and lie gave me his opinion on 
that and some other matters and said I could use it. 
He authorised me to do so. I have some other extracts 
here from the last Lenten pastorals of the different 
Bishops with reference to intemperance and so on. 


the line that is taken. 

63.864. So that they add on to the spirit grocer's Jlcer re- 
license a beer retailer’s license ? — They ao. I should tatlcr's 
say it is tho experience of the police, and the experience usually 
of those who are living in the poorer districts whero added to 
these are granted, that unless the applicant can get spirit 
the beer license, the spirit grocer's license is of com- grocer’s 
paratively little value to him. 

63.865. They have the power under Mr. Ritchie’s Act 
to refuse the beer license ? —They have, but they very 
seldom do. 




63,850. ( Oliainnan .) To the same effect? — Yes ; 
some very strong indeed, and also with reference to 
drunkenness generally. 

Seated 63,851. Should you like to see then tho control of 


63,866. But if tho consequence of refusing the beer 
license is to make the spirit grocer’s liceuso of no value. 


auts should have the same right to oppose an application 
as they have with reference to applications for publicans’ 
licenses, and that tho authority to grant them should 
bo the same as it is for publicans' licenses. 

63.852. Either the Recorder or the county court 
judge ? — Quite so. 

63.853. Is there any limitation now upon the valuo of 
those houses P — None whatever, practically. 

63.854. You would fix n minimum valuation for a 
spirit grocer ? — Yes ; I would fix a minimum valuation. 


with the magistrates, not with the Recorder. 

63,867. Yon say that the beer license gives the real Action of 
value to the house, and that without it the spirit nmgis- 
grocer’s license would not be of so much use. The trates as to 
magistrates can under Mr. Ritchie’s Act of 1882, in beer re- 
their fall discretion, refuse to grant a new license, and tailor’s 
my argumentative question was, if they can rofuse the license, 
beer license, and so take away the value of the spirit 
grocer’s license, why do not they do so? — I might 
perhaps just say what I heard at tlie last annual 


Ido not think that u spirit grocer’s license snonld bo %nmng sessions when I was present ; I heard a police 
granted unless to large respectable premises. ofl ‘ c «L and not m a whisper say, » All, well, it is very 

“ „„ , . . , . little use. This Bench will grant everything.’ 

63,855. You have no objection in principle to the e J b 

mixed trade?— Yes, I hnve, but I recognise that there 63,868. Hava yon ever known n case, for instance, 
arc now some poople who think that there should bo where the Recorder had refused the license to on exten- 
an opportunity of obtaining spirits so long ns they arc " in " nf 1 '“'’ »„,i «.-■» 


Bold otherwise than at the pnblic-liouse, and whilst I 
may have strong opinions, one lins, in malting recom- 
mendations at any into, to deal with things us they arc 
rather than ideals that they might wish. 

63.856. What would you raise the minimum valuation 
to P — I think 20?. in tho country and 30?. in Belfast and 
huge places of that kind. 

63.857. Speaking as a practical man, would yon con- 
sider that as an effect of that valuation you would sweep 

away a great number of the existing houses ? — Yes. I ^ 

forget the number, but I should say it would sweep for those particular premises, 
away seven-eighths of them. at the annual licensing sessions, 


he had thought undesirable, and the 
applicant lins then acted in tho way that thoso other 
applicants have done and got a spirit grocer’s license P — 
Yes. There was a case where the Recorder had refused 
on five different occasions to grant an extension of 
particular premises, because the original license was in 
a aide street. The premises that the applicant wished the 
license extended to — he had to apply for a now license, 
for it was more than doubling his premises — were in the 
front street ; he would then have been able to extond 
into tho front street, but the Recorder refused it per- 
sistently. He then applied for a spirit grocer’s license 
' " — ’ ' and then he, 

unanimously 


63,858. Do yon llm£k It Mould ta » leasiblo pkn ?_ Ho “ ,e - 

I do, and I think it would be equitable and right, 63,869. When the Recorder site in the court with the 
becauBo almost every one of these spirit grocers’ licenses county magistrates, what happens then?— We know 
that have boon granted, have been granted simply certain benches where the liceusos are pretty sure to be 
because they had to be, and not because any one thought granted, but at other quarter sessions they we not ; but 
they were required. The Recorder lias refused to grant us you heard from Judge Orr in the County Down, that 
public-house licenses for a very large number of them, is the worst place, for there will be as many as 76 
Then thoy apply for a spirit grocer's license, and on magistrates coming from all parts of the county, and 
getting it they go nnd take out what is termed a forced some residing outside the county, in fact some coming 
U cenge so far that they have to come the previous night. The 

.3,859. No. only would ' ft fC2 

ahiation to 20L, but yon w Patrick there were two dinner parties in one of the 

dMoretiou of the Recorder, even ttoogblho mlnotion id £ , , , f , ^ b , ^ di 

amount to 20?., to refuse the license r — I would. I have v 

here a map with all tho pnblic-honses and spirit grocers 63,870. In the county when the Recorder, sitting with 
in Belfast marked if any of the Commissioners would tho county jnstiocs, refused the license, the license was 
like to look at it, ’and they will Bee whether the city is obtained by the applicant from whom ? — I think that is 
supplied sufficiently with licenses. another case. 

63,860. What has been tho action of the Recorder in 63,871. We have dealt with the Recorder within the 

Belfast with reference to public-houses? Has he reduoed limits of the city, and his decision being overruled 

the number of public-houses in Belfast?— In 1873 I practically by the grant of spirit grocers’ licenses ; I 

.• di—i *-i — -»"■ .l-.iovmJno/llv now want to take tho Recorder into the county and 

moke him preside at the licensing court, sitting with the 
magistrates ? — There is a case outside tho former 


think public action was first taken very determinedly 
with reference to them, and persistent opposition to tho 
grant of new liconses has been kept up ever since, and 
although during that time many new licenses have been 
granted, there are no more public-house licenses in 


borough of Belfast, but that is inside the borough n 
where the Recorder had persistently refused to grant 


V 98-149. 
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Mr. IF. a publican's license, and the magistrates in petty sos- 
WiUiiisou. si ons granted him the spirit grocer's and beer retailor's 

licenses. It has boon transferred to other parties since. 

17 May '08 but still, the grocer's license and beer dealer’s license 

was granted. Even at the last quarter sessions held 

just a few days liefare the extension of the borough he 
applied agaiu and he was again refused the publican's 
license. Tlmt house has given a great deal of trouble to 
the police, aud I have it from the authorities, that they 
have hail to increase the number of police in the station, 
and yet they find it almost impossible to got a 
conviction. 

Drinkiug 63,872. It gives trouble to the police from the fact, 
near to that liquor is consumed on the promises ? — Consumed 
spirit on the premises and near the premises. There was one 
grocer's particular case whore an appeal was taken to the 
premise*. Recorder, the magistrates finding that beer had been 
consumed just close to the premises. This case jnst 
illustrates the great difficulty of interpreting * the 
Licensing Act. 

63.873. ( Mr . Young.) In what district was this case? — 
I have no objection to mentioning it! It was on the 
Lisburn Bond, the case of a license held by Donagliy, 
formerly granted to Campliell, close by the Reformatory 
and the level crossing of the railway. The Recorder 
held that although the manager was looking oat through 
the window and saw the men drinking, he not being the 
owner, the law was not broken. 

63.874. He not being the owner of the house? — Yes. 
The words ate these. Mr. M'Grnth, on behalf of the 
appellant, that is the licensee, submitted the case was 
one in wbiok privity and consent mentioned in the Act 
of 1872, should have been on tho part of the licensee 
and not on the part of the servant or assistant. Then 
His Honour Jndgo Fitzgibbon said : “There is no 
“ evidence that there was privity or consent on the part 
“ of the owner. This is a penal statute, and it must be 
“ by consent of the licensed person. No evidence luis 
“ been given that that wns bo. In my opinion the 
“ present case is not distinguishable from the cases set 
“ np by Mi - . McGrath. The decision was reversed. ” 

63,876. In whose name was the license made out in 
that case ? — At that time it was held by Donaghy. 


going home tho blinds were drawn down about 18 inches j/ r «• 
so as to hide the view of the interior from the tram, nnd ITiUia ! . 
they have been kept in that way ever since. 

63,882. In the case that was seen by the man on the 
top of tho tmm-ciu - , wbnt happened ? — Nothing, because 
be was not prepared to come forward as a witness, aud, 
therefore, the police could not proceed. All he was 
prepared to do was to give the iuformntion that such 
practices were going on. 

i!3,888. Ho might, if he had lilced. have come forward 
and sworn to it ? — Quite so, but there is a strong objec- 
tion, I find, in Ireland against being what they call nu 
informer. They do not like anything in the shape of 
that, but, I think, it bears out what one of tho resident 
magistrates said on one occasion in Belfast, that those 
spirit grocers’’ licenses wero practically obtained with 
the full intention and purpose of not adhering to the 
law. Ho stated that deliberately as his opinion from 
the bench. 


‘ Propen; 


63,877. If you supply liquor to bo consumed off the 
premises, and the men purchasing it take it off the 
promises, is it an offouco under the law of Ireland, on 
the part of the publican who sells the liquor, if the men 
take the liquor 10 yards off the promises and consume it 
there ? How is he to know if they go round the corner 
and consume it within 10 yards of tho house ? — I think 
it is quite reasonable that it should be proved that some 
one in his employment was privy to it, but 1 think that 
if an assistant supplied tho liquor and the man went 
back two or three times and got more liquor, and tho 
assistant looked out of the window and saw thorn 
drinking it outside, that the licensee should be held 
responsible for the not of his servant. 

Uesponsi- 68,878. Am I to take it to be the law now, that if a spirit 
bility for grocer’s assistant breaks the law to any degree or any 
acts of extent, because he is not the owner of the house there - 
servants. fore no penalty can be inflicted upon anybody P — I 
think, reading Judge Fitzgibbon’s judgment — and I 
must say ha is a very careful judge, and very particular 
in following precedents — ho lays it down here that this 
is a penal statute, and, I think, it must be only in cases 
where it brings about something very serious, aud where 
it is mentioned in n particular clause, a penalty can be 
inflicted. 

63.879. Would the assistant escape altogether? — 
Yes. 

63.880. Aud the owner would be free from any kind 
of charge ? — Quite so. In point of fact all the man who 
owns the premises has to do is to stay in the back 
kitchen and make the assistant do the business, and you 
cannot prove he is privy to it. 

Evasions of 63,881. You would like to see the law altered to mako 

law by any assistant throw the responsibility on the owner, 
spirit unless he had done it maliciously ? — Unless he did it 

grocers. maliciously, the owner should be held responsible if Iris 
assistant does it. In connoxion with that particular 
house, to show how the law is evaded, on one occasion 
n gentlemnn who was riding on the top of a tram post it 
saw the people inside drinking. He had this informa- 
tion convoyed to the police, and I may say it was 
conveyed throngh myself. That evening as he was 


63,88-1. Have you ever heard any complaint from y nl 
owners of property that the granting or renewal of .w, 
licenses interfered with the value of their property ?— ciaiciUi 
Yes. We havo had applications by owners of property tuv-tarv 
who had batches of houses in different parts of the pnlilie. 
city, and they have said : “ I hope now yon will offer boat. 

“ the greatest possible opposition to that application ; 

“ I have had eX| lerience of a public-house near some 
“ property at such nnd such a place, and if that license 
“ is granted it will make a veiy great loss to me.” 

63.885. Turning from the owner of the property to 
the occupiers of tho property, have you had any 
remonstrances from them as to the existence or continu- 
ance of a license in their neighbourhood ? — Often they 
have come to mo nnd begged me to try and get a licenso 
stopped ; that it had so deteriorated the district that if 
it were not stopped they would have to move from it. 

63.886. Do I understand you to say that the inhabit- Evident? 
ants collectively have no right of opposing before Ibo ns to ihr 
court? — No, aud I think that is hardly fair. At present wishes of 
a solicitor appears in court, and tlio dark will only take locality, 
down one name, although the solicitor may be instructed 

by 50 or 100, and in some cases by almost ovary 
inhabitant within a ratlins of 100 yards. Than Is no 
way of bringing that fact before tho court unless by 
bringing nil those people nnd putting one after the 
other into the box. I think that if n memorial issignod 
aud any person is prepared on oath to swear that those 
names nnd addresses are howl Jllr. aud that he has 
obtained them, that ought to lie ncceptod as legal 
evidence of the wishes of fclto locality with reference to 
whether tho license should he granted or not. 

63.887. I suppose, as n matter of fact, the solicitor 
can generally inform the bench if it is tho faot in a 
particular case that he does represent the whole, or a 
large percentage, of the population ? — Yes, but thou tho 
solicitor for tho applicant immediately jumps up and 
says: “ I object to this altogether ; this is not legal ; wo 
“ do not receive memorials here ; this is waste paper; 

“ put it under tho table.” 

63.888. Yon would wish legal sanction to be given to 
a memorial presented by a percentage or any number of 
parishioners ? — Yes, but I think it should bo presented 
ou oath. I do not think that an ordinary document 
with nobody to verify it should bo taken. 

63.889. Yon would have everybody who signed it 
come up to swear? — No. I think if one credible 
witness is prepared to swear he was a witness to the 
signing of those names that should bo sufficient. 

63.890. Signatures are easily obtainable ? — Yes, aud 
that is why I would guard it in some way, because I 
think it would be hardly fair to put in a long document 
without being verified. 

63.891. Before we go furthor I should like to ask yon Map of 
with reference to this map of Bolfast yon have handed Edits, 
in what are tho red dots along the sides of the streets P 

— They are licensed premises. 


63.893. Are they distinguished ? — They are not dis- 
tinguished. That is as they existed threo years ago. 

63.894. {Sir Algornon Wosl.) Then I see a few bine 
dots ? — Those will be wholesale mou. 

63.895. (Ohoirmwn.) I do not want to go over tho The 
some ground at all unnecessarily ns wo havo gono over 
with other witnesses, but. ns to tho Ur.ul Jule traveller tn,,f 
would yon like to raise the limit ? — I think the limit 
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ought to bo raised to six miles, and I would also suggest 
. that it would only bo a correct thing for the perron 
supplying the drink to the bond fule traveller for his 
own protection that the traveller should enter lu3 name 
and address in a book kept for the propose, the same as 
a visitor to an hotel enters liis name in a book. 

(13,898. There would bo a whole library of books 
collected in a short time, would there uot?— I do not 
think there would. X think it would so limit them 
that it would practically reduce it to the real bond J'ule 
traveller. 

83,897. In the c 


« of a favourite country resort, near 
a great capital, liow many people would go down on a 
Sunday ? Tako the neighbourhood of Birmingham in 
this country. The mass of people that come out of 
Birmingham on a Sunday could be numbered by 
thousands iu my own experience ?— I think there is no 
place near Belfast frequented so much ns Bangor, in 
the county Down, a seaport place. I do uot think tlmt, 
talcing exonrsiouists that go down there on a Sunday, 
there would, he more than 300 or 400 spread over all 
the houses in Bangor in the middle of the summer. I 
do uot think it would be au insuperable difficulty. 
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03,909. Y" on object, I gather from what you have said, 
to the spirit grocer combining his grocery or other trade 
with the sale of intoxicants Do you also object to the 
publican combining his publican’s trade with the sale 
of haberdashery and cutlery and other goods ? — I do, 
and perhaps, if you will allow me, I might mention that 
Inst night I got u telegram from the secretary of the 
Grocers’ Association in Belfast, in which they confirmed 
a conversation I had with them. I wrote to say that I 
never got anything in writing, and they wired mo that 
they strongly objected to these spirit grocers, on account 
of many of tliera selling groceries at a lower price than 
what they con be legitimately sold at to make a fair 
profit, because they are enabled to make a profit over 
the drink, 


licensed 
grocers to 
mixed 
trades. 


(i3,898. Then you would punish any infringement of 
truth on the part of the bona fule traveller with a severe 
fino and imprisonment if necessary ?— If it were repeated 
— if he made himself a nuisance I would. I would 
favour very much speciaL houses being licensed to 
supply the bond fide traveller. 

63.899. You would like to see special houses opened 
or the reception of the bund jhle traveller ?— Houses that 
would supply ordinary refreshments independent of 
drink. 

03.900. The magistrates to make the selection of 
those houses ? — Yes. Further on I make a suggestion 
as to how that should bo done, I think. 

63.901. Then as to railway refreshment rooms. Docs 
any abuse arise from those? — A very great abuse in 
some places. "Where a terminus is situated near the 
centre of a city n good many go in and get before a 
train starts a ticket which only costs perhaps 2d., and 
thou go into the refreshment room. I do not think 
that there is auy necessity for opening these refresh- 
ment rooms even from the point of view of what is 
considered by others as a legitimate supply of tho wants 
of the traveller— that there is no necessity for opening 
thorn at any rate during tho hours tho public-houses 
aro not opened. 

63.902. Yon would open them on the arrival of a 
train?— Thoy might I hi opened on tho arrival of n train. 

63.903. On tho same polity of reasoning, why would 
not you open them ou the departure of a train ? A man 
might want something to cut before he started ns well 
as when ho arrived ?— In most of these when they are 
open on Sunday there is no food provided practically, 
why that is impressed on me as a possibility is that I 
remember ou one occasion being told by the polioo that 
a certain refreshment room in Belfast was tho worst 
conducted licensed place iu the city as far ns Sunday 
wus concerned. 

G3.904. Why do not tho magistrates refuse tho 
license ?— Well they do not. 

03,905. (Mr. Whltlalcer.) A bond fide traveller— u 

E euuinc traveller- — I suppose would ho coining to some 
ouso in Belfast if ho came in by tram, or if he was 
goiug out ho would have gone from one ?— Yes. There- 
fore there is no necessity for refreshment. 

03,900. Practically there is no necessity P— Practically 
not. In Belfast the only possible necessity I should 
say would be that parties arrive by steamers on a Sunday 


63.910. (Mr. Grinling.) That is the unlicensed grooor 
versus the licensed grocer ?— This is the unlicensed 
grocer, bus I think it only fair to put it in seeing that 
they have taken the trouble to send it to me. That is 
their objection that they are handicapped in the 
legitimate grocery trade. 

03.911. (Olunmmu.) What would be the proportion 
in Belfast of unlicensed to licensed grocers’ P — I am 
afraid I could not give that. I should say that of people 
who do a fair grocery trade tliore would not be more 
than on© in eight who were licensed— that is who do n 
fair grocery trade, because many of these spirit grocers’ 
do uot profess to sell groceries. They have a few 
practically empty biscuit tins, and perhaps u tea tin or 
so stuck up there, and n little pepper in one and cocoa- 
nut in another, and that entitles them to obtain the 
license and that is all they care about ; but thoy mo 
there for the purpose of selling intoxicating drink to 
be consumed off the premises, and on the promises when 
they can escape detection. With reference to the mixed 
trade, I have from a great many sources, but moro 
from ministers of religion and from town missionaries 
and others, very strong representations about tho evils 
that result from tlio publican’s business being inixod up 
with the other businesses, and from some country 
districts I have been told that there are villages where 
you canuot buy even a loaf without going into licensed 
premises to buy it ; it is impossible to send a child a 
messuage to get any article without having to go into a 
licensed place. 


public- 

houses. 


63,912. I suppose the custom of mixed trades in tho 
ease of the publienu is a custom rooted in the habits of 
tlio people? — I think it has originated in the ease with 
which publicans’ licenses could lie obtained and the 
desire on the part of everyone to lie equal with his 
neighbour. 


03,913. Do you think you would cause a dislocation 
of trade generally if you were to prohibit a publican 
from dealing iu anything else but eatnbles and drink- 
ables— in food proper, not grooery ?— The question has 
been before my mind, and during tho last few months I 
huve been over a good part of Ireland, and in somo of 
these small towns I have looked to see how it would 
work, and I find that in many of them the drink trade 
is very small indeed, and that, if they were brought to 
choose between the two it would simplify matters very 
much, because one man would be a publican and do a 
good trade at it — make n living at it, and another man 
who was a baker would make his living at the bakery, 
because ho would get some of Uie trade— selling flour 
and so on — -that the former publican did. 


Probable 
effect of 
separation. 


63,914. So that the separation of the trade would 
enable the tradesmen of tho respective branches to 
make their own living ? — Yes, und to do their business 
much better than what they do at present, and more to 
the advantage of the people. With regard to that, if you 


thoy might ho going by u_ - 

tlio steamers they provide any refreshment that 
wanted— toa, or coffee, or intoxicating liquor, if wanted. 

63,907. (Chairman.) Do you think it would be a 
practical remedy to Hay that the railway refreshment 
rooms should bo only opened during tlio hours the 
public-houses are opened?— Quite no, everywhere. I 
think it would meet tlio case as far as Ireland is con- 
cerned. 

G3 908. On Sunday ns well ?— On Sunday as well, 
that is if tho houses are open iu Dublin or Belfast, 
tho railway refreshment rooms should have the same 
privilege ns the soveu-day licensed publican lias of 
opening during those particular hours, but there is no 
necessity that thoy should have any other special 
privilogos. 


would allow me, I would read a heading of 

particular place, tho name of which I would rather not 
mention : — " Family grocer ; tea, wine, and spirit 
“ merchant; commercial hotel proprietor : posting and 
“ livery establishment ; general hardware merchant; 
■' leather and shoo findings; iron and brass bedsteads 
“ and paliasses ; agent for the Patriotic Assurance 
“ Company, and for chemical manures ; lime for sale 
“ at la. per barrel for cash.” That shows the very 
wonderful complication there is of businesses in these 
places. 

G3,915. To tern to the general question, do you think 
it would bo advisable to make tho conditions which 
magistrates now, not in strict accordance with law, 
impose on licenses, statutory and permissible ? — I do. 
In ‘Belfast, during the last 20 years, wo havo had a con- 
siderable number of licenses granted on the pica that 
N n 2 
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tho plaoo was to be a restaurant. Before long, all signs 
of a restaurant liavo disappeared, and it has become 
simply an ordinary public-house, but the magistrates 
had no power of lulling in regard to that. The license 
would not have been granted originally by the Recorder, 
only that he considered it ivas to be a restaurant, and as 
he has often expressed it, he thinks it wise to encourage 
restaurants being established. Under the 43 & 44 Viet, 
o. 20, sub-section 3— that is an Inland Revenue Act— a 
provision is made for a reduction of the license duty, 
provided that the restaurant keeper agrees not to have 
an open drinking bar, and that the sale of spirits is only 
on auxiliary to his other business ; and then under 
sub-section 4 there are similar provisions for hotel- 
keepers. That is optional with a restaurant koepor or 
with an hotel-keeper at present when he goes before the 
Excise to pay his license duty. 

63.916. As I understand, you would give the magis- 
trates a discretion to impose such conditions as those 
compulsorily on the applicant F — Quite so. 

63.917. We heard something about the payment of 
i wages in public-houses from a previous witness. Do 

you hold that that custom prevails at all in any part of 
Ireland with which you nro acquainted? — It prevails not 
so much now as what it did some years ago when we 
called attention to it, but there are some difficulties, and 
especially in the case of Messrs. Harland and Wolff’s 
business. I have the authority of the manager to say 
anything I like about it, so that it is no breach of con- 
fidence or anything of that sort. They employ a ganger 
or a head of a squad. He employs the men under him. 
Harland and Wolff pay this man a lump sum to be 
distributed amongst the men. Harland and Wolff have 
provided places for these gangers to repay in, but they 
do not use them, and they go to the public-house 
and use that. The police say that the Act as it is drawn 
does not cover the case because these gangers arc prac- 
tically employed by Harland and Wolff, and Harland 
and Wolff do their part of the business by paying on 
their own premises, and that is simply an arrangement 
amongst the men to divide the money in the public- 
house, but the result is the same. 

68.918. If that is the state of the law, if a contractor 
was forbidden to pay his men in a pnblio-heuse, if a 
sub -contractor — the man to whom the contract was sub- 
let— chose to do it he might escape scot free P— That 
would be the inference, but I think there should be 
something done to make that perfectly plain. 

63.919. Are the dock labourers in Belfast the victims 
of this system ? — They are the worse victims becanso of 
their occasional employment and having to hang about, 
and the men who employ them have licensed houses, or 
had — I believe they have been sold lately, though I am 
not sure whether they have passed out of their bauds or 
not — the men hang about the office which is next door 
to it, and it is very difficult to deal with them, and it 
could only be dealt with by the Harbour Commissioners 
passing a bye-law as they have in Liverpool. 

63.920. Do you know any other town in Ireland 
where that custom prevails, or there is an abuse of the 
payment of wages in that way? — I do not know 
particularly of my own knowledge to the same extent, 
but I am told it does prevail in Limerick and Cork. 

63.921. Are post offices conducted on licensed 
premises to any extent? — Yes. I find according to a 
return which Mr. William Johnstone got, in answer to a 
question in the House of Commons, that there are in 
Ireland 244 sub-post offices on premises licensed to sell 
on the premises, and 26 on premises where the license 
is for consumption off the premises. 

63.922. The great majority is where there is a license 
to sell on? — To sell on. The figures are very re- 
markable, because in England thero me only 33 on- 
licenses ; in Wales only 5 ; in Scotland only 23 ; but in 
Ireland, 244. 

63.923. Those are cases where there is an on-license 
and a post-office ? — Yes. 

63.924. Can yon give us the number of cases where 
there is a post-office and an off-license ? — In England, 
604; in Wales, 15; in Scotland, 71; and in Ireland, 
26. I have often had complaints from our friends 
about this, and I have always told them that their 
proper course was to get up a memorial to be sent to 
the Postmaster-General. 

63.925. What has the Posfcmastor-General done ? He 
has received some memorials I suppose on the subject? 
— Ho has, and in several instances has had the premises 
divided. 


63,926. At the same time, notwithstanding your m. ,,, 
representations, I understand you to say in Ireland Win- ' ‘ 
there is a total of 270 houses which are at the same IIU1I °' 
time post-offices, and houses either with the on-license 
or off-liceuse ? — Yes. One reason why I wished to bring 
it before the notice of the Commission was. that I think 
the Postmaster-General should have it remedied 
without wailing for individual protests from the people, 
for in many places they do not like— although they 
object to it very much— to write so that their neighbours 
should not be allowed to continue it in this way. I 
know it is very cowardly on the part of the people, but 
still it does exist. 


68,927. Would you like to see the licensing authority Rate col- 
modified or changed? — I would. Would you allow me Vetoes’ 
to mention that thero is another grievance in connexion offices in 
with this matter, and that is that collectors of rates often public- 
have their offices at public-houses. That has been bouses, 
brought to my notice by a couple of letters I have just 
received about that very thing, and the great annoyance 
to persons having to go and wait in a public-house for 
the purpose of paying them rates. With regard to the 
licensing authority, I think that the county court judge, 
or the Recorder, should be the sole licensing authority, 
and if it would not be wearying tlie Commission too 
much, I would inentiou several instances which I Cairns,. 
consider flagrant instances of the canvassing of the ing. 
magistrates, and putting them to very considerable 
annoyance. There was one case in which I thought it 
necessary to iustrnct our solicitor to raise an objection 
to the composition of the bench with reference to some 
members having an interest in liquor companies, and 
one gentleman, a director of a bank, shortly afterwards 
got up and Baid to the Recorder : ‘' Well, I willtako 
your advice,” and tho Recorder said : “I think you are 
wise.” He went out. I had occasion to go to the hall 
of the court to send a message, and a man and woman 
lushed up to this gentleman and said : “ Oh, sir, 
surely yon are not going to go away ; our case has not 
come on yet.” He replied : “I am very sorry, but,” — 
pointing to mo he said—" they have threatened to fino 
me 1002. if I sit in any of these cases.” The wornnn 
then exclaimed : “Oh dear! we shall not get it then.” 

Then there was another case at one of the quarter 
sessions last October in County Down. There was 
brought into the office to me tho original letter of which 
wo took a copy, and omitting names it is as follows 

63.928. Do yon know that this letter was sent ton 
magistrate who was on tho bench ? — This letter was 
sent not to a magistrate, blit to another gentleman 
asking- him to use his influence with the magistrates. 

It is to illustrate the way in which the thing is worked. 

63.929. (Mr. Young.) Wlmt town was that in ? — Tho 
quarter sessions wore held at Kowtownards. I do not 
wish to givo the names, because 1 do not think it would 
be wise unless tho Commission insists upon it. Ncw- 
townards was where the case was to bo hoard. Tho 
letter is this : — 


“ 27th September 1897. 

“ Dear- Sir, 

"As yon are already aware my second application 
for spirit license will bo heard on 13tli of next mouth, 

and I understand from Mrs. A that you do work 

for B , Esq., and if so I will be very much 

obliged to you if you can secure his vote for me, and 
any others you can influence. 

“ Thanking you in anticipation, 

“I remain, 

“ Yonrs truly, 

63.930. (Chairman.) Is not that a lettev that any 
ignorant person would have written thinking the bench 
were opon to influence P — Exactly so, and that is just 
it Everyone thinks the bench is open to influence, and 
it is according to tho amount of intiuonco you can exer- 
cise whether you can have a license or not, and not 
according to tlie justice of your claim. 

63.931. We do not know what tho result of that letter 
was, and whether this man did use his influence ?— He 
said he would not do anything of tlie kind ; that he was 
not. going to be made a catspaw of to do anything of 
that kind. 

63.932. So far, then, it is to the credit of the person 
canvassed. He refused to bo tlie medium of the 
practice ? — Yea. Then there is another oase in which 
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the following letter was sent out by the manager of n 
bank. It was in 1 895 : — 


“ Banking Company, Ltd., 

“ Branch, 16th January 1895. 

“ Dear Sir, 

“ At last sessions an application was made by Mr. J. 
Nolan for a transfer of n license from Mr. Flanigan for 
premises in Newry Streot. You were good enough then 
to vote for the license, but owing to some legal difficul- 
ties the application was, on the second day of the 
sessions, refnsed. Tho objections to this license have 
all been got rid of now, but I will esteem it a favour if 
you will kindly attond at the sessions here, on Friday 
nest, and give tho applicant the benefit of your vote. 

“ The hank are interested in tho case, having sold 
tho premises. 


"Iam, 

“ , Esq., J.P." 


dear Sir, 

11 Yours faithfully, 

“ — • — Manager. 


There were oircumstnnccs connected with that that I 
aoi personally aware of, but I think it is not necessary 
to detain the Commission with it. Then in 1885, at 
Bantry quarter sessions, two new licouses were granted, 
although there was a licensed house to every 54 of the 
inhabitants. Two of the magistrates voting for them 
lived 35 miles off, and the other was son of the landlord 
of one of the houses. On this occasion County Court 
Judge Forgusou said to the solicitor who was instructed 
by the League to oppose : “ There is no use in opposing 
licenses hero ; you should go to the lcgislntare and get 
the power of granting the licenses transferred from the 
present body. In fact the magistrates did not wish to 
have it, but, having it, they cannot refnse the applica- 
tions." 


63,933. (Mr. Young.) Were not you canvassed in the 
lobby of the House of Commons by two Belfast men 
yesterday ? — Well, it was hardly that. 

Uousc 63,984. (Chairman.) Aro you a magistrate ?— No, I am 
sawed not. The n at Moy, in the county Tyrone, two magis- 
iftcrre- trates actually renowed a license which had been refnsed 
Mat at qunrtcr sessions. It was quite illegal to do so, but 
ranter the licensee having got Ilia license it could not be 
>esii#Ds. opposed. 


G3.935. Two magistrates granted a license which bad 
been refused at quarter sessions ?— Yes. 

63,936. That is, from your point of view, a credit to 
tho quarter sessions ? — Yes, but it shows how the 
magistrates act in these matters. There are several 
other oases. 


63,937. That was not legal, was it ? — It was not legal, 
bnt the man had gob his license. 

G3.938. In an illegal way — tho license was still n legal 
grant ? — Yes. 

68.939. ( Dean Dickinson.) Could it not have been 
upset ? — No. 

63.940. Not on appeal P— No. That is what we were 
advised. A case was submitted to counsel, and there is 
a clause — I cannot mention it at the moment — that says 
that he having the license still in his possession, and 
having pnid the duty, it could not be npset. 

Uctmiog 63,941. (Mr. Grinling.) Why, when tho Irish Temper- 
Rjuded once Lcagno got such a good case os this, did not they 
» rairon. take action P Here is a case which there is no doubt 
about ? — We are taking action and bringing these facts 
before the Commission. The foot is that the magis- 
trates of Ireland do not look upon the licensing court 
ns a judicial body in any bouso. It is only as a place to 
confer favours on their friends. 


68,942. ( Doan Dickinson.) A board of patronage?— 
Yes. 

C3,943. (Chairman.) That is rather a sweeping asser- 
tion of yours, that the magistrates throughout Ireland 
do not look upon granting licenses ns a judicial (tot. 
Have you ever hoard any of their own body say so P— 
Yes. Of course 1 do not mean to say that that applies 
to evory magistrate in Ireland. I am speaking in the 
general souse. On one occasion a number of tis were 
standing together and remonstrating, ami there was n 
magistrate there who lind been lately appointed, and he 
said : “It is all very well for yon fellows talking, but 
“ the other lot had their turn in granting licenses to 
“ their own footmen and butlers, and it is little enough 
‘ ‘ we should now have a chance of giving our friends a 
“ turn." That is how it is looked upon by tho vast 
majority of the magistrates. 


63.944. [ilr. Young.) Yon say you were told that?— Mr. W. 

By a magistrate. ‘ Willinson. 

63.945. (Mr. mi linker.) You heard him say it? — He 17 Mnv '98 
said it to myself. 

63.946. (Chairman.) Then I think the Recorder of Tied- 
Cork said something on this subject ? — The Recorder of houses. 
Cork had made some very strong observations on one 
occasion with reference to drunkenness in Cork. That 

was in the year 1892. Tho present Recorder, when he 
was appointed, said he would administer tho law very 
rigorously, and in the first case tlint came before him 
whore he suspected that it was not a bond fide applica- 
tion on the port of tho person who was applying, ho 
pressed them very hard ns to the legal documents and 
so on. I was sitting in the court, and a young fellow, 
apparently a clerk, sitting near me called over the man 
who looked after the houses belonging to a brewery 
there, and told him he had better not go on with the 
ease his name was down for as he could not swear he 
was in possession of the promises, and so on. They 
had a considerable conversation, and eventually the man 
who looked alter the houses said: “AH right, wo will 
“ have the case postponed, and we will make it all 
“ right to-morrow. " The case was postponed till the 
following day, and the doenmonts were forthcoming 
(lad he went into the box and got the license. 

63.947. Do I understand you to infer a charge 
against the court that they pnrpoBely postponed tho 
hearing of that case? — Not at all. The point I wish to 
make is with regnrd to the tied-honse system. 

69.948. That is a different subject altogether. I 
asked you for your opinion as to whether any magistrate 
had expressed the opinion confirmatory of what vou 
say you have heard — and no doubt you have beard it — 
as to the magistrates not regarding cases in a judicial 
spirit. Have yon dealt with that ? — Yes, I quoted one 
cose and I thought that was sufficient. This other case 
is on illustration of the evils of the tied-house system. 

You asked me about the Recorder of Cork, and it was in 
connection with that that it came up. My point is that 
licenses are kept in existence by brewers and wholesale 
men that otherwise would not be renewed because the 
trade had gone from them, nnd they are kept on in this 
way by having their clerks put ill as applicants for 
licenses, so that if afterwards the traffic should happen 
to be diverted in that direction, or there is an improve- 
ment of the street, thay might possibly become valuable. 

I know several in Belfast that were kept that way. 

63.949. Do you see any objection in principle to the Grant 
court saying, H you will surrender 3, 4, 5, or 6, it may of new 
be, according to the value of tho houses, we will grant licenses for 
yon a lioense in another place P — So long as tho court surrenders, 
is satisfied that a license should be granted in that other 

place. 

63.950. And so long as the court is satisfied that the 
value offered is sufficient ? — I should leave it entirely 
with the court, but I think, of course, it would be a very 
good way of getting rid of old houses and shutting them 
up, but then the Recorder of Belfast, I know, will not 
always act in snoh cases ; for I remember where they 
offered to surrender, and he said . What I am asked 
to do is to alint up practically one door in a continuous 
pnblio-hoase, and another one in a place where it is no 
use, and open a new publio-hoose in u residential 
working-class district. I will be no party to doing 
anythiug of the kind. 

68.951. I suppose he would be enabled to say, Here 
are six open doors. I will close all six and open one door 
in another part of the city. Would not that be for tho 
benefit of tho oity ns a whole ? — It might, and I should 
be quite satisfied to leave anything of that sort to the 
county court judge nnd recorder. 

63,962. You would not agree with one witness who Lavish 
stated ho would have nothing to do with that sort of granting 
barter or dishonest traffic of that kind, namely, the of new 
exchange of one lioense for another P — Well, we must licenses in 
recogniee that the liquor business is in existenco, and Donegal 
when wo are dealing with regulating it, I do not think antl Mayo, 
it is any uso bringing in ideal principles, which perhaps 
many of us would like to see carried out. In regard to 
the granting of lioenses. there is one other point I should 
like to mention, and that is, in tho year 1891, in county 
Donegal, when the State-aided railways were being 
made, there were 23 new licenses granted, notwithstand- 
ing tlie opposition of tho polioe, and in several oases of 
the inhabitants, and many of theso were not grantedattho 
annual licensing sessions. Then in the county Mayo, 
which is always lookod upon as u cong06tod district 
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Mr. W. and steeped in poverty, I am sorry to say, from 1S90 to 
Wilkinson. 1894, according to the Registrar-General’s returns, no 

fewer than -283 new licenses were granted iu that one 

17 Muy’9B county — in the period from 1890 to 1894 inclusive. 
Occasional 63,953. Then with regard to occasional licenses, aro 
licenses occasional licenses freely granted in Belfast? — Not 
and the very freely, but still the police and the authorities 
discretion and the public are placed at a very great disadvantage, 
of the I know one recently where it had run two months before 
Excise. the police knew it was iu existence, though it was 
practically renewed from week to week. There is very 
great difficulty in opposing these. We did iu Belfast 
iraccessf ully oppose one, bnt it cost a great deal of money, 
nnd it was after a great deal of trouble and expense. We 
went to the fountain head, the Commissioner's of Inland 
Revenue, and they declared as follows: — “The Com- 
“ missioners of the Inland Revenue are of opinion that a 
“ license as requested is not one of the kind contem- 
“ plated by the legislature when they provided for the 
“ issue of occasional licenses, and they would not bo 
“ justified in granting it.” 

Occasional 63,954. (Dean Dickinson.) Was that iu connection 
license*. with athletic sports ? — No ; it was in connection with an 
exhibition in Belfast for the purpose of raising funds 
for a temperance hall, a working man’s institute, and 
the temperance people objected to it. 

63.955. (Ohavrman.) The Commissioners of Inland 
Revenue gave that opinion? — Yes, they upheld the 
objection of the temperance people. 

63.956. Why were the Commissioners of Inl an d 
Revenuo brought in P — It is they who grant the license. 

63.957. Do they grant the occasional licenses? — They 
do. 

63.958. Without the magistrates? — There must be 
two magistrates to sign a certificate, but the absolute 
discretion lies with the Inland Revenue whether to 
grant it or not. It is not obligatory on them to grant 
an occasional license even though the applicant should 
obtain the signatures of two magistrates. 

63.959. I thought occasional licenses were granted iu 
Ireland by two magistrates sitting together, or one 
magistrate in his own house? — They grunt a certificate 
which is presented to the Inland Revenue authorities. 

63.960. They must endorse it? — They then grant a 
license. 

63.961. They must grant it? — Not necessarily. 

63,961(1. They do ? — Of course they usually do. 

63.962. In this case, though the magistrates had 
grouted the occasional license, objection wns taken and 
the Commissioners of Inland Revonno were referred to 
and said the magistrates had noted ultra vires P— Not 
quite so. 

63.963. Against the spirit of tko Act ? — Practically it 
came to that. 

68,904. (Mr. Young.) I think that the law of Ireland 
is that it must be a publican who asks for an occasional 
license ; and in the case at Belfast it was not so ; and 
your temperance people took core to como up to 
London, and explain the whole matter to the Excise ? — 
Yes, but in the meantime the applicant had mode that 
matter light by not applying himself, but by applying 
in the name of another person who wns a publican ; 
and what the Commissioners held in this decision was, 
not on the application of the man Coulter, bnt tho 
application of tho publican who had given him authority 
to appoar for Mm. 

68.965. (Ohctirman.) In this case, contrary to their 
general usage, the Commissioners of Inland Revenue 
acted on moral grounds, and said it was not likely that 
this license was wanted for an exhibition promoted by 
the Temperance League P— It was not promoted by the 
Temperance League. We opposed. 

63.966. It was promoted in the interests of 
temperance ? — For a temperance hall. 

63.967. They said it was not likely that an occasional 
lioenso for the use of the people attending the festival 
or the meeting could bo applied for by the promoters 
of the movement P — Not quite. They told us they could 
not refuse it on Buck grounds ; that they had nothing 
to do ivith morals. 

63.968. How was it against tho spirit of the Act?— 
They said the spirit of the Act was to grant an 
occasional license for a short period, but this was to 
extend over a nurabor of months, and they said it was 


not intended that an occasional license should be Hr. ir 
renewed week after week for a long period. Of course IFiftia-^ . ; 
the matter, as you can quite understand, was fully — . 

argued, at first with the Assistant Secretaries, and then 
with the Commissioners. 

63.969. I thought it had to do with a somewhat 
ironical application on the part of a publican to have 
an occasional license at a temperance meeting. It had 
nothing to do with that ? — Practically nothing. That 
may have iufinenced them to some extent. 

63.970. (Mr. Young.) I attended u deputation to 
Somerset House, nnd there was a strong representation 
on the part of the temperance people of Belfast that 
this ought not to bo granted, seeing that tho proceeds of 

the bazaar were being applied to temperance purposes ? 5 

— Yes, I met you there. ( 

63.971. (Chairman). What change do yon think (kcw*.- 

should be made in the granting of occasional licenses ? licenses \ 

— I think that they should bo granted in open court to he s - 

after the police have been notified ns is required by tho granted ] 
applicant for a new license under the 23rd and 24th only in | 
Victoria, chapter 107. sections 13 and 14. Of course, it open cor- \ 
would knve to be slightly uttered in tho wording, but j 

it would be the same principle as is involvod in that. 

63.972. < >ccnsioaal licenses should only lie granted in 
open court ? — Yes. 

63.973. Would the Commissioners of Inland Revenue J 

require to have any hand in it? — I mean the authorising 
certificate of the magistrates, so that the facte could bo " 

gone into ; and the police having been notified pre- 
viously, they would say whether they thought it was a 

case that ought to be granted or not. 

63.974. Then on this circular the Commissioners of 
Inland Revenue would issue tkoix permit as a matter of 
course ? — They might, or I would leave it with their 
discretion, as at present. 

63.975. They never have refused except in this single 
instance P — No. I should say that the deputy chairman 
said to us that it wns a most extraordinary revelation, 
almost, to them, that they wore licensing authorities. 

They said they never had thought of it before, and they 
could not understand why the legislature should liavo 
left such a duty on the Commissioners of Inland 
Revenue. 

63.976. Then may I ask you whether you would 
retain the Commissioners of Inland Revenuo in any 
sonao, or niako tho granting of the occasional license so 
•public that it must necessarily emuo to tho knowledge 
of the Commissioners of Inland Revenue ? — Quite so. 

It would come to their knowledge in tho way I am 
mentioning. The application would bo made to them, 
and they woxrld serve a notice on the police, and also 
on the licensing authority that an application had been 
made, and then it would be tried iu open court, and on 
tho certificate of tho Recorder the license wonkl be 
granted. 

68.977. Then with reference to the certificate, about Them 
which we have already heard a good deal, by six house- Louse- 
holders as a condition precedent to the granting of a holdas' 
renewal of a license ? — I think there is a great principle certified 
involved in that certificate, and I should be sorry to Bee 

it done away with, bnt I think tlmt the law should 
be amended, so that it wonkl be tho duty of the 
police to verify the six householders' certificate, or that 
the applicant should be compelled iu court to declare 
that they were bond firh signatures obtained, and also 
that they shouid be open to the public to inspect, which 
they are not at present. 

63.978. In tho case of a renewal of a publican’s 
license, is the certificate of the six householders 
required ?— Yes. 

63.979. That, surely, must have degenerated into a 
mere farce? — Practically it has. I have known cases 
where they have boon filled up from the directory. 

63.980. If there is a principle involved iu it, you 
would like to retain the onstom ? — Yes, I think it ought 
to be retained. 

03.981. The principle involving the connection of the 
neighbourhood ? — Yob. quite so ; that tho honso has 
been properly conducted during the year. Tho people 
are the most interested in it. 

63.982. (Dean Dickinson.) They generally get six 
good customers to certify ? — I think iu some cases they 
could not obtain them ; tlmt is, men prepared to 
certify that the place had been properly conducted. 
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, r 68,983. (Mr. Grinling.) Ton did say it was a farce. tliis 
'• ’ certificate of tlie six liousclio liters ? — It is at the present 

'* y^e. 

63.984. Still you want to retain it ? — I want to make 
it effective — to take the farce away and make it 
effective. 

63.985. (Chaiimrin.) In two ways, by getting the 
police to certify that the six householders are In, ml fuln 
and responsible persons, and also that the applicant for 
tlie licenso should swear that the people who sign the 
certificate are bmul fule people ? — Quite so. 

63,980. That would relieve it of its farcical character ? 
Entirely, in my opinion. 


68,987. Would yon like to state anything with 
reference to any temperance movement you have been 
concerned in, or any temperance plans you think would 
be of use ?— Yes, I should. -Before doing that, I should 
like to mention this point, that the sessional Crown 
solicitors, in my opinion, should not be allowed to 
appear in licensing enses. because they, afterwards, if 
tlie spirit grocer or publican appeals, appear for the 
Crown. Throughout Ireland the publicans aro not 
victuallers, that is, they have not the title of victuallers 
as in England. They are culled “ vintners,” and they 
do not profess to snpply eatables in any way. That is 
one of the complaints which several other witnesses 
have brought up. In 1874 the committee of the Irish 
Temperance League instituted a movement in Belfast by 
opening small wooden buildings on the quays. And 
rooms ia that movement has developed till we have upwards of 
Bdtet 20 — some very substantial places which would give 

accommodation to 140 people. At first it was looked 
on simply as a philanthropic movement, but we have 
found it was a very good commercial thing. 

63,988. Something like the “Pearce and Plenty” 
movement of which we have heard?— Yes, something of 
the same nature. We havo got these places all overtlie 
city. I havo a number of photographs here, if any of 
the Commissioners would be interested to look at them, 
Some of them are kiosques in the street, and permission 
lias been granted by the Town Council for us to put 
thorn there. First of all, as I say, it wna looked upon 
as a philanthropic thing, anil we were given them at a 
nominal rental, but afterwards they charged the commer- 
cial value for the site occupied. In the same way, on 
the Harbour Commissioners’ property ; and I was much 
pleased and rather surprised l>y the late secretary of tho 
Harbour Commissioners on one occasion saying, when I 
was thanking him very much for wliat he hail done for 
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us in regard to getting ns those sites: “ 01 k Mr. Wil- _ dfr. W . 
kinsou, you have nothing to thank me for. I did it in •"«’< ktnson. 
the interests of the board, for every stand that yon opon ~ — 

we can do with at least one policeman less.” Of course, 7 Mny 9 ° 
I know thnt some of those who are opposed to us— the 
licensed vintners — say that is not borne out because 
there aro more policemen employed than what there 
were then, but they do not acknowledge the foot that we 
have four or five times as much quay frontage as what 
we had then, and the police have not increased in the 
samo ratio os what the quay frontage has. We have 
been very much harassed and opposed by the licensed 
vintners of Belfast with regard to these places, wo 
think very unduly. 

63,5189. On what gronnd did they oppose you ? — They 
opposed ns on tho ground that we should not be allowed 
to occupy these sites. 

68.990. Was it as nn obstruction to the public traffio ? 

— No. As unfair to them, bat they have never been 
successful in any of the opposition. 

63.991. What do you sell P — We sell tea, coffee, cocoa, 
cold meat, cold lrnm, milk, and in some places— a few of 
them — we have chops and steaks and potatoes. 

63.992. Temperance drinks ? — All kinds of temperance 
drinks, lemonade and so on. We have them very cheap 
in Belfast and very good. We usually give lemonade at 
Id. a bottle. 

63.993. The publicans have never objected to the 
ingredients in the bottles? — No; they sell the samo 
brand themselves. 

68.994. I mean as to the amount of alcoholic strength ? 

— There is practically uo alcoholic strength in these 
aerated waters. 

63.995. In herb beer ? — We do not sell anything of 
that kind. 

63.996. Ginger beer ? — Stone ginger beer we do not 
sell. We do sell hop bitters in somo of the places. 

63.997. None of the driuks you sell contain any 
appreciable amount of alcohol ? — -No, none of them. In 
ono case when they brought it beforo the Improvement 
Committee of tho Town Council, the Improvement Com- 
inittee passed a resolution that any other ratepayers 
wishing to erect similar places, sites would be granted 
to them if they could find suitable premises, on condition 
that they did not sell any intoxicating liqnor in them, 
and one of the deputation shouted out, “ That is not 
• ‘ what wo want at all.” “ What do yon want P ” “ Wo 
" want yon to put them out of that.” I suppose we 
were lookod upon ns competitors with them. 


The witness withdrew. 


Adjourned to to-morrow at 10.30. 
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ONE HUNDRED AND SEVENTH DAY. 


Queen’s Robing Room, House of Lords, Wednesday, May 18th, 1898. 


' Present: 

Tire Right Hoxochaule Tne VISCOUNT TEEL, ix Tire Chair. 

Sir Charles Cameron-, Bait. I Henry Bilby Smith. Esq. 

Tlie Very Rev. H. II. Dickinson, Dean. Charles Walker. Esq. 

William Stroston Caine, Esq. I Thomas Palmer Wnrri'AKKU, Esq., M.P. 

Henry Grinling, Esq. i Samuel Young, Esq., M.P. 

Samuel Hyslop, Esq. j George Younger, Esq. 

John Herbert Egberts, Esq., M.P. I 


Mr. W. Wilkinson re-called and further examined. 


Wilkinson. 63,098. ( Chairman.) Wliat is your view, or the view 

of the association with which yon are connected, on the 

18 Mny ’98 subject of entire Sunday closing ? — They, of course, as 
V. — an association, are in favour of entire Sunday closing 
Position or throughout Ireland, hut I would prefer that my evidence 
witness. to ] ceu aB m y personal evidence, from personal iu- 

; nines, rather than as only representing the association. 

may say that the evidence I am giving hero has not 
been submitted to my committee or to anyone ; it is 
purely my own views from efforts I have made to 
ascertain public opinion. 

Sunday 63,999. Speaking from your personal oxpeiienoe, do 
closing yon think there is any desire to go hack upon the 
ia the Sunday closing movement as far ns hitherto practised ? 
country. — None whatever outside the trade ; and even in the 

trade the vast majority prefer to have things as they 
are. I may be allowed to mention that at a meeting in 
Galway recently, where the Bomon Catholic bishop 
presided, and where the Bector, the Presbyterian 
minister, and the Methodist minister were represented, 
the resolution in favour of Sunday closing was seconded 
by the leading publican in the place, and the hotel 
proprietor gave us his huge room free of cost in which 
to hold the meeting. 

64,000. Should yon say that there was a pretty 
unanimous feeling among the olergy of all denomina- 
tions on the subject of Sunday closing ? — I should not 
say there was, with regard to Sunday dosing, in the 
five cities. 

64,001. I mean that? — As to Sunday dosing ut 
present there is unanimity. 

Sundny 64,002. Would there be any desire to give the munici- 
cloning polities of the five exempted cities discretionary power 
not to lio to apply the Act if they thought fit P — I think that that 
di8cro- would he very strongly deprecated. I forget exactly 
tiouary. whnt witness, but a witness did give such evidence. I 
was in Belfast and in many parts of Ireland a week or 
so after that, and everywhere they said, “ We hope that 
“ they will never delegate to town councils, or any 
“ other local body, the power of deciding when public- 
“ houses should bo opeu or closed on Sunday.” 

64,003. Who would they like to decide it for them— 
the legislature ? — The legislature. 

The town 64,004. Do you think they would accept from the 
oounoil. legislature what they would not accept from their owu 
town council P — Yes. For instance, in Belfast the 
majority of the publicans belong to one denomination, 
whereas the council belong to a different one, politically 
and religiously, and they would be afraid that any not 
of the oounoil would ho taken not on its merits, but 
rather prejudiced b v the fact that they were legislating 
for people that wei mot fully represented on the body 
that was doing it. That is the feeling. 

64,005. Is the constitution of the town conncil so 
different from that of the bulk of tho people, either in 
a religious or in political sense, that the people could 
not trust them to do jus f ; ce in a matter of that sort f — 
In Ireland we feel very strongly on political and re- 
ligious matters ; and I am sorry to say that most of the 


people, uo matter wliat their denomination is, do not 
think that the other side could be fair. I am sorry to ^ 
say that, but I think that is a fair way of putting it. " 

64,006. In the way I have asked with respect to Saturdij 
Sunday closing, what iB the view held as to Saturday garlv 
earlier closing? — As to Saturday early closing, there is closing. 

S icticnlly unanimity. I have been assured by four 
mau Catholic bishops that if tho Bill had been drafted 
to allow a short time of opening on Sundny, making 
9 o'clock the hour to close on Saturdays, and allowing 
two hours opening on Sunday, every Roman Catholic 
bishop in Ireland would endorse it, and the clergymen 
generally would follow them lead in that matter. Of 
course, the Protestant bishops, the Church of Ireland, 
are perfectly unanimous in their support of tho present 
Bill. Every one of the bishops has signed a declnra. 
tion in favour of the Bill as it stands at present ; so 
have tlie General Assembly of tho Presbyterian Church, 
and the conference of the Methodist Church, and all the 
smaller denominations. 

64,007. (Dean Dickinson.) And the General Synod P 
— Yes. 

64,008. (Chairman.) Do you moan that tho Boman 
Catholic clorgy have kept outside that movement P— 

No. 

64,009. I thought yon said it was the Protestants and 
Nonconformists ? — They arc unanimously in favour of 
the Bill os it stands at tlio present moment. 

64,010. Wliat about the Boman Catholics ? Whnt Honnoi 
are their views ? — Some of the Roman Catholic bishops Sundaru 
fear lest entire closing ou Sunday might produce the e “ n P tM 
evils that were prophesied when the Act of 1878 was 011161 
passed, that there would be additional shebeening or 
bogus clubs rnisod up ; and they aro rather inclined 
that it should be gradual — that the hours of opening at 
present should be reduced from five as they are to two 
or three, rather than entire closing on the Sunday. It 
is not that they do not wish to do whnt is the best for 
the people, but they have some doubts of the effect of 
it. It is a matter of opinion. 

64,011. 'All I wanted to ascertain was whether there 
was any difference of opinion among the Roman Catholic 
hierarchy and tho Protestant clergymen P — Only to the 
extent that I have stated. 

64,012. (Mr. Whittaker.) Is that view held by the 
majority of the Boman Catholic bishops? — No; the 
majority of the Boman Catholic bishops are in favour of 
the Bill ns it stands. 

64,013. (Mr. Younger.) That majority does not 
include the Archbishop of Dublin, does it? — It does 
not ; nor Dr. Henry, Bishop of Belfast. 

64,014. (Chairman.) Have yon seen nny results whioh Earlr 
yon think good which have followed in Belfast from the Suadty 
earlier closing of public-honses ? — We had a very striking closing i« 
exemplification of the good in tbo yew 1886, when we Belfust. 
hnd very serions riots in Belfast. When they became un- 
controllable the magistrates ordered the closing of all 
public-houses early every evening of tho week, and on 
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Mr. IT. Saturday afternoons, and during the- wl.olo of Sunday. 
ffiliiittoii. On referring to the avre-ts for drunkenness in that year. 
— we find tlint whilst in Dublin there was an increase of 
886, in Belfast there was a decrease of 418, and an 
increase the following yew. During the period of 
these riots T frequently during the daytime visited the 
scene of them. I was in conversation with shopkeepers 
and so on — that is, grocers and drapers nnd men who 
were not associated with the licensed trade, and I was 
condoling with them on the great loss of trade. In 
every instance they laughed, and said, '* Oh, we have 
•* no reason to be condoled with. We have token more 
“ ready money since the puhlio-houses were closed 
“ than ever we took in the same period before." 

64.015. These are the unlicensed grocers nnd drapers 
you are speaking of ? — Yes. 

64.016. What effect had it upon those who had a 
mixed trade P — If they could not structurally shut off 
the bar they hnd to close entirely. Of course, the 
police did not cany it out with the utmost strictness, 
hut with such restriction as there was it resulted ns I 
have said. 

64.017. Do I understand yon to imply tbnt there was 
more money available, and tbnt that money, instead of 
going to the public-houses, went into the ordinary shops 
apart from those for the sale of intoxicating liquor p — 
Quite so. I, of course, wished to elicit fully from them 
their opinion, and said, “ Well, but how do you make 
“ that out? The people cannot get about in the 
*• evenings here when the riots are on.” ‘"Ho, "they 
said, “ hut you see they cauuot get to the public-house 
" to spend their money; and when it comes to Satur- 
" day afternoon ami they have plenty of money they 
“ come to us. and they have not only paid their back 
“ debts, but tbey have monoy to spare to buy little 
“ extras or luxuries." 

Eelfnrt 64,018. Do you think there is any feeling among the 
I»Wicann publicans in Belfast themselves in favour of earlier 
adSniur- Saturday closing P — Yes. There is a feeling in favour 
of entire Sunday closing, and also of earlier Saturday 
*“!“J closing. On one o cession, in the Lobby of the House 
**** of Commons, when I was canvassing for our Bill, a 
gentleman who was over here ns representative of the 
Licensed Vintners’ Society and myself were talking 
together, and 1 said, “Well, it is an absurdity for a 
“ man like you to hold the opinions which I know you 
“ do in favour of closing on Sunday ; and yet here you 
“ are opposing this Bill.” ‘‘Well," he snid, “you 
“ know, Mr. Wilkinson, we are in an association, 
“ and, being them, we are bound to act together, and 
“ to defend our interests, whether our private opinion 
“ may be the other way or not,” Other publicans have 
come to me and said somewhat the same ; and, only 
recently, some publicans have been writing to tbe 
Belfast papers saying that they are in favour of Sunday 
dosing. 

64,019. But tbnt cuts both ways. If people were 
forced, so to speak, to vote according to the views of 
their associations, what means have you of testing the 
real, genuine, individual opinion of the component parts 
of those associations — if you say there is a sort of 
constraint put upon them?— It is only from their 
coining to mo, or my meeting them in the street, and 
their telliug me that they are in favour of it ; of course, 
we could not canvass them, because they would not put 
it in writing. 

1 ““*- 64,020. I understand that these people, of whom yon 

”** spoke, are in favour of the Intoxicating Liquors Bill 
Smi now before Parliament ? — Yes. 

ul 64,021. What are the provisions of that Bill? — To 
close from 9 o’clock on Saturday night until 7 o’clock on 
Monday morning throughout the whole of Ireland, and 
to extend the hand julc traveller distance to 6 miles. 

64.022. {Dean Dickinson. 1 And Sundny • closing ? — 
That includes Sunday closing —from 9 o’clock ou Satur- 
day night to 7 on Monday morning throughout the 
whole of Ireland. 

64.023. (Chairman.) But leaving the exempted cities 
as they are ? — No ; throughout the whole of Ireland. 
That is, closing at 9 o’clock on Saturday night for the 
whole of Ireland, and altering the law in the five cities 
to make it entire closing on Sunday. 

««• 04.024. Have there been any public meetings held 

JSjW* ®t Belfast in favour of entire Sunday closing ana earlier 
Saturday closing ? — Yes ; public opinion in Belfast, I 
think, has been thoroughly tested Tor many years 
V 98149. 


we have held public meetings, and only recently we bad jy r 
two very large ones in the Ulster Hail. Wo have also wukiruoit. 

had a very largo number of open-air meetings. I have 

a sample of the bills to show that tbey are perfectly js May ’98 

open. Tbey rend: “ Working men of Belfast : Are you 

“ in favour of closing public-houses on Sunday and 
“ earlier ou Saturday night? Assemble on Tuesday 
“ next, the 6th June, at the New Road School, at 7.80, 

“ nnd speak for yourselves. Let the publicans know 
“ that tbey nre not the authorised defenders of your 
“ riglns, as tbey state tbey lire "—nnd so on. These are 
bills issued for open-air meetings aud district meetings, 
so that we challenged the opinion of the people 
thoroughly on it. 

64.025. Resolutions were proposed, I suppose, at 
these meetings ? — In every instance resolutions were 
proposed and earned, practically unanimously. 

64.026. Was there any dissent ? — There might be one 
or two, nothing more. 

64.027. ( Mr. Toting.) By whom were those meetings 
got up P — By the Irish Temperance League and the 
people in the locality. The people in the locality come 
to the Dish Temperance League nud say, “ We want to 
“get up a meeting ; will you help us to do so ?” 

64.028. (Chairman.) While there is some doubt in Early 
some minds as to the feasibility of Sunday closing, Saturday 
should yon say there is any doubt in the same way ns closing, 
regards earlier Saturday closing?— No, I do not think 

there is. 

64.029. Not even among the Roman Catholic clergy ? 

—No. 

64.030. When I say “ even,” that is because they did Opinion nf 
express some doubts?— No. Only recently, the week Dr. Henry, 
before last, I think, I had an interview with Dr. Henry, 

the Roman Catholic Bishop of Belfast. He had ex- 
pressed his doubts to me before, but ns I wished to 
quote them here, I went and told him I was coming, 
and asked him had I his authority for saying so, and lie 
said “Yes,” that he had not changed the views that he 
had publicly expressed, nnd which were published in 
the Belfast newspapers some time ago. He considered 
that earlier closing ou Saturday night would be most 
beneficial, nnd, in his opinion, was even more important 
than dealing with the Sunday. He thought they ought 
to be closed earlier than 10 o'clock ; if 9.30 could uot be 
accepted he would say 9 o'clock in preference to 10. In 
liis opinion he thought it would be better for the present 
to allow two or three hours’ opening in the middle of the 
day on Sunday. This was his declured opinion to me, 
und he authorised me to make any use I liked of it. 

64.031. When did ho express that opinion ? -Shortly 
after lio was appoi uted Bishop. This interview was at 
the beginning of this month— within the last few days. 

64.032. You have attended meetings, I believe, iD large Public 
cities and towus in Ireland? — Yes. I have attended meeting* in 
meetings at Cork, Limerick, Galway, Dnbliu, aud other parte 
Belfast, in conjunction with tbe Secretary of the Irish of I rebind. 
Association in Dublin, and he has attended at Wexford, 

Neon gli, Athloue, and other centres. I may say that 
there lsave also been meetings bold in smaller towns as 
well. 

64.033. Hove the Roman Catholic Bishops ever 
presided over any of these meetings? — The Roman 
Catholic Bishop presided at Limerick, at Galway, at 
Wexford, aud at Waterford ; and at Nenagh and Athlone 
it was the Administrator of the parish who presided. 

64.034. Were there any counter meetings on the other 
side ? — None. No such thing is attempted in Ireland 
as to hold meetings in opposition to the Bill, unless 
meetings are got up by the trade. 

64.035. You canvassed the five cities themselves, did Thecam-m* 
you not? — Yes. In connection with that canvass ques- of heads of 
tions were asked ; I think it was when Mr. Russell was families iu 

iving evidence in regard to the forms, and bo on. I exempted 

ave a number of the original forms brought out of our cit * e8 ' 
office from Belfast that were issued in 1882 showing the 
names signed, aud everything else. 

64.036. Has there been any canvass since 1882 P — No. 

I have here a paper showing how the matter was made 
up. Here is each street taken with the votes for und 
against, and cheeked by two persona. 

64.037. Have you any means of knowing whether the 
majority of those signatories came from the poorer 
districts of the city, or not, in the five exempted cities ? 

In Belfast there was a larger proportion in favour of 

entire dosing from the working-class districts than from 
the better-class districts. 

O o 
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Hr. U". G4.03S. Yon issued your papers to the heads of 

Wilkinson, families, did you? — Yes. Perhaps 1 might read one of 

the papers. This was in 1882. at the time the Act was 

18 May ’38 about to expire. We have had other evidence, which I 

will give, ns to the opinion being the same. " For 

The ballot ■ • householders, aud heads of families only. [This 
papers. it p a p ei . will be called for.] Closing of all pnblic- 
“ houses, beer shops, taverns, aud spirit groceries on 
“ Sundays in the borough of Belfast. House-to-house 
“ cauvass. 1882 The Irish Temperance League having 
“ resolved to ascertain the opinion of the householders 
“ aud heads of families in the borough of Belfast on 
“ the Sunday closing question, respeotfully request 
“ that yon will loudly fill up the following form.” 
Then follow the names of the officers of the association 
“ Are you in favour of the entiro dosing of pablic- 
“ houses, beer shops, taverns, and spirit groceries on 
“ Sundays in the borough of Belfast ? ” “ Yes or no.” 
Then comes the name and address. “If yon are in 
“ favour of Sunday dosing, place a cross in space headed 
“ Yes ; if opposed to Sunday closing, place the cross in 
“ the space headed No. Please sign your name." And 
on the reverse side we give as the case for Sunday 
closing the consumption of spirits and beer in Ireland 
in 1877, 1878, 1879, and 1880, and the arrests for 
fli-nnlrum'pjM iu Ireland in the same years. • 

64,039. Thnt was issued on the ballot paper F — On the 
back of it. 


population included them, aud therefore we are entitled, yj r 
if we like, to deduct them from the population. 1 Vilki-Lu 

64.050. Itonghly speaking, as I understand, out of — - 

40,000 heads of families a clear majority, aud something 
more than a majority, voted in favour of Sunday elosiug ? 

— Yes, that is the position. 

64.051. Twenty-four thousand out of 40.000 ?— That is Remit rf 
so. Well, then, I might mention that iu 1886, when the farlii. ' 
franchise was reduced, and the cities were sub-divided, Dr. mcmirv 
Seeds stood in opposition to Mr. William Johnson for clettioii'a 
South Belfast. Mr. William Johnson, of course, was known Belfa-t 
as a strong temperance man. Dr. Seeds favoured the 
publican interest. Mr. William Johnson received 3,610 
votes, and Dr. Seeds received 871. 

64.052. (Mr. Young.) That was not a tempemnee 
question ? — Dr. Seeds was a Conservative, and so was 
William Jolinson. . 

64.053. The one wns an Orangeman, and that is a 
strong element there ? — They were both Orangemen. 

64.054. (Chairman.) You think it did turn on the 
temperance question ? — I am quite satisfied of it. The 
electors resented the idea that any man should come 
forward for Belfast in the interests of the publican, nnd 
think he had any chance of getting into Parliament as a 
Conservative. Therefore they turned very much to Mr. 
Johnson, even although they might have favoured Dr. 

Seeds. 


64.040. An argument in favour P — This is the wording : 
“Results of Sunday closing. The Sunday closing ’Act 
“ came into operation in the year 1878. Attention is 
“ earnestly requested to the following statistics taken 
“ from Government returns.” We do not say whether 
they are iu favour or aguinst -, we ask attention. 

64.041. (Mi’. Younger.) Do you state in that the re- 
duction of the population which had taken place in the 
meantime ? — No. This only extends over three years. 

64.042. (Chairman.) Did von think it necessary to 
put that comment on the back of the ballot paper. 
Would not that, in the ease of a Parliamentary election, 
be thought an infringement of the freedom of the 
elector, if you had just before an election a ballot paper 
showing the reduction of taxes during a Liberal, and 
during a Conservative Administration ? — Well, it might ; 
but these were facts taken from the Government Re- 
turns ; nnd we thought it was not unreasonable thnt wo 
should place those facts before the people. 

64.043. (Mr. OrinUivj.) I take it it was a means ol' 
canvassing really, wns not it ? — I do not know. You 
could hardly call it a means of canvassing. 

6-1,041. You said just now thnt you were canvassing 
in the lobby of tlio Houao of Commons, and so I 
imagined canvassing was commonly practised by your 
society ? — Oh, yes, wo canvass Mombcrs of Parliament 
very freely, and uso every inlluouco we can to induce 
them to vote on the side we think right. 

Result of 64,045. (Chairman.) What number of returns were 
tlio voting, sent iu to these ballot papers P How muny peoplo voted 
out of the total population ? It would he useful if we 
conldliave tome later figures than 1882 P — I have none. 
I can give some figures with regard to Parliamentary 
elections. There were 23,958 voted in favour of the 
entire closing — that is, of course, for tho city of 
Belfast — 2,912 voted against. That showed a majority 
of the papers filled up of 21,0*6. At that time the 
population of Belfast was a little over 208,000. This, 
of course, included the inmates of the workhouse and 
other institutions. Taking five to a family — I take five, 
although it lias been stated here that six or seven pos- 
sibly would be a more accurate estimate for families in 
Ireland — that would be 40,000 families in Belfast, and of 
those, roughly speaking, 24,000 voted yos. Supposing 
all those who did not vote who were practically neutral 
were added to those who had voted against, it would 
still give a majority of 8,000 of tho entire householders 
of Belfast in favour of the Bill. 

64,040. ‘When you say you included the workhouse, 
would there be a considerable number of people in the 
workhouse? — I should think somewhere about 2,00!). 

64.047. (Mr. Young.) There ore about 4,000 there P — 
I am speaking of 1882. 

64.048. (Ohainnun.) Do you luiow how the inmates 
of the workhouse voted ? — They did not vote at all. I 
am deducting them from the population. 

64.049. I thought you said the ballot papers were 
sent to them ? — No. That is the reason I say that the 


64.055. Would not the publican interest in Belfast 
be able to compass together more than 800 votes on n 
test question, such as you state that election turned 
upon ? — This wns a division of Belfast — South Belfast, 

64.056. In that division they would have commanded 
naturally, would they not, more than 800 votes?— I 
think not — not in that division — there nre other divisions 
in winch they could. 

64.057. (Mr. Young.) At this time was not there a Fctitiom 
gentleman in Belfast who objected to the mode in which aguinn 
these papers were filled up and tlio wny iu which it was :hc UilL 
done altogether, and did he not offer to take a plebiscite 

of Belfast aud give 1,0001. to an hospital if it were found 
thnt the majority of the peoplo were for Sunday elosiug ? 

Were not offers placed in the “ Belfast News Letter," 
and was there no answer and no owe to take them up ? 

Is not that a fact ? — I could not aay it was a foot. If 
yon say it was, no doubt it wns so. 

64.058. This gentleman said that this mode of taking 
the plebiscite in Belfast was a fictitious mode, anil done 
by tho teetotalers, aud thnt they themselves filled 
np the pnpers in many iustanocB, and not tho Lends 
of families, but all sorts of persons — Sunday school 
teachers signed them ; nnd tlio gentleman offered 1.0001. 
if it were proved to be the fact thnt tho majority of tlio 
inhabitants wore for Sunday closing ? — I do not reinuniber 
it as you describe it at all. 

64.059. (Ohainnan.) Following that line of examina- 
tion, were there any petitions against tho Bill P — There 

64.060. Were those petitions exnmined P — They were. 

64.061. Whnt was the result ?— ' There were petitions 
against the Bill in the year 1898, presented, presumably, 
from 15,000 inhabitants of Belfast. The late Lord 
Plunket, Archbishop of Dublin, and the late Mr. 

Henry Wigham and myself axamined them. 

64.062. Was that a petition against tlie Intoxioatiug Peiitioo to 
Liquors (Ireland) Bill ns it is now before Parliament?— theHojs 
Yes, as it is now before the Houso of Commons. It wns of Lows 
at thnt time before the House of Lords. We spent 

some days in carefully examining tho petition from 
Belfast, and we found, in the first place, that it was 
headed ns a petition from the inhabitants of Belfast nnd 
the Province of Ulster. Then, when we came to 
examine the addresses of the people, we found that 
some were -Dublin, some Edinburgh, somo Rhyl, some 
Fleetwood, Glusgow, Rnubon, Stockport, Ashton-undcr- 
Lyne, Pittsburgh, United States of America, Italy, 

&c., &c. Mnny of them I knew to be forgeries, and a 
large number of them were fictitious, because we took 
the trouble of taking the Directory, and in the better- 
class streets that wore given, where the people do not 
move very freely, we could not find any trace of the 
people at all. 

64.063. How many of the 15,000 signatories did you 
eliminate? — We did not eliminate any, because in the 
House of LordB they do not take any notice of petitions 
in the same way ns they do in the Houso of 
Commons. 
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64.064. I should hnve thought for your own purposes 
it might have been useful to ascertain who were 
fictitious and who were bond fide signatories ?— The 
petition was so stained with beer and spirits that we 
looked upon it ns perfectly useless to go any further 
with it. It was utterly valueless. 


64.0115. Do you menu materially stained p — Yes, it 
had boon got up in the publio-bouses iu Belfast. 

64,066. (Bean Dichinam.) Did yon expose that?— Wo 


64.067. Where P — In the newspapers. 

04.068. (Mr. Yowujrr.) There was no secret made 
about it at the time. The petitions lay openly in the 
public -houses, and were signed bv people who went 
thero P — Yes. 

64.069. (Chairman.) I understand the gravamen of 
your charge, to be tlmt this purported to bo a petition 
from Belfast and Ulstorp— As reported in the news- 
papers in Belfast nnd as reported in the proceedings of 
the House of Lords, it was a petition presented from 
inhabitants of Belfast. 

64.070. Was tlmt at tbe head of the petition itself ? 

No, it wns not. Even tlio beading was not properly 
nnotod. Tlio heading wns ‘‘Petition from Belfast anil 
the Province of Ulster,” but then it was announced in 
the nowspapers as being “ inhabitants of Belfast.” 

64.071. That wns not the fault of the people who 
drew up the petition, was it? — People who have a 
petition presented usually instruct those who present it 
es to what it is. Theu further the heading of the 
petition was not attached to the signatures at all. It 
wns evidently added after-wards. 

64.072. Thero was another petition which at the some 
time came from Dublin, was there not. ? — There was. It 
purported to be signed, as reported iu the newspapers, 
by 20,000 working men of Dublin. One of those 
working men wasT. W. Russoll— at least that was the 
signature that was there, and there were other names 
that we could see at a glance were not genuine. 

04.073. (Dean Dickinson. ) He told us of that: that 
his nnd Mr. "Wiglium’s name were signed several times ? 
—We brought him to see it from the House of Commons 
when we came across his name. Then it was worded as 
coming from inhabitants of Dublin, and the counties of 
Dublin, Wicklow, nnd Kildare. So that these petitions 
were practically worthless. 

64.074. ( Chairman .) There is a test in the House of 
Commons that some names must bo written upon the 
same bit of paper on which tlio petition is written P-— 
Yes, and I was snprised to find that there wns no 
regulation with regard to the petitions whatever in 
connection with the House of Lords. They appear to 
he treated as just so much waste paper, and shoved 
away. 

64.075. Do I understand you to say that the House of 
Lords received a petition, though there were no names 
written upon wluit I may call the heading of the 
petition ? — That is so. 

64.076. It would not have been received in the House 
of Commons ?— Lord Plnnkot mentioned it in the 
House of Lords to some of the officials ; they said : 
“ We have so very few coming here we never take any 
“ notice of them.” 

64.077. I suppose there is a record of them, is not 
there ? They print the petitions in the House of Lords 
as in the Commons ? — I think not. I think it is only in 
the proceedings that they are mentioned. I do not 
think there is a sheet issued as there is in the House of 
Commons. 

64.078. ( Dean Dickinson.) Yon said Lord Plunkct and 
Mr. Wigham examined them ? — Tbe three of ns together. 
Might I mention that I have quite a number of letters 
and personal representations from the added area in 
Belfast in regard to the effect of Sunday opening. In 
November last the boundary of the city was extended, 
and of course all the public-houHes in the added area 
were allowed to open the same as in the previous area. 
I cross-questioned a number of the people with regard 
to it, when they complained of the disturbance, and so 
on. I said, I have asked tbe police, or seen the police 
returns, and thero arc very few more arrests for drunken- 
ness; and they said, Wc think the police, perhaps, aw 
right in that, nnd we do not blame them. It iB not a 
question of wrests for drunkenness, but it is the 
rowdyism mid the inconvenience to people who go 
out for a quiet walk, meeting men and boys coming out 


of tbe public-bonnes, not iu a state lit for tho polices to 
arrest them, but yet in such a state os to cause a great 
deal of annoyance and a great deal of disturbance. 

64.079. (Chairman.) Were the results of your ballot 
over examined by the other side as you examined those 
petitions of the working men of Dublin; where they 
ever sifted by an avowed opponent? — No. We pub- 
lished it that they were there to be examined by anyone 
who liked. We had a room specially set apart for tho 
purpose, anil bud them all laying ont in piles, and 
summaries of each pile, in this way (shoiriny a bundle 
of Ihe forms), so that it could be exnmined. and any- 
one who likes to look at tlioso will see they are 
every one signed in the ordinary way. They nro 
witnessed where they ore signed by the canvasser. 

I may mention in connection with that, Mr. Young 
said they were teetotal ; the men who conducted 
this were not teetotalers necessarily. In the first 
place, wo employed all the Liberal agents and all 
the Conservative agents who were willing to take tho 
work, without question as to what their habits were or 
what their notions were. I thought that they would 
he tlie men who would know the districts better thou 
anyone else. 

04.080. Were they paid ? — We paid them 1/. or 25s. a 
week. In some cases the man was a sort of superinten- 
dent, and we gavo him 25s. a week. They worked only 
a certain number of hours in the clny ; they conld not 
work the whole day, and night was no time to do it. 
We sent them ont two by two, so thnt the one would 
be a check upon tho other, and we took every possible 
precaution to have it fairly nnd honestly done as a test 
and without prejudice. 

64.081. (Mr. TFolArer.) I think yon told the Commission 
that you were Secretary to the Irish Temperance 
League ? — I am. 

64.082. May I ask yon wby you desire to disassociate 
yourself, in giving evidence here, from that temperance 
league ? — 1 ao not wish to do so. 

64,088. Did not yon just now express yourself as 
desirous of so doing ? — No. 

64,084. 1 understood you to explain to his Lordship thnt 
you wished to say that your evidence here was not nt tbe 
instance of the league ? — You must have misunder- 
stood me. His Lordship, I think, put tho question, 
the opinions of your association are so and so, meaning 
wlmt I was saying, and I said that I had not submitted 
my statement of evidence to my committee or to my 
association, nnd thnt, therefore, it could only be taken 
as being my evidence, ns secretary of tbe society of 
course, but I do not wish to make them responsible for 
everything I say. 

64,035. You nro a paid secretary? — I am a paid 
secretary ; I moke my living by it. 

64.086. It is owing to tho financial position of the 
league that you have been enabled to travel all over 
Ireland to gain this experience ? — Yes. 

64.087. And yet yon wish to disassociate your 
evidence from any responsibility for the league ? — No, 
I do not. 

64.088. Are yon editor of the “Irish Temperance 
League Journal” ? — I am not. 

64.089. Are you responsible in any way for the matter 
thnt is inserted in it? — Only ns publisher. I am 
responsible, as publisher of it, for any libel that might 
be in it. 

64.090. You are perfectly cognizant of anything and 
everything that appears in its pages? — No, I am not. 
As on instance, I may mention thnt I got a letter 
yesterday calling my attention to something that wns 
in it, and I had not read it. Thnt wns for this month. 

64.091. Do I understand you to say that, as secretary 
of the league which ha8 attaohed to it, a pap or called tlio 
“Irish Temperauce League Journal," you never rend its 
pages ? — I never said anything of the kind. 

64.092. You ore not cognizant of anything that is 
inserted in its pages ? — No, I did not say thnt. I con- 
tribute to it, and, if I happen to be at homo when it is 
going to the press, I usually have a look over it. 

64,098. Who writes its lending articles — do you hnve 
anything to do with that ? — Sometimes I would write a 
leadiug article, but not often, not more than, perhaps, 
once in the twelve monthB. 

64,094. It is very extravngnut in its language some- 
times ?— You might think so. 

Oo 2 
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W. 64,095. You do not ? May I rend n passage from this 
Wilkinson. j onrua i p Speaking of the Duke of York, you say ? 

18 May ’98 - Excnse mc > 1 did Eot Sn y ifc ' 

64,096. Well, the journal? — Yes. 

34.097. Speaking of the Duke of York, it says : “ This 
“ young lnnn who, if spared, will one day occupy the 
" tin-one of the United Kingdom, does not exhibit as 
“ much wisdom and public spirit as we should like to 
“ see in the heir presumptive to the British throne, in 
“ taking under his wing the licensed victuallers." That 
was, I presume, in consequence of his taking the chair 
at the Licensed Victuallers’ Asylum in London ? — It 

64.098. Do you think that is a discreet and proper 
thing to put in a paper ? — I do not think there is nny thing 
wrong about it. 

64.099. (Chairinnn.) Yon did not write it? — I did 
not. 

64.100. (Mr. Wa'ker.) Still you are Secretary of the 
League P — Yes. 

64.101. You are committed to some extent to what 
appem-R in this paper ? — If it wore a libel I should have 
to stand an action, ns being the publisher. 

64.102. The league is established to endeavour to 
bring about prohibition of the trade ? — I will read you 
our constitution. 

64.103. It states so here P —I think it is better to be 
perfectly accurate in the wording : “ The object of this 
■' society shall be the suppression of drunkenness by 
“ moral suasion, legislative prohibition, and all other 
“ lawful means.” 

64.104. The league has a very large staff? — No, not 
very large. 

64.105. Docs it employ any paid lecturers? — It 
does. 

64.106. How many P — Three. 

64.107. Are you quite sure of the number ? — At the 
present moment three is the number. 

64.108. And they are paid a salary ? — And they are 
paid a salary. 

64.1 09. They meet with approval in proportion to the 
degree of zeal and energy they display in the discharge 
of the duties for which they are paid P — I do not quite 
understand that question. It might apply to the com- 
mittee. or it might ?.pply to the public. 

64.110. I am speaking of the lecturer ? — The public 
of course approve of them according to tlie zeal aud 
ability they display. 

64.111. I say he is a paid lecturer, and in proportion 
to his zeal, and the energy ho displays, and tho success 
he has from your point- of view, so he is approved ?— 
Naturally I should say so. 

64.112. It is his duty wherever ho goes to stir up 
opposition against this trade P — It is his duty wherever 
he goes to stir up public opinion in favour of temper- 
ance. 

64.113. And in opposition to this trade ? — If you put 
it that it must be in opposition to the trade to produce 
temperance, then of course it is. 

64.114. You have a largo staff of clerks also P— No, not 
very large. I can tell you what there are in tlie office. 

64.115. Is it supported by voluntary contributions?— 
Yes. 

64.116. Have you ever had a very large donation 
presented to you by one individual?— No, I do not 
remember anything of a very large amount. 

64.117. Do you know of a sum of 5001. being presented 
to tlie league for tlie purpose of Sunday closing by a 
Mr. Hill ? — No ; he never presented more than 501. to 

64.1 18. He did present that ? — He did — one year. He 
was to have come to our annual meeting, but he was lying 
ill in bed and sent us a cheque for 501. and hoped it 
would compensate for his absence. We were very glad 
to receive it, bnt we were sorry that he was ill. 

The 64,119. You referred to tlie coffee stands in Belfast, 

League in tho street ; it was a concession from tho Town Council 
cotiee- so permit those stands to ho there. Do you pay nny 
Stand* in re nt ? —Yes. 

Belfast. 64,120. Is the rent in proportion to the advantages of 
the position ? — I think so, and the Corporation think so. 
Only recently, I think a couple of weeks ago, Mr. 


Alderman Dempsey, moved that the question of the rent v i r 
should be reconsidered, and there was only one other jfilt’ . 
gentleman, the gentleman who seconded, prepared to 

support him. So that the committee evidently thought 

that we were paying quite enough. 

64.121. Is the late Lord Mayor of Dublin a temper- 
ance advocate? — No ; I think tlio Lord Mayors of Dnblia 
are usually publicans. 

64.122. Then you cannot nnswer the question ? The o 

present Lord Mayor of Belfast in speaking of Sunday L 1 " - 
closing a few days ago wrote : ■ ‘ All classes in Belfast, ” Slag ' 
“ including some publicans, desire to see tho public- 

“ houses closed upon Sundays." 

64.123. Did I understand you to say that there had 
been no strong expression of disapproval of Sunday 
closing by the working men in any part of Ireland?— I 
was speaking of Belfast at that time. I think when I 
used that particular expression that is what I was 
thinking of. It is quite true that there has not been 
anywhere in Ireland a legitimate expression of protest 
by anybody against the present. Sunday Closing Act. 

64.1 24. I have a cutting here from the * ! Saturday 
Herald " of Dublin, as to u mooting of tho Waterford 
Trade and Labour Council. It says: "Tho secretary 
•‘therefore had much pleasure in moving: That tins 
“ council, representing the various trades and labour 
•‘ bodies of the city and district, while deprecating tho 
‘‘ excessive use of alcoholic drinks, is strongly opposed 
“ to the Sunday and Early Closing Bill, as it is of 
•‘ opinion that if this Bill was earned into law it would 
‘‘ injuriously affect the industrial interests of this city ; 

" furthermore, we aro of opinion that the crushing of 
“ legitimate trade is highly dangerous to youthful 
“ morals of the city in opening up a new path for vice 
“ by tending to create the nefarioris practice of shebeeu- 
“ ing. That copies of this resolution bo sent to the 
“ Chief Secretary for Ireland, and the city and county 
“ M P.'s ’ ’ ? — Excuse me ; you are mixing up two tilings. 

I am speaking of the present Sunday Closing Act; yon 
are speaking of a Bill that is at present beforo Parliament. 

64. 125. What is the difference P— The one is an Act of 
Parliament, and the other is a Bill which has not been 
passed. 

64.126. This is a protest against any further restriction 
of tbe hours of closing on Sunday and Saturday night? 

— Exactly. 

64.127. You admit that P — I admit thnt Hint is there, 
but 1 do not admit that that mllcciM tho opinion of the 
working people of Waterford. 

64.128. (Mr. Wliilluksr.) Your statement was that 
there had been no deolarcd disapproval of tho existing 
law as to Sunday closing ? — Quito so. 

64.129. What Mr. Walker refers to is another thing 
altogether?— It is a proposed further restriction. 

64.180. (Mr. Walker.) Bnt you have also advocated 
further restriction — closing altogether from 9 o’clock 
Saturday night until a certain hour on Monday morning ? 

— I have. 

64.181. Then you do not recognisa this as being of 
any importance ?— It is of some importance. 

64.132. Is it not equally important as anything 
passed by nny temperance body? — It is not of equal 
importance to tbe opinion of tbe Homan Catholic 
Bishop, the Protestant Bishop, of their clergy and the 
clergy of all other denominations, and to tlie expression 
of a pnblio meeting called for tlie purpose in the town 
hnll where the Lord Mayor supported tho resolutions 
on behalf of entire Sunday dosing. 

64.133. I think I understood yon to say that you had 
had some conversation with publicans, aud they had 
expressed to you their approval of entire Sunday 
oloeiug P — That is so. 

64.134. Of course you know that tho trade organiza- 
tions have presented resolutions to the Government 
opposing Sunday closing p— Yes. 

64.135. These would be exceptions to the general 
rule ?— Well, they might be exceptions. 

64.136. Aro you prepared to say that tho groat body 
of the licensed victuallers in Ireland, or oven in the 
city of Belfast,, are in favour of entire Sunday closing ?— 

I suppose if they were absolutely free they wonld be 
about equally divided. 

64.137. In what sense absolutely free? — As being 
members of an association and l'celing that they are 
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| tfr . it. bound by the majority iu that association to not 

I tft'Jnson. together. 

— 64,138. Do all of them belong to the association'-'— 

No. 


04,139. Those who do not belong to the association 
would be in favour of Sunday closing, is that your view? 
—No. I would not any that. 

64,140 Here are two memorials sent to the respon- 
sible Ministers of the Crown objecting to any further 
interference with their trading ? — 1 mentioned a fact 
that in the lobby of the House of Commons a gentleman 
was there representing the association and representing 
similar resolutions to those. I said to liim, ■' What is 
the use of your coming hero when personally, as yon 
•• have told mo over and over again, you are in favour 
“ of entire Sunday closing,’’ -‘Well,’’ lie said, “I 
“ know, and it would bo a good thing for me if I could 
“ get entire Sunday closing. I do not want to bo open ; 
“ but os long as. the majority of the trnde wuut to keep 
" open, I am bouud to go with thorn." 


gossip and conversation of one or two men ? — Take it 
for what it is worth. I do not wish to attach special 
importance to it. 

Proposed 64,142. Ton are in favour of removing the control of 
licciaiDg licensing questions from the magistrates to an appointed 
luihoriiy. officer ? — To a legal authority. 

64.143. What has been mentioned here is the city 
recorder and iu the county districts the county court 
judge ? — Quito so. I approve of that. 

64.144. Do yon shore the opinion that has becu 
expressed here, that the magistrates genorully have failed 
to realise their responsibility in the discharge of their 
duty faithfully ? — I do most emphatically endorse that 
opinion. 

64.145. Have you read that on the 12th May, in the 
House of Commons. Mr William Johnston said he 
desired to dissociate himself from the opinions expressed 
by his two friends. So far from the magistracy being 
abolished, he believed that the men who filled the 
position hud discharged their duties hitherto most 
conscientiously, and he Bhould very much regret if a 
paid magistracy were substituted. Ton say, in your 
judgment that is not so ?— In my judgment it is the 


(54,146. (Jlfr. l\hil taker. ) Was Mr. Johnston speaking 
with reference to licensing at that time?— I do not know 
at all ; I never hoard of it before. 


(14,147. {Mr. Walker.) He was speaking on the Irish 
Local Government Bill, and there is a portion of that 
Bill that has reference to lieonses ?— I do not know. 


04,148. { Dean Dickinson.) Mi'. Johnson was speaking 
of the substitution of a paid magistracy all over Ireland 
for the present magistrates, not of licensing at all ? — I 
do not know. 


C4.100. (Mr. Win' 'taler.) It does show that the liceused 
houses uro mere drinking shops ? — That is so. 

t’>4 t 10I. {Mr. 11 ’after.) It also shows tluit there is a 
demand foe drink and there is no demand for food? — 
No, not at nil. There is the demand for food, 


04,103. Are you of opinion that the publican neglects 
his business to the extent that he refuses to supply an 
article which he could make a profit out of? — The trades 
are so mixed up iu Ireland that in these towns there 
are very few pure publicans. It is a grocer with a 
publican’s license, a draper, a bootmaker, a barber, iu 
the larger pLocos, a man who sells newspapers and 
tobacco, unu so on. It does not lend itself very well 
to adding a restaurant. 


04.164. Is not supplying food a fair charge of complaint 
against the licensed victualler? — I do not know that I 
actually made it as a charge. 


04,165. I ask is it— I do not say that you eon make 
it. Do you consider it a fair charge of complaint 


against the liconsod victualler for not supplying food P— 
We have no licensed victuallers in Ireland. They nri 


64,149. (Chairman.) Ton do not know the circum- 
stances under which that speech was delivered P — I do 
not know anything about it. 

Luge pro. 64,150. {Mr. Walker.) Ton spoke of 296 prosecutions 
t«tiou of and out of them 1(56 conviotions. By that statement do 
faaroali. you imply that the magistrates failed to do their duty ? 
— Idid. 


vintners. If he was a licensed victualler, then I consider 
it would he his duty to supply food. I have suggested 
changes which I think would bring it about that food 
would be supplied. 

(54,106. (Mr. Hi /si op.) Ton have been pleased to put Pnriia- 
£n evidence the contest which took place in one of the memory 
divisions of Belfast to elect a Member of Parliament ? — election in 
Tea. Belfast. 

(54,167. The minority vote, I think you said, was 
something like about 800 ? — Tes. 

64.108. Would you give the number of registered 
voters iu tliat division P — I do not think I could supply 
that at the moment, but in addition to the votes recorded 
that 1 mentioned there was a Liberal candidate and ho 
reoeivod 990 votes. 

64.109. The importance is attached to the minority 
vote ? — You see the majority vote was 3,610. It is the 
very great disproportion that I drew attention to. 

64.170. Of oourse in the division it is common 
property. The number of registered voters is generally 
on the list and anyone could have them P — Tes, but 
I have not itbero. 

64.171. (Chairman.) Dodd’s Parliamentary Companion 
would give it? — Dodd’s Parliamentary Companion would 
not represent 1886. We hove grown so mack siuoe 
that. 


64.151. That if they had done tlieir duty, in your 
judgment, the people prosecuted ought all to have been 
convicted ? — No, I did not soy that. 

64.152. Would it hear that interpretation ?— Decidedly 


64.153. Why do yon imply that the magistrates failed 
to do tlieir duty ; in their discretionary power and 
ordinary common sense they may have discovered flows 
in the charges made ?- — Tou never sat for two lionrs in 
the Belfast Police Court, or yon would not ask tkut 
question, 

64.154. Ton spoke of the facility which was permitted, 
and how easy it wns for a restaurant- keeper to obtaiu a 
spirit license ? — I liardly put it that way. 

(54,155. Still they were favoured if it was Rliown that 
they supplied food to the people ? — Tes, decidedly. 

64,156. Did you not complain that that is merely 
a blind to got the license ? — Yes, I have cases in my 
mind where tluit wns practically tho ease, where there 
never was a meal sold after the license was got. 

(54,157. It was simply used as a monns to an end, to 
get the license? — Yes. 


in licensed vintners' bouses — in liceused premises?— So Sunday 
I understand. elosieg, 

04.173. You have characterised them ns containing a &c ‘ 
great number of forgeries P — Yea. 

64.174. I heard a question put to yon whether you 
could prove that they were forgeries P — Oh, yes. 

64.175. Toucan ? — Ob, yes. 

04,17(5. What test havo you applied ?— I have brought 
tho man whoso name was there, and he said he never 
signed it. 

(54,177. That is one case only ? — Tliero -were several. 

I took a list of a number of names, and when I returned 
to Belfast I went to them and asked them if they bad 
signed it, aud they said no. 


(14,178. As to those petitions, whou they are sent to 
the House of Commons, do you say they would receive 
no notice at all ? — Excuse mo, the Houso of Lords. 


64,179. All petitions, I understand, go before scruti- 
neers ? — Not iu the Houso of Lords, I understand. 


64,180. With regard to tho magisi rales tliat you spoke 
of yesterday, I think you said they came from very 
great distances to attend important sessions — some a 
Oo 3 
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Mr. W. day’s journey ? — 35 miles ; anil I had a letter yesterday. 
Wilkinson, and I have a newspaper liore in connection with it, where 

in petty sessions two magistrates drove a considerable 

18 May ’98 distance, and thou drove on the car with the publican 

- — who wns to be brought up, anil they ilid the best they 

could for him when on the bench ; they live quite out 
of the potty sessions district in which the case was heard. 
Canvass- 64,181. Your opposition to tire magistrates, I under- 
ing of stand, is principally because tlioy are canvassed ? — No, 
magis- not principally. 

imtcs. 64,182. That is one thing ? — That is one very strong 

matter. Because they do not net judicially. 

64.183. Is the system of canvassing very prevalent in 
Belfast? — It is, but not so bad about Belfast ns it is in 
some other districts. 

64.184. Do you thiuk it would be more reprehensible 
to canvass a magistrate than for you yourself to canvass 
a Member of Parliament? — I consider that is what a 
Member of Parliament is for. We make the Members 
of Parliament for that. 

Opposition 01,185. With regard to those stalls that have been put 
to the up in Belfast for the supply of coffee and tea and food ; 
League were these first of all put up through a public demand 
coffee- on the part of the people ? — Yes. 
stands. 64,186. Not an enterprise or scheme of any particular 
party or syndicate ? — No. It wns not at first intended 
in any sense os a commercial undertaking. 

64.187. It has been n very money-making scheme ? — 
It 1ms not been yet. We aro very well satisfied with it, 
and intend continuing it. 

64.188. Yon think there was no demand for such stalls 
by the public? — Yes, there was the demand, but not 
the supply, and it wns to supply that demand that we 
established them. 

64.189. Would that demand not really come out of 
the fact, that you closed the other public places — slint 
you had closed the public-houses against the public, 
and diming the time that they were closed they required 
those places ? — No, not at all. 

64.190. I understood yon yosterday to say so, that 
you had met with very serious opposition from a part of 
the trade ? — Wo did not try to close them up so much 
ns they have tried to close us up. 

64.191. What was the opposition that the trade offered 
to you ngainst these stalls ? — When the Commission was 
appointed to inquire into the misdeeds of the Belfast 
Corporation — I cannot give tlio exact date — one of the 
complaints that was brought against tiro Corporation 
was that tlioy hnd granted these sites to us ; and the 
chairman, after listening a little hit, said, “Wliat is all 
this about and they said, ‘ ‘ Oh, yon know, your liouour, 
it is this outsido hero.” He said, “Is it that place that 
wc pass coming in here every day P” and they said, 
“Yes.’’ “Oh well, if tlio Town Council have never 
“ done anything worse than that we will forgive them. 
“ Whnt is the nextP” Then they got up a deputation 
to the Corporation, and tried on one occasion to get us 
removed. They started it. Two publicans undertook 
it. There were five publicanB in the immediate neigh- 
bourhood, and none of the others would sign it. They 
said it was no use ; it wns absurd. That .fell through. 
Then tlioy did got a deputation np in a general way, 
and went before the Harbour Commisoioners, and also 
before tho Town Council, and asked them to remove us. 

64.192. Is it not a foot that the only opposition they 
offered you or to tho promoters of this scheme was 
Bending a deputation to the Harbour Commissioners to 
say that the innkeeper wns unfairly handienpped ; that 
he wns very heavily rated and taxed, and these peoplo 
■wore allowed to have these plno.es at a nominal price, 
say Is. or so a stand ? — No, tliat is not the fact. It is a 
fact that they did do that, but it is not a fact that that is 
all they did. 

64.193. If it is denied, I must ask bis Lordship to 
allow mo to road the paragraph which appears on tho 
15th September 1894 ? — Boforo you read it you will 
notice the answer I have given. The manner in which 
yon put it is that that is tlio only thing they did. I say 
they did that, but tlioy did n grant deal more. I ac- 
knowledge they did that, butd say tlioy did a great deni 
more. 

64. 194. (Mr. Rnliwls.) I suppose you Inivo lia*l tho 
opportunity of testing public opinion upon these tom- 
pernr.ee questions all over Ireland generally ? — All over 
Ireland. 


64.195. I)o you move about from place to place ir , r 
almost constantly? — 1 have travelled something like Will 
10,000 miles since the end of January. 

64.196. So that you are in a position to speak of the ® und3 .‘ 

prevailing opinion iu all parts of Ireland upon these 2?' 1 
points ?— I tliiuk so. “““»<■ 

64.197. I want to ask you a question as to the present 
condition of Sunday closing. I understood you to say 
that ‘there was no real difference of opinion in Ireland 
as to tlm present lnw ou Sunday closing? — Practically 
no difference of opinion. 

64.198. With regard to earlier closing on Saturday, the 
overwhelming opinion of the country was in favour of 
earlier closing ? — That, is bo. 

64.199. But when they come to the question of the 
present Bill dealing with the exempted towus you have 
said that tlio clergy, tho Presbyterian and the Episcopal 
denominations, and tho majority of tho Roman Catholic 
Church, were in favour of total Sunday closing? — Yes, 

And all other denominations. 

64.200. But that some of tho Roman Catholic clergy 
are not so sure of the matter ? — They were not so sure 
of what the result would be. 

64.201. The Bishops rather favonr a gradual limitation 
of the boars of opening on Sunday ? — Quite so. 

64.202. That was a matter of opinion ? — A matter of 
opinion and only a matter for experiment. 

64.203. Yon are perhaps aware that some of tho 
polico authorities iu Ireland have given it as their 
opinion that if this Bill were pnssed they would be able 
to carry it out without any increase of illicit drinking in 
the place ? — Yea. 

64.204. If they bad certain powers ? — Yes ; and I put 
that question to several lending police officials. I said : 

“ Well, now, you think it would be better to let them 
have an hour or so ; are you afraid of the result ? ” 

“ Ob. not at all,” he said ; “ whatever law yon pass we 
“ will sec that it is enforced, and we have powers 
“ enough to see tliat it is carried out and that there is 
“ no increase iu drinking or drunkenness.” 

64.205. One question u» to the Irish Temperance 
League. That includes, I think, all religions denoini- 
nntions, does nob it ? — It does. 

64.206. Am to tho public mootings which yon refer to Public 
au having been bold in favour of Hmiday closing, do you opinions 
say they were attended by working rnou ?— Yes ; mid BclTasL 
some, of them were comprised almost entirely of working 

men and held in tlio district where working men roside, 
tho opon-air mootings especially, I addressed ono last 
year where they calculated that thcro wore uemly 3,000 
presont at au open-air meeting and tho vote was 
muuiimons. 

64.207. Wliat is tho result of your exporieuco of tho 
majority of the working men of Irelmid with reference 
to Sunday closing ; are they in favour of it themselves? 

— As far ns Bolfast is concerned they arc very largely in 
favour of it, and almost unanimously, except those who 
are in the habit of indulging to excess on Saturday 
nights, and who, of course, would like to be able to get a 
hair of the dog that bit them as early as possiblo on 
Sunday. I have in my hnuil a lotter from the manager 
of one of the factories, only an instance of others. 

64.208. Iu Belfast ?— In Bolfast. Ho says : “ Every- 
body signs, Iloman Catholics and all.” That is in 
favour of tlio Bill. I do not wish to spenk so emphnti- 
cally of the rest of Ireland, boenuso I am not so intim- 
ately acquainted with it. 

64.209. With tlm other exempted towns ? — With tho 
other exempted to wns. lint my opinion is from informa- 
tion I have derived from people hi those towns, that tho 
majority in every coho is in favour of entire Sunday 
dosing. 

04.210. Wo liuvo hoard sv good donl from other 
witnesses as to tho solving of drink to childron. Have 

yon anything to any to that iu regard to Ireland?— chldre ' 
There has been so much said, and especially after what 
Mr. Simmons said as representing the Trades Council 
of Dublin, that I do not thiuk I need put iu this 
return of children going to public -houses and so on ; 
lint I should like to mention that at. a meeting in 
Belfast of tlio magistrates on Monday, 20 th February, 
this year, tlio following resolution wns adopted : “ That 
“ a representation should bomndo to the Licensing Com- 
‘ ! mission to hnvo n clause inserted iu any new licensing 
Bill prohibiting the sale of iutoxicating liquors to 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 

Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. 


Vr. IT. “ children under 13 yearn of ago, eveu for the purpose 
Wilkinson. “ of carrying off the premises.” 

— * 6L 2.11 . Was that carried liy a large majority of the 

magistrates i — It was carried unanimously ; at least, 
without dissent. Evon the magistrates who were 
present and who were members of the trade, I must 


successive proposals to amend the Sunday Closing Act P Mr. IT. 
— Thera have been petitions sent l>y tlio trade and Wilkinson. 

petitions got up by the trade. ’ 

G4,228. Are they of appreciable magnitude r — No. 1 8 May 9 8 


say, supported the resolution. Some of them spoke in 
support of it. 


I riroaids. Have yon anything to say in reference to the 

treatment of barinoidB which arises out of your 
personal experience ? — In Ireland, in some places there 
are very few barmaids ; there are not many in Belfast, 
but in Cork I havo had very strong representations 
made about the barmaids there, and also in Limerick, 
I have been urged — in fact upbraided for not taking up 
the case, as it is one of the worst things possible, and I 
have this loiter from a person who was engaged in the 


64,213. At Cork P — No ; this is in the north of Ireland. 
He is not eugnged in the trade in the town he writes 
from : “ The employment of women in public-houses. 
“ I consider this will bo the first great move to further 
“ the temperance cause. I say this from many years' 
“ experience as a policeman, and now as a publican 
“ both in England aud Ireland. Women will not 
“ frequent the houses kept by men so much, nor will 
“ men remain so long to get the worse for drink.” 


64.214. From your own experience, do you think that 
this is an evil whioh ought to be seriously, considered P 
— I think barmaids should not be employed at all. 

64.215. (Beau Dickinson.) They me not allowed in 
America ? — I believe not. 


64,210. (Mr. Roberts.) Do you think public opinion in 
Ireland would be in favour of what you suggest ? — Yes, 
especially amongst the clergy. They have spoken very 
strongly about it. 


have anything to say ns to the police frequenting public 
honses when on duty ? — Yes. Some few years ago the 
regulations of the police were altered, and although 
they have canteens in their principal barracks, they are 
allowed, when off duty, to frequent public-houses. I 
know — I have ascertained and proved it beyond a doubt — 
that it is most demoralising to the younger man who 
have not got thoroughly into discipline, as they frequent 
some houses where there is a room upstairs which is 
known ns the policemen’s room, and they go there and 
speud tlioir time off duty which, of course, does not 
make them inclined to look after the publican ns strongly 
as tlioy would do if thoy had not gone there. 


G4.229. The general trend of public opinion in Ireland, 
in your opinion, is strongly in favour of the proposed 
amendment of the existing Sunday Closing Act P— Yes. 

To a great extent I differ from what Mr. Maurice Henly 
said, and I think I have a better menus of judging, 
taking the country all over. My opinion is that at tins 
present moment 'the feeling in favour of that Bill is 
stronger than it has been for the last 10 or 15 years. 

64.230. Have there been any petitions for the repeal 
of the existing Sunday Closing Act? — Not that I know 
of. There was, of course, an effort on the part of Mr. 

John O’Counor in 1SS7, but it came to nothing. 

64.231. And there bus been nothing more for the last 
10 years P — Nothing. 

64.232. That was an organised trade opposition? — 

Yes ; It was quite understood that Mr. John O’Connor 
was a salaried official of a brewery. 

64.233. I should like to ask you, as bearing on some Meals in 
evidence you gave just now, do yon think it would be public- 
an improvement in the Irish licensing law if it were houses, 
made compulsory for publicans to supply meals : not 
lodging, but simply meals P — I should not like to make 

any proposition which is not practicable, and I do not 
think it would be possible to carry that out. 

64.234. Bread and cheese, for instance ? — I was think- 
ing of meals, but then I loiow what it would come to, 
that it would simply be a bit of cheese ou the counter 
and a biscuit so as to comply with the law. 

64.235. You know well enough that in country 
districts in Ireland if a passer-by stops at c public- 
house and wants a meal ho cuunot get it— he cannot get 
anything, not even a potato p — Quite so, and therefore 
I made the suggestion that in connection with the loiui 
fits travollcr there should be a special license issued 
for hotel-keepers, and that they should be bound to 
supply refreshments to travellers. 

64.236. Of course any building, licensed or unlicensed, 
that is open for the accommodation of travellers comes 
under the Innkeepers Act ? — Yes. 

61.237. I do not propose that public-houses should 
be brought under the Innkeepers’ Act, but it would ho 
to my mind an advantage if every person ta k ing ont a 
publican’s license in Ireland were compelled by law to 


64.218. Wlnit is your suggestion? — I think as the 
police forco are, they should not be allowed to frequent 
public-lionses for tho purpose of sitting drinking. 

64.219. (Mr. Caine.) Would you moke it illegal to 


supply a policeman, in or out of uniform? — Well, 
hardly. I think thnt would bo putting too much upon 
the publican. I would hardly go that length. 


64. 220. How would you carry out your recommenda- 
tion ? — As for as Ireland is concerned all the Inspector- 
General has to do is to say that they are not to do it, 
and thoy must not do it. 

64.221. It would bo an offence ou the part of the 

? rlicomnn, and not on the part of tho publican P — 
es. 


authority you mean ? — Yes, 

64.223. ( Dean Diekineim.) A policeman can get a 
reasonable amount of liquor in the canteen of the 
barrack ? — Yes ; that lias been especially provided for. 

64.224. In order to keep them out of the temptation of 
going to public-houses ? — Yes. Of course it may bo that 
the police authorities think that it is a good thin g that 
certain policemen should be allowed to go to public- 
houses to see what, is going on, in a confidential way, 
when they are off duty. I do not know. 

, 64,225. (Mr. Caine.) Has thero to your knowledge 


I Sunday been any organised ngitation or other sort of public- 
I ■wing, opinion in Ireland against tho Sunday Closing Bill P — 


64,226. It is part of your business in life, I suppose, 
to koop track of everything that goes on in Parliament 


with regard to the Sunday Closing Act in Ireland ?— It 
has been so for many years. 

64,227. Have there been any petitions Bent from 
Ireland, from tho trado or anybody else, against these 


it ? — I do not think thnt that would he a great hardship, 
seeing that they get such a valuable monopoly. 

64.238. I myself have tested it in Ireland lately by 
going into a number of country public-houses anil 
asking for something to eat, and being unable to get 
oven a potato. If you happened to hit their particular 
meal time yon might got a shore of it, but they simply 
say, “ We have no food und we cannot give you 
anything”? — I have experienced the same difficulty 
myself. 

64.239. If it were only to compel them to have a loaf 
of bread aud a piece of cheese it would he something? 

— 1 think that might be carried out. I was thinking of 
a restaurant. 

64.240. No— tea aud bread and butter, or egg — some 
sort of food ? — Yes. I must say that in Ireland they 
are much worse off in that respect than yon are in 
England. 

64.241. (Mr. Whitlaler.) Wo have heard a great deal Canvass- 

as to tho prevalence of canvassing of magistrates in mg of 
Ireland. May I ask you if you have canvassed mngis- magis- 
trates ? — No. trates. 

64.242. You hove never done so at all ? — Never. 

65.243. You gave us some interesting evidence as to Sunday 
the. closing of publie-houseR at Belfast, tlmough the riots, and early 
and the groat diminution of drunkenness which thoro closing in 
was as the result of that, and the great improvement in Belfast, 
the trade done by the shopkeepers during that time P — 

Ye3, that was so. 

64.244. That would rather suggest, would it not, thnt 
while riots are bad, public-houses are worse P — There is 
no doubt about that. 

64.245. I think you referred to a case where a 
publican objected to closing up a private door, because 
it would necessitate his wife and cliildren going through 
the public-house ? — Yes. The point was that a publican 
was noticed ont of the premises he was in, and he took 

Oo 4 
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Mr. IY. premises a little bit farther down the street at a corner. 
Wilkinson. Wo did not oppose the granting of the license absolutely. 

> but we did oppose it because there were a number of 

IS Muy '08 B ide doom in the street, that is, it would have niude two 
~~ or three pnlilio.honses, practically. Eventually the 
Side doors, appliennt agreed to shut up all the doors but one nt the 
&c- back, and our solicitor was insisting on that being done ; 

he said, “Now I must have a hall-door: would you 
like to have your wife and children going through a 
public-house ? " And 1 think if publicans do not like 
their wives and children to have to go through a pnblic- 
lionse to get to their homes, other people’s wives and 
children should not be compelled to go into a public- 
house for a post-office or for buying other goods. 

64,246. The fact that the publican slid not like his 
own wife and children to pass through the public-house 
is a very useful indication of what the publican really 
knows the public-house to be. a mostuudesirable place ? 
—I think tknt every publican will own tbnt it is a most 
undesirable place for anybody who wants to be decent. 
Irish Tom- 64,247. (Mr. Youugsr.) I <lo not know that it is very 
. ]icrnnce material, but I think, in answer to Mr. Walker, you said 
la-ague. the largest subscriptions you had received for your 
campaign was SOI. ?— No. Ho naked what the Irish 
Temperance League had received from a certain 
gentleman. 

64.248. Mr. Hills ?-Yes. 

04.249. And you said SOI. ? — Yes. 

64.250. The “ Temperance League Journal ” calls it 

GUOI. ? — No, excuse me, it does not. 

04.251. 1 * Mr. A. F. Hills, who hnB contributed 5001. to 
'• the special Sunday Closing campaign ” ? — That is not 
the Irish Temperance League. 

64.252. That is the “ Irish Temperance League 
Journal” anyhow? — Yes, but that was contributed to 
u special campaign commiltee, not to the Irish 
Temperance League. 

04.253. I do not know that it is material, only I 
wanted to give you an opportunity of correcting it if it 
were wrong P — I intended explaining where the 501)1. 
had been given to, but, of course, I had to answer 
Mr. Walker’s questions. He gnvo 500L to Irish 
Sunday Closing. 

Sunday 02.254. With regard to the riots which Mr. Whittaker 
closing in suggests are bud and public-houses ore worse, is it not 
liolfast the fact that during the existence of these riots the 
during police were very clmry about arresting people, nud that 
riots. they hod for too much to do to arrest, drunken people, 
when people of much greater importance were required 
to be put in limbo ? — Tho police had very little to do in 
the latter port. 

64.255. You would baldly suggest that during serious 
riots a policeman would take much trouble about the 
mere arrest of a man for drunkenness ? — You see, in 
Belfast what leads to riot is the men saying “ To hell with 
the Pope,” or “ To hell with King William ” during 
the riots, when the man is a little bit the worse for 
liquor, party feeling runs so very high. Therefore 
during those times of riot the polico would arrest men 
under the influence of drink whom on other occasions 
they wonld allow to find their way home. 

64.256. Even although under such circumstances 
of ferment it is sometimes wiso not to arrest people 
who are not really doing any serious harm in order 
to avoid iaflamiug the populace ? — We deni with 
things in a very drastic way iu Ireland. When there 
is anything of that sort they do not wait to think 
whether it would have that effect or not ; they believe 
prevention is better than cure, and that it is better to 
run the man in before he has caused a disturbance than 
to arrest him afterwards. 

64.257. (Lean Dichin sun.) A sort of striking of 
matches in a powder magazine ? — Quite so. 

64.258. (Mr. Younger.) So that you think tlie drunken 
people received the usual attention at that time ? — A 
little more. 

Sale of 6-4,259. With regard to the resolution passed about 
drink to the supply to children. Was that resolution on the 
children. agenda paper of the meeting which passed it? — Oh, 
yes. 

64.260. Intimation was given of the resolution ? — Yes, 
a meeting was especially summoned for the purpose of 
considering it. 

04.261. Had you anything to do with that resolution ? 
— I was not aware that it was to come before the 
magistrates at all. 


64.262. You had nothing to do with tho drafting of . 1 /,. i r 

it ?— Nothing whatever. IK'fcii,.’, 

04.263. It was suggested by the magistrates them- * — 

selves?— Yes. At the same time, lest it should he mis- 
understood like the other question, I will give the 
history of how it came about. Tiic Lord Mayor presided 

at the annual meeting of the Irish Temperance League 
iu the Ulster Hall, oa the 18th January 1898, ami a 
resolution was passed at that meeting requesting him to 
summon a meeting of the magistrates to take notion. 

The Lord Mayor did not communicate with me after- 
wards, neither did any of the magistrates ; nor did 
the clerk of the police courts ; nor was I aware that 
it was coming on until I saw it reported in the news- 
paper on the evening on which the meeting was held. 

I may say I felt a little bit annoyed, because I thought 
I could have framed a resolution a good deal stronger 
if they had only given me the chance. 

64.264. You ore aware, however, that the polioe— I 
think the name was Inspector Morell, stated here that 
they had never had any onsu of abuse, as far as he 
knew, of this messenger system ?— I do not remember it. 

04.265. It seems also a curious thing (my information 
muy not be correct) that the magistrates never sent auy 
intimation of that resolution to the traders in Belfast. 

Do you happen to kuow whether that is so or not ? — 

I do not know anything at all about it. 

64.266. It seems a curious thing that they should have 
taken the trouble to pass a resolution of that kind anil 
not intimate it to the trade? — You see the resolution is 
not one similar to whnt was passed in England. 

64.267. Still it had a very important bearing on that 
question ? — The resolution is only that they should 
communicate with the Royal Commission. I did not 
know that even the clerk of the police court took the 
trouble to send it here. 

64.268. (Mr. Grinling.) Yon have attended a very 
large number of meetings of the Commission of lste, 
have you not? — I have, ever since tlie Irish evidence 
came on. 

64.269. I suppose I shall not be saying anything 
offensive if I say that you hold a kind of watching brief 
for the Irish Temperance League ? — Decidedly. 

64570. You have had au opportunity of hearing tho Spirit 
questions tluit have boon put repeatedly on the subject grown, 
of the spirit grocer’s license ? — I have. 

64,2/1. As your evidence is more or less a repetition 
of the evidence we have hud beforehand, it is really 
unnecessary that I should go into these points again ? — 

Well, that is for yon. 

G4.272. If I did I should not be likely to produce auy 
impression upou you, should 1? — Well, I do not 
know. 

64.273. I can confine myself to two or three questions. 

Your evidence, I think, shows that it is not only a 
spirit-grocer's license, but the licensed trade generally 
in Ireland you are opposed to ; the whole of the trade P 
— Perhaps ib is hardly fair to put it exactly iu tbnt way, 
but I do not sec tlxe point exactly. I do not wish to 
be misunderstood. 

64.274. You did go so far as to say — speaking of the 
spirit-grocer, the law by which the license was arranged 
was had, and that the grocer himself was bad? — Not in 
every case. I did not say in every cnee. 

64.275. Practically that was your evidence, that tho 
law with regard to tho spirit-grocer’s license was had, 
and the trade was a bad one ; that is a fair statement, 
is it not?— Yes. 

64.276. (Chairman.) If I recollect rightly, you were 
speaking of the grocers when I asked you if you saw 
any objection to the mixed trade, and you thought it a 
had system, and the law which applied to it was also 
bad ? — Quite so. 

64.277. (Mr. Grinling .) I understood you differently : 
that the law wbioh governed the spirit grocer's license 
was a bad one P— Yes. 

64.278. And that the spirit grocer’s .trade was a bad 
one ? — I did not use that expression. 

64.279. I understand now you 'qualify that 'to a cer- 
tain extent, and you say you would like to draw a 
distinction between the respectable members of the 
trade and the portion of the trade that your remarks 
principally applied to?— Decidedly. I do not think 
everybody should bo condemned because someone 
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Mr. TT. associated with them, or being iu tlie same trade, or 
VBUutu- living in the same sheet, happens to be a bad ir — 


64.280. You referred to the remark of a bishop in 

;.ii*a5e 1803 — one of the Roman Catholic bishops — whore he 

■ >l ,irit said there was a lamentable increase of spirit grocer’s 
-Ntew. ]iccuses ? — Yes, that was Dr. McAllister. 

04.281. Do you think he knew, or do you yourself know, 
what was this lamentable increase during the previous 
three years ? — It was very great. I gave the numbers. 

04.282. Can you give them me again ? May I give 
them to you ? In 1890 in the whole of Ireland there 
wer- 1 578 spirit grooors’ licenses ? — Wo are speaking of 
Belfast, excuse me. 


64.283. No. I am asking about tlio whole of Ir eland ? 
— He was speaking of Belfast, and I wish to confine 
myself to that. I think you will find that at least 300 
of these were in Belfast. 

04.284. I am afraid we have no means of ascertaining 
that at the moment. I will treat it simply as the spirit 
grocers’ license iu Ireland. The increase between 1890 
and 1893 was from 578 to 007 for the whole of Ireland ? 
— Yea ; but it is not fair to treat it in that way, because 
it is n special evil ia Belfast. 

04.285. I quite admit that. I only want to get my 
point ; that is, the increase for the whole of Ireland. 
Would it be reasonable to describe that as a lamentable 
inorease ? — If it were spread all over Ireland. I would 
not use that expression ; but if it were in Belfast alone, 
and the Recorder had refused almost every one of those 
applicants a publican’s license in his discretion, I think 
it would be very lamentable. 

61.286. I think you hnve heard during the time 
yon have been attending here, the reason ussigned 
why the Bpirit grocer’s license has increased largely 
in Belfast and Dublin, linvo you not? — I have heard of 
many reasons. 

64.287. The general assumption is that if yon refuse 
all other classes of license and this particular licenso 
only cun be got, necessarily there will be a large 
increase in that number. That is a reasonable explan- 
ation, is it not ? — Yes. 

iiuxby 04,288. {Mr. Young . ) I think you said the feeling was 
during. stronger for Sunday closing in Ireland now than 
formerly ?— I said it was more expressed. 

04.289. But you do not say that there is a greater 
number of pooplo for Suuday closing in Belfast, thou 
before ? — There arc quite os many as ever there were. 

04.290. How do you know that P— By the readiness 
with which pnblto meetings nre attended when 
summoned; by the unanimous resolutions passed at 
them, and also by tlio fact that the trade cannot get up 
a meeting in opposition unless of their own particular 
members and their friends. 

04.291. They do nut try. Wliut class of people are 
yon associated with in Belfast, is it the cliurnh-going 
people ? — Yes, and those who do not go to church. 

04.292. Do you come into contact now with the 
operatives and labouring classes ?— Yes, very consider- 
ably. 

64.293. Are your meetings held at the Young Mon's 
bristiau Association? — No. 


64,298. Hove yon large numbers of Roman Catholics 
coming to your meetings ? — I have a letter here from a I 
Roman Catholic clergyman in Belfast. 


64,209. 1 dare say ; but could yon answer my question : 
have you largo numbers of Roman Catholics coming to t 
your meetings when held in different places in Belfast ? ' 
— I could not answer that question, because wo neverask c 
a man coming to our meetings whether he is a Roman 
Catholie or a Protestant. 


64,300. (Chairman.) What wore yon going to say 
when, iu answer to Mr. Young's question, you said you 
liad a letter? — Prom a Roman Catholic clergyman in 
Belfast. 


04,301. Would that be an answer to the question of 
the Commissioner ? — Yes, I wanted to show that there 
is a very strong feeling amongst the working-class 
Roman Catholic people of Belfast iu favour of our BilL 
This is a clergyman in a district that is almost < 


64,302. To what effect is the letter p — That he is most 
heartily with us in the matter. 


64,303. {Mr. Young.) Does that clergyman say it was 
with reference to Sunday closing? — In favour of the 


Bill as it is before Parliament. 


64,304. When yon say that public opinion in Ireland Sunday 
is stronger for Sunday closing, may I draw your atten- closiuir _ 
tion to the fact that last year, when the Bill was before nn, l Irish 
the House, it seemed to bo much weaker ; the test in M.I’.'j. 
the House of Commons last year proved that really the 
tendency was in the other direction ? — No ; excuse me. 

The test proved that there were more prepared to vote 
against the Bill tlmn there hod been when it was before 
the House previously, not exactly that there were fewer 
prepared to vote for it. I am quite aware of all the 
manipulation that went on, and that produced that 
result. I need not enlighten yon on that. 


64,306. (Mr. Young.) May I point this out : that 
there was an election in Belfast where a man coiled 
Turner, who was an auctioneer of public-houses and 
connected with pnblio-houses, stood in opposition to a 
teetotaler? — He did. 


. He v 


is one of the most popular men iu 
Belfast, and one of the most leading men, but, to the 
surprise of everybody, the publican was within 161 of 
getting in, and there never was such a thing before ? — 
Do yon say there was surprise P 
64,808. I am asking you this : is not the tendency 
rather in the other direction in Belfast, when you find 
out these examples which I have pointed out to you ? — 
Of course it is a very delicate thing to speak of a n ' 


opularity or otherwise. I had better be perfectly 
open. The other candidate was Sir James Huslett. 


Christian Association? — No. 

04.294. Whore P— In the Ulster Hall, on the Custom 
House steps, and in the open spaces up by Ewart s 
mills and elsewhere. We have held them over in Bally- 
nmccarratt, and at the entrance to Harlaud and Woolf’s 
works. 

04.295. At all events they nre temperance meetings ?— 
They nre iu favour of temperance decidedly, bnttheyare 
summoned specially for this particular business. 

64.296. Tlio temperance league holds meetings in 
several places, sometimes there will be 30 people, some- 
times less and sometimes moro. Is it your opinion that 
that is a way of gettiug a knowledge of the wants of the 
growing population of Belfast, numbering 370,000 ?— I 
think the ordinary meetings of temperance societies 
are not a way of ascertaining the opinion of tbo general 
public ; but I do think, when a challenge is thrown out 

this way, and a very largo proportionate number of 


An Episcopalian bad been member for that division. 
There is always a certain nmouut of jealousy between 
the Presbyterians and Episcopalians in Belfast. Mr. 
Turner was an Episcopalian, and a great many of the 
Episcopalians were annoyed that the Conservative 
Piu-ty should not have done what they think they ought 
to have done, and put up an Episcopalian to succeed 
Sir William Ewart, instead of a Presbyterian, Sir James 
Haslett. The result was that you might say there was 
a hull' among the Episcopalians, and they would nob 
come out to work for Sir James. Yon know that as 
well as I do. 


the residents iu that particular locality come oat and 
attend a meeting, and vote iu favour of Sunday closing, 
that it is ouo of tlie very strongest possible indications 
of how the people in tiiat neighbouvhond feel on the 
matter. 

04,297. Are not. these simply the church-going 
Protestants V — Not at all. 


64,309. (Ohairmm.) A question was asked you about Liquor 
tbe apparent decrease of interest among the Irish trade and 
Members in the House of Commons, aud you said you Irish 
were able to explain that. I should very much like to parties, 
know to wbnt you attribute that apparent want of in- 
terest? — The vote of, we may call them, the Unionist . 

Party in Ireland was unanimous iu favour of tho Bill, 
and every Member, with one exception, either voted or 
paired in favour of the Bill. That disposed of the 
Unionists. Then the Nationalist Members are now 
divided up — I do not say this iu auy disrespect, but 
simply as a matter of hwtory — into sections, and one 
particular section of that party has bodily gone over to 
the licensed vintners. Money is scarce, and there is 
nobody in Ireland gets the money so easily, and of 
course bo get votes they are prepared to subscribe to 
party funds. I do not mean anything wrong. 
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Mr. W. 64,310. (Mr. Young.) Aro yon not attributing motives? 
Wilkinson. — No, I think not. 

7~“, 64,311. (Chairman.) We will leave ont motives, but 

1 8 May '9 8 y OU m y section of a political party in Ireland has gone 
over to wliut yon call the publican interest. That is so 
in yonr opinion? — Yes, they have, actnally. Not a 
single one of that party voted for ns. although four of 
them had on different occasions had their names 
previously ou tho back of the Bill. 

Sunday 64,312. We need uot speak of the motive. The motive, 
closing,) according to you, was not a very good one, if I may say 
&c., and so. Therefore 1 would not attribute a motive. Yon do 
Irish ( not know what the motive was? — No, only if members 
M.P.’s. want to be elected to tho House of Commons they must 
take a certain coarse ; just ns in England certain people 
support the trade ; I do not wish to impute any impure 
motives in the 6enso of bribery. 

64.318. One section has gone over: well?— For the 
first time the English trade thoroughly allied themselves 
with the Irish trade bo far that the whips sent out were 
signed by English brewers, ns well as by Irish members 
of Parliament, against tlio Bill, and every possible 
effort was made. Up to that time we, the temperance 
party, had not been worrying the members so veiy much. 
Many of onr members said “ Now, look here, the moment 
“ you can show mo that this Bill is likely to pass into 
“ law I am prepared to defy the publicans, and lam 
" prepared to vote with you. In the meantime I do 
“ not want to have my life made miserable by having 
“ constant irritation.” 

64,314. (Mr. Yotmg.) Does it not show that the 
tendency of public opinion at all events is in the other 
direction, as manifested in the House of Commons ? — I 
think not at all. It simply shows that the liquor trade 
is better organised in Ireland than ever it has been 
before, and is prepared to resort to any means — legitimate 
means, of course. 


64.322. It is interesting to know whom we are j[ r n- 

examining. Do yon represent the league here ? — I am TTi/iL, , 
Secretary of the Irish Temperance League. . 

64.323. Do yon speak for them? — So far as it is 
possible for me to do so. As I have explained, I have 
not submitted wlmt I have said here to my committee, 
nor to anyone else. 

64,824. There linvo not been resolutions in Ireland 
appointing you to represent them ou this Commission? 

— No, we never thought of such a t h ing. 

64.325. Then it is rather your own individual opinion 
that you have given ? — It is liot my own opinion when 
it is the result of inquiries from a great number of 
people in every condition of life. You cannot call that 
my personal opinion. 

64.326. I have before me a statement of yonr accounts, 

and you pay out yearly 2,1592. ; salaries, M24L ; and yon 
pay for literature, for the League Journal, 4661. ; and 
for the London Temperance Hospital, a charitable 
thing, you pay 21. 8s. lOrf. — out of this 2,1591. ? — We 
did not pay anything 

64.327. It is here at all events. ‘ ‘ Dissolving views, 

1 19s. 2 cl.” ? — Will you say what year that is ? 

64.828. This in for the year 1896? — Have you the full 
account, tho debit and credit P 

64829. Yes ? — I am afraid you have not studied it. 

64.330. (Dean Dickinson.) Yon spout 1.2001. on tho 
direct objects of the society, and 21. you gave as a 
donation outside the society ? — No, not at all. 

64.331. (.Ur. Young.) “ Louden Temperance Hospital, 

21. 13s. 10<1.” Is that correct? — That is money handed 
to us for the Loudon Tempornuce Hospital by 
collectors. 

64.332. (Mr. Caine.) There is a debit and credit entry 
for the amount ? — Yes. 


64,315. (Dean Dinkins/, n.) Were there not 48 absten- 
tious from voting altogether ou that question in the last 
division ?— Something like that. 

64316. The total number is 102 ; there were 48 
abstentions ? — Something like that. At the General 
Election in 1892 the publican party isBuod a manifesto, 
and this is one paragraph of it : “ Spare no efforts to 
“ oust such men as T. W. Rnssell, Thomas Lee, 

“ William Johnston, William Kcdmond, W. J. Corbet, 

“ Maurice Healy, John Pinkerton, and Jeremiah 
“ Jordan.” 

64.317. (Cliiiirimm.) We do uot want to go into tho 
miuutiiO of tho eloctioneoring process. Do I understand 
yon to say that yonr explanation is that tho opponents, 
for some reason, were more active, and the supporters 
of the Bill, confident that there was no real danger, did 
not give themselves tho trouble to go up ? — And the 
other point, which is very important, that we could uot 
obtain nn assurance from tho Government that if we 
sccurod the second reading they would carry the Bill 
through. They had intimated, and we were bound to 
let onr friends know it, that the Government declined 
to support us until after this Commission hod reported. 

64.318. (Mr. Young.) May I ask you is not yonr 
evidence very ancient history. Yon give ns some 
statistics about 1888, when the city of Belfast was very 
much smaller than it is now. Since 1882 we have lind 
nn enormous influx of English and Scotch, and various 

E iople, to the works, and the population is now 370,000. 

o you think that any statistics you present to us are 
quite up to date. Would you rely upon them ? — I 
believe they are a fair indication of the opinion of the 
people at the present time as tested by these pnblic 
meetings last yeur and this year. 

64,319. In fact you only got 28,998 votes by hard, 
pushing, and by sending yonr emissaries through the 
people, and putting down their names P — Nothing of the 
kind. We neither pushed nor sent emissaries in that 
sense, nor did we put down their names. 

64,820. At all uveuts there aro now about 370,000 
inhabitants, and you would not rely upon the plebiscite 
nt that time P — No, I do not rely npon that alone. That 
is the ground work, and we worked np from that to the 
present time. 

64,321. Do you represent the league in Ireland? — 
There are a good rnuny leagues in Ireland. I do not wish 
to be misunderstood, and I do not want to get something 
pnt on the notes which might be thought to mean 
something else. 


64,333. It is not pnt on yonr resources at all ? — No. 

64,384. (Mr. Yovng.) You hold meetings throughout 
Ireland ?— Yea. 

64,835. Are not tho same speakers to bo found in 
several plncos all dotted round tlio country? — Not 
always. 

G4,336. Do not two or three start from Belfast with a 
rotary motion ?— No, we usually go straight on. 

64,837. Is tho object of this league to find out all the 
faults and the crimes that havo been committed in tho 
country? — Not nt nil. 

64,388 Wbnt is the objeot, then, of the association ?— 

“ The objeot of this society shall ho tho suppression of 
“ drunkonnens by moral suasion, legislative prohibition, 
“ and all other lawful moans.” 

64.339. Is your object the suppression or the regula- 
tion of the trade ? — Both, or either, or anything that in 
onr opinion will produce sobriety. 

64.340. But is your main object tho suppression of the 
trade ? — No, our main object is to have Ireland sober. 
That is what wo aro aiming nt. 

64,841. You do not agitate for the shutting np of 
breweries and distilleries. If yonr object is of any use 
to this Commission, it must bo for the regulation of tho 
trade. Do you come here to make tiny suggestions for 
the better regulation of the trade ? — I leave it to the 
Commissioners whether I have or not. It is for you to 
judge. I have tried, but I may uot liave been able to 
do it. 

64.342. You soy your object is to watch the trade f — 
Excuse mo, I did not say anything of the kind. 

64.343. Are you dissatisfied with everything connected 
with the liquor trade ? Aro you satisfied with any of 
the rules or regulations by which tlio trade is con- 
ducted ?— As long as tho trade is to be oontinned I am 
quite satisfied that the licensing of it should bo in the 
hands of tiro recorder in Belfast and the other cities, 
and in tho hands of the county court judges throughout 
the rest of Ireland. 

64,344 You want a change in tho bond fide, traveller 
clause ?— Yes. I think everybody owns that ho is a 
bond fule hnmbug. 

64.345. Yon wont tho refreshment rooms of the rail- 
way stations closed, except when trains go ont and come 
in ? — That is the law at present. 

64.346. No, they are open nil day P— No. 
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64.347. TIjou you do not want any alteration ? 1 do 

not see wliy they ought to be open at all. 

64.348. You want, then, to close the refreshment 
rooms? — I tliink tkoy might be closed with very great 
advantage. 

64.349. (C7wimn.au.) I thought you said an abuse 
arose from tho fact that a great number of jieople came 
in, took a 2d. ticket, or whatever it was, and then 
availed themselves ns travellers of the refreshment 
rooms provided by the rnilwny company ? — Quite so. 

64.350. (71 Ir. Young.) You object also lo general 
traders, especially if liquor is included. Do you object 
to grocers, drapers, and whisky ?— Yes, all mixed up 
together. 

G4,351. I am only pointing out the tremendous num- 
ber of objections that you have. You object to the 
mode in wliioh tho renewal of licenses is conduoted. 
You say thnt it is very unfair to#the public ?— Yes. 

64.352. You objoot to tho Bix householders certificate ? 
— Oh no, I do not. 

64,853. (Chairmcm.) On the contrary you wish 
expressly to rotairi them as embodying a principle ?— 
Yes. 

64.354. [3£r. Young.) Have you not said that these 
are forged sometimes ? — 1 have said so. 

64.355. Did you ever see six householders' names 
forged to a paper? — No, because we are not allowed to 
see them. 

64.356. You said io liis lordship thnt you knew of 
forged certificates ? — Yes. 

64.357. Did you see them ? — I did not see them, but 
the man who gave the names down to the publican ont 
of the directory, told me that he had done so, and he is 
a man whose word I would thoroughly credit. 

64.358. But it was hearsay? — Anu I asked the police, 
and they told me, “ Oh yos, it is a common thing; they 
are often nil in the one handwriting." 1 verified it by 
askiDg tho police. 

64.359. Do not you think thnt nny publican could get 
six mou to givo him a certificate ? — Not if the names 
were to bo published. You seo tho mon must certify 
that tho house has been conducted in an orderly manner 
during tho previous twelvo monthB. 

04.360. And tho polico see that that is done? — The 
polieo do to tho host of their ability, but it is impossible 
for them to got it done. The result would be that in 
many casee whore n house had been a great nuisance it 
would bo impossible for him to get two men who reside 
in tho snme street to sign it and certify that, if their 
mimes were to ho published. Thnt is, they would not 
bo prepared to cortify what was not true, if other people 
knew they were the parties who had done it. 

64.361. It is a reflection on tho licensing tribunal, 
because they ought to examine these papers ? — Excuse 
me, the law says they have nothing to do with that, 
and they hnve nothing to do with them whatever. 

64.862. The polico must see them?— No. 

64.863. "Who sees thorn ? — The Excise. The certificate 
is a sheet about this size, and the heading is, of course, 
in tho usual wnv, and then tho six householders sign, 
and then thoro is a space for the justice to sign under- 
neath. Tho superior courts have held that the justices 
havo notliing to do with those six householders, and 
neither have the police. It is only when the completed 
form goes before tho Inland Revenue that it is their 
duty to seo that there ore six names there, and thnt 
there are two justices' names, and that is all ; without 
verifying their correctness at all. 

64.364. I am only trying to point out how dissatisfied 
you are with everything. You say the magistrates do 
not- faithfully perform them duty ; they look upon some 
of their functions not as judioiol P— No, I would rather 
have it put exactly, or as accurately as possible, what I 
said. In regard to tho granting of licenses, I said, they 
did not look upon it as a judioiol act. I think those are 
the words 1 used. 

04.365. Yos ; and you are dissatisfied with the 
granting of occasional licenses ns well ? — Yes. 

64.366. I suppose you are opposed really to any sort 
of license, are you P— Not- at all. As long as the trado 
is continued it must be regulated/ 


64,867. You soy that you know of inferior houses 
being kept open by brewers for a purpose ?— Brewers or 
wholesale merchants, yes. 

64.368. You know of that ? — Yes. 

64.369. In Belfast? — In Belfast. I do not think I 
ought to mention the houses, but I can do so. 

64.370. You object to tho practice of canvassing, and 
you are opposed to grocers' licenses, and you give 
only one isolated case of the ubuso of tho grocer's 
license in a suburban district? — It is typical. 

64.371. You say that the pnblicaus object to coffee 
stands, and you refer to the opposition they made 
with regard to coffee stands ? — Yes. 

64,872. Was it purely and simply because they were 
coffee stands or because you were only giving to the 
Corporation n very small sum for (hem ? — Quite so. As 
I mentioned yesterday, the Corporation or the Improve- 
ment Committee said thnt they would pass a resolution 
that any other respectable ratepayers could have 
suitable sites on the same conditions ns tho Irish 
Temperance League had them ; ami one of the deputa- 
tion shouted ont “ That is not what wo want at all 
and then someone raid, “Wliat do you want r ” “Wo 
“ want thorn put out of thnt.” 

G4.373. How much do yon pay for your cofl'eo 
stand?— I understand Alderman Dempsey is coming 
up, and ha knows nil about it. He is a member of the 
Corporation. I may ns well tell yon that we pay 42. a 
year for tho ground. We expended upwards of 2007. on 
putting up the building. The building is here ( -pointing 
to n gdiologrnph) . 

64.374. Did yon ever pay a shilling a year for any 
one of them ? — Yes, I said so at the commencement. 

64.375. A shilling a year ?- -I believe it was one shilling 
a year at first. A nominal rent was put upon them, 
because they looked upon it as a pi dl anthropic under- 
taking, and did not think we woold make any money 
out of it. 

64.37G. Home of the inhabitants of Belfast thought 
you ought to pay the rates of the town rather more than 
one shilling a year P — That is a long time ago. 

64.377. You represent here that there was strong oppo- 
sition to thoso coffee stands. I want to show that it 
was not because they were cofl’eo stands, but because 
you wore pnyiug 1«. a year for what probably you 
should have paid 52. or 62. ? — At this time we were not 
paying only Is. a year. I havo explained that one of 
the deputation let out the inwardness of the opposition 
by saying they would not be satisfied for other inhabi- 
tants to get the same privileges, but I . hey wanted us 
“out of that.” 

64.378. There is another thing you object to, the 
sessional solicitor should not be employed in prosecu- 
tions P — Oh, no ; he should not be employed in the 
defence in licensing prosecutions. 

64.379. I have only gone over this to show how dis- 
Batificd the teetotalers are with everything. I suppose 
you admit that you are dissatisfied with everything 
connected with the trade ? — Oh, no. 

64.380. With regard to Sunday closing, will you 
allow me to point out that tho lnte Bishop McAllister 
said : “ I would prefer to see tho Act of 1878 renewed in 
“ rural districts, but the extension of Sunday closing 
“ to largo towns where it is usually accompanied with 
“ shebeeniug and family drinking, would not, in my 
“ opinion, tend to promote sobriety or morality”? — 
Yes. I did not say that ho said anything to the eon. 
trary of that. 

64,881. Is it your opinion that you should interfere 
so much with tho working man ns to prevent him from 
having his ilriuk on Sunday, if he so desired ? — 

64.382. You will not answer that question. Would 
you interfere with the working man, if he so desired, 
having hiB glass of beer on Sunday ? — That is assuming 
the ordinary working man does want to get it, which 
we deny. 

64.383. To prove ho does, there are ns many as 
40,000 peoplo wlio use pnblio-hotifsos in Belfast on 
Sundays ? — Yos. 

64.384. Would you desire to toko away the means of 
gratifying the legitiinuto desire to have his beer, wine, 
or whisky on thnt day P — Wo want to have pnblio order 
and sobriety. 

Pp 2 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 

Pririted image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 


Wilkinson. 
18 May ’98 


The 

League 

coffee- 


Sanday 


300 


ROYAL COMMISSION ON LIQUOR LICENSING LAWS : 


Mr. ir. 64,385. Y011 will not answer iny question e — I believe 
Wilkinson, that the vast majority of the working men and the vast 

majority of those who nee public-houses throughout the 

18 May '98 week would prefer that they were closed on Sundays. 

64,386. There are some 20,000 people in Belfast who 

never go to church, and would it not be more desirable 
that you should devote your energies to those ? — I do 
not know that I need answer that. 

Sunday 64.38Y. (Sir Charles Cameron.) You mentioned that 
nnd curly you conceived that the feeliug in favour of Sunday 
Saturday dosing was increasing. Thut is your belief? — That is 
closing. my belief. 

64,388. I want to ask yon your opinion ii6 to the 
progress thatis being made in connection with Saturday 
early closing. Is that increasing ? — The feeling through- 
out. Irelandis practically unanimous iu favour of Saturdsy 
early closing. 

64,889. Do you think thnt the feeling in favour of 
earlier closing on Saturday is making as much progress 
as the feeling in favour of Sunday closing ? — More so. 
I think it lias rather interfered with the strengthening 
of opinion in favour of entire Sunday closing, owing to 
this fuofc. thnt tho mind naturally comes to a compromise, 
and they say that dosiug oarlier on .Saturday night 
would really produce better results, and, as Mr. Young 
lias indicated, send more people to church on Sundays 
than closing entirely on Sundays would do. 

The witness 


64.390. Yon think the opinion m favour of early _y r n - 
Saturday closing is, in fact, outstripjiiug tho opinion in Wilk; n ^ 

favour of Suudny closing ? — Iu intensity, yes. There is ' 

one point that I have been asked to mention which I Lii-eau, 
have not done, anil that is that the Theatres Licensing forihcutr.; 
Act of 5 and G William IV.. c. 39, is really not applicable anil music! 
to anywhere but Dublin. I think that that should be bulls. 

in some other form made applicable to the whole of 
Ireland, so that theatres and music halls could take out 
a license suitable for them, rather than he compelled to 
take out n publican's license. Thou I should like to 
hand iu a Bill which was prepared by the late Mr. 

Biggar in the year 1890, immediately beforn his death, 
and which he introduced iuto tho Honso of Commons as 
n result of the Commission of Inquiry in 1888. in which 
he proposed that the horns of opening should be from 
9 o'clock in the morning to 9 o'clock nt night throughout 
the whole week. 

64.391. (Mr. II ’a'lsor.) Was there any division taken 
on that Bill? — Unfortunately, Mr. Biggar died before 
the day came for the second reading, and when it was 
brought up by Mr. Luue, iu his placo, it was talked 
out. 

64.392. (Chairman.) What were tho names on the 
back of the Hill? — Mr. Biggar, Mr. Jordau, Mr. Arthur 
O’Connor, Mr. Lane, and Mr. Blaine. 

withdrew. 


Mr. Daniel L. Behgis called in and examined. 


Mr. 1). L. 64,393. (UhaimttaM.) You are a member of the Dublin 
Berrjin. ' Corporation ? — Yes. 

— — 64,894. And axe Chairman of the Dublin Licensed 

Position Grocers and Vintners Protection Association ? — Yes. 

64.395. And yon are otherwise connected with asso- 
ciations on behalf of the liquor trade ? — I am on the 
executive body of the Central Committee of the Liquor 
Trade of Ireland. 

64.396. Tho huger body to which you belong deals 
with public questions which affect, or may be hold to 
affect your trade ? — Yes. 

64.397. What is the Central Commiltee of yonr 
association, how is it composed ?— -Tho Central Com- 
mittee is an organisation to which is affiliated all 
organisations belonging io the licensed trade throughout 
the country. 

Tied Taking the licensed houses in Dublin what 

bouses in n «mber are tied and what nre free ? — I think ne for as 

Dublin I know we have not more than two tied houses in the 

sense in which it is understood in Englund ? — There 
ore perhaps 20 partinlly tied, that is. tied through loan, 
to brewers. 

64,899. In the case of those which nre partially tied 
to brewers in consequence of a loan, nre they obliged 
to get their liquor from that brewer ? — Sometimes 
altogether. And in some oases a certain quantity. 

64.400. Would you say that the tied license system 
was increasing or not? — I should say decreasing, be- 
cause the firm of Guinness does the very great propor- 
tion of the trade in Dublin, nnd they have got out of 
the tied-houeo system altogether. They have not a 
single tied house. 

64.401. And there is no chance of any other great 
brewery corporation competing with them and tying the 
houses ? — There is no sign of that. 

64.402. (Mr. Yount/rr.) Is thnt because money is less 
difficult to get in Dublin for tho purpose ? — The money 
can be obtained in other ways in Ireland. I think that 
is tho principal reason. 

64.403. From banks? — Yes. 

04.404. Because there is a security in the license that 
is not supposed to exist here ?~ Yes, wenre protected by 
the Clitheroo case, and the bonks lend on its security. 

64.405. (Chairman.) Do the distilleries own any 
housos ? — I do not know of any instances of a distillery 
owning a house in Dublin or about Dublin. 

64.406. There are no houses under pecuniary obliga- 
tions to distillers in Dublin ? — I do not know of any. 
It must be to a small extent, or 1 should be awaro 
of it. 


64.407. Has the number of retailed licensed houses iu Mr. D.L. 
Dublin increased or decreased of late years ?.— Slightly Beryin. 
decreased, I should say. The present Recorder, when — 
anyone is asking for any increased facilities, such as New 
extensions from six to seven day licenses, malcc-s it a licenses 
condition that some other license must be cancelled; gmntedfor 
that is, n person asking for some of those facilities must surrender-, 
buy up licensed premises elsewhere, mostly in the hack 

places in the city, where he considers it is not desirable 
to have public-houses. 

64.408. Speaking as the representative of your trade 
do you object to that system of surrender ?— No. On 
the contrary I think that lias increased the respectability 
of our trade. It has brought those houses out of 
objectionable places into on important opou street 
where they are constantly under police supervision and 
the supervision of the general public. 

64.409. You would be iu favour of the reduction of 
the small and less respectable bouses and merging them 
and setting up if necessary a better public-house with 
a full liceuso iu another port of the town P— I see no 
reason to be opposed to it. Also in the ense of extension 
where premises are small and nro considered too suiull 
for the custom they get, iu some cases there is an 
extension granted and the Recorder requires a license 
to be cancelled. I think there are some houses in 
Dublin where there have been as many as three or four 
licenses given up in order to get additional facilities. 

64.410. The value of public-house property, I gather 
lias increased of late years? — Yes, considerably. I think 
100 per cent., thnt is in 20 years ut all events. 

64.411. Have there been nny cases which have specially increase 
brought about that increase in value?- Yes. I should hi value of 
say the decision in the Clitheroe case in 1877 or 1878. licensed 
From that time the value of property has been constantly property, 
on the increase. And there was a further impetus given 

to it by the case of Smith t>. The J ustices o f Cavau. The 
reason, I think that the prices have gone up is, thnt the 
facilities for borrowing are much greater ; the banks 
look on it more iu tho nature of a oommercial transaction 
to lend money on licensed property in Ireland. 

64.412. Yon hold that the Legislature has recognised 
a vested interest in their property ? — I wish to state that 
public money has been lent on thnt security. That is 
the money of the bankers. 

64.413. It lias been lent on tho security of those 
public-houses, which have increased iu value in con- 
sequence of this recognition by the Legislature of a 
vested interest in these houses. Would that be your 
view ? — Yes, that is my view. 

64.414. Does the Recorder ever inquire into tho money jjj nanc hl 

interest or the money relations of the applicant for the position of 
license P — Yes, he usually inquires into it. applies® 1 *- 
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•/r ,D.T- 6-1,115. Do you object to that proceeding on tlio part 

Strtl"- ot the Recorder? — ■We have not objected to it until be 
— Las come lo refuse a license very recently owing to the 
amount of money that the party asking the liconso, hid 
in his own right, or his own property. 

64.416. Then, I presume, you would be ngaiust the 
court, whatever it might bo, opening up the money 
transactions, which would uot lio on the surface between 
the applicant and the brewer, or the distiller, or -who- 
ever it might be ? — Wo do not admit the rights of the 
Recorder to interfere to that extent. 

64.417. Supposing the Recorder had the view that it 
was necessary m the public iuterest that houses should 
be free, and that the ostensible licensee should be the 
owner of the house, and iu the course of carrying out 
that principle he inquired into there relations, would 
you think he wus s training his power ? — 

61.418. Supposing the Recorder thought it was 
contrary to public policy that there should be wliat 
might appear to lnra under-hand— I do not mean it in 
an offensive sense, of course — relations between the 
ostensible tenant and a largo brewer, ninl he thought he 
was entitled to inquire into their money relations, 
should yon thiuk he was acting beyond Ins power ? — 
I do not refer to the case of brewers because they are 
rare with us, but in the ease of bankers we strongly 
object to it. 

64,410. You think there is no right in a public 

I officer to inquire into who is supplying the money ? — 

I can submit to you tko opinion of the late Attorney - 
Generol, who i6 recognised to be perhaps the principal 
authority on licensing matters in Dublin, The McDer- 
mott, Q.C. It was to the effect that the Recorder had 
no right in the particular caso to do so, because the 
applicant had 2001. of his own money, and lie was 
straining the lnw too much with reference to the fitness 
of the applicant. It was on the ground of the fitness 
of tho applicant that the license was refused, and he 
looked at it ns a ninttrr of unfitness that this applicant 
should only bnve 200/. of Ida own. 

64,420. Will you givo us tbe opinion ?— Yes. I will 
read it to your Lordship. “ No doubt the deoiBion of 
“ the Recorder in tbe caso of Thomas Hanley is a far 
“ reaching and important ono, worthy the attention of 
“ tlio Vintnors Association. In my opinion the 
“ Recorder’s view was wrong in point of law. I nm of 
“ opinion that tlio unfitness mentioned in section 4, 
“ :s & 4 William IV.. does not include such considera- 
“ tious us the security, or prudence or impradonce, of 
“ tbe applicant in borrowing from a bank. That n 
“ bank trusts and keeps him shows ha is a person of 
“ credit. His liability to tho bank gives him a real 
“ and strong interest in rendering the licensed house 
“ a success, and it is diflicnlt to see why or how a line 
“ cun bo drawn between 2001. or 5001. as a criterion of 


publican had permitted drunkenness ? — Yes, it would Mrr D. L. 
bo very hard, becauso he might have got in without Btrgm. 
being observed by the assistant or the proprietor. Wo , „ . 08 

have had instances in Ireland where publicans have 1 80 ' 
b -en convicted whore there was no proof whntevor that 
the man had been supplied with tlrink, and where the 
publican and tbe people in the shop aud the assistants 
swore he had not. 

64.427. I suppose, as a matter of fact, it i6 generally 
tho other way. that in proportion to tho vast number of 
arrests for drunkenness there are very few instances of 
the conviction of the publican for serving a drunken 
man with drink whou be must have done it ? — It is uot 
for the want of strict supervision in Dublin. No later 
than Saturday night an inspector and a sergeant, visited 
my house at 25 minutes to 11 and walked all through it ; 
also on the previous Saturday night. This is not at all 
exceptional. It is equally so with my neighbours. So 
that I Siiy on that ground it is impossible wo can be 
creating drunkenness where this strict supervision goes 

64.428. I suppose side by side with that strict super- Police 
vision there is some protection exercised by the police warning* 
on behalf of the publican, and iu this way that if a lo P 11 " 1 ' 
constable sees a drunken man enter a house he would can - 
tliink it bis duty to go and warn the publican thut tho 

man who had come in was drunk ? — I have never known 
it to be done, but I have known oases to the contrary 
where the policeman has followed a drunken mac and 
on his owu evidence waited outside till such time that 
he would be likely to have obtained drink, nod the:: he 
went in and prosecuted and got the publican fined. 

We complain that that state of affairs should exist, 
because we believe it is the duty of the police to protect 
the publican. 

64.429. Do you say the conslablc saw the man go in 
drank, that he waited till he came out in the same con- 
dition and then swore thut his drunkenness was caused 
by the serving of drink to the drunken man by the 
publican ? — That is so. In different parts of Ireland 
it has occurred, notably in Cork. 1 have here the 
report of a caso in which it says : “Constable Me Hugo 
“ deposed he saw three persons enter defendant’s 
“ premises, noticed one m an drunk, but waited for the 
“ lapse of some minutes till ho thought tho man would 
*• be supplied with drink. On cross-examination he 
“ admitted that he did not think it was bis duty to go 
“ in and warn tho barmaid not to givo him drink, 

“ though ho could easily have done so; fined 10s. and 
“ costs; not to be recorded.” 

64.430. (Dean Du-Jt inton.) How long did this drunken 
man remain inside the public-house ?— I nm not 
aware. 

64.431 . Long enough to be discovered by the publican 
if he was wide awake ? — I am not aware. 


64.421. Supposing the Recorder said this man is 
evidently entering this house so hampered with debt 
that it is impossible be can discharge his duty to tho 
public ; that he will force the sale and resort to illicit 
prnotices for the purpose of paying off this heavy debt 
that hangs round Ins neck, would you think that was a 
wrong thing on the part of tho Recorder? — In that case 
he would be backed by the opinion of the bankers that 
they thought it was a sound commercial transaction or 
they would not lend their money, and it is lent at a fair 
market rote of interest, not an exorbitant interest. 

64.422. Supposing it was a brewer who lent the money 
and whose object was to push the sale of lus own goods ? 
— I do not know about the oaso of the brewer. 

64.423. [Dean liickinson.) That opinion of the 
Attorney-General was not on official opinion of the 
Attoruoy-Genornl. but os private counsel ? — As counsel 
— taken very recently. 

64.424. It wasnol given by him in Iris offioialcopaoity ? 
—No. 

•Wring 64,425. (Ohairm«n.) Then, os to permitting drunken- 
ness, would you bo in favour of introducing the word 
“ knowingly ” ? — Yes ; we consider it is it groat hardship 
that peoplo coming in without being observed by the 
proprietor or his assistants should be found on the 
licensed premises by the police and the publican should 
be prosoentod and convicted without haring either seen 
or supplied the mnn with liqnor. 

64,426. Yon tlrink it would be a hardship that the 
fact of a drunken person being seen issuing from a 
public-house should be primA f'icie evidence that tho 


64,432. (G/i airman.) The publican was fined 10*. ? — 
Yea 

64,433 Was there any evidence besides that of tho 
policeman ?— I do not think so. Then there was another 
ease in Cork : " Aeting-Sergeant Madden deposed to 
“ soeing three persons enter defendant’s housu, one 
“ of whom was drunk Ho waited till he thought they 

would be supplied, then went in and found a drink 
“ in front of the drunken man. On. cross-examination 
“ lie thought it was not his duty to go in and warn tho 
“ publican not to supply this person. Head constable 
“ Smith then remarked that if such a rule were observed 
“ by the police, they would be told tlmt they were 
“ interfering with the publican’s business. Herndon 
“ 9th November 1897, and fined 1/. and costs. Not io 
“ be recorded.” 

6-4,434. (Jfr. Whittaker.) It suggests that the pnblioon 
did supply tho drunken mnn with liqnor? — The man 
was supplied with liquor. 

64.435. And the publican knew ? — That might not be 
so, because the men who have taken drink are very often 
nblo to deceive the publican, and they know they nre on 
test whether they can get the liqnor or not. aud they 
are really ingenious in schemes to get liqnor from 
publicans and also their friends shield them to a great 
extent. Three men may be together and two may bo 
sober and the one they have with them may be under 
the influence of drink, nud they set about bnffling the 
publican to obtain the drink, and that is quite a common 
occurrence. 

64.436. (Mr. Younger). In the same way as a drunken 
soldier often pulls himself together to pass the guard 


P p 3 

Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 

image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 


302 


ROYAL COMMISSION ON LIQUOR LICENSING LAWS : 


Mr. D. L. and pet into barracks uareported? — That is so, and i 
Bcrgin. is a very great hardship. 

.■.rrr, 64,437. (Chairman). Arc there many shebeens ii 

8 Dublin ? — Yes there is one divison in which they an 
Shebeens "very numerous — in the 0 Division of police and it is ii 
in Dublin, this division that the drunkenness is greatest. 


64,433. Wlint abont the public-houses there ? — The 
public-houses are much less in comparison with the 
other polioe divisions. 


64,439. Do I understand yon to account for the 
existence of those shebeens by the comparative fewness 
of the public-houses in the G divisiou ? — The C division 
is peculiarly situated at present with regard to the other 
divisions. It is the worst division of the city. The 
A division, a few years ago. was very bad, but the 
corporation have been working in that division to a 
great extent to provide better houses for the poor. They 
have cleared out three or four areas that were considered 
very bad slums, and in place of those at present there 
are' somo very good dwellings erected. I know of 
one instance where thero was near Meath Street a 
plaeo Ciilled Colo Alley, full of thieves and tricksters of 
every kind. Where that was now stands Grey Square, 
a very nice square, and called after one of our most 
respected citizens. 


64,440. In that C division, should you say that the 
number of licensed houses that now exist ore inadequate 
to the legitimate supply of the population ? — I do not 
really know. It goes to show that the public-houses 
ore not responsible for the vice and drunkenness that 
exists in that particular division. 


64,441. What I want to know is whether yon think 
the number is so small that shebeens have been created 
by the paucity of the legitimate public-house ? — No. I 
should say that it is principally on account of the poorer 
people living there, and the worst houses of tho people 
being in this particular locality. It iB in this particular 
division that the corporation have not yet come to 
operate with the schemes of providing better houses. 


64,442. So that the police will ultimately deal with 
these shebeens? — They seem to be doing then best, bat 
they do not have a very good effect. 

Penalties 64,443. Would you increase the strength of the law 
for she- in tho case of shebeens ?— I think it would be well thnt 
bceniog. in many cases there should not bo any option of a fine, 
for the second offence at anyvate. 


64.444. Would you increase the presumption of law 
against persons found in the shebeen where thero was 
evidence that illicit salo or illicit manufacture had been 
goiug on ? — I would rather deal with the shebcen- 
koeper. Those people keep tbo shebeens in rooms. Thoy 
Lave no tenancy of them, and when a lino is imposed 
they are very often gone away before it can be enforced. 


64,445. Would the shebeens of which you speak in 
the C Divisiou manufacture illicit whisky on the 
premises, or would they only sell whisky which hnd 
been made elsewhere?— I do not suggest any illicit 
manufacture. 


64.446. Only the sale of whisky that has not paid 
duty ? — No, I do not think so. 

64.447. Only selling without a license ? — Yes. 

64.448. The whisky would not be illicitly made ? — Of 
course it would be the very cheap whisky. These 
people buy the cheapest they can get, and for that 
reason it is not good. There is nothing too cheap or 
inferior for those places. 

64.449. It would be in the wild and mountainous 
districts where shebeoning would exist for the manu- 
facture of whisky p — It would be most likely to find its 
way into such places. 

64.450. It would find its way into the towns P — It 
would be most likely to find Its way into unlicensed 
places. 

64.451. That is what made me ask whether the whisky 
had paid duty ?— In Dublin, I should say, it has. 

64.452. The obvious infringement of the law is the 
selling without a license? — Yea, entirely so, I think. 

Sundav 64,453. 'Would you be in favour of total Sunday 
closiiur closing? — No. My own opinion, of course, is, that I 

would not favour Sunday closing, and I would like to 
say also, that ns far as the public opinion of the city 
can be taken, as far ns there are any moans of taking 
public opinion, it goes to show that the class who use 
public-houses in Dublin are nearly altogether against 
it. 


64.454. Would you say there was any feeling amongst j/ r D 
the publicans themselves, we have heard there is, that 3’ j L ' 
they would not merely close their houses, but that it _ 
would be a great relief to them? — I have never heard 

such a suggestion at all. Thero may Do ouo strange 
person in every section of tho community. 

64.455. You do not know such a strange thing as a 
publican who is in favour of closing bis public-house on 
a Sunday ? — I do not know the man. Thero may bo such 
a man, but he is a curiosity. 

64.456. Would he be an equally rare person who Early 

would be in favour of earlier Saturday closing r — Sata'rdar 
Certainly. closing/ 

64.457. The trade gone rally, so far as you ore able to 
speak for it, would be against any extension of Sunday 
closing and against earlier Saturday closing?— 
Certainly. 

64.458. Would they wish to repeal tho existing The 
Sunday closing as it applies in Ireland?— In tbo event banAJU, 
of aiiy further change in the law with reference to the wuelfer. 
Itonii fido traveller, they would think it very desirable in 
some country districts that public-lionsos should be open 

for two or three hours, because I behove that if tho 
limit distance that at present applies to the land fulo 
traveller were extended we should have a greater 
increase of illicit drinking in the city. 

64.459. You have a belief in the honesty generally 
spealdng of the bond fide traveller ? — Well there is a 
good deal to be said on both sides I may Bay. 

64.460. What was in my mind is what a pravious 
witness stated, that he was a “ bona fide humbug ” ? — 

That is not always the case. I would not go so far as to 
say that. 

64.461. There will be a large percentage of people 
who genuinely represent themselves as loud fide 
travellers? — It is very hard to say who is a bond fide 
traveller. It is reasonable when a man is walking on a 
Sunday if he takes in a circle of six or seven miles, that 
half way on his journey he should be entitled to take a 
drink. 

64.462. Speaking as the representative of your trade, 
would you like to seo tho limit extended ? — No, I should 
say not. 

64.463. You would like to seo tho throo mile limit pro- 
served ? — Yes. I think that any extension of tho throe 
miles will bo followed by much more illicit drinking, 
unless as I state tho public-houses are open for two or 
throe hours on Sunday. 

64, -164. We have lmd evidence, I think, that there are Club, 
several clubs iu Dublin of a donbtful character ? — Yes, 
there are. Mr. Mellon stated that thero are at least 12, 
and I shonld say there are more. Those elubs thnt you 
speak of are only opeu when the public-houses are 
closed. In tlie winter tune for instance, on Sunday 
nights, the gas is not lit in them bill after 7 o’clock. I 
think that goes to show that although thoy may be able 
to keep within the law, with reference to their rules aud 
regulations, it is entirely as drinking clubs they are opon 
and for the purpose of defeating the law. 

64.465. Have thoy spruug up within the last few 
years ?— Within the last ID years. Thoy wore uuknowu 
in the city beforo the Sunday Closing Act — completely 
unknown. 

64.466. Did tlioy spring up immediately after tho 
passing oi that Act ? — No, thoy sprang up gradually. 

It appears the people did nob quite understand their 
powers exactly in the establishment of those olubs, and 
they also became more numerous when they were 
threatened with complete Sunday closing. 

64.467. Then speaking as tho representative again of 
your trade you would object to these houses as being 
practically public-houses without restrictions of a public 
nature imposed on them ? — They arc carried on eutirdy 
as drinking places at the present time. I think they 
should not be allowed to be carried on without tho other 
elements that belong to a club, such ns proper furniture 
and reading rooms, and such things as that. 

64.468. Would you reduco them to the same sbatns as 
tho public-house and license them P— No, I would not 
say so. I would say thnt there should he registration, 
aud that the police .should have the means of obtaining 
a right of entry by application to a magistrate. 

64.469. They have that now ? — Yes. The police know 
very well when a club is being carried on illegally, but 
they are liable to keep within the law by going through 
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certain forms, and tlioy are earned ou entirely for the 
purpose of drinking. 

64.470. In these clnbs which are open during the 
closed hours of tlio public-houses is there any sale off 
tho premises ?— Not to uny great extent I would say. 

64.471. Is there any consumption off— is the liquor 
carried off? — Not to any extent, I should think. 

64.472. To some extent?— Yes. The complaint is 
that the evil of them is that they hove no means of 
being cleared tho sumo us n public-house is. They are 
not under tho nunc supervision that we are, and anyone 
going into those places cun remain there and get drunk, 
whereas they cannot get drunk in a public-house under 
the strict supervision that wc are subject to. 

64.473. \ on say that the increase in clubs and these 

ilUcit drinking associations lws been of a particularly 
marked character dining the last 10 years? Yes. 

64.474. Wlint class of clubs are they. Whatolassof 
society frequents them— the working classes, or those of 

n superior social standing ?— The working classes 

labourers principally, I would say. 

64.475. I suppose in the actual City of Dublin there 
is no such thing as u bond fide, traveller traffic? — Not 
within the limits of the city. 

04,470. If an offence is committed and a so-called 
bond fide traveller is convicted of misrepresentation is 
he alone punished, or does the publican over come in 
for punishment P — In most instances and altogether 
until recently it has been the publican that has been 
punished.no matter ivbat precaution he has taken to 
find out whether a man was a bond fide traveller or not, 
nud oven in coses where the bond fide traveller has 
admitted he deceived the publican the publican has 
been lined 20s. 

64,477. I suppose it would turn on the question 
whether the publican ought to have been deceived- — 
The man was naked where he slept the night before and 
1m said ho slept in a certain street ir. Dublin, whereas 
tho man was a nntivo of Kingstown, 2 miles from where 
this public-house was, iu Blackrock. He stated he slept 
G miles away in Dnhliu. It would be a reasonable thing 
to state that tho publican could not have had any know- 
ledge of where he lived. 

fit, 478. Notwithstanding that, the publican was fined? 
—Yes. 

64.479. Wlmt amount? — 20*. 

04.480. What was the trovcllor lined?— I am not sure 
Mint tho traveller was fined at all. He stated that he 
lived at 28, Exchange Street, Dublin, and stated tho 
same to the police officer, and swore that ho wilfully 
deceived Mr. Murphy, tho publican, when before the 
magistrate, and, notwithstanding that, Mr. Murphy was 
fiuod If. 

64.481. And the travellw escaped? — My information 
does not state. 

64.482. He could hardly have escaped, could heP — 
They have very often escaped till recently. Recently 
the magistrates have taken action with the travellers 
much more than they did before. 

64.483. Wlmt is the usual fine imposed on the 
travellers ? — be. Wo think it should be much more. 

64,484'. What would be your view about the mixed 
tmdc about which we have heard so much, that is 
publicans carrying on other trades in tho public-houses ? 
—Nine-tenths of the trade of Dublin is a mixed trade. 
Nearly all the public-houses in Dnblin sell groceries — 
there are a fow that, do not. Except really in the centre 
of the city they all sell groceries as well as drink. 

64,485. You would not asM representative of the trade 
bo in favour of separating the trades? — It would be ft 
very great hardship on the trade. It would upset the 
whole condition of tho trade iu the city of Dublin, and 
the people a re brought up to this class of trading. They 
give their orders for groceries and drink all at the one 
time. 

64,480. Would yon defend the mixture of tho trades 
on tho ground that the liquor business itself was not 
n munerative ? — No, I would not say that. In country 
places one of those trades would not be self-supporting. 
In Dublin it would bo self-supporting. 

64,487. Would it be too much to say that in eases 
where the mixed trades uio carried on, tho liquor trade 
could not stand by itself, and the grocery, and haber- 
dashery trade could not stand by itself, but the 


combin r.tiou of the two enables the man to get a living ? Mr. D. I.. 
— That is so in many cases. Iu a city like Dublin each Berlin. 

would certainly be self-supporting. 

64,488. Turning to the administration of tho law, arc 
you satisfied with the way in which it is administered ? ‘ 

— I think thero is general satisfaction in the city of 
Dublin. 

64,48:'. Satisfaction with the sole jurisdiction by the 
Recorder ? — I should be wrong if I said that they were 
not satisfied with tho jurisdiction of the Recorder in tho 
city of Dublin, but that is principally owing to tlio 
decision in tho Clitheroe case. The Recorder scorned to 
be inclined to interpret the law against the interests of 
the licensed trade previous to the decisiou in the 
Clitheroe case. 

64.490. Should you like to see tho solo jurisdiction 
exercised by the Recorder within the city extended to 
the county court judge outside the city ? — There i« a 
great difference of opinion, even amongst the members 
of the trade. 

64.491. Should you say that the desire is ot all general 
to Reo the administratiou of the licensing law in the 
hands of a county court judge ? — The view is uot at nil 
that it should be. 

64.492. You do uot agree with the opinion that has F u ir action 
bean expressed that in a great number of cases tbe of the 
magistrates do not act in a judicial spirit, but act from rnagis- 
other and not pure motives ? — 1 think they have acted trates. 
very fairly, and in that respect I should be supported 

by my experience ns a member of tho executive of the 
Central Committee. When we receive complaints from 
country traders wo snbmit to them a form of statutory 
declaration which they sign before a magistrate, asking 
them test questions ns to the bona files of the case they 
ask us to defend, and when we find that it is a cose of 
harsh or harassing prosecution or of n frivolous nature 
we defend tlioso people, and in 90 per cent, of those 
cases we have been successful. 

64.493. I do not quite follow that. In these cases do 
the magistrates inform the trade ? — No, we ask the 
trader to make a statutory declaration of liis case, 
and I can submit a copy of it to the Commission. 

(handing in same). The questions that are asked to 
test the bona tides of the applicant are on one sido, and 
then it is declared before the magistrate to be true. 

64.494. That is issued by the trade ? — Yes. 

64.495. This is with the desire of ascertaining whether 
it is a case that your association for trade protection 
should take up ? — Yea. 

64.496. You say you are very particular in examining 
the case beforehand, and getting answers to all these 
questions before you embark on the defence of the case 
before the magistrates ? — Yea, but wo have taken up a 
great number of these cases — I daresay thousands— and 
in 90 per cent, of the coses wo havo been successful, 
which shows that the magistrates must be aotiug with 
considerable discretion. We have legal advice before 
we send men to defend these cases. 

04.497. I do not quite see it. Because the magistrates 
have decided in your favour in a large percentage of 
cases which you have defended, therefore you say the 
magistrates are impartial ? — Because we have had legal 
advice before we have undertaken to defend them. 

64.498. (Mr. Younger.) You say that it is because yon 
have taken such care to see that tho case hod a bon&ficlo 
defence, and great care not to defend a man who has 
been breaking the law wilfully, and the evidence is such 
as to prove you correct ? — Yes, and wo have in all these 
cases had legal advice before we took steps, and as I say 
in 90 per cent, of the cosob we have been successful. 

64.499. (Chairman.) Do I understand that this state- 
ment and the answers to the questions which you issue 
amount to a statutory declaration made under the 
Statutory Declarations Act, and signed by a magistrate ? 

Yes, Mint the statement made by the applicant for 

assistance is true. 

64.500. That statutory declination has to be assigned 
and attested by a magistrate ?— Yes. That is for our 
guidance, to show that we are not going into the country 
to take up any frivolous case. 

64.501. This statutory declaration is not attested by 
the 'magistrate who ultimo tely hears the case?— Not 
necessarily, any magistrate. He merely asks if the 
declaration is true. It is declared before a magistrate. 

P p 4 
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Mr. D. L. 64,502. It is only a statement by the magistrate that 
Sergm. tjjj B mnn [j lkS miM i e this affidavit before him P— Yes. 

18 May ‘98 64,503. It does not imply that the magistrate thinks 

the statement is true ? — No. 

64,504. What I asked yon was. whether the magistrate 
who signs this attestation of the declaration having been 
made, sits and hears the case ? — No. it is merely as an 
attestation, that the man believes the statement to be 
tone. 

Vexations 64,505. He may be on the Bench of course ?— He may 
prosecu- be. Then there is a great complaint in country districts 
tions of that the publicans aro summoned a long distance away, 
publicans, and very often when thoy arrive there is only one 
magistrate to hear the cose, and they are put to two 
days' legal expenses for going there again ; also the 
HtimmoDs in some instances is not issued till the day 

E revious to the police court sitting. That is a great 
mdship as the men have not got the opportunity of 
making their defence. 

64,506. Iu n very groat number oE these cases you 
undertake to defend, is your association of opinion that 
the prosecutions are of ft harassing and vexntious 
oliarncter? — That is so. 

64,507. By whom ? — We find that the police in the 
country dislriotB take a dismissal very badly, and are 
likely to follow up suck a person. Once having 
obtained a dismissal they like to follow them up in a 
rather vexatious way. 

61,608. Thoy do not like to be beaten ?— They take a 
beating very badly. 

64,509. Supposing the summons is dismissed and the 
case held to be frivolous, are there any costs given ?— 
No, it is dismissed without costs, and that is thought to 
be a great hardship , and it a great cause of complaint. 

64,510. In the case of summonses against licensed 
traders, by whom are the summonses issued ? — In the 
Dublin district they are not issued until they have been 
ordered by the Commissioner or Assistant Commissioner 
of Police. In many instances in the country places 
they ure issued by the sorjeant of police, and the 
number of frivolous cases that have been repeatedly 
brought before us goes to show that there is not a wise 
discretion exercised in the issuing of those summonses. 

64,511. You do not make any complaint in Dublin 
against the Commissioner or Assistant Commissioner of 
Police ! J — No, it is in the country districts where it is in 
the hands of the constabulary. 

64,512. The Commissioner or his substitute makes a 
careful investigation into the case, but a police serjeimt 
prosecutes in tho country distriots? — Yes, where the 
constabulary are iu authority. 

64,513. There you think that the magisterial action 
corrects any evil that you see in that system, or do you 
wish to see any reform introduced P— No. I do not know 
that there is any reform necessary with reference to 
that. 

64,514. Yon are satisfied with the notion of the magis- 
trates iu dismissing frivolous cases? — Yes, bnt we 
believe that many of these cases would not go as far as 
the magistrates at all if there were careful supervision 
ou the part of the constabulary. 

64,515. That is what made me ask you where you 
would begin your reform ?— We think that the district 
inspector should have supervision of these summonses 
before they ore issued in every case, as iu Dublin such 
supervision is exercised by the Chief Commissioner or 
Assistant Commissioner. 

64,516. In the country distiiots does it rest with the 
constable himself to take out tho summons or not? — In 
many instances we think that the frequency with which 
those frivolous prosecutions lake place goes to show that 
the supervision is not careful. 

64,517. Are you sure that the district inspector iu the 
country districts does not have control over the issuing 
of summonses and the institution of prosecutions p — If 
he does it must be in a very loose way. It could not be 
possible thoy would allow bo many frivolous cases, 

64,518. You have admitted that the inspector in 
Dublin exercises very careful supervision? — That is 
so. 

64,519. But if the inspector there does have (as I 
believe he has) control ovor the issuing of these 
summonses, you think in tho country he exercises very 


small supervision ?— I think so. It must be so, because Hr. u ; 
there aro no complaints of frivolous prosecutions in the Bt,J c 
city of Dublin as compared with the country districts. — ' 

64.520. Before wo eome to spirit grocers, is there « 
anything I have passed over you wonld wish to state? 

— I would like to mention with reference to the reduc- 

tion of licenses that in 25 years' experience 1 have not ‘ 
known a single license to be token away owing to the «„«. ’ 
misconduct of the trader in the city of Dublin. There 
has been no reduction of licenses on that ground. 

64.521. Is that owing to the men having been removed 
before the three endorsements have been made ?— No, I 
have never known any one have to remove on that 
ground either. 

64.522. You have never known three endorsements 
made on the license ? — I do not think I have. 

64.623. (Mr. Whil laker.) Do you mean us to gather 
from that that the publicans of Dublin have, during 
that period, been model men ? — That they have con- 
ducted them houses well. 

62.524. ( Chairman .) There must have been a great 
nnmher of transfers ? — I mean the losing of a license, 
not the transfers. I have never known a license to be 
transferred because the records were pressing— ou 
account of the number of records on the license to evade 
the law. 

64.525. Have you known a tenant to be removed from 
a house when there was a prosecution hanging over 
him ? — I have not known any such case in the city of 
Dublin. 

64.52G. Then, turning to the question of the spirit Spirit 
grocers, do you tliink the administration of the law as grocer,, 
regards the spirit grocer should be pat on the same 
footing as the law with reference to other retailers ?— 

I think they should have the same form of application 
as publicans — that they should give due notice of their 
application. 

64.527. Would you give discretionary power to the 
magistrates in tho cose of the spirit grocers' license, the 
same as with reference to publicans ? — Yes. I should 
like to see the law assimilated, that is, with reference to 
•future licenses. Any change iu the law should not 
affect houses already licensed. 

64.528. Do you think there is any prevalent idea in xilicit 
Dublin that a great many illicitly-conducted spirit trr.din* i* 
grocers exist? — Yes, there are a considerable number spirit 
badly conducted iu that way ; they sell drink on the groc-n 
premises. I must not be taken as stating that there are 

not very respectable spirit grocors iu tho city of Dublin 
that do not do anything of the luml, but their licenses 
arc held under similar conditions to those who do trade 
illicitly. 

64.529. Would yon bo of opinion that some of these 
spirit grocers' licenses are taken out by people solelyfor 
the purpose of illicit sole ? — I beliove iu many instances 
they coulu not support themselves without illicit 
trade. 

64. 530. What does the license say ou the face of it. as 
to then- selling P Does it compel them to sell in open 
vessels ? — I do not know that it compels them to sell in 
open vessels, but they do sell iu open vessels. 

64.531. There is no condition on the license that they Sale uk 

shall sell in open vessels? — I am not able to say. only* 

6-4,582. Bnt the roupcctnblo spirit grocer does not sell |t]|[r |, 
in open vessels? — No, he does not, nud I think if that 
were made tho law generally, the illicit trading would 
very soon die out. 

64,538. Your remedy would be that they should sell 
in closed vessels, and sell not less than a certain 
quantity. Would you say half a pint or a pint ? — Half 
a pint would be sufficient to put un cad to the illicit 
trading. 

64.531. Do these shops keep taps? — Ye3, every 
facility for drinking ou the premises. 

64.535. A harp — A bar and taps. 

64.536. In the spirit grocer’s ? — In the spirit grocer’s. 

04.537. How do you differentiate them from an 
ordinary public-hoosu ? — By their writing over the door 
in inch letters the word •• on ” and the word “ off. ” That 
represents the only difference, but to the passer by 
there is no difference whatever. 

j 

_ 64,538. Iu the case of the wholesale beer dealer's ^ 
license, 1 understand that these are granted only at the I 
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annual lieeusing sessions. Is that so ? — That is so, anti 
it is considered a hardship in the case of brewers opeuing 
a store or agency if they cannot obtnin an ordinay excise 
license to sell beer in cask. 

64,539. You would be in favour of the license being 
granted by the excise authorities in these cases without 
any intervention of the magistrates Yes, in the same 
way that spirit dealers licenses are now granted. 

64,544). (Mr. Grinling.) I believe you wish to state 
that there can be no cause of complaint against the 
qnality of the liquor kept for sale in Dublin ?— I believe 
there cannot. The liquor sold in the public-houses in 
Dublin is chiefly manufactured in Dublin and it is 
recognised to be of n very high quality. Nearly all tho 
porter sold iu Dublin ia manufactured by Guinness. 

64.541. You would like also to say that tho houses 
iu Dublin, in your experience, are well conducted ? — Yes, 
I believe so. 

64.542. And no badly conducted house would receive 
sympathy or assistance from the respectable members 
of the trade P— No, nor from any of the public. 

64.543. On the point of Sunday closing, I believe you 
wish to refer to a return which was made to the House 
of Commons; would you tell ns what it shows?— It 
shows that oue iu every 23,000 is nil that is returned as 
representing tho drunkenness in tho exempted cities in 
Ireland on Suudays, and that is a very small number. 

64.544. The proportion is very small ?— Yes. 

64.545. In places whioh comprise a population of 
800,000 there was only one person in every 23,000 that 
was arrested for Sunday drunkenness ? — Yes. 

64.546. With reference to the spirit grocers, I tako 
it yonr evidence is this, that where a License is in proper 
hands and conducted as the original intention was, there 
is no ground of complaint ? — They are most respectable 
bouses. There is never any complaint against them for 
broaches of tho law. 

64.547. A good deal of the complaint with referenco 
to drinking on the promises raises from a special con- 
dition of the license, the being able to sell in open 
vessels P — I should say so. 

64.548. So far as your part of tbo trade is concerned, 
you would like to see that altered, and that the sale 
should be in closed vessels, limiting the quantity to 
half a pint? — Yea. I believe that would prevent any 
illicit drinking going on in those houses. 

64.549. With those changes, you are aware of no 
objection to tho spirit grocer's license, as far as the 
Dublin trado ia concerned ? — Except that I should like 
to see tlie conditions of applying for thoso licenses 
assimilated. 

64.550. (Mr. Riley Smith.) I suppose tbo society you 
represent hero exists merely for tbo legitimate protection 
of your trade interest?— It is entiroly a protection 
association. 

64.551. Yon ore in no way a political organization ? — 
No. Wo never allow politics to be discussed, no matter 
how remotely, at any of our meetings. 

04.552. It is fair to say that your members have no 
wish to oviide their responsibilities in any way, but 
desire to conduct their business in every way in con- 
formity with tho law ?— That is the general desire and 
the road to success in our business also. 

64.553. You have already told us that you do not give 
any assistance in the dofenco of a licensee who has 
wilfully misconducted his house ? — No. We are very 
careful nut to give assistance to any one who does 
wilfully break tho law, and I think l am right in stating 
dint the Recorder of Dublin complimented ns on that 
when giving evidenco hero. 

64.554. Am I right iu saying that, as proof of that, 
nine out of every ten cases you have taken up you linvo 
won ?— Yes, all over the country. 

64.555. It has often been suggested that if a customer 
outers a licensed house and orders a temperance beverage 
the proprietor receives him with less favour than if be 
orders a glass of spirits or a tankard of beer. Is that 
your opinion ?— I think the contrary would be tho ciise. 
Wo have more profit on aerated waters than on whisky 
or beer. 

64.556. And if n customer comes into your establish- 
ment and orders a bottle of lemonade, you supply him 
just as readily ns if he had ordered a pint of beer or a 
gloas of spirits P — Certainly. 

U SMH9. 
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04.557. There is no foundation for the suggestion that 
pressure is put upon anyone to tako alcoholic drink 
against their will P — I have never known it to be done, 
but I have often known the contrary. 

64.558. In fact I may say that yevr? is a business 
establishment, and you do not mind whrt you soli as 
long as the transaction leaves a pro it ? — Provided it is 
properly sold, for the proper conduct of the house. 

64.559. You simply supply the public with what they 
require?— Tliat is so. 

64,360. (Mr. Whittaker.) With referenco to tho point 
of the good conduct of the trade, I suppose you are 
aware that 103 convictions were obtained "against 
licensed persons in Dnbliu last year ? — If you say so, I 
dare say it is right. 

64.561. And there are about 1.200 licensed persons iu 
Dublin ? — Not so many in the city proper. The police 
district is very different. 

64.562. That moans 1 iu 12 were convicted for breaches 
of tho law last year P — It is hardly fair to take it in the 
way of conducting the ordinary licensed house. Jinny 
of these convictions have arisen over the bona fate 
traveller question. The Dublin police district embraces 
nearly all the area affected by the land Jiilo traveller. 

64.563. Still there were 103 convictions ? — As I state, 
many of those — in fact, I should tie inclined to say the 
great majority of them— arose from the dispute over the 
bond fide traveller point. 

64,664. Still there is the fact. How many persons 
connected with the trade have yon on the Dublin Cor- 
poration? — At a rough guess, I should say about 14 out 
of 60. 

64.565. (Dmn Dickinson.) 38 ? — I should deny that. 

64.566. (Mr. Whit taler.) Should I be wrong in saying 
there are 22 P — I should say so. 

64.567. I have got the names of 22 before me P—22 
license holders ? 

64.568. No, connected with the trade P — I do not 
know where you would stop when you say connected 
with the trade. 

64.569. I have four aldermen ? — Would you read me 
the names. 

64.570. Burke, Mulligan, O'Reilly, and MaaAuloy ? — 
Those are four publicans. 

64.571. Those nre aldermen. Then I have the conn- 
oillors. First of all, Cumae ? — He is not a publican, 

64.572. He is connected with the trade? — A spirit 
grocer. 

64573. Then, JolinP. Smyth? — A publican. 

64574. Doyle P— Yes. 

64.575. Meagher? — Yes. 

64.576. O’Reilly P — No, he is not a publican. 

64.577. He is connected with the trado P — Yes. 

64578. E. W. Smyth? — He is a family grocer, not a 

publican. 

64579- (Dean Dickinson.) He has a publican’s license? 
— He does not sell drink ns n publican. This is tho first 
time I was aware he had a publican’s lioense. 

64.580. He bns a publican’s license over the door ?— 
Unless you bad read it you could not know it. 

64.581. (Mr. WUUIuher.) Then, Philip Little?— A 
publican. 

64.582. Daniel Tallon, Lord Mayor ?— Yes. 

64 583. Robert Mitchel? — Not a publican. 

64.584. Connected with the trade? — An hotel pro- 
prietor. or he is connected with an hotel — a largo 
confectioner and wine merchant. 

64.585. Then, William Ireland P — Not a publican, but 
connected with the trade. 

64,686. (Chairman.) Are these members of the 
Corporation ? — All members of the Corporation. 

64,5S7. What is the total number of the Corporation? 
—60. 

64.588. And 22 of them are in the trade? — Only 14 
publicans in the Corporation . 

64,689. (Dean Dickinson.) Bat connected with the 
liquor business thoTe are 38?— Anyone who is not a 
teetotaler is couuoctod with the liquor business. 
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Mr. D. I. 64,590. (Mr. Whittaker.) I am rending yon tlie names 
Bergin. and yon have admitted them so far?— I thought yon 
" — wanted to moke ont they were publicans. 

18 May ’98 

64,591. They are in the liquor trade ? — Some of those 

men differ from the publicans on many trade questions. 

64,592. Still they are in the liquor trade? — Yes. 

Dublin 64,593. My point is this, that is on enormous proportion 
Corpora- as compared with the number of people in the trade in 
tiou and Dublin on the Corporation, is it not P— I do not know 
the liquor that it is. 
trade. 

64594. Twenty -two ont of GO P — I am speaking for 
my own trade and I do not think, considering the great 
interests there are in the publicans’ trade in Dublin, 
they are over represented. 

63.595. It is much larger than any other trade ? — It is 
much larger than any other trade and the representation 
is larger. 

64.596. It is a much larger proportion of representa- 
tion than any other trade ? — The interests of the trade 
are much larger than any other trade. 

64.597. Perhaps yon are not aware, but I wonld 
suggest there is not a single town in England where such 
a number of publicans are in the Corporation in propor- 
tion to the number of members P— I do not know about 
that. 

64.598. My point is this, that the Dublin Corporation 
seems to be practically dominated by tbe licensed trade ? 
— I could not say that. Por 20 yews I have only kno w u 
three lord mayors publicans. 

64.599. (Mr. WaVccr.) These councillors have received 
the suffrages of the citizens ? — Yes. 


64.600. They are all publicly elected P— Yes. ^ ^ 

64.601. Then if these citizens thought otherwise, or &»/*' 
considered it desirable, they would not elect them to 
the town counoil P — I suppose not. 

64.602. In your judgment, do you think that gentle- 
men connected with the licensed trade are in every wav 
as fit and veil qualified to discharge local government 
duties as any other citizen ?— The public seem to think 


64.603. One word os to drunkenness. Is it not 
within your experience that an offence may he com- ilrinlM} 
mitted, and the proprietor of the house may be power- druu'ke, 
less to prevent it under the present law with reference persons 
to selling to drunken persons P — Yes, that is what I have 
stated to the chairman. A man without the knowledge 

of the publican gets on to licensed premises at a busy 
time, and the publican con bo prosecuted for having him 
there, and it has happened in some instances. 

64.604. It is quite possible and probable, within your 
experience, that a drunken man can so present himself 

on entering the house that no ouo can detect him p 

That is one of the greatest difficulties at present in tho 
carrying on of a licensed house. It is almost impossible 
at busy times. 

64.605. (Sir Oharlca Onmarnn.) You spoke about the Liquor it 
drink sold in these shebeens in Dublin, and you said shebeen, 
they got the very worst possible liquor? — The very 
cheapest article. 

64.606. Have yon any reason to think there is much 
adulteration of tbe drink sold tkore — that tliey manufac- 
ture this whisky ? — I would not say so. I do not think 
tluit there is any adulteration going on, I think the 
cheap article is bad enough. 


The witness withdraw. 


Adjourned to Tuesday, May 24th, at 11 o’clock. 
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ONE HUNDRED AND EIGHTH DAY. 


Queen’s Robing Room, House of Lords, Tuesday, May 24th, 1898. 


PRESENT : 


The Riairr Hokouiiatili 
Tlio Right Hon. Sir Algernon West, K.O.B. 
The Very Reverend H. H. Dickinson, Dean. 
"William Allen, Esq., M.P. 

Edwaiu» North Buxton, Esq. 

WttUAK SritOOTON Caine, Esq. 

Alexander Morison QoitnoN, Esq. 

William Graham, Esq. 


VISCOUNT PEEL in the Chair. 

Henrt Grinling, Esq. 

Samuel Hvsior, Esq. 

Andrew Johnston, Esq. 

John Herbert Roberts, Esq., M.P. 
Charles Walker, Esq. 

Samuel Young, Esq., M.P. 

Grouse Younger, Esq. 


Captain R. Pigott Beamish called in and examined. 


Captain 64,607. (Chairman.) Yon are here os representing the 
r. p. Cork brewers, I believe ? — I am. 

B eamis h . 64,608. Are the majority of honses in Cork tied or 

P.oition of frG0 ?— The majority of houses are tied, 
sirncss. 64,609. Brewers have acquired the property in them ? 
The tied- — They have acquired the houses in many cases, as well 
house as the licenses, and they lot them on short terms as a 
iptcai in rale to the tenants. 

64.610. Therefore, between the licensing laws on the 
one hand, and the commercial arrangements, if I may 
call them so, on the other, there is a good deal of 
complication in the administration of the law? — A grant 

• deal. 

64.611. As to the agreements which brewers enter 
into between themselves and the licensees, do yon 
consider that the brewers have taken into account 
contradictory conclusions arrived at, or supposed to bo 
arrived at, by tlio Irish judges, so as to protect their 
own interests ? — They have endeavoured to do so. The 
result lias been nu exceedingly complicated state of 
things. 

64.612. On what terms are tlio honses let to the 
licensees ? — Chiefly on short terms. 

64,013. Who pays the rates and taxes ? — I believe the 
brewer pays the rates and taxes. 

64.614. Does the rent that the brewer gets leave him 
a pretty large margin of profit, or the reverse ? — I see 
the brewer pays the head rent, rates and taxes, and it 
loaves him a very small margin of profit. 

64.615. A very small margin of profit, looking to the 
rent that lie can got for the house ? — Looking to the 
rent that ho receives from tlio tenant. 

04.616. Do you mean to say that it is not a profitable 
business for a brewer to buy up houses ? — It is profitable 
in the way of the command of his trade, but in no other 
way. 

64.617. That is to say, it is easier to dispose of his 
goods to a particular house ?— Precisely. 

64.618. Does the tenant in all cases covenant to deal 
exclusively with the brewer P — He does, in these letting 
agreements. 

04.G19. For all articles ?— Only for the articles maun- 
factored by the brewer himself. 

04,620. But tlio brewer mnnnfaofcures a good many 
articles now, docs not ho ? — He manufactures, in Cork, 
only ale ana porter. 

lung an 64,621. Nob aerated waters ?— No. Perhaps I might 
:« *uitom mention that this custom of tiod honsus is a very ancient 
Co *k. ouo in the city of Cork. I have a deed here which is 
dated over 100 years ago. 

C4.C22. Do I understand by that, tliat that particular 
house has been tied to n particular linn for that term, 
and has been in the hands of a sncoe ssion of the same 


family ? — Scarcely that. It merely was brought forward Captain 
to show that the system of tied houses is a very old one It. P. 
in the eity of Cork. It is an old custom. Beamish. 

04,623. Besides convenoutiog to get all his articles si May '#8 

from the brewer, what else does the tenant covenant, to .1 

do ? — He covenants to pay his rout, and he convenants 
to maintain his license without forfeiture and to conduct 
his house in a proper manner. 

04,824. Does he give any security for his good 
behaviour ? — He does in many instances. 

64,626. What ore the terms of lease ; for what period P Length of 
— They axe exceedingly various. They range from a tenancies, 
monthly tenancy up to a year, or a term of years. 

64.626. I think yon just now inferred, though not 
perhaps absolutely stated, that the same family continue 
for a long time in possession of the same licensed 
houses ? — For three or four generations. 

64.627. Is goodwill recognised ? — In the majority of Goodwill, 
cases it is not recognised. Tliero is u firm in the city 

of Cork that recognises goodwill in their tenants. 

64.628. It has been known, has it not, that large 
prices have been paid for goodwill ? — Considerable sums 
have been paid for tenant right in very short terms. 

64.629. What sort of prices are given for goodwill ; 
what is the extreme range of prices ? — They have given 
from 60L up to 600J. 

64.630. Putting the case where the brewer has pnr- Property 
chased both the house and the license, does any in tlio 
complication arise from the landlord being in that license, 
peculiar relation? — There is very considerable legal 
complication as regards control of the license. 

64.631. Do you consider that in that case, where a 
brewer has purchased the house and the license, the 
law courts of Ireland have recognised any property in 
the brewer? — There is a very celebrated case in the 
Irish Court of Queen's Bench called the Clithoroe 
case, in which Chief Justice May said that existing 
vested interests should not be extinguished, even with 
a legitimate object, without compensation. 

64.632. Do yon consider that that legal dictum or 
deoision has been confirmed by any English courts ? — 

English judges appear to hold that a license is the 
goodwill, without which the business cannot be carried 
on. 

64.633. That is a truism, is it not ? — Precisely. 

64.634. If yon have no license yon cannot act under 
the license ?— The meaning of that is, that it would bo 
useless for the brewer to purohnse a house on which 
he lias no profit, unless it were for the purpose of 
securing his trade. 

64.635. Would yon go so for ns to say that the law 
courts of Ireland have recognised a license as a property 
to be assigned as a property P — Well, they have ; but 

Q q 2 
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Captain the decisions in the Tjisli courts appeal* to have lieon 
R. P . exceedingly contradictory. 

Beamish. ... 

64,636. Dii they recognise tho co-existence, so to 

24 May ’98 speak, of the license with the liouse ? Can you assign 

a license without assigning the liouse to which it is 

attached? — Such has been the custom, and many 
recorders in Cork linro recognised that custom for a 
rcat number of years, but the present Recorder of Cork 
oos not do so. 

(4.687. Iu the case of n deceased publican, what has 
been decided ns to the nature of the property in the 
license which he held ? Ena it been held to be personal 
property? — It has been dealt with as personal property. 

64.638. Not ns freehold property ? — Not as freehold. 

64.639. But then it rather militates against the idea 
that it is a permanent property, does it not ? — The whole 
law of licensing is mo complicated iu Ireland, ns adminis- 
tered by these different contradictory decisions, that it is 
very difficult to answer the question. 

64.640. You have given us cases in which you say the 
judges have decided that there was a property. Has any 
judge of great eminence given a contrary decision ? — Lord 
Justice Barry has said that though he admitted that some 
of the judges in giving judgment in the ditlieroe onse 
did apply the word ’‘property” to a license, lie (Lord 
Justice Barry) did not think that there was any property 
in a license. 

64.641. On the other hand yon think the English 
judges have decided that there is a kind of property iu a 
license ?— Precisely ; a load of property. 

64.642. Is there any case which you wish to bring 
before ns of a judge, in any case that came before him, 
laying down that rule of law ? — Iu the case of The Queen 
v. The Justices of Middlesex, Mr. Justice Mellor is re- 
ported as stating: “I see nothing unreasonable in the 
“ case of. a house nlreudy licensed in limiting objections 
“ to those n Renting the personal character of the 
“ applicants." And iu Garrett v. The Justices of 
Middlesex, the English judges decided that mortgagees 
of licensed premises were entitled to the renewal of the 
license, though the licensee appeared and stated lie did 
not require a renewal The property in a license is also 
recognised by section 13 of the Licensing Act, Ireland, 
1874. 

64.643. Though the licensee of the house does not 
require tho renewal of his liconso, that license cun be 
transferred as property V — It has been absolutely 
done in the city of Cork by the Recorder. He Inis 
declined to listen to tho objection which tho man lias 
raised to the transfer of liis license to another man, and 
he has transferred it for him. 

64.644. How can the transferee he put in a better 
position than that of the deceased or parting licensee ? 
— Because when the party who is licensed hns for 
valuable consideration parted with his license to the 
brewer, and afterwards declines to transfer that license 
to another man, ho hns been in certain cases compelled 
to do so. 

Pcr-rtnity 64,645. That is rather a dangerous doctrine is it not? 
of licenses Boes not that imply thut the brewer can override, by a 
ile>: .... special agreement with a tenant, the state of the law. 

which requires an annual license to be renewed, and 
that ho regards the license oneo granted ns granted in 
perpetuity ? — In the Clitheroe case the other principle 
appears tii have been so completely introduced, that 
they now grant their renewals as a certainty, or almost 
as a certainty. 

64.646. Personally speaking, on behalf of a great 
association, should you hold that a license once granted 
cannot be cancelled? — It nan be cancelled for mis- 
conduct. 

64.647. I pub misconduct out of the question? — 
Certainly. 

64.648. Supposing it is cancelled for misooncinct, does 
the license then revert from tho licensee to the house, 
and can tho house never ho bereft of its license ? — No, 
that is not the state of the law at the present moment, 
but that is what wo think ought to be the case, in order 
to simplify wlrnt is an exceedingly complicated practice 
at iho present moment. 

64.649. (Mr. Caine.) Do you think that tho custom of 
au individual eonrt of justices, os at Clitheroe, over- 
rides the law, and overrides the specific contract? — The 
Clitheroe case was decided by the Irish Court of Queen's 
Bench. It was not a local matter. 


64,650. I thought it was Clitheroe in England ?— No. Co , 

G4.G51 . Do yon contend tluit that alters tho law in R.p' 
any way ? — I do nut attempt to contend anything of tho Beonii 
kind. I merely say that a custom which lias regulated 
the decisions of the recorders of Cork for many years 
has recognised an indirect property iu the license in the 
mnn who lias purchased it. 

G4.652. Now yon use the word “ indirect," which 
considerably modifies it ? — Of course, the whole thing is 
most confused. 

64.653. (Chairman.) Yon do not contend that a 
licensee once having got a liceuse is entitled to it for all 
time, but you do contend I understand, that a house 
once invested with a license has a light to it in 
perpetuity : is that yoiu* ooutcutiou ? — If the license has 
been purchased by the owner of the honse from the 
licensee for a valuable consideration, what we claim is 
that it shonld follow the honse ; and what we are 
anxious for is, that tho law should be brought into 
accordance with the custom which enables that to be 
done. That is our case. Practically, that has been 
carried into effect — locally, I menu. 

64.654. I do not wish so much to argue tho question, 
but I shonld like to itslc you whether you consider that 
the legislature has laid down a distinct series of statutes, 
and that because behind tlie back of the statute — I mean 
nothing offensive — a great quantity of commercial 
arrangements have sprung up, tho.se commercial ar- 
rangements are to override the express wish of the 
legislature as declared in repented statutes ?- Certainly 
we could not contend such a thing as that for a 
moment. 

64.655. Does not your evidence rather point to that? 

—It does point iu that direction most decidedly, but in 
Lei and we arc somewhat differently placed from the 
case of a licensee in England. 

64.656. Does the Recorder of Dublin ever make it Grant of 
a condition before n liceuse is granted that liceusos in new 
other parts of the city shall be surrendered? — He does, liwnmia 

64.657. Do you object to that plan ? — Tlio number of **J“™!* 
licenses throughout Ireland is unquestionably too largo ‘ urra *'' 
os it is. 

64.658. And, therefore, a good method of reducing 
them would be lo surrender four, live, or even six 
licenses in a congested part of the district for a new 
house in a suburban or n now quarter ? — I shonld not 
like to bind myself to tho number, but I tliiulc that a 
change in that direction might bo beneficial in some 
degreo. 

64.059. The number is miiiiiportunt in itself ; the 
only question is, whotlier tho i/niil answers to tlie r/un, 
or the tpu> to the quiil ; whether tho value is equivalent ? 

— Yes. 

64.060. You would say that ? — 1 should sny that tho 
number of licensed houses, particularly in some of the 
cities, is too largo, and that, as tho Recorder of Dublin 
often does, calling upou Romo of these licenses to be 
extinguished, is beneficial to everyone. 

64.661. I was rather looking to tho valne of the thing 
proposed to be set against n new house. I suppose tlie 
Recorder would not admit the suppression of fcliree or 
four trumpery houses in a poorer district for the purpose 
of granting a liceuse to a full public-house in a better 
district ? — I really do not know what his plan is in that 
respect. 

64.662. You do not yourself, speaking on behalf of 
yoiu* association, object to the system of suppression 
and transfer, or suppression and creation of a honse?— 
Provided it is done under fail* regulation. 

64.663. (Mr. Yuungar.) I suppose each ease would, in 
that particular principle, be treated on its own merits ? 

— Each one would be treated ou its own merits. 

64,364. (Chairman . ) Suppose u number of houses in 
a congested district hod boon practically loft in abeynnoo 
and even been closed. I suppose the Recorder would 
take into consideration tho fact that those houses were 
evidently not doing business, or they would not havo 
been closed. Do you know any cuso like that P— If a 
house is closed tho practice of tho Recorder of Cork is 
to decline to renew the license. Ho will not allow it to 
go on. 

64,605. Of course, he would not accept it as one of 
thoso houses to be surrendered against the creation of a 
new house! 1 — I could not answer that. He has not 
called for auy suppression of licenses. 
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Qtalji* 64.666. Are yon of opinion tli.it no amount of offences 
H. P. by tlie ninungc-r. if there is a manager, or by tho 
p.vuaslt- licensee, or by tlio tenant, whoever he may be, could 
■ — possibly warrant the takiug away of the license from 

that house ? — There are no managers in the houses in 
Cork. The brewers do not put in managers. 

C4.C67. Whom do they put in? — They put in monthly 
tenants, or quarterly tenants, or yearly tenants, or six- 
yearly tenants, as the case may ‘bo. They put in no 
managers. There is one solitary exception in the 
case of one of the brewers in Cork, where a manager bos 
been pnt in ns a trial, bnt it is only as an experiment. 
Practically, there are no managers in Cork. 

Tfcc man G4.G6S. Would you agree with a former witness who 
may »'». soid that the man can sin, but the house cannot ? — That 
but the is the form in which those that I am connected with 
l»u«e are anxious that the law shall bear us out : that the man 
cannot. may ein, but the house cannot. 

04.669. And that, though a house might have 
acquired a notoriously bad character from a succession 
of not only incompetent, bnt I will assume worthless, 
mischievous, and immoral tenants, the magistrates 
should not be entitled to say, this house has got such a 
reputation, that we will refuse to license it any longer. 

I pnt au extreme case to illustrate what I want to draw 
out?— My answer to that would be that the brewer 
would be very short-sighted who would permit the 
tenant to remain in one of his houses, if he had tho 
power of getting lum out under snob conditions. 

64.670. (Mr. Younger.) And that if he did he should 
lose the license for the house? — Certainly. 

64.671. (Cluiirnuin.) Suppose a tenant has committed 
an offence which brings him under the cognizance of 
the mogistrate, lie might introduce the endorsement 
upon the license. Who suffers in that oase ? — 'The first 
endorsement, of course. 

61.672. I am talking of the endorsement entailing 
forfeiture P — Before it oomes to that point, the brewer 
immediately gives notice to Ins tennnt that ho must 
leave the house and that the license must be transferred 
to another tenant. In order to prevent that vary thing 
the short tenancies, these monthly tenancies have been 
adopted in order to give the owner of the house the 
power of being able to dispossess tho tenant who is 
breaking the law and is rendering his license unsafe. 

64.673. When the brewer puts himself in the position 
of tlio law ? — Tho brewer gives notice to the tenant, the 
tenant has to go, and lio colls upon tho tenant to transfer 
his license ovor to another tenant who will not transgress 
tho law. 

04.674. Wlmt happens to the man who has sinned P— 
Tho man who lias sinned goes out of tho business 
altogether — there is no more about him. He leaves the 
house and transfers his license. 

(i4,675. He is punished by tho brewer instead of being 
punished by tlio law P— Because the brewer would bo 
punished by law, by the loss of the license, if he did 
not do so. 


64.681. Of course, you would not get rid of well- Cnpa'in 

conducted tenauis ; but I ask you os a fart whether you H P 
find there is a considerable change among the tenancies liiuriuh, 
of your houses ? — Not a great many. ■ — t 

04.682. Then you think that an existing license should ^ 
be capable of being transferred to another house, pro- 
vided that tho trails for dill not increase the number of 
existing licenses ? — And that there was no objection to 

the character of the incoming tenaut. 

64.683. Have you anything to say about the qualifi- Disqualifi- 
cations of magistrates attending the licensing courts ? — cut km or 
We consider that as all magistrates interested in the justices, 
manufacture or sale of intoxicating linucrs are prohibited 

by law from acting in licensing cases, tho same prohi- 
bition should be extended to biassed opponents of the 
liquor trade, such as admitted snpporters of the total 
abstinence cause. 

64.684. (Mr. Caine.) How would you define au 
admitted supporter of lire temperance cause? — It would 
be very easy to define it in my part of the world, 
because they are very clear. 

64.685. (Chairman.) I suppose the brewers, or Provisional 
whoever is the party interested, constantly apply for a lie .-uses, 
provisional license, do they not ? — We do. 

64.686. Before the house is built ? — The existing state 
of the law in Ireland as regards that wo consider to 
bear very hardly on Irish brewers, because in England 
before a brewer invests his money in tho erection of a 
house he can ascertain whether, when the house is 
built, ho will obtain a license for it, hut that is not tho 
case in Ireland. He must run the risk of buildiug tho 
house, and then apply for a license or a transfer of a 
lice use. 

64.687. Is there no method of the magistrates 
sanctioning the specifications for a house, and saying : 

Yes, this appears to comply with all the necessary 
qualifications for a house? — No, that is not so ill 
Ireland. We slionld wish to see that provision of the 
English Acts applied also in Ireland. 

64.688. But suppose in the course of an erection of a 
new house, there is a departure from the specification, 
what power would you give the licensing court then ? 

— I would give the licensing authorities the power of 
declining a transfer or the grant of n license . 

64.689. Can they do so now by law ?— At this present 
moment, I do not know, beenuao the question nevor 
arises in Irolnnd. We never can go to tlio magistrates 
and say we propose to erect tho houso according to 
certain specifications. 

64.690. I suppose you know cases in Ireland where Condition! 
conditions have been laid clown by tho magistrates, and imp .swl 
where they have afterwards been infringed ?— I do not ujmu 
know any case in Ireland where a new house has been licences, 
built according to certain specifications laid down to 

meet tho requirements of the magistrates, and where 
they have undertaken to give the license on that being 
done. It is not the custom. It is not the law in 
Ireland. 


64,076. No; I understood you to say the brewer 
cannot lose his license? — That is our contention, that 
we wish should bo established, but as the law stands 
tho brewer runs the risk of the house no longer having 
a license. 

64.677. Is there no penalty on a brewer P It is 
conceivable that a brewer should sin like a tenant ?— 
Your point is, supposing the house were constantly ill 
conducted, and that the brewer appointed n succession 
of ill-conducted tenants. Certainly in that case there 
ought to be a punishment on the brewer. 

64.678. What kind as punishment P— The law as it 
stands has not given us an opportunity of thinking that 
out at all. 

twine to 64,679, Would you like to seo the license made out 
hslong to to tlio brewer, and not to the tenant ? — I should like the 
tc brewer, license to belong to tho brewer and to tho brewer’s 
bouse, and I should like that a brewer, if he were to put 
ill-conducted tenants into that house who would bo 
likely to break the law, should suffer some penalty 
which would prevent his doing it in future. 

Uangcs of 63,680. Arc there many changes in the occupants of 

•«««?. the housos that belong to your association ?— Not as n 
rule; wherever a man is well conducted, not only he, 
but all his family go on. As I have said, in the case of 
tho firm of whion I am chairman, there is one family I 
know which is in my mind at this moment which has 
gone on for four generations. 


04.691. Is it the custom for the magisi rates when 
they grant the license to say there shall be no long 
bar? — They do make certain conditions. They are 
move particular with regard to back entrances and bock 
doors, and places which would prevent the police having 
a proper supervision of tho place. 

64.692. Bnt more than that, as to the actual con- 
struction of the house aud facilities for drinking, 
conditions are frequently imposed, are they not?— I 
could not answer that from my own knowledge. 

64.693. Would you say that the conditions which 
magistrates now impose are not according to statuto ?— 
They do not impose conditions on the erection of new 
houses, because we do not go before them until tho 
house is completed. 

64.694. Supposing n house has been granted u par- 
ticular license, and in the course of the year fresh 
developments take place in the lionse, the magistrates 
consider, when tlio case comes up for revision at the 
annual licensing, that the original compact has been 
disturbed P — < If my own knowledge I could not answer 
that. 

64.695. You contemplate cases in which not only is 
the license a property, but it is an assignable property ? 
— Precisely. 

64.696. If the transferee enters into possession of that 
lioense, would he be bound by tho some conditions as 

Qq 3 
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wore imposed upon the transferor ? — He would. He 
' ’ i bis place in every respect. 


i>4,711. From the point of view of public policy, if the . 

wo ... ....... _au who comes in is not a free man, but is hampered JiT' 

„ , . . ... , a-,, .... i,5_ by the debts, as I nndorstauil, of his predecessor, is he Bum 

M. 0 !I 7 . Bo drp. 1.1:0 bis .Iioos.-Hb stop, into lus ,i oly lo ll0 J guo(l tourot, torn « pobto point of view, ^ 

oos nosointoiy . 0 f tt public-house— as good a tenant as if he were a Remit 


"hi- law 


shoes 

G4,(59S. Sour recent decisions in the Irish courts 
have, I think, thrown some doubt upon the existence of 
the property in llio license?— Very much so. It has 
placed those who have been acting for a long time, 
particularly hi Cork, under the custom that has so long 
existed there, in very great ilifBonlty. 

<54,1500. What steps lrnvo the brewers, or any associa- 
tion such ns that with which you are connected, taken to 
guard against the uncertain operation of the law ?— -They 
hare been compelled to enter into the most complicated 
personal arrangements with the bolder of the license. 

04.700. Do yon think it advisable to give ns the terms 
of any contract which has lieen entered into between 
the landlord and the new tenant ? — You mean. I pre- 
sume, the owner of the license — the brewer who owns 
the license— and the licensee to whom he transfers P 


perfectly free man? — Why not, my Lord, when the the bur." 
brewers’ interest is so strong that the man who holds dens on 
the license shall do nothing contrary to the law, and the tied 
nothing that is likely to endanger his license, or to liave tenant, 
any convictions recorded on it ? 

•54,712. That was iu my mind, which we have had 
frequently stated on one aide and denied on the other ; 
that when a man in that condition outers upon the 
possession of a house, in order to mnke both ends meet, 
and not only to pay off his debt, but to make his own 
living, ho has to resort to practices which are not strictly 
legal ? — It is in consequence of tho coufnsiou that exists 
in the Irish law of licensing that a great deal of that 
risk exists as regards tho carrying out of the law. If it 
were quite clear that the house was licensed so long as 
it was properly conducted, and that there would be no 


,, .... , . . . , danger of tho license being lost except for misconduct, it 

04,7111. Yes 1 m conequenoo of tti. .tote of “ “ fte b „. v . P “ IterMt tlmt the Lome total 

tl.e to, iu> 1 in oouscqiiGiiee of .tot you nctait .to b, „„„total tot tot is tbo thing ye pat 

recent decisions in the Irish courts, which have militated n Jj most nlonrlv & 1 


against the idea of property in the license ? — Precisely 
so ; that is property in a liconse disassociated from the 
house entirely, out merely as a liconse itself. 

64. 702. (Mr. Younger. ) Was there any other judge 
exeept Judge Parry who bad any doubts as to the property 
in a license ? — That 1 11m not able of my own knowledge 
to answer. 

64.703. (Chairman.) Will yon kindly give ns the terms 
of the agreement to which yon are referring? — In 
former days, and before tlieso recent decisions, the 
license, wns treated ns something in which there was an 
assignable property. The original holder of the license 
formerly executed nu assignment of the license to the 
brewer or company. In addition to this he entered into 
a trading agreement with the brewer or company, and 
secured tho tint! observance by him of such agreement by 
either a money deposit or a bond, and warrant of 
attorney, or a promissory note. The more usual way 
now is that the holder of the license, the man who has 
disposed of the license to the brewer for a valuable con- 
sideration. shall give his bond and warrant with two 
sureties to represent its valnc, so that if it shonld be lost 
the valno might 1io recovered. Tho agreements that 
have lx-en entered into afterwards iu addition to tlmt 
have been osuc ediugly complicated, and they lrnvo all 
been, with a view of maintaining what was an extremely 
ancient custom iu the city of Cork, notwithstanding the 
donht that has been thrown on the assignable nature 
of a license as proparty. 

64.704. Whim wore those adverse decisions given in 
tho Irish law courts ? — I could not give you exactly tho 
dates. 

64.705. But since that timo these agreements have 
had to be modified ? — Yes. in order to meet these things. 
In former days the Recorder of Cork absolutely recog- 
nised those transactions in licenses; he practically 
recognised thorn. 


forward most dearly, 

G4,713. Should you object to all these agreements The 
being overhauled by the licensing court to eee whether liconsirg 
there wns. in their opinion, anything contrary to public unhwity 
policy ?— But they are every now and then overhauled, 
as a fact, by the public courts. They havo to come up brCTers ’ 
before the Recorder of Cork. 

64.714. They have to come up with the agreement ? — 

Yes, the agreement lias to be produced. I think I am 
right in saying so. 

64.715. Are yon sure of that: we have had very 
strong evidence the other way? — That it is never 
produced ? 

64,710. Yes, or hardly ever? — We are speaking of 
Cork, and in Cork, ns a fact, the Recorder calls for the 
production of theao agreements between the brewer 
and the licensee. 

64.717. But does he got them ? — Of course he does. 

64.718. If the court are fully cognizant of the terms 
of agreement aud of the whole circumstances which 
surround the licensee when he applies for the license, 
you have no objection, 1 suppose, to that overhauling of 
the contrast P — Not in tho slightest. Tho practice of 
tho Recorder of Cork has dill'orod from timo to time 
as regards thoso agreements which havo been before 
them. 

64.719. I seo tho force of that. You say that if it 
wore left to n recorder to decido whether tho particular 
agreement was contrary to public policy it would lenvo 
too much to tbo individual judge i — Precisely so. Wo 
should like to havo it fixed one way nr another what the 
law really is as regards tho value of the license, and 
the continuance of the lioonso. 


64,720. I am talking rather as to she conditions under 
whioh the license is held. If a licensing court is to 
overhaul the agreement, you might justly say it depends 

6-1,7'jT). So Bins wliile tlie courts appeal’ to lie in some 2^3“ «""**• to 

icertaiutv as to whether there is a nronertv in a license. procoea ’ freoisoly. 


uncertainty ils to whether there is a property in n license, 
yonr agreements say : As there is that uncertainty we 
will decide that there is a property in the license ? — 
Precisely, and wo deal with it us property. 

64,707. But supposing tho fiual decision of the court 
s to be that there was no property in them ? — Then 
mr.s in the qnestion of tlio security which is given by 
the licensoo in return for tlio money that has been giveu 
him for tho license. 


64.721. Do I understand yon to say that yon would 
like to see some conditions laid "down by statute 
regulating tho decision, aud laying down principles on 
which tho licensing oomfcs shonld act before they can 
cancel an agreement? — That is a point I liave not 
though* out sufficiently. That may involve a groat 

- any complications, t could not directly answe: 

64.722. Are nny distillers landlords P — I do not think, 

iu any oases. The brewers, I believe, are the only fors!> ' 
landlords of public-houses in Oork. 


64.708. b oppose the law decides that there is no pro- 
perty, how would you have the law courts decide the 
questions which appear to militate against tho idea laid 64,728. As to tho sido of spirits, which is, I suppose, 
down by tho law ? — Bocunso it can bo shown that the a considerable element in tho consumption in Ireland, 
licensee has received a certain sum of money, and he is do they got their spirits free, or are they tied for 
called upon to return that sum of money which has spirits ?— I am not aware if they 


beta paid over to him by the brewer. 

64.709. That would be qnifce independent of the 
licensing laws?— Tlmt wonlil lie quite independent of 
tbo licensing laws, of course. 

64.710. It would bo money advanced, and money due? 
— Money ndvancc.l, and niom-y duo ; but instead of the 
moiiuy advanced and money due being repaid, if the man 


i if they are tied for spirits; 
certainly not as regards tho brewers. That is the only 
thing I can absolutely answer for. 


04,724. Yon do not lrnow ns to tlio great distillery . 
companies ?— Tho groat distillery companies, I believe, 
have no tied houses, but that I cannot answer for of my 
own personal knowledge. 

. . a , *- — 64,725. 'When tho tie is established, I Rnppose, the 

trau Kiel's tho license there is no more abont it. The terms are that tho ale and porter or whatever it may bo Il( l u 

man who succeeds him comes into his shoes precisely. is of good merchantable quality ? Quito so. 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 

Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 


MINUTES OP EVIDENCE. 


311 


i. 

if 


s 




Captain 04,726. Have you over had any complaints? No 

/. P- complaints whatever. 

gtaniti- 84,727. Hnve you ever heard of any complaints from 
' the public that they cannot get the particular kind of 
liquor that they like ? — None, that I have heard. 

64.728. You can conceive such a case, I suppose ? 

Certainly; but the competition between the different 
rivnl breweries is quite sufficieut to answer that. 

64.729. What I was pointing out was the great and 
increasing power of brewers, that they might annex a 
whole district and only sell then- own liquor, whichever 

they mny choose to sell, in that particular district is 

that conceivable ? — Quite so. 

64.730. They might have an interest in passing off 
their beer which might not be wholly to the tastes of 
the public P — Quito so. 

64,781. Do you think that might be?— It is quite 
possible. 

64.732. And that their interest in selling an article 
palatable to the publio would not he so great as their 
interest in. gutting rid of a particular kind of liquor 
which they sell P — In that respect I think you have 
slightly misunderstood me. When I say that a district 
can become to n certain axtent the property of a brewer 
I do not mean to say that he would in that district put 
a different class of manufacture from what he would in 
any other district. 

64.733. 2vo, I was not implying that ? — That I do not 
wish to imply. The brewers of Cork give the same 
manufacture at the some price to all their people. 

64.734. To put a case coarsely and roughly ; suppose 
a powerful brewery company had got a whole district in 
its hands, and suppose they decided to sell only 
Guinness; that they were interested in the sale of 
Guinness ; some peoplo might want to have Bass ; they 
could not get it. I pnt that as a result. Should you 
say that was for tho good of tho district ? — It is so very 
extreme a case that lean hardly conceive it. 

64.735. But you can oouceive of h case in which a 
brewery 1ms got hold of a distrust P — I can, certainly. 

The offer 64,736. I do not wish to omit anything that you wish 
of expenses to state. Is there any other point you would like to 
ofJ.P.’s mention? — There was a statement made here by a 
bran Roman Catholic clergyman, the Reverend Michael 
agent on Ahern, a Catholic curate, of Ladies Bridge, near 
behalf of Castlemai'tyr. Ho appears to have repeated on more 
a brewer than ono oocnuion, two or throe times very distinctly, 
referred to that a bribe of 51. was offered by one of the Cork 
u ,h fJ lcT ' browing companies to tho magistrates. We should 
Mr. Ahem, ^^sli to have mi opportunity to individually contradict 
that, because there are four brewers, und he did not 
mention tho name of any brewery. I t h inl y it was on 
the 105th day— tbo 11th May. 

Denial by 64,787. Do you say it was stated that a bribe was 
Cork offered or accepted ? — I do not thi nk he went to the 
brewers. extent of saying it was accepted. I hnve not a copy of 
the evidence. Wlrnt he stated was that a commission 
agont had the authority of a brewer to offer the money 
in return for the support of the justices to the particular 
license, and he appears to have repented it two or three 
times with very great strength. 

64.738. (Mr. Young or.) But without any proof of the 
statement at all excepting that ? — None. As I say, there 
ore four brewers in the city of Cork, and I have been 
requested by letter by two of them, and Mr. Murphy 
represents a third firm, and I represent the fourth, to 
give this statement the most absolute denial. Mr. Lane 
writes : “ As for ns this brewery is concerned the 
“ statement is absolutely false.” Messrs. Amott write : 
“ We challenge the statement made by tho Reverend 
“ Michael Ahem, Cfttholio Curate of Castlenmrtyr, in his 
“ evidence before the Royal Commission, namely, that 
“ magistrates were bribed by a Cork brewer, and desire 
*« to any that so far as we ore concerned it is absolutely 
“ untrue," 

64.739. (Chairman.) This gentleman states it from 
his own experience. Ho says: “I can give instances, 
“ including one in which a canvasser called on myself 
“ and wanted mo to use my influence with some of tho 
“ magistrates who woro living in a parish where I then 
“ was, to go about 15 miles to vote for a license for a 
•« friend of liis. I said that it was altogether unreason- 
“ able to expect magistrates to go so far away and ho 
“ mid that, distnuoo made no difference whatever, that 
“ he himself was authorised by a brewer to give 51. by 
“ way of defraying esponsos to any magistrate whom 


“ ho could get to go and vote for this license ” f— It is Captain 
a very strong statement, and it is one made of bis own per- R. P. 

sonal knowledge. It only remains for each brewing Beamish. 

firm in the city of Cork themselves specifically to deny 

that, and then lie must bring out tbo name of tlio firm that 24 May ’Stf 

was supposed to have been represented by that com mis- 

sion agent. He would have to state who it was. I have 
read you letters from two of the firms. Mr. Murphy, 
who is here, says, with regard to bribing magistrates, 
his film has never done such n thing, or authorised its 
being done by any of its agents. As regards canvassing, 
on two occasions when applications were being made 
for licenses in districts in which, in his opinion, they were 
required, and when it came to his knowledge that a 
strong canvass had been made against tho granting of 
the license, he asked some of his friends to attend, aud if 
they considered on the evidence that the licenses were 
required, to vote accordingly — tli.-it is to say, to see fair 
play. 

64.740. You will observe that his statement is, not 
that a direct 5f. note was offered for n person to vote in 
a particular way, but thut the brewer offered to defray 
the expenses, the distance being no object, up to 5/., if 
he would go and vote in a particular' way ; that is the 
allegation P — That is the allegation. That allegation is 
distinctly denied by Messrs. Amott and Co., distinctly 
denied by Messrs. Lane, it is distinctly denied by Mr. 

Murphy, and on the part of my own firm I can give it 
an equally distinct denial. I can go further than that, 
and I can say that we have never attempted to influence 
magistrates in any way whatever with regard to 
licenses. 

64.741. You would ullow, L suppose, Hint magistrates Canvasa- 
were grossly canvassed iu Ireland? — They wore, most >»g- 
undoubtedly. 

64.742. You, of course, and your association, I am 
sure, repudiate the idea of any kind of canvassing ? — 

We should be very glad if all canvassing should be 
absolutely punishable by law — canvassing on both sides : 
that is on the total abstinence side as well as on thu 
brewer’s side. We consider it to bo grossly unfair. 

64.743. It depends on how you define canvassing? — It 
is very difficult, of course. 

64.744. Would a petition got up by the inhabitants to 
say that they objected to a license being pnt into a par- 
ticular district be oanvussing the magistrates ?— No, I 
should not think it would be. 

64.745. (Mr. Younger.) I suppose you mean private 
canvassing ? — Personal, private canvassing. 

64.746. (Chairman.) Private personal solicitation ? — Tho 
Precisely. Mr. Murphy states, and I may state the same, charges 
that no premium to encourage the sale of drink is given l HS u, “* t 
to any barmaid, or publican ; and I may go so far as tu txirk 
say that the firm that I represent will not even give bro " ors - 
what are called the usual Christmas boxes. We do not 

give anything at all to these peoplo. I was anxious for 
the opportunity of being able specifically to deny that 
charge, and now it remains for the Rev. Mr. Ahern to 
state publicly who the brewer was that did it, and then, 
of course, wo must proceed further in the matter. 

64.747. (Dean Dickinson.) The priest from Cork said 
that this was given by way of paying travelling expenses, 
not as a bribe ?— Yes. 

64.748. You do not mean to say that witnesses who 
come here ami are paid their travelling expenses are 
bribed P — No, but that is quite a different thing. 

64.749. How is it different? — I should look upon it 
in the light of a bribe if I offered to any magistrate his 
travelling expenses. 

64.750. (Chairman) I am bound to observe that it is 
for the purpose of defraying the expenses of any magis- 
trate whom ho could get to go and vote ? — Precisely. 

64.751. It is something more than paying travelling 
expenses for a judicial investigation ? — Yes. 

64.752. (Doan Dickinson.) With respect to tho Property 
Clithoroe case, a question was asked you by a Com- a license, 
missioner opposite ; was there any adverse opinion 
expressed upon that matter as to the property in 

the license. There was a very strong expression on 
tho opposite side. One of our ablest judges, Lord 
Justice FitzGibbon, said ‘'Where a licensed person holds 
“ licensed premises with his concurrence, or on devolu- 
“ tion of title from him iu certain specified ways, but not 
“ otherwise, the licenso mny puss from the premises by 
“ way of transfer ; but when tho connexion between 
“ tho person and the premises is determined, and the 

Q'l 4 
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f'n-jiain “ commoi title to botli license and premises is inter- 
I( p “ rnptecl, I think the right to renewal or transfer is 
DeanisL “ lost, and those obininiug cither on personal grounds, 

or as representing the holder of the former license, 

1 Mar "-8 “ or as owners of premises, mnst submit their claims to 

— “ the justice' merely ns applicants for new licenses.” 

And Chief Justice Barry, who was one of the judges, 
referring to Clithcroe's cnee, said : “ As to the decision 
“ in that case, I ivns one of the judges who took part 
“ in it, and I arrived at the opinion with great doubt 
“ and difficulty, regarding tho question ns one of cou- 
“ struction.'' "Lord Justice FitzGibbon said also on 
tliat occasion : " 1 decline to admit that the magistrates 
“ were at liberty to act on the certificate to the peace- 
<* able null orderly manner in which the house had 
“ been conducted in the post year, when tho house was 

not, in fact, conducted ns n puhlic-house at all.” So 
that thero does uot seem to have been any unanimity 
among tho judges ns to the existence of any property in 
the promises apart, from the licensing? — There are 
decisions on the other aide. Justice Miller recognised 
that there was u property in the license, and he held 
that tin equitable mortgage of a public-house created 
by a deposit of the title deeds confers upon the owner 
of the mortgage, that is, the mortgage of the house, the 
right to tho license ns against the assignees in bank- 
ruptcy of the licensed owner of the public-house. And 
he nnpenra also to have decided that a license was a 
property, which as such would vest in the assignee, and 
have an existence distinct from the license of the 
house, whioh merely as a house had been sold by the 
parish. 

64., 758. lie acknowledges there that the premises are 
merely to be sold as of the value of a house, but the 
license attaches to the licensee, tbe person who holds 
the license ? — The Irish Court of Appeal have held that 
the proceeds of the sale of a deceased publican's license 
constitute personal estate, although attached to a house 
with a freehold tenure. 

64.754. {Mr. Cuinn.) Surely that was a realised snm 
brought into the estate for definite sale. It is a different 
thing to attach a value to it before it is sold? — The 
decisions are so contrary, mid the practices are so 
antagonistic, and wo have had recorders in Cork who 
have dealt with licensed and unlicensed property in suoh 
a different way, that it is almost chaos. 

03.755. (Ku'iw DicVnism.) Since that Oliiheroe case I 
bad a caso in my own parish of certain premises which 
had been continuously misconducted for a series of years, 
anil on tho ground of a continuous series of offences and 
tho bad conduct of tho house I succeeded in preventing 
a transfer to that house, and it is now closed. That is 
since the Clitheroo ease ; and it was on the ground of 
the bad character continuously and year after year 
attaching to the house— one of the moat mischievous in 
Dublin — that I succeeded in having the transfer refused 
and the house closed ?— I think any contention that the 
Cork brewers mny have made cannot possibly militate 
against such a case ns you have mentioned. 

04,7-r.G. Your object is to linvo the law changed so ns 
to recognise the property as being vested in the house, 
apart from tho individual licensee f — Yes ; but it should 
bo a well-conducted house. We do not pretend that a 
house should remain constantly licensed for ever, what- 
ever the mode of conduct of that house may be. We 
uevor contended that for a moment. 

64,767. Still it is a fixity of tenure that you want to 
be attached to the house itslf apart from the license ? — 
Yes. Well, at present the chaos is so complete that it 
is extremely difficult for anyone to know how to meet 
the requirements of the law, and at the same time to 
curry ou their business. 

64.758. You propose to remedy that chaos by malting 
confusion worse confounded? — That remains for the 
legislature to Bay. 

The charge 64,759. (Mv. Waller.) I suppose great indignation was 
iigair.st experienced and expressed at the statement ramie by 
me Cork thut Cntholio priest, that the brewers had appointed an 
brewers. agent to bribe any magistrate with this amount of 
money P — Very naturally. 

64.760. They all most distinctly repudiate it P — Each 
individual has requested me absolutely to deny it. 
They have no knowledge whatever of such a thing, 
'-oodwitl. 64,761. In your first remark you said that goodwill 
was not recognised by you ? — It is not recognised by 
some, of the brewing firms, and it is recognised ]>y 
ethers. 


64,762. You say that a premium varying from 60Z. to r 
COO/, is paid for the goodwill of yearly and shorter pp 
tenancies ? — Yes, that is the case ; although all the J}w\ 

brewers discountenance the admission of goodwill, the _ 

tenants will give these snms. An incoming tenant will 
occasionally give these sums to the outgoing man. 

04,703. Of course the value of a license is in propor- 
tion to the energy and industry of tho holder? — The 
vulue of the license to the brewer certainly is, bub it 
must be subject to his house being well conducted. 

<>4,764. Then he gives a large sum of money for a 
very short holding, with a very limited prospect of 
success, you say less than twelve months? — In most 
cases it is less than 12 months. 

64,765. His Lordship suggested that a teuant was Brewer 
punished by the brewer and not by tko law. Do I audit™ 
understaud this, that tho law in Ireland is the »iune as lenauis. 
in England, that if an occupior offends he is brought 
before tbe magistrate? — He is brought before the 
magistrate, and if the offence bo sufficient it is recorded 
on his lioense. 

64,706. Will you kindly answer my question: is ho 
punished, if lound guilty, by the magistrate ? — I do not 
quite understand what you menu by the word “pun- 
ished.” Do you menu is ho put in tho dock or in 
jail? 

64,767. An occupier, or licensee, offends the law by 
serving drunken people. He is summoned by the 
magistrate for committing that offence. If found guilty 
he is punished by the magistrate, is he not? — Certainly. 

64.7G8. And fined ? — And fined. 

64.769. And then it comes to the notice of the 
brewer ? — Quite so. 

67.770. And then the brewer gives him notice to qnit? 

— If he thinks that is an intentional thing. 

64.771. But the law first takes cognizance of the 
offence ?— Of course it does. 

64.772. Of course, these intricate arrangements that 
you have alluded to are forced upon you by custom, 
anil are tbe only way you have of defending yourselves 
against loss of any kind whatever ? — Precisely. 

64,778. They are not such as you would desire if yon 
hod a free hand ? — Certainly not. It xuust he borne in 
mind that this custom of tying lionses in tho city of 
Cork is a very old custom. 

64,774. The custom is not one that moots with tho 
entire approval even of tho hrowor himself? — Not iu 
the way in which tho brewer is compelled to carry 
it out. 

64,776. A good deal of evidence has been given hero 
that the licensed victualler of Ireland, Hay in Cork in 
particular, refuses to supply food : is that ho ? — Of my 
own knowledge, I could not answer that. 

64.776. Are you prepared to express au opinion 
whether there is any demand for food? — No, I do not 
know about that. I could not toll yon. 

64.777. (Mr. Roberta.) Are you able to say anything 
as to the feeling of tho city of Cork, in regard to the 
Irish Intoxicating Liquor Bill now before Parliament ? — 

No. I should say myself that the feeling was against 
it, but I could not undertake to say. 

64.778. You have given very strong evidence in regard 
to the brewers not in any way bringing iutlneuce to bear 
upon tho magistrates. Would you make thu same state- 
ment in regard to the inllucuco of the publicans? — No. 

Not being a publican myself, I could uot undertake to 
say that. I should say that very likely the publicans, 
where they required it, iliil their utmost to influence the 
magistrates. I should think that is human nature. 

64.779. Evidence lias been given here in regard to tho 
resolution passed by the Town Council of Cork against 
the Bill that I refer to. Have you any knowledge of 
that P — I only know that they did puss that resolution. 

I am not myself a member of tho Cork Town Council. 

64.780. You me uot aware of the circumstances under 
which that resolution was passed? — No, 1 am not. I 
understood that the Mayor of Cork was about to give 
evidence here. I do not know whether ho is. 

64.781. You are not then awaro that of tho 23 town 
councillors who voted against the Bill in that resolution 
13 were cither publicans or interested in tho liquor 
trade ? I do not wish to press you with these questions ? 

— I really could uot answer them. I rcully do not 
know. 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 

Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 


itlNUTKS OP EViDKNCEi. 


AU 


L'nalnin 64,782. You iiave said that it is your opinion that 
L / ]'. tliore are too many public-houses in the city of (Dork. 
gftmit/t. Did I rightly gather that P— Quite so. 

• — 7 , 64.783. What would you say in reference to the result 

Eiccsavc 0 f tknfc fact. We hnve bad a considerable amount of 
»“ Blber . 0 ' evidence given here by police authorities and others as 
regards the city of Cork that there is a great deal of 
touiW' drunkenness arisiug from that fact. What is your 
opinion about that? — I think that the result is more 
serious to the unfortunate struggling holders of these 
licenses, where the house has an exceedingly small trade, 
than it is to the public interest, because these men have 
not got the means of making more than an extremely 
precarious livelihood. In the case of some of theso 
holders of licenses in Cork their sales are so extremely 
small that their livelihood must be an extremely pre- 
carious one. 

64, 781. And they are, in your opinion, led in that way 
to push their trade ? — An I told yon before, not 
being a publican myself, I could not answer that 
question. 

0 1,785. I have before me an extract from what was 
said by the Recorder of Cork in reference to this matter, 
in which lie says, addressing a jury in 1894 : “This sod 
“ list oi' offences, us I hnve said, is exceptional. When 
“ I looked through the calendar it at first occurred to 
“ me that that great and steady increase of crime might 
“ possibly be due to want of employment in the com- 
“ munity. I have carefully gone through the enses to 
“ Bee if I can so account for it, but I cannot. On the 
“ contrary of the cases to be disposed of seven-tenths 
“ are the result of dru nk enness. This is a serious state 
“ of affairs in this city.” I suppose you generally 
would not deny the truth of that opinion ? — I nave not 
gone into the statistics of drank enuess myself, and I 
must leave that to others who have done so with much 
greater care. I should not venture ou an opinion. 

Clitheroo’s 114,786. (Mr. Caine.) In the matter of the Clitheroe 
cue and case, you seem very familiar with it, and no doubt you 
property in have read the summing up of the different judges in the 
a license, ease P — I have not. We only know that it is a case 
which appears to have had very great influence on the 
licensing authorities in Ireland in general terms, but 
not beiug a technical lawyer myself I have not gone 
into the particulars of the case at all. 

04', 787. Will you allow me to inform you of one or 
two very simplo statements made by the judges in 
giving tiiu decision. Lord Justice Bony, one of the 
judges who decided the Olitlioroe case, said “ ho entirely 
“ disclaimed that ho, for one, in Clithcroe’a case ever 
" decided directly or indirectly that a license obtained 
“ to privilege the sale of liquors in a public-house 
“ would properly be described as property. Although 
“ one or two of the judges had used the word ' property ' 

“ he did not understand any of them to say that a 
" property in tho license was created. He would have 
“ dissented had it been stated, because he did not 
“ think there was any property whatever in the license." 
Do yon agree with Lord Justice Barry in that expression 
of opinion ? — Not being a lawyer, and the state of the 
law as regards Irish licensing being utter chaos in my 
opinion, I cannot state to you what my opinion as to 
the Irish law really is. 

64.788. It is not a chaotic statement, it is a very 
simple one, and you aro quite capable of understanding 
it, I am sure, from the clear evidence you have given to 
us to-day P— Judge Miller recognised that there was a 
property in a license in JEc O’Brien. We also have it 
that Chief Justice May, in giving his judgment, said : 
" Existing vested interests should not be extinguished 
“ even with a legitimate object without compensation.” 
Li giving judgment, Lord Justice Barry said that he 
did not think there was any property hi a license, 
though ho admitted that eome of the judges, in giving 
judgment in Clitheroe's case, did apply the word 
“ property ” to a license. 

64.789. But then he goes on to use the sentences that 
I quoted, which are very important indeed P — They 

04.790. And very clear, and very distinct ?— Certainly ; 
but notwithstanding that, I think you had it in evidence 
from a gentleman who preceded me, who, I think, 
represented the Dublin vintners, that the decision in 
the Clitheroe case had made a very practical difference 
in the manner in which the Recorder of Dublin dealt 
with licenses. 

64.791. In the case of O'Brien v. Tho Justices of 
Tipperary, which was heard before Chief Justice Morns 


and Justices Ball, Doasy, oiid FitzQLbboii, all those Captaiii 
judges— I am now giving their very words— expressed ft. P. 

their opinion that Clitheroe's case ought not to be Btanish. 

extended, and that they “ought not to go further in 

“ interfering with tho vory beneficial jurisdiction of -f May '98 

" tbo magistrates in restricting the existing number of 

“ public-houses on the occasion of application for 
“ licenses. ” Do you agree with the legal opinion thus 
expressed by those distinguished judges, or are you still 
not a lawyer ? — I am still not a lawyer. 

64.792. You lay down the doctrine, which is often The man 
quoted with regard to a public-house, that that man may may sin, 
sin, bnt the house cannot. Is not the house really the bat the 
brewer? — When I say tho house cannot sin, I mean house 
that, judging by the ordinary rules of human nature, a cannot - 
man will not go diametrically contrary to his own 
interests. It is not the brewer’s interest if he has a 

large sum of money invested to run that into ruin. 

64.793. If a man lias a public-lionse in u troublesome 
district, a district which is inhabited largely by prostitutes 
and bad characters, he has to make his living out of the 
customers he can got; do not you think that greater 
responsibility rests upon the brewer who draws the 
balk of tho profits from the sale of drink under such 
circumstances, than rests upon his servant, or even upon 
his licensee, whom he puts in as a monthly or three 
monthly tenant, as you described just now? Do not 
you think that some moral responsibility ought to rest 
upon the brower, who is practically the house, if the 
house sins ? — I think that that moral responsibility is 
felt by the brewers. That is my experience ; but it 
may not be so in all cases. 

64.794. You seem to have a considerable knowledge of 
human nature. It is human nature sometimes to feel 
responsibility, and not to live up to it ? — Yes. that may 
very easily be. That is a question to which l eully I 
do not thmk I should be called upon to answer yes or 
no. My own idea is that it would be better for public 
policy that the conduct of the house should be mere 
thrown on the brower. 

64.795. That is just what I wanted to get oat P— That 
is my idea. 

64.796. I am quite content with that answer. You Excessive 
made nse of an expression which rather impressed me. number of 
You oxpressed your opinion that the number of licenses licensed 
in Ireland is undoubtedly too large P — I did not say in houses in 
Ireland, I said in Cork. I do not know all about C° rlt - 
Ireland. 

64.797. Why is the number too large P — Because I 
think that there are a number of very small impoverished 
houses that it is not good should continue to exist ; 
men with vory small sales indeed, and who are them- 
selves so impecunious that they are very difficult indeed 
to manage. 

64. 798. The houses are very difficult to manage P — 

Well, the man — the occupier of the house— is. 

64.799. And you think they tend to a considerable 
amount of drunkenness ? — That, I cannot tell you. 

64.800. Why do you object to these small houses P— 

I object to a man being placed in the way of tempta- 
tion to do anything that should tend towards illicit 
action, by liis beiug so exceedingly poor. 

64.801. And you think it does tend to fflicit action P 
—I think human nature naturally would tend in that 
direction. I do not myself know of my own personal 
knowledge that such is the fact, but, reasoning from 
analogy, I should certainly think so. 

64.802. Is it not rather the tendenoy of monopolies 
of brewers to crush out theso smaller houses P Why is 
beer or whisky which is sold in a small house any more 
deleterious than when sold in a big house ? — Of oouvse 
it is not more deleterious in one house than it is in 
another, I am speaking of the class of men who 
inhabit these impoverished houses. 

64.803. He only sells all the whisky and beer he con, 
the same ns you do ? — That is perfectly right. When 
you do things upon a larger scale you ore able to do 
them a great deal better than when you do them upon 
a very small Beale, and that is human nature. 

64.804. As a matter of business, clearly P — And you 
are more likely to be a responsible person. 

64.805. You think it is possible that in Cork there 
' are a certain number of liquor shops which are danger- 
ous to the community, and ought to be suppressed P — 


No, I do not by any means go so far os to say that. 
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64 806. Wliat would you do with this large number ? there would be less difficulty about it than there is at Cmini 

That we must leave in tho bauds of the legislature, the present?— Far less, provided that the details could gp 

It is not for us to suggest be carried out . satisfactorily ; that is, that the house Becniik. 


„ , ,, . . ... n „ v should remain licensed, but that, as I understand it, the 

64,807. Yo’i are ' Gie r , ’• , Z liceusing authority should have the power of depriving 

inggestions to make . —If they wdl “ h ? f the person of his License to soli iu case his conduct were 


Ireland, that is the point that we press for. 


aSSSTSSJ’Z 

ottos Oil the bench ? Certainly h Olivers ore £ lt h ite i»Meaa P— Ceitoihlv not. 


’ - — 64,326. And to that extent the owner of a public-house 


my goodness, no, not in my opinion. 


64,810. A ’teetotaler i. .imply a pebam wh«e habit •» “» *“■ “ 10 •P^ “ *" ™orthy ! 


of life is not to drink ? — A mnn may do what ho likes ns 
regards his own personal habit of life, but if he wonts 


64,827. {Mr. Biuion.) I understand you to say that Penalty^ 


to force his opinions upon the community at large, that tho tenant who loses a lieenso is subject to a money loss of 


penalty as well ns to the loss of his position under nn license by 


64.811. But the teetotaler to. not want to force hi* agreement wlU. the owner of the Imuaop-The agree- itetmh. 


opinions ?— A brewer is supposed to force tho sale of 
beer on the community. Tho man who advocates total 


abstinence is anxious to prevent anyone drinking be 


meut with the owner of tbe house ns regards the license 
is that in case the conduct of the Lcuiurt were such that 
he were deprived of the license, and the liceuse de- 


anything but water. 

G9.812. Not at all ? — Well, any alcoholic drink. 


stroyed or broken so that there could be no further 
assignment of it to anyone olso, he or his sureties would 
make good to the brewer through whom he obtained 


04,818. Can you point to any proposal for legislation that license the value of the license in a specified sum. 
that 'has ever been brought before Parliament iu your That acts as a deterrent on the tenant from evil courser 


time which indicates anything of the kind ? — Do yon or conducting his house badly. 

mean the exclusion of total abstinence advocates from 01,828. That is a stipulation primarily in the interest 
the bench ? of the brewer, or whoever may be the owners ? — Abso- 

64,814. No. You say you wish to exclude men who lutely, because the house would be comparatively 
are total abstainers from the bench F — Not total speaking valueless to the brewer if it were deprived of 
abstainers ; very strong advocates of the total abstinence its license. 

cause I wish to be excluded from the bench, in the same 64,829. Incidentally is it not the fact that it is in the 


cause i wisn lu ub ewauueu 64,829. Incidentally is it not the f 
way that those who are interested in the sale of hqnor pub]ic inteJ:est m p_Greutly so. 
are now excluded. ... v . _ , , ■ ... 


.... . , . 64,830. (ifr. Young.) I think tho questions are pretty tv 

64,815. Would you exclude a medical man who de- much exhausted, but I want to hnow yonr view with licensin' 
livered lectures advocating tbe use of alcohol for dietetio mgM . a a licensing authority. Would you bo content autbonfr. 
purposes . — That is a point I have never considered. simply with tho recorder in boronghs, and tho county 


jiveren lectures auvouumg tuo oi iiauuw iui luebobiu regard to a licensing authority. Would you bo content authority, 
purposes . — That is a point I have never considered. simply with tho recorder in boronghs, and tho county 
64,816. If yon have these strong opinions as to the court judge iu counties, without having ossocinted with 
exclusion of teetotalers, surely you should consider them local magistrates P — So far os I can gather tho 
wliat they involve on the other side ; you must be fair views of those for whom I appear, they would he content 
all round ? — I should wish to he fair all round, so far as with the same licensing authority, if provision were made 
human nature will permit a mnn who is strongly to prevent magistrates from voting ont of their own 
interested on one side of the subject to be so. But Petty Sessions districts. Tho county of Cork in which 
when wo have men in my own neighborhood who I live is n very lingo one ; it is tho Yorkshire of Ireland, 
have endeavoured to fill the bench with teetotal In certnin cases magistrates have been known to travel 
magistrates for the purpose of rejecting every license from one extreme part of tho country to another to voto 
that comes before them, and every renewal of a license at licensing sessions, oitlior for or agaiu.-t the renewal 
that they can positively get rid of, I say that such men or tlio granting of new licenses. I think llmt is a very 


ns those are so strongly biassed that they ought to bo great abuse, and that the local magistrates, the men 
excluded from tho bench, just as much ns a brewer. n.« -e — i — 


64,817. That is clearly a roprcbensible action if any- 
body packs the bonch for a distinct purpose, I should district, 
condemn it whether it was packed for temperance or 


who attend tlie petty sessions of any particular district, 
ore the best judges of the requirements of their own 


64,831. To satisfy the public miud, and not to put 
for other purposes, but you are proposing a very too much power into one mini’s hand, would it be 
sweeping change in the law. If your recommendation advisable to appoint yearly some three locnl magistrates 
means anytliingit is that yon think that this Commission to sit with the recorder or the county court judge ?— It 


ought to recommend to Parliament that total abstainers might be a very good plan, but I think tho Recorder of 
should be disqualified from sitting on the bench ? — Cork is perfectly satisfactory ns a licensing authority in 
Not total abstainers. Let a man be what he likes him- the city of Cork. I was speaking just now of the 


01 vSrft «.«»• wi “* ”WwI to thi» 6!. bribe, do got yon Thdor 

excluded ban tbe bench no tbe tamer or the dietdlor think there ie n link wnntine ; „o l«,ve neither the nine ad* 


ho makes it. of the brewer, nor the name of the house agent, nor tho tbe Cork 

64,818. {Mr. Younger.) I suppose your point really name of the house?— No, I presume the evidence I have brewers, 
is this, that you object to placing this licensing power in given to-day will elioit that. Wo shall find ont then 
the hands of people who are very extreme, and who have who it is. 

declared themselves publidy to have very extreme views 64,833. The brewers of Cork are a very intelligent 


on this question ?— Quite so. people . do uot you ^ink it’ would be' a very' olnmsy 

64.819. And you consider them unfit to judge, way of bribing to send a man out to do it ? I should 

exactly as you would object to a judge who had very say absolutely idiotic. I cannot conceive a brewer 
strong opinions on the vnccinntion laws sitting upon doing such a thing. 

cases which were brought before him for the purpose of a , QQ , n _ . .. , , , , . 

enforcing those laws P-Precisely. . Pr*md tome it would bo a very clumsy way of 

. . * T n at ii - doing it ? — I should say extremely so. 

64.820. That is yonr principle, I suppose ? — Nothing 


64,834. Primdjacin it would bo a very clumsy way of 
doing it ? — I should say extremely so. 


ore * 64,835. Might I ask you ore the houses in Cork 


64, SO. We miner gatner ttom your evidence mat you in Cork nl . 0 wll j t w0 call li(J(1 hoUH '" ihem 

favour the prinoip e of dual hcoirne ?-I scarcely clearly nre owned b tlle bra wbo both house and 

understand wliat the meornng of the dual license is. license, and m othar cases AV w™ ,“i’ “ , nnn - T 


understand wliat me meaning ot me dual uceuse is. license, and in other cases they have mWod money 
64,822. A license attaching to the owner, and a license on the houses. The grent majority of tlio houses iu 
attaching to the occupier nf a house P — I think it would Cork are tied houses in one form or another. The tio 


attaching to the occupier of a house ? — I think it would Cork are tied houses in one form or another. The tio 
be on excellent plan, subject to the details being able to is a very old thing ; it has been in existence over 100 
be worked out. years. 


64,823. Whatever interest either had in the license 64,836. Why I refer particularly to it is that it is 
would be represented by tho particular certificate, and almost peculiar to Cork iu Ireland. Tied houses are 
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Captain scarcely kuown iu any other place in Ireland P— So I 
H. p. sun told. 

g ,amis h. 64, 837 . With regard to the tied houses, the houses are 

entirely the brewers ; or do you find out a man wanting 
Tied money, and do you lend him money, smd in those coses 
houics. ore they tied, or are they absolutely the property of the 
brewers with a mauoger placed there?— We have no 
managers, practically. There is only one coso of a 
manager, and that man was tried as an experiment by 
one firm of brewers, and it is not said that they will go 
on with it. They are tenants on short terms in the 
case where the brewer owns the house. In other cases 
the brewer lends a stun of money on mortgage, and in 
that manner ties the house. 

64.838. May I ask is the licensee the servant of the 
brewer ? — How can he be the servant ? If he repays 

k liis mortgage the brewer censes to have any control over 

him whatever. 

64.839. He is so far a servant that if he does not buy 
his beer of him be has to leave the place ? — If he does 
not buy his beer from the brewer, certainly, if he 
is selling in the brewer’s house. 

64.840. In your answer to a question put by his 
Lordship yon said it was quite possible that there 
might bo a great monopoly by a brewer buying up tlio 
whole of the houses in a place P — In a particular 
district. 

64.841 . Do you suppose that that is probable P — Such 
things might be. I cannot really tell you as to the 
probabilities and improbabilities. His Lordship asked 
me a question, and I had to give him the answer, “ it is 
possible.” 

64.842. With regard to the article supplied in your 
tied houses, I suppose the competition regulates the 
value given absolutely, and there is no danger of 
inferior beer boing supplied to a tied house, is there ? — 
None whatever. 

ij. 64,848. Because it would not be your interest to do 

so ? — Certainly not. 

64,844. Are they as well conducted houses as the free 
houses ? — My idea is that they are better, because there 
is more control over them. 

Property in 64,845. With regard to property in a license. That 
a license, being peculiar to Ireland, I want to make it clear what 
the position of the Irish people is. At any time was 
there any doubt as regards the property in licenses in 


Ireland — at any time iu your recollection, cr in your Captain 
historical knowledge? — It was always assumed that It. P. 
practically the license was the property of the man who Beamish. 

E nrchased it, that is who paid down money to tire 

censee for the license, and it was so dealt with by one 24 May '08 

^Recorder of Cork after another. He dealt with tlio 

license as being the property of the man who purchased 
it. I mean, if yon put it in another form, who advanced 
money on it. 

64,846. Was there any doubt on the part of the people 
of Ireland as to whether they did or did not possess 
property in their license P — I cannot answer for the whole 
of the people of Ireland ; I can only answer for the in- 
habitants of the city of Cork, and it was always deemed 
by the inhabitants of tbe city of Cork that a license was 
an article which was capable of being sold, and so it was 
treated. 

64,847. Am I right in saying that in the year 1791 one 
of your brewers had this matter tested?— I have the 
deed in my possession here if you wish to see it. It is 
between Daniel Lane, of the city of Cork, brewer, of the 
one part, and Edward Haines and William Haines, both 
of the city of Cork, merchants, of tlio other part. This 
was dated the 16th September 1791. It is a deed tying 
the house. 

64,848. Do you know if there he any statutes directly 
opposed to the frequent decisions of the Irish oonrts 
which have determined the property in a license ? — I 
would rather that you naked that question of a lawyer. 

I am not a lawyer. I really cannot tell you in the 
present chaotic condition of the licensing laws in 
Ireland, the letter of the law being one thing, and the 
nearly universal practice being another. I cannot answer 
you. I cannot say “ Yes ” or *' No ” to such a question. 

64,849. I suppose you agree with me that custom 
regulates decisions 3 — -Locally, of course. 

64,850. And these decisions become the understood 
law of the country ? — Locally it is so, certainly. 

64,851. I think, practically, the majority of the judges 
were always of the opinion (I except Judge Barry and, 
perhaps, one or two others), but the decision of the 
judges from time to time was that the licenses were the 
property of the licensee ? — I have more personal 
cognizance of the notions from time to time of the 
licensing authority in the city of Cork. The Recorder 
of Cork, and certainly one recorder after another, has 
practically acted as if there was a property in a license. 


The witness withdrew. 


Mr. Dbkis Donovan oelled in and examined. 


Ur.D. 

Donovan. 

Position of 


64.852. (Chairman.) You are, I think, the Secretary 64.861. You speak for tho East Riding of the county Mr. D. 

of tlio Cork Licensed Vintners' Trade Protection of Cork? — Yes, that is the portion of the county Donn.nn 
Association P — Yes. surrounding Cork. 

64.853. There is no such thing ns a licensed victualler 64,862. What is the state of drunkenness in tho Eart 

iu Ireland, is there ?— I have never heard of it. The Riding of Cork, coming down nearer than 1882, if you 
t.f>nn 1 b generally licensed vintner. have the figures F— I have been able to see tho return 

.. ... „ . , i,™ aoS n v. of the number of arrests for the half year preceding tho 

64.854. How long has your association been estab- operatioil of the SnuiIoy dosing Act in the East Riding. 

It has not been very easy to get the returns for the 
other years previous to the operation of the Act. But 
for this half year that I mention tho number was 204, 

i might say 408 for the whole year. I have been 


lished P— About 26 years. 

64,855. Who is the clinirmnn of your association P— 
He is Alderman Horgan, who was Mayor of Cork for tho 
years 1890, 1891, and 1892. 


64,856. Yon must have a very extensive knowledge able to strike an average for 14 years subsequent, to the 


Sunday 

dosmgu 


of Cork and all its circumstances P— I have. 

64.857. As to the Sunday Closing Act of 1878, what 
lias been tho operation of that Act? Cork, of course, 
is exempted ?— Yes, Cork was exomptod in 187a 

64.858. The hours were restricted ?— The hours were 
restricted, from 9 in the evening to 7 in the evening. 

64.859. What effect upon the habits of the Cork 

nnnnln l,.,e vnetrint inn of twO llOUVS DrOduCOd ? 


operation of the Sunday Closing Act, that is, for the 
years 1883 to 1896 inclusive, and I find that the average 
for the 14 years was about 329. 

64.863. Do you admit that in Cork itself there has 
been a diminution of drunkenness ? — Generally speak- 
ing, there has been. I mean for the seven days of the 
week, taking it all round, there has been a diminution. 

64.864. If there has been a diminution, liow can you 


people has that- reetriotion of two hours produced ? fcixab it has not been in some measure owing to "the 

I have just made an analysis of the lists of anresto lor restriction of hours, or do you maintain that the res trie- 


i juiju — ,. ., resincuuu U1 uuura, ux uu ywu uuuuwuu ram wio rairu;. 

four yonrs preceding and for four years succeeding tne tion of hours lias had nothing to do with the dirninn- 
operation of the Act of 1878, and fand that for the four y on p — j <jo no t think it lias had anything to do with it. 


I think it is more or loss the change of habits of the 
people. I do not think you can trace it in any way to 
restrictive legislation. 

64,865. That is your opinion ? — Yea, I think so. 


years preceding, 1874, 1875, 1876, and 1877, the average 
number of arrests per year was 373 ; and m the four 
years subsequent to Sunday closing, that is, 1879, 1880. 

1881, and 18S2, the average number was 413 per 
annum. 

64,860. 1882 is a considerable time ago. What is 
the state of arrests for drunkenness since 1882 P — I 
think tho average since has been slightly reduoed ; it is 
reduced, at all events, to less than 413. 

R r 2 
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84,866. Is that the opinion of any other persons who 
have publicly expressed their opinion in Cork? — Well, 
no, not exactly iu that particular, bnt I have the opinion 
here of two judges who opened the assizes last year, 
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Mr. D. and they congratulated the city on the diminution of 
Donovan, drunkenness. 

..rr,,. 64,867. Who were the judges who did that?— One 

y was Chief Baron Pallas. 

64.868. Have you got his words ?— I have. 

64.869. What wore they? I ask you because you 
state it here, but it docs not refer to drunkenness. He 
congratulates die city, that is all?— It does not exactly 
apply to drunkenness ; it applies more or less to tho 
state of the city. 

64.870. To the state of crime ? — Yes. 

64.871. Can you refer to the judge who did specifically 
refer to the state of drunkenness ? — Yes, Judge O'Brien. 

I have his words. 

64.872. Wub that lately ?— Yes. 

Causes of 64.873. In what month ?— On December 1st. 1897, in 
the dimi- opening the winter assizes, he sold: “There is. with 
nution of “ certain exceptions, a very largo increase in intoxica- 
drunken- “ tion applying to nlmost the whole wiuter assize 
ness. “ counties, with exceptions, some of which I cannot 

“ easily understand, and yon may be pleased to know 
“ that one of those exceptions is the city of Cork.” 

64.874. My difficulty, which arises on hearing that 
evidenco, is that the judge congratulates the city, and 
you yourself testify to tho diminution of drunkenuoss 
in Cork, and yet in Cork wc have hnd the restriction of 
hours ; I want to know why you do not give any credit 
to the restriction of hours ns having produced a diminu- 
tion of drunkenness ■'—Taking the number of arrests for 
the years immediately preceding and succeeding, there 
has at all events been no immediate result of the 
restriction. 

64.875. The years succeeding do not come down 
beyond 1882 ?— No. Comparing a previous period and a 
corresponding succeeding period there has beau no 
diminution, at all eventB, of the number of arrests. 

64,870. Down to the present day?— Oh. no, I am only 
speaking of the two corresponding periods. 

64.877. It is long ago. 1882 was. after all, a very 
short time after the passing of the Aot ? — There has 
been a diminution of Sunday drunkenness down to n 
later date, a slight diminution from what it was prior to 
the Act of 1878. 

64.878. You would expect that, would not you ? — I 
may qualify my remark : there has also been 'a slight 
diminution of population from the year 1877 down to tho 
your 1896. 

64.879. So that tho diminution of drunkenness which 
yon attribute to general moral causes lias not quite kept 
pace with the diminution of tho population ? Is that 
the right way to state it ? — I think there has been a 
diminution, even taking into account the diminution in 
the population. There has been a diminution from 
1877 down to 1896, but I think it is more due to a change 
of habits and tastes, than to anything else. 

64.880. Yon attribute it to some general change of 
moral habits operating upon the people, and not to any 
restrictive legislation?— Yes. 

Club*. 64,881. Have the dubs increased P — They have, since 

tho Act of 1878 eamo into operation. 

64.882. We will hear what you have to Bay, certainly, 

, but I think we have had a great deal about the dubs In 

Cork. There were seven, I think ?— Yes. 

64.883. Do you consider that those clubs have sprung 
up in oonsequence of restrictive legislation ? — I think 
they have, becauso the people who supported those 
clubs wore, I am informed, persons who used to frequent 
public-houses between 7 and 9 o’clock prior to tho 
operation of the Act of 1878. 

64.884. Do you think it is bettor that they should 
resort to tho public-houses than to clubs P — Of course 
in the clubs they are unlimited as to hours, and that is 
a great fault in them. 

64.885. Are those seven clubs all drinking clubs ? — 
Yes. 

64.886. That is to say, they are all clubs where in- 
toxicating liquors are used ?— Yes. Intoxicating liquors 
are sold in all of them. 

64.887. (Dean Dickinson.) There are no temperance 
clubs ? — I do not think there is a temperance club in 
Cork. 

64.888. (Ohairnum.) 1 did aot mean to say drinking 
clubs in the invidione sense that they only resort there 


for drinking, but drink is sold to the members ?— Yes, 
in the seven clubs that I mentioned. ' "• 

64.889. When do they close those clubs? — Some of —l 0 " 

them are unlimited as to hours. I do not know that 

any of them have any special limitation of time. 

64.890. In their club rules, is there no hour, as in 
London clubs, at which they are to close ?— They do 
strike an average, I think, but I do not know that they 
always act up to it. 

64.891. Do you mean they remain there all night?— 

Not all night exactly. They mny remain there I think 
as long ns they like. 

64.892. Am I to understand yon that they close at au 
hour when the servants of the club find that they can 
get rid of the customers of tho club P — I think that is 

64.893. Do they ever, to yonr knowledgo, sell off tho 
premises P — There have been n few ins-ranccs of such a 
tiring, but I do not think it is a very general abuse. 

64,891. The point of your evidence and opinion is, ns Shebeens. 
I gather, that you think that restriction Inis given rise to 
an increase in clubs, in club drinking and in shobeens. 

Would that be correct P — Yes, it is. 

64.895. Are there many shebeens in tho city of Cork ; 
there are not in the city, I suppose P — Not very many 
shobeens iu the city. There has been no great inevease 
in them, I think. 

64.896. In the East Biding of Cork there arc a good 
many I suppose ? — Yes, there nro a good many woll- 
kuown ones, particularly in the towns of the Eust 
Riding. 

64.897. Where whisky is illicitly made? — I do not 
think so. I do not think whisky is very generally 
illicitly made in any portion of Cork, either in tho Riding 
or in the city. 

64,S98. It is sold without a license ; that is the 
meaning of it ? — Yes. 

64.899. As to Saturday night closing ; a great number Early 
of witnesses have spoken very strongly as to tho de- Saturday 
suability of earlier Saturday closing, nud, in fact, they closing.' 
preferred earlier Saturday closing to any further re- 
striction ou Sunday ? —It might have been desirable in 
Cork, speaking of Cork city, at a time when it was 
customary to pay wages ou the Saturday nights, but 

that custom has more or less gone out of use. All tho 
principal firms of tho city now pay oil Fridays. Some 
of them pny on Thursdays. 

64.900. You would not argno from that that tho 
houses ought to be closed earlier on tho Thursday or 
the Friday? — No, I would not. Of conrso the argu- 
ments in favour of that are that the working man having 
his wages in his pocket might bo indueod to spend a 
large proportion of it in tbe pnblio-honsos on Saturday 
nights. 

64.901. If be had Iris wages in hiB pocket on Thursday 
or Friday night the temptation might bo the same, no 
matter what day of the week it was ? — It might. I do 
not know that there is any increase of dmnkennoss ou 
Thursday or Friday nights front what there nsod to 
be. 

64.902. So yon think that any restrictions would bo 
unwise in respect of earlier Saturday closing?— Yes, I 
think it would. 

64.903. At what hour arc tho wages paid on tho 
Thursday or Friday of which yon spoke iu Cork?— 
Generally between two and four in tbe afternoon, I 
think, on Fridays, and tho same an Thursdays. 

64.904. At wliat ltoru - world the shopping bo over in 
Cork on Saturday night P I supposo the people have 
pretty early habits in Cork, have they not ?— No, the 
meat markets do not close before 10 o'clock. Some of 
the diapers dose at 7, some at 8, some at 9, some at 10, 
and some at 11. 

64.905. Do you think it would bo air undue inter- 
ference with the habits of tho people if there was earlior 
Saturday closing ?— 1 think so. 

64. 906. Are yon able to speak . so far 1 ns yonr .experience Homo 
goes (it is a difficult think to ascertain, I snpposu), drinking, 
whether there is an increase of home drinking? — An 
increase for the past 20 years do yon moon P 

64.907. Yea? — I really do not know. 

64.908. I do not see how you oan know p — No, I oould 
give no opinion upon that, 
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jlr. D- 64,909. You think that home drinking would of course 
1 jjjort*- be n much greater evil than if the same amount of 
' — drink was consumed on licensed premises P — Yes, I 
think it would be. I am supported in that view by the 
evidence given by the present Bishop of Waterford 
before the Select Committee of 1888. Dr. Sheehan was 
at tlint time Canon Sheehan, he was a parish priest in 
Cork City. It is question 7616 : on being asked if homo 
drinking increased, would it not be n great evil, he said: 
•• Unquestionably. (Q.) And it would greatly retard you 
“ in the performance of your duties? — [A.) Yes. 
“ (©-) Would not that be a worse evil than the one you 
“ seek to grapple with ?— (A.) I should say that if half “the 
“ people brought home drink and took it at home, who 
“ now take it in the public-house, I would not put one 
“ foot beyond another to dose the public-houses.” 
64,910. Is it not too strong a statement to say that if 
ou equal quantity is consumed it is worse for the people 
if they consume it at home than if they consume it in 
n public-house. It depends on the quantity. There is 
no reason why a man should not consume a moderate 
quantity, and if he consume a moderate quantity it 
would do him no more hurt in his house than if he 
drank it in the pnblin-honse ? — It is not exnctly the harm 
it would do the man himself. 


64.911. It is the example to his children ? — It is the 
example he would show to the people surrounding him. 

64.912. We all of us drink at home to a certain extent, 
do not we ? — Yes. 


64,918. You think if drinking is driven inwards into 
the house it will be worse for the family P — Yes. 


“ closing of licensed houses, and the placing on them of Mr. 1). 

“ restrictions which arc unnecessary and uncalled for, Doncwan. 

“ we earnestly urge ou all Irish members to oppose the 

“ passing of this measure into law.” 24 May '98 

04,922. Have you anything to say on the subject of „ ~ 

whioh we have beard a great deal, the sale by publicans \ ® rn JJ“ H, 8 
to persons already in a state of drink ? — I think before n ^ KeB ' 
a publican should be punished under the section of the 
Act of Parliament which regulates that mntter, it should 
bo established that the publican had known, at the time 
of snch sale, that the person was under the influence of 
drink. 


64,923. You agree, therefore, with those who think 
Unit the word “ knowingly ” ought to be inserted ? — Yes, 
I do. 


64,924. Have yon many habitual drunkards in Cork Habitual 
Oity ? — Not a great number I think, as compared with drunkards, 
othei places. 

64,926. I suppose even in a city of the size of Cork 
those would be pretty well known? — Yes, they moke 
themselves troublesome at times. They make themselves 
very troublesome to the publicans. 


64,914. We have had evidence of a very strong 
•orkuig character, I may say, nbout the general expression of 
annul feeling in Deland as to the advisability of Sunday 

Nuday closing and of earlier Saturday closing, and of the way 

^S^ 0 - in which that would recommend itself to the general 
public and the working men in Ireland. Do you differ 
from that opinion P — I do. 

64,916. Do you know of any great mass meetings 
which the working men have organised against any 
projected further restriction on Sunday and ou 
Saturday ? — Yes, a meeting of the Cork United Trades 
and Labour Council was held in their hall on April 28th 
of this your, and the following resolution was unani- 
mously passed : '• That wo strongly protest against the 
'• Sale of Intoxicating Liquors (Deland) Bill, at present 
" before Parliament, and call upon our city and county 
members, as well ns other Irish representatives, to 
" oppose the passing of this measure into law.” 

64.916. Wlmt wore the provisions of that measure ? — 
The provisions were : Earlier closing on Saturday nights, 
closing at 9 o’clock ; total Sunday dosing in the 
exempted cities, and on increase of the three-mile 
bond fido traveller limit. 

64.917. As we are now on that point, the Cork United 
Trades and Labour Council protested against further 
restrictions on Saturday nnd Sunday ? —They did. If yon 
wish, I will quote you a passage from the speech of the 
proposer of the resolution. 

64.918. If you think it desirable. Was lie the ohair- 
mun of the meeting ?— No, he was the proposer of the 
resolution, a gentleman named Jones, a cabinet maker. 

64.919. Was ho an influential inhabitant ? — He is an 
influential working man ; ho is one of the leaders of the 
workers in tlio Oity. “ He challenged tho statement of 
“ Mr. Maurice Henly that only a small percentage of 
“ the workers of Ireland were opposed to tho measure 
“ now before Parliament. Mr. Henly might be speak- 
“ ing what he believed to be the truth, but if a ballot 
“ were baleen on the question to-morrow under the 
“ supervision, any, of Government inspectors, he 
“ would guarantee Mr. Henly and the rest of them, 

that at all events as far as Cork was concerned, 17 


64,926. As a matter of fact, I suppose they frequent 
the same houses ? — Well, I do not know that they do. 

64,027. Have thoy not got their favourite house? — I 
do not think they have their favonrite house. 

64,928. What was in my mind was, if they frequent a 
favonrite house the publican would know they were 
habitual drunkards, and might refuse to sorve them? — 
It does not always follow. He may not know them at 
times. 


64,929“. At all events you think ho should know before 
he can be punished ? — Yes, I think he should know that 
the person was the worse for drink at any rate. 

64.930. And tliatthe police should be in more friendly Dio police 
correspondence with the publicans in informing them and tbs 
when they see a drunken person enter their premises ? — publican. 
Yes. We had two cases in Cork of the following nature 

—I believe they have been quoted by Mr. Bergin in hie 
evidence — where the policeman saw drunken persons 
entering a lionse, ana waited for some time outside, 
until he thought that those persons would be supplied, 
and then he went in, nnd prosecuted the publican foT 
supplying these persons with liquor. 

64.931. Even in that case, tf the man showed unmis- 
takable Bigns of drunkenness the publican was clearly 
wrong in supplying him with drink ?— He dicl not show 
unmistakable signs of drink, according to the evidence 
that went before the conrt. He did not show those 


64,992. How did the constable know that the man 
was drunk ? — Jt very often happens that such people on 
entering the premises pull themselves together. 


64,933. Would he pnll himself together more in the 
presence of a constable than in the presence of tho 


publican ? — He was not exactly in the direct presence of 
the constable ; ho was under the constable’s eye. 


“ per cent, of tho working classes would be in favour 
“ of Sunday and Saturday night closing.'’ 


64.920. But what about the other numbers that ore 
required to make up the full percentage, what would 
be their view ?— I do not know. I tun only quoting his 
speech. 


64.934. Tho constable saw him go in ? — Yes. 

64.935. When the constable saw him go in, presum- 
ably be saw the constable ? — He might not have seen 
the constable. 

64.936. He might delude the constable as well as 
delude the publican, might he not P — I remember tho 
evidence of one of tho cases. The constable was about 
50 yards away from the house, and he saw this man, and 
he admitted that he waited outside for some time until 
he thought that the man would be served. 

64.937. We have heard that there are, contrary to tho -phe tieil- 
general rale in Ireland, n great number of tied houses house 
in Cork. Do you agree that the tied-house system is system, 
not productive of pnblio evil ? — I think, so for ns the 

public ore concerned, that they do not suffer at the hands 
of it. 

64.938. Who does eufferp— I do not know that anybody 
does. 


64,921. Coming to the municipality of Cork, what 
ifCo* action has the corporation taken ?— The following 
resolution against tho measure was passed by the Cork 
Corporation by 28 to 6 at their meeting on the “29th 
April. “ That inasmuch as the Sale of Intoxicating 
“ Liquors (Ireland) Bill, which is at, present before 
" Parliament, contains objectionable provisions for the 


64,989. I thought you meant to exclude somebody 
who did suffer. You think that neither the public nor 
the tenants suffer ? — I think not. 


64,940. As to the administration of justice, do you 
think the present licensing courts are good P — 1 think it 
is hard on the trade that in a great many instances 
charges against publicans are investigated before magis- 
trates who axe the open and avowed enemies of the 
Rr 3 
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Mr. D. trade, and who cannot bring to the investigation striot 
Donovan, impartiality. 

~ — 64,941. But yon must set that against the ease, which 

2 4 May 9 8 j 8up p 06e does unhappily occur, that the magistrates 
' me the open and avowed friends of the trade. You 
cannot have one statement on one side without balancing 
it with the statement on the otheT. Do yon know of 
any instances in which, while of course there may be 
people prejudiced against the trade, there are some, 
even of the class of magistrates, who are prejudiced in 
favour of tko trade ?— I do not know that any magis- 
Disqualifi- trate is so prejudiced. There might be a prejudice if 
cation of he had a pecuniary interest in the trade, but outside of 
justices, that I know of no other prejudice. 

64.942. Do you know mauy cases in which magistrates 
have that, so to speak, natural bias, from the circum- 
stance of being connected with the trade ? — You mean 
outside those who have pecuniary interest in the trade. 

64.943. Yes? — I know of no such instances. They 
have never shown it publicly, whereas the others hove 
done. 

64.944. Do you know no magistrates who are in any 
way connected with the trade ?— I know of none of tlioBe 
who show a bins in favour of the trade. 

64.945. I am not talking of the bias now, but who 
are connected with the trade? — Oh yes, there are very 
largo numbers of magistrates in Cork who are connected 
with the trade. 

64.946. Who have direct pecuniary interest in it ? — 
Yes ; in fact, I think more than half of them have. 

64.947. Do they act oa licensing questions P— They 
are disqualified. 

64.948. Do you maintain that while those people are 
disqualified, those who have the bias the other way are 
not disqualified ? — I maintain that while those who take 
a very active part in those organisations wliioh have for 
their object the suppression of all sale of liquor aro 
qualified to act on licensing cases, those who have the 
pecuniary interests should also bo qualified, as long as 
those who have a pecuniary interest are not interested 
in the particular application or case before them. 


64.954. Where does tlio discrepancy come in between it 

those and any authorised figures ?— Mr. Gambell, the h£ D ' 
county inspector, was examined before this Commission aor: ' 
and lie stated that for the year 1895, 1,516 men iuid 825 ’ 

women, total 2,341, as comparod with 3,548 quoted in 

the extract from the report of the Temperance Leagne 
were convicted ; and for tile year 1896, 1,452 men and' 

836 women, total 2,288, os compared with 4,228 in the 
report of the Irish Temperance League, were con- 
victed. 

64.955. Assuming, as I think we may assume, that it 
was not a wilful misrepresentation, upon what figures 
did the Cork branch base their estimate P As yon say, 
between those figures there is a very etrauge dig.’ 
crepanoy. How uid it arise ? — I do not know exactly 
how it arose. 

64.956. (Dean Dickinson.) Did Mr. Gnmbcll speak for 
the county P — He spoke for Cork City. 

64.957. Is he a county inspector ?— Ho is a county 
inspector for the East Riding. 

64.958. (Ofuurmm.) He gave them both separately p_ 

Yes ; I am giving the separate figures for the city. 

64.959. Are you giving the separate figures of the 
Cork branch as well as the separate figures given by 
Mr. Gambell ? — Yes ; the figures in both eases cover the 
same area. 

64.960. And there is that great discrepancy between 
them ?— There is. I should read another extract from a 
letter from Mr. Wilkinson, the Secretary of the Irish 
Temperance League. He wrote to the Cork papers on 
November 20, 1897, and he pointed out the amount of 
liquor that was consumed by each head in the city of 
Cork ; and he goes on to state what the result of it has 
been. He says : “ The result is, that 2,778 men and 
“ 1,432 women were brought before the magistrates for 
“ drunken offences during the Inst year. We all know 
“ that these 4,205 are only a few of the worst cases.” 

64.961. Taking as fair a view as no doubt yon are 
able to take, you cannot account for the discrepancy 
between the two statements ?— I cannot account for it. 

I do uot think they could be justified in making stick a 
statement as that. 


Statistics of 
drunken- 
ness and 
the Irish 
Temper- 

League. 


64.949. As compared with male drunkenness, do yon 
consider female drunkenness has increased, or has 
decreased, relatively to men P — For what space of time P 

64.950. 1 will take a period ns near to the present ns 
possible ; comparing it with a year ago, or a few yoars 
back ? — The figures show a slight increase in female 
drunkenness, I think. 


64,951. You wish to call attention, do you not, to 
some discrepancy between those figures which you quote 
and those quoted by the county inspector before this 
Commission P — Yes. As I am on the question of 
licensing justices I want to point out that certain 
justices adjudicated in licensing oases in Cork who were 
connected with tho Irish Temperanco League, and I 
want to show that the Irish Temperance Loaguc has for 
years been trying to mislead pnblio opinion in Cork as 
to the results of drunkonness. 


6-4,952. The statistics that the Irish Temperance 
League produced were, you think, inaccurate and mis- 
leading ? — Yes ; I think they were grossly misleading. 

I take the following extract from tne report of their 
Cork branch for the year ending September 30th. 1896, 
as it appeared in the Cork daily press. I am quoting 
now from tho “Cork Daily Herald”: “In October 
“ last, the committee invited a number of influential 

II citizens to join them, to wait upon the police autho- 
“ rities in order to lay their views before them re- 
“ garding tho breaches of the Licensing Acts that wore 
“ constantly taking place in the city and county. The 
“ police authorities received the deputation most cor- 
“ dially, and promised to do all in their power to see 
“ that the law was kept. The police court agent bus 
“ attoudod tho police court during the year, and the 
“ facts whioh he h os recorded ore of the most serious 
“ kind. The committee aro of opinion that these facts 
“ cannot be examined by any serious thoughtful person 
“ without producing feelings of sadness. The convic- 
“ tions are much larger this year than during the 
*• previous year, 3,5-18 being tho number, while for the 
“ present year the number reached is 4,228, showing an 
“ increase of 680.” 


64,953. Is this a statement by the Irish Temperance 
Leaguo ? — This is an extract from the report of their 
Cork branch for the year ending September 30, 1896. 


64.962. You do not know wlmt thoir justification was ? 

— No, I do not. 

64.963. You objected to a gentleman iboing on the 
bench who had a bias cither one way or tho other. Do 
you know of any notable case of a gentleman with a bins 
in one direction being on tlio bench ? — I do. In the 
year 1892, at tlio annual renewal sossions, there were 
two magistrates presided over by a resident magistrate 
on the bench. On this occasion there were no objections 
raised by the constabulary to tho renewal of any of the 
licenses. On the contrary, tho district inspector of 
police paid a very high tribute to the manner in which 
the publicans of the city had conducted their promises 
during the twelvo_ months. The justices wore about to 
grant certificates in all tho cases, when Mr. Bannister, 

J.P., came on tho bench. Mr. Bannister is u mombor of 
the committee of the Irish Temperance League, and 
a member of tho committee of tho Church of Ireland 
Temperance Association. 

64.964. You think anybody of such very pronounced 
opinions as were held by that gentleman should be 
excluded from the bench ? — Exactly. 

64.965. Have gentlemen of stioli pronounced opinions 
hod auy effect in reducing the number of licenses in 
Cork ? I think the number of licenses in Cork is pretty 
numerous, is it not? — -Not to any material extent, I 
think. 

64.966. You do not think there is an excessive number 
of licenses in Cork ?— I think there are enough ; at 
least, there are enough to satisfy the wants of the 
people. 

G4.967. All I meant was that nt nil events, though it 
may be very wrong for a person of very strong pro- 
nounced opinions to be ou the bench, there has been no 
miscarriage of justice so far as regards the number of 
licenses in Cork, and so far as there has been any test 
of the exercise of the administration of tlio law by the 
magistrates P — N o ; judging it by results, there has been 
no great decrease. 

64,968. As to the form of objection ns served by tho Vnp* . 
police on tho traders, do you consider thnt there is any 
complaint justly attached to that form P— The form of P®*® I 
the objection is the following: “Your house has uot objec j 
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“ been conducted in a peaceable and orderly manner 

during the year." I think that is very brief and 
somewhat vague, and scarcely specific enough. 

64.969. You think the police should state more 
specifically the particular mismanagement to which they 
object ? — Yes. 

04.970. If thoro is a complaint made, of course all 
the particulars and details come out before the court ? 
—Yes ; but I think that when the objection is first made 
the publican should know the nature of the objection, 
whether it is for permitting drunkenness or permitting 
gambling, or any other such offence. 

64.971. And that the police should not wait for an 
offence to be committed, and then have the man up 
before the magistrate P— It involves a great deal of 
expense on behalf of the party objected to, because it 
win have the effect of carrying him to two sessions ; 
whereas tinder ordinary circumstances it would he 
disposed of in one session. I also think that the 
objector, having once stated the nature of his objection, 
should not be allowed to travel outside it. 

64.972. As to the court, we have had it from a great 
unmber of witnesses that the recorder in the city should 
sit os the sole judge, and that the county court judge 
should sit outside the city, in the county, either with or 
without resident magistrates, with an appeal, not 
necessarily or preferably to the high court? — Speaking 
for the city of Cork, wo have the Recorder there at 
present us the sole licensing authority so far as the 

K ting and transfer of licenses are concerned ; and we 
no complaint to make regarding him. 

64,973. Speaking for the East Riding of Cork, what 
do you say? — For the East Riding it might be rather 
dangerous to hand over the power to one man, who very 
often might be n comparative stranger to the district 
over which he would have jurisdiction. 

64,974. The status of the county court judge would be 
a very ltigh one, would it not ?— It would be a very 
high one. Those ridings comprise as a rule a vast 
district, and there may be a certain amount of local 
knowledge wanting in one man — the county court 
judge. 

04,5175. Should yon object to seeing the resident 
magistrate sitting side by side with the county court 
judge in the county ? — You mean the resident magistrate 
and the county court judge alone, without the assistance 
of tho other magistrates ? 

64,970, Yes P— I prefer the present state of things; 
that is, where the resident magistrate and the county 
court judge anil the other magistrates sit. At the 
present tirno tho resident magistrate sits with the county 
court judge, accompanied by the other magistrates. 

64,977. Tlie proposition has been made that the 
magistrates should be relieved of their duties; that 
they themselves, or n great many of them nt least, would 
very much like to be relieved from those duties. I have 
suggested, as an alternative for your consideration, 
whether you would object to seeing the county court 
judge sitting with tlie resident magistrate ulone, with an 
appeal, it might be, to tho assize going judge ?— The 
appeal might bo open to objection. It might not be 
well to appeal to a judge of assize who knows nothing 
about tho wants of the neighbourhood. 

64,978. Have you many spirit grocers in Cork?— We 
have not veiy many. 

64,979. Do you know of any who sell on the premises 
for consumption P— There is a suspicion attached to one 
or two. 

64,980. You havo in Cork oue instance, 2 think, have 

you not p I would rather not give the instance. 

64,981. You say you could point to oue notorious 
instance. I do not ask for the name, if you do not wish 
to give us evidenoe whioh might possibly lead to the 
identification of that individual P— There is one instance 
of a spirit grooor who sells for consumption on the 
premises. 

64,982. And that is generally known ?— I think it is 
generally known. 

64,983. Why do not the police interfere?— I cannot 
understand. 

64,984. (Mr. Grinling.) Are you sure that he hsa not 
got a publican's license os well ? Because, very often, 
they hold both a spirit grocer’s license ar.d a publican’s 
license P — I do not think he lias. 


64.985. (Chairman.) It is an instance of an abuse, 
therefore, of the grocer’s license P — It is. 

64.986. (Mr. Grinling.) You would know pretty well 
all the spirit grocers in Cork. I think in a population 
of 75,000 there are only ten of them ? — I have not mixed 
with them in any way. They are not included amongst 
the members of my association. 


Mr. D. 
Donovan. 
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64,987. (Chairman.) I do not wont to ask you much 
about the quality of the drink. We have had a very 
great deal of evidence as to that. I suppose you would 
confirm other witnesses who say that the drink 
is not adulterated except by water ? — Exactly. I should 
just like to refer to au extract from the report of the 
city analyst to the public health committee for the 
quarter ending March 31, 1898. He says : “ 16 samples 
“ of spirits were ex amin ed. They varied in degrees Quality of 
from ll to II under -proof, and gave no evidence of liquor. 

“ injurious ingredients foreign to spirits.” 

64,988.. Is it a custom among the Cork publicans to 
dilute with water? — Their spirits, but not any other 
drink, as far as I know. 


64,989. I suppose that, enables a great profit to bo 
made on the sale of the article ? — I do not know that it 
does. As a rule, they buy a good article, and they can 
only afford to reduce it down to a certain standard, and 
that does not leave a very ltigh margin of profit, I 
think. 


64.990. What is the limit to which they may reduce it 
by dilution ? — The usual whisky which tho Cork pablican 
gets is, I think, abont five-year-old whisky. I have 
made inquiries about it, and I find that the amount of 
water generally placed in ten gallons of five-year-old 
whisky is from two to three gallons. 

64.991. Would that be legal P— Yes, certainly. 

64.992. Dilution is not resorted to for the purpose of 
profit ; but is it a feeling on the part of the publican 
that the proof required is too high, and that it is better 
in the interest of the consumer that he should drink a 
less strong article? — Of course, you could not expect 
the publican to sell without profit, and unless ho diluted 
he would not have nny profit at all. 

64.993. (Mr. Grinling.) At what strength would the 
publican buy it P Are you talking of proof ? — He would 
buy it at about 10 or T2 over proof, and he would sell it 
at about 20 under proof. 

64.994. In no case would spirits be sold at 10 or 12 
over proof. He must dilute it ? — Ho mnet dilute it, of 
course ; he would have no profit if he did not. If he 
did not dilute it, and if he sold it at the regular retail 
market price, he would sell it at an absolute loss. 

64.995. (Chairman.) Have yon any complaint to make Civilians 
of the drinking that goes on in canteens, so far ns drinking in 
civilians are concerned ? — With regard to those com- canteens, 
plaints, I do not wish to attribute any blame to the 

higher military authorities. I think tnat if there is 
any infringement of the regulations, it is done entirely 
by the canteen stewards, and not by the higher officers, 
it is done without the knowledge or consent of the 
higher officers. 

64.996. Any irregularity on the part of those persona, 
if brought to the knowledge of the higher military 
authorities could bo at once stamped out P — Yes. I 
received some information regarding the drinking that 
took place at Fort Elizabeth and Cat Fort last year ; 
and I wrote on the 9th April to the commanding officer 
of the district. He replied, stating that tho practice 
was contrary to the regulations, and that he would bo 
thankful if I would point out some specific instances of 
breach. I caused inquiries to be made, and found that 
the practice was stopped for some time afterwards ; but 
complaints have latterly been reaching my ears again 
regarding the praotice. 

64.997. I think you yourself personally undertook to 
see whether it was possible to procure drink at these 
canteens P— It is rather hard to do that. 

64.998. But you did it ?— I just watched round tho i 
gates, and I have seen civilians going in and coming 
out ; but of course I could not say that they were 
supplied with drink. 

64.999. I think that you yourself obtained drink at 
one of these places ?— That is four years ago. 

65.000. Has there been any great change in the system 
since ? — I do not think there has. 

65.001. Yon went there fpur years ago ; was it in 
company with another civilian P— Yes. 

Rr 4 
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Mr. D, 65,002. And yoil obtained drink on payment? — 
Donovan . Yes. 

°4 Ma~’s8 65 >°03. At the Victoria Barracks P— Yes ; in Cork. 

. . . 65,004. (Dean Dick insun.) Was it through, a soldier? 

—Yes ; the person vrith whom I was knew a soldier, 
and he asked for the soldier, and we went into the 
canteen with him. 

65.005. {Chairman.) Who paid the money ? — I cannot 
say whether it was the civilian or the soldier who paid 
the money. 

65.006. It all turns upon that, does it not ? — I cannot 
exactly say how that was. 

65.007. {Mr. Grinling. I Was that after your letter to 
the commanding officer or before ? — Years before. 

Illicit 65,008. (Chairman.) Would yon increase the strin- 

storing of gency of the law as regards shebeening ? — I think that 
liquor? the penalty for storing is very small. That is prohibited 
by the Act of 1854. 

65.009. Yon think the 2 1. minimum aud the 5i. maxi- 
mum ought to be altered? — 1 think it is too small. 

65.010. How vronld yon increase it ? Would you 
simply raise the minimum and the maximum ? — Yes. 

60.011. As to persons found upon the premises pre- 
sumably for drinking illicit whisky, are they included 
now, or are they punished for being found on the 
premises ? — I think they are included. I should increase 
the penalty all round. 

65.012. If drink were found stored, would you 
confiscate that drink upon proper evidence ? — Yes. 

65.013. Is that so now? — Yes, provided there was a 
conviction. 

65.014. Do you know of individuals who have been 
into these shebeens and obtained drink? — Yes, I do. 

The 65,015. Turning to the last point, what do you say as 

bonH fide to the bond fide- traveller, of whom we have heard a very 
traveller, great deal? Would yon raise the limit of distance or 
would you abolish it ? — I think there is a strong feeling 
among the working classes in Cork in favour of leaving 
things as they are. 

65.016. The three mile limit ? — Yes. 

65.017. The bond fide traveller in Cork is a tradesman 
who wall's three miles out of the city, presumably as a 
lnm/i fide traveller, and feels thirsty, and he thinks he is 
entitled to get drink at tiro end of the three miles ? — I 
think so. 

65.018. We have heard that six miles, and I think one 
witness said seven miles, should be the limit. Do you 
think that would be a hardsliip upon the Cork trades- 
men or workmen, or whoever it might bo? — I think 
that any proposal to increase the present limit would be 
met by rather strong opposition on the port of the 
working men. 

65.019. Yon do not think that requiring any of these 
houses to be opened for the sake of the bond julo traveller 
weakens the operation of the Sunday Closing Act ? — Not 
so far as the district round Cork iB concerned. 

65.020. It forms an exception to it anyhow ; I mean that 
the houses are not closed to the bond fide traveller ?— 
No, they are not. 

65.021. Do you think it would bo a hardship for the 
legislature to say : We shall allow public-houses where 
the Sunday Closing Act prevails, or anywhere else, to 
be open for certain hours in the day and night, so as to 
keep the publican waiting the whole day on the chance ? 
— As an alternative, it might bo very good to open them 
for a few hours in the day. 

65.022. What would be the feeling of the publicans P 
Would they think it a hardship to he kept on the watch, 
so to speak, the whole day ? — Yon mean kept standing 
behind their counters. 

65.023. Yes ; they or their servants or assistants P — I 
could not exactly speak for them in that way. I have 
never put that question to them. 

65.024. What is the day on whioh the publicans do 
their best trade ? Would there be any day of the week 
on which their receipts would be greater than on other 
days? Would Sunday be such a day ?— Sunday is a 
fairly good day, I think ; and Saturday is a good day. 

65.025. You would not givo Sunday the pre-eminence ? 

— No, I would not. » 

65.026. Saturday and Sunday ?— It depends more or 
less on the district. Some houses do very well on 
Mondays. 


60.027. 1 understand from that that where the houses 

are closed on Sunday by law except to bond fide travellers r, ,i 
the publican in those houses does, if not 'the best, sav 
the second best trade on the Sunday of the whole of the * ’ 
days of the week ?— In saying that Sunday is a good 
day, I am not speaking of the houses outside the 
exempted city of Cork. 

65.028. Yon cannot speak of the houses outside the 
exempted city?— Some of the houses outside the ex- 
empted city do nothing at all on Sunday, or scarcely 
anything at all. 

65.029. Perhaps they are not from their surroundings 
places of resort, and agreeable ? — There are some very 
nice districts round Cork, and people wnlk out there on 
Sundays. 

65,080. Take a place, which I daresay some of us 
know, outside Cork, a veiy -favourite place of resort, yon 
would not say that the publican in that district does a 
better trade on the Sunday than on any other day of 
the week ?— I should not exactly say that ; but I know 
that he would do a good trade. 

65,031. I do not say that that is so; I only put a 
hypothetical case. Do you think that the increase in 
the bicycle trade has enlarged the facilities of the 
general body of the working men, so as to extend the 
limit ? — A. bicycle is an expensive article, and the 
majority of the working men cannot afford it. 


Adjourned for half-an-liour. 


Mr. Gordon in the chair. 

65.032. {Witness.) Before continuing my evidence I 
wish to make a statement. I have been informed that 
in reading an extract from Mr. Jones's speech at the 
Cork United Trades’ Association I quoted him as 
follows ; — “ 17 per cent, of the working classes would he 
“ in favour of Sunday and Saturday night closing." 

What I should have said, and what is here before me is, 
that 17 per cent, of the working classes would not be in 
favour of Sunday and Saturduy night closing. 

65.033. (Mr. Young.) With reference to the licensing The 

authority. I think you want that to remain as at present ? licen-iK 
— Yes, I do not suggest any change. imiliora; 

66.034. Yon do admit that when transfers and renewals 
come up, the magistrates are canvnssed, and thoy cmno 
up from all quarters to do particular duties to their 
friends? -I know that there have been very largo 
benches of magistrates, but I do not know that there 
has been canvassing, Thoso largo benches might be, 
perhaps, the result of -a canvass made, but, I think, so 
far as Cork is concerned, the canvass has generally been 
made on both sides. 

65.035. Do not yon think it veiy inconvenient to have 
probably magistrates of the teetotal class come up to 
object to all licenses P Do you not think that is objec- 
tionable? — Yes, I think it is unfair for them to do so. 

65.036. Do you think that there may be too much 
laxity as well on the other side ? Would it not avoid 
all the difficulties which nro now presented to ns by 
witnesses if you put the licensing authority into the 
hands of idle county court judge and two or three 
elected local magistrates P — I tliiiilc for a large depart- 
ment that would be rather a small governing body— two 
or three magistrates. 

65.037. You must have an authority, and at the present 
time you gather all the magistrates of the county 
together, and many object to that for Beveml reasons. 

Do you want that system of tilings to continue ?— How 
would the two or throe magistrates be elected or 
appointed ? 

65.038. They would be elected probably by the 
magistrates of the county, being men fitted for the 
post, aud the responsibility would be on thoso three or 
four men who would be appointed, whereas now, it is 
upon perhaps 90 or 100 men and what is everybody’s 
business is nobody’s business ? — Those two or three men 
might belong to ono particular section of the magistrates. 

65.039. Can you account for so large a quantity of the 
women in your city being tipplers and drinkers?— J 
cannot really account for it. A portion of the blame ^ 
for this has been laid on the bad dwellings and habita- 
tions that they live in. 
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j fr. D- fif- 04 ®- extraordinary that Cork should have and 83 per ceut of tho people against it P — T made an Mr. I). 

i) 3 movan. jo many, a eral of the witnesses who have come up incorrect statement with regal’d to that. Wlmt I mean Vonovau. 

— hero have said that fu^eraess exists to a large extent to convey is this, that 83 per ceut. would be in favour 

amongst the women ?— I think that more or less applies of the present system. 21 Mar ’O' 

to a particular section of the women. It applies to 1— 

some of the women who do some hawking and marketing . Go, 059. No further restriction? — No further restrie. 
in the markets. As a rule I think the women are veiy 17 per cent, would be of the conti-ary 

sober. 


way of thinking. 

>. Then with reference to the magistrates, y o 


65,041. I think I understood yon to say that Sunday 
closing was a failure in the county ?_Ilt has been h |vve expressed on opinion tliis morning with reference 
attended with no success. to the county court judge sitting as the chief magistrate 

S5.M2. DU I luUentaul yon to my tint clnl» h™ ft 1 iy.ono or teo othem. Hnye you 

increased in consequence P-TUnt me, in the city. “ n £? ".?? ““Uomtiou tie toot tint mnsjUrntee „io 


ouly speaking of the city. 

65,048. How would there be a reasou for the increase 
of clubs when it is one of the exempted cities? — I 
pointed out at the time that the hours were reduced 
from 9 to 7 in the evenings and that since then clubs 
had grown up. 

65.044. (Mr. Orinlinr/.) "What is the principal em- 
ployment of women m Cork P Is thore any large 
manufacturing industry there P— There is not, not any 
particularly large industry. 

65.045. We hear of flsb curing, which brings a 
particular class of women to a place which would 
naturally swell tho returns of the town for intemperance P 
— Yes. I wished to point that out in answer to Mr. 
Young’s question, that it is generally those women who 
sell fish, or are in the markets that get hauled up for 
drunkenness. 

Alleged 65,046. Is it a fact that much drink is stored in Cork 
ilrinking in hy keepers of temperance hotels ?— That is true. There 
amper- _ j s chink stored by them. 

65,047. And sales are effected in those hotels— not 


have any interest whatever in the trade and who would 
be favourable to the trade on the Bench are not allowed 
to sit p — They are disqualified from sitting. 

65,061. Taking that fact into consideration, you would The 
prefer things to be as they nro rather tlinn accept one licensing 
man to adjudicate upon mid administer the licensing authority. 
InwsP — Yes, that is so, so far as the country districts 
are concerned. Of course in the city I menu to qualify 
it in this way. Iu the city at present the trade have no 
complaint to make against the manner in which the 
Recorder lins noted since liis appointment, because he 
has been very slow to give new licenses. In fact, ho 
has only giveu one new license for the past seven 
years. 


Is there any great dissatisfaction expressed 
by the public outside the trade with reference to the 
magistrates P— I havo never heard of any outside the 


st hotels. 


merely drinking — at any hour or time? — They a: 


65,049. Then the temperance hotels have quite as 
much to answer for as the trade iu Cork in the way of 
drinking if that is so P— They have. 


66.063. One question about the land fide traveller. Tha 
A number of witnesses have expressed an opinion that it bond fair 
would be advisable to extend the limit. As I understand traveller, 
you the people themselves instead of extendingit would 
prefer the bond fide traveller to be abolished altogether 
than submit to six miles ? — I know there is a very strong 
feeling amongst the working classes in the city of Cork 
against the extension of tne three miles limit to six 


65,060. They ought not to be the 3 rat people to cart 
a stone at the trade, ought they ? — They ought not. 


65,051. (Mr. Hvtslim.) I understand that it is admitted 
that there is a great deni of canvussiug on both sides of 
tho magistrates P — There is canvassing going on on both 
sides. 


65,062. Do you sco your way to advocating a total 
legal prohibition of it P — It would bo very good, I 
think. 


The l'ar- 65,053. (Mr. Ycm-iiqer.) "With reference to the sugges- 
utllites mill tion made by Mr. Wilkinson when he gave his evidence 
the liquor here as to tho voting on the Sunday Closing Bill in the 
trade. House of Commons. He made an explanation to 
necount for the somowbat changed aspect of the vote, 
that ono of the political parties in Ireland had been 
“ eollnred " by the publicans. Do you agree with that 
statement or uo yon know anything about it ? — I know 
nothing abont such a thing. I read a report of the 
meeting held by the Dublin "Vintners' Association 
yesterday at which the chairman stated that there was 
no justification for making snch a re m a r k, and as far 
us I know with reference to the south of Ireland there 
is no justification also for making such a statement. 

65.054. I suppose it is quite notorious that the state- 
ment referred to the Parnellites ?— It was remarked 
that tho statement did apply to the Parnellites. 

65.055. As far as my information goes only six out of 
that party voted against it ? — That is all. I analysed 
tho division list and I found only six Parnellites voted 
against tho Bill last session. 


65,064. With reference to the standard of spirits there 
is a difference between the Irish and Scotch whisky in 
the standard for buying, is there not ? — There is, I think. 

Tho Scotch iu something stronger. 

65,066. Tho Irish whisky would run from 5 to 20 
under proof? — Yes. 

65.066. Yon are permitted then again to diluto that 
to 25 under? — Yes, if the pnblionn did not do that he 
would have no profit at all. 

65.067. It is not generally understood that they may 
dilute to 25 under, but they are permitted to do that if 
they like P— Exactly. 

65.068. (Mr. Walker.) Tu reply to his Lordship's Causes <• 
question why in yonr opinion the curtailment of the dimrai-*!.. 
hours of supply on Sunday had not led to a better state drunken 
of tilings you said that you did not think that reduced ness, 
facilities for supplying drink had afforded improve- 
ment ? — There was no immediate improvement at any 

rate. Thore nns been a slight improvement, hut I do 
not think it has been attributable to the fact that the 
hours were made a little shorter. I think it is more or 
less a chango of habit. 

65.069. You know the city of Cork well ?— Yes. 

65.070. Would not this change in the habits of the 
people be brought about by better sanitation P — Yes. 

65.071. Better dwellings P — Yes. 

65.072. Increased religious activity ? — Yes. 

65.073. New sources of rational amusement and 
education i— Yes. 


they" have done it in an extremely imperfect way ?- 
They have, and they have made rather a bad bargain. 


65.074. Would not those factors in your opinion be 
the cause of tho great improvement that has taken place 
of late years in tbe condition of the people with refer- 

056. If tlio publicans have collared tho Parnellites cnoe to sobriety and otherwise P — No donbt they have 
• 1 — “ imnnrfAftt wav? — been the cause. 

65.075. Another question was asked you as to the 
habitual drunkard having any favourite house of resort, 
and your reply was that lie had not ? — I do not think he 
has any special favourite honse of resort. 

65.076. That would arise from the fact that no re- 
spectnble licensee would serve au habitual drunkard ? — 
Yes. He is more or less cast off from one to tho 
other. 

65.077. Therefore to gratify Iris appetite he has to 
seek those places, probably the clnbs, which havo no 
control placed over them P — Yes, he might do that. 

S s 


65.057. You would argue from that that probably 
they have not douo so at all, and that it is not quite a 
fair way of putting the ease P— I never heard of snch a 

65.058. (Mr. Hsjiloj >.) I should like to ask one or two 
questions with regard to the evidence you have given as 
to the curtailment of hours on the Saturday and Sunday 
Closing. You stated a percentage of 17 would not 
approvo nny restriction. Did you mean that 17 per 
ceut. were iu favour of the curtailment of those hoars 


V 98419. 
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Mr D 65,078. A question was naked yon just now about the 
Donor av. temperance hotels. Ia it within your knowledge that a 

visitor to a temperance hotel can Bupply himself with 

24 May ’98 any quantity of alcohol if he thinks proper? — Not 

supply himself, but he can be supplied, I think, by the 

keeper of the hotel. 

65,079. Of the temperance hotel ? — Yes ; it is done 
illicitly of course. 

65,OSO. Illicitly trapplied by the keeper of the tem- 
perance hotel ? — Yes. 

65.081. Have you any Imowledge or experience of 
such acts as that? — There ore a few places that ore 
rather well known, 

Temperance 65,082. Have you any evidence that snob is the 
hotels. custom. ? — There has been a prosecution brought against 

one of them, but the prosecution failed owing to the 
foot that they conld not prove an absolute sale. 

65.083. A prosecution was brought against- one but 
it failed from some technical point? — Yes. 

65.084. To tako the ordinary temperance hotel where 
we assume that the proprietor is conducting his house 
upon true temperance principles there would be nothing 
to prevent a person visiting there currying into his 
room any quantity of alcohol he thought proper ? — I do 
not say that it would apply to all. but it applies to some 
cases in the city of Cork. 

65.085. Would it not apply to all if a person were so 
minded ?— It con be done. 

35.086. For instance, have you ever heard of a 
temperance hotel in Cork where a commercial traveller 
may go who is under strict injunctions by his firm only 
to go to a temperance hotel, hut he himself is not u 
teetotaler and therefore he takes drink with him into 
his room in the temperance hotel. Have you ever 
heai cl of a case of that sort ? — Plenty of them do that. 

Clobs. 65,087. Then as to clubs. The clubs in Cork of 

course keep open to all hours. There is no uniform 
time for closiug ? — There is some regular time but my 
experience of them is that they never act up to thnt, 

65.088. It is not adhered to ? — No, it is not. 

65.089. Then your opinion probably would bo thnt 
the clubs arc as much to blame, if not more to blame, 
than the licensed houses for producing drunkenness ? — 

I should say so. So far as the distribution of liquor 
goes they arc very well in it. 

65.090. But the licensee has to hear the whole of the 
blame, whether moral or immoral, for what is committed 
by theso illicit or irregular unlicensed places? — Yos. 
With regard to that I may point out that according to 
the last return of arrests for drunkenness for the city 
of Cork for Sundays, 80 poisons were arrested between 
the hours of eight in the morning and two in the 
nfternoon, and 42 persons between the lionrs of two and 
sovon, that is to say, the hours during which the public- 
houses are allowed to be open. So that it is obvious 
there must be some other means of supply ontaide that 
of public-houses. 

Sunday 65,091. Mr. Wilkinson stated in his opinion that if 
closing. the licensees were consulted one-balf of them would 
vote in favour of Sunday closing. Is that your opinion ? 
— I never hoard a licensee advocate Sunday closing, and 
I do not believe if the question cropped up that any of 
them would vote in favour of Sunday closing. 

65.092. You are Secretary of the Cork Incensed 
Vintners’ Association?— .Yes. 

65.093. And you are brought directly into contact 
with the great, majority of tho licensees ? — I am. 

65.094. Therefore, if they had any disposition to 
express that view of the matter, you wonld certainly 
have heard of it ? — Yes. 

65.095. Certainly, half of them could not have ex- 
pressed that view without it coming to the knowledge 
of your association ? — Not at all. 

65.096. And that has never come to the knowledge of 
your association ? — Never. 

65.097. Have you any experience in Cork of a paid 
lecturer of the teetotal organisation giving lectaros on 
the question oi Sunday" closing? — There have been 
some meetings held on tho question of Sunday closing. 

65.098. Tho same witness, Mr. Wilkinson, said thnt 
they employed three lecturers to go through Ireland 
arousing tho spirit of the people to approve of Sunday 
closing. Has there been any houso-to- house visitation 


brought to your knowledge in Cork by theso paid ir 
lecturers with a view to induce people to vote on the Don 
question ? — Not within some years. 

65.099. Yon were asked by his Lordship if you had 
any knowledge of any meeting of working men held for 
the purpose of passing a resolution in opposition to 
Sunday closing? — I never hoard of a meeting of working 
men being held for the purpose of passing a resolution 
in favour of Sunday closiug. 

65.100. Did you ever hear of a meeting of working 
men being held for the purpose of denouncing Sunday 
closing? — For years the Cork United Trades Association 
have consistently denounced Sunday closing. They 
have done so throughout tho past year, and they did so, 

I think, about 10 years ago, and some other time before 
that. 

65.101. How late has such a meeting as that been 
held ?— They denounced it on the 2-Stli of April 1898, and 
passed a resolution against it in 1888, and sent then- 
president before tho Select Committee J.8S8, to oppose 
tho measure. 

65.102. Has there been anything of that land lately ? 

— There has been in 1898. 

65.103. Was that a properly constituted meeting of 
authorised bodies of men ? — Well, I believe it was. 

65.104. (L)cnn Dickinson.) There are, I think, two Temper- 

temperance hotels hi Cork — recognised temperance once 
hotels ? — There arc more than two. hotels. 

65.105. I have inquired into the case of some temper- 
ance hotels in Dublin, and I liavo drawn from some of 
the commercial travellers who have frequented the 
hotels thnt they conld not be supplied with liquor in 
the hotels, but that there was nothing to prevent, them 
bringing whisky or anything else they pleased into their 
own bedrooms ; and the two men who told me so told 
me they did so. How could the proprietor prevent that ? 

— I thmk it wonld be very wrong to prevent those 
people bringing whisky in. 

65.106. It would be impossible miles'* they were 
searched, and, consequently, men might come out of a 
teniponuieo hotel the worse l'ov liquor, hut that would 
not prove that tho temperance hotel proprietor hnd sup- 
plied them, because they hail supplied tlicmselvos ?— 

What 1 wish to impute iH this, not that the people 
thomselves took the drink in and used it for their own 
purposes, but tluit it was stored inside bol'oro they wont 
in, aud that it was sold by the liotcl-keopci's. 

65.107. You said tluit you had tested tho casus of she- 
beens by going into thorn. Did you over go in or test 
that in any way yourself, or do you know anybody who 
has tested it by going into a temperance hotel and ask- 
ing to be siqiplied there aud then with drink? — I will 
give an instance, if I may. . 

65.108. A definite case?- — Y oh. Thoro v.vs a prosecu- 
tion brought against the keeper of one of tho hotels — 1 
forget the name. 

65.109. The Metropolo ? — No. Somo four years ago 
there was a prosecution brought against tho keeper, not 
of tho Metropole Hotel, but of another hotel, for 
keeping drink, aud this drink was not found in the 
bedrooms of the men that too staying in the house, 
but was found in tho room that was common to tho 
frequenters of the house. 

65.110. That was tho charge. Was it proved? — The 
drink was fomid not exactly iu any particular bedroom. 

65.111. You my there was a prosecution. Was the 
charge proved ? — No, the charge was not proved. Tho 
answer was that the drink was "kept for tho purposes of 
the lodgers, and that they were entitled to do so. 

65.112. Then the prosecution failed ?— The prosecu- 
tion failed. 

65.113. With reference to tho discrepancy you roforrod Statistidcf 
to between the County Inspector's report and tho dmtkar 
report of the Temperance Longue, may not this account w® *•* 
for that discrepancy. Tho County Inspector gives the “* “““ 
return of arrests for drunkonucss simply, wlioveab tho 
report of the Temporanco League includes, as in fact is ,l “ 
mentioned iu tho passage that you quoted, cases Unit 5 
were connected with drink, not of drinikonness simply, 

but cases of assault ; eases brought- by the Society for 
the Prevention of Cruelty to Children, and taking all 
those additional coses that might account for the 
increase of the number. The Comity Inspector's 
report simply includes tlioRO arrested for .Ininkonncss 
and tho report of the Tomperauee League includes all 
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V,' D. crimes tlmt wm in my way associated wit.li or nrisiug 
i fl wtait. out of drink “—I think if they meant to do that in aU 

justice to the trade, they had u right to mention it in 

their report. 

65.114. Thoy do mention it. These are the words of 
the Report : “ All the oases brought before the police 
court conneeted with drink ” ? — They say drunken 
offences. 

65.115. They say — these are the words: " connected 
with drink ” ? — I will read it for yon. 

65.116. They specify assaults P — Mr. Wilkinson in 
his letter of the 28th November 1897 says : “ What is 
“ the outcome of this expenditure P One result is that 
“ 2,773 man and 1,432 women wero brought before the 
“ magistrates for drunken offeuces during the last 
“ year.” 

65.117. What lie means by “drunken offences ” is, 
there oro offences such as assaults and cruelty to 
children arising out of drunkenness. It is u somewhat 
slipshod phrase, ‘ drunken offenoeR.” He does not 
mean offences of drunkenness, but offences connected 
with and springing out of drink ? — Even taking it at 
that, I do not think all the offences arising out of 
drunkenness would come to that total. 

TteCork 65,118. With reference to the meeting of the corporo- 
iurpora- tion of Cork protesting against Sunday closing and 
lion, earlier Saturday closing, I believe tho number of the 
corporation (including ordinary councillors) of Cork is 
56 P— Yes. 

65.119. Aud out of that 56 only 29 attended on that 
occasion ? — Twenty-three voted for aud six against. 

65.120. Twenty-three voted against the Intoxicating 
Liquor Bill and six in favour ; that is to say, only 29 
attended that meeting altogether out of 56 ? — I would 
not say tlmt. There wore some who did not vote. 

65.121. I have the figures before meP — There were 
some who did not vote. 

65.122. Twenty. so ven wero absent altogether? — I 
would not suy they were absent. 

65.123. They were not present? — Thoy did not take 
part iu tho vote. Ton con remain in the room and not 

65.124. That is not stated in the report. It appears 
that 33 out of 56 voted against tho Sunday Closing Bill, 
and of LIiomo 23 no fewer than 12 wore connected with 
the liquor traffic. There wero nine publicans amongst 
those 26 ; tlioro was one who was a wine and spirit 
seller ; thero was one (tho mayor) who is a pawnbroker; 
there was one a commercial traveller engaged in tho 
sale of whisky ; there was one a cooper who is employed 
in Mr. Murphy’s brewery and, therefore is closely con- 
nected with the truffle ; and tlmt makes 12 ? — May I ask 
you who is tho cooper who is employed at Mi'. Murphy's 
brewery p 

65.125. ]. think his name is M'CarthyP— I think I 
shall be inclined to doubt it. 

65.126. You may be inclined to doubt it if you like, 
but I am sure if you doubt it you are quite honest in 
saying so ? — I disagree with yon. I do not think the 
man is employed at Mr. Murphy’s brewery. 

65.127. I ennuot undertake to prove that to you, but 
I find it is stated tlmt he is habitually employed in tho 
brewery of Mr. Murphy. Tho point is that 12 out of 
tho 23 aro mom or less, somo of them directly, associated 
with and interested in the liquor traffic ? — I have an 
analysis of the list here and I do not think there are 
12 of them. 


65.128. Two coopers in the employment of brewers ; .1 tr. D. 

one commercial traveller, agent for the sale of whisky ; Donovan. 

one pawnbroker, and nine publicans ? — Might I ask 

you who are the two coopers ? 24 May ’98 

65.129. I cannot remember all their names ; one was ' 
M'Carthy ? — M'Carthy is a baker also. 

65.130. I think that somewhat diminishes the value 
of the vote. It was proposed by a cooper of the uume 
I mentioned — M'Carthy — and it was seconded by 
Councillor Toomey, wlio is a publican? — I do not 
think so. 

65.131. I know it 9 — I have the press report here. 

65.132. I havo the report here from tho Cork paper, 
which states that Councillor M'Carthy moved the 
suspension of standing orders, and then moved the 
resolution that you have read against the Sale of 
Intoxicating Liquor Bill. Then Councillor Toomey 
seconded, and I find he is a publican ? — I have a report 
of it also, and I find that Councillor Healey seconded 
tho resolution. 

65.133. Which of the Cork papers tells the truth ? 1 
havo the “Cork Constitution”? — This is the “Cork 
Examiner ” that I have. 

65.134. (Mr. Grinling.) Do you know whether tho 
paper that Dean Dickinson is quoting from is a tem- 
p cranes paper ? — I think it has advocated temperance 
principles. 

65.135. (Mr. Gordon.) I think In your evidence-in- clubs, 
chief, and also in answer to several of the honourable 
Commissioners, you attributed a good deal of the 
increase of drunkenness in Cork to the clubs, or you 

were inclined to do so? — I think there is u share of it 
attributable to them. 

65.136. Are we to infer that some of the clubs have 
grown up in consequence of the restrictions applied by 
the Sunday Closing Act? — I do inf or that. 

65.137. We have been furnished with a return of nil 
the clubs, and I havo before me a return of all the 
olnbs existing in Cork, the East Riding, and the city of 
Cork, and I find looking over the list that, with tho 
exception, 1 think, of three, all those clubs have a very 
high subscription, that is to say, the members pay one 
guinea, two guineas, or even higher stuns per annum. 

One con hardly think that that is the class of club you 
refer to ? — I think there is very little blame attached to 
that class of club, bnt there are some more of them. 

There are a few there with very small subscriptions. 

65.138. My point is that of those which have grown 
up since 1878 there are only one or two with those 
small subscriptions ? — One or two would do a great deal 
of harm. 

65.139. There is only one on the list that you could 
say grew up immediately on the passing of the Act. 

That has been in existence 17 years, and it is called a 
rowing dub ? — As the time went on the clubs sprang 
into existence. 

65.140. Ton do not wish to tell me that merely out of 
two or three chibs any great evil can arise ? — There is 
one statement I wish to make. 1 have made an analysis 
of the list of votes in the corporation, and I find that 
even including the man who is n cooper, M'Carthy, and 
including this wine and spirit traveller, there were only 
eleven interested parties took part in that vote in tho 
corporation. 

65.141. (Dean Dickinson.) Yon are not inducting the 
clerk in the liquor shop ? — I am including him. 

65.142. And there are two coopers employ od by 
brewers ?— No, tliore are not two coopers in the list. 


The witness withdrew. 


Alderman James Dempsey called in and examined. 


Alderman 65,143. (Mr. Gordon.) I understand you are an 
J. alderman of tho dty of Belfast ?— Yes. 

1>em P*y 65,144. Aud you are lion, president of the Belfast and 
Position of ^ stcr Vintners’ Association P — Yes. 

, '<ness. 65,145. Is that n largo association ? — Yes. 

65,146. What number of members have yon ? — About 
550, I think. We havo a board of management of 31. 
and we have representatives on the board from all tho 
principal towns in Ulster. 


66.147. I think yon have been connected with the Alderman 

liquor trade for a long period ?— Thirty-eight years. J. 

05.148. And you are well acquainted with it generally, Demps ey. 
aud with all the branches of it?— Yes. I have been iu 

all the brandies of the trade. 

65.149. What iB your opinion as to the state of the 
law ? — According to all the authorities who administer 
it they would very much like to have all the laws embraced 
in one law. 

S s 2 
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KO-VAT. COMMISSION ON LIQUOR LICENSING LAWS : 


Alderman 65.1B0. Codified ? — Yea 
n 66, 151. You have, I understand, numerous suggestions 

D empse y. yon to bring before the Commission. The first, I 
QAMnvHifl 'believe, refers to a publican's license ?— Yes. Evidence 
^ - u a has been given before this Commission of a systom which 

,. • - prevails in Dublin, and also it is suggested as a desirable 

urant oi tiling in Cork, and that is to sm-render one or two 
licenses in licenses in some parts of the city and to give, in lieu of 
return for those licenses, a new lioense in another part of the city, 
surrenders My board is of opinion that such a transaction is not 
and com- equitable. The removal of such licenses, undoubtedly, 
qieosation. would benefit the other license holders in their im- 
mediate vicinity, whilst the setting up of a new license 
would certainly interfere with the license holders in the 
district to which the new license wonld be transferred. 
We hold to the opinion that it would be better to carry 
out the suggestion of the Government of 1890, and if 
where licenses were unnecessary, and possibly unprofit- 
able, they should be purchased and extinguished, and 
that in the case of granting new licenses, say in new 
areas, or where the authority might consider them 
desirable, there should he a payment made to the 
municipal authority for such new license. 

65,102. Are you prepared to tell us where, in your 
opinion, the fund is to come from to purclinse the 
licenses P — If there was a necessity for granting new 
licenses it wonld provide money for extinguishing old 
licenses. It would be a more equitable transaction in 
our opinion than to carry out the present principle, 
which seems to be recommended both in Cork and 
Dublin. I have known a ease myself where a licensed 
house was worth about 1001. ; the man practically had 
no tenure of it, and allowed it to get into a dilapidated 
condition. He built a new house, and got a removal of 
the license, and the value of liis licensed house to-day is 
5,0001. 1 am told. 

65.153. Do yon advocate that that profit should go to 
the community P — The municipality, I think, should 
have the power to deal with it— the community or 
municipality. 

04.154. They are synonymous expressions ? —Yes. We 
are going to get, under the Local Government Bill, the 
amount of revenue from licenses. 

Coudhious 65,155. Then you wish to make some suggestions 
i'uposrd on “bout the restrictions placed on licenses? — This lias 
licenses. reference to something that would be oxtra- judicial, 
and I understand you have had evidence of that character 
from some of the recorders themselves. We always com- 
plained of this, because they granted lioenses to persons 
who were carrying on a wholesale trade, and those 
persons did not do any bar business, nnd did not serve 
nny customers for consumption on the premises. The 
police authorities last year and the year before informed 
those traders that if they did not open a bar for con- 
sumption on the premises they would object to their 
licenses. The consequence was that several of them 
were forced into establishing publie-licmses. It was 
largely due to the putting on of a restriction which had 
relation, not to supplying customers on the premises, 
but to enable them to cany on a bottle traffic. 

65,156. These restrictions, if they are not illegal, at 
all events are not itiolnded in the statute ? — They are 
not statutory. 


Suitability 


65,167. What have yon to say as to tho suitability of 
premises P — In none of the statutes is there any definition 
with reference to the suitability of premises. We look 
upon it as n very important matter that the suitability 
of premises should be stated in the statute. 

65.158. You have got no definition in Ireland, I under- 
stand, of the number of rooms that a house should con- 
tain ? — There is nothing of that kind. It seems to be 
entirely a matter for the police, and the police will 
recommend premises in one case and condemn something 
like tho same premises possibly in another place. 

65.159. I understand you do consider that the police 
have acted fairly well in your own town of Belfast ? — 
My association has no complaint to make. 


Transfers. 65.160. Then with reference to transfers? — This is 
practically a removal question, and it has a great deal to 
do with the case I have quoted. My Board would not 
object to a removal if it was from a badhonse to a better 
Louso in tho same locality or the same street, but to 
overlap a number of public-houses already existing, and 
let the man leave tho district that the house was origin- 
ally established for to seek a new trade and possibly 
interfere with another man’s interest, we have a decided 


objection to. It has been used as a means of increasing ju 
the owner's interest in the public-house. 

65.161. Do you think transfers should be granted to 
persons of good character without any trouble or hesita- — 
tion ? — In Ireland the transfers are granted at what is 
called an ad interim sessions, whether it is a Recorder’s 
Court or Quarter Sessions, nnd it is different from 
England. The same conrt practically confirms the 
license. Wo think that these transfers should not entail 
upon the traders so much legal expense as they do in 
having two courts to appear before, both practically of 

first instance. 

65.162. Wlmt is the exact procedure ? Do yon require 
a certificate of character for the lice nse holder ? — That 
comes on on the renewal. At the renewal of Hocuses a 
certificate is procured by the publican signed by six 
householders os to liis character aud the orderly eon- 
duct of his house, and this certificate is lodged with the 
clerk of petty sessions. It is then presented to a bench 
of justices, who sit, I think, two or three days, and it 
entails an enormous amount of labour on those justices ; 
and I am awnio that tho clerk of potty sessions and the 
justices complain of this useless duty. 

65,l(i3. There is a registration fee charged, is there Re»;stn 
not ? — There is a registration fee charged by the clerk [eB 
of the peace of Is. 6d. That is not s<> troublesome to onrcnmi 
manage in Belfast, for the clerk of the peace lives there; of eertifi- 
but the clerk of the peace for the county lives in cate. 
Belfast, and it entails a great difficulty over all the 
counties to gather up the forms and the fees that have 
to be collected. It lias always been u great grievance 
to the trade, nnd I have alwuys held the opinion that 
the collection of it was illegal ; that the registration is 
only required on the grant of a license, that is, on the 
original grant, and not on tho renewal. In the Act of 
3 & 4 William TV., it says in section 10 : “ And be it 
“ further enacted, thaVevery person who shall obtain a 
“ license,” and so on, and in the same Act, section 12, 
it says : “ And be it further enacted, that every person 
“ who shall obtain or renew.” Now tbe grievance is 
that the fee is colleoted on renewal every year annually, 
and the same form is required to be put in annually. 

65.164. Yon admit that this fee is quite legal under 
the Act ? — I do not 

65.165. It seems so by your own showing. You 
read: — '‘shall obtain or renow”? — -My contention is 
that the obtaining of this fee should only take place 
when the first certificate is granted to the incoming 
publican. 

65.166. How do you explain away tho word •‘or” P — 

This applies to Dublin, nnd it is with reference to a 
police tax of 10s. a year paid in Dublin for it superannu- 
ation fund for the police. With regard to Dublin, it 
says: — “And be it further enacted, that overy person 
“ who shall obtain or renew under this Act a license to 
“ sell spirits in any bouse or premises situuto within 
“ the police district of Dublin metropolis, shall, within 
“ ten days next after he shall have so obtained or 
“ renewed Bueh license, deliver or cause to be 
“ delivered.” and so forth, and thon it says again 

“ nnd such licensed person shall nay or cause to be paid 
“ to the receiver of the public offices in the said police 
“ district of Dublin metropoUs the sum of ten shillings, 

‘ 1 and all sums so paid to tho receiver shall go in aid 
“ of the funds of the police district of Dublin metro- 
“ polis ; and if any person who shall have obtained or 
“ renewed a license under tliis Act to sell beer nnd 
“ spirits within the said police district, shall not 
“ within the time nnd in the manner lioroin-before 
“ directed, deliver or cause to be delivered such 
“ note in writing as aforesaid, or shall neglect to pay or 
“ cause to be paid tho said sum of ten shillings, every 
“ 6nch person shall forfeit and lose the sum of two 
“ pounds.” My contention is that that portion of the 
stntnto dealing with the 2e. Bd. fee of tho cleric of the 
peace lias only relation to the obtaining of tho certificate 
at the time of its being granted, and that there is no fee 
necessary in nny following year on rouewal. It entails 
a great hardship on the trade. It is not tho amount of 
the fee but the filling up of the form and compelling 
payment of the fee, and if the forwnrdiug of tho form is 
neglected it passes into n solicitor’s hands, who imposes 
further penalties on tho trader for neglect. 

65,167. How do yon propose to simplify the pro- 
cedure? — H the fee is charged when tho license is 
obtained only, it will simplify it. I think tho law should 
he made clearer. 
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iUiraau G5,l 68. Then you have somo idea about uniformity of 
J. license, have yon not ?— We have iu Ireland a peculiar 
Dittpsey. system of assessing this duty. Some of the poor low 

valuations lire old ruinations, and somo of them are 

Valuation very recent. The old ones are very moderate, and the 
„f licensed re oeut ones are very high ; but in all the cases, whether 
premises- 0 id or recent, the excise authorities have imposed an addi- 
tional iiO per cent, for the purpose of assessment of 
license duty. I do not know any other case where a 
variation of license duty takes place in any other 
business, only iu this. I would not impose the same 
license in n rural district as I would in an urban dis. 
trict or iu a large city ; but if the license duty pro- 
duced tho same by equalising the duly for all tho 
licensed houses, I consider it would be an improvement 
iu the system and would stop a great deal of friction, 
and I believe injustice. All other trades we know of 
are charged a uniform lioense duty, and I do not blow 
how this system has come to be introduced into our 
trade. In Ireland I should suy we pay the same pm 
rata duty, referring to assessment, as in England, and 
we do not think it just at all that we should pay as high 
a duty for a public-house in u country that lias been 
practically depopulated, os in a country that has been 
increasing in population so extensively as on this side 
of the channel. 

65.169. You cannot tell me that yonr own district of 
Eolfnst bos been depopulated ? — I am not speaking in 
this case of Belfast, but of Ulster and the rest of tho 
country. Only Belfast lias been increasing. 

65.170. It has increased enormously, I believe p — 
Very largely. 

65.171. During this century it has increased tremeu- 
donsly ? — Yes, I think bo. It is exceptional in that 
respect The rest of the north of Ireland, unless it is 
Dundalk, has not been increasing, but haa been 
decreasing. 

Appeals. 65,172. Then with regard to the question of appeals, 
you have some suggestions to make as to that P — We 
agree with the statements made, I think by our 
Becorder of Belfast and the Kecorder of Dublin, and 
some of the other judges that have given evidence here 
that there should be on appeal from the recorder. 
Tliero is not at present an appeal from the recorder. 
As I explained before, the recorder i8 the sole judge 
in oities. In England yon have what is practically an 
appeal to the confirmation sessions from an wl interim 
court. Wo luivo no such thing as that in Belfast ; and 
ns wo desire that tho authority for dealing with licensee, 
both publicans' licenses and spirit grocers’ licenses, 
should bo centred iu tlio recorder and county court 
judge, wo should desire the right of appeal in all cases 
to the judges of assize, and it is givau to me here as 


the two judges of assize which moans, that they should Alderman 
sit together in such a ease. J. 

65.173. You endorse the sentiments of the previous D empse y. 

witness with reference to avowed prohibitionists taking 0 . . , 

a seat on the magisterial bench P — Yea, there seems to " - 8 

be some abuse in that regard. 

65.174. Then with regard to spirit grocers’ licenses? g p ; r ; t 
— The spirit grocers’ licenses have been granted, arid grocers, 
are being granted at almost every court, although the 

law gives tho justices the discretion to confine them- 
selves to granting such licenses at the annual licensing 
sessions. We think that those spirit grocers’ licenses 
should in future be granted by the county court judge, 
and the recorder with the same right of appeal, and 
that the valuation should be 301. and upwards, and it 
is suggested that consumption on the premises should be 
evidence of sale. 

65,176. Then with reference to the hours of opening Sunday 
and closing ? — The hours are satisfactory in Belfast, closing, &c. 
There is practically no agitation in Belfast that has been 
increasing in any sense since 1878. I was here when 
Mr. Wilkinson gave his evidence about some vote he 
took in 1882. As you have referred to the increase of 
tho oity, I may say that we have had a very considerable 
number of English and others come to reside in the 
city, and the habits of the people are strengthened with 
reference to their objection to further restriction. 

The habits of the people are of that character that a vote 
taken now, in my opinion, would be very much against 
the vote that was taken even in 1882. There is no 
growth of sentiment or opinion in favour of Sunday 
closing. I hold that it is directly the other way. The 
Sunday dosing originated in a desire to stop all amuso- 
ments or ont-door recreation. They objected to rail- 
way trains ; they objected to steamers going to Bangor ; 
in fact, they objected to all out-door recreation or en- 
joyment, and the agitation has been altogether abandoned 
in Belfast. The gentlemen who are so philanthropic 
on week days close altogether on Sundays, and Belfast 
would be a very desolate place if the public-houses 
were closed altogether on Sunday. The public-houses 
seem to me to be the only places where people can 
resort under any circumstances in Belfast. 

65,170. The Sunday closing has been very beueficial 
in Scotland. Take Glasgow, for instance, which has a 
very similar population to Belfast? — No ; it is a totally 
different population in Belfast. We have so many 
English in Belfast, and we know the feelings of tho 
people very well. If there was not a business on 
Sundays in Belfast the public-houses would not cater 
for it. There is a large business to do, and some time 
ago the police mado the following return of the persons 
who attended 20 public-houses on a Saturday and 
Sunday in Belfast : — 


Betuu.v showing the Number of Persons who entered 20 Public-houses (four from each District) in each House 
from C p.m. to 11 p.m. on Saturday, 14th April 1888, and from 2 p.m to 7 p.m. on Sunday, 15th April 1888. 



Saturday, 14th April 1888. 

Sunday, 15th April 1888. 

°f 





10 p.m. 


2p.ra. 

3 p.m. 

4 p.m. 5 p.m. ' (i p.m. 




i to 

to 

to | 

to 

Total. 






7p.ra. 

I H P“- . 

9 p.m. 

10 p.m. 1 



Sp.m. 

4 p.m. 

5 p.m. 1 0 p.m. j 7 p.m. 


20 | 

1,000 

1 1,898 ’ 

1,891 

1,895 

3,170 

9,514 

l.tsec i 

1,33d 

i 1 

1,814 1,086 1,502 

6,794 


We have about 650 public-houses, and if this is a correct 
return, and the 6,794 was multiplied by 30, it would 
represent 203,820 on Sunday. It would have to be 
taken into consideration that a great number of those 
people might have gone into more than one public- 
house. Then on Saturday it would represent 285,420. 
Tho return denotes that there is a large demand for 
refreshments nt the periods when the houses are proposed 
to be closed by the Irish Sunday Closing Act. 

ftimptaisn- 65,177. Then with reference to the question of 

0l11 - compensation for licenses that are suppressed. I think 
yon have something to say, have you not ? — In Belfast, 
with the improvements that have been made, licensed 
houses have been pulled down, and according to the 
decisions that we know of, the arbitrator lias 
only awarded three years’ compensation for the 


estimated profits. The consequence of that has been 
that it was a matter of the evicted trader endeavouring 
to get a new license somewhero else to complete the 
compensation according to the value of the premises he 
held. We consider that there should be some alteration 
in the law to admit of the licensed persons being fnlly 
compensated for his premises when lie is compulsorily 
ejected. 

65.178. For premises required by the municipality for 
the purpose of improvement ? — Yes. there isaBill before 
Parliament by the Belfast Harbour Commissioners, 
and I think there will be seven licensed houses pulled 
down and extinguished under that Bill. 

65.179. Then with reference to clubs, I understand 
you suggest they should be licensed ? — I tliink that my 
association have altered their opinion about that and 
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changed it to 41 registered.” I do not know whether 
registration would enwr the case or not. In tlie ease of 
registration of lodging-houses or dairies, or anything 
else of that. kind, tlio inspecting authority is a local 
officer, but to supervise clubs that ftro suspected of 
anything, a local officer would not be sufficient, it would 
require a constabulary officer. 

65,1 SO. You suggest further that the club-house 
should he of a certain value ? — We suggest it should be 
401. in value. The association lias struck out that 
portion about the license duty in cousequeneo of tho 
word “ licensed ” being changed to “ registered but 
they say that off sale for consumption off the premises 
should uot be permitted in olubs. 

65.181. Your association propose further to license 
confectioners' shops where mineral waters are dispensed ? 
— That is also withdrawn. 

65.182. Yon have departed from that also ? — Yes. 

(15,183. Since when have you come to these altera- 
tions P — It was done recently ; last week, I think. 

85.184. (Mr. Younger.) Did you hand the nmended 
statement in f — I am not sure whether it was handed in 
or not. W e intended to hand it in. 

65.185. (MV. Gordon.) Is there any point in your 
evidence which I havo omitted, and which you would 
like to state P — Wo liad a statement made with reference 
to the voting in Belfast at election contests. There was 
one case quoted here of Mr. Johnston, who ia the 
present member, and liis opponent, who was Dr. Seeds, 
and it was said against us that Dr. Seeds was tho 
vintners’ friend, and Mr. Johnston was the temperance 
advocate. He was then and is now. 

05.186. (Mr. Young.) He was returned? — Yes. Mr. 
Johnston was returned. Upon that issue another 
gentleman came on the 6cenc, a Mr. John Shaw Brown, 
and while Dr. Seeds anti Mr. Johnston would have hail 
a very fair contest, the dominant party — the Conservative 
party — abandoned Dr. Seeds, and the oontest was more 
between Mr. John Shaw Brown and the Liberals than 
against Dr. Seeds turd Mr. Johnston. Since then we 
have had another contest which occurred in January 
1896, after the death of Sir Edward Harland. 

65.187. (Mr. Gordon.) Are you quoting this to show 
the influence of the licensed vintners in Belfast P — I am 
quoting it to show that those contests have not anything 
to do with the strength or influence of the temperance 
vote. 

G5.1S8. (Mr. Younger.) Evidence has boon already 
led hero to show that it had a bearing on tho local 
opinion about the Sunday Closing ActF — Quite so. 
The question, ns I have tried to explain, was uot an 
issue between the trade and tho temperance people. 
This laBt election might bo cited by ns as au issue 
between ourselves and tho temperance people, but we 
do not even put it forward as that. Sir James Hnslett 
is a strong supporter of the temperance position, and 
tho man who contested with Mm, a politically unknown 
man, wits a publican. He at present sells most of 
the licensed public-houses that nro put up for sale, 
so that ho was a great friend of tho publicans’ interest. 
The poll was llnBlett 8595 ; Turner :S434. Sir James 
Haslett hud only a majority of 161, but 1 do not 
put that forward os being a test question at all. 
One of my colleagues in the Belfast Corporation, 
councillor Taylor, gave evidence here ; we do not put 
this forward cither ; bnt wo have the addresses of the 
labour candidates for the town council. There has been 
no issue in an election between the trade on the ouo 
side and tho temperance people on the other, and in 
none of the addresses has there been any reference to 
Sunday closing qnestious. So that Mr. Wilkinson, we 
thiuk, has been bringing matters in that do not properly 
apply. He referred also to a question hero with re- 
ference to coffee stands. I took some action in that 
matter myself, because there was a memorial got np by 
the lodging-house keepers iu Belfast, and I think 30 or 
40 signatures were attached to it. I have tho memorial 
here, but the signatures nnfortunntely have been taken 
off it. I know all about tho particulars of the memorial, 
and it was presented both to the Harbour Commis- 
sioners and the Town Council. The result of it was 
that they revised some of their lettings to tire Temper- 
ance League. One of them was only revised last year - . 
They hold one of their best coffee atnnds in the centre 
of wliat is called Police Square, right opposite the 
town hall, and for yean and years they only puid Is. a 
year for it. That was increased in September last to 


47. a year, whilst in other parts of the town and in the 4/j 
neighbourhood of the markets they were paring j l ~ 
137. 15s. each for three of them that had been conjointly La,,, 
attached to each other, and in other parts of the town 
they pay 107. 12s., and such sums sis tlmt, for the coffee 
stands. We do not mind if they were purely for the public 
good, but there is more than that in it. I have here 
the statement of accounts of the Temperance League, 
which is carrying on this agitation, which has coat my 
trade a vast sum of money and expenditure, and lms 
been productive of nothing so far. They have to the 
credit an amount obtained by transfer from the trading 
account of 9277. 11s. 7<7. That is for tlie year 1897^ 
which looks ns if then- position in this matter of the 
coffee stands is not so much for tho public good as for 
the purpose of making money for tlie carrying on of a 
propaganda, most of tho expenditure is in offices, 
salaries of offioors, and agency staff, speoial meetings, 
deputations, and so on. Literature for the League 
journal, he., 466/. ; meetings and deputations, 2447. ; 
salaries of officers, 824i. ; travelling expenses of agents, 

1721. All this is for running this propaganda that 
there is no special philanthropy attached to. 

65.189. (Mr. Gordon.) You mean that they sell coffee 
for the purposes of profit P — Yes. 

65.190. There is no harm in tlratP — There is no 
objection to it, but there is objection to their getting 
coffee stands free of rent and taxes. 

65.191. Getting the site?— Yea. 

05.192. Are those movable coffee- stands or coffee 
palaces ? — They are put up in the shape of huts iu the 
centre of the street. 

65.193. Small pavilions ? — I have the memorial to the 
Harbour Commissioners here, and it says: “The 
“ valuations for such sites are generally very low, and 
“ consequently only small taxes are incurred; whilst 
“ the money for the carrying on of the business is, in 
“ most cases, raised by public subscriptions.” I 
suppose they carry out that part. Then: “On the 
“ other hand we, who are soiling similar articles in the 
“ vicinity of these 'stands, have in the ordinary course 
" to pay heavy rents ns well as taxes. and in many cases 
“ onr families are entirely dependent for their support 
“ upon our business, whilst these stands arc monnged 
“ at the lowest possible expense, only one person as a 
“ rule being employed. Wo are, therefore, placed nt 
“ serious disadvantages iu eonsoqnoueo of fcuo unfair 
“ competition to which wo nro subjected. Those iu- 
1 1 terested in the success of tlio stands for which nominal 
“ rents are paid, have publicly stated tlmt these stands 
“ were not only self-supporting, lint returned a good 
“ profit, and in some cases a 10 per cent, dividend hail 
“ been paid." 

65.194. Yon have been giving ns some statistics to 
prove tho strength of your trade in Bolfast. If yon aro 
so strong you can surely arrange your municipal matters 
without coming to nsP — We should uot bring this 
matter before the Commission at all. It lias beou 
brought before the Commission by the temperance 
secretary. Wo do not attach importance to this as a 
question for the Royal Commission. 

65.195. If you do not nttuoli importance to it why 
bring it forward ? — It lias already been brought forward. 

I do not attach importance to it. It is simply correcting 
an erroneous impression tlint we are persecuting these 
people. We are not doing anything of the sort, and 
have no disposition to interfere with them. 

65.196. ( Dean Dickxnwn.) Tlie impression that was 
left on the Commission by Mr. Wilkinson's testimony 
was the very one that is confirmed by yon now, that tlio 
publicans were opposed to the establishment of these 
coffee stands as producing au unfair competition with 
them ? — No, not on that ground. 

65.197. Tlmt is the ground you stated ? — No. 

65.198. Tlie memorial states they were placed in low 
rented plnces, and were iu unfair competition with the 
trade? — The lodging-house people and refreshment- 
house people are not publicans. It was the refresh- 
ment house people who complainod, not the publicans. 

65.199. Do you think it is au unfair tiling on tho part 
of the Temperance League to establish the coffee stands 
on commercial principles ?— Certainly not. 

65.200. Do not you think that purely philanthropic 
coffee would not be at all as likely to be sold as coffee 
sold on commercial principles giving a fair article for a 
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merman to price ? — I should not object at all if they would 
• j cator the whole way round. They do not cater on 
n.sp*f- Sundays. 

■ — ' 65,201. What are the publioans? Do they exist as 

pure philanthropists, or for the purpose of muking profit 
out of their busintss? — We call them a portion of the 
Revenue Collecting Department of the State. 

65.202. Then it is from patriotic principles that you 
exist ? — I do not think so. We are something like the 
Inland Revenue department over here. 

65.203. What is the number of tied houBCs as far as 
you know in Belfast ? — I could not answer that question. 

65.204. You have always been an opponent of the 
tied-honso system ? — I do not know. I have not taken 
any side in it at all. 

65.205. Did you bring an action a few years ago 
against Sir Charles Cameron for defamation ? — I did. 

05.206. What was the subject of his defamation?— I 
can give yon the particulars of it. 

65.207. He spoke of a certain article manufactured by 
you as a brewer as a debased article ? — I will tell you 
about the caae if you wish to have it out. I was 
supplying, as a brewer, some publicans in a small 
country town called Holywood, four miles from Belfast. 

A snrnple was taken of a cask of porter that wns on 
draught at a publio-lionso belonging to a man named 
John Andorson. I think a pint was taken, and it was 
divided into three parts and a portion wns sent to Sir 
Charles Cameron, who was then analyst for the county 
Down. He sent a report that this sample of porter 
contained 5 per cent, of alcohol, and, I think, 4 ■ 50 of 
solids. His contention was that it did not contain as 
much solids ns porter supplied to workhouse infirmaries. 

65.208. He criticised it as a debased article P — He 
criticised it ns not sufficiently strong. 

65.209. Were not those the words ho used in his 
certificate— “ u debased article ”? — I do not think so. 

65.210. His certificate wns upheld by the justices P — 
Tho justices fined the publican 51. It was appealed 
then to the quarter sessions, and he attended and said 
that the sample was perfectly sound and free from 
adulteration ; that ho had given to a Commission evi- 
deneo that there ought to bo a standard for porter and 
thoro is uo standard as far as porter is concerned in the 
trade. Thoro has been a standard created for spirits 
but not for porter, and I produced ovideuco that this 
was nu avorago strong commercial article. 

65.211. The Belfast court at tho assizes upheld Sir 
Charles Cameron’s certificate P — I took an action against 
him on liis certificate for libel. Ho repeated it in sevoral 
of his grand jury reports, to the injury of my busi- 
ness, and I brought tho action and I failed in the 
action. 

66.212. Sir Charles Cameron’s certificate wns upheld? 
— He swoj-e himself that there was no adulteration. It 
was a question of whether there was a standard of 
gravity for porter or ale, or not, and I am informed 
there never was a prosecution of the same sort before 
nor since. 

65.213. Have you much shebeening in Belfast ?— I 
could not answer that question. I see an occasional 
case of shebeening. There may be more than we know 
of, but I have no doubt there are cases. 

65.214. Do yon know of them? — I do not know about 
them personally, but I have seen cases that appear in 
the newspapers. 

65.215. (Mr. Walker.) With reference to this action, 
the Court held that you had not been injured in any 
way by the statement of Sir Charles Cameron?— It was 
tlie jury decided the case. 

65.216. The jury held that ?— I am perfectly satisfied 
about my position in the matter still. 

65.217. At the same time he acknowledged that the 
article was pure F — Certainly. 

hcoITee 65,218. May I refer to this matter of the ooffoe stands. 

'■uk. When Mr. Wilkinson was before the Commission I 
think it was implied that the Temperanco League had 
obtained concessions from the council, and, to use his 
own words, nt first it was looked upon as simply a 
philanthropic movement, but they had found out it was 
a very good commercial thing, and the income arising 
from it was used for the purpose of annoying or injuring 
the trado. What T want to ask you is, being a member 
of the council, you would probably know what was the 


rental paid in the first instance and the rental poiduovr, Alderman 
for these coffee stands in the street ? — I venture to say J. 

it has gone np from 10s. to 301. in some cases. Dempsey. 

65.219. That was not increased till after oxpostnla- 2 _| jf u .. > 3 g 

tion ?— By these people— the refreshment-house keepers. ' 

65.220. After their expostulation, then, the council 
increased, the rent? — Yes, and so did the Harbour 
Commissioners. 

65.221. Is this Temperance League very much in 
evidence in Belfast? — Only at tho annual meeting 
times. 

65.222. Do they publish a paper hero ? — They do. 

65.223. Do you peruse its pages? — Not often. I 
think ii has a very small free circulation. The magis- 
trates get it free. 

65.224. Do you know that it was stated by a witness 
that they employed three professional agitators for the 
purpose of rousing up opposition to the licenses, and iu 
favour of Sunday closing ? — That lias been the mission 
of the association since its formation. 

65.225. Am I right in saying that the money from 
the commercial undertaking of selling coffee in these 
kioske in the streets enables them to pay the salaries of 
those men for persecuting the licensed trade? — So it 
appears from their own published accounts. Eveu in 
case of their principal place in Lombard Street, they 
close that at times that snit themselves, and do not open 
at all on Sunday. 

65.226. The Temperance League did obtain conces- 
sions in the cause of temperance from the council, which 
would have been extremely valuable if they had been 
given to the publio in competition ? — No doubt of it. 

65.227. One word with regard to the removal of Removals 
licenses. I think yon expressed an opinion that there aad sur- 
shonld be no removal of licenses from one district to renders, 
another district, because it would seriously interfere 

with the interests of the already existing licenses?— 

That is the opinion of my association. We have found 
it act so iu practice. 

65.228. But if it was permitted as the law is in England 
that the license should be removed from a congested dis- 
trict to n district without any accommodation whatever, 
you would raise no objection ? — We regard the houses in 
the congested districts as of very little value. Wo re- 
gard » removal to a uew district as increasing the value 
instantaneously to the person interested. 

65.229. Wonld yon linve any objection to that? — Yes, 
we should. 

65.230. You would have an objection to a license being 
transferred from a congested district that had no accom- 
modation whatever ?— Yes, wo object to that. What wo 
say is that if a. license is in a congested district it ought 
to be purchased and put an end to. 

65.231. (Mr. Hyslop.) With reference to this snrrouder 
of licenses, is it prevalent in Belfast that one, or two, 
or three old licenses ore given up ? — No, we have not 
many cases of the sort — very few cases. In fact, the 
old parts of the city are the best ports of the city for 
trade. 

65,282. In snoh a case, where these one, two, or three 
licenses are given for a new license, do I understand 
yon to say yon wonld compensate those that were 
surrendered ? — Certainly. 

65.233. In what way P — By the same authority that 
would receive tbe money for the new licenses, if such a 
thing wore granted. 

65.234. I think yon referred to a Bill that was brought Compensu- 
in in 1889, with reference to a sum of money being col- tion. 
lected from the trade and used for the purpose oi 
compensating those superfluous licenses P — In 1890 the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer imposed a duty of 6d. 

per gallon on whisky and 3 it. per barrel on beer. I 
was over here at the time and hod some negotiations 
with one of the officials through our member. The 
amount that was proposed to be our share in Ireland 
for the reduction of licenses wns estimated at 40,0001. a 
year, The negotiations had gone so far that I think 
it was practically arranged if it came into law that we 
should get an advanced loan for 10 years on onr pro- 
portion of it for this purpose. The business was not 
carried out. They laid ou the duty, but did not carry 
out tho arrangement for reducing the number of 
liceuBOs, and I think tho obstacle we had on our side 
S s 4 
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was that we had no county councils. There was nobody 
outside tlio municipalities to mnnago this business, and 
they proposed to tie it up. 

65.235. In your opiniou any compensatiou that is 
given ought to be of a monetary character ? — Oertaiuly. 

65.236. No time limit ? — 1 would uot moke any 
exchanges whatever. 

65.237. Do you remember the exact amount that was 
collected for that purpose from the 6d. on spirits and 
3d. on beer in 1 890 P — I think in our country it amounted 
to 120,000/. a year. 

65.238. The Excise collection amounted to 1,300,0001.? 
— That would include the three kingdoms. 

65.239. Was any portion of that ever obtained P — It 
was appropriated to something else ; and what we say 
in Ireland is that in the three countries, I think, it has 
been admitted there are too many licenses in places. 
I am not going to give evidence about there being too 
many licenses in Belfast. I do not touch that, because 
it is well known that we are increasing in population ; 
but in the country towns the trade, in consequence of 
the decrease in population, has fallen off enormously, 
and something in the nature of reducing the public- 
houses in those places would be a great boon to the 
people and the business. 

65.240. You remember that that sum was allocated 
for three purposes ?— Yes, I am aware of that. 

65.241. A third portion was to go towards the purchase 
of these licenses —436.000/. for the three kingdoms P — 
Yes. 

65.242. Not one farthing of that money has been 
applied from that day? — Not a farthing. We always 
regarded the position as that we were deceived, because 
we did not object to any portion of the proposal of the 
Chancellor, and ho earned his Budget, and it was on 
the pretence that we should got tins money for the 
reduction of licenses in Ireland. 

65.243. With reference to the dealers you spoke of 
having obtained a wine and spirit license to sell off the 
premises. You have told us to-day the police have 
interfered and almost, if not quite, compelled them to 
have retail licenses and sell on the premises ? — Quite so. 

65.244. Are the police allowed to take any port in com- 
pelling peoplo to do a thing of that kind?— It, was under 
the threat that if they would not sell ns an ordinary 
publican tlieir licenses would bo opposed on renewal. 
They took it up in this way, that the oortificote would 
not be tme, that they had conducted their premises in a 
peaceable and orderly manner. 

65.245. Would there be any investigation at the 
nnmml licensing sessions with reference to such a case? 
— One case was decided last week where the police 
opposed a wholesale dealer’s license, Messrs. MoN eight 
and Dickson’s, because they would not sell for consump- 
tion on the premises. Their premises are convenient to 
the town hall, and they were entirely in the wholesale 
trade and did not want to bring any ordinary customers 
amongst tlieir clerks and porters. The magistrates 
renewed the license, and the police authorities took the 
case to the Court of Queen's Bench. It was decided 
last week, and the decision did uot appear to have come 
from the judges, but the wholesale dealers withdrew 
their claim to have the license and abandoned the 
certificate. 

65.246. Might I take it that thoro were any numbor of 
old licensed houses in the immediate neighbourhood or 

n the locality where theso licenses were granted? — 
Certainly ; it was not for the convenience of the public 
those licenses were granted. It was for the convenience 
of the wholesale dealers, who wanted to supply private 
customere in jars and small quantities. 

65.247. Is it not your opinion this would be a very 
serious in jury ou the existing license-holders ? — Un- 
doubtedly, compelling them to sell ns publicans. 

65.248. Then about tho uniformity of license. I 
think you observed that there was no other trade or 
profession in the country in which licenses were 
granted but were granted on tho same basis except 
that of the publican?— I know a distiller pays 10 
guineas and a brewer li., no matter wlrnt the extent of 
the trade is. 

65.249. There is a stereotyped scale on which these 
licenses ore granted?— Yes. 

65.250. Whut you complain of is the fluctuation of 
the license ?— Yes. What we complain of largely is 


that in some of the cases where the houses really want Aid 
improving, and would possibly be improved, the j" 
prospect of an enormous increase iu the license duty JW, 
prevents the people from laying out their money. - 

65.251. Did the Act of 1872 apply to Ireland with 
reference to the scale of licensing duty ?— It was the 
1880 Customs Act. 

65.252. liefer to the Act of Lord Aberdare? The 

3872 Act did apply to Ireland. 

65.253. The scale of licenses going on the basis of 
rateable value did not apply to Ireland ?— It did not 
come in in that Aot, but in tho Customs and Inland 
Revenue Aot of 18S0 where tho settle was altered. 

65.254. It was in the Budget of 1880 that the scale 
was laid down ?— Yes. 

65.255. Was that scale made applicable to Ireland ?— 

It was. and that is oue of our complaints that we were 
raised in the license duty iu Ireland upon the same 
principle os they increased the license duty in England, 
and it was not justifiable because we liave not the 
increasing population or increasing business that you 
have got over here. 

65.256. Y ou mentioned a circumstance with regard to 
20 public-houses being selected for the purpose of 
obtaining a knowledge of how many people entered 
them. Were those 20 houses a fair criterion of the 
public-houses in Belfast? — I could uot tell you. ThoBe 
were taken by the police officer’s. 

65.257. Could you tell me whether the houses selected 
were the houses of the greatest onll or the least call ?— 

They do not soy that. 

65.258. Then the return may have no meaning P— I 
can only give yon the figures that I have. It could not 
be possibly true that they were all individual callers. 

65.259. If selected for a certain purpose there is no 
doubt they were houses of the greatest call P — Possibly. 

The policeman was posted at the door and entered them 
in a book. 

65.260. (3fr. Robrrit.) We linve had evidence lately Tie 
from Ireland ns to the strong feeling eutertninod by the clergy v 
Itouian Catholic bishops with reference to the drink Sunil; 
traffic. Do you happen to know tho view entertained dosing, 
by your bishop iu your district ?— I know that Mr. Wil- 
kinson line been seeing him pretty often, because ho 
complained about the last visit that Mr, Wilkinson paid 

to him, and told me he would lmvo nothing more to do 
with him. I do uot know what lias happened liotwoon 
them particularly. He is not a Sunday closer at all 
events, and I would say this of nil bishops mid clergymen, 
that their view of some things would lie a very extreme 
one if they were nllowod to carry it out. 

65.261. Do you agree with the view of your bishop 
on this temperance question gouomlly ?— I do not know 
— I have not his views. I do not think I have seen his 
views in writing. 

65.262. Is it a fact that you do not now hold a 
public-house ?— It is a fact. I own a public-house but 
I am uot working it. 

65,268. You ore not the tenant? — I am not the teunnt. 

65,204. That would be iu accordance with tho view of 
the bishop referred to ?— Certainly not. Tho bisbop 
does not interfere with ns that fur — no bishop vvonld. 

65,265. I want to ask yon a question as to these 
coffee stalls. A reference lias been made by an 
Hon. Commissioner to their annoying and injuring tho 
trade. I suppose that v would bo tho view entertained 
by yourself, would it ? — I do uot think that they arc 
entitled to take so much credit for philanthropy as they 
appear to have clone before this Commission. 

65,260. In wliat way would they, in your opiuion, 
annoy and injure the trade ? — They carry on this 
Sunday closing movement which has had various 
vicissitudes for the last 20 years or more, and I think 
it vvonld lrnvo censed iu Irckmd long ago only for this 
little investment they have hero iu coffee stands. 

65.267. You think the obvious fact is that because The®*' 
people get their wants supplied at these coffee stalls suwt*- 
they trade less with the ordinary public- houses - 1 do 

not think so. 

65.268. How would they annoy and injure tho trade 

if that were not so? — I do not* know that I used the 
words “annoy and injure tho trade.” What I com- 
plained about was the assessing of the coffee stand, I 

when they produced a revenue on the trading account 
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iUtr*a» °f uear 'y 1,000?., for the purpose of carrying on this 
•’ j Temperance League ngitation, which is mainly in the 
Dtapscy. direction of Irish Sunday closing. 

— 65,269. Because they in that way indirectly injure 

your particular trade— financially. That is why you 
object to them ? — It costs us money to contest this thing 
with them. 

65.270. Your objection is solely a financial one?— Wo 
have to show ns much life as they do. 

65.271. You do not consider the other issues at stake 
in the matter. You simply regard it from the financial 
standpoint of your own trade?— We know it is a 
necessity for ns to protect ourselves as best we can. 

65.272. Yon have referred, I think, to a memorial 
that was presented to the council with reference to the 
rent, have you not ?— Yes. 

65.273. Did you give the Commission the names 
appended to that memorial ?— No, but I can do so. 

65.274. Have you got the names by you? — I have 
them, but unfortunately this copy has been mutilated. 

65.275. Have you got them now? — I can give the 
names. 

65.276. But have you got them now P — No. 

65.277. {Mr. Gordon.) You could send them in? — 
Yes. 

65.278. {Mr. Roberts.) Can you give them now P — No, 
because the copy I bad has got mislaid. 

65.279. (Dean Dickinson.) Were not some of those 
signatures proved to have been not genuine ? — They 
were printed with the addresses. 

65.280. Were they not proved to be not genuine ? — Cer- 
tainly not Thoy were always admitted to be genuine 
from anything I know about them. 

65.281. Are you prepared to have that list of names 
verified P— Certainly, if they are living. 

65.282. {Mr. Roberts.) When was the memorial 
signed ?— It is some years ago. 

65.283. How long ago ? — In 1894. 

j, 65,284. By how many ?— I think there were 30 names 

to it of those refreshment-house keepers. 

65.285. Wcro they all refreshment-house keepers P— 
Thoy were all refreshment-house keepers. Not one 
was a publican. 

65.286. You have not the names by you ? — I have not 
them now. I had them last week. 

65.287. May I ask why you are not prepared with 
them ? — This is not the copy I had. In this copy the 
names are cut off. 

65.288. Why would that be P— I could not tell you. 
It did not come through me. It was not mine. 

65.289. Is it not rather strange that you should 
present a memorial with the names tom off ?— I am not 
presenting it in any way. I had th'e memorial with the 
names attaolied to it, and I thought it was with usj 
and this is the only copy, and this is not my oopy. 

65.290. You only discovered this afternoon that the 
names hod been torn off?— I discovered lost week I 
could not get the oopy. I knew then I had not got the 
names. 

65.291. Did you write for a copy of the names ? — We 
have not got another copy. 

65.292. The names have disappeared altogether? — 
We can got you the names, and possibly a copy. 

65.293. I would only press the matter one point 
further. Is it not the fact that whether those names 
represented refreshment-house keepers or not, they were 
instigated to sign by mombers of your trade ?— Possibly 
that is so, because I have hero a document — I was not 
engaged in this business myself— addressed to Sir 

I Samuol Black, Knight, town dork of Belfast, and 
signed by the secretary of the Belfast and Ulster 
Vintners’ Association. 

Ike coffee 65,294. What does he say ?— He says : “ I am directed 
Semis. “ by the board of management of the above association 
“ to place before the city council our views regarding 
“ the coffee stands held by the IriBh Temperance League 
“ on the public streets— the property of the ratepayers — 
“ at the rent of one shilling per year. On the 29th 
“ ultimo a deputation from our association waited on 
V 9?4 19. 


“ the improvement committee, and urged that fair rents Alderman 
“ should be charged on these stands.” j. 

_ 65,295. That was a deputation from your trade nsso. Dempsey. 
ciation ?— -Yes. “ The committeo, however, passed the a.-TT - . . 

“ following resolution: — ‘That the improvement com- ~ jua - a 
“ * mittee will lie prepared to give similar facilities to 
“ ‘ those enjoyed by the present providers of coffee 
' ‘ ‘ stands to others who will supply similar stands in 
“ * suitable districts, and give equal accommodation and 
“ ‘ advantages to the public.’ ” 

65.296. Does not it appear to be plain from those 
facts that the agitation against the coffee stalls came 
directly from your association ? — Yes, I agree with you 
in that. 

65.297. And was promoted by them ? — Yes. 

65.298. I would shortly refer you to tbo piece of 
evidence given by Mr. Wilkinson lust week with 
reference to yourself. He said : “I think a couple of 
“ weeks ago Mr. Alderman Dempsey moved that the 
“ question of the rent should be reconsidered, and 

there was only one other gentleman, the gentleman 
“ who seconded, prepared to support him.” Is that 
so ? — That is so. It is a small committee. 

65.299. On that occasion you acted, I suppose, for 
your association ? — I would not say for the associa- 
tion. I am not representing the association in the 
corporation. 

65,800. You acted in the interests of your trade ? — 

I acted in the interests of the ratepayers, because I 
considered it was a very low letting. 

65.301. ( Dean Dickinson.) There was only one gentle- 
man to support you P — Yes. 

65.302. (.Mr. Roberts.) What mandate had you from 
the ratepayers to take that action ? — I have no mandate 
on every small item. I took that on my own initiative. 

65.303. (Mr. Buxton.) The city of Belfast is greatly (jompens*- 
onthe increase, I understand ?— It has increased very tion. 
largely. 

65,30-1. There are outlying districts from time to 
time that require a new license? — On the leading 
roads. 

65,305. Where the city expands a new license may 
he required? — On the leading roads before the city 
extended there were licensed houses. 

65.806. Do I understand you to advocate that such a 
new license should be put up for tender ? — I think that 
possibly the most convenient way to do it would be for 
the person who put up the house— the landlord or owner 
— to seek a license and propose to pay a sum of money. 

65.807. Supposing he did not propose to pay enough ? 

— That would be a matter for the authorities. 

65,308. You suggest he should make a payment P — 

Certainly. 

65,809. An hon. Commissioner asked you the question 
how suppressed licenses were to be compensated. 

Would that make a nucleus for a compensation fund ? — 

Ido uot thi nk that we have much to deal within the case 
of suppressing licenses in Belfast. 

65.310. I only point out a manner in which it might 
be done P — It would help to balance the account. 

65.311. You suggest a payment should be made in 
return for a now lioense P — Exactly. 

65.312. Would it not to a certaiu extent assist the 
suppression of licenses not required, which I understood 
you to speak of in your evidence P — I did not say in 
Belfast that we have such cases. 

65,318. I thought you said there was a plethora of 
licenses in some parts of Belfast ? — I did not say so. I 
said that possibly some of the worst houses in the centre 
of the city were much more valuable than houses in the 
suburbs. 

65.314. Still, if it were intended to reduce the number 
of licenses in a congested district the means would be 
found by the sale of licenses iu a new district .’—Quite 
so. 

65.315. (Mr. Young.) You do not think that in the Surren 
rapidly increasing city of Belfast there ore too many ders. 
licenses ? — I do not think so. What I do say is that in 

the new districts every new street has either one or two 
spirit grocers in it. 

65.316. Do I understand yon to say that you would 
not allow anyone to transfer a license from one part of 
the city to another to a better house P — No. We consider 

Tt 
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Alderman that a person who does that is gaining very con- 
J. siderable benefit and advantage. It is only a house that 
Dempsey, has got into a very dilnpidntod Htnte, and possibly the 

terms between the landlord and tenant are not safcia- 

2 4 May ’98 factory that would be removed at all. 

65.317. Yon do not object to a transfer of snch a 
house to n better house in another district? — In the 
same district we do not object. 

65.318. Any district ? — Yes, we object to it in another 
district. 

65.319. Do you think, with reference to the licensing 
authoiity, that there should be some local magistrates 
as well as the county court judge or recorder ? — I do 
not know. It would be an experiment in any ease. 

65.320. May I ask yon luis your association any 
authentic acconnt of the meetings said to be held by 
the Temperance League. It has been said here that 
there were very influential meetings held in various 

arts, which showed the tendency of pnblic opinion ? — 
t seems to mo that a great deal of the present year’s 
business arises from tno subscription of a Mr. A. F. 
Hills, of Faningdon Street, who it appears gave 500?. 
for this agitation. 

Sunday 65,821. It has been said here that the tendency of 
closing. opinion in Belfast has year- by year been strengthened 
for Sunday closing. Is that your opinion ? — Our 
opinion is that it is strengthened by agitation on this 
side of the Channel, because they wish to use the Irish 
question as a leverage for English Sunday closing. 
That is our opinion. 

65,322. Then I think I understood you to say that 
public opinion rather is in the other direction. I under- 
stood you to Bay that it was not only the Sabbatarian 
view of the question, but yon said there was an opinion 
averse to amusements and, I may take it, theatres and 
trams and things of that kind on Sundays P — Quite so. 

65, ‘423. And that, consequently, with those old opinions 
there was an opposition to public-houses ? — Quite no. 

65.324. Is it your opinion that as that question of 
Sunday observance passes away yon will have the 
rational view of allowing every one to have their refresh- 
ment if they like ? — Decidedly. The people are quite 
able to control and take care of themselves. They iu - e 
quite ns lit on our side of the channel as on this side to 
use public-houses properly. 

65.325. You are opposed to Sunday closing as one 
that has had groat experience P — It is not a measure 
that will at all conduce to improvement in temperance 
matters. 


65.326. Do you think it would lead to more drinking .. . 
at home P — It might certainly have that effect. 

65.327. I think you object to those licenses which are 

held by distillers? — I do not object to them, but I — 
object to there being no other way of these traders J 1 * 
carrying on their business than by giving them a 
publican's lioense, and they have converted the whole- Jr™ 0 *** 
sole dealers' adjunct to a license into a publican’s 3 ce ' 
license — several of them. P 1 ™ 4 

ucensc. 

65.328. Then would you think that the three-guinea 
license which is held in England should be also given in 
Ireland by an Act of Parliament? — According to the 
wholesale section of the trade they seem to desire it, and 
I do not seo why they should not have it, if it suits 
them. 

65.329. On payment of the retail license ? — Quito so. 

65.330. ( Dean Dirkineon.) Are you not aware that the 
Sunday closing ngitntion. us you call it. was earned on 
largely by Bomnn Catholic bishops, clergy, and others 
who are not so very strict on the Sabbatarian observance 
of Sunday ?— I am quite sure that all clergymen will 
join a movement of the sort if they think it will benefit 
the people. 

65.331. Not because Sunday was a good day but 
because they thought whisky was a bad thing and 
particularly dangerous on Sunday, being a holiday and 
men being free from work. It was not on Sabbatarian 
principles at all, but because, being a holiday, workmen 
had more opportunity of getting drunk and had more 
temptations to get drunk on Sunday than on any other 
day P — I do not know that it was that. 

65.332. And many of the some people who promoted 
Sunday closing also promoted recreation and the open- 
ing of coffee houses on Sunday?— I kuow this for a 
fact, that the 9 o’clock movement on Saturdays came in 
by an observation from my friend Mr. Dwyer, the 
secretary of the Dublin Licensed Vintners’ Association. 

He said to Mr. Russell, if yon arc so anxious about 
temperance on Sunday why not close the houses earlier 
on Saturday night. Nobody dremnod of it till that 
observation passed from Mr. Dwyer. Ho was us much 
responsible at that time us Mr. Russell, and they were 
lobbying hero togethor with myself in 1872. Mr. Wolff, 
who i'b one of the largest employers of labour in Belfast, 
said to mo tho other day that ho would throw open the 
public-houses all day on Sunday if they could bo dosed 
ou Monday ; so that yon would got variations of every- 
thing before tin's Commission, which would not lead you 
to a settlement of tho question. 


Tho witness withdrew. 


Adjourned to to-morrow at 10.30. 
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ONE HUNDRED AND NINTH DAY. 


Queen’s Robing: Room, House of Lords, Wednesday, May 25th, 1898. 


Tim Right Honouradle the VISCOUNT PEEL in the Okair. 


The Very Rev. TT. H. Dickinson, Deau. 
Edward North Boston, Ebii- 
Alexander Mohison Gordon-, Esq. 
Henry Giuslisg, Esq. 

Samvel Hyslop, Esq. 


Andrew Johnston, Esq. 

John Herbekt Roberts, Esq., M.P. 
Charles Walker, Esq. 

Samvel Yoosg, Esq., M.P. 

George Younger, Esq. 


Mr. Cuaules M’Coiinell called in and examined. 


Sunday 

dosing 

hand fide 
traveller. 


65.334. You are a licensed trader, mostly wholesale, 
in the town of Ballymena ? — Yes. 

65.335. Have you been long in business P — Nearly 
20 years. 

65.336. Not only in Ballymena butthroughout Antrim, 
I suppose, your experience is considerable ? — Yes. 

65.337. Would you desire a simplification of tho 
licensing laws ? — I thiuk it would be necessary. 

65.338. Besides simplification by codification or other- 
wise, you would like, I suppose, that there should bo 
some ebauges in the law P — Yes. 

65.339. Especially with regard to Sunday closing P — 
I think Sunday closing is a failure. 

65.340. In what respect is it a failure P — In most 
towns there is still a Sunday trade. 

05.341. Ib that for tho l>enefi£ of the traveller P— 
Principally. For instance in the coast towns in Antrim 
thero is a lnrgo tourist traffic. There is a great number 
of people como thero on Sundays, and it is certainly tho 
best business day Of the week. 

65.342. You would open the public-houses altogether 
on tho Sunday ? — For a few hours. 

65.343. Whereas they are practically open all day to 
the hoiui fule travellers ? — They are because of the bond 
jlila traveller. 


65.352. You have some gnarautcc, then, that tho liquor 5 
sold in a public licensed house is of good quality ? — It is 
of fairly good quality in the district 

65.353. But yon have no seourity that the stuff that is 
sold as the product of illicit distillation is of any quality 
at all? — On ! it is wretched stuff. Licensed traders 
have told me often that they have seen men coming 
drunk to their premises from this stuff. 

65.354. Do you suppose that this illicit liquor gets 
into tho houses, and is sold by the proper regular 
publican ?— I have no information to that effect. I tiave 
cot heard of any trader doing so. 

65.355. You have not traced this, what you call 


never heard of a single 

65.356. Is it adulterated stuff, or simply badly mode ? 

— Badly made. 

65.357. And very raw and new? — Quite new. 

65.358. Do I understand yon that in the towns, where Tj, e 
you would expect the loud jidc traveller rather to go out bond fide 
than to come in, thero is a Sunday trade ostensibly traveller, 
because of the wants of the bond fide traveller p — In some 
instances there is. 


65,344. You thiuk the bond fide traveller should be traveller clauses. 


65.359. Would you make any difference as to the 
3-milo limit P — I think if houses were open for a few hours 
Sunday thero would be no necessity for bond fide 


restricted to getting his refreshments within certain 
definite hours of tho day P— I think it would be well. 


65.345. Would the publican interest approvo of that, 
os far us you know P — As far as I know, they would. 

65.346. It is irksome to them, is it, to lxs constantly 
at their business, or having an assistant constantly at 


65,360. You would open tho public-houses for what 
hour a ? — I should say from 2 to 5 or 6. 


65,361. Outside those hours you would leave the bond 
fide traveller to shift for himself P — He is not so much 
moving about then. If the houses were open from 2 to 
6 I should say you could increaso the limit to 5 or 6 


Illicit dis- 
tillation, | 


tho business to watch for an odd traveller here and miles for the bond fide traveller, if it were necessary to 
there ? — I know they suffer a great deal of inconvenience have a clause. 

thoreby. _ 65,362. If the houses were open from 2 to 6 to all, it 


65,347. Is there much distillation of an illicit character would be rather hard to exclude tho bond fide traveller 
3 Thant in a rood deal in hnmnsA hn did not. t.v.ivol a rw+nin u 


going on in your district ? — There iB a good deal 
I Kith Antrim and Dorry, principally in South Derry. 


65.348. Does tho country lend itself to that kind of 
business P la it a wild country ?— Not so very wild. 

65.349. I suppose in the mountainous parts of Ireland, 
whore it is very difficult for the police to get access, 
there mostly illicit distillation flourishes P— I believe 
so, but it is not a wild part of the country that I refer to. 

65.350. What is tho roason for the prevalence of 
illicit distillation in Derry and Antrim ?— I do not 


boenuse he did not travel a oertain number- of miles P— 
As it is at present, if he goes 3 miles he >mn get a 
drink throughout tho day, and I think he would be a 
more legitimate bond fide traveller if tho houses wore 
from open 2 to 6. 

65.363. If tho houses are open from 2 to 6 you do not 
need any bond fide traveller at all, or any definition P — 
I would Bay you might have 5 or 6 or 7 miles ; 3 
would he too short a distance if the houses were open. 

65.364. {Mr. Grinling.) I think you mean that the 


know liow it is. but it stoma to bitvo got into that boibl file pweller should got drink dnriitg prohibited 
-i «c, hawked * h0a ' d P 

about tho country. It is taken into the houses and " m ““' 

sold to women ana children, I bclievo. C5,36.». [Ukavnruin.) Besides opening tho houses on 

65 '151 Yon thiuk tho evil of that illioit distillation Sunday where they are now closed from 2 to 6 or 7, you 

would L Zatlv modified or eradicated altogether, would allow the bond Jide traveller to have access to 

2 p Yes I under- those houses before or after those opening hours P — Yes. 

hat on Sunday in if the distance were 6 or 7 miles. 

T t 2 


would be greatly modified c 
do you, if there were Sunday openin 
stand, and I havo been told often t 
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Mr. C. 65,366. You would pot uo restriction on tlic bond 
M'Connell. fid# traveller except the limit of travel ? — No. 

23 Mav ’98 65,367. What doyon think of the licensing authority P 

y — 1 think it does not work satisfactorily in the county. 

65,368. You do not object to the recorder in the city? 
licensing —No. 

authority. 65,360. Nor to the county court judge in the county ? 
— No. 1 think that would he the best plan after all. 

65.370. What would you do with the magistrates : 
would you allow the magistrates to sit with tie county 
court judge ? — I think it would be bettor not. 

65.371. You would relieve the magistrates altogether 
of their duties ? — I think it would be better. 

65.372. As you have a single person, the recorder in the 
city, and the county court judge in the county, would you 
have any appeal from their decisions? Perhaps you 
have not thought that matter over ? Are you able to 
give an opinion ? — There is a good deal of confusion at 
present. For instance those interested in the liquor 
traffic have no voice in the business at all, and pro- 
nounced tcototalcrs and others have every latitude in 
expressing their opinions, and exercising their jurisdic- 
tion. We iu the trade considor that unfair. 

65.373. I gather that you have rather a low opinion of 
the way in which the law is at present administered 
outside the jurisdiction of the recorder ? — Yes ; as it 
is a very great responsibility to place in the hands of 
one man, I think it would he better in the hands of 
the recordor. 

65.374. I understand you to hold a very strong 

r " oion of the way in which the law is administered by 
magistrates ? — I do. 

65,375. I do not want to put words into your mouth, 
but are you of opinion that law is a secondary considera- 
tion with the magistrates ? — In some cases it is. 

65,376. I suppose your objection to the magistrates 
would extend equally to what I may call teetotal magis- 
trates as to a brewer magistrate, or one interested in 
the trade ? — Certainly. 

Canvass- 65,377. Do yon agree with previous witnesses who 
ing. say that there is a good deal of canvassing of magis- 

trates ? — Canvassing on both sides. 

65,378. And that the magistrates are amenable ; that 
they yield to the canvass? — The magistrates in the 
county of Antrim seem to be pretty independent in 
that way. They cannot prevent persons coining to thorn, 
I suppose. 

64,370. When you say that law is not so much 
administered, do you mean to any that the decisions go 
by the canvass rather than by the requirements of the 
law ? — Undoubtedly inllaenre has a groat deal to do 
with licensing applications. 

65,380. That they cannot resist the pressure put upon 
them ? — I do not know. 

65,381. Well, that they do not? — 1 cannot answer 
that. 


65.382. They do not administer the law properly ? — 
There is a fooling that they do not. 

65.383. That is your feeling ? — Tt is my feeling. 
Renewals 65,384. Do you think there should be any simplifies- 
to be tion or alteration in the annual issue of licenses ? — 
granted by Yes. 

thoKxcise 65,385. And that the matter should go before the 
Excise, and if the Excise like to issue a license the 
license should be granted P — I think that would be tho 
proper way where there is no objection to the renewal 
of the license. 

65.386. What would you have the recorder and the 
county court judge do: would you have the Excise 
entirely independent of the county court judge and the 
recorder P — Not as to the grant of a new license. 

65.387. But as to the renewal P — As to the renewal, 
I would. 


65,388. Or a transfer? — Well, as to the transfer, if 
there is no objection on the part of the police, and 
nothing against the character of the applicant, 1 do 
not think there is any necessity to go before the 
recorder. 


Thu six 65,389. Is the form of getting a certificate from six 
house- householders a good one or a useful one, in your opinion P 
holders’ — Is is entirely useless. 

certificate. 65,390. One witness said that ho objected to it, but 
he maintained it because be thought it embodied a 


I irinciple, namely, the principle of some exercise of Afr.C. 
ocal option. Do you agree with that P — I do not think M'Comdi 
so. I never could see any use for it at all. — .. 

65,391. You think six householders could he always 
got together P — Undoubtedly they could. 

65,392. To certify to anything ? — I am quite sure of 
it. 

65,393. Have you anything to say about tiie mode of 
assessing the public duty for a license P— It would be 
better if there was a uniform license duty. 

65,394. (Mr. Young.) You speak of illicit distillation Illicit dk 
in Ballymena P— Not iu Ballymena. tiiu^ n ' 

65,395. Where P — Iu parts of County Antrim along 
the side of the Bann. 

65,396. In what parts of the County Antrim is there 
illicit distillation P — On the Port Glonone side. 

65,397. Have there been any detections there ?— Yes, 
there are, occasionally. Tho penalty seems to lie too 
small to stamp it out. 

65,398. Do von think it applies to Donegal altogether ? 

— Undoubtedly ( here is a good deal of illicit distillation 
on both sides of the river Bunn. 

65,399. The general public-houses do not get this 
whisky ? — No, tkey do not. I never heard of a single 
trader having it. 

65,400. Tlmt illioit distillation in a very infinitesimal 
matter in County Antrim is it not? — It is larger in 
South Derry. 

65,401. Do you know that of your own knowledge ?— 

Ido. 

65,402. In Ballymena you are all closed on Sundays ? Sundij 
— Yes. dosing, 

65,403. What effect has that had; have you less 
drinking than you used to have ? — We occasionally see 
drunken people on the streets. 

65,404. Whoro do they get the drink P — I think there 
are some shebeens in the place. Some of them go out 
of town perhaps an hour or two in the day, and get 
drink outside. 

65,405. Sunday closing has not had tho effect of 
diminishing the consumption of liquor, I supposo P — 

No. 

65,406. And I snpposo you have places in Ballymena 
where' they can always get it P — Thoro is always some 
place where they cun got it, and I have asked tho 

S lice, and they tell me they have ‘oh many arrests for 
uukenness on Sunday ns on any other day in tho week 
except Saturday, which is tho market day, the principal 
day of the week. 

6-5,407. You think on the whole that it would ho 
better that the public-houses were open on Sundays 
from 2 to 7 o’clock, or 2 to 9 o’clock P — I think it would 
be better if they were open three or four or five hours 
on Sunday. 

65,408. Is that the general opinion in Ballymena P— 

It !e. 

65,409. How many years is it since you had to close 
up on Sundays?— In 1878 tho Sunday Closing Act 
was passed. 

65,410. I think you said yourself that tho failure was The 
in consequence of bond fide travellers. Yon do not bonilfldt 
quite mean that P — Not entirely that. In the coast traveller, 
towns in Antrim, I think the failure is specially duo to 
the bond fide traveller. For instance in tho summer 
months, from May, there is a big tourist traffic there, 
and the houses are closed, but they have to be open for 
the bond fide traveller. 

65,411. Do yon know how many public-houses you 
have in Ballymena P — 72, 1 think. 

65,412. There has not boon an increase of pnblio- 
houses in tho Inst 10 years ? — Thoro have lieon two or 
three less within the last 10 yearn. 

65,413. Tho population is 33,000 in Ballymena? — Oh, 
no. 

65,414. (3fr. Robert*.) 5,000 ?--About 10,000. 

65,415. (Mr. Grinling.) Tho population is given hero 
iu 1886 lb 37,815, and iu 1896 as 33,426 with 92 public- 
houses ? — That would be the district. As a matter of 
fact, we have not raoro than 10,000 population in 
Ballymena. 
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C. ii5, 416. (Mr. Young.) Ai'o you speaking of tho dis- 
u-riauU. trict ? — I am speaking of tho town now, but I do not 
know the district you refer to outside Ballymena. 

65.417. There has been a decrease of 11 houses 
during tho last 10 years p— A decrease of three or four 
public-houses in Ballymena during the last 10 years. 

65.418. Elevon houses for the district ? — There would 
he, for the district. 

65.419. Have you too many public-houses there now P 
— We have enough, any way, I think. 

ririr 65,420. (Mr. Holer It.) Do you remember the time 
when the public-houses were closed in Ballymena at an 
early hour, 10 instead of 11 ? — I was not in Ballymena 
at that time. 

65.421. Ton are aware of the fact P — I do not remember 
the time. 

65.422. For a certain number of months the publio- 
houses were closed earlier. Do yon know that as a 
faot P — No, I do not remember that. 

65.423. Was not it a faot that some years ago the 
public-houses were closed in that town ot 10 instead 
of 11 o’clock at night? — Not in my time. 

65.424. Do you know that it is a fact? — I never 
heard of it before. 

l&it £»• 65,425. About this illegal distillation, following up 

lilUtioD. Mr. Young's question. (Jan yon define where this 
illicit distillation takes place— could yon name the 
villages in the County Antrim where to your know- 
ledge it takes place P — It iB along the shores of the Bann 
in County Antrim. 

85.426. Can yon name the place or places ? — Oulbann 
and Derry, and round that way. 

65.427. You do not know of any other place where it 
takes place. You cannot say it takes place anywhere 
except in that. one Bpot? — For five or six miles round 
about there. 

65.428. That is the only district in which it takes 
place to your own knowledge ? — It takes place on both 
sides of the Bonn in County Antrim and County Derry 
to my knowledge. 

fmviss- 65,429. You have spoken about the canvassing of the 
b». magistrates in licensing cases. You said that in your 
opinion the magistrates of your county are pretty 
independent but yon admit that they are canvassed? — 
Yes j they arc canvassed on both sides. 


65.439. I am dealing with this particular license; Ur. C. 
that is a fact, is it not, that the Head Constable, as M’CnnntU. 

representing the police, opposed the grant of the license, 

and the judge concurred, but the magistrates granted 25 May *98 

the license ? — We undertook to carry on the house as a 

wholesale house without any consumption on the 
premises. We have no consumption on the premises at 

all. We merely wanted the license as an accommodation 
to a wholesale business, because in that license is 
included a wine license, and it is a license that we 
require for our purposes. 

65.440. One further point upon that matter, as to tho 
magistrates : is it a fact tliat five out of the 10 magis- 
trates who voted in favour of the grant of that license 
came from a considerable distance r — Yes ; they always 
do there. 

65.441. I am taking it iu connection with your state- 
ment that the magistrates are canvassed in matters of 
this kind. Is it a fact, first of all, that one magistrate 
came from Ballycastle, a distance of 35 miles ? — He is 
at nearly every quarter sessions, the same gentleman. 

65.442. And another came from Larne, a distance of 
24 miles ? — Yes. 

65.443. One from Antrim, a distance of 11 miles ; 
another from Cushendal. a distance of 20 miles; and 
the fifth magistrate came from a place about 11 miles 
off P— The reason of that is that it is the annual 
licensing sessions, and cases came from their districts, 
transfers, or something or other, and that is always the 
occasion when we have the largest attendance of 
magistrates. 

65.444. I do not wish to imply that yonr firm in any 
way canvassed these magistrates, but I suppose, as a 
matter of fact, these magistrates were asked to attend 
npon this particular occasion ? — I do not know. 

65.445. You are not aware of that yourself? — No. 

65.446. (Mr. Young.) Might I ask you, if yon know 
where there is illicit distillation, do the police not 
know P — I think the police do not do their duty suffi- 
ciently. I think it should he stamped out. I think 
they hardly exercise enough watch over them. 

65.447. (Mr. Hyslop.) In the district with which you Sunday 
are connected in Antrim, I suppose there is total dosing. 
Sunday closing ? — Yes. 

65.448. That includes Londonderry and Donegal p — 


65,439. I want to ask you a question illustrating that, 
arising out of tho application which I believe you made 
in 1895 for a retail license in Church Street, Ballymena ? 
—That is in connection with the wholesale license. 
It is almost necessary for every wholesale dealer to 
have a retail license, in fact every wholesale dealer has 
a retail license. 

65.431. The promises were carried on as a wholesale 
trade P — Yes, and they 'are still. 

65.432. Before you acquired it? — Yes. 

65.433. And you acquired it on a lease, I take it? — 
Yes. 

65.434. And there was no understanding, was there, 
as to the character of the trade to be carried on iu those 
premises after you had acquired thorn ? — Oh, yes, there 
was. Wo got tho premises with the intention of carry- 
ing on the wholesale business, and we still do that. 

65.435. Not with the intention of applying for a 
seven-day license, retail ? — There was no mention made 
of that. 

65.436. In that case what was the opinion of the 
chief coustable with regard to your application ; did 
he oppose the license P — On the ground ot the increased 
number of licenses j but when we explained what wo 
wanted the license for, os on accommodation to a whole- 
sale business, the opposition was very Blight, and ns a 
matter of fact there has been a similar license granted 
since that without the slightest opposition whatever. 

65.437. The head constable opposed upon the ground 
of the unsuitability of tho premises, and that such a 
license was not required in tho neighbourhood? — Yes; 
that is if wo intended to carry it on as a retail public- 
house, but wo did nob do so. 

65.438. Tho opinion of tho judge coincided appar- 
ently, from tho report of the proceedings, with the 
opiniou expressed by the head constable P — Yes. But 
since then there has been a similar license granted and 
there was no opposition from the judge or any ono 
else. 


65.449. You have a large number of tourists during 
the summer months passing through Ballymena going 
further north ? — Yes. 

65.450. On the question of illicit distillation without 
knowing exactly where these stills are, it is a faot, is it 
not, that the manufacture of it and the consumption of 
it is prevalent in that county ? — It is, indeed. 

65.451. Is it yonr opinion that it is fostered very 
much bv the fact of the olosing of all the public-houses 
on Sunaay ? — I think it is. It is sold on Sundays. 

65.452. Do you think if the public-houses are open a 
few hours of the day from 2 to 6 that many of thoso 
illicit distillations would be done away with, and the 
demand for the article itself wonld not exist ? — I think 
that would help to do away with it. 

65.453. It would not oompete, for instance, with the 
far-famed Coleraine ? — No, certainly not. 

65.454. With regard to the population, you do not 
mean that there were 72 licensed houses to 10,000 of 
the population? — Ballymena is a very large market 
town. It is one of the foremost market towns in the 
north. 

65.455. Wonld not that he tho Parliamentary district 
for voting purposes ? I take it from the Hon. Com- 
missioner, when he stated that the population was given 
as some 37,000, that 37,000 would mean the Parlia- 
mentary district for voting purposes P — Yes, of Mid 
Antrim, of which Ballymena is the centre. 

65.456. (Mr. Walker.) You have no doubt as to the 
existence of these illicit distillations P — Not the slightest 

65.457. Has there been any prosecution P — There are 
prosecutions occasionally, but the fines in most cases 
are too small. 

65.458. You say you have seen a man melancholy 
drunk after having entered a public-house? — Licensed 
traders have told me that mon do come to their premises 
thunk and never .get any liquor there at all. 
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65.459. The drunkenness in a great measure might 
lio charged to tlio consumption oE this impute spirit i — 

In that part ef the country it would. 

65.460. What purpose have you in your mind when 
you say you would restrict the load fide traveller to 5 
or <> miles?— I think if the houses were opened the bond 
fide trnroller would be more of a bond fide traveller. It 
would not bo necessary to have the limit as short as 
:: miles if the houses wore opened a few hours on 
Sunday. 

65.461. Havo you in your mind that the bond fide 
traveller only exists in the middle of the day just for 
two or three hours, and that for the purpose of obtaining 
drink? — I think ho sometimes qualifies to get a drink. 

At present the distance is 3 miles and the houses are 
closed. 

65.462. Presuming that there was a bond fide traveller 
at 8 o’clock in the morning would not 3 miles, the 
present distance, bo justifiable for him to obtain 
refreshment? — I suppose it would. 

65.463. Do I understand you correctly to express 
your opinion that the county court judge for the county 
would bo sufficient authority without the assistance of 
magistrates for licensing purposes ?— With the right of 
an appeal to the judge of assize. 

65.464. You have considered that it would not be 
unndvisable to place tho control of this large and 
valuable trade in tho hands of one man? — I think it 
would be well to have the right of appeal. 

65.465. But in the first instance it would be placed 
entirely in the hands of one man? — I think that would 
bo better than the present system. 

65.466. And he an officer appointed by the Crown?— 
Yes. 

65.467. Would the appeal, in your judgment, be 
sufficient to the judge of assize? — There are generally 
two judges of assize. There should be an appeal to 
tho two judges of assize. 

65.468. Would it be limited to the two ? — I could not 
express any further opinion on that. 

95,4(50. If there were three present ? — That would he 
still hotter, I suppose. 

65.470. In reference to tho question put to you by 
Mr. Roberts as to a magistrate going 35 miles to attend 
a session, I suppose it was his duty to attend ?■ — It 
whs. There is licensing business from all these places. 

65.471. Thoro is nothing unusual in the fact that the 
magistrates in the discharge of their duties do travel it 
long distance ? — They come from all parts of tho 
connty. 

65.472. Then, in any case, it would not be exceptional ? 
—No. 

65.473. (Dean Dickinson.) Yoa said that these public- 
houses in Ballymena arc for the accommodation and 
convenience of tourists as well as tho population? — I 
was speaking of the coast towns of the county more 
than Ballymena. 

65.474. Tonriats do not stop at Ballymena P — They 
pass through. 

65.475. There is nothing to make them stop? — They 
sometimes staynn hour or so. 

05.476. Yon scorned to think that, as regards Antrim, 
tho Sunday Closing Act liad proved a failure P — I think 
so. 

05.477. I want to call yonr attention to one fact. In 
tho year beforo tho .Sunday Closing Act was passed 
thorn wore 135 arrests for drunken ness oil Sunday in 
Antrim, in tho county. In tho year after tho Sunday 
Closing Act tho number fell to 05, the- number of arrests 
for the whole county of Antrim were 65. That, at 52 
Sundays in the year, learesan averages number of arrests 
of 1} men every Sunday. Are not those statistics 
rather n proof that tlie Sunday Closing: Act was 
operative ? — I have no knowledge of the figures. 

65.478. (Mr. Jlohortt.) Is it not tho fact that the 
licensing business of Ballycastle is transacted at 
Ballymena?— It is. Tho Crown busiiness of Ballycastle 


is transacted at Ballymena. Sometimes they have ir 
to come for that. 

65,479. This was a special licensing session ? There — 

is Crown bosiness there as well. 

The witness withdrew. 


{Chairman.) Perhaps this will be a convenient time Mr Hi- 
for me very shortly to state to the Commissioners a riorton 
question which arose tlie other day in reference to the 
evidence that Mr. Harrington, M.l’., gave. It was this. th« ii,^ 
I was examining him, and I asked him this , question: Police. 

“ I suppose it is not an injunction to the police from 
“ any superior authority that they must show five oases 
per mouth ? ’’ His answer was : “ I think it is. I 
•• understand that a circular has been issued to the 
“ Dublin Police.” I suppose Doan Dickinson made 
some sign or gesture of dissent, for Mr. Harrington 
says, “ I hope if tho Reverend Dean disputes my 

“ evidence '' ; and tho Dean replies, “ I do not 

“ dispute it; I deny it.” “If you deny it, I hope you 
“ will ask ” — snys Mr. Harrington — “ tho Commia. 

“ sioner of Police to come here to bo examined. Now 
“ I state on information, which I believe to be absolutely 
accurate, that a circular has been issued to the police, 

“ pointing out to tlie police that in tho opinion of the 
“ superior offioor of the police — I do not at all differ with 
“ him in doing it, and I am making no complaint of it, 

“ but I am explaining what I believe to be the disparity 
“ in the figures between Dublin and elsewhere — every 
“ policeman ought to have at least five cases a month. 

“ That does not mean five cases of drunkenness, or prose- 
“ cations of publicans, but cases of drunkenness and 
‘ * prosecutions of publicans come in ; and I merely 
“ mention the fact to show that that may increase the 
“ number thoro aswoll os it would of any other statistics 
“ of prosecutions." “(Q.) Who issued the circular ? — (A.) 

“ My information is it was issued by the Commissioner 
“ of Police in Dublin, Mr. Jones.” Well, naturally, that 
being in a certain sense challenged, the Honourable 
Commissioner, the Reverend Dean, asked if there was 
any foundation for tho statement that a circular had 
been issuod containing tho particulars refereed to by 
Mr. Harrington. There has been some little delay, 
bccaubo tho Dean was unable to obtain authority sufficient 
to warrant liim in producing tlio actual circular. Tho 
Dean has handed me — and I think it right to put it at 
once beforo the other Commissioners — this circular, 
actually issued by tlio authorities in reference to the 
particular case to which Mr. Harrington was referring ; 
and I will stato everything hero, both in fairness to 
Mr. Harrington and in fairness to the Dean. This is 
from the Chief Commissioner 'of Police iii Dublin, 

Mr. Jones, and ho says this : *• Tho Inspector’s Reportis 
“ designed to afford the superintendent an opportunity 
“ of calling my attention to slack and inefficient 
“ members of the service; and I hope that the tendency 
“ to mei e routine, and perfunctory preparation of the 
“ Report, which has been more or less evident in the 
“ past, will now be abandoned. An Inspection Report 
“ which purports to convey that everything without 
“ exception is correct, ana that every member has 
“ turned out in good order, and answered all questions 
“ satisfactorily is clearly misleading.” Then lie inserts 
a table, or a form, which is issued not to the members of 
the force indiscriminately, but , to tho superintendents 
of the different districts in Dublin. That form is this: 

“ Table 4. Names of patrol officers and men who have 
“ made, oil her by arrests or summonses, less than five 
“ cases within the past three months. The name, rank, 

“ and number. Number of oases made in the past 
“ 12 mouths. Number of cases maclo in the preceding 
“ 12 months. Superintendent's remarks” ; and then 
leaving out something which is not material apparently 
to this particular , case, as far as I can understand it, 
tho inspector goes on : “ Tho information in Table 4 will. 

“ 1 hope, bo useful in bringing under notico tho men 
“ who from any causes have had little experience of 
“ practical polico duty. Lt is not my desire that men 
“ should bo encouraged to unjustifiably arrest, or to 
“ make Frivolous summons complaints ; and I am well 
“ aware that ‘they can lie placed in many posts where 
“ the opportunity for making legitimate cohos is small. 

“ At the sumo time I think the work of the Service 
“ should be as evenly divided as is practicable, and if 
“ Table 4 should show that men lmve had au easy 
“ post for a lengthened period, it is, 1 thiiik, right that 
“ some change should be made. — (Signed) J. J- Jones, 

“ Chief Commissioner.” 
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Mr. William Mourns called in and examined. 


Mr IF. '"<5*5,480. (Chairman.) You are, I think, a licensed 
■j/o'itu. trader in Londonderry ?— ' Yes. 

■ — ■ 65,481. You, I think, have been connected with the 

?,sri«of business for many years ?— Yea. 

*2**®* 65,482. I will not trouble you to go over a good deal 

of the ground which has been gone over, I think, by 
Mr. Dempsey, and by the last witness. You heard 
their evidence, I think? — Yes. 

65,483. I understand yon generally agree wi'tt what, 
they saifl? — Yes. 

tana*® 65,484. But thero are some specific points in your 
gjgof, evidence which I should like to dwell upon for a 
moment. You would say there has been n. groat 

trrperty. increase in the value of licensed property of late P 

Yes. 

65,485. And that license holders are very anxious 
therefore to preserve intact their property, and are 
very careful about infringing the law ? — Quite so. 
fines of 65,486. Thero has been a groat diminution, has 
■•era* of there, in Londonderry, in arrests for drunkenness ? — 
w-« - Yes, there has. 

65.487. To what do yon attribute that : to any legis- 
lative enactments P — No, I do not attribute it to that. 
I attribute it to the improvement in land legislation, 
and the better condition of the working ana nrtizan 
classes. That lia3 elevated them considerably in tbo 
social scale. 

65.488. Thero is less drunkenness ? — -Yes. 

. 65, -189. Is there less drinking P — No, the consumption 
is greater, notwithstanding. 

65.490. Then it is more evenly distributed. Do 
more people drink than before, always d linking in 
reasonable quantities, or what is the cause P — The only 
canso that 1 can attribute it to is that there might be 
more home consumption, house consumption. 

65.491. But that home consumption not, in your 
opinion, leading to drunkenness ? — No, not visible 
drunkenness. 

65.492. You say thore arc fewer arrosts in London- 
derry. Is it, or is ii not, the fact that the arrests for 
drunkenness on Sunday in Londonderry havo markedly 
decreased ? — Yes. 

65.493. Do I understand you to say that thnt dimi- 
nution of arrests on Sunday is owing not to any legis- 
lative enactmont, hut to tho general improvement in 
the morals and social status of the people i — Certainly. 

65.494. And not to any restriction in the way of 
Sunday drinking P — Not the least. 

65.495. I tliink wo have had the evidonce of the 
County Inspector that proportionately the arrests in 
Londonderry on the Sunday have gone down in a much 
greater ratio than on any other flay of the week, and 
yet I understand yon to say that that marked diminu- 
tion of arrests on Sunday in Londonderry is owing, 
not to the fact of Sunday closing, but to the fact that 
tho general status of the people has improved ? — 
Yes. 

65.496. (Mr. Younger.) Can you tell ue if the sumo 
improvement has gone on during the week as on 
Sunday ? — Yes, socially. 

65.497. I moan in tho arrests. Has there been a 
week-day improvement as well ns a Sunday improve- 
ment ? — Yes, there has. 

iariiv 65,498. (Chairman.) Would yon be in favour of 
* I I " making any alteration in the way of Saturday earlier 
closing? — No; I would not consider a clrnngo of tho 
hours suitable. I think the present hours are most 
satisfactory. The reason of that is that Derry is a very 
small city. It is principally dependent on the suburbs 
or part of tho county. The labouring class dees not 

§ et paid thero until about half-past 7 o clock on 
aturday evening. Then they have to come in and 
make their markets. 

65,499! A great deal of the shopping must necessarily, 
according to the habits of the Irish people, go on in the 
public-houses ?— No, not altogether in the public-houses, 
I but the public-houses have groceries and draperies, not 

; in tho city, but in tho country district. In the city 

1 they have a grocery and a spirit counter attached to 

I each other. 


65.500. Separated by any boundary ? — No, not hy any Mr. IF. 
boundary. They havo an oblong shop, and thero may Morris. 

he about six feet between the two counters ; and they 

sell spirits at one counter and groceries at tho other 23 Alky ’98 
counter. 

65.501. Therefore when the people go to do their "*!* CI * 
shopping on the Saturday night they must needs go public- 1 * 1 
into a place where there is a long counter, where drink {, ouscs " 

is sold at one end, and groceries or draperies at tho 
other? — Yes. 

65.502. I understand you to say that that is so rooted 
in tho habits of the people that it would be unwise to 
place any restriction upon the present hours? — I think 
it would be utterly impossible. 

65.503. Would it be impossible to separate tho trades r 
— That is what I mean. It would be impossible to 
separate the trades. 

65.504. Sunday closing, of course, is in force in Sunday 

Londonderry P— Yes, and it has boon since 1878. dosing. 

65.505. Though it has a larger population than 
Waterford ? — Yes. 

65.506. Do you think, therefore, it ought to be an 
exempted city ?— I think so. 

65.507. Would you go so far as to say that if yon 
were to open the houses which are now closed on a 
Sunday, the effect would be a diminution of drunken- 
ness? — I believo it wonld. My reason for that is, that 
as a rule stont and beer is the national beverage of the 
people at the present time, but it is very hard to carry 
that home with them on Saturday night, and they take 
a bottle, or two small bottles oi whisky, ami sometimes 
perhaps they will empty one of them before they go 
into the house, and perhaps empty both. They might not 
care to take them in to their wives or families. I f they 
were sure that they could got some refreshments on a 
Sunday I am almost certain that they would not 
purchase on Saturday night. 

65.508. If the houses were open ou a Sunday, us- *y|, e 
sinning that for a moment, what would you do with tho i on ^ r^ 0 
bond iii If traveller P In what aspect docs l.ho bond fulr. traveller, 
traveller present himself to you ? Are you in favour of 

the bond fide traveller ? — I consider him no person at 
all. He is a nuisance. 

65.509. What you say confirms tho evidence of a great 
many other witnesses, that he is a nuisance. Then why 
if he is a nuisance should you consider him so carefully ? 

Do I understand yon wont to make provision for liis 
drink on a Sunday ? — Yes, for a genuine bond fide 
traveller ; but the person who crosses the river in a 
boat, and comes back ngain, and says it was three miles 
by road from where he went over in the boat, and it 
would not be more than 200 yards — I consider that man 
neither more nor loss than a fraud ; but a genuine bond 
fide traveller I would supply with refreshments, by all 
means. 

65.510. You think tho traveller who is a fraud exceeds 
in number the traveller who is bond fide ? — Yes, if you 
do not know him personally, 

65,611. Are there more fraudulent travellers than 
thero are bond fide travellers ? — Oh yes, thero are. 

65.512. Notwithstanding that, you wonld make pro- 
vision for the bond fide traveller, and try to separate the 
fraudulent from the bond fide traveller P — Yes. 

65.513. How wonld you do that? — I could not draw 
the line there. That would be impossible for me to do. 

65.514. I wns leading np to that, and hoping for a 
solution of the difficulty, out yon do not see any? — 

No. 

65.515. Do you think that Sunday closing has in- Effect of 

creased or decreased tho consumption of drin k in Derry P Sunday 
— It has not decreased the consumption of drink. closing. 

65.516. Though you admit there has been a decrease 
in arrestB ? — Yes. 

65.517. Especially on Sunday P — Yes. 

65.518. You think the quantity of drink has not 
diminished ? — No. 

65.519. Bnt that there is certainly no increase of 
drunkenness cither at home or in public on the 
Sunday? — As far as 1 know. I do not know anything 
abont home ; hut in the city there is none. 
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2 :f r . jp. 65,520. We have heal'd something from the last 

Morris, witness about illicit distillation. Should yon agree 

with what ho said as to illicit distillation — as to there 

35 May ’98 being a considerable amount of illicit distillation going 

on in the county of Derry, which he especially singled 

Illicit dia- out?— I do not Know anything about the illicit 
dilation. distillation. 

65.521. (Mr. Young.) You ought, because you are 
very near Donegal? — I think Donegal is not so bad as 
it is represented to be. 

65.522. (Chairman.) Which do you think is the bad 
county for illicit distillation, so far ns you can speak? 

I think illicit distillation in any part of Ireland is at 

a very low ebb at the present time. 

65.523. At all events, you say your own county is not 
the worst. ? — 1. beli eve it is not the worst. I am not con- 
scious of any illicit distillation being carried on there. 

66.524. Coming to statistics of illicit distillation, are 
you able to give us any figures as to arrests and detec- 
tions? — No, I did nob take any interest in that part of 
tho question. 

65.525. I thought you did give it to me hero ? — That 
is with reference to England and Scotland. I got that 
from the Licensed 'Victuallers' Year-Book. 

65.526. You wanted to compare tho detections for 
illicit distillation in Ireland, with the detections in 
Scotland and England ? — Yes, that is what I meant by 
that 

65.527. What ate the figures ? We will take them 
for what you think they arc worth P — Taking six years 
from 1892 to 1897 in England, the highest number of 
detections of illicit distillation in any single one of these 
years was 12 ; in Scotland the highest number was 21, 
whereas the lowest number iu Ireland was 1,107. This 
is a curious thing. That is from the Licensed Victual- 
lers' Year-Book. 

65.528. Am I right in drawing the inference from 
that, that there is more illicit distillation in Ireland 
than in the other two countries put together? — Ten 
times as much. 

65.529. Yon wanted to bring that out? — I wanted to 
point that out. 

65.530. I do not want to put any colour upon your 
evidence, but thac is what you were leading up to : that 
there were more illicit distillations ? — Yes. 

65.531. Or do you think it is owing to the fact that 
the constabulary are more strict in Ireland than in 
England and Scotland ? — Tho constabulary ore very 
energetic, bat after nil they aro not able to detect one- 
fourth of the illicit distillations. 

65.532. There is o very large amount of illicit distil- 
ation in Ireland P — Yes. 

65.533. Do you think that is partly caused by 
restrictive legislation ? — I do. 

65.534. You have given us the convictions for Scot- 
land, and in Scotland there is uuiversal closing on 
Sunday; yet notwithstanding that foot the number of 
detections, at all events for illicit distillation, is only 
21 at the highest? — Yes. 

65.535. Do I understand your argument to be that, 
though in Scotland there are only 21, with universal 
Sunday closing, yet in Ireland, with only partial 
Sunday dosing, there is the enormous number of 1,107 P 
— Perhaps the authorities we not so vigilant there as 
they are in Ireland. 

Sunday 65,536. However, you think that Sunday closing in 
closing Ireland has not succeeded P — I do think it has not 
farce. succeeded. 

65.537. And yon think it has not succeeded because 
a shebeener can carry on his trade, and because a bond 
fide traveller can get his drink anywhere. Are those 
two of the reasons why you think it is a failure ? — Yes ; 
a shebeener can hoodwink the nuthori ties at any time 
of the day. 

65.538. I think you go so far as to say, if I may 
quote tho precis of evidence before me, that Sunday 
closing is a farce P — Yes. 

65.539. Sunday closing being by your admission a 
farce in Ireland, and the bond fide traveller and the 
Bhobeener being mainly instrumental in produoing that 
farcical state of things, why should you not put down 
the shebeener by the strong arm of the law, and could 


not you say to the bond fide traveller, “ We shall open «; 

“ tho house for your legitimate refreshment in the it' . 

“ middle of the day.” Would not that satisfy your 
wants P— That is the only thing that can be done. 

65.540. But yon would not have publicans’ houses 
open all day for the benefit of a chance stray bond fide 
traveller? — No, for a few horn's, say from 2 to 6, or 
S to 6 or 7. 

65.541. Therefore when yon say Sunday closing is 
a farce, the farce could be remedied, in your opinion, 
by opening the houses on Sunday for tho purpose of 
the bond fido traveller, and anybody else, obtaining 
legitimate refreshment for two hours, did you say p — 

Certainly 5 for a few hours I said. 

65.542. As to the six householders, what do you say pin, 
as to the character of tho six householders who certify ? j louse . 1 
—I think that is a serious mistake. That should be Uoldas' 
abolished, going about with a blue document tu get six eerffcat-. 
respectable householders to sign for a license. The 
license-holder, having an interest in his property, does 

not require the like of that ; and it is very seldom that 
that is done. I have known it to be signed in the house 
by the master and his boys, and handed in to the petty 
sessions clerk as a genuine certificate by so many 
respectablo householders. 

65.543. Does the clerk of tho petty sessions get any 
fee ? — Yes, 2». 6d. I think that is a mistake. 

65.544. Two shillings aud sixpence for the certificate 
by the six householders together ? — Two shillings and 
sixpence for supplying the paper, the form to get 
filled up. 

65.545. Doos he get 2s. 6d. from each householder? — 

No, ho gets it from the license-holder. 

65.546. (Mean Dickinson.) Then he gets '2s. 6<7. for 
not examining the signatures, or for receiving the 
signatures without examination ? — He very seldom sees 
the paper at all. He has a junior clerk or two or three 
junior clerks who do the business. 

65.547. If a dummy paper were handed inwithoutany 
signatures at all, he would get the 2s. 6 d. all the some ? 

—You have to pay the 2s. 6 d. before you got the dummy 
paper. 

65.548. You said that tho Sunday closing — sneaking KSecto! 
generally of Ireland, I think — had been a failure. 1 Sunday 
will give you the figures of the Sunday arrests for dosing, 
drunkenness in the year before the Sunday Closing Act 

was passed all OTer Ireland ? — If I referred to all 
Ireland I made a mistake. I am only talking of my 
own part of Ireland. 

65.549. In your part of Ireland; I will give you that. 

The arrests for drunkenness 011 Sunday the year before 
the Sunday Closing Act were 158. The followhig year 
after the Sunday Closing Act they fell to 65. That is 

again the same proportion as I mentioned in the case of ; 

Ballymena : an average of 1 } men every Sunday. Then 
the total arrests for Sunday drunkenness in Ireland — I 
want to show you that the Sunday Closing Aot has not 
been a failure in Ireland — in the year previous to the 
Sunday Closing Act was 4,555 ; in the year after the 
Sunday Closing Act it fell to 1,840, and including the 
five exempted cities, the total number of Sunday arrests 
in Ireland before the Sunday Closing Act was passed 
was 7,375, aud the following year after the Sunday 
Closing Act that number fell to 3,972, or about half. 

That does not seem to show that the Sunday Closing 
Act has proved a failure. That is not all the complete 
success you would like, but it has not proved a total 
failure ? — Notwithstanding all that, the consumption of 
liquor is still going up. 

65.550. Not the consumption of spirits; that has 
decreased, but the consumption of beer and porter has 
increased. The consumption of spirits decreased last 
year by several thousands of pounds. With reference 
to illicit distillation, do you not know that 10 or 20 
years ago there was a vast deal more of illicit distillation 
than there is now P — Yes. 

65.551. And, therefore, there is mo increaso of illicit 
distillation duo to the Sunday Closing Act, but on the 
contrary, I do not say due to that Act, but gradually 
year after year the number of prosecutions for illicit 
distillation has decreased. It was much worse some 
years ago P — It was no thanks to legislation putting 

down illicit distillation. It was the bishops and clergy 1 

in ray part of Ireland who have been instrumental m 
that. 
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ntpposo the some influence would still be 
u'l increased P— Yes, the same influence does 


60.552. I i 
continued ti 

prevail. 

65.553. Nobody would say that legislation is the only 
thing that, diminishes crimo. Thero arc n great many 
other things; but legislation does not tend to increase 
crime, I think? — No. but the people are thinking more 
of themselves now than they used to do. They are 
getting higher np iu the social scale. 

65.554. And, therefore, heenuse they are thinking more 
of themselves, and of thoir interests, they are drinking 
less, you think ?— -Well, they are better fed, and I pre- 
sume they can drink more, and not expose themselves 
so visibly. 


65,555. You admit that in proportion as men think of 
their real interests they drink lessP — Well.it is not 
visible on them if they drink more when they are better 
fed and hotter cared for. 


65,556. (Mr. Walker.) What did you mean when you 
said, “I am not conscious of any illicit distillation ”? 


said, “lam not conscions of any illicit distillation’ 
What had you in your mind when you made that state- 
ment ? — I have no personal knowledge. 

65,557. You wish to say that you yourself took no 

part in it; that you baa nothing to do with it? 

frothing, directly or indirectly. 


5,558. Nor, I suppose, would any other respectable 
licensee? — None that I am acquainted with. 


65,560. And you express an opinion that notwith- 
standing Sunday closing tho consumption has not 
decreased ? — Yes. 


65,562. Is it also your opinion that home consump- 
tion has very considerably increased P — It must have. 


65.563. On Sunday P— Sundays and week nights, or 
days, as the case may be. 

65.564. From yonr experience have you any reason 
to believe tunfc homo consumption has increased to 
such an extent ns to produce drunkenness, of which 
there would be or could be no public notice taken ? — I 
would not liko to speak with regard to private affairs 
at all. I should not liko to form any opinion on 
that 


65,565. That lias not been a current topie of con- 
versation P — No ; but it is tho only conclusion one can 
arrive at when one secs the consumption going up and 
drunkenness becoming loss. 


65,566. Have you ever considered Sunday closing from 
this point of view: that it was an infringement upon 
the liberty of tho subject P — Undoubtedly; certainly it 
is an infringement of the liberty of the snbjoot. 


65.567. Speaking as a citizen of Londonderry, you 
are of opinion that Sunday closing absolutely is 
an infringeniont of the liberty of the subject? — Un- 
doubtedly. 

65.568. (Mr. Tfyslop.) You have already stated that 
there is a largo diminution in drunkenness in London- 
derry ? — Yes. 


65.569. Is not thorc a large shipping trade done in 
Londonderry ? — Yes ; there is a moderate amount of 
shipping. 

65.570. It is generally understood to bo one of the 
finest bays in Ireland? — Tho Foyle is supposed to be 
one of tho uicost rivers in Ireland, with the exception 
of tlio Shannon. 


65,571. Doing a large shipping trado, os it does, 
there will be a migratory population there on Sundays? 
—There are only two boats come in there on a Sunday, 
the Liverpool boat and the Glasgow boat. Every 
altemato Sunday there is a Fleetwood boat, which 
belongs to tho sumo company as tho Glasgow steamer. 


65,574. The figures which have beon road show 
that? — Undoubtedly they do. 


65.575. You would naturaily conclude that Sunday 
would be the day on which tho shebeener wonld do the 
greatest amount of trade? — Yes, that is their harvest 
day, Sunday. 

65.576. You have been pleased to state that the 
clergy and the police have a close eye upon these 
shebeens P— Yes, but they can hoodwink the police up 
to their very nose. 

65.577. With regard to private stills, the police, too, 
are energetic in detecting those places? — Yes, they aro 
obliged to do that. 

65.578. May I ask you if the Excise have appointed 
any detectives P— They have. 


65,579. Have they beon at all successful in detecting 
illicit stills ? — -Well, not in the act of distillation, but 
I understand that they have got some illicit matter in 
Borne of the licensed bouses. 


65,580. Do you happen to know tho number of 
convictions against license holders during the year ? — 
I do not. 


65,582. (Mr. Rolerli.) You have spoken of the effects 
of Sunday closing, so far as your opinion upon Sunday 
closing goes it only refers to Londonderry ? — That is so, 
to Londonderry and the distriot. 


65,584. You said that public drunkenness, in your 
opinion, has decreased, judging by the arrests, and 
your general observation, in your city, since tho Act 
was passed P — Quite so. 


65.585. 13nt you also state that, in your opinion, that 
has been brought about by other oauses than Sunday 
closing ? — Certainly. 

65.586. Yon are aware, no doubt, that that opinion is 
contrary to the opiuion expressed by the police autho- 
rities P — I am not aware of that. 


65,587. However, you give that as your opinion? — 
Yes, I give that as my honest opinion— what I know to 
bo the fact. 


65.588. As one engaged in the trade P — YeB. 

65.589. And from a trade standpoint? — Yes. 

65.590. What is the opinion of the Bishop of Derry 
as to Sunday closing? — I could not answer that 
question. 

65.591. You aro not aware that he is in favour of it f 
— I am not. 

65.592. I believe you are the clerk of the Derry races, 
are you not? — Yes. 

65.593. From your experience in connection with the 
racing and football matches, do you consider that 


occasional licenses are good things to grant P — Yos, and 
they are necessary. 

65.594. Have you ever seen any evil results following 
from the granting of such occasional licenses P — Never. 

65.595. Is it not a fact that disorder! v and disgraceful 
scenes often occur in connection with those Totes? — 
I have been connected with the races for 22 years, and 
I never saw a disorderly crowd there. 


Mr. Grouuon in tho Choir. 


65,596. (Mr. Saxton.) Do I understand that this 
illicitly distilled whisky is mainly consumed on Sunday ? 

Not from my experience. I do not know when it is 

consumed, nor where it is manufactured. 


65,597, Do they drink it from clioioe when they can 
get something bettor ?— I suppose a man who is anxious 
to get drink aoes not care when, or what sort it is, if 
he gets it at all. 


65.572. We have beon favoured with the statistical 
Account of the number of convictions for the year 
previous to tho passing of the Act, that wonld be of 
1877, and the year after it was passed ; do you happen 
to have the number of convictions for drunkenness on 
Sunday, say in 1896 and 1897? — I do not think I have. 

65.573. Wo have also heard that there are a number 
o private stills in Ireland existing at tho present 
time? — I am not awaro of that. 

U 98449. 
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65,598. Does it compare favourably with the liquor 
which is sold in the legitimate places P — I do not know 
anything about it, but I am told that it is better than 
the majority of whisky that is sold in the licensed 
houses. I am told there is no nicer whisky at all. I 
have that from the Excise authorities and the police 
authority, who had samples of it. They sent it to 
Somerset House, and got it nnalysed thera. They say 
it is a magnificent whisky — this potheen, as it iB called 
Uu 
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—tb o best -whisky. They have it stored up in thousands 
of gallons at Somerset House. 

65.599. If the houses were open for a few hours, ns 
you advocate, on Sunday, do yon consider that that 
would dispose of the difficulty of the bcntljid' traveller r 

It would ; and. besides, it would allow the legitimate 

trader to do Ins bnsiness projierly, and not be paying a 
high license, and a party two or three doors from him 
sefiing more on Sunday than he would sell all the 
week, and paying no duty. 

65.600. I mean from the publio point of view would 
it do away with the practical inconvenience of having 
a bond Jide traveller at all ; would it be unnecessary to 
have any provisions for a bond fide traveller ? — I would 
not provide for the bond fide traveller if they aro open 
on Sunday; let him take his chance ; because you ncvc-r 
could discover who the genuine bond fide traveller is. 

65.601. Is it the fact that the bond fide traveller is 
generally an excursionist P — No, not by any means. He 
is a pest to society in the immediate neighbourhood. 
That is what the bond fide traveller is stamped os in my 
part of Ireland. 

65,b0'2. You would he glad not to have the trouble ? 
— To be sure. Clear him off altogether from us. 

65.603. (Mr. Young.) On Sundays I supposo many of 
the publicans supply liquor by the back doors P — [ 
understand they do. I have not any personal knowledge 
of that, but I understand they do, through the bask doors 
and back yards. 

65.604. That is an additional evil from restriction P — 
Undoubtedly. 

65.605. I suppose you have no doubt that that is done 
in many of the places P — 1 have not the slightest doubt 
but that it is done every Sunday. 

65.606. I know myself that in several of the other 
towns it is (lone P — Certainly, it is done. 

65.607. Do you think that arrests form a test with 
regard to this question of drunkenness, whether it has 
increased or decreased ? — No. not at all. It has not a 
particle to do with it. You may show as many returns 
for arrests as you please, but it has nothing to do with 
the consumption of drink. 

65.608. How do you ascertain that tho consumption 
of drink is as large as before ? — It is larger than uver. 

65.609. How do you arrive at that ? — I have ab-cady 
said it must he home drinking. 

65.610. I mean the consumption of drink in yonr 
city ; yon can scarcely say how much is drunk in yonr 
city P — I conlil not give you the exact quantity that is 
chunk, but I know the drink traffic is as great, or 
greater than ever, and yet drunkenness is not so great, 
because any person in tho trade detests any peruou that 
hns the sign of drink on him; we shim him as if he 
were an unclean animal ; keep him away from us ; wo 
will not allow him near us at alL 

65.611. It is a fact, 1 suppose, that the publioan 
really does not want drunken men ? — Not at all ; the 
publican wants nothing but respectable people to go to 
him. 

65.612. The Sunday closing, you think, has had the 
effect of inducing people to secure liquors on Saturday 
for consumption on Sunday P — Yes, they carry it away 
in bottles on Saturday night, and then, perhaps they 
will drink that before thoy get homo, as I nave already 
stated. 

65.613. Many of them do take it hoineP — A good 
many do take it home for the noxt morning, and then 
there are shebeens through the city, and they have a 
watch at this corner, and n watch at that curlier, and 
another at the head of the stairs, and another at tho 
foot of the stairs, and if there is a policeman stationed 

The witnei 


evory ten yards from each other they can hoodwink 
him," because the place is like a rabbit warren. 

65.614. Do you think Sumlay closing has hod the 
effect of increasing female drunkenness ? — No. "Wo 
have the moEt respectable lot of females in tho world 
in Derry, and the most sober lot of women in the world 
in Derry. There are a class of habitual drunkards 
that ore always in the police courts and in jail, but 
outside of that we have the most respectable body of 
women in the world. Perhaps you might think that 
extravagant talk, but I positively assure you that it is 
so. 

65.615. I wish the Cork people could say that P — I am 
sure the Cork people will be able to speak for them- 
selves. 

65.61 6. Do you think that tho taking home of whisky 
ou Saturday 1ms not a tendency to the encouragement 
of drinking? — I think it is n mistake to take it home 
where there ore children. No matter how young they 
are they aro very precooions ; aud in a small house, 
where there aro only two apartments, a room and a 
kitchen, thero is no place for concealment. 

65,517. There may he a loss number of arrests in Lho 
public street and more drunkenness in private houses ? 
— Certainly. 

65.618. Is that your view P — Yes, that is my view. 

65.619. Then on the whole you really do fchiuk that 
this Sunday closing has a bad moral effect? — Un- 
questionably. 

65.620. As to tlvis illicit distillation, am I right in 
sup|JOsing that there is loss illicit distillation than 
formerly ? — I think you are right enough in fancying 
that. 1 believe there is a great deal less of illicit dis- 
tillation than there was 15 years ago. 

65.621. And that tho police are very vigilant ? — 
They are. 

65.622. I heard you say that tho potheen was better 
whisky than tho other ? — So 1 am informed. 

65.623. Do yon know wliot it is mono from ? — Some- 
times from molasses, and from sugar ; hut I think if they 
got plenty of time to make it, they can make it now as 
well as they can make any pot-still whisky from mult. 
Since the duty was taken off malt, malt has been 
greatly used, though it takes a longer time. Thoy er.n 
make potheen from sugar in about 24 hours, or from 
molasses in the same time, hut it would take four days' 
to make it from malt. Mnlt’hns to go through the pro- 
cess of fermentation to make it ready for distillatdou. 

65.624. With yonr knowledge of distillation, do you 
think the whiskv can bo hotter made from molasses or 
from sugar P — No, quite tho contrary ; hut I am in- 
formed by tho Inland Revo i me authorities that Ihoro 
is no better whisky manufactured tlmn tho whisky that 
is mude iu the small still, as thoy call it there, if it is 
made from malt. 

65.625. I understood you to say it is mode from 
molasses ? — Molasses and sugar. 

65.626. Do you consider that it is better whisky 
than that which is made from grain in a regular 
distillery iu a scientific wav? — No, it could not I mi 
better than that; but tho illicit whisky that is made 
from malt is much better than any whisky that is 
made from a patent still, because it is not whisky at 
all, it is only a spirit. It boars no character. Patent 
still comes to the world without a character, and it dies 
the same no matter hew long you koop it. That is 
why it is so much used immediately it is manu- 
factured. 

65.627. I will not go into that. It requires scientific 
knowledge to go into that. At auy rnto it is your 
strong opinion that tho houses should ho open on 
Sunday ? — Certainly. 

a withdrew. 


Mr. Adam Seaton Findeatee callod in and examined. 


Mr. A. S. 65,628. (Mr. Gordon.) I understand that you are a 
Findlater. Justice of tho Peace for tho county of Dublin t — I am. 

„ . . . 65,629. And a graduate of Dublin University P — Yes. 

l osition of u 

(fitness. 65,630. Yon hold several important posts in that 
town P — Yes. 

65,631. What ore they ?— I am a member of the Dublin 
Tort and Docks Board; I have been ten years a 


commissioner of Kingstown — threo years the chairman, 
and I am a momber also of the Black Rock and 
Kingston Drainage Board. 

65.632. You have had a long experience, I understand, 
in the wine and spirit and boor license grocory trade P — 
I have, above 27 years. 

65.633. On wbat system is your business carried 
on? — On the off-lieense system: that is to say, our 
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< s. business is, as is very common in Ireland, supplying 
Fcilaler.- wine, spirits, groceries, and tea to the public for 

*' consumption in their own homes. 

65,684 You have an intimate acquaintance with all 
the -working of the trade ? — I have. 

65,685. Yon have read the evidence which the 
Solicitor-General has given here P-^-Yes. 

65,636. Do yon agree with that generally? — Quite so. 
65,037. On the whole do you express yourself as 
fairly satisfied with the existing state of the law ? — 
Ido. 

tntod- 65,6:18. Have yon anything to say as to statements 
‘ that have been made with reference to the abnses of 

Imokel as yonr trade ? — Prom my persoual knowledge as t.0 the 
statements as to abuses, with regard to what I might 
^.od,. call false booking, I believe they do not exist. 

65.639. Within youv knowledge you never heard of 
such a thing, or found such a thing?— No. 

65.640. You think that if such a thing as a false 
entry of spirits or beer being entered as groceries were 
attempted, a man could protect hims elf, if any female 
members of his family were to order such things P — 
Quite so. 

65.641. Do you say that licenses, such as yours, have 
beeu greatly for the public benefit? — I believe they 
have. 

Transfer 65,642. What have you to say with regard to the trans- 
ribar- j for 0 f beer licenses under the Beer Liconse (Ireland) Act, 
Mailers 1877 3 — There is a very inconvenient clause in it, in 

i “ ease! - this way, that the person talcing the license must be 
in occupation for three mouths. If it so happens that 
the man dies, and the business has to be carried on by 
his son, or by his executors, in the strict legal accepta- 
tion of the Act of 1877 ho could not carry on a beer 
trade for throe months. It is a matter that is to some 
extent winked at. 

65,643. As I undorstand it, he could carry on the sale 
of wines and spirits, but not of beer ? — Quite so. 

65,6-14. Do you point that out as an anomaly in the 

5 resent stato of the law P — I think it is. It is very hard 
,ncs on a man who is carrying on practically a 
business that, if ho dies, that business should bo 
interrupted for throo months for no reason. 

Omlitions 65,645. Thru I understand you have another point to 
iiupuscd which you wish to draw onr attention, and that is the 
icthr practice by the justices of imposing conditions on a 

fievusv. license P — Quito so. When the legislature settles the 

terms of a license. I do not think the licensing 
authority ought to ho able to make special terms. 
Neither should they make special olicnces. Tho law 
should ho settled on a general principle by the 
legislature. 

65,646. I do not think that at present, so far as I am 
awaro, they arc entitled to make these conditions on 
tho liconse P — They are not entitled by law to do so, 
hut they do. I will explain myself. If you go to a 
licensing authority, and ho says “ I will not give you 
a liccnso excopt under certain terms," you know that 
■on have to go before him again, and though you may 
ogally, during tho year since he has granted that 
license , curry out tho rights under that license tothe 
fullest extent, yet if yon do not svdhere to the conditions 
under which the liccnso was given to you, having to 
moot that authority who gives the license again at the 
cud of the year, you aro practically bound by conditions 
that wore never anticipated by tho legislature. 

65,647. Or you would probably lose your license ? — 
You would not get tho renewal. 

65,646. Your opinion is that no conditions should bo 
made, except such as arc strictly statutory ? — Quite so. 
holly 65,649. Are there any other pointB to which you wish 
iwtrs. to draw the attention, of the Commission which I have 
not pat to yon P — No ; I have come forward practically 
as representing what wo call in Ireland the family 
grocery trade. They do a class of trade that perhaps is 
nob known on this side, a trade where everything in the 
way of provisions and tea, aud wines, and whisuy ana 
spirits are supplied to tho householder and sent to his 
own rosidenco ami consumed there. 

65,650. Just like tbu Scotch grocers’ license?— 
Practically. 

65,651. It is the same sort of trade. It comes to a 
great extent in place of tho wine merchant P—Quite so. 
In fact the wino merchant is almost extinct in Ireland. 


65.652. That is all you wish to bring forward? — It is 1 -5f r - S. 

Findlnltr. 

65.653. (Mr. Younrj.) Yon are of opinion that the __ 
privileges of tho sale of alcoholic liquors in grocers’ 25 May '98 
shops are productive of good effects, and you approve of 

them? — Yes, my experience has been that I have never 
seen any abuses of them. 

65.654. Are you of opinion that thero should be no Spirit 
other qualification for obtaining a spirit grocer’s license grocers 1 
than the conditions now imposed ? — I think without any licenses, 
disadvantage there might lie some conditions added. 

At the present moment there is practically free trade in 
those licenses, aud I do not sec that, it would do very 
much harm to have a little restriction; but, as a matter 
of practice, these licenses have worked for a great 
number of years, and, as far as I know, without any 
detriment to the public. 

65.655. At the present time you are aware that the 
only condition is a suitable house and a good character ? 

— Iam. 

65.656. You are aware that a license can be obtained 
by a very large number of people, apart altogether 
from other considerations ? — It could be obtained, nn- 
doubtedly. 

65.657. If an applicant in a very congested district 
a3 regards public-houses sought u license with those 
conditions he could obtain it? — He could, undoubtedly. 

65.658. Do yon think that right P — In practice I have 
never seen any disadvantage on account of it. 

65.659. I do not quite want that. Supposing that 
there wero a very large number of public-housos in a 
street and that there was a suitable house and a good 
character presented as a reason for obtaining a license, 
do you think that should he granted P — That is a 
hypothetical case. I do nob think perhaps it ought io 
bo granted in one way, but as u mniter of practice the 
hypothetical case you put does not occur because an off 
license could not live in the place. 

65,660- If they sold other things they could? — No, 
they could not; becauso the publican can sell other 
things as well. 

65.661. If they sold tea aud various other things they 
could add this spirit grocer’s license now ? — Yes. 

65.662. The publican has not that advantage ? — Tho 
publican ha3 the advantage. He can soli tea if be like. 

65.663. Are you not of opinion that the licensing The 
authority which grants publican’s licensos should be tho licensing 
solo authority, and that tho applicant for a grocer’s authority, 
license should come under the same rules and regula- 
tions P — I do not seo any objection to it, but in practice 

the fact has been that there have not boeu too many of 
tho off-liceuses created because the off-licenses have 
been regulated by tho laws of supply and demand, and 
as a matter of fact people would not take them out 
whero they would not pay. You may take it from me in 
this way, that in tho whole of Ireland, where publicans’ 
licenses are valuable, if the othor license could have 
lived in competition with it,ifc would have been demanded 
and sought for. The off-license only exists where 
thero is a living to be got by it, and when there is 
a public demand for it on the part of the public who 
get tho goods. 

65,664 Under tho spirit grocers’ license you can sell 
any quantity up to what extent? — You can sell 
practically anything under the off-license. 

65.665. And with the bottles not corked P — W ell, Sale in 
tho people always ask for a cork in tho bottles they get corked 
from us ; but I believe you could leave tho cork out if vessels, 
you liked. 

65.666. You o&n sell without, the bottle being corked, 
and you cau sell in small quantities P — Yes. 

65.667. Do you think it is fair to the fully licensed 
publicans that you should be put into this peculiar 
position with a few pounds of tea on one side of tho 
houso and with this privilege on the other side, and that 
you may obtain it, not in tho same way that the 
publican, obtains bis license, but in a very different way 
indeed, and in fact compel tlie authorities to give it. 

Do you thing that it is fair P — There has never been any 
complaint of it. Tho public will como whero they gob 
the best value. They get the same thing from us 
under our license, and they will go whoro they got tho 
best value, and I think it is to their advantage to get 
the best value. 

65.668. The same observation would apply to the 
fully licensed trade. It would bo like an abolition of 

TJ u 2 
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Mr. A. S. the license. At the present tiino it is a monopoly P— 
find, la ter. Yes. 

25 sTuT’ 38 65,669. Yon are not under a very strict monopoly in 
1 the spirit grocers’ trade and therefore you have peculiar 
advantages, have not you f — I do not think we have 
any peculiar advantages. 

65.670. You can get a license whenever you like in 
any place ?— That may he very true, bnt presuming 
there is a publican ana an off-license in a street, what 
happens ? The publican can sell in open vessels to be 
cousumed on the premises or off the premises ; we 
simply sell for consumption off the premises and the 
public have the choice of buying in either place. Where 
does the injustice come in ? They get the stuff wherever 
they think they can get the best value. 

65.671. The fully licensed publican is under the 
control, with reference to transfer and everything else, 
of a tribunal, and you are independent of that tribunal 
as regards the securing of the license and everything 
else P — There is one thing about it as far as my know- 
ledge goes, that being independent of the tribunal we 
never do anything that requires to go before the tribunal. 
That is my general experience. 

Spirit 65,672. [Mr. Grinling.) I suppose your answer to Mr. 

grocers Young's question would he this, that the two trades are 
and publi- essentially different in oharacter? — Undoubtedly dif- 
cans. ferent— two different objects. 

65.673. They supply practically a different class of 
consumers ? — Yes. 

65.674. And you think there is room for both of 
them? — Quite so. I may supplement that answer in 
this way — that a large number of our customers in 
Dublin I do not suppose were ever inside a public- 
house in their lives, but still they want to get their 
supplies and nice versa. 

65.675. Those who go to the publican would not go 
to the off-llcense holder for their supplies, and on the 
other hand the off-license holder's customers would not 
go to the publican ? — We have both an object in life. 

65,676 With reference to the congested district 
which Mr. Young has pictured to you, I think he had 
in his mind a street in Cork or Dublin where there were 
six or seven public-houses. Would it answer a spirit 
grocer's while to uttempt to start a business there P — 
He could not live for a minute. 

65,677. There is no fear of that ? — No. The laws of 
competition come in- 
spirit 65,678. With reference to this question of magisterial 

grocers control, the magisterial control of certain otf-licensos 
nud raagis is limited at present, and I should like to ask you 
terinl whether anything more can be done as far as the public 

control. interest is concerned? A man is going to sell a certain 

article, not in a place of public resort, where no public 
disorder can take place, and you ensure that the man 
shall have suitable premises to sell it in, and shall be 
of good character. Is not that sufficient for the purpose 
of carrying on any trade of that description? — In 
practice that bm» been most distinctly found to be good. 

65.679. With reference to your knowledge of Dublin, 
has there at any time within your knowledge been any 
serious opposition to the spirit grocers’ license ex- 
pressed by Dublin residents’ ? — None. I never heard 
of it. 

65.680. Notwithstanding that out of 768 spirit 
grocers' licenses in all Ireland you have 289 located in 
DnbUu ? — Quite so. 

65.681. And with those 289 you are not aware of any 
complaint that could arise fr om the residents who 
would be likely to use the facilities given by those 
traders ? — No. 

65.682. Could you give ns any idea of how it is that 
this large number of spirit grooors’ licenses has arisen 
in the two towns of Dublin and Belfast?— I do not 
know anything about Belfast, but with reference to 
Dublin, I believe that the city is extending n good deal, 
and it is because they have been a public convenience 
and necessity. People want to got their supplies 
reasonably close to their homes. 

A rating 65,683. We havo heard of a number of houses carrying 
qual ifi- on the spirit grocers’ trade which have been described 
tion. as places not suitable for human habitation, and 
certainly not suitable for carrying on the trade. Would 
that be due in any way to the low rental or low valua- 
tion of tho premises do you think P — I think it wonld be. 
I would not at all objeot to see— perhaps it would be an 
advantage— a margin of valuation necessary. 


35.684. At the present time the rating qualification Mr j 
for beer is, with a population of 10,000, 151. , and under /v.ji , ' 
10,000, SI. , is it not ?— Yes. 

65.685. And no qualification for wines aud spirits 1 — 

No. 

65.686. You think if there was a reasonable qualifi. 
cation instituted it would uo away with the class of 

houses that we hear of as not suitable for the trade ? 

Undoubtedly it would do away with what might be 
called bogus dll -licenses. 

65.687. In all probability the complaints wo hear 
from time to time of drinking on on-premises result 
from the fact that liceuses are in tho hands of parties 
who never should have held them P — Yes. 1 should he 
very glad to see a 201. to 251. valuation put on these 
houses. 

65,688- With reference to the question of sale in Sale in 
closed vessels, you know in England the law under closed 
which the off-trader trades is that lie cannot sell less vessels*! 
than a- quart bottle of spirits nor less than a pint bottle minimum 
of wine. So far as wines and spirits arc concerned, quantity, 
would you sec any difficulty on the part of the Irish 
trade in accepting that change P — Yes. It would not 
suit Ireland to be confined to the quart and reputed pint. 

A large proportion of the spirits we sell goes to the 
public in half-pint bottles and pint bottles, and u small 
proportion in what aro called noggin bottles, that is, a 
quarter of a pint, aud certainly it would absolutely 
disorganise all our trade in Dublin if wo were forced to 
eell not less than a reputed quart of whisky, aud a 
reputed pint oF wine. 

65.689. Supposing that the limit, we will say, was half- 
a-pint for spirits ?— I do not think that the law ought 
to be altered with reference to Ireland in that matter. 

At the present moment wo can soli any quantity wo 
wish. True, you might soy that half a pint ia a handy 
amount to make your minimum, but at the snme time, 
knowing that as a rule the quality of the stuff on 
account of competition is to my mind better in the 
off-licensed house, I think it is a pity to prevent men 
getting their noggin. Many men go into an off-licensed 
place and get their noggin, because they think they 
get, pud do get, better quality, and since this Com- 
mission has been going on I havo watched the trade 
closely and have seen chat lots of people went there 
and got it, and I think it is unfair to deprive them of it. 

As for assimilating the law to tho English law it wonld 
simply disorganise tho whole family supplies of tho 
city of Dublin certainly, a place which I know 
tliorougly. 

65.690. One other point with reference to the question Suinbiin 
of magisterial control. Supposing the second condition, of locality 
the suitability of premises, was enlarged so as to meet 

the objection, that a licensed house may' be put at the 
door of a church or a school, and supposing suitability 
of promises meant suitability of environment, would 
you object to thatP — I would sec no objection to that. 

That is only reasonable. 

65.691. With regard to the {-losing hours on Sunday, Homs o’ 
I understand the general opinion of the off-licensed opening 
trade in Dublin is, that for a certain time on a Sunday, Snndsji 
say before the mid-day dinner, it is necessary that the 
off-licensed premises should be opened for tho purpose 

of people getting their dinner beer. Is that yonr view P 
— That is my view, but I am not speaking from 
personal knowledge. My personal belief is this: 

With reference to the dinner beer on a Sunday, I think 
it is .a mistake not to give people the opportunity of 
getting their beer. If you watch on a Sunday some 
places where off-liconses supply beer in open Vessels, 

I say there is no objection and in. fact it is a good 
system. People will take their jug of beer and drink 
it with their dinner, and that is’ supplied by tho off- 
licenses in a satisfactory way. It is true the publicans 
can supply it too, but I do not see why it should be 
stopped. 

65.692. You think it meets a public necessity, really ? 

—I really think so. 

65.693. The last witness gave a very high testimonial 
to the women of Derry, and I suppose yon could say 
the same with reference to the women of Dublin, as 
regards this question of female intemperance. Is there 
any reason to suppose that amongst the females of 
Dublin — to speak of them in that way — a largo 
amount of intemperance prevails ? — It does not to my 
knowledge. I do not speak of the very lower orders. 
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. | 5_ (Jf.,694, If you earned oat the principle of largely 

T*W«r" limiting the number of tlie spirit grocers’ licenses, 

r '_ would not it have a tendency to create a monopoly 

__ _ amongst the holders P — Certainly. The first thing it 

will ao is this. It will create a monopoly and 
tta -. ultimately force liad quality. The off-licenses exist 
and compete on the question of quality alone. 

65.695. I believe yon haTo taken a certain amount of 
interest in the evidence that Mr. Daly, the Clerk of the 
Dublin Police Court, gave here last week? — Yes. 

05.696. Mr. Daly suggested that the offence of per- 
mitting consumption on the premises by the holders of 
off-licenses should bo made liable to compulsory record 
in cases of conviction. Do you sec any objection to 
that, speaking for the trade? — I think the more 
severely any breaches of the law are visited on the 
people that commit them, the better for everybody. I 
thoroughly agree with Mr. Daly on that. 

65.697. Do yon believe convictions for that offence 
can be produced against tho majority of tho rospeotable 
trade ? — Certainly not. 


65,698. Then, if so, would it not be more expedient 
to punish the irregular minority who transgress, by 
increased penalty or forfeiture, rather than force in- 
creased restriction on the trade at large ? — I am quite 
at one with thal. It is very hard lines that a person 
who breaks tho law should make severe regulations for 
thoso who do not break the law. 


65,699. Mr. Daly’s groat point was this, that he did 
not think it was just to increase restrictions on the 
trodo at largo without devising special legislation for 
special offenders. You would agree with that? — Un- 
doubtedly. Before this Commission unfortunately, or 
fortunately, the people that have been examined arc 
either the publicans or license-holders like myself who 
arc interested parties on one side, and the police, who 
are experts. Cn fortunately the men of the general 
public and the person who drinks moderately either at 
a public-house, or bays liis wine or whisky from the 
holders of liconsos, like myself, has not been considered, 
and I think that if he was considered, and his evidence 
could be given, it would bo more important than the 
evidence of those that are interested. 

fualitions 65,700. (Mr. Jolmnlon .) These restrictions that you 
imposed complain of so much in the conditions, I suppose you 
■pou arc aware, are almost invariably imposed in the interest 
few* of the applicant ? — I do not follow your line of argu- 
ment. 

65.701. An off-license is applied for — I am speaking 
of how it works in England, but it may be different 
with yon— and the justices have no intention of grant- 
ing any license there ; they do not think it is needed 
for beer on draught, but they say you can get a spirit 
or bottled wine liccuso without coming to us at all 
except as a formality ; wo do not object to grant you a 
beer license, too, if yon will submit to the proper re- 
strictions ; the mnn'says he will willingly agree to that, 
and thou ho gets a license, which, if ho would not sub- 
mit to tho conditions, he would not get at all. That is 
my moaning in saying they are imposed in the interest 
of the applicant ?— I do not think so. I think that that 
practically makes for every licensing authority in every 
licensing district a law for a very small circle of its 
own. Take a caso in point. Yon go from one county 
to the other, and one net of licensing justices to another 
set, and they all have different views and different 
ideas, mid I do not think piecemeal regulations ever 
work well. 

65.702. You would rather the license was refused 
altogether P — I would. 

65.703. Thai, docs not happen to be tho opinion of tho 
applicant P — No, that may bo true. 

65, 704 (Mr. Roberts.) Yon referred to yourself, as a 
witness to-day, ns an interested party? — I referred to 
myself os a lioonse-holder in all the suburbs of Dublin. 

65.705. I gather that you appeal- principally to-day as 
a representative of the family grocer trade? — Yes, I 
wunt to make it dear that tho family grocer trade is 
qnite different in Ireland to what it is m England. 


65,706. For a long timo you have taken an interest in j^ T j 3 
the general interests of the trade P — Certainly, I have. Fiiidlaler. 


65.707. With regard to your own particular trade, you 
have a special brand or wnisky hove you not ? — Yes. 

65.708. Do you hold a publican’s license P— I do, or 
our firm does. I do not myself personally. In some of 
our places we have a publican’s license and in some tho 
off-license. Practically we work on the off-sy stern. 


25 May ’98 


65,709. You personally hold n publican's license in 
one case? — I hold one for tlie Empire Theatre, but 
practically my firm, yon may take it, holds the publi- 
can’s license and tho other license. 


_ 65,710. You own a house in the town in which you 
live ? — Yes, that is Kingstown. 

65.711. Did you say that yon had anything to do 
with the Empire Music Hall P— Yes. 

65.712. What is your connexion with that? — I happen 
to be chairman of tho company. 

65.713. Wonld yonr whisky be sold there ? — Yes. 

65.714. With no limitation as to any other ? — That is 
an ordinary publican’s license. 

66.715. Yon have taken an interest for some time in 
this inquiry? — Yes, I have. I have not read tbo 
evidence all through, because it is rather voluminous. 

65.716. I have before me a copy of the " Freeman’s 
Journal ” of November 17th, 1867 — last year — in which 
there is a report of the meeting of the Licensed Grocers’ 
and Vintners' Association in Dublin ? — Yes. 

65.717. That would be a publican’s association, I take 
it P — Yea. 

65.718. At that meeting you moved a resolution P — I 
believe I did. I do uot recollect it. 

65.719. Calling upon all the members of the trade to 
assist in procuring evidence? — I believe I did. I will 
take it from you that what you say is correct. 

65.720. I simply gather from that that yon do not 
only represent the particular family grocery trade here 
to-day, but that you have boon for a long time an active 
member of the licensed vintners’ trade ? — You may tako 
it I am interested in all branches of tho trade. 

65.721. (Mr. Syslop.) With reference to the adminis- 
tration of the licensing laws, you are of opinion that no 
alteration would bo an improvement ?— -I would not go 
so far as that.. There could bo improvements made 
undoubtedly, but at the same timo my evidence-in-ehicf 
was to tho effect that as far rb the off-Ucensc went the 
system was working very satisfactorily in Dublin. 

65.722. 1 understood you to say you were in favour 
of the existing law as it stood ?— With that reservation, 
I say so practically. 

65.723. There arc certain liceuses yon hold under 
which you are permitted to sell wines and hpirite. but 
you are deprived of the privilege of selling beer? — Yes, 
beer and wine and spirit liconscs run concurrently — 
separate licenses. 

94.724. By the Beer Houses Act in England you have 
authority to sell beer only ? — Yes. 

65.725. No spirits or wines ? — Quite so. 

65.726. Would there be any auomaly in that, with 
reference to the wine and spirit trade in Ireland 
selling beer ?—I do not think so. As far as my know- 
ledge of the beer house legislation on this side is 
concerned, tbo English people drink beer in a way wo 
do not on the other side at all. 

65.727. Porter? — Porter and whisky, but a beer- 
house pure and simple could not exist in Dublin. 

65.728. (Mr. Qrinling.) You require a separate license 
to sell bec.r in Ireland, the same as the ofl- trade does in 
England P— Yes. 

65.729. Tho license is not a spirit grocer's license 
that authorises yon to sell beor ?— Certainly not, you 
must have a beer license. 


The witness withdrew. 
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Mr. Hicbaei Shiels called in and examined. 


a retired opinion thal their necessities are largely supplied by tins 
class of trader ?— Yes. That is a very important matter 


Of. ,730. (Mr. Gordon.) I understand you 

spirit merchant f ' ts ‘ , au j ma y not be clearly understood, that the men in 

65,731. And you have been for many years connected the fla5 . J trado Bro c i ose d in for long hours in a close 
ith tho spirit traded— Yes. atmosphere breathing in flax dust, which affects their 


2 3 May '9 8 ^th’ the spirit 
Position of 65,732. For how long a period of time ?— Thirty 
witness. years. 

65.733. You were lately, I believe, chairman of the 
Licensed Vintners’ Association of Belfast? — Yes. 

65.734. And also chairman of the Family Grocers’ 
and Spirit Dealers’ Association of Belfast?— Yes. 

65.735. But yon now reside on the sea coast ?— Yes, 
latterly. 

Spirit 65,736. Your evidence is especially with reference to 

grocers. spirit grocers, is it not, and yon wish to spoak on their 
behalf r — For tho trade generally. 

65.737. Do yon mean the spirit grocers' trade ? — For 
the spirit grocers' trade first, and then I shall have 
somctliing to say upon other portions of the trade, with 
the permission of the Commission. 

65.738. You know the whole ramifications of the trade ? 
— Not altogether. 

The lying 65,739. Does the tied-house system prevail much in 
system. your town ?— Not in the sense of the word as it is used 
in England. There arc young men who get assistance 
from merchants and from bams. 

65.740. Bv merchants, do yon mean spirit dealers and 
brewers ? — in somo few cases, but in more cases from 
other persons who assist them into trade. 

65.741. What class of persons?- -Bankers, and men 
who would wish to lend money on fair security. 

65,712. Young men going into the spirit business ? — 
A young man who has served his time to the trade and 
is known to bo sober and pushing will get assistance in 
many ways to enter the business on his own account. 

65.743. He would not in consequence of that be 
strictly tied to purchase his goods at one particular 
place f — No. There may be a few cases, but I wish the 
Commission to understand that it is not the rale in 
Bel fust. 

65.744. You would deprecate any interference with 
this system, and you think on the whole it is beneficial ? 
— I believe it i« useful. The tied-house principle as in 
England 1 donot wish to encourage, but where brewers 
assist industrious young men without binding them. 

65.745. Do you consider that the system as now 
pursued in Belfast is on the whole beneficial P — Very 
beneficial. 

65.746. That is your distinct opinion P — Yes. 

Spirit 6-5,747. I see you have something to say with regard 

grocers of to the evidence that was given by Mr. T. W. Russell 
great mine havo you not ? — Yes. 

in Keif list. 65,748. Undo- what head ? — I consider that tho 

evidence of Mr. T. W. Russell and others reflected upon 
the spirit grocers, aud I think that they were giving 
evidence from hearsay and did not understand what 
they were talking about. 

65.749. I understand be divided tho spirit grocers 
into two distinct classes, did he not ? — Yes. 

65.750. You, on the other hand, 6»y there are only a 
few of the larger spirit grocers in Belfast ? — There is n 
very large number, but I think that Mr. T. W. Russell 
wishes to class them as the higher class and the lower 
class. I suppose he meant by the higher class those 
who supplied the higher class of customers, and by the 
lower class those who supplied the working class 
customers in the working-class districts. 

65.751. Is not that a natural consequence that there 
should bo fewer who supply the higher class and the 
larger quantities P— You might say so, but after all a 
small shop with a good article can get customers from 
high and low. 

65.752. You think that this clas3 of traders are of 
great value in Belfast ? — I believe that they are a great 
convenience because they enable a customer to get 
everything he requires in tho one establishment and to 
have one pass book, and the goods can bo sent home at 
one time- without his having a messenger to go to 
different establishments and paying different accounts. 

65.753. With regard to the men engaged in the linen 
and flax business in Belfast, I think you have somo 


lungs , — .„ 

wealt and with no appetite. I have known them 
to have first to get a stimulant before they could think 
of taking their food. They drink a little each meal 
time, and do not buy in large quantities such as would 
be purchased by richer customers in larger establish- 
ments. 

iio,754. They drink with their meals? — They take 
spirits before their meals usually. 

65.755. Is that peculiar to the llax trade ? — Yes. 

There are very few men who have been 40 years in tho 
flax trade that are not very far gone with asthma, and 
they consider that stimulants are of great assistance 
both to their appetite and to keep them up during their 
working hours. 

65.756. (MV. Younger.) Thoy take it as a medicine ?— 

They take it for their good, as far as I can understand. 

65.757. (Mr. Gordon.) You do not givens any statistics 
as to how many are engaged in this trade, but I know 
it is a large industry? — -It is one of the leading in- 
dustries in Belfast, aud a very larga number of men ure 
employed in it. 

65.758. Have you anything to say with reference to Causes ol 
the large inorcase that has taken place in the number of increas-d 
spirit grocers' licenses in Belfast of recent years P — Yes. spirit 
Our population has increased so very much — in some grown, 
cases districts of 20 acres have been covored over with 
working-men’s houses — that it was quite natural there 
should be an off-license at the end of each street or 
block, for the regular licenses were not granted. 

65.759. Your licensing authority in Belfast is the 
Recorder P— Yes, for tho regular licenses. 

65.760. He has not been granting any now public- 
house licenses ? — V ary few. 

65.761. So that, in your opinion, theso now districts 
which are arising, along with tho increase of population, 
would be entirely destitute of supply wore it not for tbc 
spirit grocers’ licenses — that is your argument ? — Yes ; 
but at the same timo I agree that in some oases it has 
been overdono. 


65.763. What have you to say with reference to the Women 
question of women and girls being supplied with drink not sup- 
by the spu-it grocers? — After my long experience, I plied by 
have to say it is purely imaginary. There mny bo a spirit 
few solitary cases, but there is nothing at all on which 8™“"’ 
to found an opinion. 

65.764. You also repudiate any assertion that liquor is 
supplied under tho guisa of other goods P — I do most 
certainly. There could not be anything more suicidal 
to a trader than to encourage such a thing iu his shop. 

It would load to bad debts altogether. I have stopped 
some women's accounts when I have found they were 
selling goods at a heavy discount, and I have bad to 
iufona their husbands of it, and I have put a stop to 
it myself. 

65.765. With reference to the granting of spirit Granting 

E cers’ licenses, I understand that you are of opinion oflicas** 
t that should be in the hands of the same authority *? be m 
as other licenses? — Yes, with power to appeal. Recorda'* 

65,766. That would be iu the hands of the recorder? hand-, 

— Yes. 

65,767. Would you advocate an appeal from the 
recorder? — Yes; all men are likely to err, and I 
would go for au appeal. 

65,768. To whom would that appeal lie?— To the 
judges of assize. 

65,769. Have you anything to Bay os to those districts Sundij 
where Sunday closing is iu force?— Yes. It is one of dosing- 

the greatest abuses that ever came into those districts, 
generally speaking. I own property in country districts 
and have been in county towns on Sunday, and I liavo 
Known the men who own licensed houses sell large 
ciuantities of drink to persons who sold it anywhere 
they could on tho highways and byways on Sundays. 
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65.770. Yon mean they sold the drink on Sunday 
when the houses were closed? — Yes. Barbers would 
go to a retail man before dosing time on Saturday 
night and purchase a quart, or two quarts, of whisky, 
keep it hidden in the back yard, and supply the men 
who oame in to get their lioir dressed or to get shaved. 
Drunkenness would he going on full speed, and nobody 
could tell how it was going on unless it was ferreted 
out as I did. 

65.771. Then you do not approve of the Sunday 
dosing ?— It has done no good. Those who want drink 
will have it. That is my experience, and we should all 
like to see improvement, 1 believe. 

65.772. How do yon account for the fact that in 
Scotland it is unanimously agreed that it has done 
goodP — I have somo experience of Scotland too, and I 
have seen the Forbes Mackenzie Act broken every 
Sunday of my life when I was in Scotland, and table beer 
Bold on the fourth story of a Close where it was impos- 
sible for the police to detect them. 

65.773. Thero are always evasions of every law, but 
on the whole the evidence is that it has proved a 
success P — I am glad to hear it, but my experience was 
that thero was a great abuse and a great amount of 
drunkenness. There is more difficulty in detecting it, 
of course, because they put the stock-in-trade down their 
jaw-box when they see a policeman coming. 

65.774. Have yon many shebeens in Belfast ? — A few, 

I believe ; I do not know them. I know there are other 
great abuses in illicit trading. 

65.775. Yon seem to say there is a good deal of illicit 
salo goes on in the country districts out of hours P — Yea. 

I have known mon to take a car and drive 6 miles, and 
the carman have to put the reins round them to get 
them home, for fear they should fall off. 

65.776. You cannot give information as to shebeens P 
— No, I do not know the number of shebeens in Belfast, 
but I believe Bhebeeuiug is oarried on. I can tell you 
how drink is got in Belfast. In one case I knew a 
watchman of some brickfields who had a hnt there, and 
when ho got his wages on a .Saturday evening his wife 
went off to a small spirit merchant’s place in Belfast, 
and she laid out the entiro amount of his wages in 
noggins and half pints ; she brought thorn up and 
deposited them nndor the brick covers in the brickfiold, 
and all tho labourers in the locality knew the drink 
could bo got there. They never kept more than one 
littlo bottle in tho house, or two at a time, and they 
charged eighteen ponce for half a pint of, I suppose, 
very now wnisky, and ninoponce for a noggin, and the 
men that purchased it slipped away along the fields 
to drink it ; and I know, till it came to my know- 
ledge, it was tho cause of great suspicion and annoyance 
to n respectable trader in tho locality those men going 
about drunk there. Tho whole thing was charged to 
him before ho know it ; and that was myself. 

65.777. I understand you to say that there is a large 
capital employod in your trade in Belfast, is thero? — In 
tho off-licensed trade there is. 

65.778. Can yon give us tho figures P— Any young 
man starting cannot enter the trade without fitting up 
premises and being out of pocket at least 501., and it 
may be 5002., according to his means, or the extent of 
tho premises ho oooupios. 

65.779. Can yon give ns the total yon think is 
employed in the trade P — I could not give you the 
correct figure, I can only say it is a very large sum. 

65.780. (Mr. Eoberts.) How many off-licenses are there 
in Belfast P — Over 400 off-licenses. 

65.781. At an average of 1002. a piece P— Yes; you 
may safely say that. You cannot fit np a place neatly 
for business without being out 1002. or more. 

65.782. (Mr. Gordon.) Have you anything to say as to 
tho valuation of these houses P — They are from 152. 
upwards. 

65.783. As to tho method of valuing ?— I think the 
method is very good. In a working-olaas locality a 
man doeB not require very large premises. In fact, a 
man might soil a good article, and a deal of it inn vory 
email house, if ho had tha trade. 

65.784. Is there any other point you wish particularly 
to mention to the Commission? — Yes. It has been said 
that thoro has been no voice from the working classes 
with reference to meetings or memorials— -no words, at 
least, which express their opinion on this subject— for 
over 2u years. They consider that it is mere folly for 


them to be bothering their heads with what they call Mr. M. 
the temperance cranks. They consider that no sane Shiels. 

Government wonld adopt their views. It seems 

ridiculous in their eyes, and the same as if they wanted 25 May ’i8 
to interfere with vegetarians, or other things that seem ~ —— * 

carious to them. 

65.785. That is your opinion P — That is my opinion, 
indeed. Then I believe that the more you restrict 
drinking the more the people crave for it. I see more 
sobriety on the Continent, where brandy can be pro- 
cured hot for two sous a glass, than where people are 
restricted. When men get a chance to drink in a hurry 
in an illicit way, if there are four altogether, the whole 
four wonld buy one after the other, and they wonld go 
out with four glasses of whisky each in their stomachs, 
whereas if not restricted they would have had one 
small drink and then would go on and have a walk. I 
may add that I consider thero is no remedy for 
drunkenness except by stopping brewing, distilling, 
and importing. By changing the channol aud allowing 
the water to run in more freely, I do not think you 
will ever bring about anything of a bettor nature. I 
consider the clergy as a rule are right in their opinion 
with reference to temperance. They rest their hope in 
self respect, moral suasion, and the grace of God ; with 
pledging the young people, our present boys aud girls, 
if they can, up to 20 years of uge, and then they expect 
they will become tho sober men and women of tho timo 
to como. 

65.786. (Dean Diekitison.) You say you account for Working 
the silence and indifference of the working men to the men and 
question of Sunday closing, and so forth, because they Sunday 
believe it wonld never be carried into effect P — They closing, 
believe it is an undue interference from outside. 

65.787. How do you account for the fact that on 
the other side very large meetings of working men 
have boon held during the last 10 or 12 years in favour 
of Sunday closing P — Those who do not use public- 
houses have interfered largely with tho trade, but wc 
say they have no business with tho trade when they do 
not use the public-house. 

65.788. But tho working mon do ? — Yes ; but one 
working man, I think, should have no right to dictate 
to another. The law is quite sufficient Co check 
offenders. 

65.789. The working men suffer from tho driulc 
traffic and from the consequences of it, and many 
people suffer from increased taxation, and, therefore, 
they have an interest in the matter P — They may take 
an interest in it, from that point of view, hut I havo 
known many of those large mootings to be whipped up 
by what we call temperance overlookers, who havo 
commanded the mon to go thsrc, and even petitions to 
be signed. 

65.790. I have known mootings of working men 
interrupted by those who have been whipped up on tho 
other side to create u disturbance at those meetings P — 

Yes, the like of that occurs in some cases, but not very 
often. 

65.791. It has, to my personal risk, occasionally. 

How do you account for the fact that there has been 
since this Sunday Closing Aot a decrease in the con- 
sumption of spirits. To take lost year, there was a 
decrease of 15,0622. in the consumption of spirits in 
Ireland, over 15,0002. less spent in spirits in Ireland 
than previously? — I think very few can give a reason 
for that. Statistics change np and down, and few cau 
tell the reason why. 

65.792. Yon cannot, at all events ? — No, I do not 
think many can. 

65.793. There has been a slight decrease in the beer, 
but a decrease on the previous year of 12,0002. ; that is 
to say, that in those two years there has been a decrease 
of nearly 30,0002. in the consumption of intoxicating 
liquor ? — Ic might be put down to bad tunes in some 
cases, scarcity of employment, or strikes. When largo 
bodies of men are idle they can scarcely obtain food, 
let alone stimulants. 

65.794. Is that all over Ireland ? — Sometimes in one 
part and sometimes another. 

65,796. Yon attribute no part of that decrease to tho 
effect of Sunday closing ? — I do not think there would 
be a large sum to be pnt down to that, but it is an 
impossibility to find oat what the effect of Sunday 
closing was. 

65,796. The number of arrests in Ireland generally 
came down to one half in the year after the Sunday 
U n 4 
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Mr. M. Closing Ast was passed. Do you attach no value to the evils, by way of abuse of both the regular lioense jj r , jj 

• *■- -a a Thuc would arise from the fact of men and off-license. • ’ 


conducting themselves better and not drinking too 
May ’95 muen at a time. 

05,797. It occurred as a sort of accident P — There is 
n great deni that is shown by statistics that is the result 
of accident. You cannot tell how it occurs. 

The evils 05,798. (Mr. TFaMcr.) I suppose you have had con- 
of restrie- siderable experience and been brought iu contact very 
tiuus. much with the working classes of Belfast iuparticular ? 
—Yes. 

65,799. And your opinion has been formed from that 
intercourse that the more you restrict the more injury 
you do?— Yes. The craving comes on, and the men 
will drink twice as much in a shorter time. 

(>5,800. And the legally established and properly 
conducted houses, with sufficient safeguards for the 
supply of these articles, are much preferable to the 
occasional illicit and irregularly established places ? — 
Yes, I consider that there is no temperance preaching so 
effective as where the trader refuses a man’s money 
and tolls him he will not supply him with any more 
drink. 1 consider that that is a proof earnest that the 
establishment is well oonducted. and that the welfare 
of the customer is in the man’s mind who conducts the 
establishment. 

05.801. Are you secretary to the Belfast Spirit Grocers' 
Association ? — No. Iam past chairman of the Licensed 
Vintners, and also of the Spirit Grocers. I was con- 
nected with the Vintners’ Association for nearly 20 
years, lama property owner and large ratepayer, and 
have an interest in house property that is licensed, and 
I have looked into the question carefully. 

65.802. Why I asked that question is this, that from 
the position you oocupy in connection with the grocers’ 
association yon certainly no doubt would possess a 
knowledge of the nature of their biwinoss ? — Yes. 

65.803. In your opinion has Sunday closing produced 
an extra degree cf business on Saturday night to the 
licensed grocer ? — I could not Bay so. If a customer 
wautedto purchase drink for Sunday he would purchase 
it of a licemed vintner or spirit grocer. 

65,801. You cannot answer that uuestion P — I never 
know any addition to my trade by the Saturday night 
purchases — anything I could remark as an addition to 
it. 

65.805. We have had it stated here that the con- 
sumption bus increased and nob decreased consequent 
on Sunday closing, and that there has been more home 
consumption. Is thnt your view? — It may bo; but I 
cannot prove it. 

65.806. Is that your opinion? — It may bo, but I am 
not perfect ou that point. 

65.807. You will not express an opinion upon that ? — 
No. I should say I might make n, mistake if I said 
there wan. 

65.808. You condemn Snuday closing ? — Yes. I 
believe that the towns Ihst are open are the best 
conducted on the whole, and I think it is a mistake to 
continue the Sunday Closing Act in the country. 

65.809. Do I understand you to mean that yon approve 
of Sunday closing? — No, neither in town nor country. 

65.810. Do I understand you that you are opposed to 
Sunday closing either in town or country? — I am, 
decidedly. 

65.811. Are there any browories in Belfast? — Yes. 
05,112. How rnanyP — I think there are three or 

four. 

65,813. In your experience, does the firm of Messrs. 
Guinness supply the greater portion of Ireland with 
beer ? — They sell a great deal of stout in Belfast. 

Spirit 65,814. (Afr. RoberU.) I find, from a Parliamentary 

grocer* in Return, there were. last, year, 301 spirit grocers ill 
Belfast. Bolfnst ?— Yes, and I believe there are more now. 

65.815. Of these, 277 have received their licenses 
dcriug the past 10 years? — Very likely. 

05.816. I find also, during the last three years, 294 

f arsons holding such licenses were prosecuted ? — Very 
ikely. 

55,817. And 166 wore convicted P — That may bo. 

65,818. No less, in other words, than 70 per cent, 
were prosecuted during the three years ? — Thus may 
be. 

65,819. Now, whas is the reason of that? — The over- 
granting of licenses, in many cases, is the cause of all 


65.820. Then, too, many of those licenses have been 

granted ?— Yes, where they were not needed. Excc«<ivj 

65.821. In that case the magistrates were to blame? Eu .™ l *r of 
— 3 lielieve so. 

65.822. That is your opinion ? — Yes. 

65.823. Have you auything to say as to whether any 
influences were brought to l>enr ou the magistrates in 
causing them to grant licenses ? — There may have 
been, but I should like to give just a little further 
explanation with regard to those statistics. When yon 
sit down three men to two men’s food the weak man, as 
a rule, falls out and dies away. In the trnde the same 
thing occurs. Where there are i-liree houses where 
there would be n respectable living for two, the weak 
man drops out also. He is like the drowning man. 

Daring the last half-year of liis tenancy, when he 
knows he is bound to go, he catches at liny shilling 
and breaks the law without hesitation. He goes away 
and leaves three or four records behind him, and 
then after that he is no more in the spirit trade. Ho 
may be in the Transvaal or the Slates. Those records 
remain against the trade, ami ilie man who is guilty of 
them has gone away. Then they are used against the 
respectable portion remaining iu the trade as statistics 
which, show, as it were, that they are all illicit traders 
and a disreputable body, whereas it is quite the reverse. 

I kept an off license for my son, and 1 let off two very 
fine pnblic-honses, and the reason for that was that I 
believed it was the most select portion of the trade, and 
my son would not have managed a regular licensed 
house though reared in the business. He stated that 
the selling of drink under an off license was as simple 
ns selling butter milk, but iu the other case there were 
the usual little incidents that occur at the bar of a dram 
shop, and I consider he was right. 

65.824. I can quite understand that being so in your 
case, but I gather from your evidence that iu the first 
place a great many, too many, of these licenses have been 
granted by these magistrates, and n great deal of urnluo 
influence was brought to bear on them to grant them P 
— I lielieve yon are right in saying that. 

65.825. (Mr. Younger.) A word on thcsnbjoct ofyonr Tied 
tied-houses in Belfast. I suppose although certain houses i« 
wholesale firms have lent money to licensed persona in Bclhst. 
Belfast, you differ there from us in linglnud to this 
extent, that a grant portion of the money is advanced 

by banks and private individuals to peoplo who carry 
on this business? — Very much so. 

65.826. Without any tic of any sort with roforonce to 
the supply of liquor? — Yes, only receiving interest and 
holding the deeds os security. 

65.827. I suppose you are aware thnt the Recorder of 
Dublin, who gave evidence hero, suggested thnt to 
inquire into advances of that kind was an important 
element in the granting of a license as to tko suitability 
of the applicant?— I should think that is going too 
much into private business. 

65.828. I was going to ask you whether you would 
not deprecate nny alteration of tho law which would 
allow interference with or inquiry into anything of that 
kind ? — Most decidedly. 

65.829. As putting difficulties in tho way of respect- 
able young men getting reasonable advances ?— That is 
so. The rising young men in our trade hnvo all been 
assisted and are now respeotnble traders with good 
establishments. 

65.830. And they would have been totally unable to 
embark in the trade at all unless private lenders had 
granted them a certain amount of accommodation P — 

Their start would have been too weak, and they could 
never have made any headway. 

65.831. (Mr. Grinling.) I think most of the points of 
vour evidence as effects the spirit grocer’s license have 
been fully gone into, but I should like to clear up a few 
matters. You are aware that a witness attended here 
on the 10th of May, representing himself to be the 
secretary of the Belfast United Trades and Labour 
Council? — Yes. 

65.832. Perhaps you know tho witness P — I do not 
know him personally. 

65.833. I waut to ask yon if these views are generally 
accepted by the working classes of Belfast as he 
explained them to tho Commission. One statement 
he made was this : — “ Spirit grocers nre regarded with 
‘ more abhorrence than tho public-houses, and the 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 

Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 


MINDIES OP EVIDENCE. 


345 


“ general opinion is that they are tho most potent 
“ cause in the demoralisation of women, and lead to 
“ drinking amongst women who go under the cloak of 
“ buying groceries and purchasing cheap groceries 
“ and purchase drink.” Is that a fair statement? — 
Not at ali. That is the statement of a rabid Rcehabito 
who knows nothing about the trade and who never 
entered a house of the kind. He has this opinion and 
gives expression to it neve, but could prove nothing of 
the sort. 

65.834. Is it a fact in your opinion that groceries are 
sold cheaper in those houses? — It would be ruinous 
to make two prices. Yon will have your temperance 
customer coming into the shop as well as the man 
who uses liquor. How could you make two prices 
in your shop ? You would destroy your trade. That 
is altogether imaginary. 

65.835. Then he was asked : "You think that ia done 
“ for an inducement to go and deal there,” and he says, 
“ I decidedly do. I think it is to allure women to 
“ them ” ? — That is altogethor an imaginary statement. 
Tbc man could prove nothing of tho sort. There is 
nothing connected with tho trade that would bear on that. 

65.836. Then ho is asked : — “ Do you believe they get 
liquor put down to them under the head of other com- 
modities ? — (A.) Yes. It is quite a common practice to 
get liquor put down as ‘goods’." 1 understand you 
distinctly deny that as fur as your experience and 
knowledge of the trade goes P — Yes. I answered that 
before, and you heard my opinion on that. 

65.837. Then he was asked : “ On that head is there 
anything else you wish to add for the information of 
the Commission ?" and this was hie answer: “Yea, 
I think it would be a great advantage if the spirit 
grocer’s license wore entirely abolished, and I think it 
would be also in harmony with public opinion in Belfast. 
I nm certain that at least 90 per cent, of the working men 
of Belfast would vote for tho abolition of tho spirit 
grocer’s license." I want to ask you, do you think he 
could bo possibly entitled to speak for 90 per 
cent, of the working men of Belfast P — No. I 
mode inquiries with regard to that man, and 
I find he. only oamo here to speak for himself, and he 
is known to be a rabid Rcehabito who would abolish the 
whole trado. 

65.838. You are glud of the opportunity of removing 
any impression that bis evidence might Lave made on 
tho Commission P — I am pleased to got tho opportunity 
of replying to it. 


65,839. (Mr. Young.) You are chairman of the Belfast Mr. hi. 
Spirit Grocers’ Association? — I was. Shiels. 

^ 65,840. Is that a large association? — Yes, pretty 25 

65.841. They take under their protection simply the 
spirit grocers ? — The oif-licensed trade. 

65.842. You are of opinion that the granting of the Licensing 
spirit grocer’s license should be in tho hands of tho authority 
recorder, and that it would tend to improvement if new for spirit 
licenses were only granted to persons of experience P — grocers. 
Yes. 

65.843. What do you mean by that p Is it not u fact 
that at the present time these licenses can be got with- 
out the discriminating authority of tho licensing 
tribunal, and that they can be got whether they like it 
or not? — I believe so. A magistrate told me they had 
no alternative but to grant them. 

65.844. Arc you of opinion that that should continue ? 

— I am of opinion that it should cease as soon as possible. 

It is one of the greatest evils we have. I also said to 
the Chairman that I was in favour of an appeal from 
the recorder. We find that about ;> per cent, of the 
recorder’s decisions are reversed by tne judges, and 
they might err as to liconsos as well as to other 
matters. 

65.845. It is your opinion that the granting of spirit 
grocers’ licenses should be under tlie same nutliority, 
and regulated by tho same conditions, as the full 
licenses are ? — Yes, new licenses at the annual licensing 
sessions, and transfers in the ordinary course: lmt I 
forgot to mention that wo consider having to wait three 
months for the beer license and ai the same time being 
empowered to soil spirits, is a great hardship, and that 
it does not carry any sense with it. 

65.846. (Mr. Gordon .) You agree with what was stated 
liy the previous witness on that point? — Very likely. 

65.847. (Mr. Young.) Then you want a different mode 
hem tbc present of licensing Bpirit grocers P — Yes, I 
would suggest that it should be in the hands of the 
recorder, with power to appeal. 

65.848. My point iB this : Would you like the mode 
of granting tne license to spirit grocers to be in the 
samowayas granting the full license P — Yes, I would 
suggest doing away with the certificate that is returned 
annually and with tho fee that is collected annually by 
the clerk of petty sessions, which I bolieve ho hus no 
claim upon. 


The witness withdrew. 


Mr. Joseph O’Brien oallcd in and examinod. 


ilr.J. 65,849. (Mr. Gordon.) I believe you are a native of 
OBricn. Cork? — Yes. 

— 65,850. And are the secrotary of the United Trades 

Position of and Labour Council in that city P — Yes. 
emeu. 65,851. And that society or council embraces nearly 
all the trades in tho city ? — Yes, that is tho faot. 

65.852. What is your own trade? — lam a plasterer 
by trade. 

65.853. Do you appear before the Commission with a 
mandate from this council P — On the receipt of the 
summons of the Commission, I called a special meeting 
of the Cork United Trades Council together, and they 
folly empowered me to come and speak on behalf of 
the trades of Cork, and a resolution was adopted by 
them protesting against the passing of the Sale of 
Intoxicating Liquors Bill into law. 

Station 65,854. Did you hold a meeting? — Yes, we held a 
•f Cark meeting on April 28th, at which the following resolu- 
tion was passed : — “ Resolved, that we, the Cork 
laio “ United Trades and Labonr Oounoil, strongly protest 
®* il - “ against the passing into law of the Sale of Intoxica- 

“ ting Liquors (Ireland) Bill, at present before P&rlia- 
“ merit, and wo call upon our city and county members, 
" as well as the other parliamentary representatives, to 
” support tho views of the working-classes with regal’d 
“ to this measure.” Copies of that resolution have 
boon forwarded to the various Members of Parliament 
— tho Irish members — ns well as to the Chief Secretary 
for Ireland, and others interested in this measure. 

65,855. That resolution was passed unanimously ?— 

I Yes. I may as well point out, to show the repre- 

sentative nature of the council, that at that meeting 
there were delegates from tho tailors, plasterers, masons, 
carpenters and joiners, stone-cutters, typographical, 
U 98449. 


painters, bakers, coopers, iron moulders, cork cutters, jy r _ j 
plnmbers, boot and shoo operatives, boot makers, cubiucb ()< Brier 

makers, coach makers, railway servants, mill sawyers 

and wood machinists, and gas workers. 

65,836. In Eact all tho trades of the city P — Yes. 

(15,857. Then what is the view of your council with Sunday 
reference to Sunday closing ? — Tho view of tho council closing, 
with reference to Sunday closing is, that it would mean 
the demoralisation of the homes of the working classes. 

65.858. That Sunday closing would entail that ? — Yes. 

05.859. Thabi8 tho distinct view of your council? — 

Yes, because they believe that over restriction, or she 
curtailment of tho present hours, will tend to t.bo people 
taking tho liquor home, that aro inclined to liavo it, and 
tbc liquor they would take homo at night would be moro 
expensive than the liquor they drink presently, and if 
got would prevent them coming out to go to any devo- 
tions at all, whereas those at present come out and walk 
round and have a refreshing drink on Sunday, if the 
houses arc open os at present. 

65.860. You are inclined to think that the restriction 
on Sunday closing would rather aggravate the evils of 
drunkenness ? — Yes. 

65.861. "Would drive it into the houses P — Yes, where 
it is not introduced at present. 

65.862. That is tho distinct opinion expressed by 
your council, and you aro authorised to como hero to 
tell ns that V — Yes, to make that statement. 

65.863. Have you anything to say as to sheboening. Skobecn- 
Is there much of that goes on in Cork ? — There is a ing. 
little Bheliecning in Cork, I believe, as can bo seen 

from the returns of the drunkenness that ooours in the 
early honrs of Sunday morning and between 8 o'clock 
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on Sunday morning anil 2. 1 believe it is the 

obnoxious drunken men that tlie publicans of Cork, 

I must say, in justice to them, refuse to supply, that 
1 are picked up by the sharks that are outside these 
houses and carried away to those shebeens and not 
respectabio citizens. 

65,864 Of your own knowledge you do not know of 
these shebeens r* — Not to my own knowledge. 

65.865. This is only hearsay evidence you are giving 
as to their existence? — It seems to bo agreed, in 
general, that it is not from any legitimate public-honso 
that the persons who figure in the streets on Sunday 
morning get their liquor. 

66.866. Have you anything to say as to bogus clubs ? 
— If the present hours arc curtailed it will mean the 
forming up of bogus clubs, because they believe there 
is every facility for it; six or seven men may form 
some sort of a club that will be got np for no other 
than for drinking purposes. 

65.867. Is this the opinion of your council or your 
own private opinion ? — That is the opinion of the 
aonucil. 

65.868. Then, with reference to early closing on 
Saturday night, your opinion, I understand, is the 
same as it is with reference to Sunday closing, is it 
not P — Quite so. I believe that if they ever start clubs 
in the trade society halls it would be ruination to 
themselves and their families, for the men are com- 
pelled to go to their clubs to pay the weekly subscrip- 
tions. ana then they may meet a comrade, they have 
not seen for some time, and it is likely, if there are 
clubs in these society hails, they would sit down there 
and take more drink than they otherwise would if they 
wont for a walk round the town and went home at a 
reasonable hour. 

65.869. On what day are wages usually paid in 
Cork ? — I think the majority of the trades are paid on 
Fridays. 

65.870. In some castes on Saturdays? — In some cases 
on Saturday ; but 4 o’clock is the latest ou Saturday. 
They generally commence paying at five minutes to 2 
in the budding trados, and everything is cleared up by 
4 o’clock. The majority would be paid on the Saturday 
morning. 

65.871. Have your council any opinion as to the bond 
t fub- traveller ? — In connexion with tho proposed exten- 
sion of the three-mile limit, the council have taken that 
into consideration. Evidence has been given here by 
previous witnesses from Cork to the effect that this 
thing is abused by persons travelling on the tramways 
and the railways, for the purpose of getting liquor out- 
side the three-mile limit. That is not the fact, for tho 
parties who journey out these distances generally walk 
out. There are some picturesque walks round the city 
availed by fathers of families and their children of ii 
Sunday morning- They go down the valley to Moxleys, 
which is a nice walk, and they go in for a refreshing 
drink, and I have passed that at all times, and I have 
never seen any drunkenness there. Then another 
thing, the limit will severely affect the young men of 
the city. Most of the young men of Cork, even the 
clerks, and various other bodies, are great sportsmen, 
and there are seven packs of harriers in tne city of 

in Cork, and they all meet within the radius of about seven 
• or eight miles of tho city, and at tho end of a hard 
day’s running I think it would be very severe if they 
wound np four miles from Cork and could not get a 
drink. In fact, I think it would be a good tiling, 
speaking ns a follower of these harriers, if liberty 
were given in the country districts to have the houses 
open for a couple of hours on the Sunday. 

65.872. Do these packs meet on Sunday? — Sunday is 
the only day that the worker in Ireland lias for recrea- 
tion purposes unfortunately. There are seven clubs of 


carried they will have to open clubs, ami after a hard Mr. j 
day’s coursing instead of going home they will be much O'Briti 

more likely to get into tho club and stop gambling and . ' 

drinking there all night. 

65.877. — Have you anything to say as to the quality Quulitv 
of the drink that is sold in Cork ? — I do not believe liquor °' 
there have boon manj- prosecutions for adulterating 
liquor in Cork. Most ot the liquor drunk in Cork is 
porter, and that will not bear much adulteration. In 

fact if you were to go into any house in the city and 
call for any liquor you like, ••you will be as safe in 
getting it as you would in a choice bar. There is very 
good liquor sold by the vendors in Cork. 

65.878. As to the bars themselves are they pretty- 
well kept? — 'Very well kept. 


65,879. Have yon any other points you wish to bring Vigilance 
>cfore us ? — There was some evidence given about the of the 


police neglecting their duty, and I do not think it fair 
that that should remain unchallenged, because as fai 


as the police are concerned iu the county they are most 
vigilant in watching tho licensed houses and detecting 
any breaches of the law that may occur. They bare 
paid great attention to the publicans — perhaps too 
much — and I believe mvsolf that tho restrictions such 
as are mooted in the Bill for tho purpose of promoting 
temperance would never bring it about. Some time 
ago the temperance movement in Cork was flourishing, 
but that was at a time when the League of the Cross 
halis were looked after properly, and care taken to 
provide concerts and other entertainments for the 


members. 1 remember the fact of a large demonstra- 
tion — one of the largest ever held in Cork — being held 


to commemorate the death of tho great apostle of 
temperance, Father Mathew, and tho gentleman who 
jjrcsided over that temperance demonstration was tho 
president of the Cork Licensed Vintners’ Association, 
the then mayor of Cork, so that that will show 
you the respect of persons for the vintners. I think 
they do as much as their neighbours to promote tem- 
perance in our city, and I believe it was the unfortunate 
crisis in the late parliamentary party of Ireland that 
allowed the temperance movement to be so far forgotten ; 
and if the Catholic clergymen — and I am a Catholic 
myself— would apply themselves to again trying to 
enrol the flocks in the League of the Cross, or resus- 
citate it, and not bother themselves so much about 
politics. I fchiuk we could go along better by moral 
persuasion to bring about temperance in Ireland than 
passing restrictive measures, such as the Bill now 
before Parliament. Then I should like to show the con- 


harriers ? — Yes. 

65.874. Yon do not mean runners P — No. 

65.875. [Dean Dickinson.) Which are you ? — I am a 
follower of the hounds. 

65.876. (Mr. Gordon.) Are these really harrier 
hounds? — Yes. There is the Cork National Hunt 
Club Hounds, the Cork Southern Hunt Club Hamers, 
anil others, and they all keep separate packs of bounds, 
and there is a club membership, but at present thoro 
are no clubs formed at which liquor is introduced. 


before Parliament. Then I should like to show the con- 
sistency of onr council in connection with tho opposition 
to this Bill, as we believe that it would lie detrimental 
to the interests of the trade. In 18S8 Alderman Ocean, 
onr president, was deputed at that time — anil he was a 
strict teetotaler — to come over and give evidence 
against the Bill. He is at tho present day a member 
of Parliament, representative of the smiths, and our 
present president, Mr. Kelleher, i3 also a teetotaler, 
and he has thorough sympathy with the views of the 
council in tho matter. Mr. Maurice Healy, in his Mr. Healj 
statement here, said that he represented the masses an, l Cork, 
of Cork with reference to their views on this matter. 

He did not. Mr. Maurice Healy and Mr. .1. F. X. 

O'Brien, the two city members of Cork, when both 
seeking election from the representatives of Cork, 
had to sign a pledge to the representatives of the trade 
and labour bodies to look after their interests by every 
means in their power, and we hold that that pledge is 
good, inasmuch os we have passed a resolution that has 
been entrusted to their care to cony out. Mr. Manrico 
Healy is not voicing the opinions of his constituents 
by coming here to the Commission and Btating that 
17 per cent, of tho working classes would not be in 
favour— he said they would be in favour— or the 
majority wonld be in favour of tho Closing Bill. 

65,880. That is a matter for you to settle with 
Mr. Maurice Healy, I suppose ? — Yes. 


. 65,882. (Mr. Young.) Then really Mr. Maurice Healy 
did not represent yon here ? — No. 


65,883. How many members do yon represent in Cork 
in your council P How many comprise tho council P — 
There is ono for 20 members. Tho respective trade 


They are all quite content with the present arrange- 
ment to get it outside, and I have known since this 
Commission opened the feeling is that if tho Bill 


and labour bodies that have joined our council send 
any number they like, and then the regulation as to 
the delegates to represent them is one for 20. 

65,884. How many thousands do yon represent ? — 
I suppose wc represent from 2.U00 to 4,000 workers. 
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05.885. And really they entertain the opinions yon 
have expressed here to-day P— Quite bo. I am selected 
to come forward and put their views before you as I 
have done. 

65.886. In yotir opinion Mr. Maurice Healy did not 
represent the people of vour city and the great masses 
of the people P — Ho could not hnve represented them, 
and he wns bound by the pledge to look after our 
interests, and this was tho resolution wo passed. 

65.887. (Mr. Younger.) I do not know whether you 
arc aware that Mr. Maurice Healy in giving his evi- 
dence repudiated a suggestion by me that tho Corpora- 
tion of Cork in this matter represented the feelings of 
the majority of the community. Arc you aware of that P 
— I should say the Corporation represented a large 
portion of the other bodies outside the trades. 

65.888. He suggested he had a much more representa- 
tive constituency than tho consfitneucy which elected 
the corporation, and that he was thereforo to bo taken 
much more as a guide on this question than they were. 
Would you agree with that ? — Indirectly perhaps. 


There was a bigger vote taken to select him than to 
select any member of tho Corporation. He may base 


I lootarion. 


his opinion on that gn 

65.889. Was this a test question in Mr. Maurice 
Ucaly’s election at allp — It was not at all spoken of. 

65.890. Homo rule is tho only test yon have there P— 
That is all. 

65.891. (Mr. Roberts.) You havo stated that you are 
a plasterer by trade ? — Yes. 

65.892. Where are you employed P — I am employed 
at Beamish & Co.’s Brewery. 

I TheTtndes 65,893. As to this resolution of tho Trades Counoil. 

I want to ask yon again how many members are there 
in that association ? — I think perhaps we have nearly 
80 delegates. 

65.894. How many were present at the meeting to 
which you havo referred P — I have the number of bodies 
represented. 

65.895. How many were present? — I suppose there 
were up to from 40 to 50 representatives there. 

65.896. (Mr. Gordon.) Out of a possible 80 P — Out of 
a possible 80. 

65.897. (Mr. Roberts.) You said that they represented 
from 2,000 to 4,000 workers ? — Yes. 

05.898. What is the population of Cork? — I could 
not give you the exact figures. 

((5,899. Take tho working men of Cork. How many 
are there, do you think, engngod in manual labour ? — 
There arc a good many outside the bodies that return 
representatives. I Bhould not consider I should be 
answering by tolling you. I do not know the exact 
number. 

65.900. I should not be putting it at too high a figure 
if I were to say there were 20,000 workmen in Cork ? 
— I suppose you may put it at that. 

65.901. How do you make out that your association 
represents the majority of those 20,000 workmen. Yon 
admit it only represents 2,000 to 4,000 P— On the repre- 
sentation to us. They do not return their full repre- 
sentation. They do not pay for their full quota to our 
council. They might have a stronger representation 
than wo could account for. 

65.902. I understood you to say that this association, 
through that, resolution, represented the great majority 
of all tho workers in Cork ? — -Yob. 

65.903. How can that be? — They do not pay our 
council for their full representation. 

65.904. You stated that your council only represented 

2.000 to 4,000 men? — That is according to the repre- 
sentation they give us. The society will return 60, and 
then they would be entitled to three delegates, hut they 
may havo 200 or 300 members. 

65.905. Wo cannot go behind the facts. What you 
mean to say is, that your council represents at least 

4.000 men P — It represents more. It represents the whole 
of the workers of the city, but I want to explain the 
position. A society, porhaps numbering 300 members, 
may return to our council a membership say of 60. 
Then they would havo to pay for three delegates. They 
would have to pay 31. a year to the council, but they 
would have the other members they would not return. 
Tho council represents only 4,000 directly, but it 
represents tho muss indirectly. 

65.906. There are only 4,000 workmen who reully elect 
the delegates P — No, I tliink you do not understand it. 

65.907. (Mr. Gordon.) How many working men in 
Oork would be affiliated to this trades council, that 


the point ? — Everybody. The only bodies outside are Mr . ./. 
the dock labourers and quay labourers and coal porters, O'Brien. 

and they form a very big body outside the organised _ 

bodies, hut they generally work in touch with anything 2.j May '96 
the trades council do. If we over appeal to them for — 

help they arc alwuys with ns. 

65.908. (Mr. Roberts.) As far ns this council is con- The Trades 
oerned, they only directly represent 4,000 men P — No, Council, 
they represent more than 4,000. 

65.909. (Dunn Dickinson.) Directly P — They represent 
more. Our council represent the masses in this way. 

Wo will take the Bakers’ Society. They number 200 
members, and they will say we will return 60 members : 
that will bo 31. a year to pay to our council, and though 
they have only -a representation of 60 members on tho 
council they will number 300 in their own sooiety. 

It is a saving to the respective bodies that they do not 
return the full number. For every member they return 
they must pay Is. a year. 

65.910. They understate tho figures? — Yes. 

65.911. (Mr. Roberts.) With reference to this body of 
2,000 or 4,000 individuals, were they in any way ap- 
prised of the business that would be placed before the 
council on that occasion ? — Yes. The meeting previous 
to the one at which the resolution was coming up for 
adoption was a specially convened one, not alone of the 
delegates, but the offioers of the respective societies 
besides were present. When the notice of motion wa9 
given it appeared in tho press for a week, and there- 
fore anybody who had the slightest, opposition to that 
resolution had due notice to oppose it before it was 
carried. 

65.912. The trades council is elected every year, is in 
not P — Yes. It is a carious form. The societies who 
are affiliated with the council select their own delegates, 
and they may select them annually, quarterly, or half- 
yearly. 

65,91S. It seems rather a loose constitution P — I 
would not say so. The working man is situated in this 
way, that he may be working in Cork to-day or may bo 
sent away to County Kerry to-morrow, and therefore 
they have to elect a substitute. I would not say there 
was anything loose in that. 

65.914. At tho last election it was not elected on the 
question of this Bill ? — All matters appertaining to the 
welfare of the workers. Wien we are electing officers 
wo do not know the questions that will come up. Wo 
arc elected to guard tlieir interests. Wo could not look 
forward so far that this Bill was going to form ono of 
the questions at the time. 

65.915. Should I not be right in saying that so far os 
that particular meeting went, the delegates present 
represented nobody but themselves? — No, they 
represented their bodies. 

65.916. Then you have given evidence on a good Thereso- 
manv points as being the opinion of the oonncil with lotion, 
reference to licensing questions. I suppose yon wish in 

your evidence to limit your opinion to the contents of 
the resolution ? — That does nob deal with the evidence. 

It embraces it in a sense. 

66,917- The resolution is simply a resolution against 
the Sale of Intoxicating Liquors (Ireland) Bill P — And 
the three clauses I have brought forward in my 
evidence as being directed by the council to lay before 
you, have been the three-mile limit and tho Saturday 
and Sunday night closing. 

65.918. Were you directed at that meeting to bring 
forward those other subjects ? — No. When this resolu- 
tion was passed those wore the points considered, and 
in a speech by the proposer of the resolution I think he 
deals with those points. Mr. Jones was tho mover of it, 
and he dealt with the clauses that most affected the 
working classes — the three clauses I have referred to. 

65.919. As to the views held by tho president of your The 
trades council, is it not u fact that ho stated in his dent aiid 
speech on that question that he would be in favour of Sunday 
earlier Saturday closing — 9 o’clock closing on Saturday closing. 

igbt— but was against total closing ou Sunday?— I 


think that statement has been given here by 
Mr. Cambell, the County Inspector. 

65,920. I have the report of the president’s speech, in 
which he says 7 o’olock on Sunday is early enough to 
close the public-houses, while on Saturday night he 
personally would be in favour of caving them closed ut 
9 o’clock P— He mentioned that os an individual, but 
that waB contrary to the opinion of the council. It 
was pointed out, when that point was discussed, that 
the various committees meet on Saturday night from 
8 till 10, and when men have been sitting down to 
consider the interests of a trade they may like some 


Tinted image digitised By the University of Southampton Library Digitisation XJurifi 
Printfed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 


34S 


ROYAL COMMISSION ON LIQUOR LICENSING LAWS: MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. 


Mr. J. refreshment when they coma oat, and they would not 
O’Brien, like to find, when they came out, all the public-houses 

closed. Therefore they would say they would get in 

25 May '98 the liquor beforehand, and in trade societies where very 

strong measures have to be taken to prevent rash acts, 

such ns strikes, I do not think liquor in a trade club- 
room would be a wise thing, and therefore I think his 
opinion was to avoid the introduction of liquor into the 
trade houses on Saturday night, 

65.921. Sharing the opinion of this particular meeting 
of the trades council, you have read the evidence of 
Mr . Gambell given before this Commission ? — Yes. 

65.922. Yon are aware of what he stated as to the 
opinion of the three bishops, of the one member of 
Parliament, of tho mayor of Cork, the president of the 
Chamber of Commerce, the president of the United 
Trades of Ireland, the chairman of tho Board of 
Guardians, and some employers of labour and other 
representative persons, in all 23, in favour of Sunday 
closing, or for diminished hours for the sale of liquor 
on Sunday. You are aware of all that? — I may be 
aware of some of the bodies, but I do not vouch for all 
that Mr. Gambell gave in evidence. 

65.923. Those arc public persons and public bodies ? uo x reKaru „ m CQO ukuh o« uu 

--You mentioned the president of the United Trades of , a ' tht .' libel /,y lh „ salio „ t . 

Ireland. Had he that gentleman s name i ... — — ' . 

65.924. I suppose so ? — I do not know anybody of 
that position in Ireland. 

Go, 925. Despite all tlmt body of evidence you are 
here to say that that particular meeting of the council 
was not in favour of the Bill now before Parliament ? — 

Quite so. 

65,926. And that is your evidence ? — Yes. 


65.930. I thought you said she was committed to 
prison 200 times in the course of the year? — No, that , 
would give a very short time for her to be out of it. 

65.931. (Mr. Walker.) You have been aoat here by 
your council ? — Quite so. 

65.932. Mr. Roberts asked you where yon were 
employed, and you said in the Beamish Brewery?— 

Yes. 

65.933. That does not imply that you were influenced 
by that fact or by the circumstance that you were 
employed at the brewery and that your council sent 
you here ? — There is nothing permanent about my job 
in Beamish’s Brewery. I can be discharged at 6 o’clock 
in the evening. I have no contract with either Mr. 
Beamish, or Mr. Crawford. I am under tho control of 
Mr. Adams the engineer and as soon as I do not suit 
him I am sent off. 

65.934. You are not permanently employed there ? TheTnAj 

—No. Council. 

65.935. Now, your council, they representing a very 
laree number of the working classes, are antagonistic 
to the attempt to further restrict their convenience, or 
interference with their convenience P — Quite so. 

65.936. They regard it in the light of an interference 


65.937. They are not in any way influenced or 
actuated by any motives or interests associated with 
the licensed trade, and they are of opinion that any 
now further restriction of this character is calculated 
to do harm to their households by their being com- 
pelled to take drink home aud consume it there ?— 
Quite so. 

65.938. Aud in their view it is calculated to bring 
65,927. (Mr. Hydop.) An attempt has been made to about intemperance far more than the legitimately and 
ipreciate the importance of that meeting. Will yon openly established house ? — Quite so. 


depreciate the importance c 
put in the speech that was delivered by the president 
on that occasion. It is a very important speech, I 
understand, and I think it should be placed before the 
Commission P — Yes. It is tho speech of the president 
of the Cork United Trades’ Association [ vide foot note]. 
There is another matter I should like to mention, and 
that is that witnesses from Cork have stated how very 
. much addicted to drink the people are in Cork. I 
must flatly contradict that, because the working classes 
in Cork arc as sober a body as you can get in Ireland, 
and I think it most unfair to the women of Cork to hold 
them up as being terrible drunkards. There are a few, 
ns will appear from the police records, who figure before 
the magistrates nearly 200 times in the year, such as 
Mary Short, and people of her class, and if she is to be 
held up as any model of tho other women of Cork I 
think it is most unfair. That class, when they come 


65.939. As regards delegates, do I understand you 
that they treat the maximum of delegates as three ? — 
No, there are some societies have seven. 

65.940. Is that the maximum ? — Yes, I think seven 
is about the maximum for representatives. 

65.941. What is the minimum? — One. They are 
small bodies that have only 30 members or so. 

65.942. Supposing a trado society has 200 members, 
how many delegates would that society be entitled to 
send ? — It rests with the society to send as many as they 
like. They may only pay on 4-0 of that 200. Every 
momber that they return as affiliated to tho trados 
council they will have to pay on, and therefore, as 
a matter of economy, they do not send their fall 
representation. 

65.943. Though they may only sond two, yet they really 


LUlUR. 1C JO Juuab uiiliuj ■ Jua. n iu.u »*J 0 j woio vu.arv. j^ujju uij,j ujuj sunu i/»u, kuuj lisuij 

before the magistrates for drunkenness, have two or represent the whole society ? — Yes. The two that repre- 
threo days’ imprisonment, arc released in the morning, sent them on the council must be representative of that 
' a again the same night. 




65.928. (Mr. Gordon.) How often do yon say this lady 
is in misfortune ? — I am not. putting the particular name. 

65.929. How often during the year has she lieen in 

confinement? — From 20 to 30 times she is confined and - - 

it would be the 200th or 300th time that she was up Promise or pledge was that; he would in every way 
before the magistrates. That is on record. The promote, the interests of tiio working man P—Quitc so. 


65.944. By that means your council docs legitimately 
represent the approximate number oE 20,000 workmen 
in Cork? — Yes. 

65.945. ( Dean Dickinson.) Mr. Maurice TTealy's 


magistrates ask bow many timeB has this lady appeared, 
and very often it is laughable to read in the papers 
that it is the 300th time. 


“Tho President said tluit. although he was a total abstainer, yet 
was not one of those who believed that everybody should ho the an 

ile explained tint his observations to County Inspector (Iain bell, in- .» , . u — 

forred to by Jlr. Junes, were entirely ot mi individual character, mid Cork at the time, but he could not speak on hohalf of 

had no regard to his position oa president of the trades. Mr. Gambell that nortion which tkirrrrrh outran i Ration. 

— 1 him Ids opinion on the licensing laws as president of the 


65,946. Is it not conceivable that lie may think ho is 
promoting their best interests by the encouragement of 
temperance and the promotion of that Bill. Is not that 
conceivable ? — We should like to see temperance go 
ahead; but Mr. Maurice Healy, in his evidence here, 
appears as if he was speaking on behalf of the musses of 


body outside matters connected with labour. Mr. — 

ever itiven his views as if they were tlio views o! the president oi me 
nudes— a thing which he had un right whatever to do. As tar as his 

f lions on tbo questions want, it was ids belief Unit t.m shorten i nit of 
hours on Sunday would increase, instead of diminish, drunkenness. 
Drink, too. would be carried Into homes where it was not now brought 
and in thnt way whole Inmilies would bo demoralised. Seven o'clock 
on Sundays was early enough to clnso the public-houses, while 

Saturday nights he. personally, ,J *- * * ’ — ' — 

Closed at 9 o'clock ' - * 

rented, he said It 

should bn made tt ... 

believed tho tlirec-mile limit 
believed, generally 


. fair that the 

for those who could aliord _ 

of the working 


speak in?, if the Bill was carried : 
t ties, and labour and Other organ! 
voy drink could be obtained at u 


strongly opposed to tfee Bill, and any Irish n.. 
voted for it would not be voicing the views 0! 
heat ).”— Cork Examiner, April 30, 1898. 


that portion which possescs organisation. 

65,947. If he thinks the interests of the working 
classes and tho masses would be best promoted by that 
Bill and by other temperance legislation, then he is 
keeping his pledge in his own way ? — As an individual, 
not as a duly- elected representative. 
jb on 65,948. Who is to judge as to the pledge ; he himself 
of having them must be the judge ?—Of his own opinions, hat not os 
- -An. representing the feelings of the masses at the time. It 
might he his individual opinion. 

65,949. I only know there was a large majority in 
favour of Sunday closing when the census was taken in 
Cork ? — Oar council have consistently followed up this 
matter, and opposed it on all occasions, and therefore I 
begin to doubt that. 

The witness withdrew. 




Adjourned to Tuesday, June 7th, at 11 o’clook. 
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TABLE L 

Return of the Number of Houses for wliioh Lioenses were held on 1st February 1898, throughout Ireland, for the 
Sale by Retail of Intoxicating Liquors, showing : — 1st. Public-houses Licensed for the Salo of Beer, Spirits, 
&c. ; 2nd, Wine Refreshment Houses Licensed for the Sale of Wine for Oonsumption on the Premises, but 
not Beer or Spirits ; 3rd, Spirit Grocers' Houses having the Spirit License, and also the Beer Retail License; 
4th, Spirit Grocers’ Houses having the Spirit License only ; 5th, Boer Retail Houses having the Beer Retail 
License only. 


Counties, &c. 

Number 

of 

Public- 

houses. 

(1) 

Number 

of 

Wine 

Refresh- 

Houses. 

(S.I 

Number 
of Spirit 
Grocers’ 
Houses 
having 
Boer 
Retail 
License 
also. 

C3.) 

Number 
of Spirit 
Grocers' 
Houses 
having 

Spirit 

License 

only. 

(4.) 

Number 
of Beer 
Retail 
Houses 
having 
the Beer 
Retail 
License 

(5.) 

Total 

Number of 
Houses 
for which 
Retail 
Licenses 
were held. 

(6.) 

Population. 
(»•) ! 

Ratio of 
Licensed 
Premises 
to 

Population. 

(B.) 

Antrim ... 

516 ^ 


9 

8 

3 

536 

215,229 


Armagh ... 

324 1 


2 

9 

8 

338 

143,289 

423 


373 

— 


1 


374 

111,917 


Donegal ... 

583 

— 

3 

28 

— 

614 

185,636 

302 


638 

— 

13 

27 

0 

082 

224,008 


Fermanagh - 

145 


1 

2 


148 

74,170 


Londonderry - 

542 


8 

18 

1 

569 

152,009 


Monaghan - 

1 190 

1 

1 

5 


203 

86,206 

424 

Tyrone - 

j 45. 

~ 

6 

14 


479 

171,401 

807 

Carlow ... 

134 

_ 

3 

1 

1 

139 



Dublin - 

198 

3 

27 

2 

8 




Kildare 

256 


7 

4 

1 




Kilkenny 

377 




— 

377 



King’s - 

217 


2 

1 

2 




Longford 

194 



2 

— 




Louth - 

352 

1 

1 

1 

4 




Meath .... 

283 


3 

3 

— 

289 




254 


1 

1 





Westmeath - 

267 

1 

4 

7 

1 




Wexford 

481 

1 

2 

2 

1 




Wicklow ... 

316 

~ 

20 

s 

S 

244 

63,136 1 

254 

Galway, East Riding - 

810 





910 



„ West Riding - 

Leitrim ... 

Roscommon 

480 








207 

862 

361 

1 

i 

1 

2 

2 

207 

860 

78,618 

219,034 

379 

252 

SI, go 




1 

~~ 

342 

98,013 

280 

Clare ... 
Cork, East Riding 
„ West Riding 
Kerry - 

Limerick ... 
Tipperary, North Riding 
,, South Riding 

Waterford 

661 

1,143 

693 

760 

605 

476 

333 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 
12 
2 

3 

662 

1,151 

697 

772 

608 

478 

60S 

334 

124,483 

214,160 

148,928 

179,180 

121,757 

76,220 

96,908 

77,399 

188 

186 

213 

232 

200 

159 

1G0 

231 

Dublin Metropolitan 

Police District. 

897 

32 

280 

18 

67 

1,284 

352,277 

274 

City of Belfast - 

649 

- 

364 

44 

- 

1,057 

255,950 

242 









140 


320 







120 







20,852 

93 

Total - 

17,432 

32 | 

766 

210 | 

120 

18,560 

4,704,750 

1 to 253 
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TABLE II. 

Rkturn showing the Number of Publicuouses for which Licenses wore held o 
of Beer, Spirits, &c. 


Cavan - 
Donegal - 

Fermanagh 

Londonderry 

Monaghan 


1st February, 1898, for the Saxe 


0-) j (2.) 

Number for j Number for 

whieli the Seven- i which the Six-day 


(3.) (4.) 

Number for which 1 ,, . , ... 

tho Seven-day I N 1 um ' ,cr for whrch 
and Early-closing i th “ s ;*-diy and 
License was , , Early-clos.ng ' 

held. License was held. , 


(5.) 

Total Number 
of 

Public-houses. 


Carlow 

Dublin - 

Kildare 

Kilkenny 

King’s - 

Longford 

Louth 

Meatli 

Queen’s 

Westmeath 

Wexford - 

Wicklow 


Galway, East Hiding 
_ West Riding 
Leitrim 

Roscommon 
Sligo - 


Clare ... 

Cork, East Riding 
„ West Riding 
Kerry - 
Limerick - 

Tipperary, North Riding 
„ South Riding - 

Waterford 


Dublin Metropolitan Police Din- | 

City of Belfast - 
„ Cork 
„ Limerick - 
„ Watetford 


TABLE III. 


Return showing the Number of Persons proceeded against for Drunkenness throughout Ireland during each 
Year from 1878 to 1897 (including the Dublin Metropolitan Police District). 


Year. 

Number of 
Persons 
proceeded 
against. 

Number 

convicted. 

Population 

(estimated). 

Percentage 
of Con- 
victions to 
population. 

Year. 

Number of 
Persons 
proceeded 
against. 

Number 

convicted. 

Population 

(estimated). 

Percentage 
of Con- 
victions to 
population. 

1878 

107,723 

100,904 

5,282,246 


9 

1868 

87,582 






09,021 

91,359 

5,265,625 


7 

1869 

92,137 






88,048 

81,891 

5,202,648 


5 

1890 

100,202 

96,671 







5,145,770 

1 


1891 

100,528 





1882 

87,497 

82,071 

5,101,018 


6 

1892 

98,197 





1883 

90,343 

85,566 

5,023,811 


7 

1893 

89,565 





1884 

92,927 

89,079 

4,974, 5G1 


7 

1894 

88,215 

84,745 





87,182 

83,401 

4,938,588 


6 

1895 

85,361 

80,964 





79,828 

7G.328 

4,905,895 


5 

1896 

90,343 






79,476 

76,190 

4,857,119 


b 

1897 

94.324 

89,104 

4.551.631 

1 

9 


Xx 4 
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TABLE IV. 


Return showing the Ntwm of Pebsoks Proceeded ngainbfc for Drunkenness within tlic Metropolitan Police 
District of Dublin, and the Cities of Belfast, Cobs, Limebick and Waterford, during each Year from 
1878 to 1897, inclusive. 


Year. 

Number of Persons proceeded against for Drunkenness. 

Number of Persons proceeded agaiust for Drunkenness. 

In Metro- 
politan 
Police 
District of 
Dublin. 

In 

City of 
Belfast. 

In 

City of 
Cork. 

In 

City of 
Limerick. 

In 

City of 
Water- 
ford. 

Year Mett °- 

ie “ r - politnn 
! Police 
District of 
| Dublin. 

In 

City of 
Belfast. 

In 

City of 
Cork. 

In 

City of 
Limerick. 

In 

City of 
Water- 
ford. 

1878 

17,018 

8,242 

3,740 

1,459 

1,672 

1888 1 14,855 

7,252 

2,553 

1,526 

1,749 

1879 

13,524 

8.484 

4,508 

1,456 

1,361 

1889 15,049 

7,071 

2,568 

2,406 


1880 

10,138 

7,362 

3,593 

1,144 

1,143 

1890 15,681 

7,522 

2,288 

2,550 

1,542 

1881 

9,575 

7,272 

3,019 

1,017 

1,023 

1891 15,521 

7,583 

2,489 

2,170 

1,884 

1882 

7,539 

6,159 

3,085 


962 

1892 1 9,061 

6,905 

2,405 

2,068 


1883 

8,997 

6,472 

3,254 

1,136 

1,146 

1893 | 7,829 

5,900 

2,301 

1,940 

1,721 

1884 

10,082 

6,787 

2,927 

1,109 

1,198 

1894 ! 7,727 

5,722 

2,092 

1,876 


1883 

11,813 

6,170 

8,114 

1,285 

1,258 

1895 7,043 

5,729 

2,867 

1,659 


188C 

12,699 

5,752 

2,625 

1,776 

969 

1896 7,390 

6,052 

2,465 

1,466 


1887 

13,972 

6,728 

2,40-1 

1,883 

1,284 

1897 | 8,575 

6,433 

2,433 

1,787 

1,805 


TABLE V. 


Return showing, by Counties, the Number of Persons proceeded against for Drunkenness throughout Ireland 
during ea:ih of the Pivk Years from 1893 to 1897, inclusive, the Annual Average Number of Persons 
proceeded against, and the Batio to the Population. 


Counties, &e. 

Number of Persons proceeded against for 
Drunkenness. 

Number of 
Persons 

Ratio of 
Prosecutions 

Ratio of 
Licensed 


1893. 

1894. 

1895. 

1896. 

1897. 

against 

per 

Annum. 

Population. 

Premises to 
Population. 

Armagh 

Donegal 

Down - - - 

Fermanagh 

Londonderry 

Monaghan 

Tyrone - 

Carlow 
Dublin - 

Kilkenny - - - 

King’s 

Longford - - 

Louth 

Meath - 

Queen's 

W estmeuth 

Wexford 

Wicklow - 

Galway, East Hiding 
„ West Riding 
Leitrim - - - 

Muyo- 
Roscommon 
Sligo - 

Clare ... 

Cork, Enst Riding - 
„ West Riding 
Kerry 
Limerick - 

Tipperary, North Riding - 
„ South Riding - 

Waterford - 

Dublin Metropolitan Police 
District. 

City of Belfast 
,. Cork - 
„ Limerick - 
„ Waterford - 

3,6BS 
3,400 
2,364 
2,510 
3,714 
1,438 
2,35 1 

1.636 
3,909 

492 

1,825 

1,849 

1.637 

1.476 
1,150 
1,596 
1,414 
1,654 
1,417 

1.477 
1.144 

1,294 

2,412 

1.241 

2,248 

1,037 

1,496 

2,647 

3,158 

1,836 

2,822 

2,604 

1,291 

2,761 

1,863 

7,829 

5,900 

2,801 

1,940 

1,721 

3,461 

3,501 

2,382 

2,584 

3,503 

1,164 

2,558 

1,673 

3,944 

466 

1,122 

2,123 

1,579 

1,655 

1,125 

1,532 

1,197 

1,760 

1,444 

1,433 

1,275 

3,209 

2,757 

1,185 

2,886 

1,218 

1,366 

2,417 

3,193 

1,691 

2,670 

2,483 

1,254 

2,516 

1,415 

7,727 

5,722 

2,092 

1,876 

1,551 

3,206 

3,441 

2,475 

2,639 

3,847 

1,183 

2,593 

1,422 

3,637 

487 

982 

2,114 

1,690 

1,405 

1,138 

3,197 

1,166 

1,958 

1,427 

1,422 

1,419 

1,238 

2,681 

1,287 

2,340 

1.443 
1,361 

2,219 

2,950 

1,730 

2.443 
2,242 
1,205 
1,911 
1,473 

7,043 

5,729 

2,367 

1,659 

1,282 

3,562 

3,414 

2,463 

3,048 

3,646 

1,122 

2,649 

1.863 

3.821 

495 

1,074 

2,141 

1,633 

1,570 

1,877 

1,276 

1.822 
2,153 
1,705 
1,291 
1,446 

1,176 

2,799 

1,233 

2,709 

1,367 

1.278 

2.278 
8,304 
2,254 
2,920 
2,407 
1,421 
2,259 
1,612 

7,390 

6,052 

2.465 

1.466 
1,887 

3,884 

3,322 

2,374 

3,268 

4,034 

1,187 

2.780 
1,562 
4,042 

527 

1,370 

2,158 

1,661 

1,680 

1,809 

1,324 

1.434 
2,198 

1.781 
1,380 
1,835 

1,056 

2,895 

1,875 

2,327 

1.435 
1,504 

2,180 

3,346 

2,024 

3,103 

2,768 

1,649 

2,039 

1,589 

8,575 

6.433 

2.433 
1,787 
1,305 

3,559 

3,415 

2,411 

2,807 

3,748 

1,208 

2,587 

1,531 

3,370 

493 

1,174 

2,076 

1,632 

1,547 

1,219 

1,385 

1,306 

1,945 

1,554 

1.401 
1,323 

1,194 

2,698 

1,264 

2.402 
1,304 
1,401 

2,348 

3,190 

1,907 

2,791 

2,499 

1,364 

2,297 

1,490 

7,712 

5,967 

2,331 

1,745 

1,449 

1 to 60 

41 
46 
66 
59 
G1 
58 

50 

44 

83 

57 
38 

58 

42 

43 

51 
58 
33 

41 
79 
46 

} 55 
62 
91 
87 
69 

53 

67 

78 

64 

48 

55 

51 

45 

42 
32 

S 

1 to 401 

423 
299 
302 
328 
501 
367 

424 
357 

294 
281 
201 

231 

295 
258 
197 
266 

253 

232 
229 

254 

271 

379 

252 

815 

286 

188 

186 

213 

232 

200 

159 

160 
231 

274 

242 

140 

126 

93 

Total 

89,565 

88,215 

85,861 

90,343 

91,324 

89,561 

52 

253 
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IJiliUa vi. 

Return of the Number of Persons Convicted Three Timae and upwards of being Drunk, or Dbu.vb. and 
disorderly, ill Ireland, during each Year from 1878 to 1897. 


Number 

_ I Convicted ] 
lcar - 3 rimes and 
less than 5. 


1878 

1879 

1880 
1881 
1882 

1883 

1884 

1885 
188G 
1887 


3,156 

2,502 

2,113 

2,155 

2,316 

3,236 

2,498 

2,414 


Number 
Convicted 
5 times and 
less than 10 . 


Number 
Convicted 
10 times nnd 
upwards. 


3,284 

2,615 

2,722 

2,940 

2,762 

8,167 


1892 

1893 

1894 

1895 

1896 

1897 


Number | Number 
Convicted Convicted 
3 times and 5 times and 
less than 5. | less than 10. 


2,480 

2,921 

2,562 

2,601 

2,306 

2,535 

2,943 

2,820 


Number 
Convicted 
10 times anil | 
upwards. 


2,855 

-2,866 

3,238 


2,937 

8,219 

3,698 

3,637 


TABLE VII. 

Return showing tho Number of Personb Convicted Throe Times and upwards of being Drunk, or Drunk and 
Disorderly, in Ireland during the Year ended 3Lrt Decemlier 1897 (so far as known to tho Police). 



Number 

Number 

Number 








Convicted 

Convicted ' 

Convicted 







Counties, &c. 

3 times 


1U times 

Total. 


3 times 

5 times 


Total. 


and less 

and less 




and less 




than 5. 

than 10 . 

upwards. 



than 5. 

than 10 . 

upwards. 


Antrim - 

143 

74 

1 

218 

Galway, West Riding- 

59 

15 


74 

Armagh 



1 

179 

Leitrim - 

33 






9 


52 


82 

11 



Donegal 


21 




30 

8 



Down 

121 

42 

9 


Sligo - 


3 



Fermanagh - - | 

30 

4 

— 






Londonderry 

54 

48 

5 

107 


61 

12 

1 


Monaghan 

54 

7 

— 

G1 

Cork, East Riding 

97 

7 

— 

104 

Tyrone 

IG3 

53 

8 

224 

„ West Rilling - 

58 

15 

— 

73 






Kerry 


24 

1 

111 

Carlow 

10 





85 

14 



Dublin 

36 

6 


42 

Tipperary, N. Rilling- 

68 

14 


8G 

Kildare 

37 

7 



„ 8. Riding- 

77 

13 



Kilkenny 


7 


IS 

Waterford 

41 

10 

1 

52 

King’s 

51 

2 

— 

53 






Longford 





Dahlia Metropolitan 

209 

78 

13 


Louth 


8 

1 

42 

Police District. 





Meath 

38 

5 


43 

City of Belfast 

225 

101 

14 

340 


76 

18 

1 

95 

„ Cork - 

76 



82 

Westmeath 


15 




78 

13 


86 

Wexford 
Wicklow - 

47 

7 

— 

54 

„ Waterford - 

33 

16 

4 

53 





Total - 

2,820 

749 

68 

3,687 

Galway, Mast Riding - 

24 

3 

1 

28 







TABLE Yin. 


Return of the Number of Prosecutions against Pbr 80 N 8 holding Retail Licenses, for Otyences against the 
Intoxicating Liquor Laws, throughout Ireland, in each Year, from 1898 to 1897 inclusive. 

[Including Dublin Metropolitan Police District.] 


Year. 

Total 

Number 

of 

cations. 

Number of Convictions. 

Number of Cases 
included in 
Col. 5 ia which 
the Convictions 
were for 
permitting 
Drunkenness 
on Licensed 
Premises, or for 
selling Drink to 
Drunken 
Persons. 

(6.) 

Number of 
cases in which 
the Convictions 
(shown in 
CoL 5) were 
endorsed on the 

(?•) 

Percentage of 
Convictions to 
Number of 
Retail Licenses. 

(8.) 

Percentage 
of Endorse. 

Licenses to 
Number of 
Convictions. 

(9.) 

Of 

Pnblicans. 

Of 

other 

Retailers. 

Total. 

(5.) 






79 

267 

9-2 

15*4 




Ill 

1,578 

79 








1,617 

137 



14"4 




123 

1,641 

122 




1897 

2,963 


145 

1,710 

152 



13*5 


U 98449. Y y 
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TABLE IX. 


Setubn showing the Numbee of Convictions of Licensed Persons throughout Ireland, during each Year from 
1893 to 1897, inclusive. 


Counties, ice. 

1893. 

1894. 

1895. 

1896. 

1897. 

Counties, &c. 

1893. 

1894. 

1895. 

1 890. 

1897. 

Antrim - 


38 

.. 

13 

25 

34 

Galway, West Hiding - 

67 

79 

86 

03 


Armagh - 


13 

19 

13 

24 

17 

Leitrim 

13 

17 

8 

6 




47 

20 

39 

20 

30 



55 

71 

03 


Donegal - 


25 

25 

35 

26 

32 

Koscommon 

51 

•13 

52 

60 




23 

24 

21 

41 

40 


19 

27 

26 



Fermanagh 


7 

11 

10 

7 

5 







Londonderry 


12 

12 

13 

16 

18 

(liar* - 

70 

00 

01 



Monaghor 


5 

11 

15 

3 

14 

Cork, East Hiding 

207 

141 

178 

231 




31 

9 

22 

15 

12 

„ ost Hiding 

112 

80 

77 










Kerrv ... 

64 

59 

SI 



Carlow 


16 

6 

6 


12 

Limerick 

83 

07 

57 



Dublin - 


19 


15 

7 

10 

Tipperary, North Hiding 

34 

54 

40 



Kildare - 


27 

29 


30 

23 

„ South Hiding 

66 





Kilkenny 


G4 

59 

71 

43 

62 

Waterford 

41 

37 

48 



Kiugs 


26 

32 

16 

35 

28 







Longford 


2-7 

19 

23 

34 

31 

Belfast City 

113 

71 

04 





81 

47 

37 

27 

28 

Cork City 

33 





Meath - 


26 

2S 

39 


24 

Limerick City 

18 


14 



Queen V - 


32 

2D 

40 

28 

24 

Waterford City 

13 

15 


10 


W estmeath 


21 

34 

26 

39 

28 

Dublin Metropolitan 

99 

87 

01 



Wexford 


23 

17 

20 

27 

35 


























Totals - 

1,723 





Galway, East Hiding • 

59 

51 

49 

49 

33 








TABLE X. 


Return of the Number of Arrests for Drunkenness on Sundays in tho undermentioned Years within the 
Metropolitan Police District of Dublin, the Cities of Bbltast, Cork, Limerick, and Watebeord, and the 
rest of Ireland, the Arrests being given from 8 a.m. on Sundays till 8 a.in. on Mondays. 



Ketuhn showing the Number of Convictions against Shebeen Keepers and Hawkebs of Spirits for illegally 
selling Intoxicating Liquors throughout Ireland during each Year from 1888 to 1897, inolusivc. B 1 


Antrim 

Armagh 

Donegal 

Fermanagh 

Londonderry 

Monaghan 

Tyrone 


Carlow 

Dublin 

Kildare - 

Kilkenny 

King's - 

Longford 

Louth 

Meath - 

Queen’s 

Westmeath 

Wexford 

Wicklow 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 

Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



APPENDIX. 


355 


TABLE XI . — eonlinu eel. 



TABLE XII. 

Return showing the Number of Convictions against Glebs in Ireland during each Year from 1888 to 1897, 
inclusive. 



TABLE XIII. 


Return for all Ireland, including the Dublin Metropolitan District, and Cities of Dublin, Beleast, Cork, 
Limerick and Waterford, of tho Number of Houses for which Licenses were held on the 1st March 1888, and 
1st February 1898, for the Saxe by Retail of Intoxicating Liquors, under the headings given below. 



Number of 
Public-hotue9. 

Number of Wine 
Rcfrcshmeat Houses. 

Number of Spirit 
Grocers’ Houses. 

Number of Beer 
Retail Houses. 


1868. 

1898. 

1888. 

1898. 

1886. 

1898. 

1888. 

1898. 

All Irelund - - - | 

17,082 

17,432 

89 

32 

532 

976 

654 

892 

Dublin Metropolitan Police 

943 

897 

20 

23 

247 

298 

308 

347 










City of Dublin (within tho 

732 

700 

21 




215 

254 

Municipal Boundary) , 


649 



154 

408 

112 

364 

City of Belfast ... 


1 


,, „ Cork - 

530 

532 

- ' 

“ 

8 

6 

13 

4 

» „ Limerick 

310 

293 

- 

- 

- 


3 

- 

» » Waterford 

31G 

220 

~ 

“ 

~ 

~ 

5 

3 


Yy 2 
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APPENDIX II. 


(Sir Andrew Seed.) 

from Owicul Reports of Experienced OmcBES in charge of Districts in two large counties in Ireland, 
who are not to bo examined os witnesses by the Royal Commission. 

Another reports :- 


One officer reports : 

„ . „ . , , . . . • T have no doubt that magistrates arc largely can- 

Avium of dimU iigiAlta prev«>lB m J 1)tl |,lio« ra And tUra friend.. lUtf.tntu, 

diMmnt on th» m.t of nnl.l.onn. .ninraon.a 1.7 tli° JJJJJ oftlJn., " oblige one nnotbor," »,,d „1>£, one fa 


r.hia district on the part of publicans summoned by tbo 
police for breaches of the licensing laws. There are 
four local magistrates iu this district, three of whom 
allow themselves to be interfered with before the hearing 
of cases at petty sessions. Two are in some way related 
to the publicans or tlieir friends. The third is approach- 
able by the public generally. One or more of those 
magistrates appeal - at petty sessions with the resident 
magistrate aud exercise their authority in outvoting 
him. In nearly every cose of a complaint against a 
publican, two of the three magistrates referred to have 
been approached in favour of the publican, hence the 
difficultv in getting convictions or substantial hues 
inflicted. At Potty Sessions I prosecuted a publican for 
selling to persons other than bond fide travellers on 

Sunday; his friend, Mr. — — , J.P., attended from 

to favour him ; another J.P. on the Bench told me a 
few days before that the publican would plead guilty, 
and that a record would uot follow. A flue of 5». was 
inflicted, and the persons found on the premises were 
let off at Is. 6cZ. each. The same J.P. also would not 
convict in a shebeen case, informing the other magis- 
trates that he was told by a friend or defendant that, the 
drink seized was not for sale. One of the magistrates 
present declined to adjudicate, the resident magistrate 
and the other J.P. found him guilty, and therefore out- 
voted Mr. , J.P. The fine inflicted was 10s. This 

magistrate has only attended twice since his appoint- 
ment, and on both occasions specially in favour of 
friends. He told me so on the first occasion, and on the 
last I have been reliably told by others “ it was to do 
theiob brought him.” 

The police are usually commended by the Bench 
here, even though the case is dismissed, but they are 
not otherwise encouvagcd in properly enforcing the 
licensing laws. Fines on Erst conviction seldom 
exceed 5s., and on the second the minimum penalty 
of 20s. 

I may remark that I have been told frequently by 
the Catholic clergy of this district that the confidence 


anxious to get a publican off, some of the others v ... 
vote with him, if there is any |>oSKihility of getting out 
of a conviction. 1 had one magistrate who wanted to 
dismiss a case, though the solicitor for the publican 

I ilended guilty. Most of the justices are influenced. 1 
mow this from hearing them beforehand expressing 
their opinion that “it is not a strong case," and a 
magistrate has on several occasions told mo what the 
defence is to lie. Bias is also shown l>y the questions 
the magistrates ask. sometimes actually playing into 
the hands of the publicans. The police do not receive 
adequate support, ns the majority of the magistrates 
won’t convict if they can see or invent a shadow of a 
doubt in favour of the publican. 


that paid officials should alone preside at petty 
— i, and be removed occasionally. 


Another reports ; 


Another reports : — 

I have no hesitation in saying that attempts are 
frequently made to bring private influence to bear on 
magistrates in favour of publicans summoned by the 
police, and some justices are influenced thereby. I 
have known instances where magistrates have been 
asked to be lenient to a publican who has been sum- 
moned, and the friend who has been obtained by the 
publican to use this influence hoE represented to the 
magistrate that if the man should lie fined the result 
would probably bo that poison would be laid in fox 
covers, and bo hunting would be interfered with. 
This is the point of pressure which has been brought 
to bear on hunting rangis' rates, and nndonbtodly has 
had some effect. Other kinds of pressure have been 
used upon magistrates who arc themselves shopkeepers 
or business men, and I can soo from their demeanour on 
the Bench, and from the questions which they ask, that 
they arc prejudiced in favour of the accused publican. 
In one instance which occurred recently a publican 
was prosecuted by the pillion on the evidence of Ser- 
geant . I prosecuted, aud tlio publican was con- 

victed and fined, and a record was put on liia licence, 
The two magistrates who adjudicated wero local gentle- 
men. Immediately after the decision, the publican 

made representations to Mr. .master ofthc foxhounds 

here, that if he did not use his influence to havo 
Sergeant removed from - 


„ -all the covers in tbo 

The system of canvassing magistrates and bringing neighbourhood over which tho publican hod control 
influence to bear on them in favour of publicans would bo poisoned, and I am aware that the question 
summoned by the polico largely prevails, aud some of was actually discussed among sumo gentlemen, ub to 
the magistrates are undoubtedly influenced thereby ; in whether, in the interests of hunting, steps Hliould not 
fact, so prevalent is this practice that Head Constable be taken to comply with the demand . 

— stated that, in his opinion, there is scarcely a case In some petty sessions courts the polioo do uotrccoivo 
tried at the Court against a publicnn that magistrates adequate support in enforcing tho Licensing Laws, 

are not canvassed in his favour, which results, in many notably at Petty Sessions aud at , where 

instances, in the dismissal of the case, or the infliction I have seen ensos dismissed where tho evidence was 

of a small fine. Head Constable goes further, and perfectly clear. The only thing to be done to put a 

states that he has been frequently canvassed hjjr ma^is- stop to suoli scandals is to make the court of nummary 


trates himself uot to Bummou publicans, and it has 
occurred that the same men have subsequently sat and 
determined tho cases, with the result they have boon 
dismissed, or small penalties imposed, oven where the 


jurisdiction for cases under licensing laws consist of 
resident magistrates. 


breaches of the law have been glaring. 

Many of the justices are influenced in this respect. 


Another reports : — 


cate in particular cases. In such cases the average 
fines imposed seem lo bo most inadequate, because they 


In almost every prosecution of a publican by the 
polico some one or more of the magistrates aro canvassed 
in favour of the publican. There is no doubt that oven 
where tho justices are not influenced os to conviction or 


usually the result of a compromise, for the magis- disinissal * the caae.'thoy are" indurated to impo^the 
trates who do them duty are often compelled, in order smallest possible penalty. It is very bard for them to 
* & Tv^ridnm ’ 1 k2 , 0 v,!t Q0ml refuse * hewing to a life-long neighbour whom they 

J a h f 0 ftlwB y® regarded as a most rcspcrtablo mnn and 

recorded and the uauai fines imposed, 10«. for the first whose worth is not, to their minds, impaired by tho 
offence, 20s. for the second, and in many cases only the fact that ho has been caught by the selling a few 
same amount for the third. It is scarcely necessary to pints of porter on Sunday. And when a hearing is 
say the fines imposed do not act as a deterrent or cause 


any inconvenience to tho vast majority of those against 
whom proceedings are taken. 


pints ctf porter on Sunday. And when a hoa'ring is 
granted it is almost impossible to pork without a promise 
of good offices, real or implied. This applied ovon to 
those justices who wish to do right if they could. I 
have observed, too, that they like to he canvassed. I 
have detected more or loss sigUB of irritation iu J.P. 
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friends of mine because I hare withstood attempts to 
draw me about the merits of eases which were coming 
on. An instance of canvassing. Over two years ago a 
publican lost his license for the second time and tried 
to get a transfer to his vrifo. Although 1 opposed this 
strongly at quarter sessions, it was granted, owing to 
nearly tho ▼hole county having been canvassed. As I 
was walking out of court, I remarked to a J.P. Mend, 
“Well, that was the worst travesty of justice I ever 

“ saw.” “ What ” said he, “ granting license 

“on a transfer P” “Oh,” said he, “I did not 
“know anything about the merits of the case, but 

“ wrote to me asking me to vote for the 

“license.” Up to that 1 had believed he had voted 
against tho license. The police do not receive the 
support they should get from the magistrates. Tho 
magistrates only convict with tho greatest, reluctance. 
They do not recognise that, on the proper regulation of 
drink traffic depends tho good order and peace of the 
community. 


Another reports : — 

Publicans prosecuted by us very frequently get their 
friends to nppronefa justices of tho peaco ou their behalf, 
it is done indirectly. 1 have no hesitation in saying 
that two publicans out of evory three prosecuted succocd 
in approaching certain members of the Bench hero. A 
solioitor horo acting for publicans hns occasionally asked 
for a short, adjournment of his case ; although in the 
interval no fresh witness has been noticed to appear in 
court, there has invariably been a subsequent addition 
to tho Bench — a significant fact. 

Five magistrates in t.hi9 district uto certainly open 
to tho intlncnco of outside canvassing, but tho majority 
on tho Benches give us support in enforcing tho 
licensing laws. The Benches here are exceptionally 
strong. 


Another roports : — 

Undoubtedly a system of canvassing and bringing 
influence to bear on magistrates in favour of publicans 
when summoned by tho police does prevail, but I 
would say it prevailed more in towns than in the 
country, its the magistrates in towns can be better 
approached chan those in the country ; they are more 
in touch with publicans, many of them being personal 
friomls. 1 would say tho system provaiied to a con- 
sidoraklo extent, as it is a well-known fact that when 
licensing eases are for hearing there is usually a larger 
attendance on tho Bench, aiul the police do not got the 
benefit. I am quite sure justices are influenced ; 
publicans couto and toll their story, it docs not lose in 
tho telling, and it, naturally makos an impression. I 
know when 1 camo hero first publicans, when caught, 
had a habit of coming aud telling me, and from the 
short experience 1 had of them, their stories and the 
reports of the police were very different. Police do 
not receive adequate support from justices, and they 
never will till paid magistrates alonotrythc eases — 
men who know nothing of tho facts beforehand, and 
who arc perfectly independent. 


Another reports : — 

Tho hond constable mentioned a case, which occurred 
last year, against a publican in this town. Ho was fined 
11., conviction to bo rocorded ; he appoaled to quarter 
sessions here held iu July, decision was reversed. 
Before the magistrates sat, a J.P. met the head 
constable in the hall of the court, spoke to him about 

the case, and said that he thought would 

hnvo a sufficient majority to quash the_ conviotion, 
but he thought it would meet tho case if they took 
off the record. I should state, however, that there 

as additional evidence adduced. 


Another reports 

Tho machinery whereby publicans’ licenses are 
granted is altogether out of date. The power of 
granting such licenses is vested in the magistrates 
assembled at quarter sessions, who are required by 
law to hoar evidence on oath in support of the applica- 
tion, and also, if offered, in opposition thereto, and 
then arrive at a judicial decision. This is all vory well 
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in theory ; but what is the practice P When a man 
decides on applying for a publican’s license, he now 
canvasses all the magistrates of his locality, and gets 
his friends and relations in distant localities to do the 
same with the magistrates in their districts. Tho 
magistrates are asked to come to the sessions and by 
their votes secure for the applicant a publican’s license. 
Some magistrates may, and do, refuse to act in this 
manner, and may even resent the request made of them. 

I fear, however, this happens but seldom. The 
majority of the magistrates promise to attend and vote 
for the applicant, particularly if he is in any way 
popular or has numerous friends. Thus they have 
decided tho matter before coming to court at all or 
hearing the evidence. I do not allege that all tho 
applications for licenses made at quarter sessions are 
granted. A great many are not, and could not, for a 
variety of causes, be granted, bnt by far too Large a 
number are granted, and very many of them in tho 
manner described. It is but simple justice to many 
magistrates to say they do their utmost to prevent the 
so frequent granting of licenses, but such magistrates 
generally find themselves in the minority. Cases also 
occur where a license has become forfeited owing to 
repeated convictions, and where the wife or husband 
of the ex-pnblioau makes application at the next 
licensing sessions for a new license for the same house, 
and such has been granted. This power of granting 
publicans’ licenses has a most demoralizing effect upon 
the magistracy. It is nothing short of a public scandal 
to see a number of magistrates assembled at quarter 
sessions, and the majority of them steadily voting for 
the granting of publicans’ licenses, not only without 
evidence, but iu direct opposition to overwhelming 
evidence against the application. Magistrates will be 
found voting for licenses in distant localities, of the 
requirements of which they know nothing whatever. 

For instance, some time after the man becomes a 

S ublicar. he is summoned for a breach of the licensing 
tws ; he then runs off to this magistrate, lays his case 
before him, and gets tho magistrate to come to the 
petty sessions on his behalf. The magistrate appears 
on the Bench, not as an impartial judge, bnt as the 
friend of the publican. Again, somo men are sum- 
moned for drunkenness who arc customers of tho 
publican. The same thing happens; he goes to tho magis- 
trate and gets him to attend the court to do what he can 
for these men. In this way the magistracy is dragged 
down and prostituted by the publican's interest. Of 
course, this does not, by any moans apply to all magis- 
trates. No person can estimate the public injury dono by 
tlio system I have described. By it the law has been 
brought into contempt; for once a man, be be a 
publican or not, knows lie can influence the adminis- 
tration of tho law, he oeases to have respect for it. I 
would strongly recommond that the power of granting 
publicans’ licenses be taken from the magistrates ana 
given to the county court judges. This will entail no 
additional work on the judges, ns at present they not 
only have to hear the applications, but at the same time 
to try and control the procedure of the magistrates 
assembled. This often brings them into conflict with 
the magistrates, and sometimes leads to tho judge being 
treated contemptuously by some of the magistrates, 
who ignore the legal opinions expressed by the judge, 
and vote contrary thereto. 

I believe it would go far to raise the magistracy in 
the estimation of the public if they ceased to have 
anything whatsoever to do with the administration of 
the Liquor Licensing Laws. I would recommend that 
the administration of those laws in petty sessions courts 
he placed upon the resident magistrates, power being 
given to one such magistrate to hear and determine all 
cases under these Acts. The resident magistrates attend 
all petty sessions courts in their districts. They are 
responsible officials in n position to decide impartially, 
and, of course, their decision wonld be open to appeal. 
It may be said the magistrates would resent tho loss of 
power thus recommended. I have spoken to many 
magistrates on the subject, and their opinion was that 
it wonld be for the good of the magistrates to relieve 
them from all duty under the Licensing Acts, and thus 
prevent thorn from being canvassed by applicants for 
spirit licenses and publicans in trouble. The principle 
of empowering the county court judge, sitting alone, to 
hear and determine applications for spirit licenses is not 
a new one. It at present exists in Dublin, where the 
recorder is the sole judge of such. Snroly if in Dublin, 
where tho publican’s interest is of enormous value, tho 
power is entrusted to one man, it can be equally so in 
counties. 

Yy 3 
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Class of 
licensed. 


Class of 
persons 
lionised. 


The law requires (3 & l Wm. 4 cap. 68) that the 
magistrates should consider the fitness and convenience 
of the house proposed to he licensed. In very many cases 
this is exactly what they do not do. or if evidence of its 
unfitness or inconvoi lienee he given, they entirely 
ignore it. The idea that the interests of the public are 
considered is a myth. It is the interests alone of the 
applicant which nre looked to as far as my experience 
goes. In Ihe majority of public-houses in Ireland no 
accommodation whatever is provided for the public. 
Many of tho houses at present being licensed in the 
south of Ireland arc mere cabins, the Poor Law valua- 
tion of some being as low as I os. One house in this 
district, licensed in October 1897, has had no value 
whatever put upon it. The publican interest is a 
valuable one, and there is great anxiety to obtain 
a spirit license. I would, therefore, recommend that a 
minimum standard of valnation be laid down for 
licensed premises, and that suitable accommodation for 
the public be insisted upon. 

I have stated that there are altogether too many 
public-houses in all parts of Ireland with which I am 
acquainted. 

Many of the persons holding and obtaining publicans’ 
licenses have no capital, and obtain their supplies of 
drink on credit. I have known some such persons to 
become bankrupt within a year after commencing 
business ; such persons in order to make a livelihood 
are almost compelled, not only to sell inferior liquor, 
hut to infringe the licensing laws by permitting 
excessive drinking on their premises, autl by selling 
during prohibited hours, Ac. During the five years 
endedthe 31st December 1897, there were in this town 
58 prosecutions against publicans, almost all of this 
class. As a rule the respectable class of publican — men 
who have invested considerable capital in their business 
—conduct their houses correctly, and scarcely ever 
infringe the law. I consider a great injustice is done 
to the public by granting licenses for inferior houses, 
which, of course, arc in the hands of poor persons. It 
is in such places drunkenness is permitted and en- 
couraged. By this means an injustice is also done to 
the respectable publicans, who conduct their business 
in a legal manner, us it brings their trade into 
disrepute. From my experience while serving in county 
— _ it was in 1ow-o1osb public-houses most of the crimes 
which disgraced that county were ooncocted. It is 
impossible to estimate the demoralizing influence of 


such houses. If a public-house was intended t<5 be 
a place for the accommodation of the public, that fact 
lias been quite ignored, no proper accommodation for 
the public is provided. Take, for instance, tho case 
of persons who come long distances to fairs and 
markets; if such persons be rich they can go to a 
hotel or club, bnt the public-house is the only accom- 
modation available for ordinary persons. In such 
houses there should be a public room or rooms, with 
suitable furniture, where persons could be accommo- 
dated aud obtain rest and refreshment. In wet weather 
I have seen persons attending fairs and markets suffer 
great hardships from the want of such accommodation, 
although the towns to which they had come were full 
of public-houses. I would recommend that all houses 
licensed for the sale of drink should sell nothing but 
drink and other refreshment. I beliovo much drinking 
and tippling is encouraged by the fact that other 
businesses arc carried on in connection, and in the 
same shop, with the sale of drink. I know instances of 
tho blacksmith being a publican, also the cooper, the 
draper and the baker ; so that it is almost impossible 
for persons doing ordinary shopping to escape the 
temptation to drink. 

I do not consider that drunkenness can be prevented 
by Act of Parliament, but I believe it can be very 
considerably reduced. In my opinion tho improper use 
— almost amounting to abuse — of the machinery pro- 
vided by law for the granting of publicans’ licenses is 
to a large extent responsible for the drunkenness so 
prevalent in this country. I would not propose that 
tbe penalties for drunkenness, drank ana disorderly, 
Ac., already provided should be increased. I consider 
they are sufficiently severe ; bnt I would suggest that 
additional restrictions anil penalties be imposed on the 
publican, and that a minimum as well as a maximum 
penalty be laid down for offences committed bv him. 

In my opinion during the past 10 years there has 
been a gradual change in the taste of the people in 
favour of drinking porter and ale in preference to 
whisky. The porter and ale supplied to the public 
in this country is of very good quality; while the 
whisky to be hod in the ordinary public-houses is of 
very inferior quality and maddening in its effects — tho 
poorer class of publicans cannot afford to buy good 
whisky. I believe a groat public benefit would bo 
derived, and drunkenness possibly decreased by the 
establishment of houses licensed for the sale of porter 
and ale only. 


APPENDIX III. 


(MV. E. B. Morell.) 
CITY OF BELFAST. 
TABLE I. 


Rktubn of Prosecution's under Liquor Licensing Laws, Ac., &c., in above City during Years 1891 to 1897. 


ODonccs. 

IBB1. 

1892. ; 

1893. 

| 1SM> 

1898. 

i89a I 

1897. 1 

— 

M. j P. 

sr. | f. 

M. | F. 

M. 

P. 

M. P. 

11. 

F. 

M. 


fie marks. 

Drunkenness, Ac. (mala und tamale) • 

3,373 j 2.310 


3,890 | 2,010 j 

8.900 

1,732 

8,308 | 1.861 

4.070 

777 

4,478 1 

mss 


Permitting drunkenness on licensed 
Other odcncos agaiust public order ■ 
niognl sole of drink by— 
Shebeen-home keepers 
Beerhouse keepers 

Persons found n shebeens and beer 
dealers. 

Offences against closing regulations 
^Publicans .... 
Spirit grocers • 

Beer dealers • 

Persons found in publicans, spirit 
grocers, and beer dealers. 

Other often cos against licensing Intrs - 

1391. 

38 

37 

U 

*7 

23 

8 

17 

1393. 

1 

61 

32 

S5 | 

34 

40 

14 . 1 

Ml 

1893. 

46 

33 

13 

41 

SO 

s 

204 

1394. 

to 

28 

39 

32 

ID | 

33 
230 

1893. 

IS 

29 

22 

30 
11 
12 

140 

1806. 

3 

10 

41 

27 

13 

11 

143 

1807. 

8 

t» 

23 

20 

221 
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TABLE I , —continued. 



A. 

Return of Prosecutions — by Arrest and Summons— of Cases of Drunkenness committed in above Cm - on 
Sundays (between 8 a.m. on Sundays and 8 a.m. on Mondays), during the Years 1891 to 1897 inclusive. 

I. (By Arrest.) 





Return showing the Number of Arrests and Prosecution 8 for DEUNRENNEss 
from May 1896 to May 1097. 


n Be least on Sundays for 12 Months 


(1.) 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

(2.) 2 p.m. to 7 p.m. - 

(3.) 7 p.m. to 12 midnight 

(40 12 midnight to 8 a.m. (Mondays) 


- 54 

- 132 

- 252 


Yy 4 
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TABLE HI. 

Retoks showing Particulars of Persons Convicted 100 Tikes and Over at Bedfast Petty Sessions. 
Tho names are omitted. 


Return furnished for years 1894, 1895, 1S9S, and 1897, and op to present (late. 


Bated at Police Office, 14th Fobruary 1898. 


TABLE IV. 

National Society for tho Prevention of Cruelty to Ciuldrek. 


The Belfast and District Branch of tho above Society has, during the three months ending 31st January 1898, 
investigated 284 cases of wrongs to children. These cases were drawn from the following towns : — 


Bel fart - 

• 239 cases. 

Banbridge • 

- 5 cases. 

Laroe 

- 4 cases. 

Newtownnrds 

- 7 oases 

Bangor - 

- 2 oases. 

Cookstown - 

- 8 cases. 

Lisburn - 

- 5 cases. 

Portadown 

- 4 cases. 

Ballymena - 

• 2 cases. 

Downpatrick 

- 2 cases. 

Lurgnn 

• 4c„,. 

Whiteabboy - 

- 3 cases. 


Table showing Cases in which Drunkenness has been an element. 


Description of Case. 

Total. 

Father's 

Drunkenness. 

Mother's 

Drunkenness. 

Cases involving both parents 

80 

87 

63 

Cases involving father only ... - 

134 

138 

- 

Cases involving mother only ... 

50 


41 


Percentage of cases in which drink has been an element, 84 9. 


TABLE V. 

Number of Spirit Grocers, Beer Retailers, and Wholesale Beer Dealers Licenses, Granted and Refused, 
from 1st January 1894 to 31st December 1897, in Belfast. 

Granted. 


— 

1894. 

1893. 

1896. 

1897. 

Spirit Grocers ..... 

45 

38 

44 

43 

Beer Retailers .... 

39 

21 



Wholesale Beer Dealers .... 

5 

1 


B 


Refused or Withdrawn. 


— 

1894. 

1895. 

1896. 

1897. 

Spirit Grocers ..... 

10 

8 



Beer Retailers .... 





Wholesale Beer Dealers .... 

~ 
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APPENDIX V. 


(Mr. 0. W. Leatham.) 

CITY OF LONDONDERRY. 
Area, 3,1 M acres. 
Rateable Valuation, 89,5621. 17 s. 
TABLE I. 




1891. 

Males. | 

Females. ! 

Dwelling-houses. 



1881. 

1891. 

Population - - , 

29,102 ! 

38,200 

| IS, 600 

17,600 l 

5,059 

5,7S4 


Strength of City Force, 90— being 369 persons per constable. 


TABLE II. 


Licensed Houses. 


Years. ' 

Pnblieons. ' 

Wine Refreshment 

Spirit 

Grocers. 

Beer 

Retailers. 

Wholesale 
Beer Dealers. 

Total. 

1878 

234 

_ 

2 

I 

_ 

236 

1888 

228 


3 


3 

236 

1898 

*219 

~ 

5 

I 

2 

226 


* Analysis : — 

Number of seven-day licenses 
Number of seven-day early closing 
Number of sir-day licenses 
Number of sbe-duy and early closing • 


Number of persons per licensed bouse • 147. 
Number of tied houses ... Noue. 


Total - - 2X9 


TABLE III. 


Arkbsts for Dbuskknnbss and Susbekning, for Tears ended 30th September. 


v — 

Sundays. 

Percentage. 

Week Days. 

Percentage. 

Convictions 

for 

Shebeening. 

8 u.m. Sunday to 
8 u.m. Monday. 

8 u.m. Monday to 
8 a. m. Sunday. 


103 

_ 

1,646 

_ 

_ 

1875 

100 



— 


1876 

105 




: — 

1877 

120 





1878 

90 

— ■ 




Totals- 

518 

- 

6,893 


3 


44 


1,199 

_ 

; — 


34 






29 






32 





1883 

48 

_ — 



1 

Totals- 

187 

G3-9 

5,150 

25-8 

i 




964 

— 

- 


18 






21 











1897 

42 

— 




Totals • 

147 

71-6 

5,098 

26-07 

5 


U 98449. ... " : 
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TABLE IV. 


PaocEEDiNos against Licehses, for Seven Years ended 31st December 1897. 


— 

Sailing Drink 
at Prohibited 
| Hours. 

Nature t 

Selling 

Children. 

if Offence. 
Permitting 

Drunkenness, 
and Selling to 
Drunken 
| Persons. 

Failing 
| Constable. 

Total. 

Appeal Result. 

Affirmed. 

Reversed. 

Convicted 

62 


12 

S 

80 

in 

5 

Dismissed 

28 

3 

2 

1 

34 

- 






Total 

114 

One cusi 

3 pending. 


TABLE V. 

Spirits sont for Analysis, for Five Years ended 31st December 1897. 


Number of Samples sent 
for Analysis. 

Result of Analysis. 

Result of Prosecution. 

Pure. 

Watered. 

Otherwise Adulterated. 1 

27 

5 

22 

- 

Wutering did not exceed 25 pet 


TABLE VI. 

Habitual Dbtokabds, for Years ended 31st December 1897. 


Population, 1891. 

Number of Times before the 
Court during the Year. 

Sex. 

Totals. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Male. 

Female. 





Twice .... 

03 

17 

09 





3 times - 

18 

8 

26 





4 „ ... 

7 

4 

11 






in 

7 

17 

15,600 

17,600 

33,200 



3 


8 





7 „ - 

3 

4 

C 





8 „ - 

3 

3 

■1 





9 „ - 


2 

3 





L10 „ and upvmrds 

— 

4 

4 





Totals - 

95 

53 

148 


TABLE VII. 

Drunkenness for Five Years ended 31st December 1897. 


Population. 

. Number of 
Licensed Houses. 

Drunkenness, either by Arrest or 
Summons. 

Total. 

Number 
of Convictions. 

Number 
of Dismissals. 

33,200 

' 226 

6,489 

• 

G,493 


COUNTY OF LONDONDERRY. 
Area, 511,224 acres. 

TABLE V1H. 


Year. 

1881. 

1891. 

Males. 

Females. 

Population - 

135,829 

118,809 

57,660 

61,149 


Strength of County Force, 141 — being 842 6 persons per constable. 
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TABLE IX. 
Licensed Houses. 


Tears. 

Publicans. Wine Refreshment | 

Houses. | 

Spirit 

Grocers. 

Beer j Wholesale | 

Retailers. Beer Dealers. 10 “ us - 

1878 

320 , — 


j 1 358 

1883 

31S _ 



1898 

*323 — 

21 

1 J 1 ^ 340 


Number of seven -day-licenses - . 340 

Number of seven-day early closing - . — 

Number of six-day licenses - - 68 

Number of six-duy curly closing - - 9 

Total - 823 


Number of persons per licensed house - 343 ‘3 
Number of tied houses ■ - None. 


TABLE X. 


Awussts for Drunkenness and Prosecutions for Shkbebning, for Years ended 30th September. 



Sundays. 


Week Days. 

| 


Years. 

8 n.m. Sunday to 
8 turn. Monday. 

Percentage. 


Pcracntngc. j 

for 



8 am. Monday to 
8 n.m. Sunday. 

Shcbeening. 

1874 . 

50 


1,197 



1875 

48 


985 


9 

1876 

43 


1,337 



1877 

38 


1,484 


19 

1878 

SO 

— 

1,480 

— 

10 

Totals 

229 

_ 

6,483 

- 

51 

1879 

25 

_ 

1,220 


24 

1881) 

21 


1,110 



1881 

30 


1,059 


10 

1882 

28 


1,133 


14 

1883 

84 

Decrease 
39 ‘7 

1,045 

^ — 

6 

Totals 

138 

5,567 

14-1 

68 

1893 

27 

_ 

699 


3 

1894 

14 


867 


2 

1895 

21 


801 



1890 

10 


783 


2 

1897 

27 

n„7 „ 

927 


— 

Totals 

99 

56-7 

4,137 

36-1 

8 


TABLE XL 

Proceedings against Licensees, for Seven Yearn ended 31st December 1897. 



Nature of Offence. 

Totals. 

Appeal Result. 

Selling Drinks . 
1 at prohibited 
Honrs. 

Selling to 
Children. 

Permitting 

Drunkenness. 

Failing to admit 
a Constable. 

Other 
Offences. 1 

Affirmed. 

Reserved. 


44 

1 

4 

2 

5 

56 

5 

2 

Dismissed - 

54 

— 

2 

— 

3 

no 

— 

— 






Total • 

| 115 




TABLE XII. 

Spirits sent for Analysis, for Five Years ended 31st December 1897. 


Number of Samples sent. j 
1 

Result of Analysis. 


Pure. 

Watered. j 

Otherwise Adulterated. | 


SIS 

499 

18 

- 

| Twelve fined ; one dismissed. 

1 
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TABLE XIII. 

Habitual Drunkards for tho Year ended Slab December 1897. 


Population in 1891. 

Number of Times before tho 

Sox. 

1 

Totals. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Court during the Year. 

Male. | 

Female. 






41 

r. 

47 







If. 





3 


3 





2 

— 

2 

57,660 

01,149 

118,809 

6 „ 

7 „ - * 

1 

1 


1 

1 




, 10 „ mid upwards 

1 

1 

- 

l 

1 




Totals • 

65 

H 

73 


CITY and COUNTY OF LONDONDERRY. 

TABLE XIV. 

Habitual Oifenuebs tried at Londonderry Assizes for Seven Years ended 31st Dccombor lo97. 


No. 

Offences for which Indicted. 

Previous 

Sex. 

Drunkenness. 

Males. 

Females. 

1 

Attempted murder - 

< 

1 

_ 

2 

Larceny - - - 




8 

Cattle stealing 

4 




False pretences - - 




5 

Larceny .... 




6 

Uttering counterfeit coin - 



— 

7 

Larceny ... - 

40 

} 

— 

8 

Burglary - - - - 

25 


— 

9 

Larceny .... 

3 

— 


10 

Unnatural offenco - - 




11 

Larceny .... 

9 



12 

Housebreaking - • 

3 



13 

Assault - - - 

9 



14 

Larceny 

12 

— 

1 

15 


16 


— 



Totals 

10 

5 


TABLE XV. 


Valuation of Licensed Houses, and Prosecutions in connection with Rateable Value. 




Number of Licensed Houses. 



Valuation of Promises. 




Population. 

Publicans! 

! 

Reer 

ltemilers. 

Wholesale 

Beer 

Dealers. 

Over 

30/. 

30/. 

to 

25/. 

25/. 

to 

201. 

20/. 

to 

15/. 

15/. 

to 

10/. 

10/. 

to 

5/. 

Under 

&/. 

Total. 

City of Londonderry - 

33,200 

219 

6 

_ 

3 

42 

7 

23 

36 

GO 

50 

1 3 

1 226 

County of Londonderry 

118,809 



1 

1 

18 

6 

19 

1 47 

70 

110 

GH 

346 

Tola’s - 

152,009 

542 

| 36 

' 

3 

54 

15 


83 ' 

145 

100 

1 " 

j 572 

N amber of Prosecutio us against Licensees for s/aeit years emlod 31st December 
1897, in connection with Rateable Valuation of Premises. 

8 


j 5 

1 a 

j 71 

1 77 

| 39 

|" 


TABLE XVI. 

Arrests for DRUNKENNESS for Year ended 3lBt December 1897, on each Day of tho Week, 
before and after 8 p.m. 



Day. 

From 12 midnight to 8 p.m. j 

From 8 p.m. to 13 midnight. 

Total. 



Sunday - 

120 





Monday 

173 

134 




'I uesdny - 

1S5 





\\ ednesday 

208 

136 





154 





Friday 

176 





Saturday 

285 

256 

Ml 



Totals 

! 

1,301 

860 

2,161 
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TABLE XYIL 

Clubs. 


Name and Address 

Hours of Opening and 
Closing. 

Number 

of 

Annual i 

Length of j 

Members’ 

Special 

Intoxica- 

ting 

of Club. 

Week Days. 

Sundays. 

Members. 

1 

tion. 

Existence. 

Proprietors'. 

stances. 

Liquor 

sold. 

Northern Counties Club, ' 

8 to 1 

AM. 1*11. 

8 to 11 

152 

■£. s. d. 
5 5 0 

Years. 



Yes. 

Derry City. 

Gty Club, Derry City - 

Ail. Mu. 

10 to 12 

PM. PH. 
1 10 

180 

3 3 0 

2 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Coleraine Club, Coleraine 

8 to 12 ; 

^8 to 1 ^’ 

51 

2 3 0 

9 

Do. ; 

Do. 

Do. 


TABLE XVIII. 

Illicit Distillation. 


Ret hen of Seizures and Prosecutions for Seven Years ended 31st December 1897. 


1804 

1895 

1806 

1807 


APPENDIX VI. 


(Mr. B*U.) 

Summary of Recommendations. 


See Question 59,567. 


Canvassing Magistrates . — Should bo made a penal 
offence. 

Disqualifications . — Should indndo brewers' agents, 
near relatives of clioao disqualified, and those mainly 
dependent upon the lowor class public in business or 
other relations. 

Court divided . — It Bhonld be obligatory on the first 
set of magistrates to adjudicate again with a resident 
magistrate detailed by the Under Secretary, and no 
other magistrate should havo a right to adjudicate in 
tho case. 

Order by Majority .— Licenses should not bo granted, 
transferred, or renewed by a bare majority. 

.Veto Licenses . — Tho grant should be strictly limited 
to actual public requirements. Should be granted only 
for promises in every way suitable, and of a class at 
loast of tho avorage of those already licensed in tho 
place ; should not, unless in special cases, bo grantod 
unless an inferior license bo bought and extinguished ; 
Bhonld be grantod only to the bona fide tenant of the 
houso and owner of tho liconso ; and only to the sole 
tenaut of the house. 


Licensed person should not sub-let any part of pro- 
mises, nor allow any society to meet there after hours, 
or on Sunday ; and should not carry on amixedbosiness, 
especially during closing hours. 

Suitability of Premises . — Shonld include facilities for 
police supervision and should be strictly interpreted. 

Undertakings and Conditions . — Any violation of such 
should bo made valid grounds for opposing the renewal 
of tho license. 

Alteration of Premises.— An j such improperly 
made should be sufficient grounds for opposing the 
renewal of the license. 

Applications for Now License after Forfeiture . — Any 
such by a near relative, or tho manager of the late 
licensed person, should be dealt with as if made by the 
latter. 

Transfers . — Shonld be to actual tenants of houses 
and owners of linensea. “ Browcry licenses,” should 
not be sanctioned ; transfers for fraudulent purposes 
should not be granted, or where an attempt is made to 
deceive the oourt. 

Z z 3 


Pri| 


j Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 

lited image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 


ROTAL COMMISSION ON LIQUOR LICENSING LAWS : 


Renewals . — Should bo forbidden when there are in one 
year two convictions for Sunday trading— one recorded; 
or throe convictions in two years and one of them 
recorded. Licenses of spirit grocers and beer dealers 
should he renewed only at the annual Licensing petty 
sessions. 

The head constable acting for the district inspector 
should have power to oppose renewals— “ police 
authority " in a. 14 of Act of 1874 means only the 
district inspector — s. 77 of Act of 1872. 

Forfeiture . — The provisions of s. 30 of the Act of 1872 
should apply to successors in title within 5 years ; and 
convictions within 5 years should have full effect for all 
purposes irrespective of person convicted and what 
transfers may have taken place during the period. 

Reduction of Number of 7 -day Licenses .— Such should 
bo held only by persons not likely to violate the Act. 
If grounds bo given fox opposing renewal the publican 
should get the option (if the case he not a baa one) of 
changing his 7-day license for a 6-day one. 

Records . — Should bo obligatory for the second and 
every subsequent conviction for Sunday trading ; or for 
Bales carried on in a manner difficult to detect ; and in 
every conviction after a clearly perjured defence. 

Gontinxmie. Offence .—Should not be dealt with as one 
off once. 

Delay to Admit . — Should be included at s. 23 of Act 
of 1874. 

Keeping for Sale . — Should be inclnded at s. 3 of Act 
of 1872. 

Sales at Eating-houses . — Of liquor supplied with food, 
but not specially charged for, should be distinctly mado 
an offence. 

Dancing, §rc . — Should uot be permitted without 
sanction of magistrates. 


Procuring Liquor . — Without going on premises— 
persons doing so should be included in s. 27 of Act 
of 1874. 

Order and Delivery of Liquor. — Either, if done in 
closing hours, should bo specifically made an 
offence. 

Travellers.— Make distance 6 miles; restrict the 
quantity of liquor they may get to drink, and to carry 
away, to what is reasonable considering the circum- 
stances under which they are travelling. 

Drunken aiul Drunkenness . — The terms in s. 13 of the 
Act of 1872 should meau a state in which it is palpable 
to an ordinary person thnt the person is a good deal 
under the influence of drink. 

Knowingly . — In sec. 14, Act of 1872, should distinctly 
refer to the woman’s character, and in sec. 16 to the 
fact that the oonstablo was on duty and off his beat. 
Knowledge on the part of an assistant should in ali 
cases be distinctly stated to be sufficient. 

Billiard-rooms . — Should not bo open to public after 
hours— on licensed premises. 

Entertainments . — Provision should bo mado for allow- 
ing supper, &c., to be given on licensed premises, by 
permission of magistrates. 

Witness .— It should bo distinctly stated that the 
defendant can claim no privilege if he tender himself 
as a witness, but must answer all questions relating to 
the chargo. 

Occasional Licenses.— Consent should be signed only 
at petty sessions, or in case of urgency by resident 
magistrate, all suoh should be counter-signed by the 
F.8. clerk. 

Ajipcals . — Police should have the right to appeal 
against a dismiss — on merits, or without prejudice— 
and against the renewal of a license. 
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APPENDIX VIII. 


fMrn. Omwjord. ) 


CITY OF DUBLIN. 


Betubn showing the Number of Children under 13 years of ago -who entered the Public -Houses indicated 01 
certain Sundays between toe Hours op 2 and 3 o clock. 


Reference ] 


Observation. 


17 October | 
I 7 November 


12 December. : 
9 January 
16 January 


Children 

with 

Vessels. 


Children 1 

•without 

Vessels. 


> Those without vessels not counted. 


Several drank from the vcbsoIs. 


| Three tasting. Two with two vessels each, nearly all under 


SUMMARY (Sundays, ‘2 to 3). 

а. Total number of observations - 

б. Total number of children entering - 
o. Average length of observation - 

d. Average number entering during “ o ” 

e. Average number per hour - 


.../Wilh vt>8Bols, 488. 

616 \-w 


41 

<16 


Reference 

Map. 


T 

Observation. 


21 November 


Children | 
with 
Vessels. 


Children | 
without 
Vessels. 


f A boy aged S drank some porter from a vessel carried by 
I. his sister. 

A girl aged 8 yearn drank from the vessel she had had filled. 


it twice within S minutes. 


This (January 2) was a very wet evening, and »s many of 
~ u' r S wor ® s hnwl« or cloaks, it could net bo seen 
whether they carried vessels or not. Except where the 
vessel was actually seen it has not been included. 


' Reference to Map 47. 

of children running to un«l fro with eaos for 
drink, but not entering the house under observation. 
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TABLE II. — continued. 


Reference 

Map. 

Date. 

Length 

of 

Observation. 

Number 

of 

Chiltlrcu 

with 

Vessels. | 

Number 

of 

Cbilil reu 
without 
Vessels. 

Total. 

Remarks. 


9 .Tan nary 

40 minutes 

22 

17 

39 


no 


30 

25 

33 

58 




20 

16 

27 

43 


11 


30 

28 

13 

4G 


28 


30 

12 

10 

29 


35 


30 


43 

76 


35 

16 January 

30 

31 

45 

70 


56 


GO 

34 

25 

59 


Al 

18 


30 „ 

30 

40 

70 

J" There are four other public-homes in the immediate ncigh- 
< bourhood. into all of which several children were sceu to 
l enter with vessels for drink. 


CO 

‘ 



1 



7 

7 

11 

A 


6u 

21 

r. 

30 


0 


60 „ 

49 

20 

69 

, r At 62, next door, an equal number, if not more, entered 
l during the hour. 

46 



41 

26 

67 

("The number of children under 13 iu the street with cans 

22 

23 .Tauuury 

60 „ 

25 

1« 

39 

1 was very large, evidently on their way to other pnblic- 

1 CNos- S3. 04, 98, 108 , 144 and 151 are all 

L public-houses.) 




36 

39 

75 


45 


GO 

22 

74 

SG 

Many tasted on coming oat. 

39 


60 

39 

43 

82 

Many drank from tbo vessels. 

24 


60 

126 

64 

190 


25 


60 

•17 

40 

87 


20 

30 January 

60 „ 

27 

39 

66 

J Several of these seemed to have vessels under their shawls 
l or cloaks. 

2 

6 February 

60 

45 

22 J 

67 

13 

13 February 

60 

22 

13 

35 


15 


60 

16 

6 

21 


3 


GO 

29 

7 

36 


17 


•in 

12 

15 

27 


16 


CO 

24 

13 

37 

^Numbers of those wore seen to drink from their jugs and 






64 1 

J ems, and three out of half-pint bottles. Several had 

,J 

20 February 

5*» .. 



77/ 

1 biscuits as well us the drink. Most with very little 
L clothing aud looking very wretched. 






7 


Ill) 

23 

24 

52 


0 


50 

38 

19 

57 


5 

” 

no „ 

29 

17 

46 



SUMMARY (Sundays, 6 to 7). 


ft. Total number of observations 
b. Total number of children entering 
r. Average length of observation 
il. Average number entering iluving “ e” - 
r. Average per hour ... 


o 7 , . / With vessels, 1,544. 

’ (.Withont vessels, 1201. 
■10 minutes. 


50 

65 


TABLE III. 

J'ETtTjtN showing the Nusnimi of Oiiildukn under 1" years of age who entered the Public-Houses indicated on 
certain Satuuoa.v Akeeunoons. 


Reference 

Map. 

Date. j 

Observation. 

1 Number 
.j ! 
Children ! 

with 

Vessels. 

Number 

of 

Children 

without 

Total. 1 

Remarks. 

47 

27 November | 

25 minutes 

21 

11 i 

38 


37 



9 

4 

13 


52 

11 December 1 

30 

K 

3 

11 


10 

0 February ! 

20 „ 

17 

33 

SO 




r ■■ 

34 

25 




1 71 / With vessels, 92. 

I Without vosscIb, 7 
28 minntoM. 


SUMMARY (Saturday afternoons). 
a. Total number of observations 
ft. Total numltcr o£ childron entering 
c. Avorngo length of observation 

<2. Average entering during “ c ” • - * - 34 

e. Avorago per hour - - • * - 72 
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TABLE IV. 

Return showing the Number of Chile hem under 13 years of age who entered the Public-Houses indicated on 
certain Saturday Nights aeteb 9 o’clock. 


Reference 

Map. 

Date. 

Observation. 

Number 

of 

Children 

with 

Vessel*. 

Number 

of 

Children 

without 

Vessels. 

Total. 

Remarks. 


18 December 

15 minutes 

10 

5 

15 


3 

12 February 

45 

23 

2 

25 


6 

19 February 

fiO 

20 

8 

28 




40 



20 


41 

“ 

80 „ 

18 

IT 

33 



SUMMARY (Saturday night after 9 o’clock). 
a. Total number of observations • - - 5 

1. Total smnbsr of children entering - ■ . 12o{wSo”“«iils%6. 

c. Average length of observation - - - 38 minutes. 

d. Average number entering during “c” - - 24 

e. Average per hour - - - - - 38 


TABLE V. 


Return showing tho Number of Children under 13 years 'of age who entered the Public-Houses indicated at 
Various Hours as mentioned. 


Reference 

Date. 

Length 

of 

Observation. 

Hours. 

Number ! 

. of 1 
Children 
vritb 
Vessels. 

Number 

of 

Childreu 

without 

Vessels. 

Total. 

Remarks. 

52 

24 October 

60 minutes 

2.45-3.45 ' 

81 

_ 

», 


53 


60 „ 


27 


27 


38 

14 November 

30 

3.55-4.25 

9 

9 

18 


47 

27 November 

25 

4.25-4.50 

24 

14 

38 


54 

12 December 

30 

3.30-4.0 

15 

5 

20 


53 

8 January 

25 

3.0 -3.25 

8 

7 

15 


41 

9 January 

25 

5.25-5.50 

9 

23 

32 


21 

10 January 


6.0 -6.30 

B 


6 




30 

» 


— 

7 


23 j 




136 

58 

194 



SUMMARY (various hoars) 
a. Total nnmber of observations 
o. Total number of children entering • • 

e. Average length of observation 
d. Average number entering during “e” - 
o. Average per hour - 


1Q . f With vessels, 136. 
15,4 l Without vessels, 58. 
35 minutes. 


TABLE VL 


Abstract or Summaries. 


— 

Sundays 

between 

Sundays 
between 
6 p.m. and 
7 p.m. 

Saturday 

Afternoons. 

Saturdays 
after 9 p.m. 

Various 

Times. 

a. Number of observations - 

b. Number of children entering . 

c. Average length of observation • • 

d. Average number entering during **c” 

«. Average number entering per hour 

15 

616 

37 minutes 
41 
66 

55 

2,745 

46 minutes 
50 
65 

5 

171 

28 minutes 
34 
72 

5 

120 

38 minutes 
24 
38 

9 

194 

35 minutes 
22 
38 


TABLE VII. 

Final Statement. 

o. Total number of observations - 
6. Total nnmber of children entering - 

c. Average length of observation - 

d. Average number entering during “o" 

e. Average number entering per hoar 


t cue /With vessels, 2,344. 

' Without vessels, 1,502. 
42 minutes. 
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APPENDIX EX. 


( Judge 

Returns showing Ncilbeb of Licensed Houses and Population in Counties Longford, Meath. Westmeath, and 
Keket, and King's Countt. 


TABLE I. 


COUNTY LONGFORD.— DISTRICT OF LONGFORD. 


Return of Licensed Premises, &c., in above District. 



Longford, 21st April 1898. 


T. L. McClelland, D.L 


TABLE IL 

Sir, Ballymahon, 15th April 1898. 

Underneath I beg to give a list of towns and Tillages in this district, with population and number of 
publio-kouses in each. 

I remain, Sir, 

Tour obedient servant, 

J. Adye Curran, Esq. Patrick White, Head Constable; R.LC. 


Name of Town. 

Population. 

Number of 
Public-houses. 

Remarks. 

Ballymahon ... 

783 

22 


Abbeyshrule - 

About 100 

2 

Three in sub-distriet out 
in country. 

Ardagh 

„ 200 



Carrioklioy ... - 




Eilgoworthstovrn - 




IConagh .... 

169 

3 

One in sab-district in tbe 
country. 

Ballina or N. T. Cashil - 

About 120 


A country place. 


TABLE HI. 

Licensed Houses in District of Granard. 

Graunrd, 20th April 1898. 

I beg to state that in this district there are in all 43 fully licensed, 8 partially licensed, houses, and I 
wholesale beer dealer ; the population is 18,072. The houses partially licensed are six-day licenses. 

In the towns and villages the licensed houses are distributed ns follows : — 



District. 

Population. 

Licenses. 



Granard - - - - - 

Abbeylara - 

Bunlahy - - - * 

Ballinalco - 

Ballinamuck .... 

1,835 

180 

62 

90 

45 

23 full, 7 six-day, and 1 beer dealer. 
2 full. 

1 full, 1 six-day. 

4 full. 

2 foil. 


His Honour Judge Curran- 


Hare* B. ATolont, 

8 D.I. 


3 A 2 
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TABLE IV. 


COUNTY OF MEATH. 

List of the Principal Towns in or about Navas and Kells, with Population and Number of 
Licensed Houses in each. 


Name of Town. 

Population. 

Number of 
Licensed Houses. 

Remarks. 


3,970 

47 


ICells - ... 

2,346 




955 



Duleek - ... 

■100 

3 


Nobber - 

140 



Crossukiel ... 

ISO 




Dated at Kells, 28th April 1898. 

M. Holmes, 

His Honour, Judge Curran, Hoad Constable, E.I.C. 

County Court Judge for County Meath. 


TABLE V. 

Population and Number of Licensed Houses in following Towns in above County. 


No. 

Name of Town. 

. 

Population of 
each Town. 

Number of 
Licensed Houses. 

Remarks. 

1 


1,304 

S3 


2 

Athboy - - - 

619 

11 


3 

Dunshaughliu 

261 



* 

Slaue - - - 

302 

8 



Total 

2,546 

48 



I certify above return to be correct. 

Dated at Trim, 30th April 1898. 

M. Mulyihill, H.C., 41345. 

His Honour Judge Curran, For D.I., sick. 

County Court Judge. 


TABLE VI. 

COUNTY OF WESTMEATH. 

List of the Principal Towns in the County, with Population and Number of Public-houses in each. 


Names of the Towns. 

Population of 

Number of 
existing Public- 
houses in each. 

Remarks. 

Mullingar ... 

5,323 

60 

Population exclusive of 

Athlone (Brnwney) - 

3,241 

38 

W estmenth portion. 

Moate --- - 

1,340 

23 

Castlcpollnrd 

824 

12 


Kilbeggan 

800 

18 


Clonmcllon - ... 

450 

9 


Kinnegad 

370 

7 


Bollynocargy .... 

350 

8 


Delvin .... 

345 



Tyrrellspass .... 

346 

5 


Ball v more 

280 



Multyfarnham 

210 

4 


ICillucan 

201 



Castletown, G. 

194 

i 


Total - 

14,274 

198 

Average, 72 1 , T persons per 
licensed house. 


Mullingar, 18th April 1898. 
His Honour Judge Curran. 


W. W. B. Fausset, 

County Inspector. 
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TABLE VII. 

KINGS COUNTY. 

of Principal Towns in above Comm, with the Population and Ndmueh of Public-houses 
at each Place. 


TuUiunore 

I 'arsons town - 

Ktlendcrry 

llnmtgher 

Clam - 

Philipstown 

Fruakfonl 


TABLE VIII. 


COUNTY OF KERRY. 

List of Principal Towns in above Oountt, showing Population anil Number op existing Poblic-houges 
in each. 



To His Honour John Adye Cnrran, Q.O., First District Inspector. 

County Conrt Judge, For County Inspector, on dnty. 

58, Palmerston Road, Dublin. 


.3 A 3 
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ROYAL COMMISSION ON LIQUOR LICENSING LAWS: 


APPENDIX XI. 


(Mr. E. D. Laly.) 

Protection for a Sober Parent against a Drunken or Idle Parent. 


On application of any wife, and on proof that her 
husband iR (a) habitually intemperate and drunk, or 
(6) that bo habitually fails, without reasonable excuse, 
to provide due maintenance for her and for their 
children, whom he is liable to maintain, or (e) that he 
habitually and unlawfully assaults her or them, a Court 
may grant to her an order protecting — 

1. Her earnings or separate property. 

i Anything she has purchased or directed to be 
purchased by the same. 

3. The wearing apparel and school requirements of 

her children or stop-children, and their earnings, 
if any. 

4. Tools, instruments, appliances, materials, or any- 

thing entrusted to her, and not to her husband. 

5. Furniture, beddiug, and other articles in nse, as 

household necessaries, in the homo. 


If a husband or any other person wilfully, or while 
under the influence of drink, takes away or keeps or 
damages anything so protected, without the wife's 
consent, the person so offending shall, on her complaint, 
be liable to the same procedure and punishment as if 
he had committed a common assault on her. 

In like manner, but only on proof that a wife is 
habitually intemperate and drunk, a husband may 
procure a like protecting order, with similar conse- 
quences, for — 

1. Furniture, bedding, and other artioles in use as 

household necessaries in the home. 

2. The wearing apparel or school requirements of 

children or stop-children and their earnings, if 
any. 

3. Tools, instruments, appliances, materials, or any- 

thing under his control, and not entrusted to Ms 
wife. 


APPENDIX XII. 


(Mr. W. Wilkinson.) 

ARRESTS FOR DRUNKENNESS.— IRELAND. 

Returns giving the Number oi Arrests for Drunkenness in Dublin, Cork, Limerick, Waterford, and 
Belfast on Sundays from 1877 to 1897 ; also similar returns for the rest of Ireland. Compiled from Official 
Returns. 


Arrests for Drunkenness on Sundays. — Dublin. 


— 

1877-78. 

1878-79. 

1879-80. 

1880-81. 

1881-82. 

1882-88. 

1883-84. 

1884-85. 

1885-86. 

1886-87. 

From 8 n.m. to 

97 

No Ee- 

« 

21 

36 

26 

24 

19 

21 

32 

From 2 p.m. to 
7 p.m. 

403 


291 

225 

170 

151 

208 

209 

283 

292 

From 7 p.m. to 
12 night. 

1,135 

” 

735 

630 




570 

729 


From 12 night to 
8 a.m. Monday. 

301 

* 

201 

53 

41 

87 

74 

46 

59 

113 

Total 

1,936 

- 

1,274 

929 

858 j 

575 

948 

844 

1,092 

1,201 

— 

1887-88. 

1 888-89 .! 

1889-90. 

1890-91. 

1891-92. 

1892-93. 

1893-94. 1 

1894-95. 

1895-96. 

1896-97. 

From 8 a.m. to 

19 

16 

85 

45 

13 

21 

42 

18 

35 

35 

From 2 p.m. to 

368 

313 

356 

408 

271 

228 

241 

174 

211 

189 

From 7 p.m. to 
12 night. 

832 

964 

995 

1,182 

778 

579 

533 

447 

447 

536 

From 12 night to 
8 a. in. Monday. 

94 

98 

l 159 

138 

126 

45 

93 

81 

62 

55 

Total 

1,818 

1,391 

| 1,546 

1,773 

| 1.187 

873 

909 

670 

755 

815 


Attests for Drunkenness on Sundays. — Cork. 


— 

1877-78. 

1876-79. 

1879-80. 

1880-81. 

1881-82. 

1882-88. 

1883-84. 

1884-85. 

1883-86. 

1880-87. 

From 8 a.m. to 

13 

No 

9 

8 

10 

U 




12 



Returns. 








From 2 p.m. to 

58 

„ 

87 

86 

72 

47 

50 


86 

75 

7 p.m. 











From 7 pan. to 
12 night. 

From 12 night to 
8 ojn. Monday. 




272 

212 

160 

209 

212 

232 

178 

16 

" 

11 

19 

6 

23 

10 

14 

27 

13 

Total 

857 

~ 

383 

385 

300 

244 

279 

305 

351 

278 
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Arrests bob. Dbdnkeknsss. — Ireland — continued. 


Arrests for Drunkenness on Sundays. — Cork— continued. 


- 1 

1887-88. 

1888-89. 

1889-90.! 

1890-91. 

1891-92. 

1892-93. 

1893-94. ! 

1894-95. 

1895-96. 

1896-97. 

From 8 a.m. to 
2 p.m. 

20 

IB 

24 

8 

11 

18 

12 

9 

23 

82 

From 2 p.m. to j 

44 

69 

51 

68 ' 

66 

CS 

S3 

45 

50 

4b 

From 7 p.m. to 1 

1S3 

189 

134 

141 

121 

170 

132 

108 

1S2 

158 

From 12 night to 
8 a.m. Monday. 

12 

21 

18 

76 

6 

54 

36 

29 



Total 

229 

1 297 

287 

282 

203 

307 

233 

| 191 

96G 

303 


Arrests for Druukonness on Sundays. — Limerick. 


— 

1877-78. 

1878-79. 

1879-80. 

1880-81. 

1881-82. 

1882-83. j 

1883-84. 

1884-85. | 

1885-86. 

1886-87. 

TW, R 

14 

No 

12 

7 

11 

1° 1 

12 

6 

8 

23 

2 p.m. 

From 2 p.m. to 

27 

Returns. 

37 

28 

30 

20 J 

51 

28 

36 

84 

7 p.m. . 

From 7 p.m. to 12 

105 


76 

52 

70 

57 

52 

53 

88 

96 

From 12 night to 

12 


9 

6 

U 

3 

4 

2 

2 

12 

8 o.ui. Monday. 











Total - 

158 


134 | 

93 

125 

90 

119 

89 

134 

215 

— 

1887-88. 

1888-89. 

1889-90. 

1890-91. 

1891-92. 

1892-93. 

1898-94. 

1894-95. 

1995-90. 

1890-97. 

From 8 a.m. to 

21 

34 

25 

17 

IS 

21 

16 

4 

9 

12 

2 p.m. 

From 2 p.m. to 

71 

64 

60 

77 

57 

85 

60 

55 

42 

36 


82 

141 

187 

111 

108 

180 

104 

73 

73 

73 

12 night. 

From 12 night to 

9 

12 

7 

2 

7 

13 

7 

9 

10 

2 

8 a.m. Monday. 











Total - 

183 

251 

j 279 

207 

187 

249 

187 

141 

184 

123 


1 


Arrests for Drunkenness on Sundays. — Waterford. 


— 

1877-78. 

1878-79. 

1879-80. 

1BB0-81. 

1881-82. 

1882-83. 

1888-84. 

1884-85. 

1885-86. 

1886-87. 


8 

No 

5 

14 

9 

7 

14 

5 

16 

8 

From 2 p.m. to 

20 


27 

21 

19 

26 

45 

36 

24 

30 

7 pan. 

From 7 p.m. to 

80 

„ 

50 

46 

S3 

36 

60 

56 

G3 

47 

12 night. 








18 

4 

6 

From 12 night to 










8 a.m. Monday. 











Total - 

114 

- 

84 

86 

64 


128 

115 

106 

91 

— 

1887-88. 

1888-89. 

1889-90. 

1690-91. 

1891-92. 

1892-93. 

1893-94. 

1894-95. 

1896-96. 

1896-97. 

From 8 a.m. to 

7 

10 

19 

8 

18 

16 

7 

8 

14 

2 

2 p.m. 

From 2 p.m. to 

19 

43 

39 

57 

27 

46 

55 

34 

42 

28 

7p.m. 

From 7 p.m. to 

69 

87 

71 

87 

53 

121 

93 

98 

98 

77 

12 night. 

From 12 niglit to 

10 

10 

12 

9 

5 

3 

16 

12 

14 

12 

8 a.m. Monday. 











Total - 

95 

150 

141 

156 

98 

186 

171 

147 

163 

119 
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Arrests for Drcs'kenness. — Ireland — continued. 


Arrests for Drunkenness on Sundays. — Belfast. 


— 

1877-78. 

1878-79. 

1879-80. j 

1880-81. | 

1681-82. 1 

1882-83. 

1883-84. 

1884-85. | 

1885-86. 

1886-87. 

From 8 a.rn. to 

38 

No 

43 

22 

44 

29 

65 

03 

58 

43 

2 p.m. 

From 2 p.m. to 

08 

Returns. 

70 

85 

97 

69 

113 

117 

120 

87 

7 p.m. 

From 7 p.in. to 

132 


120 

133 

146 

146 

208 

108 

188 

192 

12 night. 

From 12 night to 



19 

13 

13 

21 

73 

27 

15 

8 

8 n.m. Monday. 











Total - 

235 

1 - 

238 | 

272 

300 

263 

400 

375 

382 1 

330 


1887-88. 

j 188S-89. 

1889-90. 

1890-91. 

1891-92. 

1892-93. 

1893-94. 

1894-95. j 

1895-96. 

1 1890-97. 

From 8 p.m. to 

20 

31 

36 

23 

27 

28 

1 25 

34 | 

25 

54 

2 p.m. 

From 2 p.m. to 

61 

82 

77 

71 

87 

54 

98 

65 | 

124 


7 p.m. 

From 7 p.m. to 

118 

141 

103 

ISt 

140 

100 

233 

237 '■ 

274 


12 night. 

From 12 mglit to 

8 

9 

9 

6 

4 




U 


8 n.TD. Monday. 










Total - 

207 

203 

22$ 

224 

258 

1 188 

364 

347 

438 

412 
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ROYAL COMMISSION ON LIQUOR LICENSING LAWS: 


APPENDIX XIII. 


(Copy of Letter from Sir David Harrel, K.G.B.) 

Chief Secretary’s Office, 
Dublin Castle, 

Sib, 2nd June 1898. 

I Ait directed by the Lords Justices to transmit, 
for the information of the Royal Commission on Liquor 
Licensing Laws, the attached copy of a report received 
from the police and a cutting from the “ Freeman's 
Journal” of the 26th May 1891, on the subject of 
“ Tied houses ” in Cork. 

I am, sir. 

Your obedient servant. 

The Secretary, (Signed) D. Harrel. 

Royal Commission on Liquor Licensing Laws. 


Enclosure. 

District Inspector’s Office, 

Cork, South, 

nOth May 1898. 

I BE8 to report that the facts in the annexed 
cutting nrc quite correct, and the Recorder’s remarks 
on the Bubject of “Tied houses” are also accurately 
reported. 

Freeman’s Journal, 26th May 1898. 

“The Recorded or Cork os * Tied Houses.’ 

“ Our Cork correspondent wires that at the 
Borough Licensing Sessions yesterday, before the 


Recorder, a licensing case arose which excited a 
good deal of interest, in view of the sitting of tho 
Licensing Commission and tho evidence which has 
been given on the subject of ' biod ’ houses. It 
was an application by Ellen O’Leary, Barrack 
Street, for transfer of license held by her sister, 
Hannah O'Leary. 

“ The Recorder, in giving his decision, said that 
he had oight transfers granted there that day, and 
all were to the nominees of the brewers. There 
was not one or thoso transfers or licenses in which 
tho person who applied for it was bond fide.. They 
all held their promises as monthly tenants. The 
practice existed everywhere, and when A. B. was 
getting a liconse tlioy had it bolbro thorn that they 
were simply giving it tu A. B.as tho representative 
of some brewer. That was a course of dealing 
which his Honour thought should be brought 
beforo tho attention of tho Committee sitting on 
Licensing Laws. His Honour prococded to deal 
with the facts of the cose, and rofusod tho applica- 
tion on the misconduct and unfitness of tho 
applicant, and on the objection of the police. He 
judged her misconduct .and unfitness on her part 
in the proceedings before that Court. He had 
nothing to say to her character outside that." 

The object the Recorder had in view in drawing 
attention to tho system of “ Tiod houses ” was to bring 
it under the notice of the Licensing Commission, as ho 
stated that, in bis opinion, such a practice was never 
contemplated by the Legislature when the licensing 
laws wero enacted. 

R. D. Morrison, D.I. 


APPENDIX XIV. 


Adulteration or Whisky. 


Royal Irish Constabulary Office, 
Dublin Castle, 

Dear Mr. Peri., July 20, 1898. 

On receipt of your letter of 13th May I asked the 
officers at Belfast, Cork, Tralee, Limerick, and London- 
derry to give me their opinion as to tho extent to which 
whisky is adulterated, and where necessary to have 
samples taken for analysis. 

Yon wiD find copies of their replies attached, except 
in the case of Tralee, which has not yet come in, but 
which will be forwarded when received. 

Yours faithfully, 

The Hon. Sidney Peel, A. Reed, 

Royal Commission on Inspector-General. 

Liquor Licensing Laws, 

6, Old Palace Yard, 

London, S.W. 


Belfast. 

District Inspector Moroll : — 

“ All the officers here agree that there is little or no 
adulteration of whisky in Belfast.” 

Cork. 

County Inspector Gambell : — 

“ A considerable number of samples of whisky have 
been taken in this riding since May last. In a few 
instances the liquor was found to be under proof — water 
having been added — but in no case was there any 
adulteration.” 


Limerick. 

County Inspector Hayes : — 

“ From time to time I have had numerous samplos 
taken in different parts of Irclaud, and in no instance 
was it found that there was any adulteration beyond 
added water. 1 do not beliovo there is adulteration to 
any extont. When in the north of Ireland I had some 


of the lowest houses tried, and several in Limerick sinco 
coming bore. I also questioned several of tho Food 
and Drugs Inspectors, and they all said water was tho 
only adulteration found in samplos taken by thorn.” 


Londonderry. 

County Inspector Lcatham : — 

“ Fcrty-seven samples of whisky wore taken in fairs, 
&c. in May and Juno 1898. They were genuine, oxcopt 
for being ' under proof ’ from watering. In one case it 
amounted to 28J per cent., and the publican was lined 
10s. aud costs.” 


August 8, 1898. 

as promised in tne wspootor-Geuarul’s letter of 
the 20th ultimo, 1 encloso you the following particulars 
supplied by the County Inspector, Traloc, relative to 
adulteration of whisky. 


The Hon. Sidney Peel. 


rs faithfully, 

H. Thtnne, 

Deputy Inspuotor-Gonoral. 


Traloc. 

County Inspector : — 

“ I find that out of 25 samplos of whisky taken in 
various parts of this county 12 wore found to bo pure, 
ono adulterated with water, and tho result in tho 
remainder has not been notified, i 
“The only way I can account for tlic abaenco of tho 
‘bad Bind' ' is that the publicans are able to dodge the 
inspectors. 1 boliove that in many cases tho stuff is 
there, bnt tho policeman, who is well known to bo tho 
inspector, does not como across it.” 
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I N D E X. 


A. 

Abeyance, licenses in, renewal refused bv Recorder of 
Cork, 64,661. 

Acts of Parliament relating to licensing, 56,058. 

Act of 1634, foundation of licensing system in 
Ireland, 56,061, 56,467. 

Act of 1791 (Spirit Grocers’ Act), 60,543. 

Act of 1805— Number of existing licenses 
considered in granting renewal or transfer, 
59,203. 

Act of 1815, proYi8ions of, 61,353. 

Act of 1818 (Licensed Grocers (Ireland) Act 

Spirit Grocers’ Licenses, 56,231. 

Act of 1825 (Excise License Act) : 

Spirit dealers' wholesale licenses, 56,284. 
Spirit grocers’ licenses, 56,231. 

■Victualling house qualification for license, 
61,354. 

Actof 1825 (Wine Dealers’ Foreign Wine License), 

Act of 1833 (Licensing (Ireland) Act) : 

Publicans’ licenses, 56,069, 56,135. 
Registration fees on renewal of certificate, 
65,163. 

Six householders’ certificate, 56,107. 

Act of 1835 (Patented Theatres in Dublin), 
56,303. 

Extension to the whole of Ireland, suggested, 
64,389. 

Act of 1836 (Licensing (Ireland) Amendment 
Act): 

Certificate of character, &c. on renewal of 
publican’s license, 56,883. 

Simple drunkenness, arrest for, 56,824, 
61,238. 

Act of 1842— Penalty for sale of drink to children 
under age, 61,856. 

Act of 1845 (Spirit (Ireland) Act) — Spirit grocers’ 
licensos, 56,231. 

Act of 1854 (Spirit (Ireland) Aot) : 

Notice to constabulary of application for 
license, 56.069. 

Penalty for illicit keeping of liquor for solo, 
.59,442, 59,714. 

Prosecutions for tippling, 56,333. 

Renewal of publican's license; certificate of 
two justices or divisional magistrate, 
56.107, 56,115. 

Actof 1855 (Public-house (Ireland) Act) — Transfer 
of publican’s license, 56,137, 61,276. 

Act of 1860 (Refreshment Houses (Ireland) Act), 
56,269. 

Value qualification of premises for refresh- 
ment houses, 56,309. 

Act of 1860 (Shopkeepers’ Retail Foreign Wine 
License), 56,297. 

Act of 1860 (Spirit Dealers’ Licenses), 56,284, 
56,296. 

Act of 1862 (Inland Revenue Aot)— Occasional 
licenses, 56,177, 61,913. 

Act of 1863 : 

Copy of first section to be exhibited by inn- 
keepers, 56,924. 

Occasional licenses, 56,177. 

Act of 1864 (Beerhouses (Ireland) Aot) : 

Certificates for beer retailers' licenses, 

56.206. 

Spirit grocers’ licenses ; no discretion ns to 
grant or refusal, 57,380. 

Suitability of premises, 50,239. 

Act of 1872 : 

Arrest for drunkenness, powers as to, 
56,324. 

Certificates for spirit grocers’ licenses, 

56.206, 56,233. 

Children, sale of drink to, age limit, 61,440. 
Endorsement of licenses, 61,432. 

Hours of closing, 56,311. 

Penalties for illicit sale of liquor, 59,708. 
Prosecutions at petty sessions, 56,324. 
Section 78, difficulty in interpreting, 63,779. 
Six-day licenses, 56,095. 

Spirit dealers' retail foreign liqueur license, 
56,296. 

Spirit grocer, definition of, 56,215. 

Wine dealers' foreign wine license, 56,297. 


Acts of Parliament relating to licensing — cont. 

Act of 1874 (Constabulary (Ireland! Act)— Can- 
teens, 56,203. 

Aot of 1874 (Licensing (Ireland) Act): 

Arrest for drunkenness, powers os to, 
56,324, 61,237. 

Certificate for spirit grocers’ liceuse, 56,233. 
Certificate for wholesale beer dealers’ license, 

56,206, 56,256. 

Children, sale of drink to, age limit, 61,440. 
Endorsement of licenses, magisterial discre- 
tion, 61,432. 

Exemption orders, 56,192. 

Fairs and races, sale of liquor at, 56,189. 
Non-attendance of applicant for renewal at 
potty sessions, 56,120. 

Notice of application for publican's license 
• to be advertised, 56,070. 

Patented theatres in Dubliu, 56,303. 

Property in licensos recognised by, alleged, 

, 64,642. 

Prosecutions at petty sessions, 56,324. 

Six-day and early-closing licenses, reduction 
of duty, 56,097. 

Act of 1877 (Beer License Regulation (Ireland) 
Act) — (Meldon’s Act) : 

Value qualification of premises for boor 
dealers and beer retailers, 56,309, 56,454, 
59,888a, 59,997. 

Aot of 1878 (Sale of Liquors on Sunday (Ireland) 
Aot) : 

Houi-b of closing, 50,311. 

Parliamentary history, 59,774, 59,782. 
Penalties for infringement, 58,124. 

Act of 1880 : 

Reduction of license duty for restaurant or 
hotel, with no drinking bar, 63,91-5. 

Scale of license duties, 65,253. 

Act of 1881 (Army Act) — Canteens, 56,202. 

Act of 1882 (Beer Dealers’ Retail Licenses 
Amendment Aot) — Magisterial discretion 
absolute as to grant or refusal of beer retail 
license, 56,208, 50,262, 56,460, 57,375, 59,835, 
61,274. 

Act of 1886 (Intoxicating Liquors, Sale to 
Children Act) — Penalty for sell mg to children 
under 13, 61,856. 

Complexity of Irish Licensing Acts, 61,274, 63,778. 
Adams, Judge, on canvassing, 57,120, 58,396. 

Additional retail spirit license : 

English 3-guiuca license, extension to Ireland, 
proposed, 56,658. 

No objection, 56.293, 56,384. 

Opinion in favour of, 57,313, 65,327. 

New retail license, proposed, 55,830, 56,842. 
Magisterial control, question of, discussed, 
50,993. 

Off-license for sale of any qnautity, suggested, 
57,697. 

Administration of licensing laws : 

Difficulty of, owing to complexity of licensing 
code and wording of statutes, 63,778. 

Fair administration, alleged, 64,492. 

Lavish granting of licenses, by jnstioes (see title 
Justices). 

Lax administration, alleged, 58,505, 62,770, 62,917, 
63,830, 64,150. 

Belfast, 63,830. 

Canvassing, influence of, 58,346. 

Cork, county of, 58,102, 61,538, 62,803. 
Tralee, 59,365. 

Police and licensing laws : 

Arrests for drunkenness — Circular isBuod 
to Dublin Metropolitan Police, 60,964, 
61,241, 61,308, 65,479. 

Lax enforcement, alleged : 

Aoathy of police due to want of support 
W justices, 59,478, 61,538, 62,832. 
Cork, 61,503, 61,518, 61,592, 61,611, 
61,694, 62,811. 

Evidence os to Cork police, con- 
tradicted, 65,879. 

Fairs and races, 62,749. 

Monetary encouragement suggested, 
60,573, 60,731. 

Proper enforcement impossible in pre- 
sent circumstances, 61,74$. 
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Administration of licensing laws — coni. 

Police and licensing laws — coni. 

No difficulty in administration if justices 
support police, til, 573. 

Sunday closing: 

Difficulties in remote districts, and effect 
ol good administration, 59,852. 

Total Sunday closing — extra police powers, 
suggested, 56,741. 

Satisfactory in Dublin, 64,488. 

Uniformity, want of, in the Irish Courts, 
instances. 63,817. 

Adulteration, 63,742 : 

Belfast, adulteration unknown, 57,463. 

Deleterious ingredients in spirits alleged, but no I 
trace of, 58,723. 58,853. 58,972, 59,311 , 59,537, 
62,363, 62,433, 62,970. 

Food and Drugs Act, -vigorous enforcement 
suggested, 62,383. 

Mysterious mixture supplied by distillers, 
62,973, 63,036. 

Special bottle as sample for police, 62,811. 

Quantity of water constituting adulteration, 
59,582. 

Beoipe for adulteration, 59,312, 59.587. . 

Water the only adulterant, 57,701, 5S.010, 58.859, 
59,310, 59,547, 64,987 Appendix V., Tables 
V. and XIL). 

Agreement between brewer, &c. and pnblican : 

Cork, terms of agreement in, 64,611, 64,708, 
64,827. 

Licensing authority and agreements : 

Cork, practice in, 64,713. 

Objections to intervention by licensing 
authority, 56,551, 64,414, 65,825. 

Ahem, Rot. Michael, R.O.C. (witness), 62,711. 

Position of witness, 62,886. 

Alteration of licensed premises : 

District inspector recommends alterations — non- 
compliance reported to licensing authority, 
59,633. 

Recorder or licensing committee to deal with 
alterations, pioposai, 57,257. 

Amusements, lack of, contributing to drunkenneso, 63,516. 

Annual licensing petty sessions : 

Date, 56,118. 

Jurisdiction of justices, 56,-185, 59,020. 

Non-attendance of applicant for renewal, 56,120. 

Postponing, to enable applicant for beer license 
to be three months in occupation of premises, 
57,402 ( sen also title Petty Sessions), 

Annual licensing quarter sessions : 

Attendance of justices, 57,075. 

Chairman, position at licensing sessions, 58,625, 
58,787, 59,384, 59,506, 60,274. 62,567. 

Districts, places, and timos for holding — juris- 
diction of Lord Lieutenant, 56,079, 56,414. 

Licenses granted at aunual sessions — applica- 1 
tion in exceptional cases to interim sessions, 
56,083, 56,423, 56,483, 61,270, 61,295. 62,569. 

Applications, except in specific cases, to be 
made at annual sessions only, suggested, 
61,474. 

Interim licenses, confirmation required at 
annual licensing sessions, 66,137, 56,423. 

Antrim, county of : 

Bonafidc traveller, 65,340, 65,410. 

Illicit distillation, 65,347, 65,394, 65,425, 65,450. 

Appeals : 

Assize, judges of, appeal to, from recorder and 
county court judge, suggested, 56,512, 56,583, 
56,683, 56,805, 58.643, 58,819, 59,230, 62,863, 
65,172, 65,463, 65,765. 

Objections, 62,369, 62,460, 64,977. 

Opinion in favour of, 57,691. 

County court judge, appeal to, from resident 
magistrate, under proposed licensing autho- 
rity, 58,632. 

Justices, right of, to sit on appeal against own 
decisions, 56,439. 

“ New licenses, no appeal to he allowed, sngges- 
tion, 56,966. 

«■ No appeal to be allowed except on points of law, 
proposed, 63,099. 

' L Opinion in favour of, 56,521. 

Points of law, appeals on, to judge of assize, 
suggested, 61,420. 

« lK Not necessary, 56,809. 

Police appeals, proposed, 56,324, 58,503, 62,865. 

" w ‘ Desirable under present system, 58,208, 


Appeals— eon/. 

Police appeals, proposed— coni. 

District inspectors auil head constables to 
have right of appeal, suggested, 58,251. 
Inspector-general, objections to appeals 
from decisions, of justices, 58,688, 58,831. 
Objections to, 56,811. 

Opinions in favour of. 59,0-47, 59.408, 01,436. 
Quarter sessions, appeal to, would not meet 
the case, 56,894. 

Value of righ t of appeal, 50,444. 

Appeals to quarter sessions : 

Justices and private interest, 50,517. 

Petty sessions, appeals from, 00,088. 

New licenses, 56.424. 

Renewals. 50,117, 56,374, 56,433. 

Spirit grocers’ licenses, granting by stipendiary 
magistrate, with appeal to quarter sessions, 
suggested, 56,526. 

Applicant for license, character of, and justices in 
County Cork, 62,901. 

Applications for licenses : 

Licenses grunted at anuual sessions — applications 
in exceptional cases to interim sessions, 56,083. 
56,423, 56,483, 61,270, 61,295, 62.569. 
Applications, except in specific cases, to be 
made at aunual sessions only, suggested, 
61,474. 

Notice of : 

Advertisement in local papers, 56,070, 61,727. 
Constabulary, notice to — Spirit (Ireland) 
Act (1854), 56,069. 

Off-licenses, regulations, proposed, 57,428. 
Publicans’ hocuses, 56,069, 56,085. 

Spirit grocers’ and wholesale beer dealers’ 
licenses, 56,208. 

Wine refreshment house licenses, 56,270. 
Publicans' licenses— procedure suggested, 56,854. 
Repeated applications : 

Suggestions as to, 01,475, 61,801, 61,839. 
Youghal, repeated applications for license 
at, 59,364. 

Transfers, all applications must come before 
anuual licensing sessions, 56,378. 

Army Act (1881) — Canteens, 56,202. 

Assize, judges of, appeal to, from recorder and county 
court judge, suggested, 56,512, 56,533, 56,683, 56,805, 
58,6 13, 58,819, 59,230, 62,863, 65,172, 65,463, 65,705. 
Objections, 62,359, 62,400, 64,977. 

Opinion iu favour of, 57,691. 

Points of law, appeal on, desirable, 01,420. 

Not necessary, 56,809. 

Athletio meetings : 

Drunkenness oncouragod by, 58,051, 58,325. 
Publicans promoting, alleged, 62,904. 


B. 

Back doors, &c. : 

Publican objecting to close door because wife 
and children must pass through public-house, 
64,245. 

Stricter investigation when licenses are granted, 
proposed, 58,419. 

Sunday trading and back doors, 65,603. 

Balfour, Mr. Arthur, Irish Sunday Closing, attitude 
towards, 59.778, 59,987. 

Ball, Lord Chancellor, Olitheroe decision adopted 
without comment, 56,152. 

Ball, Mr. Frederick James (witness), 59,293. 

Witness’ action ns to mixed trades on liconsod 
premises, 59,321. 

Ballymena : 

Dormant licenses, instances, 65,430. 

Liconsod houses, number of, 66,411. 

Population, 65,413, 65,454. 

Bankruptcy not due to drink, 56,611. 

Barmaids, womon not to be omployed in pnblie-houscs 
at all, suggested, 64,212. 

Barry, Lord Justice : 

Clithoroo decision, 56,152, 64,752. 

No^ property ” in a license, 56,172, 64,640, 

Bars: 

Hotel boro, exclusion of outside public, suggested, 

Private bars in public-houses, 60,776, 00,894, 
60,937. 

Barton, Mr. Dunbar, Q.O., M.P. (witness), 56,055. 
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Beamish, Capt. B. Pigott (witness). 01,603. 

Beer, dilution unknown, 58,160. 

Boer dealers’ retail licenses : 

Amalgamation with spirit gnocor’s license, 
suggested, 66,880, 66,842. 

Certificate required — Beerhouses (Ireland) Act 
(1864), 56,206. 

Lavish granting to spirit grocers, 57,818, £7,372, 

Magisterial discretion absolute— Act of 1882, 
56,208, 56,262, 56,460. 

Open vessels, sale in. objections to, 56,258. 

Bccorder to grant at annual licensing quarter 
sessions, suggested, 57,427. 

Statistics, 59,697 (see Append is I„ Table I.). 

Three months’ occupation of premises qualifica- 
tion, abolition of, desirable, 57,-102, 59,730, 
65,612, 05,845. 

"Value qualification of premises. 56,809, 56.859. 

Beer Dealers’ Retail Licenses Amendment Act (1882): 

Magisterial discretion absolute as to grant or 
refusal of beer retail license, 56,208, 56,262, 
56,460, 57,375, 59,885, 61,274. 

Beer dealers’ wholesale licenses : 

Certificate cannot be refused nnless police 
object, 66,213. 

Certificate required — Act of 1874, 56,206, 56,256, 
50,334. 

Granting by Excise authorities, without certifi- 
cate, suggested, 64,538. 

Hours of closing not restricted, 56,259. 

Procedure for granting, &o., to be the same as 
publicans’ license, under proposed licensing 
authority, suggestion, 56,853. 

Value qualification of premises, 56.309. 

Beer License (Regulation (Ireland) Act (1877) : 


Belfast— coni. 

Licensed houses: 

Excessive number in working-class districts 
62,579. 

Plan showing distribution in selected quarter 
of Belfast (see Appendix IV.). 

Licensing Authority, 56,499, 56,580. 

Former jurisdictions — Justices granting 
licenses which had been refused by 
Recorder, 56,501. 

Recorder decreasing publicans' licenses, 
justices increasing spirit grocers, 57.362. 

Monday morning absence from work, 57,220. 

Number of persons entering twenty public- 
houses between certain hours on certain days, 
statistics, 65.176, 65,256. 

Occasional license successfully opposed hy Irish 
Temperance League, 63,953. 

Opposition to renewals, failure of, on ground of 
informal notices, 63,793. 

Pay days, 62,378, 02,607. 

Plurality of licenses , 56,556. 

Police statistics, 57,475. 


and beer retailers, 56,309 , 56,454, 59,888a, 
59,997. 

Beerhouse license, proposed, 61,926. 

Beerhouses — effect of Beer License Regulation (Ire- 
land) Act (1877), 57,025, 59,888a, 59,958. 

Bocrhouses (Ireland) Act (1864) : 

Certificates for beer retailers’ licenses, 56,206. 

Spirit grocers’ licenses — no discretion os to grant 
or refusal, 57,380. 

Suitability of promises, 56,239. 

Bolfast : 

Act of 1882, not acknowledged by Belfast Court 
until 1894, 03,818. 

Bond fide traveller, 56,599,56,747,57,215, 57,277, 
62.617. 

Capital ia the off-liccuso trade, 65,777. 

Character of licensees, 57,488. 

Clubs. 57,304, 57,596 : 

Restriction giving rise to drinking clubs, 
no danger of, 57,219. 

Compensation insufficient, for houses suppressed 
on public, grounds, alleged, 65.177. 

Conduct of licensed houses, 56,517, 57,24i0, 57,468, 
57,671, 57,687. 

Crime, proportion of, due to drink, 56,603. 

Cruelty to children— Belfast and District Branch 
of JN.S.P.C.C., statistics, 57,160 (see Ap- 
pendix III., Tablo XV.). 

Drinking shops, 57,165. 

Drunkenness: 

Decrease in, 57,679. 

Docreaso iu, and causes of, 57,138, 57,479, 
57,553 (Appeudix III., Tables I., II,). 

Extension of hours in the suburbs, effect 
of, 57,223. 

Fcmalo drunkenness, 57,146, 57,649 (see 
Appendix EH., Tables I., II., and III.). 


Habitual drunkards, statistics(Api>ondix HI., 
Tablo III.). 

Juvenile drunkenness, 57,148. 

Saturday night drunkenness, 57,182, 57,588. 
Sources of, 57,468. 

Sunday drunkenness, 57,204 (see Appendix 
HI., Table II.). 

Sunday closing would not diminish dmnken- 
ness, 57,581. . , . 


Early closing (sec snb-heading Sunday Closing 
and Saturday Burly Closing). 

Elections and temperance question, o4,051, 
64,166. 64,306, 64,316, 65,185. 


Expenditure on di-ink, 57,1-14. 

Justices’ resolution in favour of prohibiting 
children under 13 as messengers, 64,210, 
64,259. 


Public improvements and compensation, 57,455, 
65,177. 

Public-houses : 

Character of licensees, 57,238. 

Decrease in number of, 57,235, 

Groceries, publicans selling, uumbor of, 
57,251. 

Hours of employment in public-houses, 
62,641. 

New licenses, 56,515, 63,860. 

Number not excessive, 57,678. 

Value, increase in, 56,517, 56,538, 67,241, 
57,518. 


56,864. 

PnblicanB' licenses : 

Shaftesbury Hotel, case of, 56,565. 
Wholesale dealer, application for transfer of 
dormant license, 06, 553. 


Reduction of licenses, 57,031. 

Shebeens. 57,208, 65,774 (sea Appendix III., 
Table I.) 

Spirit grocers' licenses : 

Disappointed applicants for public-house 
license as spirit grocers, 63,860, 63,863, 
63,871. 

Drinking in grocers’ shops, alleged, 56,852. 
Excessive number, 57,539, 65,814. 

Flax trade employes and spirit grocers' 


licenses, 65,753. 

Holders of, 57,397. 

Larger houses well conducted, 57,676. 

Nnmbcr of, and increase in, 57,247, 57,365 
63,828 (see also Appendix III., Table V.). 

Causo of increase, 57,347, 65,758. 

Position of spirit grocers, 62,683. 

Protest from unlicensed grocers, 68,909. 

Situation of spirit grocers, 57,356, 57,622. 

Valac qualification of premises, suggested, 
56,864, 57,332. 

Working classes, attitude of, 62,601, 62,670. 

Sunday closing, and Saturday early closing, 
proposed : 4 

Closing public-houses daring riots in 1886, 
beneficial effect of, 64,014, 64,254. G5.243. 

Canvass or plebiscite on Sunday closing, 
57,227. 57,574, 57,663, 59,799, 62,695, 
64,035, 64,079, 64,818. 

Petition against Intoxicating Liquors (Ire- 
land) Bill, 64,057, 64,172. 

Public opinion as to, 62,699, 64,024, 64,288, 
65,175, 65.321. 

Publicans in favour of, 64,018. 

Trades Council and Sunday closing, 62,647. 

Working classes, attitude of, 57,231, 62,618, 
64,206. 

Sunday opening in tho area added to Bolfast, 
effect of, 64,078. 

Temperance refreshment rooms and coffee stands. 
63,987, 64,119, 64,185, 64,372, 65,188, 65,218, 
65,265. 

Tied-honse system, 56,541. 56,617, 57,671, 65,759. 

Wages, payment of, in public-houses : 

Dock labourers paid in yard adjoining public- 
house, 62,621. 

Harland and Wolff’s employes, 63,917. 
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ROYAL COMMISSION ON LIQUOB LICENSING LAWS : 


Belfast and Ulster Vintners’ Association, 65,1-14. 

Bergin. Mr. Daniel L. (witness), 64,393. 

Big"ar's, Mr., Bill regnluting Lours o£ sale, reference 
to, 64,390. 

Billiard rooms, application of English law, suggested 
50,886, 57.067. 

Black list of habitual drunkards, discussed, 67,437. 

Boats (see title Passenger Boats). 

Bogus clubs: 

Cork, 58,095. el ,559. 

Definition, 63,256. 

Dublin, 69,905, 60,052, 61,009, 61,958, 62,143, 
63,363, 63,377, 64,464. 

No serious grievance, but present law unsatisfac- 
tory, 62,143. 

Penalties for illicit sale of liquor, 59,707. 

Increase of, suggested, 59,712. 

Practically unknown outside Dublin, 59,864, 
59,863. 

Prosecutions, proving sale tbe groat difficulty, 
63,425. 

Buies, satisfactorily drawn up but not carried 
out, 59,710. 

Sunday closing and bogus clubs, 56,950, 59,980, 
61,071, 61,211, 64,464, 65,866. 

Walsh, Archbishop, on restriction and bogus 
clubs, 60,976. 

Bond fid* traveller : 

Abolition of, proposed, 56.573. 

Objections to,' 57,001, 57,046, 58,919. 61,781. 
Advertising house for travellers at Phoenix Park, 
61,890. 

Ascertaining : 

Onus of proof to be upon traveller's shoul- 
ders, 61,980. 

Precautions merely formal, 56,572, 56,592, 
59,450, 61,216, 61.273. 

“ Bond fide'' abolition of term, proposed, 58,703. 

Substituting “ excursionist ” for, 61,975. 
Clare overrun with the so-called bond fide tra- 
veller, 58,691. 

Convictions against publicans, 56,752. 

Definition of. 58,525, 60,233. 

Distance limit, raising, proposed: 

Objections to, 64,462, 65,015, 65,063, 65,871. 
Suggestions as to, 56,747, 56,882, 57,215, 

58,254, 58,702, 59,060, 59,452, 59,001, 

59,780, 60.231, C1.213, 61,449, 61,782, 

62,119. 62,273, 62,380, 62,871, 63,142, 

63,616, 63,895, 65,363, <35,460. 

Travelling by land and by water ; case of 
Pnrkor, Appellant, u. The Queon, Respon- 
dent, 56,319. 

False representations : 

Convictions, 56,751. 

Penalty , 57,594. 

Imprisonment without the option of a 
tine, proposed, 62,871. 

Minimum penalty to bo 10s., suggested, 
60,224. 

Penalty, imposing on traveller and 
publicau, proposed, 61,783. 

Raising, suggested, 64,485. 

Prosecutions of niaZii fide travellers, 61,9S0. 
Prosecutions of publican, 64,476. 

Traveller, punishing more severely than 
publican, proposed. 63,615. 

Licensing Act olh 1874, section dealing with 
travellers, absurdity of, 59,450. 

Loose interpretation of the law, alleged, 59,855, 
60,055, 60,308. 

Outside threo-milo radius, traveller cau go from 
one public-house to another, 60,234, 60.254. 
Persons travelling for business or pleasure and 
travelling for drink, distinguishing between, 
56,319, 58,525, 59,454, 59,516, 50,794, 61,793. 
Railway travellers : 

Liquor not to be supplied at dupartnre 
station, proposed, 57,281, 58,530. 
Refreshment rooms, opening, suggestions as 
to, 63,901, 64,348. 

Refreshments other than intoxicants should be 
supplied in publio-honses, 61,899. 

Restriction of hours for travellers, proposed, 
61.452, 61,785, 61,902. 

Hardship would be caused by, 59,060, 60,232, 
Partial Sunday opening, suggested, 64,458, 
65,342, 65.358, 65,539, 65,599. 

Bight of traveller to be supplied at public-house, 
58,938, 59,175. 

Rowdyism in Belfast, 62,617. 


Bond fide traveller — coni. 

Sale off, 58,915. 

Objections to, 57,279. 

Quantity to be limited to reasonable refresh- 
ment. suggested, 59,456. 

“Shutting" public-house door, difficulties, 
58, 700758,752, 58,913. 

Special houses for travellers, with hotel accom- 
modation, proposed, 61,279, 63,898. 

Opinion iu favour of limiting sevea-day 
licenses, 62,210. 

Restriction of soven-day licenses to one-third 
of existing houses, suggested, 61,742, 
61,822. 

Stay in public-house should be limited to time 
fur reasonable refreshment, 58,528. 

Travellers’ register, suggested, 57,286, 57,591, 
63,153, 63,895. 

Objections to, 59,639. 

Opinion iu favour of, 58,918. 

Travelling a short distance l'or a drink, from 
Dublin, 61,27.5, 61,88a 
Treating by traveller not allowed, 60,235. 

Bond, keeping whisky in, for three years, suggested, 
63,574, 63,642. 

Booth, Dr. John, on hospital cases due to drink on 
Saturday night, in Cork, 63,062. 

Bootshop, license granted to, in Luugford, 61,391. 
Bourke, Mr. Ulick (witness), 58,485. 

Brannigan v. Justices of Armagh, 50,151. 

Brennan v. Dornoy, 56,056, 56,172. 

Brewers (see title Tied honsos). 

Broanan, Mr., prosecution against, 59,349. 

Bruen, Mr. Henry (witness), 58,994. 


0 . 

Canteens : 

Civilians drinking in : 

Cork County, 64,995. 

Prohibition of, suggested, 58,736. 

Statutes regulating, 56,202. 

Canvass in exempted cities (sec titlo Piobi.scito). 

Canvassing justices, 59,501 , 59,573, 60,173, 00,263, 61,219, 
62,090, 62,384, 62,543, 62,925. 

Attendance of justices at licensing sessions, 
56,820, 57,077, 57,408. 

Synopsis of attendance in contain cases (sen 
Appendix VII.). 

Both sides canvassing, 65,03-4, 65,051, 65,377, 
65,429. 

“ Brought,” meaning of, 58,(179. 

Canvassing to be penal oileuoo, suggested, 63,085, 
64,741 . 

Chief inspector of R.I.G. in Belfast, canvassed, 
57,616, 57,645. 

Cork brewer’s agent offering 51. to magistrates, 
alleged, 62,781, 62,791, 62,926. 

Denial by Cork brewers. 64,730, 04,746, 
64,759, 64,832. 

County coui’t judge canvassed, 62,538, 62,500. 

Connty court judges on, 57,117, 57,776, 58,353, 
58,396. 

Disqualification, absolute, of applicant canvassing, 
proposed, 57,412. 

Evils of, 57,022, 62,412. 

Hotel expenditure by justices in straitened 
circumstances, at Fonnoy, 59,364. 

Interest iu liquor coinixmy, member of the Ixmeh 
with, 63,927. 

Justices canvassing each othor, 61.397, 62,539. 

Justices' complaints, 57,776, 58,196, 08,353, 
59,279. 

Justices more open to canvassing in licensing 
than in other matters, explanation, 08,445. 

Kilmniuham instances, 61,270. 

Limerick, Bishop of, letter to “ Munster News," 
59,342. 

Londonderry justices superior to canvassing, 
63,092, 63,183. 

Long distances travelled by justices, 56,519, 
64,180, 65,440, 65,470. 

l* 03Ul “ r 'lcr sent to justice at, 
62,78-1. J 

New licenses obtained by canvassing, 61,466. 

O .Shuughnessy, Dr., on, 59,340. 

Packed courts, 56,820, 57,110, 59,277. 

County court judge loaving the bench, in 
Kerry, 61,403. 

Police officers' reports («co Appendix II.). 
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Canvassing — eoul. 

Prevalence of, in county Clare, 58,780. 
Prosecutions, canvassing in case of, 60 188 
01,434 

Cork, large proportion of dismissals, 58,116. 
Tralee instances. 50,349, 59,305. 

Statusof justices renders them liable to inilnencc. 

59,004, 03,027, 00,060. 

Treating justice in county Clare, 58,683. 
Carrickfcrgns, date of licensing sessions at, 56,081, 
56,118. 

Casting vote -. 


Second vote for chairman in case of eqnal 
division of justices, suggested, 58,524. 
Castleisland : 

Excessive number of public-houses. 59,871. 

Pmnnrlinn n( en 


Proportion of licenses to population, 60,157. 
Cavan, c ounty of, increase of publicans’ licenses, 62,565. 
Certificates : 

Duration of, 56,106. 

Licenses not requiring. 56,062, 56,282. 

Licenses requiring, 56,060, 56.206. 

Limited certificate for beer and porter, magis- 
terial discretion desirable, 57,165. 

Spirit grocers’ licenses, 58,206, 56,238. 

Character of applicant for license, and justices in conntv 
Cork, 62,901. 

Character of license-holders : 

Belfast, good conduct of publicans in, 57,238. 


Dublin, 61,150. 61.196, 61,351. 

Good character of, 56,984. 

Justices' certificate, 56,111. 

Refusal, question of, 56,124. 
Kilkenny, 60,343. 

Liquor trade demoralising, alleged, 61,62 


Small publicans, law infringed by, 61,422. 
Waterford, 00,691. 


Wexford, 61,753. 

Children : 

Alcohol and children — letters from Dr. More 
Madden and Sir F. Cruise, 60,939. 

Assistants in public-houses, children employed 
as, age limit, suggested, 58.713, 58,847. 
Cruelty to children duo to drink : 

Belfast, 57,160 (see Appendix III., Table IV.). 
Cork, 58.066, 61,509, 61,606. 

Drunken parents : 

Condition of children, 61,537. 


Support of children : 

No power to commit to prison, in default | 
of contributions, 63,511. 


Children — cot it. 

Selling drink to, for consumption on and off, age 
limit, &c. — coul. 

Occasional licenses, sale to children under 
16, should bo prohibited, 57,871. 

Penalty, amendment of the law suggested, 
61.855. 

Statutes regulating ago limit, 61.43S. 
Christmas Day. hours of closing. 56,312. 

Church of Ireland, General Synod of — sale of Intoxi- 
cating Liqnors (Iroland) Bill, resolution in favour of, 
01,261. 

Civilians drinking in canteens : 

Curk County, 64,995. 

Prohibition of, suggested, 58,736. 

Clare Ooanty : 


Children sent to spirit grocers, 62,591 
Condition of parents whose children 


Adulteration of liquor, alleged. 58,723. 
Beer and whisky drinking. 58,732. 
Bond fide traveller, 58,691. 


Canvassingjnstices, 58,679, 58,788. 

Character of licensees, 58,815. 

Conduct of licensed houses, 58,887. 

Ennis: 

Hours of closing, 58,751, 58,878. 
Proportion of licensed houses to populalio; 


Sunday closing — opiuion of tho clergy and 
working-classes, 58,757. 

Licensed houses : 

Excessive number, 5S,<>5S. 

Structural arrangements, 58,977. 

Licensing districts, 58,786. 

New licenses, 58,676. 

No police required where there aro no public- 
houses, 58,678, 58,889. 

Proportion of licenses to population in Tillages, 


Spirit grocers. 58,651. 

Classification of licenses, 56,060. 

New classification proposed, 61,922. 

Reform of off-licenses, proposed, 50,829. 

Clergy : 

Crime and excessive number of public-honses in 


County Cork, opinion as to, 62,743. 

Influence in reducing drunkenness, 56,726, 
57,143. 


Suggestions, 63,443. 

Drunkenness : 

Belfast, 57,148. 

Dublin, 60,751, 60,837, 60,881, 00,914. 

Mixed trades on licensed premises, evil of, 
60,763, 60,818. 

Number of children under 13 who entered public- 
houses in Dublin between certain hours on 
certain dny3, statistics, 60,749. 60,784, 60,804, 
60,877, 60,888 (see Appendix VIII.). 

Exaggeration, alleged, 61,042. 

TJaying in public-houses, 60,847. 

Pledges administered by Roman Catholic bishops, 
62,717. 62,958. 

Police Aided Clothing Society, 60,822. 

Soiling drink to, for consumption on and off. age 
limit, &v„ 56,895, 57,871, 58.253, 58,388, 58,718, 
58,847, 60,486, 61,560, 61,850, 63,157, 63,215, 


Number of licensed houses — clergy and police 
best judges, alleged, 63,001. 

Spirit grooors’ licenses, objections to, 63,839. 
Sunday closing and Sutaraay early closing: 

Intoxicating Liquors (Ivelauci) Bill. altitude 
towards, 64,006, 64,030, 64,200, 64,298, 
65,260. 

Opinions in favour of, 58,757, 60,430, 60,588. 
61,555, 62,831, 62,873. 


Parish priest enforcing Sunday closing prior 
to 1878, 59,576. 

Wexford Diocesan Sunday Law, 61,765, 
61,818. 

Clerk to licensing authority, 56,078. 

Clitheroe r. Recorder of Dublin, 56,140. 59,201, 61,275, 
61,333. 

Overruling by Act of Parliament, suggested. 

62,354, 62,388, 62,451, 62,478. 

Property in licenses and Clitheroe decision, 


Property in licenses and Uutheroe decision, 
64,630, 04,645, 64,752, 64,786. _ 

Restriction of Clitheroo decision to bond fide 
transfers, 56,453. 

Subsequent cases in which Clitheroe case has 
been discussed, 56,151, 56,166, 61,3:13, 61,849, 
64,791. 

Closing public-houses in case of riot : 

Beneficial results of, 58,330,58,427, 64,255, 65,243. 


Irish law similar to English law, 56,323. 

Messengers, children ns : 

Age limit for sale of drink to be extended 
to messengers, proposed — resolutions 
from Dublin societies, 60,815, 60,831. 
Belfast justices — resolution in favour of 
prohibiting children under 18 as 
messengers, 64,210, 64,259. 


Extension to all licensed houses, proposed, 56,924. 

Clothes, buying — Is. a week system, in Dublin, 61,266. 

Clubs: 

Abolition of, desirable, 60,017. 

Age limit of membership, proposed, 60,244. 

Bars in clubs, 60,508, 60,526. 

Bogus clubs (see that titlo). 

Bond fide clubs — law practically tho Bame os iu 
England — Lynam v. O’Reilly, 56,367. 

Cork, number and nature oE clubs, 58,070, 58,333, 
58,379, 58,455, 61,559, 64,881, 65,087, 65,185. 

Drunkenness attributed to chibs, 58,083, 60,501 
60,971, 61,210, 61,959, 65,089, 65,135. 

Dublin, number and nature of clubs, 59,272, 
59,905, 60,052. 60,986 , 61,004, 01,122, 61,142, 
01,207, 61,253, 61,865, 61,958, 63,303, 63,377, 
84,464. 

SB 4 


sent as messengers, 00.853. 

Drinking the liquor, 60,479, 60,946. 
Female drunkenness, encouraging, 
61,562, G3.150. 

Practice should be discouraged iu spite 
of difficulties, 60,906. 
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ROYAL COMMISSION ON LIQUOR LICENSING LAWS : 


Clubs — coni. 

Entertaining friends during closing hours of | 
public-houses, prohibition of, by clubs in 
Dublin, 61,013. 

Hours of closing : 

Cork, 58,080, 65.087. 

Dublin, 60,986, 61,007. 

No uniform time, 64,889, 65,087. 

Waterford, 60,495. 

Increase in number, 61,127. 

Political objects encouraging, 62,207. 
Kilkenny, number and nature of clubs, 60,238, 
60,275, 63,722. 

Licensed trade, attitude of, 58,085, 60,539. 
Licensing, proposed : 

Equality of treatment for all grades of clubs 
desirable, 57,448, 61,327. 

Ineffectual remedy, 60,536. 

Objections to. 57,448, 57,810, 60,990. 

Opinions in favour of, 57,601. 59.697. 

Limited liability club, iu Cork, 58,070. 
Londonderry city and county, number and nature 
of clubs, 57,808, 63,125 (see Appendix V., Table 
XVII.). 

Police supervision and right of entry, proposed, 
59,227. 

Objections to, 57.448, 58,277, 60,993, 63,455, 
63,498, 63,608. 

Eight of entry on authority of chief officer 
of police, suggested, 57,812, 59,698,59,764. 
Eight of entry on suspicion of drunkenness, 
suggested, 63,426, 63,483. 

Publio-house and better-class clubs, 62,231. 
Hecognisances to he entered into by club 
committee, suggested, 57,809. 

Eegistration, proposed : 

Equality of treatment for all clubs, suggested, 
57,448, 58,272. 

Furnishing copies of rules worthless as 
safeguard, 59,711. 

Objections to, 57,448. 

Opinions in favour of, 57,811, 58,275, 59,697, 
60,525, 64,468, 65,179. 

Restrictions on licensed houses, drinking in clubs 
encouraged by, 60,991, 65,868. 

Sale for consumption off, 58,455, 64,470. 

Sunday closing and clubs, 59,980, 60,238, 60,299, 
60,651. 60,695, 61,013, 61,029. 61.074, 61,116, 
63,657, 63,666, 63,764, 64.464, 61,881, 65,041. 
Temperance clubs, 62,306, 63,125. 

Tied club in Cork, 58,077. 

Valuation of club-house to bo 40f., suggested, 
65.180. 

Visitors, 60,514, 61,208. 

Waterford, number and nature of clubs, 60,490, 
00,631, 60,680. 

Working men’s clubs : 

Absence of, in Ireland, 59,827. 

Bond ftde olubs as remedy for excessive 
drinking, 61,982. 

Cork. 58,076, 58,379. 

Dublin, 61,207, 61,958. 

Evil of, and difficulty of dealing with, 60,986. 
Kenny’s, Dr., Bill for establishing workmen's 
clubs, reference to, 61,968. 

Kilkenny, 63,722. 

Londonderry, 63,125. 

Police supervision and right of entry (see 
that sub-beading). 

Cockburn, Lord Chief Justice, dictum as to conditions 
imposed on licenses, 61,273. 

“ Goeoa-nut man,” definition of spirit grocer, 56,224. 
Compensation 


Compensation— rout. 

Reduction of licenses — Sources of compensation, 


prop os 
Dutr 


Beerhouses suppressed without compensation i 
1877, 57,025, 59,890, 89,958. 


Houses suppressed for public reasons : 

Belfast : 

Insufficient compensation alleged, 65,177. 
Transference of licenses, 57,455. 

Opinion in favour of compensation, 60,377. 
Money compensation alone satisfactory, 65,235. 
Opinions iu favour of, 59,110, 59,237, 62,179, 
62,534. 

Reduction of licenses — Sources of compensation, 
proposed : 

Applicant for new license to purchase and 
extinguish two or more old licenses, 62,084, 
62,145, 62,171, 82,217, 62,336, 62,868. 
Consolidated fund, 60,210. 

County councils to buy up licenses under 
certain conditions, 60,196. 


luty imposed on whisky and beor iu 1890 
appropriated to other uses, 65,234. 
Increased license duties, 5!), 421, 59,570. 
Objections to, 60,214. 

Licensees estimating value of property and 
paying additional rates on that valuation, 
proposed, 61,875. 

Surrender system, objections to — Payment 
for new licenses suggested, 65,151, 65,281. 
Complexity of Irish licensing laws, 61,274, 63.778. 
Concfuct of licensed houses : 

Belfast, 56,517, 37,240, 57,468, 57,671, 57.687. 
Clare county, 58,887. 

Cork city and county, 58,007. 58,286, 58,401. 
Dubliu, 61,957, 6:1,518, 04,520, 64,539. 
Ill-conducted houses, dosing, suggested, 61,969. 
Tied houses: 

Badly conducted houses, instances of, 59,405. 
Free bouses and tied liousos compared, 
58.154, 38.360, 64,8-14. 

Brewer, increasing responsibility as to con- 
duct of licensee, suggested, 64,792. 
Penalty for appointing succession of ill- 
conducted tenants desirable, 64,676. 

Two convictions recorded, houses with, 59,431. 
Waterford, 58,591. 

Confirmation of licenses : 

Irish and English law, 56,084, 56,315. 

Licenses granted at interim sessions, confirma- 
tion required at annual licensing sessions, 
50,137, 56,423. 

Oonsidine, Mr. Heflcrnau F. (witness), 60,074. 
Consolidation and codification of licensing laws desir- 
able, 56,369, 57,867, 58,995, 62,849, 65,149, 65,337. 
Constabulary (Ireland) Act, 1871 — Canteens, 56,203. 
Constabulary, Royal Irish : 

Appeals in licensing cause, proposed, 50,321-, 
38,503. 62.865. 

Desirable under present licensing authority, 


District inspectors’ and head constables’ right 
of appeal, suggested, 58,251. 

Inspector-General — nbjootions to appeals 
from decisions of justices, 58,688, 58,831. 

Objections to, 56,811. 

Opinions in favour of, 50, 047, 59,468, 61,436. 

Quarter Sessions, appeals to, would non meet 
the eftso, 56,894. 

Canvassing and packing licensing courts — police 
reports (see Appendix EL). 


. oposed, 5 . 

Objections to, 57,448, 58,277, 60,093, 63,456, 
63,498. 

Right of entry on authority of chiof officer 
of polico, suggested. 57,812, 59,698, 59,764. 
Right of enti-v on suspicion of drunkenness, 
63,426, 63,483. 

Drunken persons, polioo following, for purpose 
of proceeding against publican, 64,428, 64,980. 
Drunkenness, polic* statistics unreliable us to 
amount of drunkenness, 61.512, 62,189, 62,209, 
62,524, 63,347,. 63,383, 63,555. 

Ex-policemen, no licenses to bo granted to, 
suggestion, 61,824. 

Licensing laws and police administration : 

Lax enforcement, alleged : 

Apathy of police duo to want of support 
by justices, 59,478, 61,538, 02,832. 
Cork, 61,508, 61,518, 61,592, 61,611, 
61,694, 62,811. 

Evidence us to Cork polioo contra- 
dicted, 65,879. 

Fairs and races, police taking drunkon 
persons homo, 62,749. 

Monetary encouragement, suggested, 
60,573, 60,731. 


mnossdilt 

sent circumstances, 61,748. 

No difficulty in administration if justices 
support police, 59,573. 

Sunday closing : 

Difficulties in remote districts, and effect 
of good adminstrntion, 59,852. 

Total Sunday closing — extra polico 
powers suggested, 56,741. 

No police required where tlioro nro no public- 
houses, 58,678, 58,889. 
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Constabulary, Royal Irish — coni. 

Number of, for the whole or Ireland, 56,691. 
Objections served by the police on license-holders, 
vague form of complaint, 64,968. 

Prosecutions : 


Cork City : 

Arrests for drunkenness, statistics, 58,017, 
58,175. 

Discrepancy between official figures and 


Public-houses, police frequenting, prohibition of, 
suggested, 64,217. 

Public-houses, police supervision : 

Delay in admitting police : 

Delay to be an olfenoc, suggested, 


57,927. 

Difficulty of convicting for, 59,435, 
59,416. 

Pood and Drugs Act, inspection under, 
58.160. 

Y'igorouaenforcernent, suggested, 62,383 , 
62,434. 

Houses remote from police supervision, 
57,990, 58,(576, 58,771, 59,861, 02,825. 
Publicans watching police, 57,997, 58,310, 
61,523, 62,836. 

Special inspectors, proposed, 60,465, CO, 627, 
61,251. 

Structural arrangements making supervision 
impossible, in county Clare, 58,977. 

Spirit grocers’ premises, right of entry, 56,324, 
59,881. 

Wives of constables serving in the force, licenses 
not to be granted to, suggested, 56,914, 56,955. 
Construction of licensed premises : 

Alteration of premises : 

District inspector, alterations recommended 
by — non-compliance reported to licensing 
authority, 59,633. 

Recorder or licensing committee supervising 
alterations, suggested, 57,257. 

Rock doors, &c. : 

Publican objecting to close door becauso 
wife and children mast pass through 
pnblic-honse, 64.245. 

Stricter investigation at timo of granting 
license, proposed, 58,419. 

Sunday trading and bock doors, 65,603. 
Examination by district inspector before granting 
liccnso, proposed, 56,854. 

Inferior houses, in : 

Clare comity, 58,977. 

Tipperary county, 59,029. 

Supervising, &c., in Dublin, 61,304. 
Consumption of liquor : 

Ireland compared with Groat Britain, 61,134. 
Villages in county Cork, 62,756. 

Continuity of licenses, 57,175, 62,178. 

Clithoroo case, bearing of, 57,654. 

Perpetuity of license to house, suggested, 64,045, 
61,606, 64,756, 61,799. 

Convictions : 

Bogus clubs. 58,095, 61,009. 

Bund Jide travellers, 56,751. 

Dilution of spirits, cases of, 58,010, 58,447. 


Dismissals and convictions, proportion of, 56,718, 
56,918, 59,483 (see Appendix 1, Table VIII.). 


Cork city and East Riding, 58,102, 01,538, I 
62,810. 


Londonderry city and county, 57,778 (see I 
Appendix V., Tables IV. and XI.). I 


Drunkenness statistics, 56,987 (tee Appendix I., 
Tables III., IV., Y., VI., VII., X.). 

Statistics in various towns (see Belfast, 
Dublin, <&c.). 

Unreliable as to amount of drunkenness, 
61,512, 62,189 , 62,209, 62,523, 63,347, 
63,383, 63.555. 

Endorsement of licenses (tea that title). 

License holders, couvictions agaiust : 

Dublin, 64,560. 

Londonderry, city and county. 67,778 (see 
Appendix V., Tables IV. and XI.). 
Waterford, 60,699. 

Salo to drunken persons, convictions, 58,109, 
58.380, 61, 564, 61 ,757. , .. 

Sheberning. 58,034, 58,063, 61,085 (see Appendix 
T„ Table XI., Appendix III., Table I., Appendix 
V.. Tables III. and X.). 

Spirit grocers, in Dublin and Belfast, 59,879. 
Cork, Recorder of, 58,200. . . . 

Crime and excessive number ot public-houses in 
Cork, 62,741. ,. Ym , 

Tiod-house system, 63,946 (see Appendix XLUJ. 


64,951, 05,113. 

Back doom, itc., 58,419. 

Bond fide traveller limit, raising — attitude of 
working classes, 65,015, 65,003, 65,871. 
Canvnssing justices — offer of 5!. by brower’s 
agent, alleged, 62,781, 62,791, 62,924. 

Denial by Cork brewers. 64,736, 64,716, 
64,759, 64,832. 

Character of licensees, 61.523, 61,671, 62,254. 
Clubs, 58.070, 58,333, 58.379. 58,455, 61,559, 
64,881, C5,0b7, 65,135. 

Conduct of licensed houses, 58,007, 58.286. 
58,401. 


Constabnlnry, Royal Irish : 

Drunken persous, polico following, for pur- 
pose of proceeding against publicans, 
instances of, 64,428. 64,930. 

Lax enforcement of Licensing Laws in city 
and county, alleged, 61,508, 61,518, 61,592, 
01.611, 61,694, 62,832. 

Evidence ns to, contradicted, 65,879. 
Justices not snoporting police, 01,538, 
62,811, 02,832. 

Number of, 57,964. 

Construction of licensed houses — por-contage of 
good and bad houses, 57,985, 58,441. 
Convictions and dismissals, proportion of, 
58,112. 

Crime : 

Excessive number of public-houses and 
crime — Recorder of Cork and Mr. Justice 
O’Brien, opinions of, 62,741. 

Per-centage of. duo to drink, 61,516, 61,087. 
Cruelty to children due to drink, 61,509. 
Decreaso in drunkenness, nnd causes of, 04,863, 


Dilution of spirits, convictions, 58,010, 58,447. 
Distribution of licensed houses, 61,604. 

Early closing (see sub-heading Sunday Closing 
and Saturday Early Closing). 

Endorsement of licenses — proportion of, to 
number of convictions, 58,127. 

Favourite liquor, 58,027, 58,453, 62,098. 

Female drunkenness, 58,029, 58,452, 58,473, 
61,504, 61,684, 65,039. 

Evidence as t.o, contradicted, 65,927. 


Per-ceutago of, in city nnd county, 58,032. 
Fines for drunkenness, yearly amount of, 61,564 
Gambling in public-honscs, 61,611. 


Habitual drunkards, 64,924. 

Hours of closing, 56,312. 

Illicit sales by pnblicans, 61,522, 61,542. 
Licensed houses, number of, 57,905. 

Excessive number, 57,972, 57,990, 58,290, 
61,565, 62,081, 64,733, 04,796. 

Lodgers iu public-houses, 57,991, 58,424, 61,541, 
61,660. 

Low valuation of public-houses, 57,981. 

Mixed trades on licensed premises, proportion of, 
57,992, 58,003, 61,552. 

Occasional licenses, abuse of, 59,460. 

Pay-days, 58,025, 61,676, 64,899, 65,869. 
Population, 57,961. 

Decrease in, 61,567. 

Proportion of lioenses to population, 57,973. 
Publicans as artizans, car-drivers, &c., 57,991. 
Quality of liquor sold, 64,987, 65,877. 

Rednction of licenses, 58,193. 

Renewal of licenses opposed by Irish Temperance 
League, 63,784. 

Saturday, Sunday, and Monday drunkenness, 
58,024, 58,175, 58,452. 

Hospital cases on Saturday night due to 
drink, 63,062. 

Shebeens, 58,034,58,063, 61,607, 61,616.64,895, 


Sale to drunken persons, convictions, 58,100, Spirit grocers’ licenses, 64,978. 

58.386, 61 ,564/ 61 ,757. Sunday dosing Act of 1878 : 

Shebccning. 58,034, 68,063, 61,085 (see Appendix Effect of> 58,44] § 6 4,857. 

1 T„ Table XL, Appendix III., Table I., Appendix Evasions, 68,310. 

“ d s ‘ ted “ 1 ' °” ly 

Cork, d 0, 'JS„ onto™ of pnldio-konao. in Canvas or plobiaoito on Sunday olooins. 

TiSSS^inm, 63,946 (m Appondi* XIII). Cork M.P.'a in toon.- of, 61,649. ^ 
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royal commission on liquor licensing laws : 


Cork City — eont. 

Sunday closing and Saturday early closing, 
proposed — cotU. 

Cork United Trades and Labour Council, 
opposition of, 61,639, 62,198, 64,914, 65,032, 
66,058, 65,099, 65,854, 65.916. 

Corporation of Cork, attitude of, 61,643, 
62,199, 64,921, 65,118. 

Public opinion as to, 61,547, 61,554, 61,638, 
61,657. 

Representative person:-, clergy, &c., attitude 
of, 58,165, 58,181, 68,372, 58,404, 58,444. 
Working-classes, attitude of, 58,171, 58,181, 
68,459, 68,481. 

Healy’s, Mr., evidence discounted, 
65,879, 65,945.' 

Temperance hotels, sale of drink, alleged, 65,046, 
65,078, 65,104. 

Tied houses, 58,015, 58,131,61,627, 62,097, 62.153, 
62,334, 60,946, 6-1,608, 64,680, 64,761, 64,817. 

Cork County: 

Canvassing, licenses obtained by, hi West Riding, 
68,196. 

Civilians drinking in canteens, alleged, 64,995. 
Conduct of licensed houses, 58,007, 53,286, 
58,401. 

Constabulary, Royal Irish : 

Lax onforoement of Licensing Laws (seo 
title Cork City, sub-heading Oou- 
stabulary). 

dumber in East Riding, 57,964. 

Construction of Licensed houses— per-centage of 
good and bad houses in East Riding, 57,985, 
58,411. 

Consumption of liquor, 62,756. 

Convictions and dismissals, proportion of, in East 
Riding, ££,102. 

Crime and excessive number of public-houses— 
opinion of the clergy, 62,743. 

Dilution of spirits, convictions, 58,010, 58,447. 
Drunkenness, statistics in East Riding, 58,020. 
Early closing on Saturday, clergy in favour of, 
62,873. 

Endorsement of licenses : 

Case adjourned, to avoid forfeiture, alleged, 
62,817. 

Convictions recorded , proportion of, 58,127. 
Favourite liquor, 58,028, 58,453, 59,308, 59,535. 
Fcmolo drunkenness, percentage in city and 
county, 58,032. 

Fermoy : 

Canvassing justices, case of, alleged, 59,364. 
Population and number of public-houses, 
59,331. 

Forfeiture of license avoided by transfer to wife, 
58,182, 58,421. 

Inferior public-houses, 63,017. 

Licensed houses : 

Excessive number, 57,972, 57,990, 58,290, 
62,713, 62,736, 62,981, 63,052. 

Number of, in East Riding, 57,966. 

Licensing distriots in East Riding, 57,957. 

Low valuation of public-houses, 57,981. 

Mixed trades on licensed premises, per-centage of, 
57,992, 58,003. 

Occasions of drunkenness, 58,044. 

Off-licenses, no complaints against, 58,461. 
Population of East Riding, 57,962. 

Proportion of licenses to population in East 
Rading, 57,974, 62,736. 

Pnhiic-honses remote from police supervision, 
62,826. 

Publicans as artisans, car-drivore, &c., 57,991. 
Saturday and Mondav drunkenness, 58,024, 
58,452. 

Shelicens in East Riding, 64,896. 

Sunday closing : 

Clergy in favour of, 62,831. 

Evasions of, 58,310, 62,824. 

Tied housos, per-centage of, in East Riding, 
58,015, 58,131. 

Cork United Trades and Labour Council, 65,883, 
65,893, (55,984. 

Solo of Intoxicating Liquors (Ireland) Bill : 

President of the council, views of, 58,436. 

58,444, 65,919, 65,927. 

Resolution against, 62,198, 66,854, 65,916. 
Coroners’ oases, pcr-contoge due to drink, 61,970, 
62,002, 62,051, 63,585. 


County Court Judge : 

Appeal to, from resident magistrate, under 
proposed new licensing authority , angosted, 
58,632. 

Canvassing County Court Judge, ease of, 62,538, 
62,560. 

Canvassing Justices, Couny Court Judges on, 
57,116, 57,776, 58,353, 58,396. 

Licensing authority (sec that title). 

Position of. at licensing quarter sessions, 58,625, 
7X7 M SKA wvr.nii (ill .274. fi2.567» 


Cor v. Recorder of Dublin, 56,128, 56,151, 56,156, 
56,164. 

Crawford, Mrs. Rebecca (witness), 60,744. 

Credit in public-houses : 

Act of 1815, 61,363. 

Track Act, evasions of. in Cork, 61,610. 

Wakes, whisky supplied on credit — amendment 
of Tippling Act, proposed, <>1,482. 

Crime, serious, in Ireland, proportion in Dublin, 68,883, 
63,487. 

Crime mid drink, connexion between, 57,483, 59,679, 
60,113, 60,598, 62,851, 68,587. 

Cruelty to children and intemperance : 

Belfast statistics, 57,160 (sec Appendix I1L. 
Table IV.). 

Cork statistics, 58,066, 61,509, 61,006. 
Excessive number of public-honHes and crimo 
• various opinions as to, 62,741. 

Per-ceutage of crime due to drink, 61,825. 
Belfast, 56,603, 57,158, 57,560. 

Cork, 61,516, 61,687. 

Dublin, 61,266. 

Outrages, per-centage duo to drink, 58,065. 
Cruise, Sir Francis, on children and alcohol, 60,943. 
Curran, Judge (witness), 61,366. 

Cycling, &c., drunkenness reduced by, 56,730. 


D. 


Dalrymple Act — detention of inebriates, 63,460. 

Daly, Air. Edmund D. (witness), 63,379. 

Position of witness, 63,469. 

Deasy, Lord Justice, Clithoroo decision, opinion as to. 

.56,152. 

Deaths due to drink, proportion or coroners’ cases. 
61,970, 62,002, 62,051, <13,585. 

Debt irrecoverable in artisan class — sending to gaol 
the only expedient, 61,260. 

Delirium tremens, children suffering from, 00,754, 
60,881. 

Dempsey, Aldermau James (witness), 65.148. 

Action against Sir C. Cameron, 65,205. 

Denmark Street Club, Dublin, suicide of member duo 
to drink, 61,959. 

Derrygouelly, proportion of liconsos to population, 
62,352, 62,527. 

Deterioration of n e igh bourhood, public-houses causing. 


Dilution of spirits, 58,010, 68,447, 58,859, 59,310 59.547. 

59,582, 64,987. 

Londondeny city and county, statistics, 57,791 
(see Appendix V., Tables V. and XII.). 

Discretion of Licensing authority : 

Beer retailers’ licenses— Act of 1882, 56,208 
56,202, 56,400, 57,375, 59,885, 61,274. 

Forfeiture of liceuso without regard to number 
of convictions, suggested. 56,919, 56,982. 

Limited certificate tor beer, discretionary power 
of granting, desirable, 57,163. 

New licensee, 56,703. 

Renewals and transfers, extending discretion 
desirable, 59,201. 

Retail licenses — absolute discretion of Recorder 
anil County Court Judge, proposed, 50,840. 

Special conditions attached to licenses, granting 
discretionary power, suggested, 56,900, 57,057. 

Objections to, 05,645, 65,700. 

Opinions in favour of, 50,443, 57,608. 59.417. 

63.915. .... 

Statntory limitations desirable, 61,335. 

Spirit grocers’ licenses, 56,241, 57,324,-57,347, 
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Dismissals : 

Convictions and dismissals, proportion of 
56,718. 56,918, 59,480 ( see Appendix I. 
Table VTn.). ™ 

Cork, 58,102, 62.810. 

Londonderry, city and oonnty, 57,778 Uee 
Appendix V., Tables IV. and XT ) 

Spirit grocers. in Belfast, 63,880, 64,150. 

“ Dismiss,” definition of, 59,051. 

Police right of appeal ( see title Appeals). 
Disqualification of Jnstices: 

Irish law similar to English law, 5C.105, 56,415. 
Pronounced opponents of liquor trade, disqualifi- 
cation of proposed, 64,683, 64,808, 64,940, 
65,173. 

Distillation, illicit (see title Elicit Distillation). 

Donaghy, Lisburn Hood, Belfast, case of, 63,872. 
Donegal : 

Elicit distillation, 56,766. 

Now licenses, lavish granting, 63,952. 

Donovan, Mr. Denis (witness), 64,852. 

Dormant publicans' licenses : 

Grocer with publican’s license — compulsory sale 
for consumption on — Lamb r. Justices of 
Armagh, 56,833. 

Renewal, justices' certificate question, 56,123. 
Special undertakings, granting licenses on, 
56,407, 56,443, 61 473, 61,312. 

Substitutes for, proposed (see title Additional 
Retail Spirit License). 

Transfer of dormant licenses : 

Belfast, application opposed in, 56,558. 

New license, transfer treated as — Cox case, 
56,156. 

Wholesale dealers and publican's license : 
Ballymena, license in, 65,430. 

Holders of publicans' licenses — compulsory 
sale for consumption on —Lamb o. J ustices 
of Armagh, 50,831, 57,315. 

Police objecting to licenses in default of 
anlo for consumption on, 65.155, 65,243. 
Reasons for taking out publican’s license 
and not using it, 56,235, 56,286, 56,348, 
57,315. 

Dowling v. O’ Loughlin, 56,056. 

Down county, absence of tied houses, 62,522. 

Drink and crime (see title Crime and Drink, connection 
between). 

Drink and paupovism, in Kilkenny, 63,717. 

Drinking : 

Amount of— Great Britain and Ireland compared, 
61,133. 

Economic sido of — anecdote of Dr. Ellington, 
61,2(36. 

Increase of. in Ireland, 65,489, 65,560, 65,6( 
•Sacial evila caused by, 61,266. 

Drunken persona : 

Children : 

Condition of, 61,537. 

Support of: 

No power to commit parents to prison 
in defoult of contributions, 63,511, 
Suggestions as to, 63,443. 
i’olico following, for purpose of proceeding 
against publican, instances of, 64,428, 64,930. 
Selling drink to ( see titlo Permitting Drunken- 
ness, and Sale to Drunken Persons). 
Drunkenness : 

Act of Parliament enumerating offences 
drunkenness and offences by the trade, with 
suitable penalties attached, proposed, 63,438, 
63,532. 

Acts of Parliament, effect of, 61,363. 
Amusements, lock of, contributing to drunken- 
ness, 63,516. 

Ar rest for simple drunkenness : 

Detaining persons for their own protection, 
the only power of arrest, 57,934. 

Dublin, practice in, statistics raised by, 
60,959, 61.020, 61,134, 61,235. 

Pairs, races, &c., police taking drunken 
persons homo instead of arresting them, 
62,749. 

No power of, under 1 Acts of 1872 and 1874, 
56,324, 61,237. 

Power ol' arrest under Act of 1836 : 

County court decision as to repeal of 
Act of 1830, 56,324, 57,877, 61,238. 
Athlotic meetings promoting drunkonnesa, 
alleged, 58,051, 5S,325. 

Bad whisky, drunkenness caused by, 60,140. 


Drunkenness — coni. 

Bankruptcy not due to drink, 56,611. 

Castle island, drunkenness at, 60,157. 

Clergy, influence in reducing drunkenness 
56.697, 56,720, 57,148. 

Condition of Ireland, 56,720, 56,941 . 

Cycling, &c., drunkenness reduced by, 56,731. 
Decrease in, 63,035. 

Bel fast, 57,679. 

Dublin, 62,042. 

Kilkenny. 60,112, 63,699. 

Waterford, 60,656, 60,668. 

Decrease in and causes of, 01,1-10, 61,162. 

Belfast, 57,138, 57,479, 57.553. 

Cork, 64,863. 65,068. 

Dublin. 56,987,57,037, 61,014 (sec Appendix 
I., Table IV.). 

Londonderry city and county, 57,714, 57,786, 
63,119, 63,205, 65,486, 65,582 (sec Appendix 
V., Tables III. and X.). 

Drink not the only factor in demoralisation, 
63,476. 

Drink without food, evil of, 62,362. 

Dublin, prevalence of drunkenness in, 59,668. 
Education: 

Compulsory education as remedy for ex- 
cessive drinking, proposed, 61,981, 62,050. 
Effect of, 61,163. 

Ether drinking, 57,332, 57,932. 

Exemption orders, evils arising from, 60,124, 
60,347. 

Fairs — drinking on the way home, 62,744. 
Habituul drunkards (see that title). 

Holidays, effect of, 57,222, 57,511. 

Home drinking, evil of, 61,171, 63,474, 63,496. 
Housing of the working classes and drunkenness: 
Bad housing of poorer classes contributing 
to drunkenness, 61,950, 62,025, 63,385, 
63,477. 

Improved housing, beneficial effect of, 56,987, 
61,014, 61,163, 61,981, 03,122, 63,567. 
Tenements, better orruugement as remedy 
for excessive drinking, suggested, 61,984. 
Illicit whisky, injurious effect of, 65,353, 65,456. 
Increase of, in Dublin, 59,680. 

Industrial conditions affecting, 63,384. 
Intermittent occupations, drunkenness among 
quay labourers, &c., 63,535. 

Juvenile drunkenness : 

Belfast, 57,148. 

Dublin, 60,751, 60,837, 60,881, 60,914. 

Mixed trades on licensed premises, evil of, 
60,763, 60,818. 

Kilkenny, drunkenness in, 60,112. 

New whisky, injurious effect of, 63,618. 

Number of licenses and drunkenness, relation 
between, 56,605, 57,937, 59,118, 60,658, 60,673. 
Dublin, Belfast, Cork, Limerick, and Water- 
ford, statistics, 57,032 (see Appendix I., 
Table V.). 

Dublin — “ C ” division contrasted with other 
divisions, 63,391, 03,480, 63,495, 64,437. 
No^public-houBes, no police required, 58,678, 

Reduction of licenses would reduce drunken- 
ness, 62,457. 

Town and country districts, 57,041. 
Occasions of drunkenness, 56,720, 58,044, 60,115, 
62,457, 62,563. 

Penalties, 63,387, 63,489. 

Repeated convictions : 

Imprisonment without option of a fine, 
suggested, 59,225, 59,269, 63,552. 
Present power of punishment insufficient 
— uselessness of fines, 61,563, 63,386, 
63,403, 63,489. 

Simple drunkenness, fixed minimum penalty, 
imprisonment after third conviction, sug- 
gested, 59,715, 59,766. 

Poverty not always due to drink, 63,358. 
Public-honses responsible for, 58,416, 61,359. 
Races promoted by publicans, drunkenness on 
occasion of, 62,752. 

Remedies for excessive drinking, proposed, 61,981 , 
62,049. 

Restrictive legislation : 

Further restriction, home drunkenness, &c., 
would be increased by, 60,971, 61,171. 
Prospect of, increasing drunkenness, 60,952. 
60,971, 60,995, 60,999, 61,068. 

Saturday and Sunday drunkenness (see that title). 
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Drunkenness — amt. 

Shebeens and public-houses, comparison between, 
63,290. 

Spirit grocers’ liconses causing, in Belfast, 
57,468. 

Statistics: 

Belfast, 57,139, 57,204 (sec Appendix III., 
Tables I., II., and III.). 

Cork, East Riding, 58,020. 

Cork city, 58,017 : 

Discrepancy between authorised figures 
and Irish Temperance League sta- 
tistics, 64,951, 65,113. 

Londonderry city and county, 57,714 (see 
Appendix V., Tables III., X., and XVI.). 
Statistics unreliable as to extent of drun- 
kenness, SI, 512, 02,189. 62,209, 62,524, 
63,347, 63,383, 63,555. 

Sunday closing, effect of (sec title Sunday 
Closing). 

Trade fluctuations affecting, 01,081. 

Treating, evils arising from, 62,503. 

Dual licenses, opinion in favour of, 64,821. 

Dublin : 

Arrest for simple drunkenness, practice of, 
raising statistics, 60,959, 61,020, 61,134, 61,235. 
Character of licensees, 61,150, 61,196, 61,351. 
Childreu under 13, number of, enteriug public- 
bonses between certain hours on certain clays, 
statistics, 60,749. 60.784, 60,804, 60,877, 60,880 
(ss« Appendix VIII.). 

Exaggeration, alleged, 61,042- 
Clubs, number and nature of, 59,272, 59,864, 
59,868, 59,905, 60,052, 60,986, 6L.004 , 61,122, 
61,207, 61,239, 61,142, 61,253, 61,865, 61,958, 
63,363, 63,377, 64,460. 

Conduct of licensed houses, 61,957, 63,518, 
64,520, 64,539, 64.560. 

Construction of licensed houses, supervising — 
practice of the Recorder, 61,304. 

Coroner's oases, proportion due to drink, 61,970, 
62,002, 62,051. 

Corporation, members of, connected with liquor 
trade, 64,564. 

Crime : 

Percentage due to drink, 61,268. 

Serious crime in Ireland, proportion of, in 
Dublin, 63,383, 63,487. 

Drunkenness, 59,663. 

“ C” Division, 63,391, 63,480, 03.495, 64,437. 
Decrease in and causes of, 61,014. 

Statistics, 56,987, 57,037 (see Appendix 
T., Table IV.). 

Increase in, 59,680. 

Penalties for repeated convictions, 63,446. 
Saturday and Sunday drunkenness, 69,670, 
59,815, 61 ,106, 61,210, 63,248. 

Early closing (see sub-heading Sunday Closing 
and Satnrday Early Closing). 

Exemption orders, 57.296. 

Commissioners of police granting, 56,194. 
Favourite liquor. 65,727. 

Few counter attractions to public-house, 62,076. 
Hours of closing, 5li,312, 68,272. 

Housing of working classes : 

Improved housing, beneficial effect of, 
56,937. 

Wretched bousing promoting drunkenness, 

_ 61,950, 62,025, 62,068, 63,385, 63,477. 

Inquiry into financial position of applicant for 
license, objections to— Hanley case, 64,414. 
Licensed houses : 

Excessive number, 61,272, 61,862. 

Improvement in, 61,197. 

Number of, 61,878. 

Liceusing authority, 56,3-12. 

Metropolo Hotel — license granted on special 
undertaking. 56,411. 

Mixed trades in public-houses, 63,270. 

Hew licenses and surrender system — practice of 
the Recorder, (11,272, <34,407. 

Pav days. 59,675, 50,743, 62,023, 62,273, 63,273. 
Public-houses, police supervision, 61,101. 

Quality of liquor sold, 64,539. 

Reduction of licenses, 57,031. 

Shebeens, 56,446. 61.002, 61,085,61,103, 63,263, 
63.294, 64,437, 64,605. 

Spirit grocers : 

Illicit trading, 59,872. 61,274, 63,419, 64,628, 
65,696. 

License refused on ground of character, 
61,274, 
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Dublin — coni. 

Sunday closing and Saturday early closing, pro. 
posed : 

Canvass or plebiscite on Sunday cl os in ir 
59,188, 59,795. . b ’ 

Dublin United Trades Council, attitude of, 
51,226, 63,233. 

Licensed trade, attitndo of, 59, 8-11, 61,114. 
Petitions against Sale of Intoxicating Liquors 
(Ireland) Bill, 64,072. 64,172. 

Public opinion as to, 59,184, 

Saturday early closing, various opinions as 
to, 59,866. 

Working classes, attitude of. 59,191. 

Sunday closing exemption, confining to muni- 
cipal district, suggested. 61,908. 

Temperance hall erected by' publicans, 62,040. 
Theatre licenses, 56,303. 

Tied houses, 64,398. 

Value of licensed pro 
Women, sobriety’ of, 6 
Dublin, county of: 

Bona tula traveller, 57,128, 59,192, 59,240, 59,251, 
61,273, 61,888. 

License applied for at ordinary sessions con- 
trary to rule — action of tlie Recorder, 61,270. 
Licensing sessions, 61,290. 

Dublin, Recorder of : 

County justices, relations with, 61,270, 61,286. 
Saturday early closing, 59,866. 

Dnblin Coffee Palace FOto, occasional license granted 
for, 61,918. 

Dublin Liconsed Grocers’ and Vintners’ Protection 
Association, 64,394, 64,550. 

Dnblin Licensed Vintners’ Society, Satnrday early 
closing, attitndo towards, 59,866, 60,042. 

Dublin Metropolitan Police : 

Arrests for drunkenness — Circular issued to 
police, 61,241, 61,308, 64,96-1, 65,479. 

Bogus clubs, suppression of, 59,905, 60.052, 
61,009, 61,960. 

Extent of jurisdiction, 57,128. 

Superannuation fund for police — tax paid by 
license-holders, 65,166. 

(For general questions relating to licensing 
laws and police sec title Constabulary, 
Royal Irish.) 

Dnblin United Trades Council, 63,225, 63,299, 68,367. 
Sunday closing and Saturday early closing, 
resolutions against, 61,226, (53,233. 

Duugiven, application for spirit grocer’s license at, 
57,887. 

Duration of certificates, 56,106. 

Dnties on licenses : 

High duties, opinion in favour of, 60,569. 

Six-day licenses, reduction of duly, 56,096. 
Sunday closing, no reductiou on account of, 
56,361. 

Uniform scale dosirablo, 65,168, 65,248. 

Dwyer, Mr., Saturday early closing, opinion as to, 
59,866, 60,042. 


E. 


Itarly closing : 

Exempted cities: 

Sunday early closing, suggested, 56,754, 

56,881, 56,976, . 57,003, 57,181. 57,203, 

57,508, 58,174, 58,260, 58,488, 58,489, 

59,688, 59,781, 61,264, 61,317, 61,451, 

61,555, 62,374, 62,459, 68,285, 63, 310. 

Municipal authorities — discretionary power 
of closing, discussed : 

Objections to, 59,814. 

Opinions in fuvour of, 66,735, 50.757. 
Saturday early closing, proposed : 

Agitation in favour of, 50,364. 

Belfast, public opinion in (see title Belfast, 
sub-heading Sunday Cloning am I .Saturday 
Early Closing). 

Clergy, attitude of (see title Clergy, sub- 
heading Sunday Closing and Saturday 
Early Closing). 

Cork, public opinion in, (sen title Cork, sub- 
heading Sunday Closing and Saturday 
Early Closing). 

Dublin magistrates, &c., in favour of, 59,866 

Hotels and restaurants, restriction not advis- 
able, 57,200, 57,500. 
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Early closing — cowl. 

Saturday early closing, proposed — coni. 

Hours, suggested, 66,569, 56,620, 56,659, 

56.754, 56,881, 56,952, 56,975, 57,074, 

57,181, 57,191, 57,741. 58.174, 58.194, 

58.260, 58,377, 68.437, 58.481, 58,438, 

58.755, 58,899, 59,780, 60.228, 01,329, 

61,548 , 61,653, 61,775, 62,211, 62,606, 

«3,873, 63,135. 

Licensed trade, attitude of, 59,841, 59,845, 
59,908, 60,042, 64,454. 

Memorial in favour of, 61,910. 

Music, lialls, &c., early closing not advisable, 
57,188. 

Necessity for, 62,377. 

Objections to. 60,981, 61,03a 61,173, 61,973, 
61,988, 62.038. 63,275. 6=1,358. 63,582, 

63,716, 63,766. 64,899, 65.868. 

Opinions in favour of, 59.187, 59,534. 59,684, 
59,744. 61,689, 02.110, 62,532. 

Present hours satisfactory, 65,498. 

Public opinion in favour of, 59,785, 59,837. 
60,038, 61.547, 64,198, 64,388. 

• Public opinion not strong, but not opposed 
to early closing, 62,111. i 

Spirit grocers, closing, at same hoar as 
pnblic-honses, suggested. 57,196. 

Working cluBses, attitude towards further j 
restriction, 57,231, 58,171, 53,181, 58,377, 
58,431, 58.761, 60,956, 61,189, 61,226, 
63,135, 64.124, 64,301. 04,914, 65,032, 
65,058, 65,784, 65,854, 65,919. 

Tea o'olock closing, suggested : 

' Earlier hour not necessary, 58,903. 

Later honr on Saturday desirable, 63,582, 
63,715. 

Opiuiou in favour of, 57,619. 

Towns under 10, 000 inhabitants, early closing 
advisable, 62,115. 

"Westminster's, Duke «f. Committee — Reeom- 
moudntiou in favour of early closing, 59,911 . 
Early closing and six-day licenses — Act of 1874, 56,097, 
Economic side of drinking — anecdote of Dr. Elriugton. 
61,266. 

Education : 

Effect in reducing drunkenness, 61,164. 

Excessive drinking, compulsory education a3 
remedy for, 61,981, 62,050. 

Tempornnco education, Government aid sug- 
gested, 60,581, 60,694, 60,660. 

Elective licensing authority, objections to, 56,614. 
Elliott, Father, Temperance Association in London- 
derry, 63,132. 

Elriugton, Dr., anecdote of. 61,266. 

Endorsement of licenses : 

Acts of 1872 and 1874, 61,432. 

Compulsory endorsement, proposed, 59,045. 
Forfeiture of license : 

Discretionary power, without regard to 
number of convictions, suggested, 
56,919, 56,982, 58,617. 

No objection to, under proposed 
new licensing authority, 60,222. 
Serious offences only, forfeiture on, 
63,106, 63,194. 

Three endorsements entailing, in eases 
where publican bad cognisance of 
offence, suggested, 61,795. 

Oironcos occurring without knowledge or 
consent of publican, excluding, 61,794. 
Right of appeal to ohairmau of quarter 
sessions desirable, 58,493, 58,606. 

Second and subsequent convictions, 58,224, 
58,719, 62,870. 

Second and subsequent convictions for 
certain offences, 59,414, 59, -130. 

Second and subsequent convictions within 
12 months, 60.221, 60,321. 

Trivial offences, excluding, 00,372. 

Serious offences, recording, 63,415, 65,696. 
Slight offences, excluding, 61.433. 
Discretionary power desirable, 61,204. 
Discretionary power of recording, with pre- 
sumption in favour of endorsement, suggested, 
62,124, 62,224, 62,282. 

Irish law similar to English law, 56,323. 
Proportion of convictions endorsed, smallness of, 
stntisiics, 56,718, 56,918 (sec Appendix I., Tablo 
VHL). 

Cork city and East Riding, 58,127. 


Endorsement of lirenses — coni. 

Reluctance of justices to endorse license, instance 
_ of, 62,817. 

Spirit grocers' licenses, application of law 
regulating publicans' licenses, suggested, 
56,534. 

Transfers after endorsement: 

Convictions, carrying forward, irrespective 
of transfers within five years, proposed, 
59,410, 59,427, 59,627. 

Objections to, 61,205. 

Objections to permanent endorsement, 
60,824 

Opinion in favour of, 62,289. 

Two convictions recorded, effect ou conduct of 
house, 59,431. 

Ennis : 

Honrs of closing, 58,754, 58,878. 

Proportion of licensed bouses to population, 
58,659. 

Funis, Mr. Michael A, (witness), 01,710. 

Ether drinking, 57,832, 57,932. 

Excise Act (1836) (patented theatres in Dublin), 56,303. 
Extension to the whole of Ireland, suggested, 
64,389. 

Excise autborities, occasional licenses, discretion ns to, 
63,953. 

Excise License Act (1825) .- 

Spirit dealers' wholesale licenses, 56,284. 

Spirit grocers’ licenses, 56,231. 

Victualling houso qualification for license, 
61,354. 

Excise licenses : 

Certificate, licenses not requiring, 56,061 , 56,284. 
Passenger boats, 56,299. 

Refreshment house license, and wine license for 
refreshment honse, conditions regulating, 
56,266. 

Renewals and transfers, granting by Excise 
authorities without certificate in absence of 
polioe objections, suggested, 65,384. 

Exemption orders : 

Conditions regulating, 56,192. 

Definition, 60,289. 

Food, compulsory sale of, suggested, 63,593, ' 
63,729. 

Kilkenny, 60,122, 63,592. 

Objections to, 60,124, 60,347. 

Extensions : 

No extensions in Ireland, 56,197. 

Occasional licenso for oxtensiou of bouts, sug- 
gested, 57,293, 58,24-4. 


F. 


Fairs, sale of liquor at : 

Drinking aftor fairs — action of the polico, 
62,744. 

Occasional license required. Act of 1874, 
56,189. 

Scotch and Irish law, 56,389. 

Falkiner, Sir Frederick Richard (witness), 61,258. 

County justices, witness’ relations with, 61,270, 
61,286. 

Saturday early closing, 59,866. 

Fnnshawe, Mr. — Prohibition in the United States, 
report, 61,180. 

Fast days, &c., hours of closing on, 56,312. 

Female drunkenness : 

Belfast, 57,146, 57,649 (sec Appendix III., 

Tables I., IL, and in.) 

Child messenger system, evil of, 61,562, 63,159. 

Cork, 58,029, 68,452, 58,473, 61,504, 61,684, 
65,039. 

Evidenoo as to, contradicted, 65,927. 

Mixed trades in public-houses, ovils arising from 
alleged, 60,542. 60,546, 60,820. 

Private bars. 60,776, 60,894, 60,937. 

Spirit grocers’ licenses causing, alleged, 56,528, 
57,147, 57,323, 57,639, 59,208, 62,585, 63,846. 

Denial of, 65,763. 

Not much danger from spirit grocer’s licenso, 
60,545. 

Town and country districts, comparison between, 
61,683. 

Ferguson, Judge, canvassing, remarks in reference to, 
I 63,932. 
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Fermanagh, illicit distillation in, 56,773. 

Fermoy : 

Canvassing justices, case of, alleged, 59,361. 
Population and number of pnblio-houses, 59,331. 
Findlater, Mi-. Adam Seaton (witness), 65,628. 

Position of witness, 65,705. 

Fines under the licensing laws .- 

Drunkenness, uselessness of fines for, 61,563, 
63,386, 63,403, 63.48!). 

Ill-apportionment of, 63,406. 

Fitzgerald. Lord, on the complicated character of Irish 
Licensing Code, 56,056. 

Fitzgibbon, Judge (witness) 56,496. 

Position of witness, 56,518. 

Responsibility of license-holder for act of 
servant — decision in Donaghy case, 63,874. 
Fitzgibbon, Lord Justice : 

Olitheroe decision, oomment on, 56,152. 

Property in licenses, opinion as to, 64,752. 
Flabivc, Mr., prosecution against, for Snnnay trading, 
59,368. 

Foley, Mr. John Mathew Galwey (witness), 58,622. 
Food, sale of, in publio-houses : 

Compulsory sole, suggested, 56.167, 56,827, 
57,049, 58,302, 61,923, 61,984, 62,726, 62,994, 
62,953. 

Exemption orders, 63,593, 63,729. 

Difficulty of getting refreshment other than 
intoxicants, 56,827, 57,168, 61,899. 
Eating-houses in Wexford, 61.746. 

Meals, obtaining, practically impossible, 63,021, 
64,233. 

Supply would create demand, 62,362, 62,427, 
64,159. 

Food and Drugs Act : 

Public-houses, police inspection of, 58,160. 
Vigorous enforcement, desirable, 62,388, 62,434. 
Foreign liqueurs — spirit dealer’s retail license : 
Certificate not required, 56,062. 

Statutes regulating, 56,296. 

Forfeiture of licenses : 

Compulsory endorsement of all convictions, 
forfeiture in case of : 

Magisterial discretion, without regard to 
number of convictions, suggested, 56,919, 
56,982, 58,617. 

No objection to, under proposed new 
licensing authority, 60,222. 

Serious offences only, forfeiture on, 63,106, 
63,194. 

Three endorsements to entail forfeiture, 
publican being cognizant of offence, pro- 
posed, 61,795. 

Disqualification of house on forfeiture of certi- 
ficate for repeated convictions, suggested, 
62,869. 

Evading, by transfer to wife, in Cork comity, 
58,182, 58,421, 62,809. 

Mercantile value of license, justices influenced 
by, 59,206. 

Three convictions, forfeiture on — Gorey case, 
61,796. 

Form of license — prohibitions, liabilities, <fco., to bo 
stated on license, suggestion, 56,923- 
Forstcr, Mr., Sunday Closing Act, attitude towards, 
59,778. 

Free licensing, prevalence of, 59,871, 59,884. 

Pn|!. Mr. T. w. M., canvussing, complaint os to. 

Funerals, drunkenness at, 58,040. 

Fnrloug, Dr., Sunday closing. Diocesan Law in co. 

Wexford, 61,765, 61,818. 

Furlong, Rev. T. F. (witness), 60,424. 


G. 


Galway, illicit distillation in, 56,770. 

Gambell, Mr. Alexander (witness), 57,953. 

Games on licensed premises, opinion in favour of, 
61,985- 

Gaming in public-houses, in Cork, 61,011. 

Gan-ett v. The Justices of Middlesex, 64,642. 

Good Fridny, hours of closing on, 56,312. 

Good-will and tied houses in Cork, 61,627, 64,761. 
Gore. Mr. John (witness), 61,841. 

Gorey, forfeiture of license case at, 61,796. 

Grocers’ licenses (sec Spirit Grocers' Licenses). 


H. 


Habitual inebriates : 

Belfast statistics, 57,149 (see Appendix ITT 
Table ML). 

Binding over to keep the peace, suggested, 

Hard labour in dofault of finding bail, 
adding, 57,157. 

Black list, opinion in favour of, 57,437. 

Children as, 60,751. 

Children of inebriates, condition of, 61,537. 

Cork, 58,021, 64,924, 65.927. 

Detention, suggested. 63,436, (33,400. 

Difficulties under present law, 63,598. 

Opinion in favour of, 59,722, 59,769. 

Homes for inebriates, 56,992, 57,157, 63,112. 
Imprisonment without option of a fino, proposod, 
08,565, 63, 104, 03,494, 63,553. 

Sentences, increasing, with each oflcuco, 
62,875. 

Six mouths with hard labour, 57,157. 57,431. 
Kilkenny, 63,594, 63,683. 

Legislation, directing, to wrong-door, suggested, 
63,523. 

Londonderry city and county, statistics, 57,792 
(sec Appendix V., Tables Vi. and XIII.). 
Longer imprisonment, power of inflicting, desir- 
able, 56,992. 

Lunatics, treating inebriates as, 62,064. . 

Hnison de Santc, in Dublin, 63,278. 

Per-centago of, among parents, sending children 
to public-houses, 60,853. 

Punishment, withholding, until inteiuperanco 
leads to some overt act, 63,402, 63,557. 
Repeated convictions : 

Men and women compared, 57,792 (sec a Iso 
Appendix V., Tables VI. and XIII.). 
Penalty, 63,116. 

Present penalties insufficient, 63,403, 63,449. 
Sober parent, protecting, against drunken, 
parent, suggestions, 63,393, (13,443, 63,451, 
68,509 (see Appendix XI.). 

Statistics for Ireland, 56,990 (see Appendix L, 
Table VI.). 

Habitual Inebriates Bill : 

Extension' to Ireland desirable, (10,707, 62,322, 
62,574, 02,800. 

Inadequacy of, 61,575, 61,598, 03,432. 

Hackett, Dr. John (witness), 63,559. 

Position of witness, 63,707. 

Hanley, Thomas, case of, 64.414. 

Harliouring consLablos, law ns to, application to spirit 
grocers: desirablo, 63,421. 

Harbouring prostitutes, penalty, 63,407. 

Borland and Wolff's employes, payniont of wages in 
pnblic-house, 63,917. 

Harrel, Sir David, K.0,13. : 

Copy of letter concerning fciod houses in Cork, 
&c. (seo Appendix XII J.). 

Saturday and Sunday drunkenness, proportion 
duo to public-houses, 61,107. 

Shebeens in Dublin, 61,083, 61,231. 

Harrington, Mr. Timothy C., M.P. (witness), 60,949. 

Position of witness, 61,222. 

Hawking liquor : 

Arrest, power of. hut no provision for subseriuont 
procedure, 57,013. 

Excise, power of prosecuting, 57,018. 

Rural districts, hawking in, 57,009. 

Scotch Act of 1862, extension to Ireland desir- 
able, 56,909. 

Women hawkers in Dublin, 63,248, 63,350. 
Healy, Mr. Maurieo (witness), 62,079. 

Henry, Dr. : 

Spirit grocers’ licenses, opinion as to, 63,847. 
Sunday closing and earlier closing on Saturday 
night, attitude towards, (it, 030. 

Hickey, John, case of, 58,986. 

Hiring markets on Sundays, 58,053. 

History of licensing : 

First Act restricting sale of liquor, 56,064. 

Spirit grocers' licenses, origin of, 56.064. 
Holidays causing drunkenness, 57,222, 57,511. 

Holmes, Lord Justice, Olitheroe case, opinion as to. 
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Home drinking : 

Cork, 58,023. 

Evil of, 6:1,496, 63,657, 64,909. 

Sunday closing, effect of, 01,091. 

Hope v. Warburton, 58,709. 

Hotels : 

Bond ftZe travellers, special houses for, suggested, 
61,279, 61,742, 61,822, 02,210, 03,398. 

Early closing not advisable, 57,200. 

Poorer classes, lack of accommodation for. 
56,8-27, 56,971. 

Publican's license required for, 56,480. 

II eduction of license duty, where there is no 
drinking bar, 63,915. 

Renewal of license, conditions suggested, 57.289. 
Separate ^license for hotels, suggested, 57,201, 

Special undertakings, licenses granted on : 
Meiropolo hotel, Dublin, 56,411. 
Shaftesbury hotel, Belfast, 50,565. 
Tomperanoo hotels in Cork, sale of lienor, alleged, 
65,046, 65,078, 65,104. 

Hours of closing : 

Olubs : 

Cork, 58,089. 

Dublin, 00,986, 61,007. 

Ho uniform time, 64,889, 65,087. 

■Waterford, 60, -195. 

Early closing (see that title). 

Statutory provisions regulating, 56,311, 56,359. 
Hours of opening and closing— Mr. Biggar’s Bill, 
reference to, 64,390. 

Housing of the working classes : 

Bad housing, demoralising effect of, 63,562, 
63,753. 

Drink, both cause and effect of bad conditions, 
63,504, 63,516. 

Dublin, wretched dwellings of poorer classes 
promoting drunkenness, 61,950, 62,025, 62,068, 
63,385, 63,477. 

Improved housing, beneficial effect of, 56,987, 
61,014, 61,163, 61,981, 61,084, 62,055, 63,122. 
Kilkenny, improvements in, 63,563, 63,651. 


Illioit distillation, 56,' 704, 65,576, 65,6-20. 

Antrim and Londonderry, illicit distillation in, 
65,347, 65,394, 65,425, 1 15,450. 

Disposal of illicit whisky. 06,961. 

England, Scotland and Ireland, compared, 
05,596. 

Londonderry, county of, 57,813 (see Appendix V., 
Table XVIII.). 

Materials for, 57,819. 

Poverty causing, alleged, 57,585. 

Quality of illicit whisKy, 65,596. 

Suppressing, 56,790. 

Illioit keeping of liquor for sale : 

“Hooping for solo," including, among offences 
punishable under Act of 1872, suggested, 
50,893, 57,305, 57,869, 58,261, 59,440, 59,713, 
Penalties, raising, suggested, 65,008. 

Illicit sale of liquor, 56,763. 

Competition, effect of, 69,337, 62,763, 62,988. 
Cork— illicit sales by publicans, 61,522, 61,54 
Drinking in grocers' shops (see title Spirit 
Grocers’ Licenses). 

Hawking ; 

Arrest, power of, but no provision for 
subsequent procedure, 57,013. 

Excise, power of prosecuting, 57,018. 

Enrol districts, hawking iu, 57,009. 

Scotch Act of 1862, extension to Ireland 
desirable, 56,909. 

Womeu hawkers in Dublin, 63,248, 63,350. 
Penalties, 59,708. 

Raising, suggested. 59,712. 

Persons found on unlicensed premises to be liable 
to a penalty, proposed, 59,077. 

Befreshment rooms, evasion of law by, 59,443 (see 
also title Sbobeeus). 

Illicit still, cost of, 56,794. 

Inland Revenue Act (1862)— Publicans occasional 

licenses, 56,177. 

Inland Hovenue Act (1863)— Publicans’ occasional 
licenses, 56,177. 


Inland Revenue Act (1880) : 

Reduction of license duty, in case of restaurant 
or hotel with no drinking liar, 63,915. 

Seale of license duties, 65,253. 

Intoxicating Liquors (Ireland) Bill (sec title Sale of 
Intoxicatiag Liquors (Ireland) Bill). 

Intoxicating Liquors (Sale to Children) Act (1886), 
61,856. 

Irish and English licensing laws and customs — points 
of difference noted : 

Age of licensing system, 56,064. 

Billiard rooms, 56,886. 

Confirmation of licenses and confirming com- 
mittee, 56,684, 56,345. 

Costs in police prosecutions, 56,935. 

“ Extensions," 56,197. 

Granting licenses — discretion of licensing 

authority, 58,167. 

Irish and English statutes, 56,167. 

Objections to licenses, lnr.ua standi of, 56.416. 
Provisional licenses, 56,190,56,425, 60,364, 64,685. 
Publicans’ licenses, authority granting, 56,339. 
Refreshment house licenses, 56,399. 

Removal of licenses, 56,158. 

Renewal oflicenscs — discretion of justices limited 
in Ireland, 56,167, 50,-130. 

Requirements of neighliourhooils. 59,201. 

Spirit dealers’ retail license not applicable to 
Ireland, 56,293. 

Spirit grocers’ licenses, 56,995. 57,627. 

Sunday closing, 59,073. 

Theatre license, 56,303. 

Tied-house system, 58,480, 65,739. 

Transfer of licenses, 65,161. 

Value qualification of licensed premises, 56,309. 
Vested interest in licenses, 57,175, 62,178. 
Wholesale beer license subject to magisterial 
control in Ireland, 56,334. 

Irish and Sooteh licensing laws and customs — points of 
difference noted: 

Dwelling-house and licensed premises, com- 
munication between, 57,440. 

Fairs, sale of liquor at, 56,339. 

Form of license, 56,923. 

Hotel accommodation for poorer classes, 56,828. 
Occasional licenses, 56,938. 

Wholesale merchants never take out grocer’s 
license in Ireland, 56,349 
Irish Temperance League, 64,081. 64,247, 64,322. 

Drunkenness statistics — figures quoted by Tern- 
perauce League, inaccurate, alleged, 64,949, 
65,113. 

Occasional license successfully opposed, in 
Belfast, 63,953. 

Refreshment rooms and coffee stands, in Belfast, 
03,987, 64,119, 64,185, 64.372, 65,188, 65,218, 
05.265. 

Sunday dosing, public moetiugs in favour of, 
64,024, 64,032. 


J. 


Appeals against own decisions, justices hearing, 
56,439. 

Appointment of, 59,607. 

Canvassing (see that title). 

Character of Irish justices, 59,498, 59,550, 59,612, 
62,426, 63,027. 

County court judge, nttitnde towards, at licensing 
quarter sessions, 58,625, 58,787, 59,384, 59,500, 
00,274, 02,567. 

Discretion of (see titlo Discretion of Licensing 
authority). 

Disqualification of : 

Irish law similar to English law, 56,105, 
56.415. 

Pronounced opponents of liquor trade, dis- 
qualification of, proposed, 64,683, 64,808, 
64,940, 65,173. 

Fair administration of licensing laws, alleged, 
64,492. 

Lavish granting of licenses, 00,176, 60,336. 

Abuse of (lowers, alleged, 62.771. 

Beer retail license, granting, to spirit 
grocers, 57.348, 57,372, 63,863. 

Donegal and Mayo, 63,952. 
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Justices— amt, _ . 

Lax administration of Licensing Laws, alleged, 
58,505, 62,770, 62,917, 63,830, 64,150. 

Belfast, 63,830. 

Canvassing, influence of, 58,436. 

Cork county, 58,102, 61,533, 62,803. 

Police not supported by justices, 59,478, 
61,538 , 62,811, 62,832. 

Tralee, 59,365. 

Licensing authority : 

Justices as, unsatisfactory, 56,586, 56,605, 
57.087, 57,692, 58,627, 58,820, 59,375, 
60,172, 60,335, 60,551, 61,381. 02,327, 
82,385, 62,423. 65, 3l-7. 

Limiting jurisdiction to justices of potty 
sessions district in which application 
arises, suggested, 61,717. 

New authority proposed (see title Licensing 
Authority). 

New licenses, right of objection. 56,086. 
Objecting to licenses, right of, in any licensing 
district in the county, 56,485. 

Patronage, licensing regarded as, 61,408, 62,554, 
63,941. 

Petty sessions, licensing business at, 59,021. 
Private interest and appeals to quarter sessions, 
56,517. 

Bight of, to vote at petty sessions courts outside 
their own district, 61,725. 

Prohibition of, suggested, 64,830. 

Voting at licensing quarter sessions in different 
divisions, prohibition of, suggested, 58,213. 
Wine refreshment house licenses— right of 
objection, 56,061, 56,270. 

Juvenile drunkenness : 

Belfast, 57,148. 

Dublin, 60,751, 60,837, 60,881, 00,914. 

Mixed trades on licensed premises, evil of, 60,763, 
60,818. 


K. 


Kelly v. Montague, 56,172. 

Kenny, Dr. J. E. (witness), 61,940. 

Kenny, Mr. Justice, on increase of druukenness in 
Dublin, reference to, 59,680. 

Kerry, county of, 59,510. 

Canvassing, case of— County Court Judge leaving 
the bench, 61,403. 

CastleislaDd, excessive number of public- 
houses, 59,871, 60,1 56. 

Crime in, 59,527. 

Population and number of licensed houses (see 
Appendix IX., Table VIII.). 

Sunday drinking, 59,570. 

Tralee and Tralee district (see that title). 

Kildare county, renewal successfully opposed by resi- . 

dent of Dublin, 63,804. 

Kilkenny : 

Bod quality of liquor, 60,115. 

Price of whisky showing quality, 60,134, 
60,386, 60,411. 

Character of licensees, 60,343. 

Clubs, 60,238, 60,275, 63,605, 63,666, 63,722. 
Drunkenness, 60,112. 

Decrease in, 63,699. 

Repeated convictions, 63,594, 63,683. 
Exemption orders, 60,122, 63,592, 63,729. 
Habitual drunkards, 63,594. 

Housing of the working classes, improvement 
in, 63,563, 63,651. 

License granted for unsuitable house on promise 
of premises not erected, 60,338, 60,364. 
Licensed houses : 

Excessive number, 60,148, 68,695. 

Number not excessive, 63,569, 63,692. 

Low valuation of publio-houses, 60,100. 

New licenses, 60,389. 

Pauperism and drink, 63,718. 

Pay-dayB, 63,767. 

Population, 60,097. 

Proportion of licensed houses to population, 
60,148, 60,294, 60,379, 63,694, 63,768. 

Sunday closing and Saturday early closing, 
public opinion in favour of, 60,227. 

Kilkenny, county of : 

Exemption order for fowl market in, 58,579. 
Licensed houses, number of, 60,097. 


Kilkenny, county of — coni. 

Licensing districts, 60,206. 

Saturday drunkenness, 60,146. 

King's county, population and number of licensed 
houses (see Appendix IX., Table VIL). 


L. 

Lamb v. Justices of Armagh. 56,123, 01,273. 

Laws relating to licensing: 

Acts of Parliament (sec that title). 

Amendment of the law reqnired, suggestions, 
59.567 (see Appendix VI.). 

Complexity of Irish licensing code, 56,056, 
61,380, 63,778. 

Irish and English licensing laws and enstoms — 
points of difference noted (see that title). 

Irish aud Scotch licensing laws anil customs — 
points of difference noted (sec that title). 
Language of statutes, uncertainty of, 61,274. 
Unsatisfactory state of licensing Saw, 61,712. 

“ League of the Gross” temperance wine, 62,726, 62,963. 
Lcatham, Mr. Charles W. (witneas), 57,704. 

Legislation : 

Directing legislation to wrong-door rather than 
to increase of trade limitations, suggested, 

63.523. 

Opinion iu favour of, G5 ,699. 

Bestriction as to quality of liquor desirable, bnt 
further restriction not neoeasary, 63,674, 63,772. 
Libraries, reading rooms, Ac., os remedy for excessive 
drinking. 61,983. 

License holder's : 

Character (ses title Character of License holders). 
Clubs, attitude towards, 58,085, 60,539. 

Conduct of licensed houses (see that title). 
Convictions and prosecutions (see those titlos). 
Early closing on Saturdays, attitude towards, 
59,841. 59,845, 59.908, 60,042, 64., 454. 

Gifts of sweets to children, 60,801, 60,849. 
Legislation, directing, to wrong-door rather 
than to increase of trade limitations, suggusted, 

63.523. 

Opinion in favour of, 65,699. 

License personal to licensee, 56,426. 
Non-attondanco at Licensing Sessions, 66,120. 
Permitting druukenness, and safe to drunken 
persons (sec that title). 

Publicans aud spirit grocers : 

Difference between, 56,218, 60,548, 65,672. 
Offences of publicans, law as to, oxbonding 
to spirit grocors desirable, 03.421. 
Responsibility for acts of servants, 58,551. 

“ Privity or consent ” of ownor nocossary to 
conviction — Donaghy cane, 63,873. 

Sports, Ac., organised by publicans, 62,752, 
62,964. 

Sunday closing, attitude towards. 59,838, 
69,841,59.908. 61.0G6, 61,144, (13,9119, 64,018, 
64,122, 64,133, 64,227, 64,454, 65,091. 

Licensed houses : 

Alteration of premises : 

District inspector, alterations recommondod 
by — non-compliauco reported to licensing 
authority, 59,633. 

Recorder or Licensing Committee super- 
vising alterations, suggosteil. 57,257. 
Character of pnblic-housos in Iroland, 59,858. 
Children employed as assistants— ago limit, 
suggested, 58,713, 58,847. 

Children frequenting, in Dublin, statistics, 
69,74 9, 60,784, 60,804, 60,877 (see Appendix 

Closing public-houses iu case of riot : 

Beneficial results of, 58,330, 58,427, 64,014, 
64,255,- 65,243. 

Extension to all licensed houses, suetrested, 
56,924. 

Deterioration of neighbourhood, public-houses 
causing, alleged, 63,884. 

Drunkenness and number of liconsod houses, 
relation between, 66,605, 57,937, 59,118, 60,058, 
60,073. 

Dublin, Belfast, Cork, Limerick, aud Wafcer- 
feni, statistics, 57,032 (sec Appondix L, 

Dublin, “C" Division contrasted with 
other divisions, 63,391, 63,480. 
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Licensed houses — coni. 

Drunkenness and number of licensed houses, 
relation between — coni. 

No public-houses, no police required, 58,678, 
58,889. 

Seduction oflicenses would reduce drunken- 

Town and country districts, 57,041. 
Excessive number, 57,030, 59,200, 61,375, 62,081 . 
62,352, 62,397, 62,455, 62,533. 

-Vet of 1634, 56,065, 56,467. 

Belfast, spirit grocers in, 57.539. 
Castloisland, 59,871, 60,156. 

Clare county, 58,658. 

Effect of competition, 59,337, 62,763, 62,989. 
Cork City and Comity, 57,972, 57,990, 58,290, 
61,565, 62,713. 63.052, 64,783, 64,796. 
Dublin, 61,272, 61,862, 61,878. 

Evils arising from, in Cork district, 63,033.' 
Kilkenny, 60,148, 60,389, 63,694. 

Tralee and Tralee district, 59,389. 
Waterford, 60.451. 

Wexford, 61,730. 

Food, sale of, in public-houses : 

Compulsory sale, suggested, 56,827, 57,049, 
57,167, 58,302, Cl, 923, 61,984, 62,726, 
62,994. 

Exemption orders, 63,593, 63,729. 
Difficulty of getting refreshment other 
than intoxicants, 56,827, 57,168, 61,899, 
02,953. 

Eating-houses in Wexford, 61,746. 

Meals, obtaining, practically impossible, 
■ 63,021, 64,233. 


Frequenters of public-houses on Saturday night, 
61,997. 

Horn’s of employment : 

Belfast, 02.619, 62,641. 

Dublin United Trades Council— barmen 
declining affiliation, 63,329. 

Lodgers in public-houses, in Cork, 57,991, 58,424, 
61,541, 61,660. 

Low valuation of public-houses, 59,859. 

Clare county, 58,674, 58,870. 

Cork, 57,981. 

Kilkenny, 60,100. 

Maximum number of licenses fixed according to 
selected unit of population, 60,205, 60,378, 
61.879, 61,929. 

Offences, list of, exhibiting, in conspicuous 
position, suggested, 56,923. 

Payment of wages in public-houses: 

Belfast, 62,621, 63,917. 

Cork, 61,529 , 61,580, 61,621. 

Persons found in, during prohibited hours, 
minimum penalty to be ten shillings, suggested, 
60,224. 

Persons, number of, entering 20 public-houses 
between certain hours on certain days, in 
Belfast, 65,176, 65,256. 

Police frequenting, prohibition of, suggested, 
04,217. 

Police supervision (see title Constabulary, Royal 
Irish). 

Population and number of licensed houses in 
counties Longford, Meath, Westmeath, Kerry, 
ond King’s County, 61,382 ( see Appendix IX.). 

Proportion of licenses to population, statistics, 
01,829, 63,694, 63,768. 

Castleisiand, 60,157. 

Clare county, villages in, 58,672. 

Cork city and East Riding, 57,973. 

Derrygonelly, 62,352, 62,527. 

Dublin, Belfast, Cork, Limerick, and Water- 
ford (see Appendix I., Table V.). 

Ennis, 58,659. 

Kilkenny, 60,148, 60.294, 60,379. 

Pnblic-houses, proportion of, to males • 

20 years of age, 62,732, 62,983. 

Significance of statistics — composition of 
population, 62,715. 

Tralee and Tralee district, 59,298. 

Rotail licensed premises — statistics for Ireland, 
56,696 (see Appendix I., Table I.). 

Tipperary, county of, licensed houses and popu- 
lation, 59,009. 

Value of licensed houses, increase in, 65,484 

Belfast, 57,241. 

Dublin, 64,411. 

V 98449. 


Licensed bouses — coni. 

Women’s public-houses, in Cork, 61,500. 
Working man’s club, 56,664. 

Licenses : 

Applications for (see that title). 

Forfeiture of ( see that title). 

New licenses (sec that title). 

Reduction oflicenses (gee that title). 

Renewal of (see that title). 

Transfer of (see thac title). 

Varieties, number of, 50,057. 

Licensing Acts (gee title Acts of Parliament- relating to 
Licensing). 

Licensing authority: 

Belfast, jurisdiction in, 56,501. 

Character of present tribunal, 61,268, 61.271. 
Cities and counties, licensing authorities in, 
57,747. 

Clerk to licensing authority, 56,078. 

Connty court judge, position of, at licensing 
quarter sessions, 58,025, 58,787, 59,384, 59,500, 
60,274, 02.567. 

Elective authority, objections to, 56,614. 

Justices (see that title;. 

New authority proposed : 

County court judge sitting alone, suggested. 


Joiinty court judge sitting alone, suggested, 
56,471, 58,187, 58,406, 58,624, 58,781, 58,796, 
— — - - "2,540,62,553, 


59,234, 62,386, 62,450, 02,536, 6‘ 

63,065, 63,167. 

Granting new licenses, limiting power 

or, 62,092, 62,329. 

Local knowledge, 58,905, 58,969, 61.302 
Decisions given on sworn evidence 
— local knowledge not necessary, 
58,796, 59,522, 60,268, 62,333. 
Objections to county court judge as 
licensing authority, on ground of 
want of local knowledge, 61,718, 
64,972. 

Opinion in favour of, 64,142, 65,369. 

Police in favour of, 57,086. 

Right of appeal from decision of county 
court judge deeirahle, 61,571. 


Right of appeal from decision of county 
court judge ou points of law, sug- 


j judge ou points of law, sug- 
gested, 62,358, 62,400, 62,472, 62,516. 

Right of appeal from decision of county 
court judge to judges of assize, pro- 
posed, 56,802, 59,234, 65,463. 

Objections to, 64,972, 65,036. 

Prosecutions dealing with, by resi- 
dent magistrates, suggested, 
02,861. 

County court judge, with justices for petty 
sessions district in which premises are 
situated, 58,509, 58,583. 

Resident magistrate, addition of, sng- ■ 
gested, 61,719, 61,821, 61,836. 

Connty court judge, with one or more resi- 
dent magistrates, 59,018, 59,097, 59,163. 

County court judge, with resident magis- 
trate, and two justices having no con- 
nexion with liquor trade, 60,556, 60,717. 


trate to supply local information, 60,180, 
60,262, 60,397. 

Objections to, 62,329. 

Prosecutions, petty sessions dealing 
with, 60,183. 

County court judge, with two resident 
magistrates, and right of appeal from deci- 
sion of court on points of law, 61,411, 
61,492. 

County court judge, with stipendiary magis- 
trate and chairman of county council, 
61.930. 

Licensing committees, suggested : 

County court judge with committee of 
justices, 62,386, 62,391, 62,423. 62,449, 
62,516. 

Objections to, 60,400. 

Resident magistrates and fixed number 
of justices, with right of appeal to 
judges of assize, 57,690. 

Popularly elected licensing board, objections 
to, 56,614. 

Recorder as sole authority in cities and 
boroughs, 58,187, 58,463, 64,142. 

Licensing committee dealing with re- 
newals and transfers, suggested, 
57,263. 
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Licensing authority — emit. 

Now authority proposed — emit. 

Right of appeal from decision of 
recorder desirable, (51,573. 

Right of apiieal from decision of 
recorder to judges of assize, sug- 
gested, 56,511, 5(5,583, 56,678, 56,801, 
57,690, 58,6-19, 58,641, 59.230. 

Two assessm-s sitting with recorder 
advisable, 61,297. 

Two resident magistrates in addition to 
recorder, proposed, 61,41 3. 

Spirit grocers’ licenses, granting, by same 
authority ns publicans' licenses, 56,524 
56,816, 57,823, 57,427, 57,09(1, 6-1,526. 
65,172, 65,663, 65,765, 65,812. 

Stipendiary magistrate, 56,524. 
Wholesale licenses, granting, by petty 
sessions, or Inland Revenue authorities 
without certificate, 61,931. 

Objections to licenses, power of dealing with, 
56,575. 

One authority for all licenses desirable, 59,882. 
One man licensing authority, opinion in favour 
of, 63, 186. 

Present authority satisfactory, 61,217, 65,033, 
65,061. 

Justices votiug at petty sessions outside 
their own district, prohibition of, sug- 
gested, 61,719, 64.830. 

Publicans’ licenses, authorities granting, 56,073, 
56,339, 56,870, 57,747. 

Licensing laws (see title Laws relating to Licensing). 
Licensing regarded as patronage, 61,408, 62,554. 
63,941. 

Licensing Sessions (see title Annual Licensing Sessions). 
Limerick : 

Hours of closing, 56,312. 

Reduction of licenses by surrender system, 


Longford, town of : 

Licenses and population. 61,383. 

New license grauted to a boot shop, 61,391. 

Plan showing licensed houses, 61,383 (sec Ap- 
pendix X.). 

Lord Lieutenant of the county, jurisdiction as to date, 
&c., of annual licensing sessions, 5<'s<>79. 56,114. 

Lyle, Mr. Ac'neson, canvassing, complaint as to, 57,776. 
Lynam v. O'Reilly , 56,367 . 


M. 


Sunday closing, canvass or plebiscite on, 59,799. 
Limeriok, Bishop of, canvassing, letter to “Munster 
News,” 59,342. 

Limerick, county court judge of, orime and exccssivo 
number of public-houses, opinion as to, 62,741. 

Local option as to new licenses, proposed, 61,868. 

Local veto, objections to, ©,219. 

Lodgers in public-houses, in Cork, 57,991, 58,424, 
61,541, 61,660. 

Londonderry, city and county : 

Bend fide traveller, 63,142. 

Civilians drinking in canteens, 58,738. 

Clubs, 57,808, 63,125 (see Appendix V., 

Table XVII.). 

Convictions and dismissals, proportion of, 
57,778 (see Appendix V., Tables TV. and XI.). 
Drunkenness : 

Decrease in, and causes of, 57,736, 63,119, 
63,205. 65,486, 65,582. 

Saturday night drunkenness. 57,732, 57,743 
(sea Appendix Y., Table XVI.). 

Sunday closing, effect of. statistics, 57,714 
(see Appendix Y., Tables HI., X. 
XVL). 

Early closing on Saturdays, pnblic opinion as to 
Ether drinking, 57,832. 

Habitual drunkards, 57,792 (see Appendix Y. 
Tables VI. and XIII.). 

Illicit distillation in Londonderry county, 56,773, 
57,813, 35,347, 65,394, 65,425 , 65,450 (see 
Appendix V.. Tabic XVTIL). 

Licenses statistics, 57,707 (see Appendix V., Tables 
IL and IX.). 

Mixed trades in public-houses, 65,499. 

Occasional license granted in opposition to local 
feeling, in Londonderry city, 63,075. 

Passenger steamers, sale of liquor on, 63,150. 

Pay days, 63,139, 65,498. 

Population statistics, 58,924 (gee Appendix V. 
Tables 1. and TUT..). 

Prosecutions of license-holders, statistics, 57,778 
{see Appendix V., Tables IV. and XI.). 

Spirit grocers' licenses, 63,174. 

Spirits — samples analysed, 57,791 (see Appendix 
V., Tables V. mid XII.). 

Sunday closing, 58, 924. 

Women, sobriety of, 65,614. 

Longford, county of, population and licenses, statistics 
(sec Appendix IX., Tables 1., II„ and III.). 


Macroom, postal OTder sent to magiscrnlo at, 62,784. 
McCormack, Dr., six-day licenses in Mayo, influence in 
favour of, 56,697. 

McCullagh, Sir James (witness). 63,063. 

McDermott, The, Q.C., Hanley case, opinion as to. 
64,419, 

McNeight and Dickson. Messrs., caso of, 65,245. 
M'AUister, Dr., spirit grocers’ licenses. 63,840. 

M‘ Connell, Mr. Charles (witness), 65,333. 

M Kenna, Rev. James, C.C., on permitting drunken- 
ness, 62,909. 

Madden, Mr. Justice, Sunday closing in exempted cities, 
attitude towards, 61,264. 

Magistrates (sec titles Justices, Resident Magistrates, 
and Stipendiary Magistrates). 

Mallon, Mr., reference to evidence of : 

Arrests for eimplo drunkenness, in Dublin, 
61,022. 

Clubs in Dnblin, 61,143, 61,240. 

Clubs and Sunday closing, <51,020. 

Shebeens in Dublin, 63,294. 

Marshall v. Jnstices of Tyrone, 56,236, 63,835. 
Matthew's, Father, crusade giving rise to ether drink- 
ing, alleged, 57,842, 57,032, 57,950. 

May, Chief Justice, vested interests and compensation, 
opinion ns to, 64,630, 64,788. 

Mayo: 

Illicit distillation, 56,771. 

Nuw licenses, freedom in granting, 63,952. 

Six-day licenses in excess of seven-day licenses, 
explanation, 56,697. 

Meath, county of, population and nnmlier of. lit onsod 
houses, statistics (*cc Appendix IX., Tables TV. 
and V.). 

Moldon’s Act (Beor Liconso Regulation (Trelauil) Act, 
1877) : 

Efl’ect on existing beerhouses, 57,025, 59,!>58. 
Value qualification of premises for lieer dealers 
and beer retailers, 56,300, 56,454, 59,K88<i, 
59,997. 

Mellor, Mr. Justice, limiting objections to licousc to 
personal character of applicant, 64,642. 

Memorials to be legal when presented on oath, sug- 
gested, 63,886. 

Michaelmas quarter sessions (see title Annual Licensing 
Quarter Sessions). 

Middleton quarter sessions, canvassing, denunciation 
of, by county court jndge, 58,353. 

Military canteens, statute regulating, 56,202. 

Miller, Mr. Justice, property in licenses, opinion sis to, 


Mixed trades on licensed premises, 56,225, 56,450, 
57,992, 58,003, 59,120, 59,874, 60,109. 

Boot shop, license granted to, in Longford, 
61,391. 

Country districts and towns, 57,334-. 

Dublin, 63,270. 

Evil of, 63,911. 

Facilities for women drinking, 60,542, 60.54G, 
60,820, 62,721, 

Juvenile drunkenness, encouraging, 60,763. 
Objections to, 58,208, 58,558, 59,210, 59,949, 
59,952, 60,058, 60,070. 

Private bars, 00.776, 60,894, 60,937. 

Separation of ordiiuny business from public- 
house, proposed, 59,372. 

Difficulties, 60,062. 

No new licenses to bo granted to combined 
shops, suggested, 61,732, 01,819. 
Objections to, 57,014, 60,985, 01,248, 64,484, 
65,499. 

Opinions in favour of, 58,741, 59,030, 59,321, 
60,547, 60,821, 60,931, 61,461, 61,550, 


Probable effoot discussed, 63,913. 
Sunday Closing Act, evading, 59,318, 59.852. 
Waterford, 60,722. 
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Monaghan : 

Population and spirit grocers’ licenses, 62,502. 
Six-day licenses in excess of seven-day licenses. 


explanation, 56,697. 

Madden, Dr., and alcoholism among children. 


More Madden, Dr., an 
150,752, 60,881, 60,929. 


Mold ej^ Mr., Irish Sunday closing, attitude towards. 


Morris, Chief Justice : 

Olithevoo case, 56,152. 


Complicated character of Irish Licensing Code, 
56,056. 


Objecting to licenses: 

Application opposed year after yoar, at Sion 
Mills, 59,877. 

Costs, 56,437. 

Justices’ right of objection, 56,488. 

Licenses granted contrary to evidence of police 
and clergy, 62,772, 62,920. 

Licensing authority, power of dealing with 
objections, 56,575. 

Memorials to be legal when presented on oath, 
proposed, 63,886. 

New licenses: 


Morris, Mr. William (witness), 65,480. 

Moy — license renewed by justices after refusal at 
quarter sessions, 63,934. 

Music halls : 

Act of 1835— extension to all Ireland desirable, 
64,390. 

Early closing not advisable, 57,188. 

Publican’s license required for, 56,305. 


Marne of license holders, fixing, in conspicuous place 
upon premises — Irish law similar to English law, 
56,323. 

Mash, Lord Chancellor, Clitheroe decision, comment 
on, 56.152. 

National Society for Prevention of Cruelty to Children 


Belfast, 57,160 (see Appendix III., Table IV.). 
Cork, 58,066, Gl,509, 61,606. 

New licenses : 

Applications for licenses (see that title). 

Belfast, 50,515, 63,860. 

Canvassing, new licenses obtained by, 61,466. 
Clare county — licenses granted remote from 
police supervision, 58,676. 

Lavish granting by justices, 60,176, 60,336. 


Abuse of powers, alleged, 62,771. 

Beer retail licenses granted to spirit grocers, 


57,348, 57,372, 63,863. 

Donegal and Mayo, 63,952. 

Law suspending Further issue of, proposed, 
02,807. 

Local option, suggested, 01,868. 

Longford, license granted to boot-shop, 61,300. 
Objecting to licenses (see that title). 

Publicans’ licenses, granting: 

Discretion of licensing authority, 56,703. 
Licensing authority, 56,073, 56,081, 56,339, 
56,370, 57.747. 

Poiuts of consideration for licensing autho- 
rity, 56,089, 56,420, 56,513, 57,756. 

Statutes regulating, 56,069. 

Surrender of licenses, granting new licenses 
on (see that title). 

Refusal .- 

Appeal to quarter sessions in case of 
licenses granted at petty sessions, 56,424. 
No appeal to be allowed, suggested, 56,966. 
Spirit grocers’ licenses — certificato required — 
Act of 1874, 56.233. 

Tipperary, county of, 59,009. 

Transfers, new licenses masquerading as, 56,151, 
56,156. 

Now Boss, many licenses and fow police in, 61,752. 
Noonan, James, case of, 59,405. 

Notice (jf application for licenses (see title Applications 
for Licenses). 


O’Brien, Chief Justice : 

“ Suitability of premises” — Marshall decision, 
56,286. 

Wilis, Mr. Justice, dictum as to difference 
between Irish and English statutes, quotation 
from, 58,167. . . 

O’Brion, Judge, on decrease of drunkenness in GorK, 
64,871. . 

O’Brien, Mr. Joseph (witness), Co, 849. 

O'Brien, Mr. Justice, on crimo and excessive number of 
public-houses in county Cork, 62,741. 

O'Brien v. Justices of Tipperary, 56,151. 


posing license and conducting case, 
suggested, 56,854. 

Grounds of objection to publicans’ licenses, 
56,089, 56.418, 56,420, 57,756, 60,093. 
Persons who have locus standi as objectors, 
56,086, 56,416. 

Irish and English law, 56,416. 

Publicans’ and spirit grocers’ licenses, 
59,877. 

Notice of objections, conditions regulating, 
56.121. 

Occasional license successfully opposed by Irish 
Temperance League, in Belfast, 63,953. 


Police objections served on license holders, vague 
form of, 64,968. 


Police opposing licenses on ground of remoteness 
from supervision, 57,124. 

Bonewals : 

Grounds of objection, 57,179. 

Notice of objection, 56,121. 

Persons who have locus standi as objectors, 
56,417, 63.801. 

Private objectors — no power of serving 
notices, but right of objecting in open 
court, 63,783. 

Unsuitability of premises aud non-necessity 
for existence of house to be valid objections 
— proposed scheme for reduction of licenses, 
60.196. 

Uselessness of objecting to renewals, in 
county Cork, 62,804. 

Spirit grocers’ licenses : 

Existing licenses, number of, not valid 
objection — Marshall t*. Justices of Tyrone, 
56,235, 56,241. 56,421, 56,527, 59,723, 
59,877 — That it should be valid objection, 
suggested, 56,527, 57,350, 61,346. 

Polioo the only legal objectors, 56,213, 56,243, 
59,877, 61,274. 

Procedure to bo the same as publicans’ 
licenses, suggested, 57,892. 

Transfer of publicans’ licenses — valid objections 
— Olitheroe case, 56,140. 

Overruling Clitheroe case by Act of Parlia- 
ment, suggested, 62,354, 62,388, 62,406, 
62,451, 02,478, 62,520. 

Subsequent cases in which Clitheroe case 
has been discussed, 56,151, 56,166, 64,791. 
O'Connor, Mr. John, Sunday closing, attitude towards, 
61,064. 

O'Connor v. Be (-.order of Dnblin, 56.151. 

Occasional licenses : 

Abuse of, in Tralee and county Cork, 59,460. 
Children under 16, sale to, prohibition of, 
suggested, 57,872. 

Conditions regulating, 56,177, 61,918. 

Excise authorities, discretionai-y power of, 63,953. 
Pairs and races — Act of 1874, 56,189. 

Granting at petty sessions, proposed, 60,287, 
60,317.' 

Appeal from decision of resident magistrate 
desirable. 58,639. 

Notification to police and consent of pro- 
moters of entertainment desirable, 57,919. 
Notification to police, suggested, 57,299, 
63,971. 

Regulations, suggested, 59,463. 

Resident magistrate or county inspector, 
granting by, in certain districts, 61,921. 
Two justices granting, on. certificate from 
district inspector, in cases of 5 emergency, 
56,866, 58,237. 

Written consent of promoters of entertain- 
ment, suggested, 63,069. 

Granting — licensing authority, proposed : 

Commissioner of police in towns, resident 
magistrate in country districts, 57,302. 
Police, objections to, 59,462. 
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Occasional licenses — eont. 

Granting — licensing authority, proposed— cont. 
Prcsont authority, or resident magistrate 
under proposed new licensing authority, 
60,182, 60,284. 

Two justices appointed at annual licensing 
sessions, 58,670. 

Justices not residing in district where applica- 
tion arises, granting by, 56,865. 

• Prohibition from Dublin Castle, 61,919. 

License granted against wishes of persons pro- 
moting entertainment, in Derry, 68,075. 
Necessity for, 65,592. 

No complnint against, 60,130. 

Scotch ond Irish law, 56,938. 

Temperance entertainments, licenses granted 
for, 57,920, 61,918. 

O'Donel, Mr., roforenco to evidence of : 

Saturday early closing, 59,866, 59,970. 

Sunday closing, 59,597, 59,905. 

O’Douuell, Bishop, ilUoib distillation, influence in sup- 
pressing, 56,766. 

O'Dwyer, Dr., canvassing, letter to “ Munster News, 
59, &2. 

Off-license holders permitting consumption on pre- 
mises, 63,419, 65,696 (sec also title Spirit Grocers’ 
Licenses). 

Off-licenses : . ffc ___ 

Capitol in off-license trade, m Belfast, 65,777. 
Certificate, off-licenses requiring, 56,206. 
Granting, by same authority as publicans' 
licenses, suggested, 56,524, 56,846, 57,427. 
Property qualification, raising, suggested, 63,540. 
Reforms suggested, 56,830. 

Spirit grocers’ licenses (see that title). 

Offences against licensing laws : 

Act of Parliament enumerating trade offences 
and offences of drunkenness, with suitable 
penalties, proposed, 63,438, 63,532. 

Convictions and prosecutions (see those titles). 
List of offences, exhibiting, in conspicuous 
position in licensed honscs, suggested, 56,923. 
Permitting drunkenness, and sale to drunken 
persons (see that title). 

Shebeens (sec that title). 

Statutes dealing with, 56,324, 56,333. 

Oikill, John, case of, 58,980. 

O'Leary, Rev. Patrick (witness), 61,502. 

Orr, Judge (witness). 62,347. 

O’Shaugkncssy, Dr., canvassing, letter to “Limcriok 
Chrouiolo,” 59,346. 

O’Shauglinessy, Mary, caso of, 58,984. 

Ovcrena, Judge, canvassing, opinion as to, 57,777. 
Owey Island, Ac., illicit distillation in, 56,768m 
Owners of promises, Irish law similar to English law, 
56,441. 


Penalties — coni. 

Drunkenness— cont. 

Repeated convictions — coni. 

Present penalties insufficient — useless- 
ness of fines, 61,563, 63,386, 63,403, 
63,489. 

Simple drunkonness — fixed minimum 
penalty, imprisonment after third 
conviction, suggested, 59,715, 59,766. 
False representations as traveller, 57,594. 

Imprisonment without option of a fine. 


Pallas, Chief Baron, on diminution of crime in Cork, 
64,866. 

Parker, Appellant v. The Queen, Respondent, 56,319. 
Passenger liout licenses : 

Certificate not required, 56,062. 

Conditions regulating, 56,299. 

Magisterial jurisdiction, no objection to, 57,307. 
Persons against whom prosecutions might be 
instituted, 57,450. 

Passenger bouts, sale of liquor on, in Londonderry 
63,160. 

Patented theatres in Dublin, conditions regulating 
• 56,303. 

Patronage, licensing regarded as, by justices, 61,4 
■ 62,554, 63,941. 

Pauperism and drink, in Kilkenny, 63,717. 

Payment of wages in public-houses (see title Wages). 
Penal endorsement of licenses (see title Endorsement of 
Licenses). 

Penalties: , 

Children bolow ago limit, sale of liquor to, 
61,440. 

Fixed minimum penalty, suggested, 61,855. 
Drunkenness, 63,387, 63,489. 

Repeated convictions : 

Cumulative penalties, in Dublin, 63,446. 
Imprisonment without option of a fine, 
suggested, 59,226, 59,269, 63,552. 


suggested, 62,871. 


, suggested, 


Penalty, imposing on traveller and publican, 
proposed, 61,783. 

Raising penalty, suggested, 64,485. 

Fines, ill-apportionment of, 63,406. 

Harbouring prostitutes, 63,407. 

Illicit keouing of liquor for salo, 58,26 1 , 59,442, 
59,714. * 

Raising penalties suggested, 56,893, 65,008. 
IUioifc sale of liquor — Act of 1872, 59,708. 
Minimum penalties, fixing, proposed, 56,921. 
Permitting drunkenness, raising minimum 
penalty desirable, 61,428. 

Persons drinking iu spirit grocers’ shops, im- 
posing penalty, proposed, 56,905. 

Persons found on licensed premises ’during 
closing hours — minimum penalty to lie 10s., 
suggested, 60,224. 

Shebeening : 

Increasing penalties, suggested, 64,443. 
Licensing Act (1872) and Shebeening Act 
(1854), relative strictness of, 56,445. 
Provisions in Scotch Act of 1862 which 
should be extended to Irelond, 56,907. 
Small penalties imposed on publicans, uselessness 
of, 58.266. 

Suspension of license as penalty discussed. 
61,441. 

Pcrjuryra licensing casos, 58,431, 59,523, 61,058, 61,758, 

Witnesses not allowed to hoar each other's evi- 
dence, in Wexford, 61,828. 

Pormanenoc of licenses (see title Continuity of licenses). 
Permitting drunkenness, and salo to drunken persons : 
Drunken persons imposing upon publicans, 
64,435, 64,603, 64,930. 

Evidence of, difficulty of obtaining, 61,758. 

Hope *. Warburtou, 58,709. 

Instance of, 62,907. 

“ Knowingly,” insertion in statute dosirublo, 
64,425, 64,922. 

Not ranch use, 57,660. 

Law-breaking publicans, proportion of, 62,893. 
McKenna, Rev. James, on, (32,908. 

Minimum penalty, raising, suggested, 61,428. 
Persons found drunk on licensed promises, law 
as to, 58,383. 

Persons found drank on licensed promises to bo 
primd facie evidence against publican, pro- 
nosed. 57.253. 57.524. 57 87ft 58 705 5ft a LO 


posed. 57,253, 57,524, 57,879, 58,705. 58,81-2, 
60,226, 61.426, 61,499. 61.528. 61,569. 

Objections to, 61,758, 61,805, 64,426. 

Proof of 10 minutes’ stuy in public-house to 
be sufficient for conviction of publican, 
suggested, 61.763, 61,810. 

Police lax in enforcing law, in Cork, 61,506, 
61,508, 61,564, 61.694. 

Present power of punishment insufficient, 63,519. 
Publicans demoralised by liquor trade, allotted, 
61,621. 

Sole to drunken persons, convictions, 58,109, 

58,886,61,664,61,767. 

Servants, acts of, licensee's responsibility for, 
61,857. 

Smallness of penalties imposed, in Cork, 58,123. 
Spectators, Ac., power of prosecuting publican, 
61,525, 61,595. 1 

Wider interpretation of “ drunken ” and 
“ drunkenness ” required, 59,459. 

Petitions : 

Salo of Intoxicating Liquors (Ireland) Bill, 
petitions to Parliament, 59,923, 64,057, 64,072, 
64,172. 

Memorials to bo legal when presented on oath, 
suggested, 63,836. 

Petty sessions : , 

Annual licensing petty sessions (see that title). 
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Petty sessions — coni. 

Jurisdiction of justices, 59,020, 60,086. 

Suggestions as to, under proposed new 
licensing authority, 60,183. 

Justices' right to attend certain prescribed dis- 
tricts only, 56,493. 

Occasional licenses, granting at petty sessions, 
suggested (sec title Occasional Licenses). 

Police as Crown prosecutors at, 56,855. 

Plebiscite on Sunday closing in exempted, cities, 59.788. 
59,919, 60,019, 64.035, 64,079. 

Belfast. 57,227. 57,574, 57,663, 59,799, 62,695, 
64,035, 64,079, 6-4,818. 

Cork, 59,799. 

Dublin, 59,188, 59,795. 

Plurality of licenses, objections to, 56,536, 56,557. 

Police (see title Constabulary, Royal Irish). 

Police Aided Clothing Society, (it),822. 

Poor law relief distributed in public-houses, 60,778, 
60,859. 

Porter and whisky, competition between, as favourite 
drink, 59,308. 

Post offices on licensed premises— England, Sootlnnd, 
and Ireland, statistics, 63,921 
Poverty due to high rents and largo families as well as 
to drunkenness, 63,358. 

Premiums given for amount of liquor sold, alleged, 
61,629, 61,680. 

Profits: 

Illicit Sunday trading, 59,328. 

Illicit whisky, distillation, 56.780. 

Temperance drinks, Side of, 64,555. 

Prohibition : 

Not practicable in present ciroumstances, 62,237. 
Objections to, 61,179. 

United States, prohibition in — Mr. PanRhawo’s 
report, 61,180. 

Proof spirit, buying standard, 64,993. 

Irish and Scotch whisky, 65,064. 

Proporly in licenses, question of : 

Legal decisions discussed, 64,630, 64,698, 64,752, 
64,786, 64,845. 

Recorders of Cork, action of, 6-4, 636, 64,651, 
64,851. 

Prosecutions : 

Canvassing in case of, 60,188, 61,-4:44. 

Cork, large proportion of dismissals, 58,116. 
Tralee instances, 59,319, 59,865. 

Conduct of prosecutions, 59,480. 

Costs incurred by police, payment of, 56,856, 
56,927. 

Petty sessions, jurisdiction under proposed now 
• licensing authority, 60,183. 

Police, power of prosecuting, 56,332, 56.855. 
Resident magistrate dealing with, under pro- 
posed new licensing authority, suggested, 
58,206, 62,862, 63,832. 

Shobeeaing in Dublin, 56,446. 

Statutes under which prosecations arc conducted, 
56,324.. 

Trying twice for same offence, possibility of, 
59,055. 

Vexatious prosecutions of publicans — district 
inspector supervising summonses, suggested, 
64,505. 

(Sea also titles Administration of Licensing Laws 
and Convictions.) 

Provisional licenses : 

License grantod for unsnitablo bouse on promise 
of premises not erected, in Kilkenny, 60,338, 
60,364. 

Non-existent in Ireland, 56,190, 56,425. 

Opinions in favour of, 60,364, 64,685. 

Public House (Ireland) Act (IS55) — transfer of publicans' 
licenses, 56,137, 61,276. 

Public-houses (see title Licensed Houses). 

Publicans' licenses : 

Applications for licenses (see that title). 

Dormant licenses (see title Dormant Publicans' 
Licenses). 

Expcnsivcness of, 56,385. 

Freedom in granting, equivalent to ficc licensing, 
59,871. 

Increase of, in : 

Cavan county, 62,565. 

Tipperary county, 59.006. 

New licenses ( see that title). 

Objecting xo licenses (sec that title). 

Refusal, no appeal from, 56,422. 

Renewal of licenses (see that title). 


Publicans' licenses — coni. 

Six-day licenses, proportion of, to soveu-day 
licenses, statistics, 50,697 (see Appendix 1.. 
Table! I.). * 

Spirit grocer’s license as si eppiug- stone to 
publican's license, 57,907, 58,601. 

Transfer of licenses (see that title). 

Value qualification of premises (sea that title). 


Q. 

Quality of liquor sold iu public-houses : 

Enforcement of Food and Drugs Act suggested, 
62,383. 

Regulations, proposed, 63,574. 

Quarter sessions : 

Annual licensing quarter sessions (see that title). 
Appeals to : 

Justices and private interest, 50,517. 

Potty sessions, appeals from, 60,088. 

New liconses, 56,424. 

Renewals. 56,117, 56,374, 56,433. 

Spirit grocers’ licenses, grunting by stipen- 
diary magistrate, with appeal to quarter 
sessions, suggested, 56,526. 

Police in licensing cases at, 56,854. 


R. 


Races: 

Police taking drunken persons home instead of 
arresting them, 62,749. 

Publicans promoting, 62,752. 

Sale of liquor, occasional license required for, 
56,189. 

Railway refreshment rooms, suggestions as to, 63,901, 
64,348. 

Raphoo, influence of Bishop O’Donuoll in suppressing 
illicit distillation in, 56,766. 

Rate collectors’ offices in piiblic-bousos, 63,927. 
Rathcormnc, conduct of tied house at, 59,405. 

Reading rooms, libraries, &o., as roraody for excessive 
drinking, 61,983. 

Recorder : 

Licensing jurisdiction of, 56,073, 56,370. 

Recorder as sole licensing authority iu cities and 
boroughs, proposed, 58,187, 58,463, 62,092, 
64,142. 

Licensing committee: dealing with renewals 
and transfers, suggested, 57,265. 

Right of appeal from decision of recorder 
desirable, 61,573. 

Right of appeal from decision of recorder to 
judges of assize, suggested, 56,511, 56,583, 
56,678, 56,801, 57,690, 58,629, 58,641, 
59,230. 

Two assessors sitting with recorder, ad- 
visable, 61,297. 

Two resident magistrates in addition to the 
recorder, suggested, 61,413. 

Reduction of licenses : 

Belfast, 57,031, 57,235. 

Olitheroe decision, overruling by Act of Parlia- 
ment, suggested, 62.354, 62,388, 62,451 , 62,478. 
Compensation and schemes for reduction of 
licenses (see title Compensation). 

Cork. 58,193. 

Drinking would be lessened by, 62,457, 63,054. 
Dublin, 57,031. 

Surrender system, 61.272, 64,407. 

Fixing number of licenses according to selected 
unit of population, proposed, 60,205, 60,378, 
61,879, 61,929. 

Necessity for, 60,171. 

Objections to refusing renewal of licence on 
grounds of non-necessity, 62,212. 

Reed, Sir Andrew, K.U.B. (witness), 56,687. 
Refreshment houso licenses : 

Conditions regulating, 56,267. 

English and Irish law, 56,399. 

New license, suggested, 61,925. 

Refreshment house wine licenses : 

Certificate not required, 56,062. 

Number of, 56,102. 

Occasional licenses, 56,180, 56,187. 

Register of, 56.10L 
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Refreslimcnt houses : 

Eating-houses in Wexford. 61,746. 

Illicit sale of liquor in, 59,416. 

Refreshment Houses (Ireland) Act (i860). 56,269. 

Value qualification of premises for wine refresh- 
ment house license, 66,:j09. 


Reg.- 


Bratmigan v. Justices of Armagh, 56,151. 

Oox r. Recorder of Dublin, 56,151, 56,156, 56,164. 
Lamb v. Justices of Armagh, 50,8:51. 

Marshall v. Justices of Tyrone, 56.236. 

O’Brien v. Justices of Tipperary. 56,151, 64,791. 
O'Uonuor r. Recorder of Dublin, 56,151. 

Smith r. Justices of Cavan, 56,166, 61,849. 
Registers of licenses, 56,101. 

Removal of licenses : 

Non-existent in Ireland, 56,158. 

Objections to, 65,166, 65,227, 65.316. 

Renewal of licenses : 


Certificate, issuing, by clerk of the peace on 
certificate furnished to licensing authority by 


district inspector, proposal, 56,883. 

Conduct certificate, amendment suggested, 
58,543. 

“ Continued suitability of premises ” as condition 
of renewal proposed, 56,86-4, 58,411, 58,546. 
Discretion of licensing authority more limited in 
Ireland than in England, 56,430. 

Dormant licenses — good conduct certificate 
question, 56.123. 

Excise authorities, granting by, without certi- 
ficate, suggested, 65,384. 

Grnntiug and renewing publicans’ licenses, 
difference in procedure, 56,117, 56,374. 

Hotels and restaurants — bond Jido business during 
previous year ns condition of renewal, sug- 
gested, 57,289. 

Lax method of granting, in county Cork, 62,803. 
License renewed by justices after refusal at 
Quarter Sessions, in county Tyrone, 6?, 934. 
Magisterial discretion, extending, desirable, 
59,202. 

Non-attendance of license holder at Petty 
Sessions, 56,120. 

Number of existing licenses formerly considered 
in granting renewals — Act of 1805, 59,203. 
Object ing to renewals : 

Grounds of objection, 57,179. 

Notice of, 56,121. 

Persons who have loan tlaudi as objectors, 
56,417, 63,804. 

Private objectors — no power of serving notices. 

but right of objecting in open comb, 63,783. 
Unsuitability of premises and non-necessity 
for house to bo valid objections, proposed, 
60,196. 

Present system of renewals, retaining, under 
proposed new licensing authority, suggested, 
62,-169, 62,544. 

Refusal : 

Appeals from, 66,433. 

Licenses in abeyance, renewal refused by 
recorder of Cork, 64,664-. 

Refusing certificate of good character for 
breach of condition unenforceable at law, 
question of, 58,124. 

Six householders’ certificate, 66.107. 

Abolition of, proposed, 56,884, 56,973,57,669, 
58,540, 65,542, 65,848. 

No alteration required, 62.525. 
Recognisances, proposed, 57,769. 

, Registration fee, Src., complaint, 65,162, 

65,543. 

Regulations for, suggested, 03,977, 64,352. 
Worthlessness of, 57,767, 59,104. 65,389. 
Statutes regulating, 56,107, 56,112. 

Requirements of neighbourhoods : 

Olergy and police best judges as to, 63,001. 
Existing licenses not considered in transfer of 
publicans’ licenses — Clitheroe case, 56,140, 
59,201, 61,275, 61,338. 

Formerly considered by jnstices — Act of 
1805, 59,203. 

Memorials presented on onth to be evidence of 
wishes of locality, suggested, 03,886. 

Spirit grocers' licenses granted without regard 
to suitability of environment— Marshall deci- 
sion. 56,236, 63,835. 

Residence off licensed premises : 

No_ objections to, in large towns, 57,440. 

Spirit grocers, compulsory non-rosidenoe- sug- 
gested, 57,328. 


Resident magistrates : 

Licensing authority ( see that title, sab-heading 
New Authority proposed). 

Occasional licenses to be granted by, under pro- 
posed new licensing authority, suggestion, 
58.632, 60.182, 60.284. 

Position under Licensing Acts, 60,080. 

Power of acting in cases which at present require 
two justices, proposed, 59,056. 

Prosecutions, resident magistrate dealing with, 
under proposed new licensing authority, 


suggestion, 58,206, 58,632, 62,362, 63,832. 

“ Stipendiary” and rcsideut magistrate, 57,8t 


61,468, 61.935. 

Restaurants : 

Early closing not advisable, 57.200, 57.500. 
Redaction of license duty, where there is i 
drinking bar, 63,915. 


Separate licenso for restaurants, suggested, 


57,200, 57,289, 57,490, 57,602. 

Roman Catholic bishops and pledges to children 
62,717, 62,958. 

Royal Irish Constabulary (see title Constabulary, Royal 
Irish). 

Rnssoll, Mr. Thomas Wallace (witness), 59,770. 


s. 


Sale of Intoxicating Liquors (Ireland) Bill, 64,020. 

Church of Ireland, Genera! Synod of, resolution 
in favour of Intoxicating Liquors Bill, 61,264. 
Clergy, attitude of, 64,006, 64,030, (1-1,200, 61,298, 
65,260. 

Cork, public opinion in (see title Cork City, sub- 
heading Sunday Closing and Saturday Early 


DublinUnited’Trades Council, attitude of, 63,233. 
History of, 59,779. 

Irish vote in Parliament, 59.935, 59,987, 60,049, 

60.997, 61,039, 61,183, 61,649, 64,304, 65,053. 
Licensed trade, attitude of, 59,838, 59,908. 
Petitions to Parliament, 09,923, (54,059, 64,072, 

64,172. 

Public meetings against, 59,838. 

Waterford Trade and Labour Council, attitude 
of, 64,124. 

Working classes, attitude towards farther restric- 
tion (see title Working Classes, sub-heading 
Sunday Closing and Saturday Early Closing). 
Sale of Liquor on Sunday (Ireland) Act, 1878 : 

Hours of closing, 56,311. 

Parliamentary history of, 59,774, 59,782. 

Penalties for infringing, 58,124. 

Saturday and Sunday drunkenness : 

Arrests, proportion attributable to public-houses. 
61,106. 

Causes of Saturday night drunkeuncss, 60,355, 
62.115. 

Cork. 58,175, 58,-116. 

Hospital cases on Saturday night due to 
drink, 63,062. 

Dublin, 59,670. 

Shebeens, clnbs and hawkers responsible for 
drunkenness in, 60,972, 63,2-18. 

Frequenters of pnblic-housos on Saturday nislits. 

61.997. 3 h ' 
Kilkenny, 60,146. 

Londonderry statistics, 57,714 (toe Appendix V.. 

Tables III.. X., and XVI.). 

Parliamentary return (1879) for 19 towns with 
population above ten thousand, 59,815. 

Return presented to Seleot Committee in 1888 
61,995. 

Saturday night drinking, instances of, 62,377, 
62,441 . 

Saturday night most drunken night in Belfast 
67,182, 57,588. ’ 

Sunday drunkenness : 

Belfast statistics, 57,204 (see Appendix TII 
Table HA). 

Districts near exompted cities, 59,850. 
Exempted cities, 59,978, 61,032, 64,543. 
Occasions of drunkenness, 58,046, 58,325. 
Statistics for Ireland from 1877 to 1897 
(see Appendix XII). 

Statistics unreliable ns to amount of, 82,189 


62,209. 

Tralee district, 59,687. 

Waterford, 58,587, 60,459, 60,644. 
Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 

Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



INDEX 


iOO 


Sealed bottles, sale in, proposed, 61,927. 

No further restriction would be required if sealed 
bottles were used, 63,643. 

Opinions in favour of, 57,636, 60,482. 

Opinions in favour of sale in closed vessels, 
69,757, 61,347, 64,532. 

Servants, acts of, license holders’ responsibility for, 

“ Privity or consent” of owner uecessary to con- 
viction — Donagliy case, 63,872. 

Sessional crown solicitors appearing in licensing cases, 
prohibition of, proposed, 63,987. 

Seven-day licenses : 

Justices have no power to compel reduction from 
seven-day to six-day license, 56,701, 59,418, 
59.635. 

Limiting number desirable, 61,742, 61,822. 
Proportion of, to six-day licenses, 56,697 (see 
Appendix I., Table II.). 

Sexton, Mr., Sunday closing, attitude towards, 61,054. 
Shaftesbury hotel, Belfast, case of, 56,565. 

Sharp v. Wakefield decision has no application in 
Ireland, ca9c of R. (Smith) v. Justices of Cavan, 

56, 166. 

S heady. case of, 59,405. 

Sliebocning Act (1851), ( ace title Spirit (Ireland) Act). 
Shebeens : 

Belfast, statistics, 57,208, 65,774 (see Appendix 
III., Table I.). 

Cork, 58,034, 58,063, 01,607, 61,616, 64,895, 
65,863. 

Definition of, 56,783. 

Dublin, 56,446 , 61,002, 61,085, 61,103, 63,263, 
63,294, 64,437, 64,605. 

Known and suspected shebeens, 57,209, 58,037. 
Penalties : 

Increasing, suggested, 04,443. 

Licensing Act (1872) and Shebeening Act 
(1854), relative strictness of, 56,445. 

Police powers of entry, suggestions os to, ’ 
57,305. 

Provisions in Scotch Act of 1862 which should be 
applied to Ireland, 56,907. 

Quality of liquor sold, 64,445, 64,605. 

Restriction encouraging. 60,971, 61,093. 

Select Committee of 1888— Report, 61,099. 

Sunday closing and shebeens, 57,503, 58,323, 
58,409, 59,600, 59,638, 69,695, 59,965, 59,980, 
60,695, 60,956, 61,074, 61,083, 61,619,62.140, 
63,241, 63,266, 63,339, 65,537, 65,575 65,613. 
Londonderry city and county, statistics, 
57,719 (see Appendix V., Tables HI. 
and X.). 

Waterford, 60,571, 60,733 (see also titles Illicit 
Keeping of Liquor for Sale, and Illicit Sale). 
Sheehan, Dr. : 

Homo drinking, reference to evidence on, 64,909. 
Sunday closing and Saturday early closing, 
opinion as to, 60,430. 

Shiols, Mr. Michael (witness), 65,730. 

Shopkeeper's retail foreign wine license : 

Certificate not required, 56,062. 

Statute regulating, 56,297. 

Shops which arc also publie-lionsos (see title Mixed 
Trades on Licensed Premises). 

Simmons, Mr. John (witness), 63,225. 

Position of witness, 63,316. 

Six-day and early-closing licenses — Act of 1874, 56,097. 
Six-day licenses, 56,095. 

Encouraging, by increase of seven-day license 
duty, proposed, 57,881, 57,929- 
Granting, magisterial discretion ns to, 56,702. 
Justices nave no power to compel reduction from 
seven-day to six-day license, 56,701, 59,418, 
59,635. 

No sale permitted on Sunday, 57,006. 

Proportion of, to seven-day licenses, statistics, 
56,697 (sea Appendix I., Table II.). 

Reduction in license duty, 56,096. 

Wexford, 61,741. 

Six householders’ certificate (see title Renowal of 
Licenses). 

Skibbeaecn, character of applicant for license at, 62.904. 
Sligo, illicit distillation in, 56,773. 

Smith v- Justices of Cavan, 56,166, 61,849. 

Social conditions, improved, reducing drunkenness, 
61,140, 61 ; 1G2, 65,486, G5.553 (see also title Housing of 
the Working Glosses). 

Social evils due to drink, 61,266. 


Special conditions attached to licenses, 64.C91. 

Conditions being illegal, licensee cannot be 
punished for breaking them — Lamb’s case, 
61.273. 

Conditions imposed are without authority- 
dictum of Lord Chief Justice Cockburn, 61 ,273. 
Good character certificate in case of breach of 

S ial condition, justices’ power as to, 56,124 
ct method of imposing conditions, 56,699, 
59,415. 

Licensing authority to havo power of attaching 
reasonable conditions, suggested. 56,507, 
56,900, 57,057, 59,417, 61,335, 63,915, 65,645, 
65,700. 

Opinions in favour of, 56,443, 57,608. 

' ‘ U ndertakiugs ” and “conditions.” distinction 
between, 61,273. 

(See also title Dormant Publicans’ Licenses.) 

Special undertakings, licenses granted on, 56,407, 
56,443, 56.558. 

Practice of Recorder of Dublin, 61,273, 61,312. 

Spirit dealers’ additional retail license : 

English three-guinea license, extension to Ire- 
land, proposed, 56,558. 

No objection, 56,293, 56,38-1. 

Opinion in favour of, 57,313, 65,327. 

New retail license, proposed, 56,830, 56,842. 

Magisterial control, discussed. 56,993. 

Off-license for sale of any quantity, suggested, 
57,697. 

Spirit dealers' retail foreign liqueur license: 

Certificate not required, 56,032. 

Statutes regulating, 56,296. 

Spirit dealers’ wholesale licenses : 

Certificate not required, 56,062, 56,234. 

Granting, under proposed new licensing authority, 
61,931. 

Statutes regulating, 56,284'. 

Spirit Grocers' Act (1791), 60,543. 

Spirit Grocers' ( Ireland) Act (1818), 56,231. 

Spirit grocers’ licenses : 

Abolition of, proposed, 57,328, 58,646, 53,897, 
63,161. 

Working classes, attitude of, 57,346, 62,601, 
62,670. 

Advertisement of terms of license over door. 
57,357. 

Applicant must be a grocer, 56,220. 

Beer retail license : 

Justices' freedom in granting to grocer’s, 
57,348, 57,372, 63,863. 

Number of grocers bolding, 56,697 (see 
Appendix I., Table L) 

Certificate required — Act of 1872, 56,206, 56,233. 
Cheaper groceries offered by spirit grocers, 
alleged, 62,586. 

Evidence as to, contradicted, 65,831. 

Protest from unlicensed grocers, in Belfast, 
63,909. 

Clergy, attitude of, 63,839. 

Definition of spirit grocer — Act of 1872, 56,215. 
Disappointed applicants for publio-houso license 
os spirit grocers, 59,872, 62,368, 63,861, 63,868, 
63,871. 

Drinking in grocers' shops, 56,532, 58,597, 
59,878. 

Boxes, &o. ns screens, 57,390. 

Consumption on premises to be proof of 
sale, suggested, 65,174. 

Cork, 64,978. 

Dettcoting, difficulty of, 56,852, 57,343. 

Dublin, 63,419, 64,528. 

Endorsement of licenses, compulsory, sug- 
gested, 63,418, 65,696. 

Instance of, 63,881. 

Penalty : 

Person drinking, imposing penalty, 
suggested, 56,905, 57,106. 

Raising to 40*. proposed, 57,392. 

Scouts watching police, 57,390, 59,881. 

Small grocers could not pay without illicit 
trade, 61,456. 

“ Spy” detecting, 61,274. 

Early closing on Saturdays, proposed, 56,952, 
57,196. 

Endorsement of licenses, suggested, 56,534, 
63,418, 65,696. 

Excessive number in Belfast, 57,539, 65,814. 
Female drunkenness, grocers’ licenses causing, 
alleged, 56,528, 57,147, 57,323, 59,208 . 62,585, 
03,846. 
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Spirit grocers’ licenses — cost. 

Female drunkenness, grocers' licenses causing — 

Denial, 65,763. 

Not much danger from ofl'-liccnses, 60,545. 
Granting : 

Discretion of licensing authority as to appli- 
cations at interim eessioiis, 57,380. 
Magisterial control, proposed, -58,601, 61,274, 
62,372, 62,458. 

Present system satisfactory, 65,678. 
Procedure to be the same as publicans’ 
licenses, suggested, 56.524, 56,846, 57.323, 
57,427, 57,606, 64.526, 65,172, 65,663, 
65,765, 65,842. 

Stipendiary magistrate as licensing 
authority, suggested, 56,524. 

Grocer the retail -wine merchant in Ireland, 65,649. 
Grocers’ license, proposed, 56,830, 56,843. 

' Holders of spirit licenses, in Belfast. 57,397. 
Increase of, 59,877, 62,368, 64,280, 65,758. 

Belfast. 57,2-17, 57,347, 57,361, 63,828, 65,758. 
Larger houses well conducted, in Belfast, 57,676. 
Law as to, absurdity of, 61,274, 62,368, 63,826. 
Liqnur charged as other- goods, alleged, 56,528, 
56,643, 57,147, 57,328, 57,340, 57,547, 62,590, 
62,679, 62,692. 

Denial, 65,638, 65,764. 

Maximum quantity for sale, raising, proposed, 

1 o8,553. 

Minimum quantity for sale, 64,533, 65,664. 
English system : 

Objections to, 65,688. 

Opinion in favour of, 58,600. 

No legal restriction as to, 56,648. 

Necessity for, 65,752. 

Non-residence of licensee, proposed, 57,328, 
57,441. 

Notice of application, 56,208. 

Objecting to spirit grocers’ licenses : 

Existing licenses, number of, not valid 
objection — Marshall v. Justices of Tyrone, 
56,286, 56,241, 56,421, 56,527, 59,723, 
59,877 — That it should be valid objection, 
suggested, 56,527, 57,350, 61,346. 

Police the only legal objectors, 56,213, 
56,243, 59,877, 61,274. 

Procedure to be the same as publicans’ 
licenses, suggested, 57,892. 

Objections to, 58,554, 62,486, 63,172. 

Off-license for sale of any quantity in lieu of spirit 
grocer’s license, proposed, 61,927. 

Offences of publicans and spirit grocers, 63,421. 
On-license trade, attitude of, 61,274. 

Open vessels, sale in : 

No restriction as to, 62,369, 62,499. 
Permissible, but corked bottles always used. 
65,665. 

Origin of, 56,216, 59,872, 59,878. 

Police right of entry, 56,324, 59,881. 

Publican selling groceries less dangerous than 
spirit grocer, 59,208. 

Publican’s license, spirit grocer’s license as 
stepping stone to, 57,907, 58,601. 

Publicans and spirit grocers, digorence between, 
56,218, 60,548, 64,537, 65,667. 

Regulations, suggested, 63,851. 

Restriction : 

No objection to, 65,654, 65,721. 

Opinion in favour of granting spirit grocers’ 
licenses in towns above certain population 
only, 58,895. 

Quality of liquor, probable effect on, 65,694. 
Sealed bottles, sale in, proposed, 61,927. 

No further restriction would be required if 
sealed bottles were used, 63,543. 

Opinions in favour of, 57,636, 60,482. 
Opinions in favour of sale in closed vessels, 
59,757, 61,347, 64,532, 61,546. 

Servants, acts of— “privity or consent” of 
license holder necessary to conviction— Donaghy 

Shebeeuing, person convicted of, obtaining spirit 
grocer 8 license, 57,905. 

•Small grocers objectionable, 58,931. 

Statutes regulating, 56,231 . 

‘ ‘ Suitability of premises ” : 

“Locality,” interpretatiou of “suitability” 
to include environment, suggested, 57,759 
57,887, 61,343, 65,690. 

Statutory definition required, 61,274, 65,157. 


Spirit grocers’ licenses — cont. 

“ Suitability of promises ''—cent. 

“ Suitability ” — applicable to premises but 
not to surroundings — Marshall decision 
56.236, 59,861, 63,835. 

Sunday closing advisable, 57,684. 

Turnover in small shops, 57,360. 

Two classes — respectable family grocer and dis- 
appointed publican, 59,872. 

Objection to Mr. Russell's classification of 
grocers, 65,747. 

Value qualification of premises (see that title). 
Spirit (Ireland) Act (1845), 56,231. 

Spirit (Ireland) Act (1854) : 

Notice to constabulary of publican's license. 
56,069. 

Penalty for illicit keeping of liquor for sale 
59,442,59,714. 

Prosecutions for tippling, 56,333. 

Renewal of publicun’s license — certificate of 
two justices or divisional magistrate reunited 
56,107, 56,115. 1 

Spirits : 

No tying for spirits, 64,722. 

Samples analysed — Londonderry city and 

county, 57,791 (see Appendix V., Tables V. 
and XII.). 

Whisky ( see that title). 

Statutes (see title Acts of Parliament relating to 
Licensing). 

Still, Elicit, cost of, 56,794. 

Still bouse, definition of, 56,784. 

Stipendiary magistrates : 

Definition of, 56,525. 

Occasional licenses to be granted by, suggested, 
56,876. 

Resident magistrate and stipendiary, 57.883 
61.468, 61,935. 

Spirit grocers’ licenses, stipendiary magistrate 
as licensing authority proposed, 56,526. 
Suicides, proportion due to drink, in Dublin, 62,054. 
Suitability of premises : 

Interpretation of, under Marshall decision does 
not apply to publicans’ licenses, 56,251. 
Statutory definition required, 61,274, 65,157, 
“Suitability” — applicable to premises of spirit 
grocer, but not to surronndings— Marshall 
decision, 56,236, 59,861, 63,835. 

“ Locality,” including, in interpretation of 
“suitability,” suggested, 67,759, 57.887, 
61,343, 65,690. 

Sunday amusements in Ireland, 61,108. 

Sunday closing : 

Act of 1815, 61,353. 

Closing licensed houses on Sunday prior lo 1878: 
59*576 priest 8 “ Sunda J Closing Act,” 
Wexford Diocesan Law, 61,765, 61,818. 

Clubs and Sunday closing, 59,980, 60,238 60 299 
60,651, 60,695, 61,013, 61,029, 61 074, 61 116 
^’657, 63,666, 63,764, 64,464, 64^881, Go’odl! 
65, 866. 

Difficulty in enforcing, in remote districts, and 
effect of good administration, 69,851. 

EI I® C 5 ° f ’ 56,727, 56,943, 60,432 , 61,074, 61,109, 
62 - 113 > 02,134, 63,009, 63,035, 63,056, 65,612. 
Cork, 58,441. 

Dublin, 57,037. 

Exempted oities compared with rural 
districts, &c., 56,985, 61,032, 61,165 
Londondeirv city and county, statistics, 
57,714 .08 926, o5,515, 65,548, 65,582 (see 
Appendix V., Tables III., X., and XVI.) 
Parliamentary returns, 59,845. 

Pmury, increase in, alleged, 61,058, 63,581. 
6m5 rdand Wesford ' com P arsiou between, 
Evasions’of, 58,048, 58,310, 59,315, 59 515 59 852 

wSeW 8, 62>376> ® ,763> SS; 

Delivery of intoxicants t~ 
suggested, 56,910, 59,446. 

Police lax in enforcing the law i 
alleged, 61,519, 62,832. 

Profits of illicit trading, 59,328. « 

Smallness of penalties imposed in Cork, 58123 
Exempted cities, 59,973. 

Corporations to have discretionary power of 

«U»». 

Objections to, 59,842, 64,002. 


i be an offence, 


Cork, 
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Sunday closing — coni. 

Exempted cities — cont. 

Earlier closing hour, suggested, 56,754, 
56,881, 56,976, 57,063, 57,181, 57,203, 

57,503, 58,174, 58,260, 58,483, 58,489, 

59,688, 59,781, 61,264, 61,317, 61,451, 

61,555, 62,374, 62,459, 63,285, 63,319. 
Objections to, 61,974, 62,075, 63,285, 
63,319, 63,353. 

Experimental closing, proposed, 59,683. 

Further restrictions, objections to, 60,952, 
61,016, 61,161, 61,171. 

Off-licenses supplying dinner beer, opinion 
in favour of, 65,691. 

Total Sunday closing (gee that sub-heading). 
Failure of Sunday closing, alleged, 59,738, 

65,339, 65,402, 65,536. 

Home drinking : 

No increase in, 61,691. 

Restriction encouraging, 61,171. 

Illicit distillation increased by, 65,450. 

Irish Temperance League, public meetings in 
favour of Sunday closing, 64,024, 64,032. 
Legislation forced upon Ireland by peoplo who 
do not understand Irish views, alleged, 
61,182. 

No agitation against, 62,138. 

Objections to, 61,974, 65,808. 

O’Donel, Mr., reference to evidence of, 59,597, 
59,965. 

Partial Sunday opening, suggested, 63,579, 
63,759, 65,342, 65,358, 65,407, 65,447 , 64,460, 
65,504, 65,539, 65,599. 

Drinking would not be lossened by, 59,518. 
Publicans in favour of, 64,458. 

Repeal of, would increase demand for drink, 
59,599. 

Sale of liquors on Sunday (Ireland) Act (1878), 
56,311. 

Opinions in favour of, 59,533, 59,577, 59,985, 
62,033. 

Parliamentary history of, 59,774, 59,782. 
Penalties for infringing, 58,124. 

Public opinion in favour of retaining, 56,732, 
.59,907, 63,999. 

Solect Committee of 1888, 61,050. 

Report, 59,779. 

Shebeens and Sunday closing, 57,503, 58,323, 
58,409, 59,600, 59,638, 59,695, 59,965,59,980, 
60,695, 60,956, 61,074,61,083, 61,619, 62,140, 
63,241, 63,266, 63,339, 65,537, 65,575, 65,613. 
Londonderry, city and conuty, statistics, 
57,719 (sec Appendix V., Tables III. and V.). 
Total Sunday olosmg : 

Canvass or plebiscite iu exempted cities, 
59,788, 59,919, 60,019, 64,035, 64,079. 
Belfast, 57,227, 67,574, 57,663, 59,799, 
62,695, 64,035, 64,079, 64,318. 

Cork, 59,799. 

Dublin, 59,188, 59,795. 

Clergy, attitude of, 58,757, 60,430, 60,588, 
61,555, 62,831, 64,006, 64,030, 61,200, 
64,298, 65,260. 

Closing public-houses in Belfast during riots 
in 1886, beneficial effect of, 64,014, 64,254, 
65,243. 

Constabulary, Royal Irish, attitude of, 56,741, 
64,203. 

Duty on license, no reduction in, 56,361. 
Effect of, in exempted cities, 61,305. 

Irish vote in Parliament, 59,935, 59,987, 
60,049, 60,997, 61,039, 61,183, 61,649, 
64,304, 65,053. 

Licensed trade, attitude of, 59,838, 59,908, 
61,066, 61,144, 61,753, 63,999, 64,018, 
64,122, 64,133, 64,225, 64,454, 65,091. 
MoOormaok's, Dr., influence in Mayo, 56,697. 
Objections to, 57,203, 61,277, 61,4-50, 62,037, 
62,373, 64,453. 

Official witnesses before Select Committee 
(1888) opposed to, 56,978. 

Opinions in favour of, 56,573. 58,749, 59,107, 
59 ,249, Cl ,013, 01, 057, 61 ,689, 61,773, 62.109, 
62,161, 62,872. 

Petitions to Parliament, 59,923, 64,057, 
64,072, 64,172. 

Public opinion as to, 56,313, 56,363, 59,184, 
59,188, 61,189, 62,111, 62,259, 62,315, 
64,229, 64*387. 

Belfast, 62,699, 64,024, 64,288, 65,175, 
65,321. 

U 98449. 
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Sunday closing — coni. 

Total Sunday closing — cont. 

Pnblic opinion as to— cont. 

Cork, 58,165, 58,181, 58,372. 58,434, 

58,444, 61,547, 61,554, 61,638, 61,657. 
Kilkenny, 60.227. 

Spirit grocers, closing, suggested, 57,634. 
Trades councils, attitude of : 

Belfast, 62,647. 

Cork, 61,639, 62.198, 64.914, 65,032, 

65.058. 65,099. 65.854, 65,916. 

Dublin, 61. -226, 63,233. 

Waterford, 64.124. 

Working classes, attitude towards further 
restriction, 57,231, 58,171, 58,458. 69,191, 
60,956,61,189, G1.226, 61,618, 62,618,63,135, 
64,037, 64,123, 64,206, 64,914, 65,032, 

65,058. 65,099, (55,784, 65,854, 65,919. 

Tralee and Tralee district, 59,319. 

(For opinion, with special reference to Sale of 
Intoxicating Liquors (Ireland) Bill, see that 
title.) 

Surrender of licenses, granting new licenses on: 

Dublin, practice in, 61,272, 64,407. 

Healy’s, Mr. Timothy, Bill, reference to, 61,272. 
Nonobjection to, if need proved, 63,949. 

Objections to, 05,151. 

Opinions in favour of, 56,636, 63,949, 64,656. 
Recorder of Belfast-, attitude of, 63,950. 

Reduction of licenses by surrender, proposed, 
62,084, 62,128, 62,145, 62,171, 62,217, 62,336, 
62,868. 

Scale of valuation as to equivalents, sug- 
gested, 62,184-. 

Russell’s, Mr. T. W., Bill, reference to, 61,272. 
Sweets dealers' licenses : 

Certificate not required, 56,062, 56,297. 

Number of, 56,350. 

Sweets retail licenses : 

Certificates not required, 56,062. 

Grantable, but never asked for, 56,299. 

Swiffce, Mr. Ernest G. (witness), 59,666. 


T. 

Table beor licenses, gran tablo, but never asked for, 56,336. 
Talbot, Captain, Saturday early closing, evidence on, 
59,866. 

Taylor, Mr. Alexander (witness), 62,577. 

Position of witness, 62,657, 62,690. 

Temperance drinks : 

Inferior quality in small public-honsos, alleged, 
62,726, 62.950, 62,961. 

“ League of tbo Cross ” wine, 62,726, 62,963. 

Profit on, 64,555. 

Temperance education. Government aid, suggested, 
60,581, 60,594, 60,666. 

Temperance entertainments, occasional licenses granted 
for, 57,920, 01,918. 

Temperance hotels in Cork, sale of drink, alleged, 
65,046, 65,078, 65,104. 

Temperance Party iu Ireland, 60,013. 

Temperance movement promoted by advocates 
of total abstinence, 61,019, 61,0-1-0, 61,138. 
Temperance refreshment bouses, suggested, 62,726, 
62,995. 

Temperauce refreshment rooms and coffee-stands, in 
Belfast, 63,987, 64,119, 64,185, 64,372. 65,188, 65,218, 
65,265. 

Tenements : 

Better arrangement of, as remedy for excessive 
drinking, suggested, 61.984. 

Dublin, 61,863. 

Public-houses let in tenements, in Cork, 57,991, 
58,424, 61,541, 61,060. 

Tenure of licenses : 

Permanence of license during good behaviour, 
57,175, 62,178. 

Perpetuity of license to the house, suggested, 
64,645, 64,666, 64,756, 64,792. 

Theatres, sale of liquor iu : 

Act of 1835 — extension to whole of Ireland, 
desirable, 64,390. 

Certificate not required for theatre license, 
56,062. 

Conditions regulating, 56,303. 

Tied houses : 

Absence of, 59 893. 

Down, county of, 62,522. 

Waterford, 58,592. 
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Tied houses — coni. 

Agreomenb between brewer, &c., and publican : 
Cork, terms of agreement in, 64,011, 64,703, | 
04,827. 

Licensing authority and agreements : 

Cork, practice in, 04.713. 

Objections to intervention by licensing 
authority, 56,5-11. 04,414, 06,825. 

Burdens on tied tenants, 04,700. 

Competition encouraging, 58,450. 

Conduct of : 

Badly conducted hou.-es, inslances of, 
59,405. 

Brewer, increasing responsibility as to 
conduct of licensee, suggested, 154,702. 

Penalty for appointing succession of ill- 
oondneted teunnts desirable, 64,676. 

Free bouses and tied houses, 58,154, 58,361), 
64,844. 

Cork, percentage of tied bouses in. 58,015, 58,131 , 
62,097. 

Dublin, number in, 64,398. 

Few changes of tenancy, in Cork, 64,680. 

Goodwill nnd tied houses, in Cork, 64,627, 
64,761. 

Irish and English systems, 58,475. 

Offences against licensing laws— brewers and 
tenants, 64,671, 04,765. 

Perpetuity of license to house, suggested, 64,6-45, 
64,666, 64,756, 64,792. 

Prices, &c. to tied men and free customers, 
58,156. 

Quality and kind of liquor sold, 64,725, 64,842. 
Recorder of Cork, attitude of, 63,946 (see Appen- 
dix XIII.). 

Spirits, no lying for, 64,722. 

System of tied houses : 

Evil of, and suggested remedy, 62,101, 62,180, 
62,241. 

Evils of. 62.314, 63,946. 

No objection to, 64,987. 

Objections to, 56,536, 56,66S, 57,671, 58,366, 
59,401, 59,406, 61,627. 

Systems of tying, in Cork, 58,136, 62,155, 64,608, 
‘64,837. 

Tying by loan, in Belfast, 56.617. 

Tipperary, comity of : 

Construct ion of licensed houses, 59,02!'. 

Licensed houses and population, 59,007, 59,082. 
New licenses. 59,009. 

Tippling Act — amendment including whisky supplied 
for wakes, proposed, 6 1,478. 

Tory Island, &c., illicit distillation, 56,768r». 

Total abstinence pledge administered to children at 
confirmation, 62,717, 62,958. 

Trade fluctuations a fleeting drunkenness, 61,081. 

Tralee and Tralee district : 

Bond fide traveller, facilities for obtaining liquor, 
59,603. 

Constabulary, number of, 59,297. 

Excessive number of licensed houses, 59,389. 
Hiring and shopping on Sundays — Sunday 
closing a farce, 55,316. 

Justices, attitude towards publicans, 59,340. 
Licenses and population, 59,297. 

Occasional licenses, abase of, 59,460. 

Packing and canvassing benoli, instances of, 
59,349. 

Porter tho favourite drink, 59,308, 59,535. 

Profits of illicit Sunday trailing, 59,328. 

Sunday drinking, 59,587. 

Transfer Act (1855), 56,137, 61,270. 

Transfer of licenses : 

All applications must come before annual 
licensing sessions, 56,381. 

Beer retailer's license — thrso months’ occupation 
of premises qualification, inconvenience of, 
65,042, 65,845. 

Endorsement of licenses, evading : 

Convictions, carrying forward, irrespective 
of transfers within five years, proposed, 
59,410, 59,427, 59,627. 

Objection to permanent endorsement, 
60,324. 

Objections to, 61,205. 

Opinion in favour of, 62,289. 

English law, extension to Ireland desirable, 
61.747. 

Excise to grant transfers without magisterial 
intervention, suggested, 65,384. 

Expensive procedure, complaint as to, 65,161. 


Transfer of licenses— cont. 

Forfeiture, evading, by transfer to wife, in Cork 
county, 58,182, 58,421, 62,809. 

Interim transfers, 56,136, -56,378. 

Irish nnd English law, clear understanding of 
differences required, 61.275. 

Lax method of granting, in Cork county, 62,807. 
Magisterial discretion, extending, desirable, 
59,201, 62,406, 62,520. 

Present system satisfactory, 62,545, 62,552. 
RcFnsing : 

Existing licenses, number of, not valid 
objection to transfer of publicans’ licenses 
— Clitlieroo case, 56,140, 59,201, 61,275, 
61,333. 

Over-ruling Olitheroe case by Act of 
Parliament, suggested, 62,354, 62,388, 
62,451, 62,478. 

Restriction of Clithuroe decision to bund 
fide transfers, 56,453. 

Subsequent cases in which Clitlieroo 
caso has been discussed, 56,151, 56,166, 
61,333, 61,849, 64,791. 

Insufficient interest in license, refusing 
transfer on grounds of, 61,337, 64', 414. 
Justices have no jurisdiction to refuse certi- 
ficate for breach of condition not made by 
transferee, 56.124. 

No appeal from refusal, 56,377, 56,440. 

Sales, transfers on, suitability of premises as 
condition of transfer, suggested, 58,547. 
Statutes regulating, 56,135. 

Temporary transfers, 56,136, 56,378. 

Grunting at petty sessions, under proposed 
new licensing authority, suggested, 6 1 ,276, 
61,939. 

Treating : 

Drunkenness caused by, 62,563. 

Jnstice treated by publican. in county Clare, 
58,683. 

Fnblicau treating friends on licensed premises, 
prohibition of, suggested, 58,257, 58,394, 61,764. 
Trevelyan, Sir George, Irish Sunday closing, attitude 
towards, 59,778. 

Truck Act, evasions of : 

Dock labourers, chunk supplied on credit, 61,610. 
Wages, payment in public-houses (too title 
Wages). 

Trying twice for same offenco, possibility of, 59,055. 
Tyrone : 

Illicit distillation, 56,773. 

Moy, license renewed by justices after refusal at 
quarter sessions, 63,934. 


U. 

Undertakings (sec titles Special Conditions attached to 
Licenses and Special Undertakings). 

Unmarried women, new licenses not to be granted to 
women under 30 years of ago, proposed, 56,913. 


Valuation of licensed property : 

License to be considered in fixing poor law 
valuation, proposed, 61,879. 

Uniformity in assessment desirable, 65,168, 
65,248. 

Value of licenses and licensed property, increase in, 
65,484. 

Belfast, 56,517, 56,538, 57,241, 67,518. 

Dublin, 64,410. 

Value qualification of premises : 

Beerhouses— Act of 1877, 56,309, 56,454, 59,888a, 
59,987. 

Fixed qualification, character of licensed houses 
would be improved by, 59,116. 

New licenses— valuation in towns to be 201., in 
country districts 15/., proposed, 61,737. 

Off-licenses, higher rental, suggested, 63,540. 

Publicans and spirit grocers — no value qualifi- 
cation of premises, 56,309, 56,860, 57,324 — 
qualification, proposed : 

Beer retailers, same valuation as, 56,863, 
57,764, 57,897, 58,564, 59,039. 

Counti-y districts, 20Z. ; towns, 301., 63,854. 
Extending rateable qualification to publican*, 
and spirit grocers desirable, 56,473. 
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Value qualification of promises— coni. 

Pablio-houses in towns, fixing minimum 
rateable value, suggested, 58,250. 

Thirty pounds and upwards, 05,174. 

Twenty to twenty-five pounds, 65,683. 
Twenty-five pounds, in Belfast, 56,864. 

Wine refreshment houses, 56,309, 56,859. 
Varieties of licenses: 

Number of, 56,067. 

Publicans’ licenses, different kinds of, 56,094. 
Vested interest in licenses, 62,177. 

Clitheroe case, bearing of, 56,170. 

Property in licenses — legal decisions discussed, 
64,680, 64,698, 64,786, 64,8-15. 

Victualling house : 

Act of 1815, 61,353. 

Act of 1825, 61,354. 


W. 

Wages : 

Pay-days, 59,745, 62,378, 62,607, 63,139, 63,273, 
63,767, 64,899, 65,498, 65,869. 

Payment in public-houses : 

Act of 1815, 61,353. 

Belfast : 

Dock labourers paid iu yard adjoining 
public-house, 62,621. 

Harland & Wolffs employes, 63,917. 

Cork, 58,068, 61,529, 61,580, 61,621. 
Prohibition of— Act of 1815, 61,353. 

Thrift, want of, in artisan class, 61,266. 

Wakes — Tippling Act, proposed amendment prohibiting 
supply of whisky on credit, 61,482. 

Walsh, Archbishop, on restriction and bogus clubs, 
59,972, 60,976. 

Waterford : 

Character of licensees, 60,691. 

Clubs, 60,490, 60,631, 60,680. 

Conduct of licensed houses, 58,591. 

Drunkenness : 

Decrease in, 60,656, 60,668. 

Saturday and Sunday drunkenness, 58,587, 
60,459, 60,(544. 

Honrs of closing, 56,312. 

Inferior quality of liquor, 60,473, 60,620. 

Licensed houses : 

Excessive number, 60,451, 62,533. 

Number of, 60,438. 

Mixed trades on licensed promises, 60,722. 

Spirit grocers not a source of danger, 60,540. 
Population, 60,469. 

Prosecutions of publicans, GO, 699. 

SheboeuB, 60,571, 60,733. 

Sunday dosing : 

Canvass or plebiscite in 1882, 59,799. 

Clergy, attitude of, 60,430, 60,588. 

Effect of, 00,041. 

Wexford and Waterford compare;!, 61,765. 
Tied houses, absonce of, 58,591. 

Waterford Trade and Labour Council, Sale of Intoxicat- 
ing Liquors (Ireland) Bill, resolutions against, 
64,124. 

Waters, Judge (witness), 62,529. 

Webb, Judge, power of arrest for simple drunkenness, 
decision as to, 61,238. 

Westmeath, county of, population and number of 
licensed houses, statistics (Appendix IX., Table VI.). 
Wexford, county of : 

Licensed houses, number of, 61,729. 

Licensing Sessions, 61,715. 

Petty sessional division of Wexford, number of 
justices, 61,721. 

Population, 61,728. 

Wexford, town of : 

Character of licensees, 61,753. 

Constabulary, Royal Irish, number of, 61,751. 
Early closing on Saturday, public opinion in 
favour of, 61,775. 

Eatiug-houses, 61,746. 

Licensed houses, number of, 61,731. 

Licenses granted by justices with no local 
knowledge, 61,717. 

Licensing court in Wexford, desirable, 61,832. 
Mixed trades on licensed promises, proportion of, 
61,735. 

Permitting drunkenness, conviction, 61,757. 
Population, 61,733. 

Proportion of licenses to population, 61,829. 
Six-day and seven-day licenses, 61,741. 


Wexford, town of— coni. 

Suuday closing, 61,765, 61,818. 

Public mooting in favour of, 61,775, 61,803. 

Whisky: 

Detention in bond for three years, suggested, 
63,574. 

Illicit distillation (see that title). 

Inferior whisky : 

Drunkenness caused by, 60,140. 

Kilkenny, 60,115, 60,13-1. 60,386, 60,411. 
Waterford, 60,478, 60,620. 

New whisky, injurious effects of, 63,578, 63,618. 
Patent still whisky to be labelled “ patent still,” 
suggested, 63,574. 

Porter and whisky, competition between, as 
i'aronrite drink, 59,308, 60,142. 

Pot still and patent still whisky, 63,602, 63,619. 
Quality of Irish whisky, 60,422. 

Wholesale beer dealers’ licenses (see tilde Beer Dealers’ 
Wholesale Licenses). 

Wholesale spirit dealers’ licenses : 

Certificate not required, 56,062, 56,284. 

Granting, under proposed new licensing autho- 
rity, 61,931. 

Statutes regnlnting, 56,284. 

Wholesale sweet dealer’s license : 

Certificate not required, 56,062, 56,297. 

Number of, 56,350. 

Whyte, Dr. Nicholas, proportion of coroners' cases in 
Dublin due to drink, evidence os to, 62,006. 

Wigham, Mr. John R. (witness), 59,179. 

Wilkinson, Mr. W. (witness), 63.773. 

Position of witness, 63,998, 64,081, 64,322. 

Wills’. Mr. Justice, dictum as to difference between 
Irish and English statutes, 56,167. 

Wine dealer’s foreign wine license : 

Certificate not required, 56,062. 

Granting at petty sessions, or by excise autho- 
rities without certificate, under proposed new 
licensing authority. 61,931. 

Statutes regulating, 56,297. 

Wine refreshment houBO licenses (see title Refreshment 
House Wine Licenses). 

Winter, illicit distillation increased in, 56,778. 

Women : 

Barmaids — employing women in public-houses, 
prohibition of, suggested, 64,212. 

Drunkenness (see title Female Drunkenness). 
Hawking liquor: 

Rural districts, hawking in, 57,009. 

Sunday hawking iu Dublin, 63,250, 63,350. 
Licenses to married women in Waterford, 60,722, 
60,740. 

Sobriety of, in : 

Dublin, 65,693. 

Londonderry, 65,614. 

Unmarried women under 30 and wives of police 
officers serving in the force, no licenses to be 
granted to, suggested, 56,913. 

Women drinking in public-houses, public opinion 
opposed to, 62,716, 62,992. 

Woodlock, Mr., Saturday early closing, evideuoo on, 
59,866. 

Working classes : 

Bomi fiAo traveller, raising distance limit, objec. 

tions to, in Cork, 65,015, 65,068. 

Intermittent occupations promoting drunkenness, 
68,535. 

Number of licensed houses in working-class 
districts, opinion as to, in Belfast, 62,579. 
Spirit grocers’ licenses, attitude towards, 57,346, 
62,601, 62,670. 

Sunday closing and Saturday early closing : 
Further restriction, attitude towards, 60,956, 
61,189, 61,226, (54,124, 04,914, 65,032, 
65,058, 65,784, 65,864, 65,919. 

Saturday early closing, feeling as to, 58,171, 
58,181, 58,481, 58,761, 63,135. 

Sunday olosiug, opinion on, 57,231, 58,171, 
61,018, 62,618, 63,185, 64,037, 64,123, 
G4.206, 65,099. 


z. 


Zion Mills, repeated application for spirit grocer’s 
licouso, 59,877. 
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